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{> prep cranky _ = 
device and forg men, whole :; 
are made of — —— that 2 graven 
greater than the bounds of the kirk-door, e 
age into: I'am ſure, when — — 
2 hand wh 3 thr d heme Gl 
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hole zin; andthe fingloſt 
what will conrain the denial cee en 6 at's a fearfat 


it is come upon you nbbought(dtlleed-when we buy 
24010 des of ier and that God be not at our elbo to take it off 


* Chriſt and bis trut will not divide; and his trufrx 
no breadth, and will not ;tleave, in td: it id her 
muſt, be 2wainſt him: It was but man's wit, and the wit 2 | 
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—4 eng — 1 All up; and ſo Muffie the truth, And 9 
(ell-the better Thigh 
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time, and the world, and when the glory of Ir ſhall Ie in 
white aſhes, like a May flower cut down and haying loſt tha 
bloſſom, there ſhall he few, yea none that dare make any 
Ippvint, that toucheth the worſhip and honour of our King an 
Aw-giver, to be indifferent. O that this miſled and bHud- 
ded world would ſez; that Chriſt doth not riſe and fall, 
d or lie, by mens apprehenſions What is Chriſt the lighs 
ter, that men do with him by open proclamation, as men do 
with clipped and light money? they are now. crying down 
Chriſt ſome grain weights, and ſome pounds or ſhillings, and 
they will have him ly tor a penny or a pound, for one, or for 
4 an hundred, according as the wind bloweth from the eaſt, or 
from the weſt; but the Lord has weighed him, and balanced 
him already, This is my welbeloved Son, in bm I am well 
: 1 bear ye him; his worth and his weight ſtandeth ſtill. 
t is our part to cry up, up with Chriſt, and down, down with 
all created glory before him. O that I could heighten him, 
and heighten his name, and heighten his throne ! I know, anl. 
am perſwaded, that Chriſt ſhal again be high, and great in 
this poor, withered, and ſun-burnt Kirk of Scotland; and that 
the ſparks of our fire ſhall flee over ſea, and round about, to 
warm you, and other Siſter-churches ; and that this Taberna- 
ct of David's houſe: that is fallen, even the Son of David, his 
Wa 
ſes, 


places ſhall be built again; and I know the priſon, oroſ- 
ions, and trials of the two ſlain witreſſes, that are 
now dead and buried, Rey. 11. and of the faithful profaſſors, 
have a back-door and back-entry of eſcape ; and that death 
and hell, and the world and tortures, ſhall all cleave and ſplic 
in twain, and give us free paſſage and liberty to go through 
them toll-free ; and we ſhall bring all God's good mettal out 
of the furnace again, and leave behind us but our drofs, and 
our ſcum: we may then hefore-hand proclaim Chriſt to be vi- 
ctorious. He is crowned King in mount Zion; God did put 
the crown upon his head, Pſa}. 2. And who dare take it off 
again? Out of queſtion, he hath fore and grieyous quattels 
againſt his Church; and therefore, he is called, Iſa. 31: g. He 
whoſe fire is in Lion, and whoſe furnace #5 in Jeruſalems But 
when he hath performed his work on mount Zion, all Zion's 
haters ſhall be as the hungry and thirſty man, that dreams he 
is eating and drinking, and behold when he awaketh, he is 
faint, and his ſoul empty: and this advantage we have alſe; 
that he will not bring before Sun and Moon, all the infirmi- 
tes of is yiſez ix is the modeſty of merge ungen vr t. 
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18 Mx. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 2. 


band-wrath, that our ſweet Lord Jeſus will not come with 
Fins to the ſtreets, to let all the world hear, what is berwixt 
im and us; his ſweet glooms ſtay under roof, and that beca 
he is God. — — things ye are to mind, 1. Try 
make ſure your pr n; that ye carry not empty lamps: A- 
ſecurity, ſecurity is the bane, and the wrack of the moſt 


las, | 
1 oe of the world! Oh, how many profeiſors go with a gol- - + 


luſtre, and gold-like before men, (who are but witneiles 
to our white-skin) and yet are but baſtard and bale mettal! 
Conſider how fair before the wind ſome do ply with up-ſails 
and white, even to the nick of 3 Heb. vi. 5. and 
taſting of the heavenly gift; and a ſhare and part of the holy 
Chee Jo the rafting 5 ood word of God, "7 the pow- 
ers of the world to come: And yet this is but a falſe nick of re- 
vovation, and in a fhort time ſuch are quickly broken upon 
the rocks, and never fetch the harbour, but are ſanded in the 
bottom of hell. O make your heaven lure, and try how ye 


come by converſion; that it be not ſtolen goods, ho who | 


and well-luſtred profeſſion! A white skin over old wounds ma- 
keth an undercotting conſcience: Falſe under - water not ſeen is 


dangerous, and that is a leck, and rift in the bottom of an en- 


ightned conſcience, oſten falling, and . 3 ight. 

o, wo is me, that the holy profeſſion of Chriſt is e 2 
— — by many, to bring home a vain fame; and Chriſt 
15 to ſerve mens ends: this is, as it were, to ſtop an oven 
with a king's robes. Know, 2. Except men martyr and ſlay 
the body of ſin, in ſanctified ſelf-denial, they ſhall never be 
Chriſt's martyrs and faithful witneſſes. Oh if I could be ma- 


ſter of that houſe-idol, y ſelf, my own, mine, my own will, 


wit, credit, and eaſe ! How bleſſed were I? O but we have 
need to be redeemed from our ſelves, rather than from the de- 
vil and the world! Learn to put out your ſelves, and to put 


in Chriſt for your ſelves: I ſhould make a ſweet bartering and 


niffering, a give old for new, if I could ſhnffle out ſelf, and 
ſubſtitute Chriſt my Lord in place of my ſelf; to ſay, Not I, 
but Chriſt; not | 


my will, but Chriſt's ; not my eaſe, not my luſt, 
not my feckleſs credit, but Chriſt, Chriſt. But alas, 8 
our ſelves, in ſetting Chriſt before our idol, ſe}f, we have yet 
2 glaiked back-look to our old idol. O wretched idol, a ſelf? 
When ſhall I ſee thee wholly deeourted, and Chriſt wholly put 
| — ? Oh I. Chriſt, Chriſt, had the full place and room 

of av - } my aims, purpoſes, thoughts, and defires, 

would coalt and land upon Chriſt, and net upon 1 
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dead, the great Shepherd of the ſheep, by the blood of 
tafting covenant, make you 21 in every goed work, to do bie 
will; working in you that which 


howheit we eannot attain to this denial of ne, and mine; 
that we can ſay, I am not my ſeif, my ſelf i not ny ſelf, mine 


own is no lnger mine own; yet our aiming at this, in all we 
do, thall be accepted: for alas I think | ſhall die, but minti 


and aiming to be a Chriſtian: Js it not our comfort, th 
Chriſt the Mediator of the new Covenant is come betwixt 


us and God, in the buſineſs ; ſo that green and young heirs,the 


like of ſinners, have now a tutor, that is God? And now, God 
be thanked, our ſalvation is bottomed on Chrift: ſore I am, 
the bottom ſhall never fall out of heaven and happineſs to us: 
I would give over the bargain, a thouſand times, were it not, 
that Chriſt his free-grace hath taken our ſalvation in hand. 
Pray, pray, and cohtend with the Lord, for your Siſter-Cburcb 3 
for it would appear, the Lord is about to ask for his ſcattered 
Deep, in the dark and cloudy day. O that it would pleaſe our 
Lord to ſet up again David's old waſted and fallen taberna- 
ele in Scotland, that we might ſee the glory of the ſecond 
Temple in this land. O that my little heaven were wadſet, to 
redeem the honour of my Lord Jeſus among Jews and Gentiles. 
Let never dew ly _ my branches, and let my poor flower 
wither at the root, ſo being Chrift were enthroned, and his 
glory advanced in all the world, and eſpecially in theſe three 
ingdoms : But I know he hath no need of me ; what can T 
add to him? but oh that he would cauſe his high and pure glo- 
ry run through ſuch a foul channel as I am! and howbeit be 
hath cauſed the bloſſom fall off my one poor joy, that was on 
this fide of heaven, even my liberty to pr Cbriſt to his 
people, yet I am dead to that now, ſo being he would hew and 
earye glory, glory for evermore, to my royal King, out of my 
ſilence and ft gs. Oh that I had my fill of his love; but 
I know ill manners make an uncouth and ſtrange Bridegroom. 
I intreat you earneſtly for the aid of your prayers, for I forget 
not you; and I ſalute with my ſoul in Chriſt the faithful Pa- 
ſtors, and honourable and worthy Profeſſors in that land. Now 
the God-of peace, that brought again our Lord bs from the 
0 


the evey- 


which is well pleaſing in big gb. 


Grace, grace be with you. 
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den lords have ſentenced me with deprivation, | 
within the town of Aberdeen. I am charged in the king's 


| felled and 
holy Ghoſt, with faith that the Lord hears the 


1 it: 
bear mens feud, but I dow not bear his feud: this is my only 
_ FE exerciſe,that I fear I have done little good in my Miniſtry : but 


1 dare not but ſay, I loved the bairns of the wedding ing-cham- 
ber, and prayed 2 


and 7 ming of his Kingdom. I apprehend no leſs than a 1 2 
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T0 the truly Noble and ele Lady, my Lady 
© © © VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. - 


VNVoble and eleſt Lady, 
at honour that I have 


with ſubmiſſion to my Lord's will, my kind Lord hath 


now beſtowed upon me; cven to ſuffer for my royal and 


-princely King Jeſus, and for his kingly Crown, and the freedom 
of his "rex; Lo that his Father hath given him. The forbid- 


name, to enter againſt the twenty day of Auguſt next, and 
there to remain duri 


— * 


yed for theſe ſixteen years, 


confinement 


ing the king's pleaſure, as they have given 


it out. Howbeit Chriſt's green croſs, newly laid upon me, be 


Somewhat heavy, while I call to mind the many fair days, 
{ſweet and comtortable to my ſoul, and to the ſouls of many 


others, and how young ones in Chriſt, are plucked from the 


breaſt, and the inheritance of God laid waſte z yet that ſweet- 
. refreſhments, with the kifles of a King, with the joy of the 

e ſighing of a 
Cas ſure as my Lord liveth) 


priloner, with undoubted ho 


perfumed croſs of Chriſt is accompanied with ſweet | 


after this night, to fee . and Chriſt's sky to clear EP 5 
* . again upon me, and his poor Kirk, and that in a ſtrange land, 


amongſt ſtrange faces: he will give favour in the eyes of men, | 


to his poor oppreſſed ſervant, who dow not but love that lovely 


one, that princely one, .Jeſus the Comforter of his ſoul. All 
would be well, if I were free of old challenges for guiltineſs, 


and for negleX in my calling, and for ſpeaking too little for 


my Welbeloved's Crown, Honour and Kingdom. Oh for 2 


day in the aſſembly of the ſaints to advocate for King Jeſus ? 


If my Lord go on now to quarrels alſo, I die, I cannot endure 


ut I look for peace from him; becauſe he knoweth I dow 


and defired the thriving 


upon Galloway; and that the Lord ſhall viſit this whole 


L nation, for the quarrel of the covenant. But what can be laid 
upon me, or any the like of me, is too light for Chriſt : Chriſt 
dow bear more, and would bear death and burning quick, in his 

t I now T % 


weak ſervants, even for this honourable cauſe, tha 
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Epiſt. . LETTERS 2 
fer for. Yet for all my complaints ( and he knoweth that ! 
dare not now diflemble ) he was never ſweeter and kinder, than 
he is now; one kiſs now is ſweeter than ten long fince : {ſweet 
ſweet is his croſs ; light, light and eaſie is his Joke. O whas © 
a ſweet ſtep were it up to my Father's houſe, through ten deaths; . 
for the truth and cauſe of that unknown, and: ſu not halß well-' - 
loved Plant of renown, the Man called the Byaned,; the chief 
among ten thouſands, the faireſt among the Sons of men! O 
what unſeen joys, how many hidden heart-barnitgs of love, are 
in the remnants of the ſufferingsofChrift ! My dear worthy Ladyy* 
I give it to your Ze. under my hand ( my heart writing as well 
as my hand) welcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet, and glorious" 
croſs of. Chriſt; welcome ſweel ſeſus, with thy light Cros, 
thou haſt now gained and gotten/all my love from me, ls 4 
hat thou haſt gotten. Ou, wo, wo'rs me, for my Y 
ock, for the Lambs of Jeſus, that I fear ſhall be fed with dry 
. Breaſts ; but I ſpare now. Madam, L.dare not promiſe to 
| = your La. * the little 5 have 3 me, and 
L pur to obey the King, who hath power of my Body; 
_ — to Kings is unbeſeeming Chriſt's'Miniſt Be LL 
Pleaſed to _—_— my Lady Marr with my caſe; I will look, 
gy our La. and that good Lady will be mindful to God of ts 
Lord's priſoner, not for my cauſ?, but for the Goſpel's ſakes * 
Madam, bind me more if more can be) to your La: And 
write thanks to your Brother, my Lord of Lorne, for what he 
hath done for me, a poor unknown Stranger to his Lo. I hall 
pray for him and his Houſe, while I live; It is his honour, to 
2 his mouth in the ſtreets for his wronged; and oppreſſed 
Maſter Sriſt Feſus. Now, Madam, commending your La. 
and the ſweet child to the tender mercies of mine own - Tord 
Feſus, and his good Will who dwelt in the buſh; I reſt. : > - 


, 


Edinb. July 8.  _ Tours, in his amm ſweeteſt 
; 1636. * 01 1 — Tord Jeſus, S. R. 5 
3 —— —U 2 > — — * 


„  VISCOUNTESS of KENMU RR. 
W very Honourable and dear Tad /, ** © A 
Race, Merty and Peace be to you; I cannot in. at foe | 
La. and that ſweet child, I defire to hear whit the Lord 


is doing to you and him: «to write to me were charity; I cat» | 
not but write to my Friends, that Chriſt hath tryſted ne in 
Aberdeen; and my Adyerſaries have ſent me here, wh ſeaſted -? 


” — — —j - — 


. 
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22 Mr. Ratberſoords Egpiſt. 5. 
Lig Feſuts Mata, why ſhould i ſmother Chrift's honeſty? 
I dare not conceal. his gooanecis to my ſoul ; he lock d fram d and 
nncough-like: upon me, when i came firſt here; but | believe | 
himſelf better than his looks : I thall not again quarrel Ci, 
eres gloom ; nave he hath taken the rk off his Fate, and 
Laith, Kiſs thy iu; and what can I have more, while I get great 
Hedwen in my tittle Arms © O how ſweet are the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, for Cbriſt! God forgive them, that raiſe an 20 
upon the ſweet Craſs of Cbriſtʒ it is but our weat-and dim eyes, 
look but ta the black ſide, that makes us miſtake: thoſe 
| can take that crabbed- Tree handſomly upon their Back, 
and faſten it on rannily, ſhall find it ſuch a Burden, as wings 
unto a Nd, or Sails to a Ship Madam, rue not of your ha- 
ving choſen the better Part: Upon my Sal vat ion, this is Chriſt's 
truth I now ſuifer for : If I found but cold comfort in my ſuffe · 
rings, I would not beguile others, I would have told you 
Þlainly; but the truth is, Chrift's Crown, his Scepter, and the 
Freedom of his Kingdom, is that, which is now called in que- 
ſtion: Becauſe we will not allow that Chriſt pay tribute, and be 
_ aFaſſal to the ſhelds of the Earth, therefore the Sons ot our 
Miner are angry at us: But it becometh not Chriſt to hold 
Nas Stirrup : It were a tiveet and honourable Death, to 
= dic for the bono of that Riyal and princely King Feſus : This 
Love is a Atem to the 1orid : I would not have believed that 
- there was fo mach in Chr}, as there is; Come and ſee, maketh 
Chrift to be known in bis Excellency and Glory. I wiſh all 
| this Nation knew how ſweet by Breath 1; it is little to ſee 
 Chriff im @ Bock; as Men do the World in a Card: They talk of 
_ Chrift by the Book and the Tongue, and no more.; but to come 
nigh drift, and beufſe him, and embrace him, is another thing. 
Madam, | write to your Honour, for your Encouragement in 
| that bonowable Profeſſjon, Chriſt hath honoured you with: Ye 
| Have gotten the Sumy ide of the Brac, and the beſt of Chriſt's 
Fed thengs; be hath not given you the Baftard's Portion; and 
owebert- ye get ffrckes and ſorc-tooks from your Lord, yet be- 
li-ve his Laut ore that your own Feeding; for this World can 
take nothing from you, that is truly yours, and Death can do 
& you. ng wrong: Your Rock doth not Ebb and Flow, but your 
des That which Chriſt hath faid, ke will bide by it: He will 
e your Tutor; you ſhall not get your Charters of Heaven 


play you wich: It is good that ye have loſt you credit with 


res the taking of you to Heaugn, neither to your ſelf, 
| 133 | e * nor 


'Cbrift, and chat lord freewill, ſhall not be your Tuter; Chrift 


— 9 55 * 
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„Nia RthoſoorT's » 
the gate of it, Ehriſt ( if he had never done more for me ſince 1 


* 


"25 hath engaged my heart, and gained my W in 
this — my —_— It pleaſeth my Welbeloved to dine 


Js 2 poor priſoner, and the King's ſpikenard caſteth a fragranr 


nothing grieveth me, but that 4 eat my feaſts my alone, 
pd that I cannot edifie bis ſaints: O that this Nation knew 


- What is betwixt him and me; none would skar at the croſs of 
Chriſt | my Hence eats me up; but he hath told me, /hethank- 
* * me_ no. leſs; than if I were preaching daily; he ſees how. | 
: x. Iwould hb: at it; and therefore my wages are going to 


Pins pay duly hedfaſt ſoldiers, hewbeit 


ions in the eyes. af my Lord, and 
7. Jlix. 5. my garland, I be baniſhed Miniſter, (the term of A- 
erdleen) aſnameth me not: I have ſeen the white ſide of Chriſt's 
croſs; ho . hath he been to chis oppreſſed ſervant ? Pſal. 
alyl. Ts» 8, 9% 1 


them. that are bowed down: the Lord preſerveth the 


ifett 
ft — If it were come to exchanging of eroſſes, I would not 
e my croſs with any: I am well-pleaſed with Chriſt, and 


e with me; I hope none ſhall hear us. It is true for all this, 


7 


and dawn, = am often anxious, and caſt down for the 


| le of my oppreſſed brother; yet I hope the Lord will be 


for his ſervant. Eut now, upon ſome weak, very weak, 


I wiſk 2 cumberlom 


, * 


ſeeing we muſt have a devil to hold the ſaints waking, 


over the * f the vineyard, like a dry tree; but it was his 
mercy, I fee, that the fire did not burn the dry tree: and 


1 — if my Loxd Jeſus had done that fault, and not H ( wha 


Ford) he hath made the firſt mends, and he ſpake 


not one wond againſt me; but he hath come again, and quick- 
by. —— my — wb his prone? ag fy think the yer an P, 
114 y, and caſualt ies of the crofs ift Feſus my Tord, and 
. O how many rich off-fallings are in my King's houſe | Tam, | 

perſwaded, and dare pawn my ſalvation of it, that it is Chriſt's 
as 1 now ſuffer for; I know his comforts axe no dreams ; he | 


"» 


comforts that akcompany it, than the world's ſet 


e wo 
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ore up in heaven, as if [ were ſtill preachi ing Chritt.' C 1 
py. Though Iack be wit gathered, yet hal Ts 

Garry armou; Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet: ſhall I be. 

| of wy; Lord fhall be my ſtreugtb. 


Lord executeth-judgment for be uppreſſed, be 
grveth food to the hungry: the Lord looſeth the priſoner; the Lord 


get my meat with many ſtrokes, and am ſeven times a day 


bet, bein Lam come to love a rumbling and raging devil 


2 mn; devil, rather than a ſecure and ſleeping 
dne, At my firſt coming hither, I took the dorts at Chriks, . 
| and took up a mach againſt him; I ſaid, He had caſt me 


- —_— _— _—— 


* 
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1 . would not put his ſea} on blayk paper, nor deceive his aflite#® | 
n | ones; that truſt in him. Your Ladyſbip wrote to me, that 8 
e ate yet an ill ſcbolar : Madam, ye mult go in at beavers gates, 
W And your book in your hand, ſtill learning: you hays had your 
2 own large ſhare of troybles, and a double portion; but it ſaith 
* your Father r not a baſtard; full-begotten hams 
f | are nurtured; Heb. xii. 8. I long tn hear of the child, I write 
= | the bleſſings of Chriſt s priſpner and the mercies of God to bim 
„et himbeChrift s and yoars betwixt you, but let Chrift be whole. 
6 + || © -, play-maker, let bim be the lender, and ys the borrower, net an 
„ bonner. Madam, it is not long ſince Fdid write to your Lauyſbix 
„ 4 * that Chriſt is keeping mercy for you; and I bide by it ſtill, and 
& || now Lwrite-it under my hands love him dearly, win in toſee | 
Wt Aim; there is in him, that which you never ſaw; he is a 
* nig b, he is a Tree of Life, green and bloſſoming, both ſummer 
8 And winter: There is a nick in Chriſt:anity, to the which 
2 - Wholoever cometh, they ſee and feel more than others can do- 
e I invite you of new to come to him; Come end ſee, will ſpeak 
4 better things of him, than I can do: Come nearer will ſay 
2 much: Goq thought never this world a portion worthy of you 2 
t. He would not even you to a gift of drrt and clay: Nay, he will 
d not give you Eſau's portion; but reſerves the inberitance of Ja - 
„ « hob tor you: Are ye not well married now? have you not 2 
y || , good Hucband now? my heart cannot expreſs what fad nights 
& . || 4 have for the virgin daughter of my people: Wo is me, for 
Ec dur time is coming, Exek. vii. 10. Behold the day, bebold it is 
"x come, the morning hath gonz forth, the rod hath bloſſomed,. 
'/ pride hath budded violence. riſen up itt a rod of wickedneſs, | 
2 the ſun is gone down upon our prophets. A dry wind upon 
ö Scotland, but neither to fan nor cleanſe : But out of all que- 
55 ſtion, when the Lord hath cut down his forreſt, the after-growth | 
ie of Lebanon ſhall flouriſh, they ſhall plant vines in our mun- 
is | tains, and a cloud ſhall yet fill the temple. Now the blaſag of 
d { _purdeareſt Lord ſeſus, and the bleſſing of him that is ſeparate 
10 | from his brethren, come upon you... Fs 
ce Aberdeen. - Tours, at Aberdeen the priſoner 4 
k- a 4 | 8 . 8. of Chrift, S. R. ; 
_ — —— —— — Was eee a q 
1d. | | To the honourable and ay pry Lacs YG 
Mc: The VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. » 
E 1 5" oe A 
3 Y Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſhip. long 
14 L to bear from you, fam ere wall ifs rel re 4 
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looked-for,” ſhall at length blow in Chriſt 5 ſasls, in this land: 


not, but that he ſhall 
„ before he eſtabliſh his 


5 SIE a vs bs Hot Wo, of Ho 


-— 


F pe ye would think your ſelf a beguiled and coulened 
ſoul, if it were ſo. I would be ſorry to counſel your Ladyſhip. . 
to male a covenant with time, and this life; but rather 

| — to hold in fair generals, and far off from this ill-founded 
en, that is on this fide of the water. It ſpeaketh ſomevyHat, 
when our Lord bloweth the bloom off our daft hopes in this | + 

life, and loppeth the branches of our worldly. joys well nigh the 
root, on purpoſe that they ſuould not thrive. Lord ſpill my 
fool's beaven in this life, that / may be ſaved for ever. A for- - |} 
feiture of the ſaints —_ of the yolk and marrow, of ſhort- 
ing happineſs worldly, is not ſuch a real evil, as our blinded -. 
eyes do conceive. I am thinkivg long now for ſome deliverance, | 
more than before; but I know I am in an error: it is poſſible 
IL am not como to that meaſure of trial, that the Lord is feeki 

in his work: if my friends in Galloway would effectually do 
for my deliverance, I would exceedingly rejoice ; but I know - 
= not, but the Lord hath a way, whereof he will be the only E 
71 En graves Let me know with the bearer, how the | 
= child is. The Lord be his Father and Tutor, and your only 
* Comforter. There is nothing here where I am, but profanity © | 
W Grace, grace be with your Ladiſhip. - fel 


Feb. 112. Tour Ladiſhip's, at all obliged © 
1637. | | F obedience in Chriſt, S. R. 0 | 
— — ä — — — — 


5 To the Noble and Chriſtian L 92 

| _ The VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. 

* Madam, | , | $a 

Race, mercy and peace be to you. I would not omit the 

- occaſion to write to your Ladiſhip with the bearer. am 

glad the child is well; God's favour, even in the ayes of men, 
5 N e 
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We think all is but a little eatneſt, a four hours, a ſmall taſting, 


love praiſes, high ſongs of praiſe for evermore, to thawPlant | 


Epiſt. S. LRTT ERS. 

be ſeen upon him. I hope your Ladyſhip is thinking 

fd and wotul days, — GR. when our 
8 


* 
us judgment, is is g- 
ing, to Rome s brothel-houſe, to ſeek a lover of her own, po 
ing the bath given up with Chriſt her Husband. O what ſweet 
comfort, what rich ſalvation is laid up for thoſe, who had rather 
waſh and roll their garm-nts in their own blood, than break out 
from Chriit by apoitaſie | Keep your ſelf in the love of Chrilt, 
_——_ ag res utions of the ge 2: : . : 
with theſe times, a d from coming nigh the ſigus of a 
eonſpirgey With thoſe that are now come out and Cin 3 


that ye may be One kept tor Chriſt only. i know your Ladi- 


ſhip thinketh upon this, and hom you may be humbled for your 
ſelt and this backſliding land; for I avouch, that wrath from 
the Lord is gone out againſt Scotland. I think ay the longer 
the better of my royal and worthy Maſter : He is become 3 
new Welbeloved to me now, in renewed conſolations, by the 


| > preſence of the Spirit of grace and glory. Chriſt's garments | 
a imell of the powder of the merchant, when he cometh out of 


bis Ivory chambers: O his perfumed face, his fair face, his 
lovely and kindly kiſſes, have made me a poor priſoner 
there is more to be had of Chriſt in this life, than I beli 


we have, or is to be had in this life (which is true, compared. 
with the inheritance) but yet I know, it is more, it ĩs che hing - 
dom of God within us. Wo, wo is me, that I have not ten 
loves for that one Lord Jeſus ; and that love faileth, and dri- 
eth up in loving Fim ; and that I find no way to ſpend my _ 
love · deſires, and the yolk of my heart upon that faireſt and 
deareſt one: I am far behind with my narrow heart. O ho . 
ebb a ſoul have I to take in Chriſt's love! for, let worlds be 
multiplied according to angels underſtanding, in million, 
. While they weary themſelves; theſe worlds would not contain 
the thouſandth part of his love: O if I could yoke in amongſt 
the thick of angels, and ſeraphims, and now-glorifed ſaints, 
and could raiſe a new love · ſong ot Chriſt, before allthe world 
I am pained with wondring at new-opened treaſures in Chriſt : 
if every finger, member, bone, and Joint, were a toreh bur- 
ning in the hotteſt fire in hell, I would they could all ſend out 


of renown, to that royal and high Prince, Jeſus my Lord: hut 


alas! his love ſwelleth in me, and findeth no vent; alas! what 
can a dumb priſoner do or ſay ſor him * O for an engine to 
| . | . : write ; 


1 — 


F 
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* "write 2 book of Chriſt and his love! nay, Liam left of him 
- bound, and chained with his loye ; I cannot find a looſed foul 
to lift up his praiſes, and give out to others. But oh 
my day-light hath thick clouds; I cannot ſhine in his praiſes. 
I am often like a ſhip plying about to ſeek the wind; I fail at 
great leiſure, and cannot be blown upon that loyelieſt Lord: 
555 if 1 could turn my ſails to Chriſt's right airth; and that 
I had my heart's wiſhes of his love! But, I but marr his prai- 
ſes; nay, I know no compariſon of what Chriſt is, and what” 
his worth is: all the angels, and all the glorified, praiſe him 
not fo much as in halves; who can advance him, or ugter all 
his praiſes ? 1 want nothing; unknown faces favour me; ene- 
mies muſt ſpeak good of the truth; my Maſter's cauſe 
ſeth commendation. The nope of my enlargement, 
pearances, are cold: my fait 
omni 


. ” N 


om ap- 
hath no bed to ſleep upon, but 


Aberdeen, 1635. 
3 5 ſmeet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
5 — — : * — 22 
To the right honourable and Chriſtian Lady, 
The VISCOUNTESS of KENMURE. 
Made, | ESE. 
gs; mercy and peace be to your Ladiſhip. I would not 
ont to write a line with this Chriſtian bearer, one in 


aMiftion. I wiſh that my friends in Galloway forget me not; 
+, however it be, Chriſt is ſo good, that I will have no other 
tutor, ff ſe I could have wail and choice of ten thouſand 
beſide. © I think now five hundred heavy hearts for him too lit- 
- tle. I wiſh Chriſt, now weeping, ſuffering, and contemned 
- of men, were more hu 


+. 


rcha- 


- The good will of the Lord, and his ſweeteſt 
preſence be with you and that child. Grace and peace be 


Tour Ladiſhip's in al duty, in bir 


your Ladiſhip's own caſe, driven near to Chriſt, in and by her 


leſirable to many ſouls, than he 


— 


= the ſons of 3 
came, and put 
| Chriſt 


Chriſt and us in others arms ? I am ſure a few years will do ouvTrt 
urn, and the ſoldier's hour - glaſs will ſoon run out. Madam, 
ook to your lamp, and look for N Lord's coming, and lt 
your heart dwell aloof from that ſweet child. it's jealou - 
fie will not admit two equal loves in your Ladiſhip's heart: he 
muſt have one, and that the greatelt ; a little one to a creature 
may, and muſt fuffice a ſoul married to him: Tour Maker it 
your Husband, Iſa. liv. I would with you well, and my obliga- 
tions theſe many years bygone ſpeak no leſs to me; but more 1. 
I can neither wiſh,nor pray, nor deſire for to your Ladiſhip, tian. 
Chriſt ſingled and wailed out from all created good things; or 
Chriſt,. howbeit wet in his own blood, and wearing a crown 
of thorns. I am ſure, the ſaints, at their beſt, are but ſtran 
ers to the weight and worth f the incomparable ſweetneſs on 
briſt. He is ſo new, fo freſh in excellency, every day of new, 
to thoſe that ſearch more and more in him, as if heayen could 
furniſh us as many new Chriſts (if I may ſpeak ſo) as there are 
days betwixt him and us, and yet he is one and the ſame. Oh 
we love an unknown lover, when we love Chriſt! Let me hear 
ao the child is every way; the prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt 
he upon him. Grace for evermore, even while glory perfect 
it, be with your Ladiſhip. 8 „ 5 
: Aberd. 1637. ' _ Tours in his ſweet Lord 
7 5 ; | Feſus, S. R. 
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1 To the noble and Chriſtian Lady, 1 ö 
wee vis COUNT ESS of KENMURE.,, *Þ 


Otwithſtanding the great baſte of the hearer, I would 
N bleſs your La: in paper, deſiring, that fince Chriſt hatmn 
ever cu that the world ſhould haye your love by him, that s 

ye give your ſelf out for Chriſt, and that ye may be for no o- 

ther. 1 know none worthy of you but Chriſt. Madam, lam 

Either ſuffering for Chriſt, and this is either the ſure and „ 
Way, or I have done with heaven, and will never ſee Gods 
Face: (which, I bleſs him, cannot be) I write my bleſſing to 


that ſweet child, that ye have borrowed from God, he is no 
| heritage to you, but a loan; love him as folks do borrowed- 


— 

— 
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things : my heart is heavy for you: They ſay the Kirk of 
- Chriſt hath neither ſon, nor heir ; and therefore her enemies 
|. fall poſſeſs her: bur 1 know ſhe is not that ill-friended, be 


er . | ties. IS np. 4 
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. 30  - Mr. Ratherfoords 

* pleaſ d, I would defire ſome were dealt with, for my re- 
turn to Anwth; but if that never be, I thank God, Anwoth 
is not heaven, preaching is not Chriſt, T hope to wait on. 
Let me hear how the child is, and your Ladyſbip's mind and 
hopes of him; for it would eaſe my heart to know that he is 
well. I am in good terms with Cbriſt, but oh my guiltineſs 


e 


. 
* Chrift, S. R. 


To the right honourable and Chriftian Lady, my Lady 
>, VICOUNTESS of KENMURE. 
Madam, h Ro ; 
Race, mercy and peace to you: I am refreſhed with your 
| Letters: the right hand of him, to whom belong the iſſues 
from death, hath been gracious to that ſweet child ; I dow 
not, I do not forget him, and your Ladyſhip in my prayers. 
Madam, for your own caſe, I love careful, and withal doing 


complaints bf want of practice; becauſe I oblerve many, who | 
think it holineſs enough to complain and ſet themſelves at 
nothing, as if to ſay I am ſick, would cure them; they think - 
complaints a good charm for guiltineſs. I hope ye are wreſt- 


ling and ſtruggling on, in this dead age, wherein folks have loſt 


tongue and legs and arms for Chriſt. I urge upon you, Ma- 


dam, a nearer communion with Chriſt, and a growing com- 


* munion : There are curtains to be drayyn by, in Chriſt, that 


we never ſaw, and new foldings of love in him. I deſpair that 
ever I ſhall win to the far end of that love, there are ſo many 
plies in it. Therefore dig deep, and ſweet, and labour, and 
take pains for him; and ſet by ſo much time in the day for 
him, as you can: he will be win with labour. I, his exiled 


- Priſoner, ſought him, and he hath rued upon me, and hath 


made a moan for me, as he doth for his own, Jer. xxxi. 20. 
Tſe. xlv. 11. and I know not what to do with Chriſt, his love 
furroundeth and ſurchargeth me. I am burdened with it, 

but O bow ſweet and lovely is that burden! I dow not keep 
it within me: I am fa in loye with his love, that if his love 


what weighing and what telling is in Chrift's love! I fear 
. Þothing now ſo much, as the laughing of Chriſt's croſs, yr 


_—_— 
Epiſt. 11. 


d. 1627. Tour Ladyſbip's at all de lieber in | 
_ | 


were not in heaven, I would be unwilling to go there. O 
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Who will bewail her! Now the of the great Angol ; 

of the coyenant be with you and that ſweet chile. 
Aberd. March ) uri in bis ſweet Lon 
a" Sako. 


the love-ſhowers that accompapy it: I wander what he meàan- 
eth to put fuch a ſlave at the board-head, at his own elbo ww. 
O that I ſhould lay my black mouth to ſuch a fair, fair, fair | 4 * 
face as Chriſt! but 1 dare not retule to be loved; the cauſe + Þ : 
is not in me why he hath looked upon me, and loved me, 


for he got neither budd nor hire of me, it colt me —— 
it is good cheap love. O the many pound-weights of his 
love, under which I am ſweetly preſſed! Now, Madam, 1 
perſwade you, the greateſt but play with Chriſtian it, 
they put it by-hand eaſily. I thought it had been an eaſie thing 
to be a Chriſtian, and that to ſeek God, had been at the net 
door; but oh the windings, the turnings, the ups and the 
downs that he hath led me through; ancł I ſee yet much way _ 
to the foord : he ſpeaketh with wy reins in the night ſeaſon; © - 
and in the morning, when I awake, I find his love-· arrows, 
that he ſhot at me, ſticking in my heart: who will help me 
to praiſe ? who will come lift with me, and ſet on high bis 
great love? and yet I find, that a fire-flaught of challenges + 
will come in at mid-ſummer, and queſtion me; but it is on- 
ly to keep a ſinner in order. As for Friends, I ſhall not thin 
world to be the world, if that well go not dry. I truſt 
in God, to uſe the world, as a canny or cunning maſter doth _ 
a knave-ſeryant,' (at leaſt God give me grace to do ſn) he giy- 4 1 
eth him no handling or credit, only he intruſteth him with com- 
mon errands, wherein he cannot play the knave. I pray God, 1 
may vot give this world credit my joys, and eomforts, and 
confidence: that were to put Chriſt out of his office : pay, I 
counſel you, Madam, from a little experience, let Chriſt keep 
the great ſeal, and intruſt him ſo, as to hing your veſſels great 
and , and pin your burdens upon the nail faſtened in Ha- 
vid's-houle, Iſaiah xxii. 23. Let me not be well, ifever they get 
the tutoring of my comforts: away, away with irreſponſal 
Tutors, that would play me a flip, and then Chriſt would . 
laugh at me, and ſay, Well-wared, try again ere ye truſt. Now 
wo is me for my whoriſh mother the Kirk of Scotland; Oh 
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| . Madam, 18 2 * | SE 
| WF: Pon the offered opportunity of this worthy bearęr, 1 


could not omit to anſwer the heads of your letter. 1. I 
think not much to ſet down in paper {ome good things anent 
Chriſt, that ſealed and holy thing; and to feed my ſoul with 
raw wiſhes to be one with Chriſt; for a wiſh is but broken 
and half-loye; but verily to obey this, Come and ſee, is a har- 


der matter; but oh I have rather ſmoke than fire, and gueſſings 


rather than real aſſurances of him: I have little or nothing, 
to ſay, but that I am as one who hath found favour in his eyes; 
but there is ſome pining and miſmannered hunger, that mak-. 
eth me miſcall and nickname Chriſt, as a changed Lord; but 
alas it is ill flitten. I cannot believe without a pledge, I can- 
not take God's word without a caution, as if Chriſt had loſt and 
ſold his credit, and were not in my books reſponſal and law- 
biding : 2 my way; for his way is, Epbeſ. i. 13. 
e 


is dim, when it cometh to handy-grips : and how many have 


o* light, are far different. O what need have I to have the 


aſhes blown away from my dying out- fire I may be a book- - 


man, and be an Idiot and ſtark fool in Chriſt's way: learn- 
ing will not beguile Chriſt : the Bible beguiled the Phariſees, 


and ſo may I be miſled : Therefore as night watches hold one 


another waking, by ſpeaking to one another, ſo haye we need 
to hold one another on foot: ſleep ſtealeth away The light of 
watching, even the light that reproveth ſleeping: . I doubt not 
but more ſhould fetch heaven, if they believ 


| they are already glorified faints : but the 6th Chap. to the 


Heb. may affright us all, when we hear that men may take 


of the gifts, and common graces of the holy Spirit, and a 
"taſte of 


powers of the life to. come, to hell with them: 
here is reprobate filyer, which yet ſeemeth to have the King's 


Image and ſupgrſcription upon it. 3. I find you complain- 
. nner ſo to do, Iam not 


| not heaven te - 
be at the next door : the world's negative holineſs, no adulter- 
er, no murderer, no thief, no couſener, maketh men believe 


Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſf. 22; |} 
| To the right honourable and Chriſtian: Lady, my Lady ., 


elieved, ye were ſealed with the holy Spirit of + 
. promiſe.” 2. Ye write that I am filled with knowledge, 71 
ſtand not in need of theſe warnings : but certainly my light 


full coffers, and yet empty bellies? Light, and the ſaying uſe 


againſt you in that; ſenſe of death is a ſib friend, 2 
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Epiſt. 23. LETTERS. 5 
and blood to life; the more ſenſe, the more life: the 5 
ſenſe of ſin, the leſs ſin. I would love my pain, and ſor ene, 
and my wounds, howbeit theſe ſhould bereave me of my 
nights ſleep, better than my wounds, without pain. O E” 4 
ſweet a thing is it, to give Chriſt his handful of broken arts; 
and legs, and disjointed bones! 4. Be not afraid for lictle 
grace, Chriſt ſowelh his * ſeed, and he will not loſe hix 
ſeed: if he have the guiding of my ſtock and ſtate, it ſhall not 
.miſcarry. Our ſpilt.works, loſſes, deadneis, coldneſs, wretch= - 
edneſs, are the ground which the good husband-man labour 
eth. 5. Ye write that his qo ee fail not, notwithſtanding 
that your ſervice to Chriſt miſcarrieth: To the which I anſwer, 
God forbid that there were buying and ſelling, , and blocking 
for as good again, betwixt Chriſt and us; for then free gracs 
angle go play it, and a Saviour ſing dumb, and Chriſt ga 
a ep: but we go. to heaven with light ſhoulders, and alt 
the bairn-timez and the veſſels great and ſmall that we 
have, are faſtned upon the ſure nail, 4 xxii. 24. the only 
danger is, that we give grace more ado than God giveth it, 
that is, by turning his grace into wantonneſs. 6. Ye write, 
Few ſee your guiltineſs, and ye cannot be free with many, as 
with me: I anſwer, Bleſſed be God, Chriſt and we are not 
heard before mens courts: It is at home betwixt him and us, 
that pleas are taken away. Grace be oo yo e 
2.1 ©» + WVPDurs int his ſweet Lori 


_ % 


od 


To the right honourable and Chriſtian Lady,” 


Madam, 5 ies 3 N . 
Race, mercy and peace be to your Ladyſbip: God be thahik- 


Long fince, ye were half challenging death's cold kindneſs, in 
being ſa flow and ſwier to come and lovſe a tired priſoner: 
but ye ſtand in need of all the croſſes, lofles, changes, 'and'Tad 

| Hearts that bſell you ſince that Ane: Chrilt knowl 50 | 
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> $3 Mir. Rutherfoorts  FEpilt. 13. 
= of fin unſubducd will take them all and more: we know that 
Pal had need of the Devil's ſervice, to buffet him, and far 

More we. But, my dear and honourable Lady, ſpend your ſand- 
glaſs well: am ſure ye have law to raiſe a ſuf againſt 
that devils, men, friends, world, loſſes, Bell, or fin can 

ee againſt you: It is good your eroſſes will but conyey 

you to heaven's getes. 2 In can 122 80, the gates mall be 
Cloſed on them, when ye ſhall be admitted to the throne. 
Lime ſtandeth not ſtill, eternity is hard at our door, O what 
is laid up for you! Therefore harden your face againſt the 
i wind; and the Lamb your Husband is making ready for you, 
the Bridegroom would fain have that day, as gladly as your 

Honcur would with to have it; be hath not forgotten you. I 
ve heard a rumour of the P's purpoſe to baniſh me; but 

2 it come, if God ſo will; the other ſide of the ſea is my Fa- 
ther's ground, as well as this ſide: I o bowing to God, but no 
ſervile bowing to crofles ; I have been but too foft in that: 7 
am comforted that I am perſwaded fully, that Chriſt is Halfer 
=: with mein this well-born and honeſt croſs : and if he claim 
EF] Frightto the beſt half of my troubles, (as I know he doth to the 
| whole I ſhall remit it over to Chriſt, what /fhall do in this 
Caſe ; I know certainly my Lord Jeſus will not marr nor ſpill 
my ſufferings, he hath uſe for them in his houſe. O what it 
worketh on me, to rememher that a ſtranger, who cometh not 
in by the door, {ball build hay and ſtubble upon the golden 
foundation I laid amongſt that people in Azwoth | But I know 

. Providence looketh not aſquint, but looketh ſtraight out, and 

| thorow all mens darkneſs : O that I could wait upon the Lord! 

I had but one eye, one joy, one delight, even to preach 
Chriſt ; and my mother's ſons were angry at me, and have put 
out the poor man's one eye, and what have I behind? Iam 
ſure this ſour world hath loſt my heart deſervedly, but oh 
that there were a days-man to lay his hand upon us both, and 
determine upon my part of it. Alas that innocent and loyely 
truth ſhould be ſold! My tears are little worth, but yet for 
this thing I weep, I weep, alas that my fair and lovely Lord 
Jeſus ſhould be miskent in Itis own houſe ! It reckoneth little 

, of fe hundred the like of me: Yet the wat t oye! 
* breath, yet our King liveth : I write the priſoner's 
Dickings, the good-will, 
comforts of the very God of peace be to your 

Wer Sept. 7. Tur bonour's at all obedience, in 

| | ſmeet Lord Feſitis S. R. 
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bees ae Ae oy Lord, Grave; rey 
IV prace be to you. My foul — exceedingly” to her 
how matters go betwixt you and Chriſt; and whether or "not; = 
there: be any work of Chriſt in that pariſh,” that will bide the 
Wren water: en weighed of my Lord in n juſt 
nce, if your ſouls lis not wel upon me: 0 

and you / riſe with me? thoughts of your ſoul 1 Bas 
our Lord) depart not from me in my ſleep; ye Are 2 great 
part of my tears, ſighs, ſup pllentions; and On . 


could buy your ſouls Rlration v with any ſu 
and that ye and I might meet with joy | 
when we ſhall ſtand before our Judge i 2 up ir the ao =Y 
have any hard thing to depone agate you in that day Othat 
he who quiekneth the dead would give life to my ſowit 
mong yo What joy is there (next to Chriſt) rar Am 
on this ſide of death, would comfort me more, than that the 
ſouls of that 8 people Were in ſafety, and beyond all E. 
zard of loſing? Sir, fle the people this; for when 1 write tb : 
you, Ichinks [ write to you all old and young: fulfil ay on. 
and ſeek the Lord: fure T am, once T' diſcovered 1 
royal, prineely Lord Jeſus to you all: wo, wo, 2 
be your part of it for evermore, if the goſpel be not the ſavour _ 
of life unte life to you: as many ſermons as 1 ached, 25 
many ſentences as I uttered, as many points of dittay f 
they be, when the Lord ſhall plead with the world, —— 
evil of their doings. Believe me, I find heaven 75 
be won: The 'righteous will ſcarcely be ſaved': hit vo- 
lence; of thronging will heaven take! Alas, 1 fee many de- 
ceĩving themſelves; for we will all to heaven, now every ſoul 
dog with his foul Feet will in at the neareſt; to ti ne an 
clean Jeru ſalem: all ſay they have faith, ark} the "ig qt art | 
| in the world know not and will not confider, 
matter of their ſalvation, is the moſt pitiful ip cher can 
and thut no loſs is comparable to this lofs. O then 2 
there be not a looſe pin in the work of „ 
will not believe how quiekly the Judge will come ? 
your ſelf, I know that death is waiting "and Hove, Kt | 
ring ar God's command, that ye erg be pr prepared, - ki E 
ye had need to ſtir your time, to , 
to your rer adviſement; ts x Yn ora wy Ka F 
| 1g, 


ies © bet. oft. Ad avoid. Bia "_ 
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3 -Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 14. 
out of this life, in one property, is like the fin againſt the 
Holy: Ghoſt, and can never be forgiven, becauſe ye cannot 
i |  eome back again thorow the laſt water, to mourn for it. 


now your counts are many, and will take telling, and laying, 
A — betwixt you and your Lord ; fit your counts, 
and order them; loſe not the laſt play, whatever ye do, for 
in that play with death, you precious ſoul is the prize: for 
ws the Lord's lake {pill not the play, and loſe not ſuch a treaſure. 
Te know, out of loye I had to your ſoul, and out of defire I 
uad to make an honeſt count for you, I teſtified my diſpleaſure 
and diſliking of your ways very often, both in private and pu- 
blick: 1 am not now a witneſs of your doings, but your Judge | 
is always your Witneſs. I beſeech you by the mercies of God, 
by the ſalvation of your ſoul, by your 2 when your eye- 
ſtrings ſhall Break, and the face wax pale, and the foul ſhall 
© tremble to be out of the lodging of clay, and by your compea- 
Fance before your lawful Judge, after the fight of this letter 
take a new courſe with your ways; and now in the end of your 
day, make ſure of heaven: examine your ſelf, if ye be in good 
Karneſt in Chriſt ; for ſome, Heb. vi. 4. are partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and taſte of the goa word of God, and of the powers 
tbe life to come; and yet have no part in Chriſt at all. Many 
it believe, but never tremble : the devils are further 
vn than theſe, Jam. ii. 10. Make ſure to your ſelf that ye are 
aboye ordinary profeſſors; the ſixth part of your ſpan-length 
and hand-breadth of your days, is ſcarcely before you: Haſte, 
haſte ; for the tide will not bide. Put Chriſt upon all your ac- 
counts, and ygur ſecrets : Better it is that ye give him your 
in this life, out of your own hand, than that; after this 
Hife, he take them from you. I never knew ſo well what fan 
Was, as ſince I eame to Aberdeen, howbeit.I was preaching of it 
to you. To feel the ſmoke of hell's fire; in the throat, for 
Half an hour; to ſtand beſide a river of fire and brimſtone, 
broader than the earth; and to think to be bound hand and 
foot, and yn in the LINA it. quick, and then to have 
CY locking t ion door, never to be opened for all eterni- 
C O how pork rar a conſcience, that hath any life in it? 
find the fruits of my pains, to have Chriſt and that people 
once fairly met, now meet my ſoul ig my {ad hours; and I re- 
Wiee that I gave fair warning of all the corruptions, now entring 
in s houſe: and now many a ſweet, ſweet, ſoft kiſs, mas \ 
=; ned, well-imelled kifles and embraccments, have I 
received of my royal Maſter. He and I haye had much love | 


— 


— 
r tre. ai "Ty 


= 


«a Www wo dll cc ff avis... r it. .a a ia ooo oa od 


wo 


, F * 


F ee A wed > e «a 


" 


A 
OO” OOO” 2 — — — 


I oſten e n 


2 vail on Chriſt's face 2 cruel covering, that hideth ſuch, 


O when will we meet? O how: is ĩt to dawning, 
ci take wice ooh 


| 22 2 ee Kind 
fee 4 rot rt the mountain: 
en O if be would f fold the heavens tether Izke an 24 aber 


= S S' ' 8 © #. fo EE. EE andost wh 


you, I have no reſt, I have no eaſe, ee 
cars in love's ocean. I Chriſt's love, (that fountain of 

light ) were laid as open to me as I would wWiſh, O 
would drink, and drink abundantly \ O how uy 
this my foul be] 7 half call his — and the mast 


fair, fair face, from a ſick ſoul. 5 —.— challenge him 
but his abſence is 4 mountain of iron e 


the marriage · day? O ſweet Lord 


and 740 time 4 days out of the way, and make ready in 


| baſte the lamb's wife for ber H 1 . he looked u 


A” n | 
1 5 


tes it: 1 know it was not for: that I ſpake ſo, meikle 
good of Chriſt to you in i, if. the heaven and the 
ven of heavens were pa „ and the ſea ink, and the mul - 
titude of mountains pens and I were able to write that 
paper, Mpeg full [ofthe praiſes of my faireſt, mx 
deareſt, my loyelieſt, my ſweeteſt, my matchleſs; and my mo 
marrowleſs and marvellous Welbeloved! Wo is me, I cannos, - 
r angels. O there are e 
0 S incomparable exce excelleney; can 4 poor 
OO do to exalt him? Or what courſe can 7 take to ext 
my lofty, and lovely Lord Jeſus ? * to my wits en 
how to get his Name made great. 2 Who would 
help me in this: how. We on back · parts? O w 
Ke A in his face Theſe that ſee his face, how dow they ger 
their eye plucked off him again? look up ra lian gnd love him, 
O love ar live. kufr te tome, gs ont rene FO 
ter to that people, and if they did if 
cauſe them die of loye for Jeſus ! I charge. by the be rae a 


e 28 


upon 
me, my heart is not mine own, he hath run away to heaven 
the 
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, che free ſalvation: he's fivect balm for thy wounds, 
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Mr. Rithe Epiſt; 1 

his love, and follow him, as ; Leaught them Part by no 
Sheds wird itt hold faft what ye n 
th once delivered; if ye ar chat people quit tos | 

in an hoof; ye break your conſcience in twain : and then 
en mend it, -and eaſt; a knot on it? My deareſt in the Lord, 
ſans faſt in Chriſt : keep the faith: contend for ri; wreitle 
pero and eake mens feud for 'God's favour ; there is no com- 
on betwixt thele. 'Othat my Lord would uli my joys 


= l that is at Anwoth. And 


ee he long bey vengeance, 
curſe of God: in my Lord ag give them a doom of black, 


unhixed;- pure wrath, which my —— aud inks 
good, when we ſtand together before bim, except they 
dimouſly repent, and turn to che Lord, And I write to thee, 
mourning, and broken hearted believer, be Who fhou 


bey be, that have returned to the old vomit 
parture, 7 bind upon their — 4 in my Maſter's 
and 


G poor bumble believer ; Chriſts kiſſes for thy watery checks 5 
blood of atonement . ſoul; . heaven 
for- r of paradiſe: and 


my 11 word ere long. O chat people 
— Othat were wiſe! O that le would 
never — wo they find him! O how 


m 27 foul my nine years pained head, 
* e back, Vi srieved heart) OE 
2 — to God, al all be for notlũ 
Lord Jeſus ſend me but to 
; u before Sore you 2 and to leave p97 oped ſummons at 
ſe ouſes ? 7 ſent as a witneſs -- At gather your 
ditt5fs.  O'my God forbid : Often did 7 of a fan of 
5 you, for che — of ĩt. Told 
| 3 rat from the Lord, to come upon Scot- 
yet Ao Guts Maſter's word; it is quickly 
otland, 


heezuſe of the e of 4 
my dear 


people, my jo 

e the 1552 
e to Gris 

and praiſe Ja! me. - The bleffing of 


* 4 poor priſoner, and your 
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it over betwixt your ſelyes, and agree again; r the Anchor- 


- hold thy right hand, 
. Chrift will he the 
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7 LETTER Ss 
To the be — Honour able and Chriftian Lady uy Lady B 


(hae, oy and Peace bo to jou, from God our Fat "Is 
OC Lord Jeſus Chrilt. I cannot but thank y 
2 for your Letter that hath refreſhed my Soul. I hi 
ways obliged to your bn; k for your love: 4 
e Ben nov Embarked with me, in that 
a; His Lord bath been pleaſed to to put him upon trurk's fd 
I hope, your Ladyſoip will him with your em 
countenance, in that country, where he I a Stranger: and 
Ladyſpip needeth not fear, but your kindnels N e 


en e 


Hand, and to — deſire is to 
Hand, nd to keep th Sm your 45 hope your the mount, 
which certainly is nothing but the new creature : Fear not, 
Chrift will not caſt water upon N and then, 
who cle de de it I he ſay nay? 22 at cor an, ap | 
not ſecure z that co Fx joy. with gg ei, Os 
wromb, and was 2s carly, friends es e bea of ie: 
and Chriſt will not have it — 5 1 23 bteth to take 
up fallen Bairns, and to mend broken Brows: inding up f 
Wounds, is his Office: Iſa. 61. irſt, Iam guad Chrift will get 4 
Employment of his Calling, in you: many a whole ſoul is in 
heaven, which was ſicker than ye are: He i —.— ye la oh. 
ken Arms and Legs on his E Fac, þ he way. elk £4 
2. Hiding of his Face is wiſe ye; his Love is not fond; do- 
* and reaſonleſs, to give your Head no other Pillow, While 
ye be in at Heaven's Gates, but to lie betwixt his Breaſts, and | 
lean upon his Boſom: Nay, his Bairns muſt often haye the 
— cold Side of the Hill, and ſet down both their bare Feet 
among Thorns: His Love bath Eyes, and in the mean time is 
looki on. Our Pride muſt have Winter weather to rot it. 
But Chrift and ye ſhall not be heard ; Ye will whiſper 


1 
4 
| 
|; 


tow abideth faſt within the Vail; the End air 5 is in rs | 
ten ten Fingers: who dare pull, if he bold ?. I the Lord thy God . 


Fear not, I will help thee, IIa. 
Fang, Fer b aflenger ſhall come to Lapd- | 
that will meet 


ou on the Shore. 1 
9 King's bigh-may; 80 œ inf 


Strength Þ 


13. Fear not, Jacob. 


eee 
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* Mr:Retherfborts Epiſt. 16. 
= Strength of the Lord in baſte, as if ye had not leiſure to ſpeak 
= - to the Inn- keepers by the way: He is over b<yond time in the 
other ſide of the Water, who thinketh long tor you. For my 
unfaithful (elf, Madam, I muſt ſay a Word. At my firſt com- 


gaye me Grace not to take my leave; I reſolved to hide Sum- 
mons, and ſit, howbeit it was ſuggeſted and ſaid, V bat ſpould 

be done with a witbered Tree, but over the Dike with it? But 
mow, now, (I dare not, I dow not keep it up) who is feaſted 
as his poor exiled priſoner ? { think ſhame of the Board-head, 
and the firſt Meſs, and the Royal King's Dining-hall, and that 
y black Hand 'ſhould come on ſuch à Ruler's Table: But I 

+ Cannot mend it, Chriſt muſt have his Will; only he paineth my 
Soul fo, ſometimes with his Love, that I have been nigh to paſs 
"modeſtly, and to cry out: He hath left a ſmoaking burning 
Coal in my Heart, and gone to the Door himſelf, and left me 
2d it together; yet it is not Deſertion : I know not what it 
EH Is; but was neyer fo ſick for him as now. 7 durſt not chal- 


— 


TH Henge my Lord, if 7 got no more for heaven, it is a da 
/ Croſs. I know he hath other Thing to do, than to play with me, 


for inſtruments in God's Name; that this is he! And that 7 
may make uſe of it, when it may be a near Friend within me 
will ſay, and when it will be ſaid by a challenging Devil, 
Where is my God? Since I know it will not laſt, I deſire but 
to keep broken Meat: But let no man after me, ſlander Chriſt 

for his croſs. © The Great Lord of the Covenant, who brought 
from the Dead, the great Shepherd of his Sheep, by the Blood 

of _ Fakes Covenant, eſtabliſh you, and keep you and yours 
: 1 March 7. VPVurs in his ſweet Lord 
1037. 


TM. ALEXANDER HENDERSON. 

Reverend and Dear Brother, N ; 

Received your Letters: They are as apples of gold to me, 
for with my ſweet feaſts (and they are above the deſerving 


„and weight me a little, It is but his boundleſs wiſ- 


| \knowerh, to be drunken with oomtort is not Jafeſt for our 


_ — - — , — 
pp 
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Feſus, S. Re 


Df ſuch a ſinner, high and out of meaſure) I have ſadneſs to 
baffaſt me 2 ) 


* 


Ing hither, che devil made many'a black Lie of my eng- 
and fad, The Court was changed, and he was angry, and 
would give an evil Servant his leave at mid-term ; but he 


= 
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Fe | 


And trinle an Apple with me, and that this Feaſt will end. 0 
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dom, who haye taken the tutoring of his witleſs child; and be 
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Epiſt. LET TE Rs. 
e nt 


— * 2 ** hs oe» Jah ogg Ter upon poor weak 


may come out of this furnace with honeſty ;- and that 7 
leave Cbriſts truth no worſe than 7 found. it; and that 
moſt honourable cauſe may neithęt be ſtained, nor — 


As for your caſe, my Reverend aud deareſt Brother, Ye are ths | t 
of the north rand Gath4 and looked to ſo, as if ye were © 


all chryſtal glaſs; your motes and duſt ſhould: ſoon be pro- 


claimed, and trumpets blown dt your lips : But I know. ys | 


have laid help upon one that i is mighty. Intruſt not your come 
forts to men's airy and frothy applauſe, neither lay your down» 


caſtings on the tongues of ſalt mockers and. NEO of - 


* As deceivers, and yet true; 4s unknown, and yet 


1 known. God hath called you to Chriſf's fide, and the - 


wind is now in Cbriſt's face in this land; and ſeeing . 
with him, ye cannot expect the lee · ſide, or the ſunny- 


the brae: Bus I know, ye have reſolved to take Chriſt upon = 1 


terms whatſoever : / hope, ye do not rue, 2 


ſhields of the world think our Maſter and 
that he maketh . too en din, and that his cords and yokes 
make blains and deep ſcores in their neck; therefore 7 


be hated, and that prejudices are taken n up 38 it. The 
rlom — 


kick, they ſay, This tn man ſhall not reign over us. Let us pray 


one for another : He who hath made you a choſen arrow in 
his quiver, hide you in the hollow of his hand: I am 
Aberd. March 9. 


1637. ys - Feſus, | 
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ah 2 nobje and hencurable Led, 
to your Lordſhip, that you- ma | know the oor 


nr its own truths. Ye are © 


— — 


* % I» ns many 


1 


worms, and triumpheth in them : 7 deſire you to pray, that # - 


Tours in bis meet Lord 


8 
10 the right benourable, my Lord LOWDON. r 


4 


of God, ' who hath taken 


/ , Gt tothe ſtreers; With Chriſt on your fore-head, when ſo ma- 
"are #ſhained of him, and hide him (as it were) under their 
' Cloak; a5 if he were a Roleh Cwiſt. If this faithleſs .genera- 

flow (und eſpeefully the Nobles of this Kingdom) thought not 

Criſt dear warts, and Religion expenſtve, hazardous and dan- 
; e would not fhp from his cauſe as they do, and 

' and looking on, with their hands folded behind their back 
| wWhenlowrs are rurming away with the ſpoil of Zion on their 
bad, in4the boards of the Son of n and 
| are tobe had to any, eſpecially for money and moyen 
Chriſt ean get no lav, good cheap nor dear. It were the 

Gery and honour of you, who Ooty 4 
es Fr as feal and ing law will go with — Your dine 
ry Togick from the event (that it will do no good) to the cauſe 
d therefore fence js beſt, til the Lord put to bis own hand} 


raw: Evers are God's; let us do, and not plead againſt 
God's office; let him fit at his own helm, who moderateth all 
events: it is not a courſe to complain, that we cannot get 
a er of goſd, when our lazineſs, cold zeal, tempori: 


Lordfhip will parden me; I am not of that mind, that tumults 
or arms is the way to put Chriſt on his throne; or that Chriſt 
Will be ſerved; and truth vindicated only with the arm of fleſh 
and blood; nay, Chriſt doth his turn with leſs din than with 
. rolled in blood. But I would, the zeal of God were 

n the Nobles, to do their part for Chriſt : And I muſt be par- 
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| but ſpeak to others, what God hath done to the ſoul of —_— 
afftifted, exiled priſoner : His comfort is more than I ever knew 
ÞGefore ; he hath ſealed the Honourable cauſe I now ſuffer for, 
Fa ſhall not believe that Chriſt will put his Amen and ring 
pon an imagination: he hath made all his promiſes good to 
me, and hath filled up all the blanks with his own hand; I 
would not exchange my bonds with the plaiſtered joy of this 
whole world * it hath pleaſed him to make a ſinner the like of 
me, an ordinary banqueter in his houſe of wine, with that 

bY royal, princely One, Chriſt Jeſus, O what ing! O 
| what telling is in his love! How ſweet muſt he be, when that 
black and burdenſom tree, his own croſs, is ſo with 


[I joy abd glndrels? O ber help to-lift him up by praiſes on his 


royal 


* 


upon you to come 


nat (with reverence to your Lordſhip's learning) worth a 


nere rer ase rr 


Sing, and faithlets fearfulneſs ſpilleth good providence. Your 


doned to write to your Lordſhip this, I dow not, I dare not 
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ald to your former fayours to me (for the which 


„ EPHWPY On BRAD RT TRY ©, 


Epiſt. 8. LETTERS.” ot 
royal throne ! I ſcek no . tears > > 

abroad in me, that meikle good may be ſpoken of on my 
behalf: this done, my laſſes, hes, lacs, — 
and liberty, All be up to my full contentment, 
joy of heart. I will be confident your — 
the ftrength of the Lord, and keep Chriſt and ayonch bis, that 
he may read your name before men and 1 
will entreat your Lordſhip to exhort and encourage t Ne- 
bleman ief to do che ſame: but I am wo, many 
find a new wiſdom, which deſerveth not ſuch a name; it wW er 
better that men ſhould ſee, that their wiſdom be holy, and heir 
holineſs wiſe. 7 muſt be bold » to deſire your Lordſhip ta 
your Lord» 


. hath a priſoner's bleſſing and prayers) this, that ye would: 


for the fame 


to befriend my brother, "now - 
po. for he is to dwell nigh your Lordſhip's bounds: Your 
Lordcip s word and countenance may help him. Thus recom- 
your Lor to the ſaving * — 
of Chrite Joſas gur Told, 1 veſt 
Aberdeen, March 9. Tour Tordſpp c obli ed Servant 
- 1627. — — | in Cb „S. R. 
— —-—-—¾—¼ʒ4⸗ — — — — — 


"Tv Mr WILLAAM DALGLISH Minifter of the Goh. | 


- Reverend and dear Brother, * £34 — 5 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. - am well; my Lord 
Jeſus is kinder to me than ever he was; it eth him 
to Lin: and fup with his afflicted priſoner ; a King feaſteth me, 
and his ſpikenard eaſteth a ſweet ſmell. Put Chriſt's love to 
the trial, and put upon it burdens, and chen it will appear love 
indeed: we employ not his love, and therefore we know it 
not. 7 yerily count more of the ſufferings of my Lord, than 
of this world's luſtred and over-gilded glory. I foam not ſa 
but my Lord ſeſus hath fully — my ſadneſs, with his 
Joys; my loſſes, with his own prefence. - 7 Ind it a feet and 
rich thing to exchange my ſorrows with Chriſt's } 5 mx af- 
flictions with that ſweet peace I have with himſelf. Brother, 
this is his on truth 7 now ſuffer for; he hath ſealed my ſuffe-. - 
rings with his own comforts, and I know he will not put his 
ſeal upon blank paper; his ſeals are not dumb, nor deluſive, 
to confitm imaginations' and lies. Go on, my dear Brother, 
in the ſtrength of the Lord, not fearing man that is a worm, 
or the don N that. wall die. — 


— = * _ - +a we =_ 
rein „„ „„ 3 6 AR. 
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ö 


"Mr. en eee 


to open 


and care for our own part, 
for him, and lay Chriff's 
are ours, events are t 


- and ſtir his own helm; there is nothing left us, but to ſee how 
we may be ed of him, and how we 
Fee well doing) upo n him, who is G 
Ommnipotent : And when, what we thus — miſcarrieth, it 


Lord's. When our faith goeth 


to lay; How wilt thow 


s providence, and 
: We haye nothing 


, that? We loſe gro 


Mall neither be our fin. nor croſs. Brother, remember the 


Lord's word to Peter, Simon, loveſt thou me ? Feed my ſheep : 
No greater teſtimony of our love to Chrift can be, than to 
feed .and faichfully his lambs. I am in no better 


rhood with the miniſters here than before; they can» 


not endure that any ſpeak of me, or to me: Thus / am, in the, 


mean time, ſilent ( which is 2 greatel, ief.) Dr. Barron 
hath often dil; with me, an fu Ar minian-con- 
—_— and for the ceremonaes : Three: yokings laid him 


and / have not been troubled with him fince : Now he 


my people, and write to me what ye To the 
Jer : Grage he be with you. 5 
T5 Tour Brother's in bonds, 8. R. 


_ „ o 


— —— 


3 
: To Afr. HU GH. M<KAILL, Minifter of the Goſpel. 


- Reverend and Dear Brother, | . 
you for your Letter: He is come Wa upon 

1 _ — * he hath revived my withered root, and 
1 is as the dew of herbs. I am moſt ſecure in this priſon : 
Salvation is for walls in it, and what think; ye of theſe, walls? 
he maketh the dry plant to bud as the lilie, and to bloſſom as 
Lebanon; The — Husbandman's bl cometh down up- 
on the plants of righteouſneſs : Who may ſay this, (my dear 
| Brother.) if I, his .exiled ſtranger and priſoner, 
ſay it? Howbeit al the world ſho be filent, I cannot hold 
my peace. O how, many black counts hath Chriſt and 1 roun 


ded 3 e wy! eee . 


Fad 


pit. 195 
2 thouſand ſundry doors, for” the deliverance of" | 
| | his own; ben it is even come to a conclamatum eſt. Let us 
1 which is to do and ſuſo 
on himſelf, and leave it theres 


with events, and to hold a court (ii may ſo — 2 


to do 
to let the Almighty exerce his own office, 


foll the weight 


Rab 3 pointed a diſpute before witneſſes; / — Chriſt and 
hall do for themſelves. I hope, Brither, ye will. help 
iſhop is te de 


may nor 


Sg ANS 5 


2 


AY 7,0” 


8 
*. — 


- 
— r * 
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5 


* 


„ 
as * 


A 


one from any other : his dealing, and the way of his judg- 


8 Käß 78 748 


truly I find we have the adva 


fat a 


portion hath he given to a hungry foul! I had- rather 


1 - 


by 
5 
* 


have Chriſt's faur- hours, than have dinner and ſupper both in 


ments paſs finding out: No preaching, no book, no learning 
—— which I bebored to come and get in this 
town. But what of all this, if I were not miſted, confounded, 
and aſtoniſhed how to be thankful, and how to get him praiſed 


for evermore ? And, which is more, he bath been pleaſed to 
pain me with his love, and my pain groweth through want of 


real poſſeſſion. Some have written to me, that I am 


too Joyful of the croſs ; but my Joy over-leapeth the croſs, A | 


is. bounded and terminate upon 
over loud and 2 and 1 ſhall again be put to walk in the 
ſhadow : but Chriſt muſt be welcome to come and go as he 


thinketh meet; yet he would be more welcome to me, I trow, 


to come than go: And, I hope, he pitieth and pardoneth me, 
in caſting apples to me, at ſuch a fainting time as this; hol 
and blefled is his hame. Nee of Chri 
that drew a kiſs from his mouth; but 


try the foord: and I cannot make a lie of Chriſt's croſs; I can 


report nothing but good both of him and it, leſt others ſhould. - 
faint. I hope, when a change cometh, to caſt anchor at mid- 
night 2 the Rock (which he hath taught me to know in this 

) whither I may run, when 1 muſt ſay my leſſon with-- 
out book, and believe in the dark. I am ſure it is ſin to tar- 
row of Chriſt's good meat, and not to eat when he faith, Eat, 


day-lig 


riſt. I know the ſun will 


would ſend me as 4 
ſpy in to this wilderneſs of ſuffering, to ſee the land, and to 


O welbeloved; and drink abundantly. If he bear me on his 


back, or carry me in his arms over this water, I hope for grace- 


to ſet down both my feet on dry ground, when the way is bet- 
ter: but this is ſlippry 9 ; my Lord thought good L 


Y !hould go by an hold, and lean on my Welbeloved's ſhoulder: 


it is good to be ever taking from him. I deſire he may get the 


© fruit of praiſes for dawting, and thus dandling me pos. big. 
Ve. 3 


knee: and I may give my bond of 1 ſo being 


Chriſt's backbond ain for my relief, that 7 ſhall be ſtrength- | 


ned -bY. his powerful grace, 


« 


to pay my vows to him. 
3 of the brae upon our ene - 
mies: we are more than conquerors, through him Who hath, 


1 : 
* 4 * * 


loved us; and they know not wherein our ſtrength lieth. 
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letters of that name: Men ſee but as men, and they 
twenty, and twenty an hundred ; but; O! to be approved of 


| honeſ-crols” my 


| » like a fool: Thelieyed, under ſuffering for 


' door, as well as another 


If we could take pains for the kin 


— — 2 


Mr. Rehe eds 5 
5. To my Lady BOYD. WP; 
eee, . | 


w Race, mercy- and peaco be unto vou: the Look hath 
brought me to Aberdeen, where L ſee Godin few. This 
town hath been adviſed. upon of purpoſe for me: kt conſiſteth 
either of Papiſts, or men of Gallios naughty faith; it is counted 
wiſdom in the moſt, not to countenance a confined Miniſter! 
bat I find Chriſt neither "ſtrange nor unkind'; for I have 
found many faces ſmile upon me ſince I'came hither. I am 
heavy and fad, conſidering what is betwixt the Lord and my 
foul, which-none ſeeth but he. I find men have miſtaken me: 
live rpc (as I now ſee ) to ſpin ſmall; and make 


hypoeriſie ſeem a goodly web, and to go through the market 
2 2 flint among men, 
obſer vation: So caſie is it to deceive men. I have diſputed, 


and yet ſteal quietly to hell, without 


whether or no I ever knew any thing of Chriſtianity, —4 the 
Cali ten 


God in the heart, and in ſincerity, is not an ordinary mercy : 
my negleds while I had a pulpit, and other thi 
am aſhamed to ſpeak, meet me now, ſo, as maketh an 
daily ſorrow ; and for fear of ſeandal and 
1 maſt hide this day of the law's SE I 
know not, if this court, within my ſoul, fenced i in 
Chriſt's name, If certainty of ſalvation were to be 
God knoweth, if 7 had ten earths, I would not with 
„that I my ſelf 
ſhould keep the key of Chriſt's treaſures, and take out comforts 
when T7 liſted, and eat, and he fat: But I ſee now'a ſufferer for 
Chrift will he made to know himſelf, and will be holden at the 
poor ſinner ; and will be fain to eat 
with the bairns, and to take the by- -hoard; and glad ſo: my 
on the croſs of Chriſt, that bath made me ſee this. Oh 
om of heaven! but we fit 
down upon ſome ordinary marks of God's children, t 
we have as much as will ſeparate us from à reprob#te}* 
thereupon we take the play, and cry Holy- day: And the 
devil caſteth water on our fire, and blunteth our zeal and care: 
but I ſee heaven is not at the nextAqor; and I ſee;howbeit my 
challenges. be man 7 ſuffer for Chriſt, and dare hazard my 
ſalvation upon it; for ſome times my Lord cometh'with'a fair- 
Naur, and 0 but his love be foo, delightful, * et 
- 
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Epiſt. 12 LETTERS, 


able! Half a kiſs is ſweet: but our doting love will not 8 
content of a right to Chriſt, unleſs we get po — | 

man who will not be content of ri its $0 bought land; EX | 
he get als the ridges and acres upon his back, to cart 
home with him. However it be, Chris wiſe; and/we are 
fools to be browden 'and fond of pawn in the loof of our 


hand: living on truſt by faith may well content us. 


Madam, 
I know your Ladyſhip knoweth this, and that made me bold thy 


write of it, that others might ſomewhat by my bonds 
for the truth; for I ſnould Abe, 2 J aim at — to haue my 
Lord well ſpoken of, and honoured, howbeit he ſhould mae 
nothing of me, but a bridge over 2 water. Thus recommends 
ing your Ladyſbip, your ſon, and children to his grace, who 
hath honoured you with a name and room among the 2755 
in 3 and wiſhing grace” to be with your Lane 


en 14 | Tour Lady 2% in bit ſweeteſt 
Lord Feſws, . N. — 


„ 129 
— 2 _ GG ——_— — —_— 4 AM ad _ 
— —_— 


To Me DAVID DICKSON 


Reverend and Dear Brother, | 
Race, 22 — unto you. 5 1. bal eee es 
ſpecially old friends, skar to ſpeak for me; but my king- 
and royal Maſter biddeth me try his moyen to the- — 
moſt; and I ſhall find a friend at hand: I ſtill depend on him; 
his court is as before; the priſoner is welcome to him; the 


black crabbed tree of my Lord's croſs hath, made Chriſt and 
my ſoul yer 6 entire; he is my ſong in the night. I. am often 

and then, if a mountain of iron were laid upon me, I 8 a 
heavier : and with much wreſtling I win in cords king hou 

through his comforts, 1 tive been affaid my 6 | 
and to cry out, for I can ſcarce bear what 1 flo ä — — 

And, believe it, his love 

baniſhment. 1 cannot-ger 2 gate 6 * Chrift's love: Had. 

ſo faint-hearted. In my heavieſt times; when all is 105 the 
memory of his love maketh me think Chrift's- glooms are but 


laid in the 

of wine, and for the moſt part re ay iſs o_ and 

me a meaſure heaped up, preſſed down, and running oer: 
known what he was keeping for me, Iwould never haye been 
for the faſhion : I ſeek no more but a vent to my wine; Lam 


1 . fot want of a vent. Think nor 


| much 


* 


uſt with challenges, and apprehenſions of his angetz A 


me more than prifon-and | 
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Mr. Ratherfoorf's , Epiſt.' 22. 
ion: It is before you; but it is not as men 
' conceive of it: My ſuggared crols forceth me to ſay this to 

you, ye ſhall have wailed meat, the ſick bairn is oftentimes 
the ſpilt bairn : Ye ſhall command a!l the houſe. I hope ye 
help a tired priſoner to pray and praiſe :. Had I but the annual 
of annual to give to my Lord Jeſus, it ſhould eaſe my pain; 
but, Alas, I have nothing to pay, he will get nothing of poor 
me: But I-am wo I have not room enough in my heart for 
' Fuck a ſtranger. I am not caſt down to go further North, I 
have good cauſe to work for my Maſter : For I am well paid 
before the hand; I am not behind, howbeit I ſhould not get 
one {mile more, till my feet be up within the King's dining- 


ball. I have gone through yours upon the Covenant; It hath 
, edified my ſoul, and refrethed an hungry man: I judge it 
| fhapp, ſweet, quick, and profound: Take me at my word, J 
ear it get no fodging in land The Brethren of Ireland 
| write not to me; chide with them for that: I am ſure that J 
may give you and them a commiſſion (and 7 will bide by it) 
that you tell my Beloved, I am fick of love. I hope in God. 
to leave ſame of my ruſt and ſuperfluitics in Aberdeen: I can- 
not get an houſe in this town, wherein to leave drink-filyer in 
my Maſter's name, ſave one only: There is no fale for Chriſt 
in the North ; He is like to lic long on my hand, ere any accept, 


him. Grace be with you. 


1 Mberde : Tours in by ſweet Lord Jeſu, S. R. ö 
N. . MATT HEW MO WAT. 
Ts Boverend and Dear Brether, x 2 


Am a very far miſtaken man; if others knew how poor my 
ſtock were, they would not think upon the like of me, 
but with compaſſion; for I am as one kept umler a ſtric tutor: 
7 would have more than my tutor alloweth upon me, but it is 
good that a bairn's wit is not the rule which regulateth my 
— Jeſus: Let him give what he will, it ſhall ay be above 
merit, and my ability to gain therewith. I would not wiſh a 
better ſtock (while heaven be my ſtock ) than to live upon 
credit at Chriſt's hands, daily borrowing : Surely running over. 
love, that vaſt, huge, bokindlels love of Chriſt (that there is 
„telling in for man and angel) is the only thing I faineſt would 
be in s with: He knoweth 7 have little but the love of that 


love z and that I ſhall be happy, ſuppole I never get another. 
heaven, but only an eternal Laing d of tht love: Bur fp 
"1 + 1 25 | 5 3 0 & 


— 
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of the year is drop 


Epiſt. 22. LETTERS. ay 
pole my wiſhes were poor, he & not poor: Chriſt all the ſeaſons 
| ping ſwertnels: it I had veſſels, I might fill : 
them; but my old riven, holly, and running-out diſh, even when 
I am at the well can bring little away i Nothing but glory will 
make tight and faſt our lecking and rifty vefſels, Alas 1 have 
skailed more of Chrilt's grace, love, faith; humility, and godly 
ſorrow, than I have brought with me. How little of the ſea 
can a Child carry in his hand? as little dow I take away of my 
— ſea, my boundleſs and running over Chriſt Jeſus.. 1 
ave not lighted upon the right gate of putting Chriſt to the 
bank, and ing my ſelf rich with him: my miſguiding 
and childiſh trafficking with that matchleſs Pearl, that hea- 
ven's Jewel, the ſewel of the Father's delights, hath put me to 
a great loſs. O that he would take a loan of me, and my ſtock, 
and put his name in all my bonds, and ſerve -himlelf Heir to 
the poor mean portion I have, and be countable for the ta- 
lent himſelf Gladly would I put Chriſt in my room, to guide 
all; and let me but a ſervant to run errands, and do by his 
direction, let me be his interdicted heir. Lord Jeſus work 
upon my minority, and let him win a pupil's hleſſing. Oh 
how would I rejoyce to have this work of my falyation legally 
faſtned upon Chriſt !_ A back-bond of my Lord Jeſus, that it 
ſhould be forthcoming to the Orphan, ſhould-be my happi-- 
nels ; Dependency on Chriſt, were my ſureſt way: if Chriſt 
were my bottom, I were ſure enough. I thought guiding of 
grace had been no art, I thought it would come of will; but 
I would ſpill my own heaven yet, if I bad not burdeyed Chriſt 
with Al. I but lend my bare name to the ſweet coyenant : 
Chriſt behind and before, and on either ſide, n all 
ſure» God will not take an Arminian - cautioner Free-w:ll, 
a weather · cock, turning at a ſerpent's tongue, a tutor that 
couped our father Adam unto us, and brought down the 
houle, and ſold the land, and ſent the father, and mothef, 
and all the bairns through the earth, to beg their bread : 
Nature in the Goſpel hath cracked credit, O 28 my 
poor ſoul for evermore, that my Lord called grace & the 
council, and put Chriſt Jeſus with free merits, and the blood 
of God, foremoſt in the chaſe, to draw ſinners after a Ranſomer. 
O what a ſweet block was it, by way of buying and ſelling, 
to give and tell down a ranſom for grace and glory te de? 
—_ i 


of a Brother-zanſomer ! Gon Raxſamer 


— 


_ by 


F 


go Mr. Rutherfoors  FEpiſt. 22. 
F 1 if he would take it, and make uſe of it ' L ſhould, 

: happy, if had an errand to this world, but for ſome few 
years, to ſpread proclamations and out-cries, and love · letters, 
of the highneſs (the highneſs for evermore) the glory (the 
glory for evermore ) of the Ranſomer, whoſe clothes were wet, 
and dyed in blood; howbeit, that after I had done that, my ſoul 
and body ſhould go back to the mother Nothing, that their Cre- 
ator brought. them once out from, as from their 1 But 
why ſhouid I pine away, and pain my ſelf with wiſhes, and not 
believe rather. that Chriſt will hire ſuch an out · caſt as I am, a 

maſterleſs body, put out ot the houſe by the ſons of my mother, 
and give me employment and a calling, one way or other, to 
out Chriſt and his wares, to country buyers, and propoſe Chriſt 
unto, and preſs him upon ſome poor ſonls, that fainer than their 
+ life would receive him? You complain heavily, of your ſhort- 
coming in practice, and venturing on ſuffering for Chriſt : Lou 
have many marrows. For the firſt, I would not put you off 
ſenſe of wretehedneſs; hold on, Chriſt never yet flew a ſighing, 
groning child; more of that would make you won goods, and 
a meet prey for Chriſt. Alas I have too little of it! for ven- 
| turing on ſuffering; Ihad not ſo much free gear, when / came to 
Chriſt's camp, as to buy a word; a wonder that Chriſt ſhould 

not laugh at ſuch a ſoldier: I am no better yet; but faith liveth 
and ſpendeth upon our Captain's charges, who is able to pay 
for all: we need not pity him, he is rich e h. Ye deſire me 
alſo not to miſtake Chriſt under a mask; I bleſs you, and thank 
God for it; but alas, masked or bare · faced, kiſſing or gloom- 
ing, I miſtake him: Yea, I miſtake him furtheſt when the mask 
is off; for then 7 play me with his ſweetneſs: I am like a child 
chat hath a golden book, that playeth more with the ribbons, 
and the guilding, and the picture in the firſt page, than read- 
eth the contents of it. Certainly, if my deſires to my Wel- 
Beloved were fulfilled, 1 could provoke devils, and croſles, 
and the world, and tentations to the fields: But Oh, my 
1 makes me lie behind the buſh and hide me. 
ber my ſervice and my bleſſing to my Lord; I am 
mindful of him as I am able: deſire him from a priſoner, to 
come and viſit my good Maſter, and feel but the ſmell of bis 
love: it ſets him well, howheit he be young, to make Chriſt 
Bis Garland; 1 could not wiſh him in a better caſe, than in a 
ver of love · ſi:xneſs for Chriſt. Remember my bonds. The 
Tord Jeſis be with your ſpirit. | 
Aberd. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſu, S8. R. 
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would fain haye 
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ä 1 your inns { the place of your baniſhment I for your HE 5 


now you find it not ſo: 
leſſon when they firſt go to ſehool; and it is enough tharthaſe 
who run a race, ſee the gold only at the ſarting-place ; 


uin to the rinks-end, and get the 


fare way you W 


Bpitk ag, . LETTERS. * =. 
5 . WILLIAM HALLIDAY, 7 


« deving fend, 

your jetter: I Wish ye take pine bor Siri, 
miſtaken grace, and ſomewhat like converſion, yhich is nat 5 

canyerſiop; is the ſaddeſt and moit doleful thing in the world: , 

make ſure of ſalvation,and lay the — ure, for many are. 


” 7 tC: 


beguiled: Put a low price upon World's b ile 
ey 7 


2 upon Chriſt: temptations will come, but 

qpade welcorte 9 ＋ 4 2 2 5 of it ! Be ban over 
your felt, and your own heart, eep touches wit God; 
jet bim not have à faint and feeble ſoldier of you : fear not i 
back Chriſt, for be will conquer and oyercome: Let no man 


_ $karat Chriſt, 1 I have no quarrels at his croſs; He and 


his croſs are two ueſts, and worth the lodging Men 
Erie cheap, buche Wee 
come down ; acquaint your ſelf with prayer: Make Chriſt 
your Captain, and your Armour; make conlcience offeuting 
when 22 ſeeth you. Grace be with you. | 


Tours in Chrift Jeſu, 8. R. 5 
| 75 4 Gentlewoman, ron the Death of bi her Huchand. | 


Dear and loving Siſter, pune, 
Know ye are minding'your fect e country , 5nd not 


SS 


this life is not worthy to be the thatch or outer-wall of your 
Lord Jeſus his paradiſe, that he did ſweat for to you; and that 
he keepeth for you: and filly and ſand - blind were our hope 2 
if it could not look over the water to our beſt heritage, 2 170 N 


it ſtayed only at home about the doors of our clay-houſe. 


marvel not, my dear þfter, that ye complain, that ye — 45 
ſhort of your old wreſtlings you Ed for a bleſſing; 8 that 
airns are hut hired to learn their 


poſſibly they ſee little more of it; or nothing at all, till From 2 
gold in the loof of chr : 
hand. Our Lord maketh delicates © idaineies of his N | 
preſence and love-viſits to his own, but Chriſt's love t 
vail is love; if 3 Chriſt, howbeit not the ſweet and 

d have him, it is 3 Fox che Wel- 
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For worldy things, ſeeing they are meadows and fair flowers 


" Afr: Reltivforts en ing: 


loved cometh not our way, he muſt wail his own gate himſelf, 


in your way to heaven, a ſmell in the by-going is ſufficient : 
He that would reckon and tell all the ſtones in his way, in a 
J y of three or four hundred miles, and write up in his 
count-book all the herbs, and flowers growing in his way, 
might come ſhort of his journey: - You cannot ſtay in your 
inch of time to.loſe your day (ſeeing you are in haſte, and 
the night and your after-noon will not bide you) in ſettin 

Your heart on this vain world: it were your wiſdom to re 

your count-book, and to have in readineſs your buſineſs a- 


| paint the time you come to death's water-ſide. I know your 


odging is taken: Your fore-runner Chriſt hath not forgotten 


that, and therefore you muſt {et your {elf to one thing, which 


e cannot well want. In that our Lord took your husband to 
imſelf, I know it was that he might mae room for himſelf: 


He cutteth off your love to the creature, that ye might learn 
that God only is the right owner of your love, ſorrow, los, 
J1adneſs, 4 

Chriſt knoweth well what to make of them, and can put his 


or the worſt things that are, except ſin; but 


own in the croſs's common, that we ſhall be obliged to affli - 


tion, and thank God, who learned us to make our ac- 
| 8 with ſuch a rough companion, who can hale us to 
t 


: You muſt learn to make evils your great good, and 
to ſpin out comforts, peace, joy, communion with Chriſt, 


out of your troubles, that are Chriſt's wooers, ſent to ſpeak 
for you to himſelf. It is eaſier to get good words, and a 


comfortable meſſage from our Lord, even from ſuch rough 


ferjeants, as divers temptations. Thanks to God for eroſſes. 


When we count and reckon our lofles in —_—_— we find 
godlineſs is great gain. Great partners of a ſhipful of gold, 


are glad to ſee, to ſee the ſhip come to the harbour: Surely 


we and our Lord Jeſis together, have a ſhipful of gold coming 
home, and our gold is in that ſhip. Some are ſo in love (or 
rather in luſt ) with this life, that they ſell their part of the 


- hip, for a little thing: I would countel you to buy hope, but 


it not, and give not away your crofles for nothing; the 
inſide of Chriſt's croſs is white and joyful, and the far end of 


the black eroſs is a fair and glorious heaven of eafe : and ſee- 
ng Chriſt hath faſtned heaven to the far end of the croſs, and 


he will not looſe the knot himſelf, and none elſe can, (for 
when Chriſt caſteth a knot, all the world cannot looſe it) let 
us then count it exceeding joy, when we fall into diverſe 
$50 | & 3 tctemptations. 
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id. 


for 
let 
erſe 
ons. 


and | homely to jake and give, borrow and lend. 6. Let not bairng; 


Epil. 2 2. LETTERS © 8 
temptations. Thus recommending you co the tender mere, + M 


and grace of our Lord, I reſt 
Aberd. : "Tour gr loving, Brother, S. R. 
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To JOHN GORD ON ee ee. 7 


2 and dear Broth | 
Wrote of late to you: multi af letters e ac. 
Lam refreſhed with your letter: I exhort yow'in the bowels: 
of Chriſt; ſet to work for your ſoul, and let theſe bearweight® 
ns > and ponder them ſeriouſly, 1. and gnaſh-" 

of teeth in utter- darkneſs, or heaven's jay. 2. Think What 

ye 5 ended give for an bour, when ye ſhall lie like: dead, cold, 

laekned clay. 3. There is ſand in your glaſs yet, and your fun* 
is not gone down. 4. Conſider what joy and peace is in Chriſt's , 
ſervice. 5. Think- what advantage it will be to have * 
the world, life and death, eroſſes, yea and devils, all for you, as: 
the King's ſer jeants and ſervants, to do your buſineſs. 6. Tas | 
have mercy — your ſeed, and a bleſſing on your houſe. 7. To: 
have true honour, and a name on earth, that eaſts a ſweet” 
ſmell. 8. How ye will rejoice when Chriſt layeth down yours 
head under bis chin; and betwixt his breaſts, . drieth you 
face, and welcometh you to glory and happineſs? 9. imagines: £ 
what pain and torture is a guilty conſcience'? What. flavery' to 
carry the devil's unhoneſt loads? 10. Sin's Kore bg» nights- 
2 thoughts, vapours, inations and ſhadows. 
11. What dignity it ĩs to God ? 12, Dominion ane 
maſtery over tentations, over the world, and ſin. 13. That ug ; 
3 ſhould be the tail, and you the head. For your baitns: 
now at their reſt ; I ſpeak to you and your viſe —— 
read this) 1. I am witneſs of Barbaras glory in heaven. 2. For 
the reſt, I write it under my hand, thre are 3 al chile 


Scotland, when barren wombs and d pens 
parents, ſhall be pronounced bleſſed : They ate then inthe lee 


of the harbour, _ _y ſtorm come on. 3. They aro not loſt # 
to you, that are laid up in Chriſt's mma ack. heaven. 4. A 
the reſurrection ye meet with them; there they are feng 
before, but — aways 5. Your Cort — Wu, who is 


be your idols ; for will be jealous, aq _ 6, 2 
idol, becauſe he is greedy of your love wholly.. I bleſs y 
your wife and children. Grace for evermore be with KA. * 
Aberds ... D: , or 


— 
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7 joux GORDON, of Ck ade | 


be and deaf fs 2 e 
Our Letter my joy 
7 if Chriſt and ye be faſt together: Y. e are my joy and 
my ran know I have —— his Ioye to you. I 
deſie the world ſatan and fir, His love hath neither —, 
Tor bottom in it · My deareſt in Chriſt, I write my ſoul 
> ry you; Heaven is not at the next door: J find chriſtia- 
hard at Set to it in your evening; we would all 
keep both and our right- eye, our right hand and foot; 
it will not be with us. I beſeech you, by * ereies of 
and your compearance before Chriſt, Chriſt's 
cetint-bobk and your own together, al ene them: give 
remmant of your time to your foul: this idal-god, 
world; Will be lying in white aſhes, in the day of your 
mpearanee; and _ ould night-dreams; and day-ſhadows,. 
aud water- roch, and May-flowers run away with your r heart? 
When we win to the — and black death's river - 
tand put our foot in the boat, we ſhall laugh at our 
re "Irs recommend. unto you the thoughts of death, 
would'wiſh your foul to be, when ye ſhall lie 
l, b nlſmelling hays For any hireling to be intrud-. 
. 6d; being 's priſoner; eannõt ſay much; but, as God's 
= 4 defire you to read: Afr i. 16, 16. to the end and 
\ 47 vi. 25 3, U J. and e ſhall Find, Göd's people ſhould 
= hzve'z voice in-ch harch-ralers and teachers. I ſhall 
= be forvy; if willinply Ee ez ive way to bis unlawful in- 
trufion'apon m ee 1 only wiſe God cred yous God $ 
grate be — 582 
2 Aber. Nb Tour loving Paftors 5. N. 
ch "DBARLESTOUN ounger«- 
31 273 Mach bond ed and welbeloved in the Lord, / 


% Race, And be to you. Nour hang ive a. 

: dal to my 1221 bin writing: 71 muſt firſt tell you, there 
Bot ſack a glaſſſe, idy; and flippry piece of way, betwixt you 
Aa keayehn,)as Wuth ? I have enperience t6 fay with me here, 
and feal what T feet 4 hie old aſlies of the fr of my Youth, 
2 Ack of forrow' to me: 4 have ſeen the devil, as it 
br agent baried, and yet riſe again, ant he a wore de- 
ae hb Thorefore, my gn gigreen 


1 — 8 
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| Chriſt ſomewhat ado, I am glad thit he is employed that 


oung devil, that bath never been buried: the devil in his 
flowers (I mean, the hot fiery luſts and paſſions of Youth Y © © 
is much to be feared ; better yoke with an old gray-haired, . * 
withered, dry devil: for in Youth he findeth dry ſticks, 


— 


dry coals, and an hot hearth-ſtone ; and how ſoon can he with | 


bis flint caſt fire, and with his bellows blow it up, and fire 
the houſe ? Sanctified thoughts, thoughts made conſcience of, MW 


and called in, and kept in aw, are green fewel that burn nat, 


and are a water for Satan's coal. 


et, I muſt tell you, the 

whole ſaints now triumphant in heaven, and ſtanding be- 
fore the throne, are nothing but Chriſt's forlorn and beggats © 
ly dyvours. What are they, but a pack of redeem! | fins | 
ners? but their redemption is not only paſt the ſeals, b | 
compleated ; and yours is on the wheels, and in doing: 41 
Chrift's good bai 5 go to heaven with a broken brow, an 
with a crooked leg. Chriſt hath an advantage of you, and I pray _ 


you let him have it, he ſhall find employment for his ca 
no ſale nor market in you; but ye mult be content to give 


in you : if it were not with you as you write,grace ſhauld 


way: let your bleeding ſoul, and your ſores he put in the 
hand of this expert Phyſician ; let young and ſtrong corrup- 
tions and his free Grace be yoked together, and let Chriſt a 
your fins deal it betwixt them. I will be loth to put you 
your fears, and your ſenſe of deadneſs : ( I'wiſh it were 0 


there be ſome wounds of that nature, that their b I 
ſhould not be ſoon ſtopped : ye muſt take a houſe beſide the 
Phyſician ;.it ſhall be a miracle if ye be the firſt ſick man hes 
put away uncured, and worſe than he found you. Nay, nays 
Chriſt is honeſt, and in that, flyting free with finners ( Job 
Vi. 37. And bim that cometh to me, I will in no caſe caſt ogt.) 
Take ye that: It cannot be preſumption to take that as 
your own, when ye find your wounds ſtound you; preſumpti- 
on is ever whole at the heart, and hath but the truant- ſickneſs, 
and groaneth only for the faſhion ; faith hath ſenſe of ſick- 
nels, and looketh like a friend to the promiſes; and looking 
to Chriſt therein, is glad to ſee a known face. Chriſt is as] 
a feaſt, as ye can have to hunger. Nay, Chriſt, I ſay; is not a 
full man's leavings ; his mercy ſends always a letter of defian 
to all your fins, if there were ten thouſand: moe of them. 1 
grant you, it is a hard matter for a poor hungry man, ta win 
ns meat upon hidden Chyiſt; for then the key of his - 
door, and of the houſe of TI is a ſeeking, and cannt 
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Mr. Rutherfaord's 


n them 


of his head, when he hideth himſelf; it is not time then to be 
bird · mouth d and patient. Chriſt is rare indeed, and a deli- 
cate to a ſinner; be is a miracle, and world's wonder, to a 
ſeeking and a weeping ſinner; but yet ſuch a miracle, as will 


be ſeen by them, who will come and fee : the ſeeker and ſigher 
zs at laſt a finger and enjoyer; nay, I have ſeen a dumb man 
fem Chriſt He that can tell his tale, and ſend 


get an aims 
uch a letter to heaven, as he hath ſent to Aberdeen, it is very 


like he will come ſpeed with Chriſt : it bodeth God's mercy 


to complain heartily for fin. Let wreſtling be with Chriſt, till 


he ſay, How is it, Sir, that I cannot be quit of your bills, and 
Jour miſlearned cries? And then hope tor Chriſt's bleſſing, 
and his bleſſing is better than other ten bleſſings. Think not 
ame becauſe of your guiltineſs ; neceflity mult not bluſh to 
beg: it ſtandeth you hard to want Chriſt” and therefore that 
which idle on-waiting cannot do, miſnurtured crying and 

ing will ds. And for doubtings, becauſe ye are not as 
ye were long ſince with your Maſter, conſider three things, 
1. What if Chriſt had ſuch tottering thoughts of the bargain 
of the new Covenant, betwixt you and him, as you have. 2. 
Your heart is not the compaſs Chriſt ſaileth by: He will give 


vou leave to ſing as ye pleaſe, but he will not dance to vo r 
. + It is not referred to you and your thoug- 
what briſk fim: 


will do with the charters betwixt you and 


Your own misbelief hath torn them; but he hath the princi- 
pal in heaven, with himſelf: Your thoughts are no parts of. 
the new Covenant; dreams change not Chriſt. 3. Doubtings 

are your ſins, but they are Chriſt's drugs and ingredients, that 
the Phyſician maketh uſe of, for the curing of your pride. Is 


it not ſuitable for a beggar to ſay at meat, God reward the 


winners? for then he ſaith, he knoweth who beareth the char- 
zes of the houſe. It is allo meet, ye ſhould know by experi- 
egnce, that faith is not nature's ill-gotten baſtard, but your 
Lord's free gift, that lay in the womb of God's free grace; 

88 be the winner. I may add a 4. In the paſſing of your 


In and your charters, when they went through the Media- 
tar's great ſeal, an were concluded, faith's advice was not 
Jeught: Faith bath not a vote beſide Chriſt's merits ; blood, 


| _ blood,dear blood, that came from your Cautioner's holy body, 
. Waketh that lure work. The ube then which ye haye of faith 


= 
* 


now 


* | Y Epiſt. 27. 
put hunger muſt break through iron locks. I bemoa | 
not whofcan make a din, and alt the fields ado, for a loſt Sa- 
viour: Ye muſt let him hear it (to ſay ſo) upon both the ſides 
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| faith is to believe the removal of guiltineſs in Chriſt. A rea- 


Epiſt. 25. LETTERS oF Þ} 
now (having already cloied with Jeſus Chriſt for juſtificitiony ) 
copy of your pardon; and ſo ye — 4 
1 ——— for, — 3 
hendeth pardon, never A y no mar- 
. — and live, — flow with the 
working of faith. But, becauſe it is your Lord's honour to 
believe his merey and his fidelity, it is infinite ur 
our Lord, that misbelief giveth a daſh to our Lord's glory, 
and not to aur ſalvation. * And io, whoever want, (yea, ho- 
beit God here bear with the want of what we are abliged to 
give him, even the glory of his, grace, by believing,” yet) 2 
poor covenanted ſinner wanteth not: but if guiltinels were re- . 
moved, doubtings would find no friend, nor. life; and. yet 


ſon why ye get leſs now (as ye think) than before (as L take 
it) is, becauſe, at our firſt converſion, our Lord putteth the 
meat in young bairns mouths with his own hand; but When 
we grow to ſome further ion, we muſt take heaven by ' WM 
violence, and take by violence from Chriſt, what we get; and | 
he can, and doth hold, becauſe he will have us to draw. Re- 
member, now ye mult live upon violent plucking. Lazinels 
is a greater fault now, than Ln ſince; we love always to 
have the pape put in our mouth. Now for my ſeif! Alas, ! 
am 22 man I go for in this Nation: Men have not juſt | 
weights to weigh me in. Oh, but I am a filly feckleſs body; 
and overgrown with weeds; corruption is ranck and fat ia 
me: O if I were anfwerable to this holy Cafe, and to that 
honourable Prince's love, for whom I now ſuffer! If Chriſt 
would refer the matter to me, (in his preſence I ſpeak it) 1 
might think ſhame to vote my own ſalvation: I think, Chriſt 
might ſay, Think ft thou not ſhame to claim heaven,who deſt ſp 
little for it? I am very often ſo, that T know not whether 1 
” link or ſwim in the water; I find my ſelf a bag of light froth 
I would bear no weight, (but vanity and nethings weigh in 
* Chriſt's balance) if my Lord caſt not in borrowed weight and 
mettal, even Chriſt's righteouſneſs, to weigh for me: the ſtock ? 
1 haye, is not mine own; I am but. the merchant that traſkcks 
with other foiks goods: if my creditor, Chriſt, would take - 
from me what he hath lent, I would not long keep the cauley; 
but Chriſt hath made it mine and his. I think it manhood, 
to play the coward, and jouk in the ler · ſide of Chriſt z and 
thus I am not only ſaved from my enemies, but I aH the - 
vidcry.. I am (gtempty, that I think it were an — _ 
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9 Nr. 7 Ruszenurds wit. 28 
if would win a poor Priſcner s blefling — 
jo — his love. when — cometh, he 


a — ways to * — pac = Ig may not 
tarry; y dyvour] get bait a ſtanding 
. Eelig Ri; and but, How thou? in the by- 
going. — lay, he is lordly, becauſe he is made mn a 
1 of God; or is grown misk 

poor friends; (for he cannot make more of his ifles 

— are won.) but I think it my in2ls to love the 

love of — pe goeth away, AE his 

feet preſence, is like a feaſt in a dear ſummer. 7 have comfort. 
ia this, thitmy Soul defireth that every hour of my impriſon- 
mentwere 2 1 of |. tongues, to praiſe him on my 
behalf; howbeit, my bonds ed for many hundred 

O that / — be the mr e could procure my Lord's 
flow like a full ſea, and blow — ighty wind up- 

en all the four Airths of Scotland, England, wy Ireland. O if 

could write a Book of his — O faireſt among the ſons 

. of men; why ſtayeſt yeſ-chou ſo lon away? O Heavens, move faſt! 

O time, run, run, baſten the 5 here ; for love is 

tormented with delays. O Angels, O Seraphims who ſtand 

before him, O bleſſed Spirits who now ſee his Face, ſet him 
on high; for when ye have worn your harps in his Praiſes, all 
is too little, — nothing, to caſt the ſmell of the praiſe of 
that fair Flower, that fragrant Roſe of Sharon, through many 

Worlds! Sir, take my hearty Commendations to him, and 

tell him, that I am ſick of Love. Grace be with you. 

| Aberd. June 16, 1637. Yours in bis ſweet L. Feſus, S. R 

— — — ——— 

Tb hr Honoured wad Dear Brotber, 
. ALEXANDER GORDON of KNO CKGRAY. 


25 Deareſt and truly honoured Brother, 
of * Race, mercy and peace be to you: + ARA no letter 
from you I came to Aberdeen; Iwill not interpret 
it to be forgetfulneſs. 1am here in a fair priſon. Chriſt is my 
- Feet and honourable fellow-priſoner, his {ad and Joyful 
Lord - priſoner, | if I may.ſpeak ſo. 2 I think this croſs . 
| e me in reſpect of m wa ny 
(fer for-Chriſt ; howbeit not in regard of my deſerving, to 
bus honoured. However it be, I (ce Chriſt is tro ron, even 
ang in the duſt, in priſon, and in baniſhment--. Lo 


ll * * wheels of Ctuif's triuwphing chariot : In the 


| 5 ; F 
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dls ES coy. en IO. 
ings. of his own ſaints, as he intende ” | 2 
intendeth his own glory, and that is the butt his arrews ſhõjxß 
at; and. Chriſt ſhooteth not at the rovers, he hitteth what bh  $ 
purpoleth to hit: Therefore he doth make his o¼n fecklels' = 
and weak nothing, and theſe who are the 9 1 


4 new ſharp threſbing-mſtrament having teeth, to thr 
. mountains, and e, ſmall, and to make the hills as chaff, 
and to fan them, Iſa. xli, 155 16. What harder ſtutf; or harder 
grain for threſhing out, than high and rocky mountains? Bus 
the Saints axe God's threſhing· inſtruments to beat them all in 
chaff : are we not God's leem veſſels? And yet when they caſt 
us oyer an houſe, we are not broken in ſheards : we creep in une» 
der our Lordꝰʒ wings in the great ſhower, and the water canneg 
go thorow theſe wings. It is folly then for men to ſay, this is. 
not Chriſt's plea, he will loſe the ved - ſee, men are like to 
1p- beguile him : that were indeed a — play. Nay, I dars ü 
if 4857 my foul, and lay it in pawn on Chriſt's ſide of it, and 
be half-tiner half-winner with my Maſter : ” Let fools laugh | 


VS BUG UARTRGaO 


＋ K. 


he fools- laughter, and ſcorn Cbriſt, and bid the 9 
© is tives in Babylon, ſing us one of the ſongs of Zion, play a pring 
ind to chear up your ſad-hearted God: We may fing upon luck 
um bead before - hand, even in our winter · ſtorm, in the expectatiom 
all of a ſummer · ſun at the turn of the yeayg no creattd powers in 
» of hell or out of hell, can marr our Lord Jeſus his muſick, nor {pill 
any our ſong of joy; let us then be glad and rejoyce in the ſalvation I 
and of our Lord: for faith had neyer yet cauſe to have wet cheeks, 
and hinging-down brows, or to droup or die: what can ail _ 
. faith, ſeeing Chriſt ſuffereth himſelf (with reyerence to him 
— | be it {paken) to be commanded by it, and Chriſt command» 
eth all things? Faith my dance, becauſe Chriſt ſings; and we 
V. may come in the Quire, and lift our hoarſe and rough voices, 
and cherp, and ſing, and ſhout for joy with our Lord Jeſus. 
We fee oxes go to the ſhambles leaping and ſtartling; We ſee 
tter Gods fed oxen, prepared for the day of laughter, gadancing | 
pret and ſinging down to the black chambers of hell; and why. | 
my ſhould we go to heaven weeping, as if we were like to fall - 
yful down through. the earth for ſorrow? If God were dead (af 1 


% 


-om- may ſpeak fo,” with reverence of him who liveth for ever and“ 
ſul⸗ ever ) Hand Chriſt buried, and rotten among the worus, -we 
o be might have cauſe to look like dead folks; but, the Lord true 
n1y- eth, and bleſſed be the Rock of our ſalvation.  Pſal. viii. 4. 
| du None have right to joy but we; for joy is ſown for us, and an 
ce ill Lummer or harvolt will pot ſpill the crop. Leading 3 
P „ K A "3 2000 : 7 '" 
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Feſt out of a black Devi 
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this world have much robbed joy that is not well come: it is 


N 

God: for he h them to mourn and how! : Then 
let us claim our leel· come, and law fully conquiſhed joy. My 
dear Brother, | cannot but ſpeak what I have felt; ſeeing my 
Lord Jeſus hath broken a box of Sikenard upon the head of 
his Priſoner, and it is hard to hide a ſweet ſmell; it is 
= = palntoimother Chriſt's love; it will be out, whether we 
or not. If we did but ſpeak according to the matter, a 


o 


8 y ſteal Joy, as it were, from 


+ croſs fo Chriſt ſhould have another 33 a croſs, eſpe - 


| cially, when he cometh with his arms full of joys, is the happi- 

eſt hard tree that ever was laid upon my weak ſhoulder.Chriſt 
and his croſs together are ſweet company, and a bleſſed couple. 
My priſon is my palace, my ſorrow is with child of joy, my 
es are rich loſſes, my pain eaſie pain, my btauy days are holy 
and bappy days. I may tell a new tale of Chriſt to my friends. 


Otrif I could make a love-ſong of him, and could commend. 


| Chbrift, and tune his praiſes aright ! O if I could ſet all tongues 
in Great Britain and Ireland, to work, to help me to fing a 
new Song of my Welbeloved! O if Icould be a bridge over a 
water, for my Lord Feſus to walk upon and keep by feet diy! 
O ifmy poor bit heaven could po betwixt my Lord and Blaſ- 
phemy and diſhonour ! upon condition he loved me.) O that 
my beart could ſay this word, and bide by it for ever! Is it not 
great art and incomparable wiſdom in my Lord, who can bring 
ſuch fair apples,out of this crabbed tree of the croſs! nay, 
my Father'sneyer 2 admired providence, ean make a fair 
: nothing can come wrong to my Lord 
in bis ſweet working. I would even fall ſound aſleep in Chriſt's 
arms, and my finful head on his holy breaſt, killa he kifleth 


me; were it not that often the wind turneth tothe north, and 


whiles my ſweet Lord Jeſus is ſo, that he will neither give 
nor take, borrow nor lend with me. I complain he is not ſo- 
| eial ; I half call him proud and lordly of his company, and 


nice of his looks; which yet is not true. It would content me 


to give, howbeit he ſhould not take; I ſhould be content to 


to come near - hand and take my werſh, dry and feckleſs Kiſſes: 
- But at that time he will not be entreated, but lets a poor foul 


want his Kifles at ſuch times, providing he would be content 


| Rand Rill and knock, and never let on-him that he heireth 3 © 


i and then the old leavihgs and broken meat, and dry fighs, are 
roger cheer than I can tell: all I have then, is, that how- 
1 the law and wrath have gotten a gecrect againſt me, I 
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lippen that melkle good inChriſt, as to get a ſuſpenſon, ami 
oy ing my caule in reaſoning ain befere my Welbetoved. 
I deſire bun to be heard. And at laſt he is content to come, ard 
agree the matter with a fool, and forgive freely, becauſe he is 
Oh if men would glorify him, and taſte of Chriſt's 
ſweetneſs ! Brother, ye have need to be buſie with Chriſt, for 
this whoriſh Kirk: | fear leſt Chriſt caſt water yuponScotland's 


coal; nay, I know Chriſt and his Wife will be heard, he will 


| for the broken covenant. Arm you againſt that time. 


be'with you. $9 | 3 
Aberd. June 16. Tours in his ſmeet Lord, 
£6967 Fei, Be 
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To the Lady KILCONQUHAIR. 


Miſtreſs, 1 S208 
6 and peace be to you: I am glad to hear that 

you have your face home - ward towards your Fathers houſe, 
now when ſo many are for a home nearer hand: but your Lord 
calleth you to another life and glory, than is to be found here- 
away: and therefore I would counſel you to make ſure the 
charters and rights, which ye have to Salvation. You came to 
this life about a neceſſary and weighty buſineſs, to tryſt with 


Chriſt anent your precious ſoul, the eternal ſalvation of it: 


this is the moſt neceſſary buſineſs ye have in this life; and your 
other adoes, beſide this, are but toys and feathers, and dreams, 
and.fancies: this is in the ſt haſte,and ſhould be done firſt, 
Means are uſed in the Goſpel to draw on a meeting betwixt 
Chriſt and you: if ye negle& your part of it, it is as if you | 


would tear the contract before Chriſt's eyes, and give up the 


match, that there ſhall be no more communing ot that bufi- 
neſs. I know other loyers beſide Chriſt are in ſuĩt of you, and 
your ſoul wanteth not many wooers; but I pray you make a 
chaſt virgin of your ſoul,and let it love but one: moſt worthy - 
is Chriſt alone of all your ſoul's love, howbeit yaur love were 
higher than the heaven, and deeper than the loweſt of thisearth, 
and broader-than this world. — alas too many, make 2 


common ſtrumpet of their ſoul, for every lover that cumeth to 
the houſe. Marriage with Chriſt would put your love, and ur 


heart by the gate, out of the way, and out of the eye of all - 
ther unlawful. ſuiters; and then you had a ready anſwer for al! 
others, I am already 2 away to Chriſt, the match 
cencluded, ny ſoul hath 6 Hushayd already,end it * 4 
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- £wo buthands. Oh if the world did but know what à ſmell 

* ointments of Chriſt caſt, and how raviſhing his beauty, 

- even the beauty of the faireſt of the ſons of men, is, and how 

þ cet and | powertul his voice is, the voice of that one Welbe- 

where Chri@ cometh, he runneth away with 

the four sJove, ſo that they cannot command it, would far ra- 

ther look but thorow the 2 of Chriſt's dor, to ſee but the 

one half of his faireſt, and moſt comely face (for he looketh 

2 ſuppoſe I ſhould never win in to ſee his excellency 
and glory to the full; than to enjoy the flower, the bloom; 
god Stele excellency af the glory, and riches, of ten worlds. 
ord ſend me, for my part, but the meaneſt ſhare of Chriſt, that 

gan be given to any of the indwellers of the new--Feruſalem-: 

But I knaw my Lord is no niggard ; He can, and it becometh 
Him well to give more, than my narrow ſoul can receive. If 
there were tenthouſand thouſand millions of worlds, and as 
many heavens full of men and angels, Chriſt would not be 

to ſupply all our wants, and to fill us all. Chriſt is a 

well of life, but who knoweth how deep it is to the bottom? 
This ſoul of ours nath love, and cannot but love fome fair one: 
Ard O what a fair One, what an only One, what an excellent 

lovely raviſhing One is Jefus! Put the beauty of ten thou-. 
land thouſand Worlds of Paradiſes like the Garden of Eden 

in one. Put all Trees, all Flowers, all Smells, all Colours, all 

Taſtes, all Joys, all Sweetneſs, all Lovelineſs in one: O what 

@ fair and excellent thing would that be? And yet it ſhould 
—— to 22 fair and deareſt Welbeloved, Chriſt, than one 

8 the whole Seas, Rivers, Lakes, and Fountains 

; pry ten a ered Earths. O but Chriſt is Heaven's wonder, 
and Earth's wonder What marvel that his Bride ſaith, Cant. 

v. 16. He is altogether lovely? Oh that black Souls will not 
came, and fetch all their ore to this fair One! © if I could 
invite and perſwade thouſands, and ten thouſand-times ten 

| thouſand of Adam's fons, toflock about my Lord Jeſus, and 

to come and take their fill of love! Oh pity for evermore, that 

. there hould be ſuch an one as Chriſt Jeſus, ſo:boundleſs, ſo 


and fo incomparable in infinite oh! ye poor dr = 
ry 


fweetneſs, and ſo few to take him Oh! ch! $2.06 

and dead Souls, why will ye not come hither: 

veſſels and your em 22 ls, to this huge, and fair, ” dd lecd 
and fweet Well o ; and fill all your toom weflels! Ob 
Chak Goald be Cots ge in ſweetneſs, and worth, and we 


ſo narrow, 2 DIR cb and fo void * 
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yet men will not take him! They loſe their love miſerably 


will not beſtow it upon this lovely One. Alas ! thele ſive thou- 


ſand years, Adam's fools, his waſter-heirs, have been waſting j 


and laviſhing out their love and their affe&ions upon 


lovers, and black harlots; upon bits of dead creatures, and 
broken idols, this and that feckleſs creãture; and have 
not brought their love, and their heart to ſeſus. 9 pity, that 
Fairneſs hath ſo few lovers! O wo, wo to the fools of this 
world, who run by Chriſt to other lovers Oh miſery, miſery, 
miſery, that comelineſs can fearce get three or four heacts in a 
town or country ! Oh that there is ſo much ſpoken, and io 
much written, and ſo much thought of creature-vanity ; and. 
ſo little oy ſo little written, ſo little thought of my 
great, and incomprehenſible, and neyer-enough-wondred at 
Lord Jeſus ! Why ſhould I not curſe this forlorn, and wretch- 
ed world, that ſuffereth my Lord Jeſus to lie his alone? O 
damned Souls | O miskenning world! O blind! O beggarly, 
and poor Seuls! O bewitched fools ! what aileth you at 
Chriſt, that you run ſo from him? I dare not challenge 

rovidence, that there are ſa few buyers, and ſo little fale 

uch an excellent One as Chriſt. O the depth, and O the 
height of my Lord's ways, that paſs finding out! But oh if men 
would once be wiſe, and not fall fo in love with their own hell, 
as to by Chriſt, and misken him ! But let us come near, - 
and ill our ſelves with Chriſt, and let his friends drink, and, 
be drunken, and ſatisfie our hollow and deep deſires, vuith ſe- 
ſus. Oh come all and drink at this living Well; come drink and 
live for evermore, come drink and welcome; welcome, faith 
our faireſt Bridegroom: No man getteth Chriſt with: awill, 
no man cometh and is not welcome, no man cometh and rueth 
his voyage: all men ſpeak well of Chriſt, who have beenatbimz 
men and angels who know him, will ſay more than I dow do, 
and think more of him than thay can ſay, O if I ere miſted 
and bewildered in my Lord's love! O if I were fettered and 
chained to it! O 2 be. pained for a light of him O 
living death! O good death! O lovely death, to die fat: love a 
Jeſus ! O that Lihould bave a ſore heart and a pained ſoul, for 
the — of the Jove of New opal that idol! 1 mow 
miſtaking of my miſearrying heart, that ga or 
ereatures, and rd not — — A. And in ſar- 


tom for the want of a ſoul · fll of Chriſt. Oh that thou would 


comgnear. my Beloved! O my faireſt One, why ſtandeſt thou 
Af enn hither, that Im be tin with thy ee 


Wb : 


4 


O for an union ! O for a fellowſhip with Jeſus? O that I could 
buy with 2 price that lovely One, hell's torments for a 
while were the price I cannot believe but Chriſt will rue up- 
on his pained lovers, and come and eaſe ſick hearts, who figh 
and ſwoon for want of Chriſt : who dow bide Chriſt's love to 
be nice? What heaven can there be liker to hell, than to luſt, 
and grein, and dwine, and fall a-ſwoon for Chriſt's love, and to 
want it? is not this hell and heaven woven thorow other? Is 
not this pain and joy, ſweetneſs and ſadneſs to be in one web, 
the one the woft,the other the wafp ? Therefore I would Chriſt 
would let us meet, and join together, the foul and Chriſt in 
others arms. O what meeting is like this, to ſee blackneſs and 
beauty, contemptibleneſs and glory, highngſs. and baſeneſs, 
even a ſoul and Chriſt kiſs one another! Nay, but when all 


= - 
is done, I may be wearied in ſpeaking and writing; but O 
4 


N 
: 


wv 


* 
* 
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how far am I from the right expreſſion of Chriſt or his love 
I can neither ſpeak, nor write feeling, nor taſting, nor ſmelling: 

come feel, and ſmell, and taſte Chriſt, and his love, and ye thall 
calkit more than can be ſpoken ; to writes how ſweet the hony- 
comb is, is not ſo lovely as to eat, and ſuck the honx-comb : 
One night's reſt in a bed of love with Chriſt, will {ay more, 
than heart can think, or ue can utter. Neither need we. 

fear croſles, or ſigh, or be ſad for any thing that is on. this 
 ſide'of heaven, if we have Chriſt: our croſſes will never draw 


＋ 
= 


our Joy is laid up in ſuch a high place, as temptations cannot, 
climb up to take it down: this world may boaſt Chriſt, but 
they dare not ſtrike ; or if they ſtrike, they break their arm 
in fetching a ſtroke upon a rock. O that we could put our 

treaſure in Chriſt's hand, and give him our gold to keep, apd 
our crown. Strive, Miſtreſs, to throng thorow the thorns of 
this life, to be at Chriſt : Loſe not ſight of him in this cloudy, 

and dark day: Sleep with him in your heart in the night : 
Learn not at the world to ſerve Chriſt, but ask himſelf the 
way z the world is a falſe copy, and a lying guide to follow. 
Remember my love to your husband; I with all to him I have 
written here. The ſweet preſence, the long-laſting. good will 

> of our God, the warmly and lovely comforts of our Lord Jeſus 
= be with you. Help me his priſoner in your prayers; For | 


remember you. | 
* 

R. 

- I's 


Aberd. Aug. % 4 Tours in by 
. Tad Feſm, 
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blood of the joy of the holy Ghoſt, and peace of conſeience; 
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t ace, Mercy and Peace be unto you: I long to hear from 


I you { hear Chrifthath been that kind as to viſit you with 
1 ſikneſs, and to bring you to the door of the grave, but ye fourd. 
tte door ſhut ( Hlefled be his glorious Name) while ye be riper 
rin bor eternity: He will have more ſervice of you, and therefore bs 
ſeeketh of you; that henceforth ye be honeſt ts your new Hul- 
wy band the Son of God. We have all idol- lovr, and are whorifhly ³⁵ 
wa inclined to love other things beſide our Lord; and therefore out 
all Lord hunteth for our love, mo ways than one or two. Oh t "3 
& Chriſt had his on of us! I know he will not want you, 2 


ev 
hath ſet a baniſhed eile 


be; world's worm-eaten Joys.” Oh if all the kingdom were as Lam, 


exce joyful; mx 


priſoner of Criſt: Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. March 9. Tours in hi ſmeet Lord 

| % 1637. | | . Jeſis, 8. R. mes 
— T eee 
To the Lady K AS K IB E RR. es. 
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Madam, , Fa "at; 7 7 \ 
Gy and Peace be to you : I long to hear how 

your Ladyſbip is: I know not how to requite your Lady- : 
Jhip's kindneſs, but your love to the ſaints, Madam, is laid up 
In heaven; I know it is for your Welbeloved, Chriſt - ake, 
that ye make his ftiends ſo dear to you, and concern your ſelf 
fo much ih them. I am in this houle of pilgrimage, every wax 

in good caſe; Chriſt is moſt kind and loving to my foul: it 
i E © plealoth © 
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dened in heart, (as I am yet) for my ſilent 


1 8 Jeſm, S. R. 
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i iſt. 32. 
pleaſeth him to feaſt with his unſeen conſolations, a ſtranger, 
and an exiled priſoner: And I would not exchange my Lord 


| + Jelus, with all the comfort out of heaven; his yoke is eaſie, 
and his burden light. This is his truth I now ſuffer” for; 


xr he hath ſealed it with his blefſed preſence : I know Chriſt 
hall yet win the day, and gain the battle in Scotland. Grace 
be with you. 3 
Aberd. March 7. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſia, S. R. 
7. Mr. JAMES BRUCE, Minifter of the Goſpel. 
. Reverend and 8 Brother, e ke FA N 
ce, mercy and peace to you: the neareſt 
| acquaintance, that we are Father's children, I thought 
good to write to you. My cate in my bonds, for the honour of 
= eo eee and King Feſus, is as good as becometh the 
witnels of ſuch a Sovereign King. At my firſt coming hither, | 
was in great heavineſs, wreſtling with 2 being bur 
bbaths, a 


dath 279 


2 bereft people, young ones, new-born, plucked from the 


* | 
\ breaſts, and t childrens table drawn. I thought I was a dry 


tree caſt over the dike of the vineyard : but my ſecret con- 


ceptions of Chrift's love, at his ſweet and long- deſired return 


to my ſoul, were found to be a lie of Chriſts love, forged by the 


dempter, and my on heart, and I am perſwaded that it was ſo: 


Now there is greater peace and ſecurity within than before; 
The court is raiſcd and di miſſed, for it was not fenced in 
God's name: I was far miſtaken, who ſhould have ſummoned 
Chriſt for unkindneſs: miſted faith, and my fever conceived 
amiſs of him: Now, now, he is pleaſed to feaſt a poor priſon- 
er, and to refreſh me with joy unſpeakable and glorious ; ſo 
as the holy Spirit is Witneſs, that my ſufferings are for Chrift's 


truth: and forbid I ſhould deny the teſtimony of the holy 


Spirit, and make him a falſe Witnefs. Now I teſtifie under 
my hands out of ſome ſmall experience, that Chriſt's cauſe 


N with the croſs ] is better than the king's crown; and 


his reproaches are ſweet, his crols perfumed, the wall 


”- 


ef my priſon fair and large, my lofles gain. I defire you, 15 


dear” Brother, help me to praiſe, and remember me in your 


Prayer to God. Grace, gries be with you. 


Aberd. March 14. Toirs in aur Lord 
WS 1 
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Miftreſs, JO eee Edd "+ {6 2263 
GS Mercy and Peace be, to you: I long to hear how 
your ſoul proſpereth. I exbort you to $0 on in your 
journey: your day is ſhort, and your afternoon-lun ill ſoon 
Lord down : make an end of your accounts with your Lord; 
death and judgment are tides that bide no man: Salvation is 
—— i ſuppoſed to be at the door, and Chriſtianity is thought an eafie 
el. tas k; but I find it hard, and the way ſtrait and narrow, were it 
| not that my guide is content to wait on me, and to care for 2 
tired traveller. Hurt not your conſcience with any knownſinz * 
arcit Let your children be as ſo many flowers, borrowed from God: 
ught if the flowers die or wither, thank God for a ſummier'sloan af | 
ur of them, and keep good neighbourhood, to borrow and lend with .- 
him. Set your heart upon heaven, and trouble not your ſpi- _M 
her, I rit with this clay- idol of the warld, which is but vanity, and WM 
, bur- bath but the luſtre of the rain-bow in the air, .which comet 
id tor and goeth with a flying March-ſhower : Clay is the idol of 
m the baſtards, not the inheritance of the children. My Lord/hath - 
adry bee pleaſed to make many unknown faces laugh upon mie, | 
com and hath made me well content of a borrowed fire-lide, and 4 
turn i borrowed bed: I am feaſted with the joys of the holy Ghoſt, © 
y the ¶ and my Royal King beareth my charges honourably. ov -- - | 
as 10: WM the ſmell off Chriſt's ſweet breath, better than the world's gold. 
efore; MW 7 would J had help to praiſe him. The great Meſſenger of 
the Covenant, the don of God, eſtabliſh you on your Rocky 
and keep you to the day of his . 3 
ps ours inpy ſweet 
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Aberd. March 7. Lord 
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© Worthy and much benoured, ge 


"N Rice, Mercy and Peace be to you: I received your Letter 
from my Brother, to the which I now anfwer-particular- - 
ly. I confeſs two things of my ſelf. 1. Wo, wo is me, that 
men ſhould think there is any thing in me: He is my witnels, - 
before whom Jam as Chryſ}al, that the ſecret houlſe-devils, _ 
That bear me too oft company, and that this fank of corrupti- 
on which 7 find within, maketh me go with low fails : ad 
x ethers law what 7 ſec, * look by me, but not to N 


HY 
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2. 1 know this Mower'of ee grace behoved to be on me, 
- otherways 1 would, have withered. I know alſo, I have need of 
a buffeting tempter, that grace may be put to exerciſe, and I 
kept low. Worthy and dear Brother in our Lord Jeſus, I write 
that from my heart which ye now read. 1. I youch that Chriſt, 
and ſweating and ſighing under his croſs, is ſweeter to me 
far, than all the Kingdoms in the world could poſſibly be. 2. 
ou and my deareſt\cquaintance in Chriſt, reap any fruit by my 
ſuffering; let me be'weighed in God's even balance, if my joy 
be not fulfilled : What am J, to carry the marks of fuch a great 
King? But howbeit 7 am a fink and finful maſs, 4 wretched 
captive of fin, my Lord Feſus can he heaven out of worſe tim- 
der than 7am ( if worſe can be.) 3. I now rejoyce with joy un- 
ſpeakable and glorious, that I never purpoſed to bring Chrift, 
not the leaſt hoof or. hair-breadth of truth under tryſting: J 
deſired to have and rey CO all alone, and that he ſhould 
never rub clothes with that black-skin'd harlot of Rome. I am 
fully paid home, ſo that nothing aileth me for the pre- 
ent; but lave-ficknels for a real poſſeſſion of my faireſt Wel- 
beloved: I would give him my bond under my faith and 
to friſt heaven an hundred years longer, ſo being he w. 
lay bis holy face to my ſometimes wet cheeks. Oh, who would 
not pity me, to know how fain 7 would, haye the King ſhag 
the Tree of Life upon me; or letting me in to the Well o 
Life with my old diſh, that 7 might be drunken with the Foun- 
tain, here, in the houſe of my pilgrimage ! I cannot, nay, I 
would not, be quit of Chriſt's love. He hath left the mark be- 
kind where he gripped : He goeth away, and leayeth me and 
his barning love to wreſtle together, and 7 can ſcarce win my 
meat of his love, becauſe of abſence :-My Log gooey me but 
hungry half-kiffes, which ſerve to feed pain, and increaſe hun- 
er; but do not latisfie my deſires: His dieting of my ſoul for 
is race, . lean; 1 have gotten the wail and choice 
of Chriſt's croſſes, even the tithe and the flower of the gold of 
all croſſes, to bear witneſs to the truth; and herein find I li- 
berty „Joy, acceſs, lite, conifort, love, faith, fubmiſhon, pa- 
tience, and reſolution to take delight in on- waiting: and with. 
al in my race he hath come near me, and let me ſee the gold 
and crown: What then want I but fruition and real enjoyment, 
which is reſeryed to my country ? Let no man think he ſhall 
; loſe at Chriſt's hands in ſuffering for him. 4. For theſe pre: 
lene trials, they are moſt dangerous: for people ſhall be ſtolen 
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2 watch over our ities; 
folate without an 


_ the flower, 
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; but ic is, the power of the great Antichr:f — 
Wor, wo, Wo dere % fate Scotland's - 
9 5 the red wine of the wrath of God 
bey anche Lark dy hat they fhall drink end (pun; 
77 and, not riſe again. he ſtar, called Marmmuod am 
Gall, is fallen in che mm drivers, and hath made them 
bitter: the ſword: of the. 1 jt Inchilhed, againſt: the, i 
milarry of the land; women ſhall bleſs the — 


a 2 "all hearts, 
an end is coming ʒ the leopard and the lion 
houſes great and fair, hall. be de- 


fer this people, fer 1 chew, talen y peace from them: yes tha 
Lord's third part ſhall come 2 the fire, as eſined gold 
for the treaſure of the Lord e out · eaſts of Scotland thall 
be gathered tc ether. Again, . — — ſhall bloſſom 2s 
and grow. as the roſe of Sharon, and great 
ſhall be the glory of the Lord upon Scotland. 5. I am liera/ af. 
ſaulted with the and pregnant wits of this a 
but, all honour be to my Lord, truth but laughs at be 
blinded Serihes, and ters of this world; and Gad's 
confoundeth 3 Ports triumpheth in is on hong 
truth, r rn d ſelf. 6. 1 Nuke not hut my 
preparing me for heavier trials: I am moſt ready = 
Faul of my el in the ſtrength of bis grace, 
ſhall be pleaſed to call me e 
faced · meſſenger, Death, be holden at the door,: be la it — 
Knock. I my Lord will take honour ofthe like-of mo, flow glad 
and joyful wal my ſoul be? Let Chriſt come out wich me to 


an hotter battle than this, and. L ſhall fear no feh- know that 


my Maſter will win the day, and that he hath taken the orde- | 
ring of my 1 in his n hand. 1. As for my deli 
that miſearrieth: I am here, by my Lord's 17 to lay my h⸗ 
on my mouth, to be ſilent and wait on: my 
journey for my deliverance; 


rivers fall, and till my Lord ariſe as a mighty man after 
wine, ſhall be my beſt: I have not yet reſiſted to 


L Ans 


ter, ( who can ride his own, errands upon our lying ap 

Lions) to fin the unchangeable love of my Lo. 
Vhen I think upon n the OP — {ſwallows 
their neſts in the kirk of -Anwoth, and of my dub 


S3-- 


/ 
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ill be, faint, and all knees | 


Lond Jets om is 1 
not ſo faſt as I would baye him: On- waiting till the ie eee 


The Lord hath ſaid, Pray:nob - 


| 


_ 


Ce —— — — —U— OE 2 — ———— ˙ Q TO I 


— — 


* = * 
_— 


princely and royal King, faith ſaileth fair before 6 Winds 
ugh. 


with top-ſail up, and carrieth the poor paſſenger t 
lay inhi — wpon my os, that they receive no ſlan- 


ders of my only, only Beloved: Let him even ſay out of his 
own mouth, There #0 hope; yet I will die in that ſweet be- 
guile, ## not ſo; I ſhell foe the ſalvation of God, Let me be 
— really, and never win to dry-land ; it is my joy to 
believe under the water, and to die with faith in my hand 
gripping Chriſt : Let my conceptions of Chriſt's love, go to the 
grave me, and to hell with nie, I may not, I dare not 
quit them. I hope to keep Chriſt's pawn: If he never come 
to looſe it, let him ſee to his own promiſe. I know, pre- 
ao, howbeit it be made of ſtoutnefs, will not thus 
wilful in heavy trials, Now, my deareſt in Chrift, the great 
Meſſenger of the covenant, the only wife and all-ſufficient Je- 
Bouab eſtabliſh you to the end. I hear the Lord hath been at 
our houle, hath called home your wife to her reſt. I 
2M „Sir, ye ſee the Lord looſing the pins of your taber- 
nacle, and woeing your love from this plaiftered and over- 


gilded world; and calling upon you, to be making your ſelf. 


ready to go to your Father's country, which ſhall be a ſweet 
fruit of that viſitation. Ye know, fo ſend the Comforter, was a 
King's word when he aſcended on high: Ye have claim to, and 
intereſt in that promiſe. Remember my love in Chriſt to your 
father; ſhew him, it is late and black night with him: his 
long lying at the water-ſide, is, that he may look his papers 
ere he take ſhipping, and be at a point for his laſt anſwer be- 


fore his Judge and Lord. All love, all mercy, all grace, and. 
-peace, all — — ſaving conſolations, all joy and faith in 
ity and confirming ſtrength of grace, and the 


-Chriſt, all Nabi 


©  , $ood-will of him that dwelt in the buſh be with you.  - 

Aberd. 15. June, DPDur unworthy brother in his 

E 4 f ; 0 1637. * EY ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. N 

——— wämb2ꝛ — — — — — 

| To MARION M*<NAUGHE. 

|: Tortby and deareſt in the Lord. 

I 1 Ever loved ( ſince I'knew you) that little vineyard of the 
- I Lord's planting in Galloway; but now much more, ſince 

have heard that he, who hath his fire in Zion, and his fur- 


nace in Jeruſalem, hath been pleaſed to ſet up a furnace 


my. amongt you, with the firſt in this kingdom: He who _— 


go” 


7 


3 of "Je. ors N 
17 ſorrowful 2 es — er upon rl? and IF 


ſent him as angry. But in this trial, all honour to our 


a wm anacnS_n mw wo. a7TY ca fon ao mi wm oa gc. a Gb a as oa mo tro a 


 — Y 


Curiſt hath ſet a battel betwixt his 


evemies, Take you a {word of ſteel, law, authoxity, parlia- 


thorow the ſire. Therefore, y dearly beloved in the Lord, fear 


not a worm: Fear not worm Jacob, Chriſt is in that plea, 


and ſhall win the plea: Charge an unbelieving heart, 

the pain of treaſon againſt our great and royal King Jeſus, t 
dependence by faith, and quiet on-waiting on our Lord: get 
you into your chambers, and ſhut the dogrs about you; in, in 


flee in to Chriſt's windows, till the indignation be over, ar 
the ſtorm be paſt : Glorifie the Lord in your lufferings, . and 
take his banner of love and ſpread over you; others will follow 
you, if they ſee yo mo in the Lord ; their courage ſhall 
take life from your chriſtian carriage: look up and lee who's 


| with ipeed to your ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope; ye 2 


coming; lift up your head, he is coming to ſave, in gorpuy's 


dyed in blood, travelling inthe greatneſs of by ſtrength.” 
laugh, I ſmile, I leap for joy, to lee Chrif 2554 to ſave _ 
ſo quickly. O ſuch wide ſteps as Chriſt taketh Three or 

hills are but a ſtep to him; he skippeth over the mountains 
s poor weak ſaints and his ene: 
mies; he waileth the weapons for both partiez, and ſaith to the 


ments, and kings upon your ſide, that is your armour: And 
he ſaith to his ſaints, I give you a feekleſs tree- word in your 
hand, and that is ſuffering, receiving of ſtrokes, ſpoiling 


- 


your goods, and with your tree-fword ye ſhall get and gain 
. the victory. Was not Chriſt dragged thorow. the ditches gf 


deep diſtreſſes, and great ſtraits ? and yet Chriſt, who is your 
bead; hath win through with his life, howbeit not with 2 
whole kin. Ye are Chriſt's members, and he is drawing his 
members thorow the thorny hedge up to heaven after him 
Chrift one day will not have ſo much as a pained-toe 3 but 
there are great pieces, and portions of Chriſt's myſtical body, 
not yet within the gates of the great high city, f e new Jeru- 
ſalem: and the dragon will ferike at Cbrift, fo lon 

one bit or member of Chriſt's body out of heaven. I tell you, 
Chriſt will make new work out of old fore-caſten Scotland, and 


gather the old broken boards of his tabernacle, and pin them, 


and nail them together: but bills and ſupp!ications are yp in 
heaven, Cbriſt hath coffers full of them; there is mercy on the 
ever ſide of this his croſs 3 a good anfwer to all our bills is 

| F... * - * agreed 
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* oi things new, ſeeing Scotland, an old droſſie and ruſted Ki by 

| f is beginning to make 2 new clean Bride of her, and to al ; | 
young chaſt Wife to himſelf out of the fire, This fire ſhall - i 

be quenched,” ſo ſoon as Chrift hath brought 2 clean Spouſe 
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2orced u I muſt tell you what lovely Jeſus, fair 
King | Laus bai A our; ſometimes 2 
a ſtanding dicke and whit eth awordthorow the wall; ; and L 
at the ſecond hand; his bode is ever 
welcome to me, be what it will; but at other times he will be 
| pr ne himilf and 1 get the | cup of ſelvation out of his own 
he drinki to me) and we cannot-reſt till we be in o- 
thers arms; and, e Tweet is a freſh kiſs from his holy 
ny his breathing, that goeth before a kiſs upon my poor 
foul it Fees and os fu but that it is too ſhort: I am 
careleſs, and ſtand not much on this, 97 ws and back, 
d moulders, and head rive in pieces, in 


ather' s houſe, I know, my Lord ye Po long 2 ping up —— 


73 e Chriſt looketh not what ſtuff he maketh glory out of. 
My dearly beloved, ye have often refreſhed me, but that is put 
up in my Maſter's accounts; ye have him debtor for me: but 
if ye Will do any thing for me (as I kn ye will) now.in 
xXtremity, tell all my dear friends, that a priſoner is — 
And chain'd in Chriſts love; Lord, never looſe the fetters: and 
Ea they together, take my heartieſt commendations to my 
Jeſus, : P thank him be: a poor friend: I defirg your hus- 


be 'obltg ed to bim if! he will be willing to ſuffer for my 
1228 # the 9 8. s goldengarment: there ſhall _ no 

s 125 Cbriſt's ſide of it. Ve have. been witneſſes ot much joy 
let Chriſt and me, at communion-feaſts, the remembrance 


Þy board, and his broken meat is ſweet unto. me. I thank my 
the communion-table in Anwoth and Kirkcudbrigbt. Pray that 


efore my eyes be cloſed. 
S Houſe als and lend me the keys of bis wine-cellar again; and 
= God ſend me borrowed drink a9 then. Remember my love to 

Chrift's kinſmen with you. — for Chriſt's Father's bleſ- 


King to them all. Grace ik ; a priſoner's | bicſing be 
with you : I write it, and I bide — I, . God tall 


o woman beloved of God, believe, rejoice, be 1 in the 
Ts Grace is th y portion N 


2 15. — | Tour brother in bir ſweet Lord | 
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nd highs and deep p glory y to his Name, out of this hit feckleſs 


Baud to read this letter, I ſend him a priſoner's bleſſir +l _ 


. wheteof ( bowbeit I be feaſted in ſecret) bolleth my heart; for 
IL am put from the board-head and the King's firſt meſs, to his | 


rd for borrowed crumbs, no leſs than when I Was feaſted at | 


may get one day of Chriſt in np 8 as 1 haye had gn, | 


glorious | 
in Marion M*Naught, . when his, ſtormy laſt Wal be overs | 
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My worthy and dear brot her, Ay 
M Kron: Lor ſhort fand-glaſs, which rewayh 


5 


i 


K: 

ek your Lord in time: let me obtain p 
under your hand: for a promiſe to God, by his Grace, to take 
new courſe of walking brich God: Heaven is not at the 
door, I find it hard to — is no . 
and thronging, to thruſt i in'at hea gates; it is a caſtle 
ken by tor 90. many ſhall ftrive to enter in, and ſhes not be able. 
1 beſeech; and obteſt you in the Lord; make conſeiones of et 
and paſſionate oaths, of raging and ſudden revenging anger, of 
night-drinking, of needleſs companionry, of ee 


of hurti under by word or deed, of ha 
— . Tab Oy x rg God os th : 
and be as meek and ſober-minded as a babe, ye cann xy A 
to the: king dom:of "God That is a: word which ſhould- touch 

you near; and make ye ſtoop; and caſt your felf do]. add! | 
make your greatfpiric fall. I knbw, "this will net be eaſſiß 
dane; but Ir De 1 2 


the kingdotmu of heaven. Brot her, I may from 24 

ſpeak of C. αd Otrif ye faw in Him, what Tlec! A 
river of God's unſeen flowed from bank to hrae over 
my ſoul; ſince It parted with! you! I wiſh I wanted part, ſo 
being ye might haveg "that y cur foul mi ht be fick of od foe! 
Chrift, or rather ſatiate with him: This clay-idol; the world, 
would ſeertits you then not 'worth-3 time will eat 
out of poſſeſſion of it: when tlie e — 1 s break, and the 
breath groweth ebld and the impriffnid-foul looketh outat the 
windows of the ctay-· houſe; ready to leap but into Eternity 
what would ye then give For n lamp full o bil 7-0 ſeek it Gow: 
I defire- you to correct and curb: Fading ; ſwearing 


drinking, ſabhath-breaking,' and ide ſpending of the a ec 


day, in 1 from the Kirk, as far as your authorjty reach-" Cs 


eth in that pariſh. "/ hear a man is to be thruſt into that place, 

to the which] have Gods right; T know, ſhould Have a 
Bak, the 15 ed 

relate ſhould pu 

1s your 1 


Acts vi. 3, f. Le would be. ſoth that an 

out of you Ss earthly; and t 

to your wife. Grace be with you: - 

hyper as 14. n 
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822 mercy and peace be to you. I longed much to write 


F , to your Tadyſbip; but now the Lord 6ffering a fit occa- 

jon, I would not omit to do it: I cannt but acquaint your 

| Lache with the kind dealing of Cbriſt to my ſoul in this 

' - houſe of my pilgrimage, that your Ladſbip may know Chriſt is 

as good as he is called: For, at my. hrit entry into this trial 
(being, caſten down and troubled with challenges and jealouſies 
of his love, whoſe Name and Teſtimony I now bear in my 


bonds) I feared nothing more, than that [ was caſten over the 
dike of the vineyard, as a dry tree; but, bleſſed be his great 
Name, the dry tree was in the fre and was not burnt, his dew || 
came down and quickned the rbot of a withered plant, and now il 
be is come again with joy, and hath heen'pleaſed to feaſt his ex- 
| jſed and afflicted priſoner with the joy of his conſolations: now 
4 R ut am not ſad; I am chaſtned, but I die not; [have 
laſs, hut I want nothing: this water cannot drown me, this 
fre cannot burn me, hecauſe of the good-will of him that dwelt 
in the bab. The worſt things of Chriſt, his reproaches, his 
_ cpols, is better than Egypt's treaſyres. He hath his door, 
and r his houſe of wine, a poor ſinner, and hath left me 
ſo ſiæk of love for my Lord ſeſus, that if heaven were at my dif- 
poſing, I would give it for Chriſt, and would not be content to 
20 ta heaven, except I were perſwaded Chriſt were there: I 
wauld nqt give, nor exchange my bonds, for the P. velvets; nor 
my priſon, for their coaches; nor my ſighs for all the world's 
laughter; this elay - idol, the world, hath no great court in my 
oa : Chriſt hath come, and run away to heaven with myheart 
and my love, ſo that neither heart nor love is mine; I pray God, 
Gorift may keep both without reverſion. In my eſtimation, as 
[am now diſpoſed, if my part of this world's clay were rouped 
and fold, I would think it dear of a drink of water. I ſee Chriſt's 
S- love is ſo king ly, that it will not abide a marrow; it muſt have 
& a throne, all alone in the ſoul ; and I fee apples beguile bairns, 
howbeit they be worm · eaten: the moth-eaten pleaſures of this 
preſent world make bairns believe, ten is a hundred, and 
yet all that are here are but ſhadows ; if they would draw by 
the curtain that is hanged betwitxt them and Chr:/t,they ſhould 
think themſelves fqols, who have ſo long miskenned the Son of 
God. I ſeek no more, next to heaven, but that he may be 7 


* 
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rined in a Priſoner of Chriſt; and that in my behalf many | 
would po his high and glorious Name, who heareth the - 
ſighing of the Priſoner. Remember my Service to the Zair# . W 


our Husband, and to your Son my acquaintance : I wiſh 


Chriſt had his young love, and that in the 3 he woul 
ſtart to the — 44 that which this world knoweth not. 
therefore doth not ſeek it. The grace of our Lord Jelus Cbri/ 


= 


be wit ae N | * | 
Aberd. March 14,1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
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To the Right "Honourable py, Lord LINDSAY. E 


Right Honourable and my very good Lord, f VEIL 
| ce, mercy and peace, be to your Lordſhip 3 Pardon my * 
(GG boldneſs to expreſs my ſelf to your Lerdſbig, at this f 
needtul a time, when your wearied and friendlels EN 

is looking round about her, to ſee, if any of her Sons do 
really bemone her deſolation: Therefore, my deer and worthy- 

Lord, I beſeech you in the Bowels of Chriſt, pity that widows 
like Siſter and Spouſe of Chrift. Tkiiow, her Husband is ef, 


dead; but he ſeemerh to be in another country, and ſeeth well, 
and beholdeth who are his true and tender-hearted frieng 
who dare venture under the water to bring out to dry-land 
ſinking truth, and who of the Nobles will caſt up their arm, 
to ward a blozy off the Crowned-head of our Royal Law-gzver, 
who reigneth in Zion, who will plead and contend for Jacob, 
in the þ of his controverſie. It is now time, my worthy and 
noble Lord, for you, who are the little * fatbers (under 
our Sovereign Prince) to put on courage for the Lord Jeſus, ' 
and to take up a fallen Orphan, ſpeaking out of the duſt, aur 
to embrace in your arms Shrike Bride: he hath no * A 
Scotland that is the delight of his eyes, but that one little 
fiſter, whoſe breaſts were once well-faſhioned ; She once ra- 
viſhed her Welbeloved with her eyes, and overcame him with -- 
her beauty; She locked forth as the 3 fair as the moon, 
clear as the Sun, terrible as an army with banners : ber ſtature 
was like the palm- tree, and her breaſts like cluſters of grapes, 
and ſhe held the King in his galleries, Cant. iv. g. and vi. 10. 
and vii. 5, 7. But now the crown is fallen from ber bead, and 
ber gold waxed dim, and our white Nayarites are become 
black as the coal. Bleſſed are they who will come out and hel 
Chriſt againſt the mighty: The ſbields of the earth and the 
Nobles are debtors to Chriſt for their hopour, and rr. 
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j- XXL. 24. 02 2 15 men Dau 
mg Conners. to fie 88 bebe Chalk Sr they burſſ 
aſunder, and think, they dow not ga on foot whey 

TCbriſt is popes Horſe 
Sin Hera is a load Nike a mountain of iron; and 
therefore they ſay, Thi man ſhall nit reign over us, we muſt 
| haye another King than Chriſt in his own boufe. . Therefore 
Exel to brit aul kiſs en le bim have your Tordſbip; $ 


vote, as your alone v gixer. . 1am ſure, when you leave this 
„old waſte inns of this perithing life, and ſhall reckon with 


your hoſt, and 2 and take ſhi ing, and make o- 
ide of ne, anda ſand- 


1 bode 85 5 55 precious an 640 ). and 25 9855 BY 


Nest Y, 10105 A laugh you, than if you had two worlds 
| "of g @ leave to your 25 
r Maſter, eternity, judgment, 2 the laſt reckoning 


gain 1 our Law:giver: There will be thort! 7 pr 
10 1 es anz; in the clouds, that time ſhall be no 
2 court with Kings of clay ſhall be no more; and 
onfinements, forfeitures of Nobles, wrath of Kings, 
22 7 of lands, 7 and name for Chriſt, ſhall be no 
more. This world's f. mlength of time is drawn now to leſs 
than half an inch, and to the Point of the evening of the day 
*of this old and gray-hair d world: And therefore be fixed and 
"Faſt for Chriſt and his truth for a time; and fear not him, 
whoſe life goeth out at his noſtrils, who ſhall die as a man. 1 
am perſwaded Chriftis reſponſal, and law-biding, to make re- 
 *compence for any thing that is hazarded or givenout for him: 
loſſes for Chriſt are but our goods given out in bank in Chiff's 
hand. Kings earthly are well⸗ 8 little clay gods, and 
e Man; bur 4B bt of our invi te King ſhall decry and 
"darken all the glory of this world. t the day of Chriſt, truth 
"ſhall be truth, et nat treaſon : Alas! j it is pitiful, that ſilence, 
5 when the thatch of our Lord's houſe hath taken fire, is now 
3 and the bloom of court 1 wiſdom ; ARR to 


„ and that every nod of Chriſt, com 
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will he.up n the tw of an eye: The blaſt of the 
"Aſt pon 89 a < taping 


kosbeit now / his leaf ſeemeth to wither, and bis root todry up, 
Your noble Anceſtors have been inrolled amongſt the worthies 


where naþles did ſpread a table )if you engage your eſtate and 


nobility for this noble King Jeſus, with whom. the created 
Powers of the world are {ti 


for 2 ſoul to think, that be could be a loſer for — 
p | 
lome ſuch great worldly eſtate. 
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58 * Mr. Rutherfoords* Fpift. 30 
Aear Lord, ſet your face againſt the oppoſites of Jeſus, and 
let your ſoul take courage to come under his banner, to a 
pear as his ſoldier for him; and the bleflings of a falling Kir 
the prayers of the 7 of bope who wait for Zion's joy, 
and the good will of bim that dwelt in the buſh, and it burn- 
ed not, ſhall be with you. To his ſaving grace I recommend 
Lo Lordſhip and your houſe, and am ſtiſl Chriſt's priſoner, 


- Aberd. Sept. 7. Tour Lordſbiy's obliged ſervant in hi 
- 2 "Y037« : ſweet Lord Feſas, S. R. 


— 


3 To my Lord BO YD. 


| My very honourable and good Lord, 4 , 
Race, mercy and peace. be to you. I am glad to hear 
I that you, in the morning of your ſhort day, mind Chriſt ; 
and that you love the honour. of his crown afid kingdom. I 
beſeech your Lordſhip, begin now to frame your love, and 
to caſt it in no mould but one, that-it may be for Chriſt only; 
for, when your love is now in the framing and making, it 
will take beſt with Chriſt ; if any other than Jeſus get a grip Jel 
of it, when it is green and young, Chriſt will be an uncout rel. 
and ſtrange World to you. Promiſe the lodging of your ſoul yy 
Frſt away to Chriſt, and ſtand by your firſt covenant, and | (P. 
keep to Jeſus, that he may find you honeſt. Jt is eaſie to ma- 1 
ſer an arrow, and to ſet it right, ere the ſtring be drawn; but | 0 
When once it is ſhot and in the air, and the flight begun, 7 


then ye have no power at all to command it : it were a bleſ- 80 
ſed thing, if your love could now level only at Chriſt, that | f 
his fair face were the black of the mark ye ſhot at; for, when 5 


your love is looſed, and out of your grips, and in its motion 1 
to fetch home an idol, and hath taken a whorith Fans jour- 1 
ney, to ſeek an unknown and ſtrange lover, ye ſhall not then 1 
have power to call home the arrow, or to be maſter of your 4 
love; and ye ſhall hardly give Chriſt, what ye ſcarcely have | © 
your ſelf, I ſpeak not this, as if Youth it ſelf could fetch Ns 
heaven and Chriſt :. Believe it, ay Lord, it is hardly credible, : 
what a neſt of dangerous temptations Youth is; how incon- 
« {iderate, fooliſh, proud, yain, heady, raſh, profane, and of 
careleſs of God, this piece of your life is; ſo that the devil G 
findeth in that age a garniſhed and ſwept houſe for himſelf, «1 
aud ſeren devils worſe than himſelf : for then affections are 


to the Wife. I dare ſwear, it were a bleſſing to your Houſe, 


bor hack, lol 


and ſtirring ;" then the old Man 4 


blood, luſt, much will, and little wit, and hands, feet, wan- 


1 


ton eyes, profane ears, as his ſervants, and as a king's officern 


at command, to come and go at his will: Then a green con- 
ſcience is as ſouple as the twig of a young tree; it is for 
every way, every religion, every lewd courſe prevaileth with 
it : And therefore, O what a {weet couple, what a glorious 
yoke are Yyuth and Grace, Chriſt and a young Man! This 
is a ing not to be found in every town. None, who 
have been at Chriſt, can bring back to your Lordſhip a . . 
anſwerable to his worth; for Chriſt cannot be ſpoken of, or 
commended according to his worth: Come and ſee, is the 
moſt faithful meſſenger to ſpeak of him; little perſwaſion 
would prevail where this were. It is impothble, in the ſet- 
ting out of Chriſt's love, to lie, and pals over truth's line: 
T he diſcourſes of angels, or love-books written by the con- 
gregation of Serapbims (all their wits being conjoined and 
melted in one) would for ever be in the nether ſide of truth, 
and plentifully declaring the thing as it is. I be infiviteneſs, 
the boundleſneſs of that incomparable excellency that is in 


LETTERS, url? Wi 


Jeſus, is a great word. God lend me, if it were but the 1 


relicks and leayings, or an ounce weight or two, of his 
matchleſs love; and, ſuppoſe I never got another beave 

(providing this bleſſed fire were evermore burning) I coul 

not but be happy for ever. Come hither then, and give 
out your money wiſely for bread; come here, and heſtow 
your love. I baye cauſe to ſpeak this, becauſe, except ye 
enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt, ye will be*a cold friend to his 
Spouſe; for it is love to the Husband that cauſeth kindneſs 


the honour of your Hencur, the flower of your credit, now 


in your place, and as far as ye are able, to lend your hand © 


to your weeping Mother, even your oppreſſed and ſpoiled 
Alber b. I ye love her, and beſtir your ſelf 22 
Wand hazard the Lordſhip of Bod for the recovery of her 
vail (which the ſmiting-watchmen have taken from her) 
then ſurely her Husband will ſcorn to ſleep in your com- 
mon or , reverence. *Bits;, of Lord fi ps are little to him, 
who bath many Crowns on his Head, and the Kingdoms 
of the World in tbe hollow, of his Hand. Court, Henour, 
Glory,. Riches, . Stability of houſes, Favour of Princes are 


all en bis anger · endz what glory were it to lend you 


Rd 


ö . 
9 
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| 


| words, and hazard of life, honour and houſes, brought 
.Chrift to our hands? And now the Nobles cannot be but 


11. The Lord gave Chrift and his Goſpel as a pawn to 


* Aheir right ye, and their right 


b A of ſnouldering out Chriſt, and murdering of the 


* 
* 


2 


our | 
born ſons ; your honourable and Chriitian-parents would ven- 
ture you upon Chriſt's errands ;/\[Ebcretore I beſęech you, for 
the mercies of God, by the: death and wounds of Feſus; W = 


to/Chtiit, and to His Feruſe/em. Ve are one of 2 z 


- 


% 


| * W A - - *. . 
hy the hope of your glorious inheritance, and by the comfort Tl 
and hope of the joyful preſence, ye would have at the waters ett 
fide, when l ye are putting your foot in the dark grave, taks the 


take” courage for Chriſt's truth, and the honour f his free i ® 
m; for, howbeit ye be a young flower, and green 

before the ſun, ye know not how ſoon death will cauſe you 

eaſt your bloom, and wither root and branch and leaves: And he 
therefore write up hat ye have ta do for Chriſt, and make a MW che 
treaſure of good works, and begin in time. By appearances 155 
ye hae the ad vantage of the. brae; ſee what” ye can do fot 
Alt, againit theſe who are waiting white Ch % s tabernacls i fe 
All, that they may run away with the boards thereof, and rap 


build their neſt on Ziow's ruines. They are blind, who ſee fed 
not lowrs. now-pulling up the ſtakes, and breaking the cords, | 
and rending the curtains of Chriſts (ſome times) beautiful 


Tent in this Land: Antichriſt is liiting that Tent up upon 
his ſhoulders, and going away with it; and when Chriſt and | 
the Goſpel are out of Scotland, dream not that your houſes 
Mall tkrive, and that it ſhall go well with the Nobles of the 
Land: ' As the Lord liveth, the ſtreams of your waters 
ſhall become pitch, and the' duft of your land brimſtone, 
and your land ſhall become -hurning piteb, and the owl and 
the rauen ſhall dwell in your houſes 5 and where your table 
flood; there ſhall grow briars- and nettles; Waiah Xxxiv. g, 


Scotland: the Watchmen have fallen foul, and loſt their part 
of the pawn; and who ſeeth nat; that God hath dried up 
arm, and hath broken the 
Thopher ſtaves, and men are treading in their hearts upon 
ſuch unſavoury ſalt, that is goed for nothing elſe? If ye the 
Nobles put away the pawn alſo,” and refuſe to plead the con- 
troverſie of Zion with the profeſſed enemies of Feſus, ye 
have done with it- Oh! Where is the courage and zeal 
now of the ancient Nobles of this Land, who with their 


of the poſterity, if they thall Made theaxſelves;- an! 


means, fo take the kingdom of Heaven by which 
is no ſmall conqueſt ; and it is e 


i 40. | 
Epiſ the lee-ſide of 155 Kan, s 
Temple of God. "It gorth pow, u 
for men to caſt their dloke uy! 
as if Chriſt were ſtblen 68h, 
Though | this be chpitclX 


they, or other 5 Ad of wit te 5 1 0 5 
a fince their damnable 1 15 the . 
Kingdom. 'O but it be true our an "tc ef 
Friends of the Bridl or, and to 725 
head, and his forſaben cauſe; and to contend le 1 
the wildom of God, fof our wett Lord 
1ycrowhi, But I will believe your Lordfhzp w 55 
honout to heatt, and Be A min in ths ſtrekts (as t 
ſpeaketh) for N 25d Nis trurf. Isg his rich 
weetreſence, and the ever 150 eonſdl2rion n of t uni 
ſed Comforter, I recomme our £0 e r 
122 Sept. 7... . ip's in by = 


f 


* 87. 
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209 tra ry mb „ 


6 mercy, and if pl. yo Pal „ 


Letter, and atn Tar "that, Four thoughts 
Chriſt ſtay with you, and that your purpoſe ſtill is, by a 


and thankfulnefs alſo, © to oblerye ſleepineſs and athark - 
fulneſs. '. We have all good cauſe to n of falt lights * 
tber plapeth the thief, ' and ſtealeth away A 
2 it cometh 7 the practice 2 ee yelkin walking 
our Journey is ten tines a oken i 
Chriſt getteth but only broken and allen and N work 
of us, and alas too often againſt the 150 + ore 
ſomewhat, nearer the 'Bridegroom; but Men -T. Has 
and fee my Vileneſs, for ſhame, I would be guy of 
preſence pain; but yet defire of his ul-icheing 12 | 
aſhing 1 1 4 


utteth * mie under an arreſt. O what am 
othſom a 3 of ſin; to ſtand beſide ſuch a beauti 
ind hölp Lord, ſuch an high and lofty One, .wha inhabi 
teh 0 But, ſince it * Cluilt te 


F. fo ſuch an one as me, let ſhamefac'dneſs be laid aſide, a 


% . 
A 


ñL ode it ſelf in 
the — 
Cbriſt my Lor 


8 us, 
and refine the body of clay, and rot out the bones of 
the ed man of n. In the mean time, we are bleſſed in ſen- 


looking in at the windows, and fending 

wiſhes through a hole of the door to Jeſus, till 
| a glad meeting : And be God, that.after a 
low ebh, and fo ſad a word, Lord Feſus, it is long fince 1 
thee; that even then, our wings are growing, and the 
of ſweet Jeſus breedeth a new flecce of deſires and 
longings for him. I know no man hath a velvet croſs, but 
the croſs is made of that which God will have it. But veri- 
ly, howbeit it be no warrantable market, to buy a croſs ; 
dare not ſay, O that I had liberty to ſell Chriſt's croſs, 
. therewith ate I thould an fer; comfort, ſenſe of love, pa · 

tie and the kind viſits of a 


err pI AO es ld Cie 


days,as the »i h partners 
and halfers of ti and taks it up betwirt them: But if 
ſerrew be the greedieſt halſer of cur days bere, I know joy's | 
day ſhall dawn, and do more than recom all our fad 
Hours. Let my Lord Jeſus (ſince he will do ſo) weave my 
dit and ſpan- length of time, with white and black, well and 
wo, with the Pridegroom's and his ſad depar! 

| heros and woof in one web; and let the roſe be neigh- 
doured with the chorn, yet hope (that maketh not, aſh; g 0 
— . 8 4 | * 1 » : 4 2 at 
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ner jeg tein pn 
though our enemies falſly M, as 
rk i under one roof; the 


= ” tuth 
from Chrift, and ſib to him; * ries 


with it? Nay,.the truth is, worms 2 gods bf clay 
ſen up Chriſt. - If the fruit of your Ladiſhip's 
be helpers of Chriſt, ye ave good ground t6 rejoice in 

All your Ladiſhip can expect 2 your good · will to me and my 
brother: (a wronged ſtranger for Chriſt) our Leg of 


8 


Be 
11 


kh a 
SF 


He 


3 clus, to whom I-recommend your and 
ildren, eee 40 1 

1637. = 

3 "or wade 
7. the Lay CULROSS. e 


Race, „ ee 
J wonder that ye have never written to me in m Hou, 
cauſe 1 am nor ignoran of te caule ; yet L could not 
write to yo. I not, whether” joy or heavinels in rey; 
ſoul carrierh it away : Sorrow, without any mixture of [weet- 


Devil can inſinuate himſelf, and ride his errands upon the 
thoughts of, a poor diſtrefſed priſoner. I am wo that I am 


making Chriſt my Unfriend by ſee pleas inſt him, be- 
. router ere, and? 


| 
— 1 9 But I knee, — 
2 claw-- | 


"Sr ."RufDeſfddr J's Epiff. 4t. 
claw. my 4 1. my R , hath forbidden me: 
1 would believe in the dark upon luck 's heads and take my 
hazard of Chriſt's good- will, And, rſt on this, — 
yer my Phyſician is at my bed Ade, and that he {y 
th with me „ben I OE derrowed: — aàno- 
ther man's bed and fire-tits, an other loſſes} bave no æοοm 
in my ſorrow: A greater cheat to eat out a lefs arch. is a good 
remedy for ſome burning: I/ believe, when Qbriſt drawerh 
25 he hath 23 the right yein; and that he bath 


en. the Whole 1 and. diſpoſing of my 
him tutor and tutor my erotles,., 29 he thinketh 
there i ee or w. in fol ſuch 2 
wide, ho heit he ſhauld lead ima through bell, if E could 

Faith foremioſt and fill ; the: fig 2 with a quiet on wait- 


and belieyipg to ſee the SalVation of Cod. I knom, 
jy is not. obliged to-let me ſeꝶ beth the ſides of my. croſs, 
20d. turn it over and over, that Img ſee al; My faith is 
to live upon eredit, and: Chriſt's, borrowe . money; 
15 to, e ny wy LON 1 Wie forg 22214 _ 
| t N a my cra rk, 
FT 11 ach ale my iJails Wit Hu, winds, I fee it a work of 
-that experiences ate) all ſoſt ohen ſummons — 
ae propye our Charters 1ok, Chriſp to be obunterfeit, 
are raiſed againſt poor ſouls, in their heavy trials: But, let 
me be a ſinner, and worſe than the chief of ſinners, xea, a 
uiky Devil, any er unn Wetbelcved is God: And Ch | 
©» rid 3s. God, and my..Chriſt is. God, I have. ſaid all 
things, I can ſay more. LVO could? build as much 
on this, my Chriſt is Ged, as it would bear; J might lay all 
the world upon it. I am ſure, Chriſt untried, and-untaken- 
#pyin the power pf his love; kindnels, mercies, goodneſs; wil 
ENTS uffering and greatnels, is che rock that 'dintlighted! 
mew ther foot. againſt, and foftumble Farfully But 
e are ſoreſt, and me moſt, when ſin againſt 
reh and his mercy: and if be-wonld-{et-me and my con- 
nee by the ears together, and reſolve not to rid the plex, 
let us deal it betwixt- us, my ſpitting upon the fair face 
f. Chriſt's love and mercies, h/ my jealouſies, unbelief and 
ng, would he enough to-link- me. Oh, I am convin- 
2 0 — I ſtand dumb before thee for this: Let me be 
3 mine own judge in this, and I take a dreadfu} doom upon me 
. e ane, though I bare een that wy Lon 
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as: LE N ER S. 


b Br croſs, e 22 

thorow it Chxiſt h 
bonoured a lump fy ſinlul ike of me, to 
be Chriſt s bowoger able L prifoner-.. od, 1 3 eſteem the 
walls of, the Thieves-bale 725 | were, faut up in it) or ux 

dungeon, al by 9th tapeſt TY, ai nol ba 

for my Lord. eſus; and, vet 4, am. 'not lo but that 
the ſun Dy, 14 2nd the heayen. is 
the coverin in His e hath done 


more; far bd 2 ** —Y 8 will be a confined Pris 
ſoner with me; He lieth damn, and riſeth up with me z when 
I ſigh, he ſigheth; ; when t weep, he ſuffereth with, ane: and 
I contels, here 1 is the bleſſed iſſue of my ſuffering already be- 


be 2 is filled roman >" pk An to have 


charge you in 12 25 Je N e to him, 15 
in this duty und bath tied about my nech w 
chain of ;ſuch; angular expres fie his Jari 
et on high Chriſt, to hoſd in my honeſty at bh hands 08 
1 have nothing to give him. G that he would arreſt. 
compriſe my loye and my heart all!) Lam a dyvoux, w 
have no more free goods in the world for Chriſt; ſave, t 
it isHoth the whole heritage I have, and all my ne, 
beſides; el give, the thinſly man a drink. Oh to be over 
the ears in the well! Oh to be ſwattering, and. fwimming 
over head and ears, in Chriſt's love! I. would, not have 
Chriſt's love entring in me, but I would enter into it, and 
be 8 piof that love. But I; ſee not mays ſelf heres, + 
for I fear, 4: more of his love than of himſelf i, N 
Basel . e be ond and. much better than his love. 7 
it L had my 7 75 arms filled with that lovely One; Shri 
Bleſſed be — rich Lord Jeſus, ho ſendeth not away 
gars from his houſo with à toom diſh; he filleth the veſſel 
luch as will, come and ſeck: Me might beg re 
(if rar wiſe) if we could dee out our withered 
hands to Chriſt, and learn to ſuit, and ſeek, ask, 
I ow my ſalvation for Chriſt's glory, Low it to 
X rs 1 e yea 2 EY times 
the old hell, mig pr re: men and. & 
my 1 Jeſus; e 3 . 2 ef 


\ 


8 


Four Lordſhip's crown, your g 


36 M. Rurherſeords piſt. 42. 

- hatred and diſpleaſure. What am 7, to be forfeited 

in ſoul and body, to have my t on 

high, and extolled above all? O if I knew how high to have 
his 


reat and ro 


him ſet, and all the world far, far beneath the ſoles of 
Feet! Nay, I deſerve not to be the matter of his praiſes, far 


leſs to be an agent in praiſing of him. But he can win his 


own Glory out of me, and out of one grorſe than I, ( if any 


ſuch be) if it pleaſe his holy Majeſty ſogo do ; he knoweth | 


that / am not now flattering him. Madam, let me have your 
prayers, as ye have the prayers and blefling 'of him that is 
ſeparated from his brethren. Grace, Grace be with you 

: Aberd. June 15. * Tour own in hy ſweet Lord 
/ 1637. g 2 | Feſus, S. R. , 
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To the Earl of CASSILLS . 


My very Noble and Honourable Lord, 2 
make bold ( out of the Honourable and Chriſtian Report 
1 hear of your Lordſhip, ove no other thing to ſay, but 
that which concerneth the honotrable Cauſe, which the Lord 
hath enabled your Lordſhip to N to write this, that it is 
ry, and your hanour, to ſet 
your under the Lord's Glory, now falling to the 
ground; and to back Chriſt now, when ſo many think it wiſ- 
, to let him fend for himſelf, The ſhields of the earth ever 
did, and do ſtill believe, that Chriſt is a cumberſom' nligh- 
bour, and that itis a pain to hold up his eas and nay g: they 
fear he take their chariots, and their crowns, and their ho- 


nour from chem; but my Lord ſtandeth in need of none of 


them all: But it is your glory to-own Chriſt and his buried 


Truth; for, let men ſay what they pleaſe, the plea with gion; 
enemies, in this day of Jacobs trouble, is, If Chrift ſbould 


be King, and n» mouth ſpeak laws but bis? It concerneth 
dhe Apple of Chriſt's Eye, and his Royal Privileges, what 
now is debated : And Chriſt's kingly Honour is come to yes 


and zap. But let me be pardoned, aw dear and noble Lord, 
to beſeech you by the — of God, by the comforts of the 


Spirit, by the Wounds of your dear Saviour, by your com 


 . pearace before the Judge of quick and dead, to, ſtand for 
- Chriſt, and to back him. Oh if the nobles had done their 


1 been realous for the Lord! it had not been as it is 
ow ; but men think it wiſdom to ſtand beſide Chriſt, till 
his head be u, and ſing dumb. ä 
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àud to teſtify to your 


land. My Lor 


your 
for I dare not conceal his kindneſs to the ſoul of an affli ; 


exiled priſon r; who hath more cauſe to boaſt in the Lord, 


chan ſuch a ſinner as I? who am feaſted with the conſolations 


of Griſt, and have no pain in my ſufferings, but the pain of 
ſoul-ſickneſs '6f love for Chrift, and ſofrow that I cannot help - 
to ſound aloud the high praiſes bf him, who hath beard the 
Sghing of ty grfiics, (06 ANT y the head of his _ 
oppreſſed ſervant in his boſom, under his chin, and let him 
er che ſmell of his . that 
our Lordſhip might know, Cbriſt is as good as he is called; 
l ES Lordfſhi a 
ofeſſeth before this Sichel world, is Chriſt's : ou 
Aberd. March 1i2 dur Tordſbip s 


r ſervant, S. R : 
To the much — H N OSBURN, Proveft 


Mich honoured Sir, e Bt 3 : 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you: Upon our {mall ac. 


ood. 
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ies, 
not 


will come your 
Chriſt, back him, 


ben, e are 
out of this lite, We | 
well done is worth a ſhi £9 s and carthiy ho 
Tee fn ay hd a, — 2 

ic ſeit, In my fac * ully, and BY 
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t know NEW. laat is Wikt me 2 in 
priſon; 3 what 1 75 e and DO 
nes: I take his cro 019.18 m ID with Joy, 1 
Fat: Sutfering for Cha m) garland ;. 1 
5 Chriſt for ten ee worldss. m” no wt TE 
1 could $399 ) I would” not exchange Chriſt 12 
ay for me,; and the com and Wehe of 
priſoner el iſt meet eee N Wait. Grace s 
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5 a mercy and. ace be to you; 18 14770 find 1 fo 


ou in Pep r. Remember Four pere 
Pray Fo 7 Sir, r 5. all, ay 759 Lell Ui cal; 
gi Yn you from this wor | t w. 
” Whew. your glaſs ſhal Ho out ; and let 
8 ove bear moſt court in your ſoul and that court will 
bear down the love. of other t : Chriſt ſecketh aur are 
in your place, give him your and. Who hath more cau 
to encourage others to own Chriſt, than I have? for he hath 
made ad 8 ek of love; pe left me in Bip to men with his 
love, and love is, like, Il a- ſWoon, throu a 7 
555 no that is Yep erreth me, or . en 0 em 
"it. t this is an uncouth, pain. Oh 575 1 bad an heart 
4 love to render to him back a 7 | rincipalities 
520 Wers, thrones a . N a the Bo 5 
ul help me to Nag Praiſe in in c 
Member my love to your wife. I thank you m | 
as” ove 2 0 brother. Bra be with you | 
a Aber 4 357 . ufs in bis N 15 1 
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Chrilk in jor 75 ow, it doth, afoul oods and ith 4 


2 what, is Da Ehrich z 


caſten out i In the een e cater Sui : 
iy ape A nd to bring 2ye 99 me tg his houſe, 


And now, 1 a homely 
1 kn ng Fo OY haute! mine 455 mel 
he houſe mine alſo. pe Tho Ps when 6D 


ve me, whether I w as A 


* ſun-· burm 
tiketh what it may Bg "ic lows Fe een. this ima J 
know z but now | haye the flower of. his. love His Javed 
come to a fair bloom, ce à young 2 Af 


reen leaves, and it. caſteth. a ens, 
want nothin 151 but ways of ex 


hays a vent. O if 'S = hs 

ut c pals, * make a fire 1 in many * | 

755 t is a pit that there ED 64 not many! Zo le Gy | 

or po ſe, t t to write, boo $$ 4 
Ne Beef Cg. dune 


of me angels i 
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it ib 
: 1 ng . | 
it. N ay ive. eterna * 
Chriſt's pod ck "heck upon no other. thing: | 


a kind of prey y ar to get à cuff with the los 
ly, . — of John: 155. Ea er. | 
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jet com 
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1 


rite, bow doſt thou torment the ſouls of thoſe, that 
would be ſwallowed up of Chrift's love, becaaſe thou moyeſt 
fo flowly! Oh if he would pity a poor p 
upon and give à priſoner a taſte, or 
paſſing | ( which is glory as it were begun) to be a 
54 ton, that Chriſt and I ſhall have our fill of other for 
ever: hither, O love of Chriſt, that I may once kils thee 
' * before I die: What would I not give, to have time, that licth 
Chrift and me, taken out of the way, that we might 
{1H Se leer e ber at the rf Ahr 1 thall (6; of 
"that moſt lovely and faireſt face, love ſhall come out of his 
* ä would but deſire 
ſtand at the utter fide 
Look | the door, and ſee Chrift's face: 
is life would be my borrowed and. 
ng-looked for day dawn, 
ſaid, Coloſ. i. 27. Crit in 
' I will de content of no pawn of heaven, 
: for Cbriſt, by faith here, is 
ory in the bud: If I had. that pawn, [ 


— 


ht of that ſur. 


is ſcarce d not we 


Ks 4 
4 


were good to be daily . propmen and love · f iſts, 


and the Bridegroom's favours; can do no more, 
ſeek” and hungry dinners of Cbriſt's love, to keep 
the taſte of beaven in our mouth, while tupper-time. I know, 
it is far aſternoon, and nigh the marriage · ſupper o the Lamb; 
| | the table is covered already. O Welbeloved, run, run faſt ! 
O0 fair day, when wilt thou dawn! O ſhadows, flee away! 
I chink, hope and love woven thorow other, make our ab- 


1 
; 


but bope that maketh not aſhamed ſwalloweth up that 
in. It is not unkindneſs that 4 * Chrift and us to long 
What can | ſay to ChrifÞ's love ? I think more than 
: To conſider, that when my Lord Jeſus may 
ir (if I may fo ſpeak) and go abroad, yet he wi 
and keep the priſon with me: Bur in all this 


[ys 


þ 
F. 


— 
4 
2. 
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4 
: 


7 * 


communion with him, what am I to be thanked for? 


but a ſufferer ; whether I will or not, he will be kind 
he had defied my guiltineſs to him unkind; 
d in his love on me. Here I die with _— 


ser 


— 


. 


» 
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„ and blow love | 


mow gates of the New Jeruſalem, 
lo 


n gain. All 
here, the pictur ory: | 
g bairns, | id back the thy axyling of obey xabigriey? | 


; Chrift, ſpiritual torment : It is a pain to wait 
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nor out of hell, more unworthy 
confound and ſcar me, once to — u my black 
receive one of Chriſt's undeſerved : if my 
were turned out, and 7 — Dy: — e 
ſay to me, It js @ ſhame for thee to — bs 
he and embrace thee : It would feem to become me 2 


ſo higl 

o big por 
to feed my ſelf with Lows mr at his love: 
weigh it, but e 
my tongue to the 

nothing wo him I muſt let him alone, 
will not go about his high, wide, 
What remaineth then, but that 2 
Cbriſt lie unpaid for all 9 
are black ſham d with his lo _ 
be dyvours topether ; and the 
heaven-ful of dyvours, ſhall reſt for ever 
this land and nation would come — ſta 
conceivable and glorious perfections, and lock i 
and wonder, adore ! Would to God, 

in many lbvers to Chriff's houſe ! But this zation 
ſaken the fountain of living waters. Lord, caſt not | 
on Scotland's coal, Wo, wo will be to this land, becauſe of 
the day of the Lord's fierce anger, that is fo ung 4 


Grace be with you. 
Aberd. Dar effeBionate Brother, in up? 
Tord Jeſus, S. K 
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> JOHN KENNEDY, a— ry 4 


Worthy and dear Brother, Flo 2 4 

D > ee. ce be to you to — | 
CS e | 
gettulneſa that ye write not: I am every way in good — 
both in ſoul and body, all honour and glory be to my Lord: 
I want chang, Fo but «4 further Revelation of the;Beaury of 
the, unknown Son of - Either I know not what Chriſti: .. - 


— ET ſtinted a meaſure of ſo many ounce 


- I ” 
* 
. 
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Mr. Ruleifoords  FEpiſt. 46. 
weigbes and no more, upon bolineſs; and there we are 
at A ſtay, drawing our breath all our life; a moderation in 
Gad's/ Max, now, is much in requeſt. I profeſs, I have 
never talen pains to find out him -whom my ſoul loveth; 
there is a gate yet of finding out Chriſt, that I have never 
lighted upon. Ob if I could find it out! Alas, how ſoon are 


—— with our own ſhadow in a glaſs! It were good 


ing an ſad earneſt to find out God, and to ſeek 
— tread of Chriſt: time, cuſtom, and a good opinion 
rr meaning, and our lazy deſires, our 
fair ſhows, + and the awprid's gliſtering luſtres, and theſe 
b | and buskings of religion, that bear bulk 
irk, is that wherewith moſt ſatisfe themſelves : But 
a,watred- bed with tears, a dry throat with praying, eyes 


” 25 fountain of tears for the fins of the land, is rare to be found 


nong us. Oh if we could know the power of godlineſs! 
This is one part of my caſe; and another is, that I, like a tool, 
once ſummoned Cbriſt for unkindneſs, and complained of bis 


- Heldendls and unconſtancy, becauſe he would have no more of 


my ſerrice nor preaching, and had caſten me out 97 the inbe · 
ritantes af the Lord: And I confeſs now, this was but a bought 
plea, and I was a fool; yet he hath born with me. I gave him 
A fair ad vantage againſt me, but love and merey would not let 


ba eke it; and the truth is, now he hath ebided himſeh 


in this fair ſun- blink, I have ſomething to keep me from ſtart- 
up in my bowels, and I am weary with forbearing. The mi- 
changed into leſs bounds, becaule they ſee God with me 5 my 
'L with the hole earth. The late wrongs and o 


* 
"4 


* embark me inſuch a plea againſt Chriſt, as I was troubled 


ends with me, and hath taken away the mask, and hath re- 
newed his wonted favour, in ſuch a manner, that be hath paid 


me w bandred fold in thy life, and one to the hundred, 


Ichis priſon is my banqueting-houſe ; I am handled as ſoftly 

delicateh/, as a dauted child; lam nothing behind (I ſee) 
with Chriſt; be can in a month make up a year's lofles : And 
Ewrite this to you, that I may intreat, nay, adjure and charge 
you, byithe lave of our Welbeloved, to help me to praiſe, and 
to tell all your chriſtian acquaintance to help me; for I am as 
deeply drowned in his debt, as any dyvour can be: and yet 


ling, or being exalted above meaſure; His word is a fire ſhut 
niſters in this Town are ſaying, they ſhall have my priſon 


mother hath born me a man of contention, one that ſtriveth 


| ns done 
to my brother, keep my fails low; yet I dety eroſſes, to 


wich 


Epift. 4 
with of ha Lhope 


_ LEF:F BKS. | 
to overhope aud oyerbelicve my troubles: = 
I have cauſe now to truſt Chriſt's: promiſe, more than: his 
loom. Remember my hearty eee whites My 4 
Cal 5 is grieved for. the lucceis of a = ens Journey ta 
New-England ; but God bath ſomewhat to-reveal, that ne ſer 
not. Grace he with you. —_ _ * priſone 114 at 
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To MARGARET Su Abe * 


N 1 * 211 :vd., 200 1 4 
MISTRESS, a toffee (5 508 1 lr 22d 
Race, mercy and peace be unte you : It is. yorgaban 


time that {ſhould have writtento you; but t& i tt 
good time, if I could help your ſoul to mend youropacenand” | 
to go more ſwiftly to your heavenly country! ;, fax truly ye 
have need to make all haſte, becauſe the inch of our 
remaineth will quickly * ride wer er res leegs-or 
wake, our gage nete be tide bidlech no man. Bewag ek 
a beguile in the matter of your, — : Waz: woifhr ever | 
more to them, that loſe that prize: for what is behinf, when 
the ſoul is once loſt, but that ſinners warm their bits vi clay 
houſes at a fire of their own kindling, for a day ort ho which 


doth rather ſuffocate with. its ſmoke, than warm them and at | 
length they lie down in ſorrow, and. are clothed with e - 


laſting ſhame ?. I-would ſeek ng further meaſure of faith ith 
begin withal, than to believe really;and.ſetlfaſtly the dadtrine = 
of God's Juſtice, his all-devouning: wrath and -everli 
burning, where ſinners are burnt ſoul and bod ya dn a river 
and great lake of fire and brimſtone 4; Then they Would wiſh 
no more goods, but the thouſandth of a cold fountain- 
well to cool theirtongue ; they would then buy death, with 
enduring of pain and torment for as many years, as Godhath 


created drops of rain ſince the creation; but there is nd mar- 


ket in buying or ſelling life or death there: Oh h alas the 


greateſt part of this world runco the place of that torment 


— and lleeping. My 


rejoicing, and 0 pay” d 
counſel to yo * ye ſtart in time to be aſter Chriſt; * 
for if ye go 1 Chriſt is not far before you:? e ſhall 
overtake him. O Lond God, what is ſo ere, this, Sel> 
vation, ſalvation 2 Fy * ns" and foohiſh-- 


world, 


| 
E 
i cams 
L 


- * Mr. 


of ſuch thi 


arcs 
— tha ws give ſo little for Selvation ' Oh, if there 
were a free market of Salvation in that day, when 
the of God ſhall awake the dead; how many buy. 
ors be then ? God ſend me no wore happineſs, ber tha 
Salvation, which the blind world (to their eternal wo) letteth 


lip through their fingers: Therefore look if ye can. give 


out money (as Iſaiab ſpeaketh, chap. Iv. 2.) for bread, 
and ay Chriſt and his blood in wadſet for en: It is a dry 
and hungry bairns-part of goods, that Eſaus are hunting — 
here : | ſee thouſands following the chaſe, and in the un 
s, while in the mean time they loſe the b 

and when all is done, they have caught nothing to roſt 
ſupper, but lie down hungry; and beſides, they go to their 
bed (when they — Al ye ber endle, . for God — = 
them, J. 11. ye bave at my band, ye ſha 
CS notes And truly this is as ill made a bed to lis 
upon, as one could wiſh : for he cannot ſleep ſoundly, nor reſt 
ſweetly, who hath ſorrow for his pi lou. Rouze, route up 
therefore your ſoul, and ask how Chriſt and your ſoul met to- 


—_ Fam ſure, they never got Chrift, who were not once 


at the yolk of the heart for him: too too many whole 


ſouls think they have met with Chrift, who had never a - 


wearied night a of him: But alas, what richer 
are _ that they dreamed the laſt night they had much 
gold, and 'when they awoke in the morning, they found it 
was but a-dream ? What- are all the Sinners in the — in 
—.— heaven and earth ſhall go up in a flame of fire, 

beguiled dreamers ? Every one ſhall ſay of 
ueſt, Behold it was Dream: every 
man in that day will tell his Dream. I befeech you in the 
Lord Jeſus, beware, beware of unſound work, in the matter 


— wn and give them their leave; and ſtrike hands with 
7 Gift, thar thereafter there may be no $ to you but 
for any but Cbriſt, no bed at night 

(when "death cometh ) but Chrift ; Chriſt, Chriſt, who but 
_ Chriſt ? I know this much offChrift, he is not ill to be found, 
Hor lordly of his love; wo had been my part of it for ever- 
more, e diney of hi If to me : but God 


Angels, Chriſt cannot be exchanged, 
0 * te fl, Ke cannot be weighed : Where would 


Epiſt. 47. 


> your ſalvation : ye may not, ye eannot, ye dow not want 
| ne : Then after this day conveen all your lovers before 


— + hls es nothing for Chriſt ; and now, I proteſt 


Angels, 
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Icy, death upon all lites, but 
we” what is it that holdeth vs aſunder 


once we could have a fair - Thus 
dannen for cvermore; N 
be with you. 5 


Aberd. 1637. 
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Loving and Deer Sin, 5 2 W O40 
you: recei 
7 Lenter: IE — — ned your 


either from hell, or 
world: Sit far a- hack — 2 walls of this 701. how e, even 
the pollutions of this defiling world. Keep your | 
love and __— in heaven; it is not good, paul love and your 


Al theſe are thine, this Palace is. 
if ye only had been the Choſen | 
built chat one Houſe for you and himlelt. Now, it is for you. 


— , We 


mpty, and the two of this 

— there will be nothing i 
burnt aſhes,and therefore it is beſt to make away — 
his maſter are buſie 8 bell, mn; 
3 * 
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Mr ds Epil i 
mars, tab / N berare falling (ory heaven, bp bm 
—— and make. up wir ches faith, and "(ef 
8 Janiwsght, byehoivbuogry bunti dg tor! know not whit! 
© Eaſtonyoun grips: alt upon Chriſt; I vevilyeſteem him the 
beſt, aught:tbat@ Have = He is n Second im priſon; havi 
hin: Woagltmp crots were'as heavy as ten mountains of ir6n? 
whe hacputteth his Nu cet; ihbuldef under me and it, my GW 
ia but n feaphet. — ig err ppg Chriſt /;/he is 
Maile, in heaven and earth: | rejoice that he is in heaven 
belitednay\Gol nd joyfd n and Mi the mean time, 
the travellers charges for--the- way + mezm; -a burden -of 
Chriff's tdve; ito ivescen —— to encourage a 
breathleſs runner; for when I loſe breath, climbing up the 
mountain, he maketh new breath? Now, the very God 


el peach. eſtabli ſi nete che day or his appearance. J. * 


% Ard. Sept. Neu 1 1% Tourer rn by 0 | 
bier (26371 d of 20.114, ( 10" fis, _ 0 
3 * Tran 
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—.— WW 7 S5 6 a7 57. l as 0 
cy and. peace be to you : os are truly —_— 
6 Gate rd —— ſowie world fert, upon you, 1 
yethnatbugdn che. fair grounded and ſettled, and be 
from the — the Goſpel-* It is good, the: 
2 and it ii mot:waight dreant or. 4 faney.: It is 4 


"II 


S .. © wonder? that men deny wptathat there is -u heaven, as they 


deny! tliere is a NaN toiit, bat of mens making. You hive 
learned ofi Chxiſt, that there is% heaven; 9 — for ik, 
contend fur Qhriſt; hear well and ſubmillive the lark croſ 
of this mother world, that God will not ave to he yours. 
L conteis; it is hard, and L would 1 were able to eaſe you of 
your burden} But believe me, this world (which the Lord 
will not hate td be yours) is but the droſs, the refuſe and 
ſeum of creation; the portion of the Lord's r hired 
ther moyeables, not the heritage; a harfl bone 
euſten tu che dogs, holden out of the New Jeruſalen, where: 
upon they rather break their teeth, than ſatisſie their a pe 
rite * It is your Father's blefing, - and Chriſt's Birth-r 
that our Lord. is keeping for you; and I perſwade 222 Tout 
Ned alſo ſhall inherit the ea (if chat be good 
for that is promiſed to them; and God's bond is =» ted: a 
better, chan a een weed give every one of e dee 
ow tho 
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Epiſt. 5d. LETTERS. 
thouſand thouſands. -Ere ye was born, eroſſes 
meaſure and weight were written for you, and your Lord wu 
lead you thorow them: Make Chriſt ſure, and. the bleflings 
of the earth ſhall be at Chriſt's back. I ſee many proſeſſots 
for the faſhion follow on; but they are profellors'c glafſs: 1 
would cauſe a little knock 'of perſecution ding them in twenty 
pieces, and ſo the world ſhould laugh at the ſheards. There 
fore make faſt work, ſee that Chriſt lay the ground - ſtone of 
your profeſſion ; for wind and rain, and ſpeats will not waſh 
away his building : his works have no ſhorter date, than to 
ſtand for evermore. I ſhould twenty times have periſhed in 
my affliction, if I had not leaned my weak back, and laid my 
preſſing burden, both upon the Stone, the Foundation me, 
the Corner-ſtone laid in Zion: And I deſire never to rife off 
this ſtone. Now, the very God of peace confirm, and eſtabliſh 
you-unto the day of the bleſſed appearance 0 of Chrift 2272 
God be with you. 
Aberd. Towrs in bis deareſt Lord Jeſus S. R. 
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To JAMES. BAUTIE. 


Loving Brother, 3 | | 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you: I N your. 
letter, and render you thanks for the ſame; but I have 
not time to anſwer all the heads of it; as the bearer, can in- 
form you. 1. Ye do well to take your ſelf at the right ſtot, 
when ye wrong Chriſt by doubting and misbelief; for this is 
to Nickname Chrift, 44 term him a liar, which, being ſpo- 
ken to our prince, would be ha ing or heading ; but Chriſt 
hangeth not always for treaſon : : i t is good that he may regi- 
ſtrate a believer's bond a hundred 4 41 and more than fe- 
venty times a day have law*againſt us, and No tend he ſpareth us, 
«4 man doth hy ſon that ſerveth him: No tender-hearted 
mother, who may have law to kill her ſu 2 would 
put in execution that law. 2. For your failings, even 
when ye have a ſet tryſt with Chriſt, and when — ave a fair 
ſeen advantage, by keeping your appointment with him, and 
ſalyation cometh to the very paſſing 90 2 ſeals; I would lay 
two things. 1. Concluded MA. ſealed ſalvation may go thro 
and be ended, ſuppoſe. ye write your name to the tail. of 
3 with ink that can hardly be : Neither think 
+>ops any man's ſal vation paſſed the ſeals,” t there was an 
3 in mag upon the fooT's part, 1 \ 
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5 '98 Mr. Rut hetfaars Epiff. 50. 
I Is infeofted in heaven. In the moſt graye and ſerious work of 
our ſalvation, I think Chriſt had never good cauſe to laugh at 
our ſillineſs, and to put on us his merits, that we might bear 
weight. 2. It is a iweet law of the New Covenant, and 2 
[privilege of the New m_—_ that citizens pay according to 
their means; for the New Covenant ſaith not, ſo much edi. 
e by ounce-weigbts, and no lefs, under the pain of dam- 
nation: Chriſt taketh, as poor men may give; where there 
2 mean portion, he is content with the leſs, if there be 
ſtneerity: broken ſums and little feckleſs obedience will be 
. pardoned, and hold the foot with him: know ye not, that 
our kindly Lord retaineth his good old Heart yet? He breaj- 
eth not a bruiſed reed, nor quencheth the ſmoaking flax: but 
if the wind blow, he holdeth his hands about it, till it riſe 
to a flame. The law cometh on with three Oyes's, with all 
.the heart, with all the ſoul, and with all the whole ſtrength : 
and where would poor folks, like you and me, furniſh all theſe 
ſums ? It feareth me, ( nay, it is moſt certain) that if the 
Payment were to come out of our purſe, when we ſhould put 
our hand in our bag, we would bring out the wind or worſe: 
But the Covenant ſeeketh not heap-mete, nor ſtented obedi- 
ence, as the condition of it, becauſe forgiveneſs hath always 
place. Hence I draw this concluſion : To think matters be- 
wtwixt Chriſt and us go back, for want of heaped meaſure, is 
a piece of old Adam's pride, who would either be at legal 
payment or nothing: We would ſtill have God in our com- 
mon, and buy his kindneſs with our merits; for beggerly 
pride is devils-boneſty, and bluſheth to be in Chriſt's com- 
mon, and ſcarce giveth God a Grammerey, and a lifted cap, 
(except it be the Phariſee's unlucky God I thank thee ) or 2 
. bowed knee to Chriſt : it will only give a good-day for a good- 
day again; and if he diſſemble -his kindneſs, as it were, in 
"2d and ſeem to misken it, it in earneſt ſpurneth with the 
" heels, and ſnuffeth in the wind, and careth not much for 
.Chiiſt's kindneſs : If he will not be friends, let him go, ſaith 
pride; beware of this thief, when Chriſt offeteth himſelf, 
3. No marvel then of whiſperings, whether you be in the co- 
. yenant or not: For pride maketh looſe work of - the covenant 
bp of grace, and will not let Chriſt be full Bargain- maker. To 
peak to you particularly and ſhortly. 1. All the truly regere- 
„ b minately tell you the meaſure of their dejecti- 
ons; becauſe Chriſt beginneth young with many, and tea! 
oth into their Keart, ere they wit of themſelves, and . 
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hovbeit ſhe be poor 3. and he loveth her for an apple alſo: 


Belt. 50, | LETTERS. 95 
rr 
are oli in rejoycing in 4 | n, chat 
never coſt them a dak Hgbt; Chriſt's ph 

eam upon them: But for that, I would ſay, If other m 
be — 7 that Chriſt is indeed come in, never make plea. 
with him, becauſe he will net afſſwer, Lord Feſis, how cameſf 
thou in? whether in at door or window? Make him welcome 


| ſince he is come. The wind bloweth where it liſteth; all the 


world's wit cannot perfectly render a reaſon, why the winds 
ſhould be a month ip the eaſt, ſax weeks bly in the weſt, 


and the fpace only of an afternoon Wea — nortl. Ye 


will not find out all the nicks and ſteps of Chrift's way with 
2 ſoul, do what ye can ; for ſometimes he will come in ſtepping 
ſoftly, like one walking beſide a 1 and ſlip to the 
door, and let none know he was there. 2. Ye obje#, The 
truly regenerate ſhould” love God for himſelf: and ye fear 
that ye love him more for his 'benefits (as incitements and 
motives to love him) than for himſelf, - I anſwer, To love 
God for himſelf as the laſt end, and allo for his benefits; 43 
incitements and motives to love him, may ſtand well toge« 
ther; as a ſon loveth his mother, becauſe the is his mother; 


hope ye will not ſay, that benefits are the only reaſon and bots 
tom of your love; it ſeemeth there is a better-toundation fot 
it: Always, if a hole be in it, ſew it up ſhortly: - 3. Ye feel 


not ſuch mourning in Chriſt's abſence, as ye would. I aſi wery : | 


That the regenerate mourn at all times, and all in a like mea 

ſure for his abſence, I deny: There are different degrees of 
mourning, leſs or more, as they have leſs or more love to hin, 
and leſs or more ſenſe of his abſence : But, 4. Some they 
muſt have. 2. Sometimes they miſs not the Lord, and then 
they cannot mourn; howbeit, it is not long ſo; at leaſt, it is 
not always fo. 3. Ye challenge your ſelf, that ſome truths find 
more credit with you than others. Ye do well; for God is 
true in the leaſt, as well as in the greateſt, and he muſt be ls 
to you: Ye muſt not call him true in the one page of the leaf, 


contradicted himſelf yet: although the beſt of the.regenerate 


fick wrought in | 


and falſe in the other; for our Lord in all his writings never 


have ſlipped here, always labour ye to hold your fret.4, Cont 


emple of the holy Ghoſt ) and yours (which is full of nhcleay- 
neſs and corruption ) + ſtand dumb and. di ed, 
dare not ſometiangs call 9 your ] I 
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aring the eſtate of one truly regenerate ( whoſe heart is a ⁶ͥ 


e fore 


ver,, The beſt regenerate have their defilements, and (if 1 
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| their days; and waſh as they will, there will be filth in 
eir boſom: But let not this put you from the well, 2. I an- 


wer, Albeit there be ſome ounce-weights of carnality, and 


ſome ſquint look, or eye in our neck to an idol; yet love in 
its own mealure may be ſound; for glory muſt purifie and 
perfect our love, it will never till then be ablolutely pure: yet 


i the idol reign, and have the yolk of the heart, and the keys 


of the houle, and Chriſt only be made an underling to run 
Errands, all is not right; therefore examine well. 3. There 
is a twofold: diſcouragement : one of unbelief, to conclude, 
and make doubt of the concluſion, for a mote in your eye, and 
4 by-look to. an idol: this is ill. There is. another diſcourage- 
= of ſorrow for ſin, When ye find a by-look to an idol: 


5 is gone and a matter of thankigiving ; therefore examine 
ea 5 


be aſſurance of. ſeſus's love, ye ſay, would be 


| : moſt comfortable news that ever ye heard. Anſwer, That 


©. Nap twenty holes, and looſe many objections: That love 
Park telling in it, I trow. Oh that ye knew and felt it, as 1 
have done | I wiſh you a ſhare of my feaſt; ſweet, ſweet hath 
it been to me, If my Lord had not given me this love, I 
would have. fallen through. the eauſey of Aberdeen ere now: 


ut. for you, hing on, your feaſt is not far off; ye ſhall be 


f Fd, ere ber is as mach in our Lord's pantry, as 
will ſatisfie all his bairns, and as much wine in his cellar, as 
Will quench all their thirſt: Hunger on; for there is meat in 
Hunger for Chriſt : Go never from him, but faſh him [ who 
Net ts leaſed with the importunity of hungry ſouls J with a 
diſh-full of hungry deſires, till he fill you; and if he delay, 
Jet come not ye away, albeit ye ſhould fall a- HNH oon at his feet. 
6. Ye crave my mind, whether ſound comfort. may be found 


in prayer, when conviction of a known idol is preſent. I an- 


ſwer, An idol, as an idol, cannot ſtand with ſound comfort; 
For that comfort that is gotten at Dagon's feet, is a cheat or 
Ble-flume ;, yet found comfort, and conviction of an eye to an 
idol, may as well dwell together, as tears and joy: But let 
this do you no ill, I ſpeak it for your encouragement, that ye 
may make the beſt out of your joys ye can, albeit ye find them 
mixed with motes. 2. Sole conviction, F alone without re- 
morſe and grief, is not enough; therefore lend it a tear, if ye 
dow win at it. fr Ye gueſizon, when ye win to more ferven- 
cy ſometimes wit! Your neighbour in prayer, than when ee 
* 2 e 3 * alone, 
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be always, no queſtion a ſpice of hy 


ment, maketh the 


Jou, and ſenſe of * for 
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ypoeriſie be in it, or not ? 7 anſwer, If this 
ifie is in it, which 
would be taken heed to; but paſſibly deſertion may be in pri- 
vate, and preſence in publick, and then the cale is clear. 2. . 
ft of applauſe may occaſion by accident a rubbing off a co 
heart, and ſo heat and life may come; but it is not the pr 
cauſe of that heat : Hence, God of his free grace will ri 

is errands, upon our ſtinking corruption; but corruption is 

but a mere occaſion and accident, as the playing on a pipe 
remoyed anger from the prophet, and made him fitter to pro- 
pheſie, 2Kings iii. v. 15. 8. Ye complain. of Chriſt's ſhort 


Epiſt. 50. 


alone, whether h 


viſits, that he will not bear you company one night; but when 


ye lie down warm at one night, ye riſe cold at morning. An- 


ſwer, 1 cannot blame you | nor any other, who knoweth. that 


ſweet Gueſt} to bemoan his withdrawings, and to be m 


deſirous of his abode and company; for he would captivate 


and engage the affection of any creature, that ſaw his face: 


ſince he looked on me, and gave me a fight of his fair loye, he 


gained my heart wholly, and got away with it : Well, well 
may he brook it; he ſhall keep ir long, ere I fetch it from him. 
But I ſhall tell you what ye ſhall do; treat him well, give 
him the chair and the board-head, and make him welcome to 
the mean portion ye have; a good ſupper, and kind entertaiy- 


though ye give him king's-cheer, he will away; as is GRP 
deſertions for mere trial, and not for fin. 9g. Ye ſeek the dif- 


ference betwixt the motions of the Spirit, in their leaſt mea- 


ſure, and the natural Joys of your own heart. Anſwer, As 2 
man can tell, if he joy and delight in bis wife, as his wite 3 
or if he delight and joy in her tor ſatisfa&ior of his luſt ; but 
hating her perſon, and fo loving her for her fleſh, and 

grieving when ill befalleth her: fo will a man's Joy in Gol 


222 


and his whoriſh natural joy, be diſcovered; if he ſorrow for 


any thing that may offend that Lord, it will ſpeak the ſingle- 
nels of that love to him. 10. Ye ask the reaſon, why ſenſè g-- 
vercometh faith. Anſwer, Becauſe ſenſe is more natural, 2 
near of kin to our own ſelfiſh and ſoft nature. Ye ask, if fai 

in that caſe be ſound ? Anſwer, If it be chaſed away, it is nei- 
ther ſound nor unſound, becauſe it is not faith; but it might 


be, and was faith, before ſenſe did blow'out the act of heliey- . 


ing. Laſtly, Ye ask what to do, when promiſes are born in upan 
: ſins of youth, Bod et pos 
5 plication. 


ueſt love the inns the better: Yet ſometimes . 
Chriſt hath an errand elſewhere, for mere trial : and then, 
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plication- 7 ayſwer, If it be living ſenſe, it may ſtand with 
application; and in this caſe, put to your hand and cat your 
meat in God's name: if falſe, ſo that the fins of yagth are nat 
repented of, then as faith and impenitency cannot ſtand toge- 
ther, ſo neither that ſenſe and applieation can conſiſt. Brother, 
excuſe my brevity, for time ſtraitneth me, that I get not m 

mind ſaid in theſe things, but muſt refer that ta a pew occaſi- 
on, if God offer it. Brother, pray for me. Grace, be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in his deareſt Lord Feſus, S. R. 


FT» JOHN STEWART, ved of Air, pow in lteland. 


Mach honoured Sir, BN GE EP I P'S 2 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I long to hear from 
| you, being now removed from my flock, and the priſoner 
of Chriſt at Aberdeen. I would not have you to think it 
aue that your journey to m hath gotten ſuch 
a daſh»: it indeed hath made my heart heavy; yet I know it is 
no dumb providence, but a ſpeaking one, whereby our Lord 
Ipeaketh his mind to you, cho for the preſent ye do not well 
Underſtand what he ſaith : however it be, he who ſitteth upon 
the floods, hath ſhewn you his marvellous kindneſs in the 
great depths. I know your loſs is great, and your hope is 
one far againſt you; but I intreat you, Sir, expound aright 
Dur Lord's laying all kindrances in the way. I perſwade my 
Jelf, your heart aimeth at the footſteps of the flogk, to feed be- 
Fde the ſpepherds tents, and to dwell beſide Him whom your 
Foul loveth; and that it is your defire to remain in the wilder- 
- neſs, where the woman is kept from the dragon: And this be- 
Ang your deſire, remember that a poor priſoner of Chriſt ſaid 
it to you, that, That miſcarried journey is with child to you 
ef mercy and conſolation; and ſhall bring forth a fair birth, 
And the Lord ſhall be midwife to the birth ; Wait on, he that 
"Þelieveth maketh not haſte, Iſa. xxviii. 16. J hope, ye have 
been aking what the Lord meaneth, and what further may 
be his will, in reference to your return: My dear brother, let 
God make of you what he will, he will end all with conſola- 
tion, and ſhall make glory out of your ſufferings ; and would 
ye wiſh better work? This water was in your way to heaven, 
and written in your Lord's book, ye hehoved to croſs it; and 
therefore kiſs his wiſe and unerring proyidence, Let not the 
cenſure of men, who ſee but the out · ſide of things (and ſcarce 
Well that) abate your courage and rejoicing in the Lord: "oy 


ſions of this land, and- 


and my 


Epiſt. fr. LETTERS, wp 
beit your faith ſeeth but the black fide of providence, yet it 
hath a better fide, and God ſhall let +198 1g Learn to be- 
lieve Chriſt better than his ſtrokes, himſelf and his promiſes - 
better than his.glooms: Daſhes and diſappointments are not 
canonick Scripture ; fighting ſor the promiſed land, ſeemed to 
cry to God's promiſe, Abou lie. If our Lord ride upon a - 
ſtraw,. his horſe ſhall neither ſtumble nor fall; Rom. viii. 28. 
For we know that all things work together for good to theme © 
that love Gad; Ergo, ſhipw s, Nc. work together for 
the good of them that love Hence I infer, that loſſes, 


diſappointments, ill tongues, loſs of friends, houſes or coun- 


try, are God's workmen, ſet on work, to work out good to 
you, out of every thing that befalleth you. Let not the Lord's 
dealing ſeem harſh, rough or unfatherly, becauſe it is unplea- 
ſant; when the Lord's bleſſed will bloweth croſs your deſires, 


E 


it is beſt in humility to ſtrike ſail to him, and to be willing to 
be led any way our Lord pleaſeth: it is a point of denial of 
your ſelf, to be as if ye had not a will, but had made > 
diſpoſition of it to God, and had fold it over to him; and to 
make uſe of his will for your own, is both true holineſs, and 
your eaſe and : Ye know not what the Lord is working 
out of this, but ye ſhall _ 7 hereaſter. ee I write 
to you, I write to your wife, I compaſhonate her cale, but in- 
treat her not to Kar or faint; this journey is a part of her 
wilderneſs to heaven and the promiſed land, and there are 
fewer miles behind: it is nearer the dawning of the day to 
her, than when ſhe went out of Scotland. I would be glad to 
hear, that ye and ſhe have comfort and oourage in the Lord. 
Now as concerning our Kirk: Our Seruice- book is ordained, 
by open proclamation and ſound of trumpet, to be read in all 
the Kirks of this Kingdom; our Prelates are to meet this 
Month for it and our Canons, and for a Reconciliation bet wit 
us and the Lutherans, The Profeſſors of Aberdeen-Univerſity- | 
are charged to draw up the artisles of an uni form Confeſſion t 
But reconciliation with Popery is intended; tlus is the Day of 
Jacob's viſitation + The ways of Zion mourn, our gold js 'be= |} 
come dim, the Sun i gone down wpin our prophets. A dx 
wind, but neither to fan nor to cleanſe, is coming upon this 
land; and all our ill 5 from the multiplied tranſgreſ-" } 
the friends. and lovers of Babel 
amongſt us, Fer. xxxi- 53. The violence done to me and. my; | 
fleſh be _ thee, Babylon, ſhall the inhabitant of Zion ſays | 
lord upon the inhovitents & Claldes; Nut lere 
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Rut berſoord's Epiſt. 1. 
12 I was three days before the High 
Commilſſi eee. preached againſt our King: 
A Miniſter being witneſs, went well ell nigh to {wear it; God 
- hath ſaved me —— their malice. 1» They have deprived me 
of my Miniſtry." 2. Silenced me, that exerciſe — Ba of of 
the Miniſterial! Fun&iop within this Kingdom, 
of Rebellion. 3. Confined my perſon within the town of 
deen, where I find the Miniſters working for my —— 
In Caithneſs or Orkney, far from them becauſe ſome people 
here (willing to be edified) reſort to me. At my firſt entry, 
| I had heavy challenges within me, and a court. fenced (but I 
hope, not in Chriſt's n name) wherein it was aflerted, that my 
Lord would have no more of my ſeryvice, and was tired of 
me: And, like a fool, 1 Chriſt alſo for unkindneſs; 
ſoul fainted, and 1. refuſed comfort, and ſaid, What ailed: 
5506 at me: 12 1 deſired to be faithful in bi Houſe. Thus, 
in my rovings and miſtakings, my Lord Jon 
ey on me, who am leſs, than the leaſt of all ſaints. I lay up- 
an the duſt, and bou _ lea from Satan againſt Chriſt, and 
he was content to ſe ut at length Chriſt did ſhew him - 
ſelf Friends with — py in mercy pardoned and paſt my 


lem ſay. * 


of it ; and only complained, that a court ſhould be ho- 


n in his "bounds, without his own allowance. Now I paſs 
from my compearance; and, as if Chriſt had done the fault, 
he hath made the mends, and returned to my ſoul; ſo that 
now his poor priſoner feedeth on the feaſts of love. My:adver- 

= ferics know not what a courtier I am now with any royal King, 
for whole crown I now ſuffer : it is but our ſoft — lazy fleſh 
dat bath raiſed an ill report of the croſs of Chriſt; O freer, 
ſiveet is his yoke ! Chrilt's chains are of pure gold; r 
2 — 1 would not give my weeping; for the 


m9 ſadneſs arith the world's joy. O lovely, lovely Jeſas, how 
. Tweet muſt thy kiſſes be, when thy croſs ſmelleth ſo o' ſweetly! 
if all the three Kingdoms had part of my love and of 


vou to praiſe for me; and of our acquaintance there, 

_ \ a to. I ſmather Chriſt's honeſty 

1 with this, that my ſilence and 

1 I beſeech you in che — of Chrift, 

to help me to praiſe.. Remember my love in Griſt to. 2 
| waſe, to Mr. Mair, and Mr. Livingſtan, and Mr. Cuniy 


Win 


wed mer- 


laughing of all the fourteen Preiater, I would not — J 


comfort of a a) e Dear Brother, I charge 
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call for New-Englond, I would follow it. Grace be with 
5 Abend. 163% Tours i in our Lord Teſus, 5. K. 
— 
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7. JOHN: STE WART N of Ar. 


2 hopeutred and 4 in Grit, 
8 * merey and peace from God our Father, and * 
our Lord ies Ghrife, be upon you. I expected the 
comfort of a letter to a priſoner from you, ere now. I am 
here, Sir, putting 2 of my inch of time; and when 
I awake firſt in the. morning (which is always with great hea- 
yineſs and ſadneſs) this queſtion is brought to my mind, An 
| ſerving God or nat? Not that I doubt of the truth of this 
| — 5 cauſe,” wherein / am engaged [¶ 7 dare venture in 
| to cternity, and before my Judge, that 7 now ſuffer for the 
truth: Becauſe that / cannot endure that my Maſter, who is 2 
free-born King, ſhould pay tribute to any of the ſhields or 
pot-ſheards ot the earth; Oh that I could hold the crown u- 
pon my prencely King's head with my ſinful arm, howbeit it 
mould be ſtroke from 'me in that ſervice from the ſhoulder- 


2 
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fs of my communion with — in many fair, fair days in An- 
it, woth (whereas now y Maſter getteth no ſervice of my tongue 
at as then) bath almoſt broken my faith in two halves: Yet, in my 
er- deepeſt apprehenſions of his anger, I ſee through a cloud that 
”, Iam wa. ; and he, in love to my ſoul, hath taken up the 
n controverſie betwixt faith and apprebenſions, and a decreet is 
et, 2 on Chriſt's ſide of it, and J ſubſeribe the decreet- The 
rd is equal in his ways, but n guiltineſs often overmaſte- 
he I th my believing, I have not been well known; fory except 
ge I © toopenout-breakings, I want nothing of what Judas and 
Lin had; only he hath been pleaſed to prevent me in mere, 
yl .and to caſt me into a fever of love for himſelf, and his abſence 
of maketh my fever moſt painful; and beſide; he hath viſited my 
ge [| ſoul, and watred it with his comforts; but yet / have not what 
re, would, the want of real and felt r is my only death; 
fty 1 know Chriſt pitieth me in this. Men my friends, 
ind that did for me, are dried up, like 1 IR = 
it, , N deali fer that man; by beſt _— to be gone 
the kingdom : 


hy OTE upon my blunted love to 
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blade ] but my cloſed mouth, my dumb Sabbaths, the memory 


Iſee they tire of me ; but, believe me, w__ 
me lady content var Criſt breath all my idol in f. des: 


200 Mer. Rultherfoorr's Epiſt. 53; 
he is jealous of my love, and will have all to himſelf. n 6 
word, theſe fix things are my burden. 1. I am not in the 
Vineyard as ethers are, it may be, becauſe Chriſt thinketh me 
i tree, not worth ies room; A bdrm; . 
wo, wo is coming upon πτ Harlot- other; this apoſtate Kirk; 
- the time is coming, when we ſhall wiſh <a rey wings, to 
Lie and hide us: Oh for the deſolation of this land! 3. I ſee a 
ny dear Maſter, Cbhriſt, going his alone (as it were) mourns 
ing in ſackeſoch: his fainting friends fear that King Jeſus hall | 
the field; but he muſt carry the day. 4. My guiltineſs 
and the fins of my youth are come up againſt me, and they | 
would come in the plea in my ſufferings, as deſerving cauſez f 
in God's juſtice ; but I pray God, for Chriſ?'s ſake, he never  « 
give them that room: Wo's me that I cannot get my real, ÞW ; 
read ful, mighty and glorious Prince of the Kings of the earth, fl « 
ſet on high. Sir, ye may help me and-pity me in this, and « 
1 r ; 
that he hath been pleaſed in my ſufferings to make Atheiſts, WY } 
Papiſts, and enemies about me, ſay, It i 1ike, Ged js with \ 
this priſoner. Let hell and the powers of hell (I care not) be { 
let loole againſt me to-do their worſt, ſo being Chrift, and my 
Father and his Father, be magnified in my ſufferings. 6. i 
Chriſt's love hath pained me; for howbeit: his preſence hath ] 
ſhamed me, and drowned me in debt, yet he often goeth away W { 
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when my love to him is burning; he ſeemeth to look like 2 
proud Woser, ho will not look upon a poor match, who i 
dying of love: I will not ſay he is lordly ; but I know he is 
-wiſe, in hiding himſelf from a child and a fool, who maketh 
an idol and a got of one of Chr:/?'s kiſſes, which is idolatry. 
I fear I adore his comforts more than himſelf, and that I love 
the apples of life better than the Tree of life. - Sir, write to 
me: Commend me to your wife, Mercy be her portion. Grag 
e nc diego 4m Ma 
Aberd. 16379. Tours in his deareſt Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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Port and dearly beloved in our Lord, 2 

"F* Race, mercy and peace be to you: I was refreſhed an f 
L comforted with your letter; what I wrote to you for 1o 
:your comfort, I do not remember; but I believe, love wil ¶ ſe 
n as it would have it - I wiſh I coul fa 
kelp you to praiſe lis great and holy Name, who keepeth f i: 


* 
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know our deareſt Lord will pardon and pais by 


LETTERS: 
feet of is ſaints, and hath numbered all 


o 
uur galhgae 1 
our honeſt 
errors and miſtakes, when we mind his honour; yet I 2 
none of you have ſeen the other half and the hidden ſide of 
your wo return home to us again. I am confident ye 


ſhall yet ſay, That God's mercy blew your ſails back to e- 


land again. Worthy and dear Sir, I cannot but give you an 
account of my prelent ſtate, that ye may go an errand for 
me, to my high and royal Maſter, of whom I boaſt all the 
day. Lam as proud of his love, ) nay, I bleſs my ſelf, and 
boaſt · more of my preſent lot) 22 poor man can be of an 
earthly king's court, or of a kingdom. Firſt, I am v 
often turning both the ſides of my croſs, eſpecially my d 

and ſilent Sabbaths, not becauſe I deſire to find a croſs or 
defect in my. Lord's love, but becauſe love is ſick with fan» 
cien, and fear: whether or not the Lord hath a proceſs lead- 
ing againſt my guiltineſs, that I have not yet well ſeen, I 


with reverence to him, I may be permitted to make uſe of 
ſuch a word) in the face of my =. only Welbeloved ; but 
fear of guiltineſs, is a tale-bearer betwixt me and Chriſt, and 
is ſtill whiſpering ill tales of my Lord, to weaken my faith: 


I had rather a cloud went over my comforts by theſe meſ- * 


ſages, than that my faith ſhould be hurt; for, if my Lord get no 
wrong by me, verily. I deſire grace not to care what become 


of me. I deſire to give no faith, nor credit to my ſorrow, © 


that can make a lie of my Friend, Chriſt; wo, wo be to them 
all, who ſpeak ill of Chriſt. Hence thele t awake with 


me in the morning, and go to bed with me; Oh what ſeryice 
can a dumb body do in Chriſt's houſe ! Oh I think the word 


of God is impriſoned alſo! Oh I am,,a dry tree! Alas I can 
neither plant, nor water! Oh if my Lord would make but 
dung of me, to fatten, and make fertile his own cor 
in Moynt-Zion' Oh if 1 2 but ſpeak to three or four 
berd- boys, of my worthy Maſter a 
the meaneſt and moſt obſcure of all the Paſtors in this land, 
and to live in any place, in any of Chriſt's baleft out-bouſes ! 
but he ſaith, Sirra, I will not ſend you, I haue no errands 
for you tbere- away: My defire to ſerve hum is fick of jea- 
loufie, left he be unwilling to employ me. Secondly, This is 
ſeconded. with another, Oh, what I have done in Aywoth? the 
fair work that my Maſter began there, is like a bird dying 
in the ſhell; and what will 7 then haye to ſhew af * 
EE 8 | 3 
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os | Mr. Ratherfoord's ms Epiſt. b 
| bour, in the day of my compearance before him, when ple 
Maſter of the vineyard calleth the labourers, and giveth them t 
their hire? Thirdly, But truly, when Chriſt's Tweet wind bi 
i in the right airth, I repent, and I pray Chriſt to take lan- in 
borrows of my quarrelous and unbelieving ſadneſs and for. 4, 
row, (Lord rebuke them that put ill betwizt a poor ſervant 4, 
like me, and his good Maſter : ) then I ſay, whether the black is 
croſs will or not, I muſt climb on hands and feet, up to my e 
Lord. I am now ruing from my heart, that 7 plealured the v 
| ' Law (my old dead husband) fo far as to apprehend wrath I th 
in my ſweet Lord Jeſus : 7 had far rather take an hire to plead tb 
| for the grace of God; for I think my {elf Chriſt's ſworn * 
debtor. And the Truth is, to ſpeak of my Lord what J can- b 
not deny, I am over head and ears drowned in many obliga. th 
| tions to his love and merey; he handleth me ſometimes ſo, I k 
| | that am aſhamed almoſt to ſeek more for a four-bours,” but re 
| to live content, till the Marrzage-Supper of the Lamb, with * 
that which he giveth : but I know not how greedy, and how | ©" 
ill to pleaſe love is; for either my Lord Jeſus hath taught me I 
Al manners, not to be content with a ſeat, except my head I 2" 
lie in his boſom, and except I be fed with the fatneſs of his 1 
houſe 3* or elſe I am grown impatiently dainty, and ill to 2! 
pleaſe, as if Chriſt were obliged, under this eroſs, to do no O 
ether thing, but bear me in his arms, and as if I had claim he 
by his merit for my ſuffering for him: But I wiſh he would I b. 
give me grace to learn to go on my own feet, and to learn to m 
want his comforts, and' to give thanks and belieye, when the | 
fun is not in my firmament; and when my Welbeloved is from 
home, and gone another errand. O what ſweet peace have J, 
when I nnd Chriſt holdeth and I draw, when J eſimb up and 
he ſhutteth me down, when I grip him and embrace him, 
and he ſeemeth to looſe the grips, and flee away from me! J 
think, there is even a ſweet joy of faith, and contentednels, 
and peace, in his yery tempting unkindneſs, becauſe my faith 
faith, Chriſt js not in ſad earneſt with me, but trying if 1 
ran be kind to his mask and cloud that covereth him, as well 
as to his fair face. I bleſs his great Name, that 7 love his 
vail, that goeth __ his face, while God ſend better: For 
faith can dis Jod's tempting reproaches, when he nick- 
nameth a finner, a dig, nt worthy to eat bread with the 
bairns. I think it an Honour, that Chriſt miſcalleth me and 
reproacheth me; I will take that well of him, howbeit / 
would not beat it well, if atiother would be that * — 
9 of: | ca 
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becauſe Lam his own, (God be thanked) he may uſe me as he 
pleaſeth : 1 muſt ſay, the ſaints have a ſweet life betwixt 
tzem and Chriſt; there is much ſweet ſolace of love hetwixt 
him and them, when he feedeth among the. lilies, and comet 
into bis garden, and maketh a feaſt. ef hony=rembs, 
drinketh his wine and by milk, and cricth, Eat, O friends, 
drink, be ye drunken, O Welbeloved, One hour of this labour 
is worth a ſhiptul of world's drunken and muddy joy: Nay, 
even the gate of heaven is the / 96 199 of the brae, and 745 | 
very garden of the world; for the men of this world have 
their own unchriſtned and profane crofles : and wo be te 
them and their curſgd eroſſes both; for their ' ills are falted 
with God's vengeance, and oux ills ſeaſoned with our Father's 
blefling : So they are no fosls; who chooſe Chriſt, and ſell all 
things for him; it is no bairns market, nor a blind block; we 
know well what we get and what we give. Now, for any 
reſolution, to go to any other kingdom, I dare not ſpeak one 
word: My hopes of enlargement are cold, my h of re- 
entry to my Maſter's ill- dreſſed vineyard again, are far colder: 
I have no ſeat for my faith to fit on, but bare Omnipoteng , 
and God's holy arm and good- will; here I defire to ſtay, ank 
ride at anchor and winter, while God ſend fair weather again, 
and he pleaſed to take home to his hottle my harlot· mot her: 
Oh if her Husband would be that kind, as to go and fetch 
her out of the brothel-houſe, and chaſe her lovers to the hills?! 
but there will be ſad days ere it come to that. Remember 
my bonds. Grace be with you. R 

+ Aberd. 1637. . Tours in our Lord Feſm, S. R. 
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Miſtreſs, - | 3 - 
Lthough not acquaint, yet becauſe we are Father's chil- 
dren, I thought good to write —_— Howbeit my 
firit diſcourſe and communing with you of Chriſt, be in pa- 
per; yet I have cauſe, ſince I came hither, to have no 
thoughts of him; for in my {ad days, he is become the flower - 
of my joys, and I but lie here |iving upon his love; but can- 
not get ſo much of it, as fain I would have: not beeauſe 


a 


Chriſt's love is lordly, and looketh too high; but becaule I Þ 
have a narrow veſſel to receive his love, and I look tdo low : 


but I give under my on hand- write to you a teſtimotial of > - 
Chriſt, and kis crols, that they are a fiveet couple, and that 


w- = wr 7 
3 


and Chriſt's back is towards Scotland. O thrice bleſſed are 
I know ye will help to deal with him, for he ſhall return again 
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root, and — ae wr 
pen, to utter great things, to 


ve pomp | 


2 of foch 6 Gs One! O holy, holy, holy ; 
One! Alas there are too many dumb tongues in the w 


and dry hearts, ſeeing there is gmploy ment in Chriſt for them 
all, — worlds of men and Is mo, to ſet on | 
high and exalt the greateſt Prince of the kings of the earth; il : 
Wo's me, that bits of living clay dare one out, to ruſh hard- | 


| beads with him; and that my "unkind Mother, this | harlot- i 


kirk, hath given her ſweet Half-marrow ſuch a meeting; for 
this land hath given up with Chriſt, and the Lord is cutting | 
Scotland in two — and ſending che worſt halt, the harlet- | 
ſiſter, over to Rome's gabel dug, ſe, to get her fill of Eg ypt's | 
love. I would my s (nay, ſuppoſe I were burnt 
quick to aſhes ) mig niche buy an agreement his faireſt + 
and ſweeteſt Love, © Tal bis gaddy lewd wife : Fain would I 
give Chriſt his welcome-bome to Scotland again, if he would | 
return. T his is a black day, a day of clouds and darkneſs; 
for the Roof-tree of my Lord Jeſus his fair Temple is fallen, 


they, who would hold Chriſt with their tears and prayers! 


to = land; the next — ſhall be 2 — rye Ran be 
.a fair green young garden for Chriſt in this l 's 
ſummer. de ſhall lie on it all the night, and we ſhall ſing 
again our new marriage: ſung to our Bridegroom, concerning 
his Vineyard; but who knoweth, whether we ſhall live and 
ſee it? hear the Lord hath taken pains to affli& and dreſs i 
vou, as a fruitful vine for himſelf; grow and be green, and 
- eaſt out your branches, and bring forth fruit: Fat and green | 
aud fruitful may ye be, in the true and ſappie Root. | 
grace, free grace be your portion. Remember my bonds with W 
, "Prayers and praiſes. 
* 4637. Towrs in bi ſweet Lord Feſus, . R | 
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ng friend, 
. — your letter: I 
Ir 


ꝗ6ꝶꝗ—— In 
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intreat y you, now in the mornin | 
* Beware of Gil 


/ 


. \ a | 


| folly of dangerous Youth, 4 perilous time for your ſoul: 
Love not the world; keep faith and truth with all men, in 
your covenants and bargains 3 walk with God, for he ſeeth © 
you: Do nothing but that which ye may and would do, if 
your eye-{trings were 8 and your breath growing 
cold. Ve heard the truth of from me; m dear beart, 
follow it, and forſake it not; prize Chriſt and ſalvatioabove 
all the world: Lo live after the guiſe and courſe of the reſt 
of the world, will not bring you to heaven; without faith 
in Chriſt, and r nee, ye cannt ſee. God: Take pains for 
ſalvation; preſs forward toward the mark of the prize of the 
high calling: If ye watch not againſt evils night and day, 
which beſet you, ye will come behind: Beware of lying, 
ſwearing, uncleanneſs, and the reſt of the works of the fleſh ; 
becaule for theſe things the wrath of God cometh upon tbe 
children of diſobedience ; How ſweet ſoever they mayſeem 
for the preſent, yet the end of theſe courles is the eternal 
wrath of God, and utter darkneſs, where there is weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth. Grace be with you. + 1 


Aberd.. 1637. Tour loving. Paſtor, S. R. 
— —— — — — — — —— 
To Mr. THOMAS GARVEN. 
Reverend and dear Brother, IT. 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I am ſorry, that 
what joy and ſorrow drew from my e in 
my love- fits, hath made you and many of God's children be- 
lieve, that there is ſomething in a broken reed the like of me: 
Except that Chriſt's grace hath bought ſuch a fold body, 1 
know not what elſe any may think of me, or expect from me. 
My ſtock is leſs (my Lord knoweth I ſpeak truth) than 
many believe; my empty ſounds have promiſed too much: ! 
would be glad to lic under Chriſt's feet, and and receive 
the off fellings, or any old pieces of any grace, that fall from 
his ſweet fingers to forlorn ſinners. I lie often 
looking in at the Kings windows; ſurely I am unworthy of à 
| {eat in the King's ball-floor : I but often look afar off, both - . 
£ feared and fiamed-like, to that faireſt Face, fearing he bid 
S.R MW me look away ffom him; my guiltineſs riſeth up upon me, 
— and I have nb anſwer for it. | offered my tongue to Chriſt, 
0 and my pains in his Houſe; and what know I what it mean- 
eth, when Chriſt will not receive my poor propine # When love 
"rning will not take, we expone, it will neither take nor give, bor- 
of the WF row ner lend, - Yet Chuilt hath another ſca-com {a 
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Mr. 'Ruthberfoor 4 8 Epiſt. $6, 
by, than my ſhort and raw thoughts: I leave his part of it 
to himſelf. I dare not expound his dealing, as ſorrow and 
misbelief often dictateth to me: I look often with my bleared 


and blind eye: to my Lord's croſs; and when I look to the 


wrong fide of his croſs, I know I mils a ſtep and ſlide: ſurely 
I ice I have not legs of my own for carrying me to heaven; / 
muſt go in at heaven's gates, borrowing ſtrength from Chriſt, 
1 am often thinking, O if he would but give me leaye to love 
him, and if Chriſt would but open — his wares, and the in- 
finite plyes and windings & corners of his ſowl-delighting love, 
and let me ſee it,back-ſfede and fore-fide, and give me leave but 
to ſtand beſide it, like an hungry man beſide meat, to get my fill 


of wondring, as a preface to my fill of enjeying! But verily, 


I think my fcul eyes would defile his fair love to look to it: 
Either my hunger is over humble, (if that may be faid) or 
elſe I conſider not what honour it is, to get leave to love 


Chriſt, O that he would pity a priſoner, and let out a flood 


upon the dry ground ] It is nothing to him to fill the like of 
me; one of his looks would do me »cikle world's good, and 
him no ill. / know, I am not at a point yet with ChrifÞ's love, 
I am net yet fitted for ſo much as I would have of it; my 
hope ſitteth neighbour with weile black hunger : and certain- 
* dow not but think, there is more of that love ordained 

me, than I yet comprehend ;\ and 7 know not the weight 
of the penſion the King will give me; I ſhall be glad, if ay 
hangry Bill get leave to lie beſide Chriſt, waiting on an An- 
ſwer. Now I would be full and rejoice, if I got a poor man's 
alms of that ſweeteſt love: but 7 confidently believe, there is 
a bed made for Chriſt and me, and that we ſhall take our ff 


ef love in it; and I often think, when my jay is run out, and 


at the loweſt ebb, that I would ſeek no more, but my rights 
_ the Kinp's great Seal, and that theſe eyes of mine could 
Chriſt's at the pen. f your Lord call you to ſuf. 


= fering, be not diſmayed ; there ſhall be a new aflowance of 


the King for you, when ye come to it: One of the ſofteſt pil- 
lows Chrift hath, is laid under his Witneſſes head, tho? ofter 


| | they muſt ſer down their bare feet among thorns. He hath 


brought my poor ſoul to deſire and wiſh, O that my aſhes, and 
the powder I ſhall be diſſolved into, had well-taned tongaes 
to praiſe him, Thus in haſte, deſiring your prayers and prat- 
ſes, I recommend you to my ſweet, Iweet 'Mafter, my ho- 
nourable Lord, of whom TI hold all. Grace be. with you. 


Abend. 1637. vun in his feet ler, S. R. 
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it were good to ſell other 9 for him 
days are over, we Mall tind it our adya Ay, we haya 
taken parr with Chriſt. I confidently be 


withered hay, when the your 1 
like the bloom or flower of 


- through the rides aud buſhe 


' heaven. O how ſweet a thing were it for us, to learn to make 


r I am 


\ 
that ye 
go on at Chrilt's back, in this dark hy n 


ſhall be e p 


a green herb 
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Ty | 
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foft nature would be born ch che ed ES ＋. this 
rable life, in Cbriſt's argis 3 and it is his wiſdom, who know- 
eth our mould, chat his bairns go wet-ſhod and cold- ed ts 


our burdens light, by framing our hearts to the burden, and 
making our Lord's will a law ! I-find Chriſt He 
2 nor yet ſuch troubleſom Gueſts, as men 

; pay, I think ) atlence ſhould make Chriſta mary 
wine, — * 4rofs Sed ett: And we have caule to wait | 


on; for, ere it be long, our Maſter will be at us, and bring 


this whole world out Refers the ſun and Jay -ligh in 882 
backs and whites. Happy are they who are fo 

our land- glaſs is not ſo long: as we need to VERT + ths 

cat away and root out our woes and ſorrow : Ae 
the bud; and growing up to 3n he ; why then ould we 
not follow on, ſeeing our ſpan-lengt þ of cis will ome 9g 
inch? Therefore I commend 1 55 Wn 11 5 85 
and lengeſt living Huabaud, and ihe 

let him Mye now the reſt of your da 

of a ſtorgi-upon the ſhip, that Chriſt r 
2 paſſenger tall oyer-hoard, but the crazed-thip 

e g e 3 peer ng | ty int es 


1 
5 


* 1 . | * 1 "ht by : 2a 
n | | | 5 1 | | 
7 4 . + e% £ N 
1 3 * > 


Ki 


- 


114 M. Ratberſoord's Epiſt. 58. 
love; he great power and mercy, and I little faith; he 
much ligbt, and I bleared eyes. Oh that I ſaw him in the 
ſweetneſs of his love and in his marriage-clothes, and were 
over head and ears in love with that princely One, Chriſt Je- 
fas my Lord! Alas! my riven diſh and running- out veſſe] can 
hold little of Chriſt ſetus. I have joy in this, that I would 
not refuſe death, before I put Chriſt's lawful heritage in mens 
teyſting; and what know I, if they would have pleaſed both 
Chriſt ud me ? Alas, that this land hath pe Chriſt to open 
Fouping: and to an, any man more bids ! Bleſſed are they who 
would held the crown on his head, and buy Chriſt's honour 
with their own loſſes. I rejoice to hear, your ſon John is co- 


* — viſit Chriſt, and taſte of his love: I hope he ſhall not 
Joſe his pai 


his pains, or rue of that choice. I had always (as I ſaid 
often to you) a great love to dear Mr. John Broton, becauſe I 


\ thought 1 ſaw Chriſt in him, more than in his brethren ; fain 


Vith good-will : pray you make him your own, and go not 


and ſoon gotten ; I often told you, few are ſaved, and r 
mam damned: I pray you, make your poor ſoul ſure of, {al- 


” "doſed with Chriſt; if ye love him better than the world, 
Would 


; Naber vou would run through fire and water te be at him 
en F God 
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wou'd [ write to him, to ſtand by my weet Maſter; and 1 


bi with ye would let him read my letter, and the joy I have, if 
be will appear for, and fide with my Lord Jeſus. Grace be 
if with you. FOUL | þ Toes 

Aberd. March 13. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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Race. mercy and peace be to you. I cannot come to you, 
to give you my counſel; and howbeit I would come, I 
cannot tay with you: but I beſeech you to keep Chriſt; for 
I did what 1 could to put you within grips of him: I told 
you Chriſt's teſtament and latter-will plainly, and I kept no- 
thing back that my Lord gave me; and I gave Chriſt to you 


from that truth-T taught you, in one hair- breadtb; that truth 
all fave you, i ye follow it. Salvation is not an eaſie thing 


vation, and make the ſeeking of heaven your daily task. If 
'ye never had a ſick night and a pained- —_— haye 
not yet lighted upon Chriſt :lock to the right marks —_ 

quit all the world for him, then that ſaith the work is 
O it ye faw the beauty of Jeſus, and felt the ſmell of 
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on, and peace e be to y 5 1 am Mu = 
6 eee and that Js bave made him your / 
one thing ; where, many axe — 4 toiled in | 
things, and their any things as 2 pa. Ye It is gal 
ſet your, {elf apart, as a thing laid 
Chriſt alone; for ye are good Hor na 1 thing but Chriſt, 
and he hath been going, about you theſe many gears, by afth-, / 
35155 to engage you to himſelf ; it were à pity and.a.lofs, 
him az. Verily | could wiſh, that | ALES through: 
125 and all che he ill weather in the world, and 12 iſt in my. 
arms; but it is my evil and f. I, that ex 


koning, we are both behind, he in payment, and I in ccunting 3 


that i mizht be. a free-men, and none bad any claim to 
but only, caly Feſus.,  L will think it no bondage to be roype 
he oh 7 492 1 i! efſed b by Chriſt, as his bend. man. 
the. . of your Lord : tor L find one e 1 
wo 2 well before, that when the ſaints are under P 
yell humbled, little fins raiſe great eries and war ſpeutę - 
conſcience; and in proſperit » . is a. Pepe, to giye 
penlations, and let out and in, and give latitude and - i 
rom to our heart. O how little care we tor pard on at Cl xiſt s 
hand, when we make diſpen: L And all i is but bairus- Ray, 
till a crofs without beget an heavier. croſs. within, and then 


111 5 our n for we but transf orm God's mercy inta an 
cl, and an idol, that hath, a dih tiqn to Bes for turning 
who tas 


of the grace of G od into wantonne 7. Happy are the 
4 God, wrath, juſtice, and * 25 — Are oh 
for mę ha ve miſcarrying light, t rteth with 
we Laye good reſolutions: But, be 


del, Salugtion.is in his exerlids,; When he. eee 
ee ee make bl ui 
"Eo 


. 
- — 
7 
P , * 


90 


H — 


aut ＋ gate, 'S ; 


— 


ſent tor, L dow not go to {eek him; When he 1. 6 N 5 


and ſo "marches lie ſtill anrid, and, counts unclęeured betwirt us. | 
O that he would take his own blood for counts and miſcounts, 5 


"Thiae 


we play no longer with opr idols. It is good ſtill $0 be ſevere 8 | 


tion is no rolled upon our wheels. O but Chriſt 2 . ; 


4 


— — 


3 * 


— "ITC | UI „ TDEYTOOY 11'S 
the beſt gate that ever we cul 


and have heaven betwixt them, and be halvers of — 


den, where there grow but : wild fic wers, if we ſpeak by way 
of oompariſon; bar there is 
ers in heaven, and the beſt — that is there, is Chriſt. 

Wie are all obliged to love heaven for Chriſt's ſake; he gra- 


4s a Role that beautifieth all the upper Garden of God; a leaf 
f that Roſe of God, for ſmell, is worth a world: O that be 
would blow his ſmell upon 2 withered and dead foul ! let us 


| the way, Ind to rid the rough way betwixt us and him, that 


- he would think long in heaven without us, and that he would 
- -have-the company of ſinners to ſolace & delight himſelf withal 
An heaven: and now the ſupper is abiding us; Chriſt the Bride- 
= - =_ with deſire is waiting on, till the Bride, the Lamb's 


- At not beſt to make us wings, to flee up to our Match, 
our Marrow, and our fe feln, " 8 I think, Miſtreſs, ye 
Are looking thereaway, this is your ſecond or third 
thought; make forward, your Guide waiteth on you. Jeu 
2 8 > be for your vow and kindneſs to the ſaints. oy 


* 
x p * ä ——_— ——_—c _ 


* 888 Lew's adujeate; 1 hefe Ye had nod been th 
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1 the dear blood of God, was 
have gotten of bell! O what 
2 ſweet, O what a ſafe and ſure way is it, to come out of hell, 

on a Saviour! That Chriſt and a ſinner ſhould be o 


me: ee Tree Meds, 


the wonder of falvation. What more humble could love be? 
and what an excellent ſmell doth Chriſt caſt on his lower Gar- 


nothing but perfect gard m. 


ceth heaven and all his Father's bouſe with his preſence : He 


then go on to meet with him, and to be filled with the ſweet - 
neſs af his love. 5 will hold him from us; he hath 
decreed to put time, fin, hell, devils, men and death out of 


we may enjoy one another. It is ſtrange and wonderful, that 


nn ee eee Am Go BY bb e e 


ife, be busked for the marriage, and = reat hall be rid 


for the meeting of that joy uple. O fools, what do we 
here ? and why + fir we {tilt Sy ths we in the priſon ? Were 


ou to merey in that day of our Lord eſl 
Thoſe faxing grace I recommend you. J N 
— 1637. ($4 Tours + in our Lord Jeſm, 5 S. R. 
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1. WILLIAM 8108 


Alesb beneured and worthy ä | 
Our Letter, full of complaints, W ** guit 
neſs, hath humbled 1 me: But * me leave to ſay, Ye 

ebene wen the Law's fide, ye will not gain 


a. WH -A- 1-H I=E." 


Lari 


- 


ri 60. LETTERS 117. 
Law's, but Grace's man : Nevertheleſs, 7 am ſure, 7s dens 
to take God's part againſt your ſelf; whatever your guiltineſs 
be, yet when it falleth into the ſea of God's * „ 
like a drop of blood fallen in the great ocean. here is no- 
thing here to be done, but let Chriſt's doom light on the old - 
man, and let him bear He Coen, ſceing in Chriſt be 
was condemned; for the Law hath but power over your worſt 
half: he Bae therefore ies where the blame ſhould be; 
and let the ne nan be fure to fa y, 1 am romely as the tents 
4 Kedar, bowbert 1 be black and {oil by fitting neigb- 
our befide 4 bod) of fine 1 ſeek no more here, but room for', * 
Grace's 1 White r whereto a ſinner, 
condemned by may appeal : ut the uſe that [make | 
of it, is; J am 4 Tam not ſo Yee pl hinges Adv "4 
— net" may find e * his il in me, 
in any ſeeing from my youth upwar ve Been 
making pon rocels, t then Thad don thin at | 
or any other can pr» to: And when I had done this, 1 
ted a providence of my own, and wrote eaſe for. my 0, 2 
a peaceable miniſtry, and the Fan ſhining on nis, till I ſhould 
be in at heaven's gates; ſuch fin Mn le I. 
God. { thought, is alſo of 2 fle ping devil, that would paſs by 
the like of me, |! in muirs and out-fields ; ſo I bigged the 
gout's neft, and dreamed of dying at eaſe, and living in a, * 
| fool's * para dis: But ſince I came hither, I am often ſo, as that 
they Foul have much rhetorick that would perſwade me, 
that Chriſt hath gt written wretbh on my dumb and lens 
Sahbaths 5 which is a perſecution of the lateſt edition, being 


_ ainſt none in this land, that Lean learn uf, beſides me) 


* to be confirmed King 10 1 and to have 
ſealed aſſurances; but 7 ſee 9 And my great - 
2 | are theſe fi 1. That would take * 
de, Wa und n for a e I know. 17 
S — * his hand; and yet n while / Gin 


Fer e and would gladly {ell all my;, 


doubt, I believe through à cloud, tar farting. bich hath no 


eyes, hath but put a vail ere 1 8 2. It pleaſeth him 
r come with ſome ſhort blinks of 
bis Ar- love; ſc 1 haye none to help me to 
praiſe his love, ny can 25 45 f him n in my own 


* / thought once 7 did in his T. Temple) Ea | 
deſire, to take up houſe, a at the well-fde, and t 
tight But alas, what cattho Pho, 


2 tür Pen ant ſer n hi 


9 


— 


x 7... 3 295 200d name rathed_ y U clbelon 
Lord fefits: fu uppoſe could deſire to be ufpended for ever of 
on heaven, for his glory? I am ſure, it / could get 
my will of Chriſt's love, and could be once ever head and ears 
in che believed, àpprebended, and ſeen Tove of the Son of. 
, it were the ling of the delires. of the only bappine.s 
would be ar; · but the truth is, I hinder my communion with 
him, becauſe! of want of both. faith and repentance, and 
becauſe 7 will make an idol of Chriff's kiſſes: 1 will neither 
lead nor drive, except 1 fee Cbriſt's love run in my channel; 
and hen I wait and 1:ok for him the wppgr way, I ſce his wif 
dom is pleaſed to «uw me a ſlip, ang come the 1: wer. way : io 
that Fhave dot the right art of g Sriſt; for there is art 
and wildonyrequiree, in guiding pt ifs love aright, when 
we have gotten it. O how 15 his ways avoye mine O 
how little of im do 7 ſee? And whe { am as dry as a, burnt 
heath in 2 drouthy ſummer, ahd- Eben my root is withered, 
hey beft T think then, that I would drink a ſea-full of Chriſt, 
| cis ever L. would let the cup go from my bead; yet | get no- 
155 by bur 4 CE be mew make hunger 2 7 daily £37 
think my ſelf alſo hun ed of hunger; tl us 
ſafisfie 2 famiſned man. | Grace be web h yo. oi Lore 


„ Aberckerg, 10. e. 3 p Tour onn 5 ſweet. | 
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* Io by Ss ER” much. honvured Friend, +. 
4p FUEXK, © E LIE S. 46.0 . : 
Worthy and much b:ncured in cur Lord, j 
GE mercy” and peace be to you: Lam. Jad * 8 
more than paper - a quaintance: Seeing we have one Fa- | 
it reckoneth the leſs. though we never law. ane another's 
— I profefs my ſelf moſt unworthy. to follow / the camp al 
juch a -worthy and renowned Captain, as. Cbriſt. Oh alas, I 
dirs td be grieved, That men. expect any, thing of ſuch 
retebed wan as 1 am! It is a wonder to — 4 if Chriſt, can 
make a ny thing of my naught! % and narro love to 4 
ee e, worth the u 2. As 99.9% our, 1 Þ 
& bflovet Church, in helind, my. ; vs Vleedeth | for her deſola 
tion; but F believe our” Lord is only lopping the vine- trees 
bor bot intending to cut them down, vr root them out. It 15 
tae; ſeeing we are Heart-Atheifts by nature, andi cannot take 
* 25 right, ( becauſe we halt and crook, eyer ſince we 
. of an halting E as if God's yards 


2 -. WT 9 4 1 4 ES y 8 Where 
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Epiſt. 6i. LETTERS. Try 0 
1 — — joy and ſorrow to the ſom of men, were 
e cr and unjuſt, becaule ſervants are on horſe· back, and 
of princes go on foot : but our Lord dealeth good and evil, and 
get 
ars 


ſome one portion or other to both, by ounce- weights; and 
Ars meaſureth them in a juſt and even balance. It is bur i e 
W's meaſure the Goſpel by ſummer or winter-weathe? : The ſum- 
e's mer-ſun of the ſaints; ſhineth not on them in this life: How + 
ith WM fhould we have complained, if the Lord had turned the ſame 
and providence, that we now ſtomach at, «p-fde-down, and had 
ordered matters thus, that firſt the ſaints ſhould have enjoyed 


Jeſus how often do we, of new, lay s on the priſoner, and put 
codur Light again in fetters? Certainly there cometh great mik 
weet and clouds from the lower part of our ſoul, our carthly affe-* 


ctions, to the hig her 2 which is our conſcience, either na- 
| — a ſmoke in a lower houſe breaketh up, and _ 
defileth the houſe above: If we had more practice of obedĩi- 
ence, we ſhould have more found light. Think, lay afide all 
other guiltineſs, this one, the violence done to God's candle | 
in our ſou}, were a ſufficient dittay againſt us; for there is no 
helping of this, but b 1 in aw of God's Li ht; 
leſt Light tell tales of us, we deſire little to hear: But ſine?ns? 
it is not without God, that Ligbt ſitteth neighbour to — 2 A 
( 4 lawleſs lord) no marvel that fuch a neighbour ſhould 
leayen our Judgment, and darken our Light. ' I fee there is 
2 nerellity, that we proteſt againſt the doings of the old man, 
and raiſe up a party againſt our worſt half, to accuſe, con- 
dem, ſentence, and with ſorrow bemoan the dominion of fin's _ 
kingdom; and withal, make law, in the nem Covenant, . 
gainſt our guiltineſs ; for Chriſt once e:npdermned: fin in rb „ 
and we are to oondemn it over again: And if there had gl 
deen ſuch a thing as the grace of ſeſus, I ſhould have I Þ 
fue given up with beayen, and with the exprctation to KS” 
F. On, 2 I H 4 . Ok 3 br EE. Goc: 8 AH 


— a Mx 9 
- 0 4 - __ 
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Mc e ee, 3105, 
- grace, this merits. of ii for 
3 ty and Jorg Savious-mercy (which i; 
I; age god ereature-mercy, or 

5 1 derees above — — deen, N yew 


— HOEC O0R, ut ſwim to: New 


daily and hour 
pi ie A 
us Y peace to gur ſouls, 2 — 
ant} lus, —— eureth the leprous 
| ho eſus, . be our ſong on this ſide of heaver's 
N even when we haye won the caſtle, then muſt we 
eterndlly ing, Worthy, wortby is the Lamb, mbo bath ſaved 
„ and waſhed un in bys own Bloods I would counſel alt the 
| ones to learn this long, and to drink and be drunk 
b the loye of ſeſus. O falreſt, O higheſt, O lovelieſt 
| 2, open the W. % O water. the. burnt and. withered tra-. 
TT of thine ! I think it is poſſible on earth to 

logs God. 


alem, a. little new Heaven of this 
her ſend me more ef this love, or 
| TOOL oper, Fan Aa where I may be filled with 
by love: ſoftneſs cannot take with want; I profeſs, 1 
{ol Hl wil tunger, of Chrif's love, fair: I know not, if I play 
I it th Chriſt, but I would have a link of that chain of 
mended, in piteing and-delaying the 
Matters... For my ſelt, I could Wiſn that Cbrift would let 
755 upgn v1e more pf: that loye : Net ta ſay Chrift is a Niggard 
15 e I have ance of his love, 
am half: ſtraitned to complain and cry, Lord 
— — by Ser Worthy! Sir, let me have your 
Grace be with you. 
"I Yoars in 2 —— 95. 8. * 
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ern 


Beit. 62, 


this unruly and miſnurtured neighbour, any 1 fall be en 


xy 


of lean, and, weak nd, for ſome. Ten while ix gathes ſap 7 
it js poſible to; gather gold, where it I 

wich bn. Oh ad bar entep.one bale Bf 
2 4 nearer in to — — es 1 


t with my is two running at ar — wrs 
SH Ss I Dow, \as 
night and ſhadows are good for Rovers hd Rl ht me 
dews are better than a continual ſun; fo is Chriff's 


ſpecial ule, e e ne res i2 bee ae. * 
2 e 9 


eth ſap to humility, and putteth an edge 
niſhet 2 fair Feld to faith. to — 


its fingers in gripping, it ſeeth not what. 4. It is mercy's 


LETTER | ax 
fr 


wonder, and gract s wonder, that Chriſt will lend a piece of. . 


che lodging, and à back-chember beſide himſelf, to our luſtag 


ad that be and (ach (ine hould keep houſe together in ohr 4 
ſoul » For, fu pus > pron and cuntract themſclves-inre”> , 
7 


little room w ben Gbri cometh in, and ſeem to lie as den: 


under his feet; yet they often break out again: And that/a 
foot. of the old mam, or a leg or arm 1 to Chrilt's: croſs 
looſeth the nail; or breaketh out again; and yet Chriſt; bende 


heaven in the ſaints, one way or other. May not 1 


Lord Jeſus, what dieft thou here ? Yet bere ho maſt be; 2 bs. 


I will not loſe my fret to go.on into this depth 9 — 


ar RR ec e 


and us, beſide ſuch à lothſom gueſt as fin. 
on, and mortification of our neſts, are the bredelt +3 
Chriſtianity ; It is in a manner as natural to us to 


when we ſee the New Feruſatem, as to laugh; — 4 Rf 
tickled ; Joy is not under command, or at our: nod, when © | 
Chriſt kiffeth : but O how many of us would have Qhriſt 
divided into two halves, that we might take the half of Him 
only, and take his office, ſeſus and Saluation! but Lord isa 


eumberſom word, and to Obey, and work vat our — 


N to perfed Holineſs, is the cumberſom and ſtormy 11 


lide of Chriſt, and that we ſhew and ſhift. 6. 88 0 13 
d, the acceſs that re 2 have to is 


al; ; forts the ter in Chr, Ea can chop, 


1 
| 
| 


1 1 


22 Mr. Rutherfoord's 
will chey come, becaule Chriſt died not for them; 


| ' ſel; becauſe they are juſt: God cannot, God -needeth not 


* 
- 


4 


[I reprobazes, Believe in Cbrift (who bath not 
| and e ſball be ſaved, is juſt and right; becaule 


W Fourth Aſſertion, The faith that God ſeeketh of reprobates, 
is, That they rely upon Chriſt, as deſpairing of their own 
i righteouſneſs, leaning wholly, and withal humbly, as weary 

| and loaden, upon Chriſt, as on the Reſting · ſtone laid in Zien; 
but he ſeeketh not | 1 
. 4 mankind's Saviour; for to rely on Chriſt, 

__ not to be weary of fin, is NG not faith: faith 
| i ever neighbour to a contrite ſpirit; and it is impoſhble that 
| 


bart; 


j 


7 


\ 0 * - 


f 
\ 
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piſt. 62. 
| and yet 
law, God and - juſtice overtaketh them) I ſay, fig 
here are with you more worthy and learned than I am, 


1. All God's juſtice toward man and angels 
- Hloweth' from-an acts of the abſolute, ſovereign, free-will of 
who is our Former and Potter, and e are but clay; 
for it he had forbidden to ear of the reſt of the trees of the 
Garden of Eden, and commanded Adam to eat of the Tree 
of kncwiedge of good and evil, that command no doubt had 
been as juſt as this, Eat of all the trees, but net at al ef the 
free of knowledge of good and evil. The reaſon is, becauſe 
his will is his juſtice, and he willeth not things without him- 


ity, Holigeſs or Righteoulneſs from things with- 
out himſelf; and ſo not from the actions of men and angels; 


| nclineth 
is, That God ſaith to 
c 


t, without being weaty of their ſin, 


Rich can be, where there is not a caſten- down and contrite 
"It r 5 1 5 


f 
| 
| 


' 4. 
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gelt. 634 LETTERS. RY 
heart, in ome meaſure, tor ſin: Nam it is certain, God com- 
mand th no man to preſume. Fifth. Aſſerti n, Then 1 
hates are not abſolutely obliged to believe, that Chriſt 
for them in ular; for in truth, neither reprobates er 
others are q eee a lie: only they are obliged to 
2 Chriſt for them it they be firſt weary;bur 

k and condemned in their own. conſcienes, and bricked + 
dead and killed with the Law's ſentence, and have indeed em- 
braced him as offered, which is a ſecond and ſubſequent ark 
of faith, following after a coming to him, and clokng-with- . 
fim. Sixth Aſſertion, Reprobates are not formally guilty of 
contempt of misbelief, becauſe they apply" — 
Chriſt dea promiſes of the Goſpel to themſelves in pa 
ticular ; for fo they ſhould be guilty becauſe they believe t — 
2 lie, "which God * obliged them to — Seventh Aſo 
15 n, juſtice bath-: ar Ry to puniſh reprobates, hecauſe out 

of pride of heart, conhding in their on 1— they 

rely not upon Chriſt, as 4 Saviour of all them that me tos 
him: This, God may juſtly oblige them unto ; becauſe ity 
Adam they y had p cheek ability to do; and mep are guilty, be- 


cauſe the 98 their own inability, and-reſt upon — 
ind refuſe to deny their own els, andi te take 


5 Chriſt, in whom there is cy 3 — ng 


bth Aſſertzen, It is one thin je ys * d —— 
Chit, in humility and wearine 


own Fr: believing him to By the —— 
bels of wearied ſinners; nd it is another ehjng 50 teliens 1 
Chriſt died for me, Jubn, Ibomas, Anna, A 

and derree to ſave us by name.: 4 . ER Ih The, 
12 the laws, is job after in 225 8 


ih 


ol - 


Hbigech e. only the weary and Lexi, and. ſo, XZ the elect and 
effectually called of..God. Ninth Aſſertion, It is g vain order 
I know not if Cbriſt died for. me, John, Thomas, Anna h 

name; therefore 1 dare not rely en Bim. ani es 
cauſe it is not faith, to believe God's intent 

of election at the firſt, ere ye bemreaced. : Look val 
own Aan and ſoul, if ye bf i 
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them: And, w 

Cbriſt; OE he died! be hag 1 * 

they love thefr ĩuability to. come to Chrilt: 


Tour ts bj fwect Link 
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SAS STILL 
br wry binearable he to your 3 1 
md hah 
| my earn mY for Zins 
. ſake, for Whomt we CE is 


yout 

Eortthip wilt rab ry pling ba ü Behalf inthe Bug 
part, becauſvthe neceſſity of à falling and weak Church is ur. 
gent. I believe your Lordffiip' is one of Zion friends, and 
y obligation; for when the Lord ſhall e nd write 


- peopte; it ſhall 5 7 This man ww born thert; 


is a born ſon ory the Ho 
your deſir eng Lod 


1 b y and Glory A end 
| 6b: I- che mißt 97 e Cr, whereof * dip 
/is à ſon. It maſt be without all doubt the — 4 — 
of your plave and boiſe, to to ke the Son of Od, and for his 
ſabe, to be Kind to his opp ad and wronged Bride, who, 
' How in the day of her lation) beggeth belp of you, that 
are the 2 the earth: I am fure many Kings, princes 
and, s, in thi day ef Chrift's ſecond conting, would. be 
glad to run errands for Chriſt, even Bare focted thorow fire 
and water; but in thit day be will haye none of their ſer- 
i vite. . Now be is Asking, if your Lor will help bim 
inſt the F of t earth; when men are ſetting their 

ders to. Chriſt's fair and Beautiful tent in this land, to 
looſe its ſtake: and break it down; and certainly ſuch as are 
wot with Chriſt, are againſt him: And bleſſed fta l your Lord- 
ſhip'be of the Lord, bleſſed ſhall your houſe and ſeed be, and 
BW bleſſed ſhall your honour be, if ye e NN and lay in 

$  Chrift's hand the Earldom of Cafſils ( and it. is but a ſhadow 
Wl in compariſon of the City made without hands) and rates 
_ ever at the Looney? rather — Chriſt and born. down truth 
_ wart a witnd: 7 the re 

1 9 * your charters are OY 
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his halts, deſerverh chains : And thus 1 
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row a falſe glals to this . od of clay 


be SS S 
and be abe ha many crowns an his head, dealethy 2 — 
and caryeth pictes of this clay -heritage'to men, as his 
ſure. It is little your Lordſhip hath to = pre lip þ he v 

long, int Jour common, but mall ſurely pay mi 
for his cauſe. It is but our bliered e 


2 
e204 thi think Laake 
of it: They who are paſt 


hell, and have made the 1 and dep: . 
this {mokie inn, have now no. other conzeit of this. * 
but as a piece of beguiling well-luſtred clay; and hom fal 
doth time (li 3 flood in motion ) carry yqur 173 
of it? and. is M ternity coming with wings ? court 
not in heaven It doth here. Our Lord (who bath af hath all you, 
_ lyt ing in the ſhell A balance e e 
14 or our 


na are fallen from the Long, and haye fla their Mo- 


1 Chriſt a flip, now ben bot back i is at the wall, 1 if I. may 
peak) then may we ſay, That the Lord hath caſten water 
upon in Scotland's fioking-coal ; but we hope better things of 
you. It is no wifdom, however it be the State-wiſdom now © 

in requeſt, to be ſilent, when they are caſting lots for a better 
AN * 2 Chril, and All this land, and every wan s part 
of the play for „and tears of — friendleſs Zi 

( now going dool-like in ſackcloth ) 5 up in heaven befor. 
our Lord; and there is no queſtion, but our King and Lord 
ſhall be Maſter of the fields at le th: and we would all be | 
glad to divide the ſpoil with Chriſt, and to ride in triumph } 
with him ; but Oh how few will take a cold bed of ftra Win 


the camp, with him! How wig would men hay dee 4 
N above A 3 


many now would 
not to be ſea-fick 91% mantles,. : 


and rattlin -coaches, and Tubhins t et with the Prove. 
cer of the] 2 in che hig EET 5h ve | 


Fett, "A W_; e Tom Is b oy woe ker 1 
e . 

Have they not 8 Zo LN RPE: = 22 7 
d 1h r, ha e hen? 0» 1 


bord's | . Epiſt: 4 
: wind de in your face ) to 


2 be couragious for Fear ng 
theſe e ed le. le of of av. 1 worms 


eat kings; let the 1594 Feb:vab b- your fear : nd 5 5 
I the Lond fiveth, the victory is yours: it is fr, 
; der + up 2 — 5 to heaven ʒ but my ſoul 4 K. 
265.88. be nalſſhe ory way, w ole end i 1 
2 Geri s Father's bes Ara my weak Experience, | 
[ was firſt in bonds, hath confirmed in the. t . 
ele of tkis: Let doctors and lear 2 ery the con- 
trair, I am n this is the way, Tha om hath fal. 
len out of both their wit and conſ:ience : ; their book 
hath beguiled them, for we have fallen 1 pong . true Cb 
I dare hatard, if I alone had ten fouls, my N upon this 
Stone, that many now break th-ir bones upon. Let them take 
; this far World, Oh poor and hungry is their paradiſe! There; 
fore let me entreat your Terdſbiß by your, compearanoe before 
Cbriſt, now while this piece of the afterngon of your day is 
before you, (for ye know not when your ſun will turn, and e: 
 ternity ſhall benight you) let your glory, honour and might 
worldly be for our Lord Jeſus : and to his rich grace, and tem 
der mercy, and to the never · dying comforts of his gracious 
Spirit, l recommend your Lordſhi i 1 Noble bouſe. 
Werd. Sept. 9. 1637. Tour Lerdſbig's at all obe Lience, SR. 
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b the Lady LARGIRIE. 
Miſtreſs, 


| 3 and ee be to'you. 1e ye ki ig 
. G —— paſt — Chriſt and you, at your firſt 
n F ye 3 he ſaid, your ſummer days would 
have clouds, and your roſe 2 rickly thorn beſide it: Chriſt 
is unmixt 'in heaven, all — and hony ; ; here me 
have him with his thorny and rough croſs; yet l 
no tree beareth ſweeter fruit, than Chriſt's croſs, 5 
would raiſe a lying report on it. It is your part to tale 
Cbriſt, 2s be is to be had in this liſe: ſufferings. are like 3 
' Wood planted round about his houſe, over * Fes” win. 
dow: if we could hold faſt our 8 of bis the field were 
won. Yet alittle while, and Ch ll tri give Chriſ 
Huis own ſhort time, to ſpin out theſe two lo * of heaven 
| "and hell to all mankind, for certainly the thread will FT. 
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and when be hath accom pliſhed his work in mount Zion, 
bath his filyer, he vill bring new! 3 
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to pleniſh his bquſc; and take up houſe again. I coun - 

ear not Wl ſel you, to free your ſelf of clogging temptations, by overcomb 
NS tha} ing lome and contemning others, and watching over all; abide 
den, true and loyal to Chriit, for few now are fait to him: they 
Dy are ive Chriit blank paper, for a bond of ſervice and attend ance, 
eirs, if row when Chriit batiy moſt ado: to waſtez little blood with 
end is MW Chriſt, and to put our parti this droſſie world in pawn o? 
ve the ver in his hand, as willing to quit it for him, is the- ſafeſt ca- 
th and. binet to kecp the world in: but theſe who would take the _ 

con: world and all their flitting on their back, and run away from 
th fal. Wl Chriſt, they will fall by the way, and leave their burden be- 
r book bind them, and be taken captive themſelves. Well were my 
Chriſt, Wl foul, to put all I have, life and ſoul, over in Chriſt's hands; 
on this ¶ let him be forthcoming» for all. If any ask, How do? Ian- 
m take ¶ ſwer, None can be but wel, that are in Chriſt : and if I were 
L here, not ſo, my ſufferings had melted me away in aſhes and ſmoke; 
before I thank my Lord, that he hath ſomething in me, that this fire 
day .is cannot conſume. © Remember my love to your husband, ane 
and e: WW fhew him from me, I defire that he, may ſet aſide allthings, 
migbt and make ſure work of ſalvation, that it” be not a ſeeking, when 
nd tem the ſand-glaſs is run out, and time and eternity ſhall tryſt ta- 
acious gether; there is no errand ſo weighty as this: O that he 
v ould take it to heart. Grace be with you. . 
S. R. Aberd. | | Tours in Chriſt Jeſus bis Lord, S. R. -1 

| To the Lady DUNGUEIGH - 

what Miſtreſs, 1 f 0 N * 
r firſt, T Long to hear from you, and how ye go on with Chriſt: 1 
would am ſure that Chriſt and ye once met: I pray you, faſten 
Chriſt IF your grips; there is holding and drawing, apd much ſea-wey . 
ere we wo beaven, and we are oſten ſea-ſick; but the voyage is ſo need- 
know I ful, that we muſt on any terms take ſhipping with Chriſt. 1! 
cept | WW believe it is a good (country we are going to, and there is Ii 
o take lodging in this ſmoky Houſe of the world, in which we are. 
like a yet living ; Oh that we ſhould love ſmoke ſo well, and cla 
1 win: that holdeth our feet faſt ! It were our happineſs to follow 
d were on after Chriſt, and to anchor our ſelves upon the Rock, in the 
Chril, W upper ſide of the vail. Chriſt and Satan are now drawing two 
heaven IF parties; and they are blind who ſee not Scotland: divided in 
break; ¶ two camps, and Chrift coming out with his white" banner f 
2 „Love, and he, hangeth that over the heads of his ſoldiers: - 


al the other captain, the Dragon, is coming ont wit 
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res 
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728 Mr. Ratherfoorts Fin 
great black flag, and cricth, the world, the tyorld, caſe, E 
nur, and a whole skin, end 4 faft couch ;, and there ly then 
god leave Chrift to fend fir himſelf. My counſel. is, chat yell 
come out aud leave the and let Chriſt have yout 
 _ <ompany; lee chenreabe — _— 
it: Chriſt is.2 more worthy and. noble portion; 

hole ills eee 

to epared to go to the camp wit * 

DN fire - ſide, with couch 
2s: Athowre for Chrift is little enough. Oh I find all too 
little for him! Wo, wo, wo's me, that 1 have tio propine 
for my Lord Jeſus : my love is ſo fecklefs, that it is a thame 
S 

25 Ca, 1 wW it upon m 

Jou, God is ringing grapes of red wine for Scotland, and 
this land ſhall drink and Ipue and fall: His enemies ſhall 
drink the thick of it, and the grounds of it ; but Scotland's 
withered tree ſhall bſoſſom again, and Cbri "hall make 2. 
cond marriage with her, 5 — his Wife out of the 
Furnace : But if our eyes ſhall ſee it, be knoweth Who hath 
ere time Grace be with you. 


—— 1637. Tours in ! bis ſmeet Lord: Feſus, 8. K. 
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2 JONET | "MACKCULLOCH. , 


| Loving Sifter, 
Race, mercy, RP 
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is ſeen 2 trials. i On 
br Pen Lodge im in houſe 
== 


_ Eee I do not edi — 
= ou the whole counſel of God, and deliver it to you; ĩt u 
1 W 


EE. 


, and dee me; 'o fo the 


. 
- 


— a 
ET. CRATGHALL 
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Cannot expoutid your Lordſhip rege and hls 
eee g e, to de any 
thing but Clir iſt you, and ſay ing unto you, ud will 1 
us rope ing? + e, Chrift hath a great advantage a+ 
pint. you, il ye pla ſous pley ro him, in rax thi holy ri , 
ond by road ines your | 
this ts the way — ye ſuall have peace; — ; 
other, as ſure 23 God liyeth, the Auticbrift's way: therefore as 
ye fear God, fear your-light, and ſtand in awe ofa 1 
conſcience : it is far beter for your Lordſhip to keep y þ 
1 on '4 
chan wilfully, againſt your to come u » 
rr — eee gn and When 
a gment comprise your tou! 
lers and others cannot bewome caution to Juſtice t 


Parliament and mens laws; and will clear: you; delder nit 
angels, of mens unjult ſentences. Ye.received . - 
and authority, and riches and repdtation from youtr Lord, "to 
ſ forward and Mivance the libertics and freedom of „ 
#n;dom : Men, whoſe confciences are made of 
think little of ſuch matters, which notwithſtanding ineros 
Gre&ly upon Ch Chriff's * Royal. So would mies 
W ee to put out his hand, to had c 
4's falling ark; but it coſt him bis life. And Who doubk- 
my but a carnal Fiend will ad vile you, to ſhut your window, 
end pray beneath your breath: Te mate fe ro get din with g 
Nur prayers; fo Would a bead-of-wit ye were in Da- 4 
mel's place: But mens overgilded Es OR You 7 
When your conſcience is like to rive with a dauble. 


F mee 
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o 4 a * 
. a N 
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the truth; go not then to ſeareh it over again; for it is ordj- 
nary for men to make doubts, when they have a mind to deſert 
the truth. Kings are not their own men, their ways are in 
God's hand. I rejoyce and am glad, that ye reſolve to walk 
with Chriſt, howbcit his court be thin. Grace be with your 


Tord Feſus, 8. 
— — — — — — 
T 7 WILLIAM RIGG JAtherny. 
1 urthy and much bonoured Sir, 1 1 8 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: How ſad a Priſoner 
1 would | be, if I knew not that my Lord Jelus had the 
| keys of the priſon himſelf; and that his death and blood hath 
& bought a blefling to our crofles, as well as to our ſelves ? Iam 

ſure, troubles have no prevailing right over us, if they be but 
eur Lord's Serjeants, to keep us in ward, while we are in this 
gde of Heaven: Iam perſwaded allo, that they ſhall not ge 
over the bouwnd-roed, nor enter into Heaven with us; for they 
find no welcome there, where there it no mere death, neitber 
| ſorrow nor crying, neither any more pain : and therefore we ſhall 

- fcave them behind us, Oh if I could get as good a gute offin, 
oven this woful and wretched body of fin, as I get of Chrift's 
areis! Nax indeed, I think the croſs bearcth both me and it 
Felf, rather than I it, in compariſon of the tyranny of the 


= Cbriffs new creature: But Oh, this is that which preſſeth 
we down, and paineth me: Jeſus Chriſt in his ſaints ſitteth 
| neighbour with an ill ſecond, corruption, deadneſz, coldnels, 
| pride, luſt, worldlineſs, ſelf-love, ſecurity, falſhood, and 2 
=— world of mo the like, which I find in me, that are daily dos 
ing violence to the new Man. O but we have cauſe to cart 
do fails, and to cleave faſt to free Grate, free, free Grace! 
: bleffed be our Lord, that ever that way Was found out > it 
m one foot were in heaven, and my ſoul half in, if free-will 
and corruption were abſolute lords of me, I ſhould never wi 

= wholly in. O but the ſweet, new and living way, that 
bath ſtruck up to our home, be a ſafe way! I find now 
or 2 acceſs a greater dainty thay before; but yet 
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. oom looketh through the latrefs, and thorow the * 
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Mr. Ratberfoords' FEpiſt. 68. 
= to the wiſdom of God? I am fure, your Lordſhip hath found: 


- Tour Lord 5 in bis Mrs 


lawleſs. fleſh and wicked 41 dwelleth beſide. 
t 


SIgFggrprpag ge greg gg rz ga ne .c.. 


IEA 1 


. [ Epift. '69... : 
0 of th doat. W of £:-» dry-land together, in 
Fl be other fide of the water. Grace be with you. 'I 
t — 1 78 bis ſweet Lori Feſur, S. K. 4 
ak D 
TY Ae, Tires N 4 $* 4 


Race, Phu RS e Ireceived your letter: - 
2 — 3 ye love and own this oppreſſed 
cauſe of Chriſt, and that now, when ſo many are 
marie e meaſure taken with the love of Jeſus : 
Weary rot, lint come I, and fn ie be apt mia hriſt, 
than the tongue of men and can expreſs: If ye ſceka 
gate to Heayen, the way is in him, or, be is it: has ye want 
1 rn, in Jeſus, and he faith, all bil are yours, even 
dom, he is to divide it bet wirt him and you, 
hrone and his » Luke. Xl» $0008 xk: 3 
Rev. 1 2 t- e climb up that be- 
ſieged houſe to Chriſt : For devils, men, and armies of temp- 
rations, are A. * the houſe, to hold out all that are out, 
and it is taken with violence : It is not a ſmooth and eaſie way, 
neither will your weather be fair and pleaſant ; but whoſoever 
r 


EFFI 


wake no reckoning of * 
in, loſſes or croſles : In ye muſt be, coſt you what it will; -—Y 
— price, and for alldhas yo lane, tw wig: — 1 


7 hts to it are won to you, and it is diſponed to you, in 
your, Lord Jeſus's teſtament, and ſee what 2 fair ae your 
dying Felchen Dab ken you: and there | 
but poſſeſſion. e we, io that th of the Lard; get * 
over the water to polleſs that good : it is better than a 
land of olives and wine · trees; for the Tree of Life, that beerefh 5 
2 manner ff Fruits epery month, is there before you; 77 
ure river „clear as cryſtal, proceed: 

one of G nd if the Lamb, is there. 3 <-Þ 
therefore loſe dd time : Aan Glory Thee: He, PR 


your oꝛvn. The Devil hath cheated - 

n your om; The D us to taſte of * 
is ach a cb bo — 
4 6 4 us, one more 

1 Sy, the Devil by, for he hath redeemed the wadſet; 
4p made the ou der ee he inheritance. Wore knew 
5 2 


W ot . 
” 
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Du 


our ſelves. er re 
wiſhing to 3 [ write to you, I commit NE OE 
tender m-rcy. 

Aber. Sept. 13. 4637. Tur in big ſmeer rd . 
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To cbe Lady CRATGHALL,” 


— and ud ee Lady, 3 
Race, merey and peacelbe to you : I en "a 
to Your Zadyſbip br the wert ind glorious terms I am in 
with hag v yful K that ever was, under this well 
 #briving and proſperous © my Lord's falyation 
wrought by his on . ha, _ the x the er da not ſub 
focare the breath of bope and Uh 7 eſus; 

Vor his o Perſon i is ff} in 5 tr P; 8p, Wich bt 

I ſee, the cr6ls is tied Wh C br In e ro the 1 OY 
| we are but fools to endeayour to looke Chat 
Whirl confider the comforts of God, I durſt not con 
ſent to ſell of wedftt my ſhort liferent of the ctoſs of the 
Lord Jeſus. I — thr Chrift — with ws c blood 
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a right to ſanctiſied and bleſſed in as far « 12 bloy 
me over the water, to my i home: N 
| Hot goo that Chrift ſhould bujer, and ** Ms. 1 


know time and death ſhall take 34-4 s fairly off my hand: 
I hope 8 honeſt Parties at night, when, thi 
= cold and froſty aſternoon · tide of my evil 214 rough day 4 
be over: Well is my ſoul af either det or lowre, 
on hath'any part or portion in: If he be at the one end of 
At, it ſhall be well with me. I fhall die-ere I 13be] faults + 
e. it mall bave my teſt N under my 
as an honeſt and ſaving mean 5 
und faith's growth. I have 4 l 
over Forth, of the excellency of: eins than Thad before, Ian 
rather about him, than in him, while Jam abſent from him, i 
this houſe of clay ; but I would be in heaven for vo other caub 
Vut to — try, what bound leſs joy it muſt be, to be ove 
Bead and ears in my Welbeloved Chriff's love. O thet ſa 
eben Renn, Bur alas, it is oyer, fot. 


„5 1 N 0 *. _ 
3 i - P * = . . ; 
" * Ld _ e 
* : * a 5 i, 


„„ „„ Way < _ * 
— — — © — — 
m — * - 


"OE FO ers ZS S271 1 tom 


— —— - — - - = 
r ,, rr e ASS. — r—::! 
0 * 
= 
* — * 


2. rn "2 
LO were better and mare worth fake! 
115 meer with bim far e 


and mig ht have leave ty A 2 Op I 
. | 8 4 Fees ie has Ve, that: 
he giveth Ocat Tig Tet "i 
ar mite'opn will of Chris love iS 5 Re x 
then would Tenlarge my a narro 
and take in a Sea of Dor NN iN at hat | 
and lean, in belieyin ever- 7 form Shed with = 
— ſo fein mould 1 bave, what J kuow [" cannot bold. 0 


by, delighteſt thy, to pine and tore 

or Souls with the want thy ace ue 20 7 

e thy df] pep ſation. cruel d 1 7 thou thy ſelf art 
Mercy, without erth brine of bitt:m I know, th « art 4G 

hank fall of neercy ang tovd, but 0b alas ! Tittle of it romet 


way: I die to look afar off to rhat love, becauſe I can 
A bur lire of it: But hope faith, this provides hall x 2 


ra Lay bodies, and 
„e £20008 Lond 
. 2 FJelas, S. 
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vere! axd' dear Brother, 

Eace be to you from Gad our Father Pe Out” 
feſus: J am laid low, when ſremember what / am, 
my our-hde caſterhfuch 4 A When I find ia little © 

within. It is a wonder, that Os es nd 

h ſuch an unclean and i 2 Wo: 
Ie 2 l bel, FR wont the * n 
art, his 


wiſd 
neſs, wea | 
money, no worth, fig 
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£ FR : * 


beth EET 
Wa 8 


SD that «che ale his 
were v es Gale mr to. 
all fots with chi 1 555 
would 1 in have it true. 


up to 2 high 
cath, 7 Tink Fas Thad us 7 


room b 


O that we, 


2 | fag oo | +9 
= 134 * . —— — 829 755 
i my journey as I would wiſh: N | 
Y dons again night: 1 maceel not thax afut5che: le 
| but our crowned King ſeeth and behold, and 
Zion; ſafety. I am exceedingly diſtracted, with 
> Thins vid re 

„ { ſhall not omit. Excuſe my , for I am ſtrait- 

ned. ember the Lord's priſoner, J re to be mind · 
tal of you- co . 

- Aberd. r. To. Tours in hi. ſweet Lord. 
1837-1 4 2 —— SB . 
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Reverend N 12 beloved 2 . Lord, 9 


| 18 fer to you: ee your. wah 
have fre thats 5 I was lent, cxpetia 
lines from you ana my bonds; and this is the cauſe why 1 5 


| na to you ; bug now” Iam forced to break of and: . .f 
Wo never believed, tilFnow, that there was ſo much to pe found 
iel in this fide of death and of heaven. O the raviſh- 
ments of heavenly joy that may be had here, in the ſmall 
N fall om Chriſt ' what fools are 


* 
* 
aw. as a a aus fe ww a» oc z a 


_— and 
e, . pom et ht and the tel- 
ling that is in the very carneſt-penny, and the firſt fruits of 
hoped-for harveſt ! How ſweet » how feet is, our int 
O what then muſt perſonal poſleſion rn 
w 


my Lord Jcſus hath e e reg Jpilt this ſweet erofs; 
i PET SREL TS melting gold, to ſeparate 
1 1 O how much A. it tale 
| 5 m den rx to Jeſus my Lord, who will nei 
ith of his own to be burht to aſhes; nor jet 
ne in the fire to be half raw, like E 
e this is the wiſdgg of him, who beth 
bye fire in Zion, and furpace in Jeruſalem. 1 need not cithe 
or flatter temptationa, 2 nor ſtriye to buy the de 
- . vil, or this malicious world b redeem their kindneſs with 
half 2 Hir · breadth of truth: H& who is Surety i ſeryart 
28 ood, doth powerfully over-rule all that” ſee my Pr 

, fon neither lock nor door; I am free in my y bonds, an 
wy chains are made of rotten bs, they, ſhall bar ide on 
5 I am fure they are in het, r 
torments with our eroſſes, ſuppoſe they neva 
be delivered, and give wy thouſand n P 


e 
. 


* 


flies, IEEE the Redeem- 
er. paid. Our troubles ow us a free e thr them : 
Devils and men, and crofles are our rs; death and all 
ſtorms are our debtors, to blow our poor toſſed bark over the 
and to ſet the travellers in their own 
herefore we ſhall die, and yet live: we are 
over the water ( ſome way) obey; | 


Zion : Antichrift and his followers are 
ground, we have the ad vantage of the hill; our tempt 


[= 


are always beneath, our waters are beneath our breath; 6 


: ol 


dying, and behold we live: I never heard before of a living 
2 or a quick death, but ours: our death is nat like th 
common death; Chriſt's skill, his Re 4 
of Chriſt's admirable art, may be ſeen in our quick death. 1 
bleſs the Lord, that all our troubles come through Cbriſts 
fingers, and that he caſteth ſuggar among them, and caſteth *' 
in ſome ounce-weights of Heaven, and of the Spirit of glory, 
(that reſteth on ſuffering believers) in our cup, in which- | 
there is no taſte of hell. Ay dear Brother, ye know all theſe * 
better than I: I ſend water to the ſea, to ſpeak of theſe things 
to you: But it eaſeth me, to deſire you to help me to pay . 
tribute of praiſe to Jeſus. ' O what praiſes I ow him! I would 
IJ were in my free heritage, that I might begin to pay my 
debts to Jeſus. I e I fors 
_ get not you. iy © 5 Pt be en 8 
Aberd. Sept. 17. Teur Brother and fellem: ſuſſerer 
%ñ½]ü u end for Griſly K. 
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eye upon you, and 
2 men can do. I bleſs tho 
that the Vis miniſters find emp nt, and the a 
conifort of their miniſtry : Believe me, 1 durſt not, as I am 
now- diſpoſed, hold an oneſt Brother out of the — I 
traſt, the Lord ſhall guard-you, and hide you in the 
not 


of his hand : I am not 3 with 5 are 
jo chat. 1 ſee this, . Lys 7 perity mens conſcience will not, 
rt at ſmall ſins: But i he had been where I have been, 
| fince I came from you, a little mete would have cauſed their 
eye water, and troubled their 'O how being _ we to 
W 5necline to the world's hand? 2 
mined, are often drawn from our skin: the 2 eyes 
able tabernacle is a topick maxim, in great requeſt in our 
. ick. I find a little breirding of God's ſeed in this town, for 
. the which tle Doctors have F told me their mind, that they 
- cannot bear with. it, and have examined and threatned the 
ple, that haunt m wy ny: I fear I get not leave to winter 
: B Nd which Ig know not; I am ready at the Lord's 
I call. i would [ could) make acquaintance with Chriff's croſs; 
= for find comforts lic to, and follow upon the croſs. I ſuffer 
nin my name by them; E take it as a part of the grucifying of 
#4 -= old man: Letthem cut the throat of m 1 and do 
2 they like beſt with it; when the wind of their calumnies 
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hath blown away my good name from me, in the way to hea- | 
ven, I know Chrift will take my name out of the mire, and | 
| 


" waſh it, and reſtore it to me again. 7 would have a mind 
(if the Lord would · be pleaſed to give me it) to be a fool 
for Chriſts ſake. Sometimes, while 7 have Chrift in my arms, 
fall à fleep in the ſweetneſs of his preſence, and ho in m) 
fleep ſtealeth away out of my arms; and when 7 awake, 1 mils 
"kim. I am much comforted with my Lady Pitſlzgo, a good 
ops, and 20quainted wich God's: ways. Grage be be with 
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to build n old” waſte i places in & 
Tenne rot Cod ad mths both, 1 
pam yo And ſuppoſe the 1 
Tn ere un you, — peer) noglous error, if 
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will hold you u Bleed alt . 
ttle ones, and daft | their heads N 
Lirdlhip d have a ſhare of that blefling, with other ee 
in out fand. It is true, e 
to be partners in pulli palkieg up the ſtakes, and loofing the cords: 
of the zone of (57: Ten that that wildo nr 
is eried down in heaven, and ſhall never paſs fon true wifdem 5 
with the Lord, whoſe word crieth ſhame apo Kt 
chriſt and truth: Andccordingly, it ſhall 
confuſion of face in the end- Our Lord hath given- 
Lordſhip light of à better ſtamp, and alſo, w 
Aer 2 not Behind the 1 and the Serie; 0 — 
2 thing is it, to fee. nobili 3 1 
tion, all ene datins | For — ow 


ind his Kingdom | God hath bentidered _ bemilted ths 


wit 8 the learning of the / n aud di rs of —_— = 
ook 4 ** the Bible: A ri 
k off blindfoldeth mens light; that they arc | 


to ſee ſtraight'out before them; nay, their very 2 — 4 
eth the kngve, or worſe, to truth. Your "2 
eth, within a little while, policy againſt — 2 
and the works of men ſhall burn, even RS 
Who ſpin out many hundred ells and webs of indiffercncres; * 


Wthe Lord's * mo than . e W 


* - 


I : | 
* 


| . 
* T. 

1 
IÞ f. 


LY 
— 

F 
2 


TE 


6. 
. 


j 


| | 
* 


* 
K 


ov» 


* 
8 
1 


115 Be 
TEE 


5 


* 
* 
4 


2 leper- 


will burn the walls with fire, 
of the houſe alle, 2 Peter iii. 19% 12. My 
ſhall. ye rejoice, in that day, to have 
i! els,/ heaven, and your own conſcience to ſmile up- 
i IL am perſwaded, one ſick night through the terrors 
f the Almighty, would make men (whoſe conſcience — 
= ſuch a wide throat, as an image like a Cathedral-chut 
would go down it) have other thoughts of Chriſt and his wor. 
muip, than now they pleaſc themſelves with. The f. of 
Fitch in the earth faith, we are hard upon, the laſt nick of 
i _ * are thoſe who 9 2 
| [4 ZBridegroom s coming. | potted 
and many defiled garments, at his laſt coming; and 
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= pained Church, is with child of victory, and ſhall bring forth 
BE 2 -:4n-ch714, that ſhall be caught up to God and his I hrone, 
on bowbeit the Aragen (in his his followers ) be n 
= 


= - child-birth-pain, asan Egyptian midwife, to receive the 

W - andtranglo it, I. xxix. B. But they ſhall be diſappointed, who 
M8 thirk for the deſtruction of Zion, They ſhall be as when. 6 
vu nan dreameth that be catcth ; his heþold be 41 
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2 him, and hide him, 
« vouching carried 
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i Tice, and Ih .] hold 


_ that 


| it come, 
rue not that I made Chriſt my maile and imy clihien; Ich 


him ay the bar + My Lord, it ſhall be good ſer- 
vice to to hold your noble — ST 


— To the Laird of AIT IKT IH — 22 

: | Much honoured Sir, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you : Ionia 
ber en in papers and remember ou to him whom 


and care of a 231 bleſs the 
Lord, the cauſe I ſuffer tor, needeth not to hluſh bafore kings : 
Chriſt's white; honeſt and fair truth, needeth neither. wax« 
pale for fear, nor bluſh for ſhame... I bleſs the Lord, who hath 
graced you to own Chriſt now, when ſo many are afraid to 
for fear they ſuffer loſs by a- 

in theſe days are 


hay for your 


him. Alas that ſo many 


* 


2 N 


= . => l 


| '$ $5 PY . . 
4 do theyeg . 


| 2 Eee 
e e furl 
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;\ e 2 God makin enn 
ner) is nrar? Croſſes have right-and' th e e 
members, till legs and arm) and whole # * 
in heaten- F be rain; and bai and ſtorm, 5 
ſainta — was till God eleanſs With fre 
- excation, aud till he — — 
that mem ſin hath ſubjected unto vi 
wha ſuffer amd lin not, for ſuffering is the 
hatht put upon his tollowers: Take what way v 
ven, trop y is hedged ug with crofles, ern oder bor 
to — ough them; Wit and wales, thifts and laws, Il 
RA 
ugh: thing by ex tau 
that the waters betwixt and deren may! bs e, 
we be well-hors' d, I mean; it r in Chriſt; and not one 
ſhall drown by the way, but turtias lote theis own deſtracton. | 
On if we could wait on for a tigte, and believe in the dark 
' the Glvation of God! At leaſt we are to believe gone : 
I Chrift, tin he give us the flip, (which is impoſſible 
j take his word r caution, Wat. - he 'ſhall fill up alle ron 
Wl i bis promiſes, and give us what we want: But to the un- 
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deliver Chrüis teſtament is white, blank; unwritten paper. 
Vir aud dear Sir, ſet you face to heaven, . 
il to:ttoop at all ehe low 'entries in Wo "way; that ye may re- 
_ ccive the as a child: Without this, be that knew 
= | the way, laid, there is oft O but Chritt be willin 
wy to lead a pdor inner: | * rower: r ſdul hath found 
ian him, in the houſe of my pilg; 1ppoſe- love in hea- 
een and earth were loſt, I dare — it may be found in 
Chriſt. Now the very Gad of peace eſtabliſh you, till the 
ay of the glorious An Chriſt. 
| HUNG Gaps: 7" * | Drs i bj ſweet Lrd 
| * A 1627. Wr | 2 er, Jeſus, 5 R. 
1 ee 
Es... I ebe Lady GAITOGIRTH, 
i Much Howured and Chrifiian Lad 4 
Race, mercy and peace be to yow: . 9 
— eng | 
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the gardener, ſhould cide hhn for it: Letour Lord pluck his. 
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it ic melted in th 5:78 of 2 _ ver. 15. Myftrength 
; dricd up like 0 4 n | 
better, his haf, 2 


olles have 24m 
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end. 15 = 7 
e . | 
r where Oris datt 4 for-hen they ard ; 
= ls, not your bairns: If 8 our Lord take any of chen 
to his houſe, before the come on, take it woll + | 

the Owner of the Orchard-quay take down two or ihres A | 


ples off his own Trees, before midſummer; and: ete t * 
the harveſt ſun ; and it would not be — that rad. on 


Own fruit at any ſeaſon he pleaſeth; they are not loſt to you. 
they are laid up fo well, as thatithey are coffered in heaven, 
where our Lord's beſt jewels lie: They are all free goods 
that are there, death can havenio-lewy to arreſt any thing thav 
is within the walls of new. Jeruſnlem. All the ſaints, -becauts 
of ſin, are like old ruſty horologies, that muſt be taket dowd, 
and the wheels ſcoured and mended, and ſet up again, in bet · 
gk befors.; 2 both ſoul 4 e 3 
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Grit 9 in-Gvihes and eaſhajties chat follow him are rmany; 
it n not a little one, that'a good conlcience' may be had 
in him: This is true comp and mult to he labour- 
A for, loved. Many give Grin ber © Shadow, car 
, was racher beſide cher conſcience i a dead nd 
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caged, til be have brought forth . anto vito. 
mind our Covenant : CORY TER 
with vou. 


Aberd. 9. Sept. —— | ne Brother in Chrift, S. K. 
25 : | 
7 . MATTHEW MOWAT:. 


© Reverend kd dear Brother, 
Am refreſhed with your — Lwould take all well at 
E 
ſervice in my ſuffering'; ſuppoſe my Lord would 
a ſtop-bole of me, to fill a hole in wall of þ houſe, or 
pinning in Zion's new, work: For any place of truſt in my 
8 e or the 2 ſure- 
| ns ee d red net 1 
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gllous and unbelieving 

And your fault is juſt mii 
not believe my Lird's barg and naked word: 1 1 
have an apple to play me with, and ſhake hands with 
and have ſeal, caution, Ad witneſs to bis word, or 
count my {elf looſe 3 howbeit Lhave the word and faith o 
King. De ſwim but 
where my feet may touch the ground! Alas, Chriſt under 
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my „eee -witers, as a dy vour 
and a couſener! We can make _ a 2 
( caſting us in a night - dream) do A 

we in 


our folly liſten to the tempter. If I could miniſter one ſay- 
ing Word to any, how glad would my ſoul be! But I my ſelf 
(Which is my eateſt evil) often miſtake the croſs of Chriſt: 
For I know, n andknew well that eaſe ſlayeth us 
fools, we would defire a market, where we might barter or 
niffer our lazie eaſe with a profitable eroſs; howbeit there 7 
bo an-out-caſt patural betwixzt our deſires and ttibulation : 

But ſome give a dear price and gold for Phy ſick, which they - - 
love pot 3 and buy ſickneſs, howbeit they wiſh rather to have 
been whole than to be ck. But ſurely, Brother, ye ſhall 
not have my advice ( howbeit alas I cannot follow it m wall 

to contend with the honeſt and faithful Lord EI 

go he or come he, r bere 
are grace and mercy and loving — S back - 
parts: And when — — 2 | 

the image of that fair Sun, that LETT 
after he is gone, leaveth, a mals ind. it 
the . Bee l 2 d der fe lov: 
after he i is gone 222 A ſhare of jo and Grow | 
both: So we have ſomet bs Kras uSou {ill be be returty; ©: 
and he bern lin Ki „ E. | 
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', Erdls, I neyer feccived evil of it, bat what was mine owe. 
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making : When riſeooked  Chrift's, Phy fick, no marvel that 
* hurt mie or ſiner it was on Chriſt's back, it hath” always 
* [weet ſmell, Land theſe 1600 years it keepeth the ſmell 
.Chvife-s dey, It is eider than that too, for it-is a long ting 
Age Abel firſt banſer'd the croſs, and had it ſaid upon his 
Moulder ; Bo do from him, all 86 to this very day, al 


| - the Sainrs haye known what it is. Jan Flad chat Crit hat 


uch a relation to this croſs, and OUS called the 1 
Lend Feſus, Gal. vi. v. 14. His reproach, Heb. xiii. 1 
Way 0s wont hat ts ap" 

- <ometh inthe reckoning among s own property: 
were e evil, wen + is, chriſt, who is not the — not 


= ——.— m, would not owwit. 1 wonder at the etemies of 


(m whom malice hath run away with wit, and will & 
8 that they would eſſay to lift up the Stom 
VIED Sckrely it 0 we laid in fuch ſinking 1 
Tue they enn raiſe it it, or remove ie; fbr when we are in their 
Delly, and they b 3 Been, they will be ſick, 
mdf we us out ag n Iknowy Lien and het Husband cannot 
Both ie pat once '7 bdlixye our Lond onte again ftrall water 
With his dew the witheted Hill of Mount Zion in Srot lan, 
again, as he dil 


1 a netr marriage 
ti me, is needlefs: Alas, many ſit beſide light, as fl 
beide ment, 2nd cannot make 1 Ke of it. Grace be with 


hea: Sehe.) 7. — War Wother in Chtift, 8. K. 
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pile Frithey, "ITY 

Received your Litter: — bet echte ander * 
den hank, that chriſt is ſtill the longer the bettet, and 
at bir timre is the fie of loves. e 

- "others ig in and y, I have faid nothing of him; 7 
ver knew Cb ſt to ebb « or flow, war or wane : His Wink 
turn pot j when be ſeemerh to change, it is but 928 5 who tun 
Dur Wrong ide to him. 7 never had a plea wittf him, in 1 
deft conflicts, but of mine own making. Oh that 7 c 
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finee. Remember bur Cævenant: Tout excuſe for your i 
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Rpiſt / Se LET T ERS. 143 
and let him Alone. My unbelief made many blackies; bur ⁵ 
my recantat ĩon to Chriſt, is not worth the hearing. - Surely: 
ke hath born, with ſtrange gades in mes He knoweth my heart: - 
h not natural wit to keep quarters, with ſuch a Saviour. 

e-do well, to fear your own- n I had ſtood ſure: 
if 1 had in my Youth borrowed Chriſt go be my bottom: Bur 
be that beareth his own weight to heaven, ſhall. not fail to ſlip 
and fink. Xe had no need to be barefooted among thethorns +. 
of this apoſtate generation, leſt a ſtob ſtick up in your ſoot, 
and cauſe you to halt all your days. And think not, Chriſt. 
＋. will do with you, jn the matter of ſuffering; as the Pope dots: - - 

* WH inthic matter of fin: Ye ſhall” not find that Chriſt will ſell 1 

: diſpenſation, or give a dyvour's protection againſt croſſes 3 

if it crolles are proclaimed as common aceidents to all the faints,.” 
n and in them ſtandeth a part. of our communiĩon with Chriſt : 
But there lieth a ſweet caſualty tb the croſs, even Chriſt's 
preſence and his comforts, when they are ſancti ſied. Remem- 
ber my love to your father and mother. Grace be with you. 
Aberd, 7. Sept- 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſu, S. R. 
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Much honored in the Tel.... 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: Lam ſtill in good, 
terms with Chriſt . Howeyer my Lord's wind blow, 1 
have the advantage of the calm and ſunny- ſide of Chriſt. De 
vils, and and devil's ſervants, are all, blown blind, in 
prd's little Bride: They ſhall be @. 4 night-: 
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band, ſubſcribed by himſelf, for my fill of it! What garland 
- have I, or what crown, if I looked tight on things, but Jeſus? 
Oh there is no room in us, on this fide of the water, for that 


can hold little of it, becauſe we are full of rifts. I would lo- 


| His I would have been glad Feng Den you ; yet 


u, or any other ſecond mean whatfoeyer ; Let Chriſt (n 


. N 
5 f cli to himſelf,” and ſhame to his enemies, 
F r 


s ED and 


11 
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Mr. Rarh derben 80 
and aim. For my ſelf, w 18 
counts, O What telling, O what weighing is Chriſt! G 

ſoft are his kiſſes! O love, love fur ; i Jeſus? ado. 
fault to that love, but that it ſeemeth to niggardly with 
me: I have little ol it. O that 1 had Chriſt's f- ſeen and read 


love ! This narrow bit earth, and theſe ebb and narrow ſouls, 


ry, glory would enlarge us (as it will) and make us tight, 
and cloſe up our ſeams and ritts, that we might be able to 
. it, which yet is incomprehenſible. Remember 

to your wife. Grace be with you- 


r Sept. 7. 1637. Towrs i in hi ſweet Lord Fei, 8. R. 
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Much pinned Sir, 


ſeeing our Lord hath been pleaſed to break the fnare of 
your adverſaries, I heartily bleſs our Lord on your behalf 
Our crofles for Chriſt are not made of iron; they are ſofter and 
of more gentle mettal : It is eaſy for God, aſs a fool of 
the devil, the father of all — As for me, I but breaths 
out, what m 92 breatheth in: The ſcum and froth of my? 
— betters, I father upon my unbelieving heart. I know you 
Lord hath — to do with you, becauſe Satan and malice 
have ſhot ſore at you; but your bow abideth'in its 2 
Ye ſhall not, by my advice, be à halyer with Chriſt, 
vide the "glory of your deliverance, betwixt your ſe 1 


it Cetech him well) have all the glory, and triumph his alone. 


The Lord ſet himſelf on * 3 - 3 Chriſt can hor- 
et ants beſide it; ra- 


ther than under it, and win the plea too, yea, — 
and comfort to 
en, out bf it: But whether Chriſt buy or borrow crofles, 
of eroſſes, and King of deri, and King over 
over malice: When he was in the rave 8 be 
a, are ht the keys with him; he is Lord Joy 
71271 is Captain of the caſtle, and Nath 
de ke 8 and what are our troubles: ww 
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makeyh great riches: Is not our AL N 
kom,” Loy 1 e e Ales: ire = | 
miſcount our gain, when we ſeem loſers. Believe me, 4 
no challenges inſt, this well-bors croſt; for it is dome 
Chriſt's hoaſe, ad is honourable, ind hi 'propine, To pon 
+ given to ſuffer.” O what fools. are we, to undervalue 
gifts, and to lightly that which is true bonour! For if 
could be faithful, our tackling ſlrall not looſe, nor out maſt + 
break, nor our falls blow into A ſea. The baſtard croſſes, 
the kinteſs and baſesborn eroſſes of worldli ngs - ene 
maſt be heavy Au vous] but our afflictions are light and 
ir eh e, ink my y ſelf happy, that I have 150 cres 
dit with ric, Ray prges. in this bargain, I am Chrift's fwat 
Wren; whom he will lippen „no not one pin n 
work of my falvation: Let me in black arid hure 
in the dy vour · book e 1 dr t my a- 
tion is „ wy to e mediation : iſt aweth 60 
faith to me, to A e , 
and credit H owe to 22 name fall, and let Chr iſt s ; 
Namo ſtand in honour with men and 2 els. Alas; I have © 
fo room to ſpread. out my affection before 1's people and 
I ee not how I cart or e out the lovelineſs,, the 


et Lord: eſus. Oh 
cot 155 to be 2275 as 


* with i wh The ge” 
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_ to learn to bring my thoughts, will, and luſts, in ug 
EEbriſt's feet, that he may trample upon them: But alas, I am 
till upon Chriſt's wrong fide. Ws 
SK 


3 E : 7 od .,v be with Yo 
| Aber. Sept. 12. 1627. Jars 18 yy fi 
— 9 — = — 


r eee rr 
Fg ROBERT FENNGS# of Dildove.  'W. 
;. Worthy and dear Haber, l 
Forgot you not in my bonds: I know. ye are looking to 
w I. Chr:; and [ beſeech you, follow your look, I can ay | 
more of Chriſt now by experience (though he be. infinitely 
Above and beyond all that ean be faid of him) than when | 
Jay you. I amdrowned over head and ears in his love. Sell, 
ell, (ell all things for Chriſt. If this whole world were the ll 
Balk of a balance, it ſhould not be able to bearjthe weight of 
 Chriſ?s love men and angels have ſhort arms to fathomit : 
Ser your feet upon this · piece blue and baſe clay of an over: 
WH + gilded and fair-plaiſtered world an bqur's kifling of Chrift, 
1 Worth a world of worlds. Sir, make ſure work of your 
| - Jalvatien; build not upon ſand ; lay the foundation upon the 
Rock in Zion: Strive to be dead to this world, apd to your 
ill and lufts: Let Chriſt have a commanding power and 2 
& King's throne in you: Walk with Chriſt, howbeit the world 
| mould take the bide off your face: | promiſe you, Chr: 


will. win the field. Your paſtors cauſe you to err; except! 
Fou ſce Chriſt's word, go not one foot with them : counte- 
Wi . pance not the reading of that Rome-ſervice-bvok: Keep your 
"garments clean, as ye world walk with the Lamb in white. 
Abe wrongs I ſuffer are upon record in heaven; our great 
RY and Judge will he upon us all, and bring us before 
+ Fthe ſun in our blacks and whites: Bleſſed are they who 
= © watch and keep themſelves. in God's love. Learn to diſeen 
= . *bc"Bridegroom's Tongue, and to give your lelf to prayer 
if and reading. Ye was often a hearer-of me: I would put my 
| © beart-b] upon. the doctrine taught, as the only way to 
- alvation : go not from it, m dear brother. What I writety 
your ſelf, I write to your wife alſo. Mind heaven and Chrif 
and keep the ſpunk of the love of Chriſt you have gotten: 

Chrift ſhall blow on it, if ye entert H it, and 'your end fhal 
be peace. There is a fire in dur En but our Lord is bu 
ſieeking a ncw Bride refine and purified out of. the furnace 
Faſſure you, howbeit bg niek-· named Puritans, all tis 
Power of the- got prevail againſt us; remeriber 
2 8 2 | thou 


— 
, 
: 
| 
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LETTERS. 


1 
it. E it to you, theſe e all ug: 
0 55 as a en, Olive-tree, and a field 4 of the Lord; 
and it thall proclaimed, Up, wp. with Chriſt, and nn 


dawn with all contrary. powers. Sir, Pray for me, (I na 
you to the Lord.) for . — an; 
Remember my love 12 Murray, and her da 
|-defire ber, in the edge of her evening,” to wait a litt | 

Kiog is coming, and he hath ſomething g; that ſhe never Ln 

with him: Heaven is no dream; (ran and ſer, wille bert 
belt. Grace, grace be with ou. 
Aberd. Sept. 13. _ ert b raid als | 
| 1637. Co > & Feſin, S. R. 1 
— ay F 8 — 

1 MARION ene 
Deareſt in our Lark $ | At \&3 13% Rds 
CEE e begun at you „ 
fine you firſt: Fear not, orgy the ö true ant 
ful Vitneſ. 228 As my Matter liveth, upum 
the Word fm Roy * prayer and in watch» 


— * War Worn rance is coming: Chriſt is not 
off; MA; 4 86 a ſtra fur all the bits of clay » that are riſen 


ag Te ſhall threſs . — Hi 
eur watching to prayers. mars would 2 our! 

p old us; but be diligent, and be. not diſcouraged. | charge: 
P hit. Jou in Chriſt, rejoyee;: give thanks, believe, be: — 

r great Lord: That burning Buſh in Gallomag and Kirkcudbright ſhall 
; before vt be burve to abe 1 fr te Lord te in de Buſh Be vor 
Aileen warrant to che rounct], againſt & ay arth is mi Lord's my 
5 prayer I am filled with his {weet- loye, and running over: ep 1 
put my to hear ye are in your journey: Such news as 1 ws 
; way your faith and love, rejoyce my ſad heart. Pray = me, for. 
write to they ſeek _—_—_— but I give my ſelf to prayer. . The blek- 


ling of m 2 priſoner of ChrMſt's blefling be with 
= = O fas and greatly beloved wom cling not: pe 
end ſuil y, if ye faint now, ye loſe a good cauſe : double your meetings: 


ceaſe not for nne till he make 
e We 's a $3 4. * 3 
„ a 0042 6%. Tears in Chriſt Jeſus lerer 
-member * l 8. 


* Ou! 


Mr! 1% eilt 8 

"To - TH OdC.o 5 CORBETÞs e 2 
. Friend, 

Ents * — It a R 
chat 


on Mr. ener wc bam . 

bat 1 wp” age: oF ee a e 2 

men, or ue in this world, I take heaven .and earth 

that i Aan e ee ee e 

ur neſt here This wotld is an hard ill-made bed,. no ieſt 

| it for your ſoul : awake, awake, and make haſte to ſeck 
that Pearl, "Cbrif, thas this weld feeth not. Vour night, 

| your Maſter Chr: Ton wichen a ; 

| pd-breadth of time * 2: Take iChri yu 

1 — — day be bet durs and. 

1 jy —— and his. E. not ex- 

; 5 cet; uy 


ng _ a 1 ere 
yay any ao yer 


5 


ge betwixt Let Cbriff 


5 7h he Man ge 


cb ana Ye CE Tenn te in eb 
dase nejoyce to e Dire Js Follow 
dt e ip not. 


9 4 ber, os r offe&;onae Brother in our 
COTE IE WET F- ed Feſms S. R. 
| 2 | - * * n 
DATA one lee 
1 K, x N | 
a ce be to you : I received your kt: 
J br e Fon: Brod 


* 


— 
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ke Lard Jeſus be with * 
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Epiſt. 85 LETTERS 
Brother, 1 have ſeen fewletters from my acqua 
country, which maketh me heavy: But I have the company 


" JJ 


„Fa Lord, who can teach us alłto be kind, and hath the right gate 
ter of it: fog though for the preſent; I have ſeen up's and down's 
7 Wl cxcry day, yet Iam abundantly comforted,” and feaſted wich 
my King and Welbeloved daily: It pleaſeth him to chme and 
ons. i dine with a {ad priſoner, and a ſolitary ſtranger: His ſpike- 
So" i ard caſteth a ſmell, yet my ſweet hath ſome ſowre mixed © 
ee be e e fey; hey ny Cr, hp | 

n nis co be too. cheap, ſeeing they are ates; 'why - 
"oy Hould he not make ns fo to his own > But I'verlly L h 
* now, Chrift hath led me up to a nick in Chriſtianity, that I was 


5 


never at before; 7 think all before was but Child-hood and 
28 Since 7 —— from you, I have been 
while the ſmoke of hell's-Gre went in at my throat, and 7 
would have bought peace with a thouſand years torment in 


and ſorrows, before the Lamb's white throne, in my Fa 


caſt a covering of love on me, he hath caſten in a coal in my 
(oul, and it is ſmoking among the ſtraw, and keeping the 
hearth warm: 7 look back to what I was before, and 7 


remembrance of the man 
iu publick, Which are now changed into filent ſibbaths, 


raiſed 


make a plea with Chriſt, and to. lay the blame on 


am not only ſilenced, as to all quarrelling, but fully ſatisfied. 
Now I wonder that any man living can laugh upon the w 
or give it a hearty good-day. The Lord Jeſus hath 


on anc he hath caſed me, when 7 ſaw it not, lift- 


We” ing the croſs 
, | {W'=ther, becauſe underneath are 


my croſs ſo ſweet, t. 
of it. Chriff's hon 
eten thy gall : Ne 


-combs drop ſo abundantly, that they 


e 


=] 
acquaintance in that 


1 


bell: and I have been up alſo, aſter theſe deep ane g 
inner- court, the great King 's dining-hall j and ri did 


to ſee the ſand-houſes, I built when I was child. At firlt; the. 
fair feaſt-days with my Lord Jefug 


2 great tem nd (if I may Ipeak ſo) '44e"the devil ads © 
in my r came 5 would e to 


© 
bard Maſter : But now theſe miſts are blown away, and 7 


me ſo, that, as 7 am now diſpoſed, 7 think never to be in this 
world's common again for a night's locging : Chriſt beareth 


my ſhoulders, ſo that 7 think it to be but a 


bid, it came to baregeing or niffering of croſſes ; for I think 
that I w not where I would get the like - 


ting breaketh my heart, but that 7 can» 
not get the hters of to tell them of my Bride- 


1 


4 52 Mr. Rurherfoords Epiſt. 2 | 
tell all xe come tę, of it; and yet it is above telling anfban- 
anling, Oh if all the kingdom avere as I am, except'my 
_ bonds ! they know not the lone - kiſſes, that my only. LordsJe- 
Es — on a dawted priſpner. On my ſalvation, this is 
nly way to the now > I know 02770 hath no dumb 
fl J 1 57 he put his privy-ſeal upon blank paper? He hath 
7 ſufferings with comforts. I write this to confirm 
. I write 72 „ what 1 rected ſau, s as well 55 b ee | 
they lence burneth up my ſpirit : Byit Chr th 
= Th > end i, running uf ohh intereft in heaven, us wn 
thou 1 preaching: And this from a King's mouth re joy 
heart, At other times, I am ſad, A welling in Kedar's tents: 
ere are none ( that I yet know of ), but two perſons in 
this town, that / dare give my werd for: And the Lord hath 
removed my brethren and my acquaintance far frum me 5, and 
# may be, I be forgotten i in the place, where: the Lord mae 
the inſtrument to do ſome. good. But I ſee this is vanity 
me: Let him make of me what he pleaſeth, if he make 
be ion out of it to me; / am tempted and trouhled, that all 
- -$be + ht Prelates ſhould have been armed of God againſt 
| E. only, while the reſt of my brethren are ſtill preaching # 


JJ ²˙ ˙ ˙ ah — oe ²⁹eůãmům Be i he HS 


ut I dare not ſay one word, but this, It is good, Lord Jeſus, 
auſe theu haſt done it. Wa is me for the Virgin Daugbterh | 
Wo: is me for the deſolation of the Virgin Daughter of Scot: ' 
fend Or my eyes were a fountain of tears, to weep day and 
Fight for tht poor widow. kirk, that poor miſerable; harlet } 
Alas that my Daher hath put to the door my poor harlot Mo- 
Sher! Oh far that cloud of black wrath, and fury of the in- 
atpration of 415 Lorg, that is hanging oy the Land. Sir, 
Miite to me, eech you: / alſo, be kind to 
afflicted brother. Remember my 2 your wife : and 5 
prayer and bleſſing of the as of Chrift be on you. Fre- 
2 your meetings for prayer and r ee Tore 
would be ſweet ene, W $72 Atte 4 


| * Lee, 16. Febr. 1 35 Tours i in Sie ſweet Lord 
* 7 = 2 1907-; . + 7 ja © Feſus, S. | 
72 ROBERT GOLD ON a ini 
* 4 4. 122 2 ie 
My e Benthes, t gen ire A , 


822 jercy,and.. peace be multiplied upon yh : I 20 
naſt wearing, yea.' wondring,: that ye write w 
dv me z though 1 know 410 not 1 Ag for mꝗ]πq |, 


1 1s. ſelf, 


CY 4 


4 
. 
<a 
am 
” 


my 
ſelf, f 
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Epil. 8 LETTERS 145 
I. 
25 pier wich Chriſt, bur it was 


- 


ht by me; and unlaw- 
better than his faithful promiſe: et he hath in patience 
2oaited. vn, White I he come to my ſelf, and hath not taken 
advantage of my weak apprehenſions of his goodneſs : Great 


ind hoby-is«his Name: Ile looketh to what deſire to be: | 


and not to ht I am. One thing I have learned, if I hat 

* been in Chriſt, by way of altheſion only, as many branches 
are, I ſhould have been burnt to aſhes, and this werd ſhow 
haye ſeen a ſuffering miniſter of Chriſt turned (of ſomething 
ance in ſhew) into-unſayoury ſalt. But my Lord Jeſus had 4 
good eye; that the tempter ſhould not play foul play, and blow 
out Chriſt's eandle: He took no thought of my Stomach, 


and fretting and grudging humour, but of his ow? graces © 
— beak he faved his own e Ide 4H 


when he burnt the | 
lieve, the Devil, and the p ng world, ſhall rœn p nd 


fruit of me, but burnt aſhes: for he will ſee to his 6wh Gold; MU 


and-ave tha from being conſumed wich the fir. "O what. 
owe | to the file, to the AC 
Jeſus ' BO hath now let me ſee how good the wheat 
is, that goeth through his miland his oyen, to be made bread”: 
for his own table: Grace tried is better than grace; and it is 


more than grace, it is glory in its infancy. I now ee, godli- h 
neſs is more than the outſide and this world's paſſments and'- · | 


their buskings: Who knoweth the truth of grace without # 
trial? O how little getteth Chriſt of us, but that which he 
winneth (to ſpeak ſo) with much toil and pains! And how 
ſoon would faith freeze withaut a crols? How many dumb” 
croſſes have been laid upon my back, that had never a tongue 
to ſpeak the ſweetneſs of Chrſſt, as this hath 2? When Chriſt 
bleffeth his own crofſes-with a tgngue;they breathe out Chriſt's 
love, wiſdom, Kindneſs, and care bf us... Why ſhould 1 ſtart 40 
the plough ot my Lord, that maketh deep furrows onmy foul 2 


T know he is no idle Husband, he purpoſeth a erop- O that ⁵ 


this-white withered ley ground were made fertile to bear a 
crop for him, by whom it is ſo painfully dreſſed; and that 
this OY Ong were broken up? Why was I Þ a fool} 
grieved, that he put his garland and: his roſe upon: my — 
the glory and honour of his faithful witneſſes? I deſire now-' 
_ remake no mo pleas with Chriſt: verily, he hath not put m 


* 2 * F TY ' bo , il 


Fo 


y to God: I was before 


ful; becauſe his whole providence was not yea" and nay to 
y.yee and nay, and becauſe I believed Chriſt's owtwart look iſ 


L \ 
j 

0 

oy 


mmer, to the furnace _ Bord | 


N. Retherfoor bs * Epi: 


—— ſent me to a 


e of wine, to 


5 | ther, eat — 4 and give thanks : 1 charge — 
| ye to others, and invite. them-to me to praile, 
| Oh my debt of praile, how weighty is it, and bow far run 
o 5 ers would lend me to pay, and learn me to prai 
yment. * 1 — = —.— with-the 
2 1 1 nc, — —_ 
E al a ke 
tention. Write — * 3 C. I cannot for- 
get kim, I know not what God bath to do with him: And 
Ez anent my Pari s behaviour, and hoy they are 
in ne or if there be a miniſter as yet thruſt in 
h 1defire greatly ta know, and which I much 
* brother, ye are in my Heart, to live and to die 
— *. Viſit me with a Letter ;- pray for me : Remem- 
ber my love to your Wife. Grace, grace be with you: And 
God, who heareth prayer, viſit you, 2s HE 
| e to the 8 of 


Aberd. Jan. Tour own Brother and drifts 
* 1637. 2 3-31.02 —— S. R. 
5 E my welbeloved and reverend Brother, Mr. Robert Bar. 


Reverend and dearly beloved . | wo 
. , mercy and N God our Father, and from 


yd — tag ye be in heavineſs for a ſeaſon, a 


| — 2 le, whole God is the Lord, ſheuld move you: 
= . not, but ye have cauſe to enquire, what his provi- 
dence ſpeaketh in this to you; but God's directin cum- 
— — by no good Logick, be cone from d- 
providence. The Land ſent Paul many errands, 


N. 


: 
1 Lord Jeſus, take: my — 


our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, be to you: It is no great w 
J g wendy 
s will, in crofling your deſign and deſires to dwell + 


| 3 of his zee, where he found Hors in dis 


* * * } 
4 


5 
I 


, 


red IY Bhi mane ds .- won Malo =» Avwos lb © » toon anno eros. af ron de. mnt od. 


beilt an LETT ERS. |} 
way? R A 
yet many y Nations ia the way fighting againſt, —— 1 
kill chem, who had the- Promiſe, or to keep them from pol 
2 Which the Lord their God had gines 
have moſt to do with ſubmiſſion of ſpirit 3 
N ade my fel ye have learned in . 
Lows 2 — therein to be content, and to e l 


the ade Zend, lar it be done... 222 the 


8 


2 
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* 


San Ted 


phts. 

the is running © 

o oldiers — pay, — 

be⸗ ro go tothe wy ich — 3 

vith eer of the Lord, and am God, 

con- 5. 2 ir in bes 

for- ˖ Jo K. 36. Tbe — done 

ar þ 4 2 

2 lovers, all the 5 

tin I Caldes, ſhall: botd, Jak 

uch mate ſeruſalem 4 ing to a the People abt, ben 

die they Te n the Rory et epi — Jerufle. 

ma v. 3. And in that day, I will make * 

Aud fer all people; they that burden themſelves with 1 [be broe 

1 ken in pieces, though all the People the earth be gathered a- 

2 gainſt it. When they have eaten and ſwallowed as” Kev i 

ift's ſhall be ſick, and vomit us out living men again = 
; vit's tomack cannoe digeſt-the Church of Got 8 

2 the other half of our Miniſtry, howbeit the hardeſt +" For 6 


would be content, our King ſeſus would make an pen pro-— 
elamation, a ß and cry up joy 1 
eaſe, honour and : but it muſt not be lo; through many 
aſlidieug we muſt enter into the Ki dm of God: 2. 
them, but throagb them — go: And wiles will not 
take us by the croſs: I is folly — ſteal t heaven 
with a whole skin. For my ſelf, Tam here 2 priſoner,” con- 
fined in Aberdeen, threatned to be removed to Caithneſs, be- 
cauſe I defire to ediſie in this Town; and 1 
preached againſt in the Pulpits, in my hearing 
ted with — ——— ths Dadra, cet by 
Vet I am not aſhamed of my Lord Jeſus his gar | 
{would not — my 2 with the Fourteen Prelates '" 


— 


. . 
* 2 
1 
a 


1 


5 He 5 2 E RaIRr”' 7 
$56 - Mr/Ratherfoords Epiſt. f 
their painted laughter. At my firſt coming here, / took the 
derts at Chriſt, and would forlooth ſurgmon him for uind 
- neſs I ſoughe a plea of my Lord, and was tofled with challen- 
ges, whether he loved me or not? and diſputed all over again 
chat he had done to me; becauſe bis word was a fire ſhut up is 
i bowels, and I was weary with forbearing; becaule I laid, 
I Twas eaſt out of the Lord's inheritant#: - But now. ſee, [ 
= was a'fod! : My Lord \migkerit all, and did bear with my 
= fooliſh jealouſies, and migkent that ever I wronged his love; 
aud riow he is come ag lin with mercy under his Wings. pal 
= from my'[ O-witleſs fuinmons : Te is God [I 1 
* 7imman Now it hath pleaſed him to“ renew his love to 
my Soul, and to dawt his poor Priſoner. Therefore, my deat 
Brot ber, belp me to praiſe, and ſhew the Lord's people with 
Fou, what be hath done to my Soul, that they may pray and 
praiſe: And I charge you, in the name of Chriſt not to o- 
mit it; for, for this cauſe I write to you, that my Suſſe ring: 
may. glorifie my royal King, and edifie his Church in H eland. 
He knoueth how one of Chriſt's love - ooals hath bur nt my 
ſoul, wich a deſire; to\kave my bonds to preach his glory, 
Whoſe eroſs 7 now. Bear. God forgive you, if ye do it not 
E the Lord will move your. heart, to proclaim in 
my behalf, the ſweetneſz, exeellency and lory of my royal 
| Hang Ir is but our ſoft; fleſh that hath raiſed 2 ſlander on the 
croſs of Chriſt ; I ſee now the white fide ofvit : My Lord's 
chains are all over guilded. O if Scotland and Treland* had 
art of my feaſt ! And yet I get not my meat but with many 
rokes There are none here, to whom I can ſpeak; I dwell 
: 5 Kedar's tents, Refreſh me with a letter from you: For, 
know what is betwixt Chriſt and me. Dear Brother, 74 
my Salvation, this is his Truth that we Tuffer for:  Chrift 
would not-feal a "yr Charter to ſouls. Courage, courage, 
I 30s joy for evermore O joy unſpeakable and _ glorious! 
Oh for help to ſet my crowned K ing on high! O for love to 
him, who is altogether lovely! That love which many wa- 
ters cannot quench, neither can the floods drown! I remem- 
ber you, and bear your name on my breaſt to Chriſt: I be- 
eech you, forget not his afflicted priſoner. Grace, mercy and 
peace be with you. Salute in the Lord from me, Mr. Cunin- 
gbame, Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Ridge, Mr. Cclwart, a; 
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Aber. Feb. 7. 1637. Tur Brother and fellow Priſancr, S. R. 
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F. JOHY KENNEDY Bae of Mr. 
- "Worthy and webe loved Brother, © 
Race, mercy and peace be unto you. I am yet waiting, 


my re-entry to my Lord's Houſe. Oh that I could hear the 

f.rfeiture of Chriſk (now out of his inherizance) gecalled and 
taken off, by opel Proch mation; and that Chriſt were reſto- 
red to be a Fecblder ud a lauded Heritor in Scotland; and 
that the courts fene the name of the baſtard Prelates, 

(their Gedfatheps t! Bailifft and Sheriffs) were cried 
down! Oh bow f | ::zht were it, to ſee all the tribes of 
the Lord in this la: king home again our baniſhed King, 
Chriſt, to his own auge, his ſanctuaty and throne f I ſhall 
think it m:rcy to my ſoul, if my faith ſhall out-watch All this 
winter- night, and not nod or dune, till my Lord's ſummer- 
day dawn upon me. It is muæh 1 faith and bope, in the ſad 


nights of our heavy trial, eſeape with a whole skin, and with- 


out crack or crook. I confeſs, — hath not reaſon to be 
eicher father or mother to it: (for unbeligf is always an irra- 
tional thing) but how can it be, but ſuch week eyes as ours 
muſt caſt water in a great ſmoke; or that a weak Head ſhould 
not turn giddy, when the water runneth deep and ſtrong ? Bug 
God be thanked, that Chriſt in his children can endure a Reef? 
and ftorm, howbeit ſoft nature wouſd fall down in pieces. Oh 
that Thad that confidence, as to reſt-on this, tho" he ſhould 
grind me into ſmall pewder, and bra me into duſt, and ſcat - 
ter the duſt to the four winds of heaven; That my Lord 
would gather up the powder, and make me up a new veſſel 


' # 3 f 
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J what our Lore will do cor his afflied Church, and ff 
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=”. .- Rutherfoort's* Brig | f 
Eee the and th utmoſt border of the higheſt heaven, 
ppoſe ten thouland heavens 9 But 
oh have nothing that can hire ot bud grace ; for Fw 

© would take hire, it were no morę grace: but all our , 
Ae aden L anchored and 4 
free grace; and / am ſure, Chriſt hath by his death and blood 
caſten the knot ſo faſt, that the fog of dell” ans bell falt 
of fins cannot looſe it: And that bond of tin (that never 
yet was, nor never ſhall, nor can be ted) ſtandeth fy. 
rer than heaven or the days of heaven, N that nfo wi Vaan 
_ the coverant, whereupon we all hang Chet | 
De b d, G, 2 him we 


to make men e ee ee c N 
| put created ftrength, and arms, and lege of of clay, 
| play, and. out of »ff Mee and court : A 
abſtituted in our room, and accepted his Son the 
tor for. us, and all that we can make. FG ms gre 
1 would have skinked over and forgone in f | 
and ſalvation, for a br of dead 
9 ning e th fo It gag. tov), more than 7 ca 
: trul are vols, and ignorant Chriſt's 
8 225 (and fo full Al trained and tutored) who tell heaven 
| Hee the Celle oyer the board, for two. feathers, of two freed of 


leaſures, only luſtred in the outer · ſide- 


inted 
4 wa! now, that our reckonings be old? ws kate? 
| Brernity ſhall . upon us, cannot be told; w gs 


far gainers, and ſo far from being ſuperexpended (as che 

| fools of this world are, who give / out their © and. get 15 
Aa that angels cannot lay our counts, 

e and in- comes. Who e how far 
f our Chrift, N 
eigbed Chriſt in a pair 


2 ils a a0 ke ie wa? Oh, Lie 3-bevrg 

time's 5 5 work of creation diflolye! 

SY #t the coming of ous Lord! Now to bis grace I recom 

17 Ea. n good wil to me 1 
d's Houle, if it be bis good will. 

IRS 2697 eee, eee 8 
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bt WT LETTERS. 
ba To ELISABETH KENNEDY: :, e 


: Ae „ Y 9 4 
6 ave 2 3s 
on L g to you, but 7 have been hihdred. 1 
2 e, that ye would mind your Country, and con-H 
Ver oder to Eu habe yoo ſetteth its face; for all come not 
fn BW home at night, who ſuppoſe they have fer their face heaven = | 
rof ward: it is a woful thing to die. and miſs heaven, and to loſe © | 
houſe room with Chrift at night; it is an evil journey where 1 
| 

if 


travellers are benighted in the fields. 7 Mr my Veel, * 
nds wr — r 5 19-7 udp their hope 
cauſe they caſt their anchor in linking they m 
Till now F F knew not the patn, labour, Big > wr harp has 
there is to win home; nor did I underſtand ſo well, * 
this, what that meaneth, The righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved. 
Oh how many a poor profeſſor's candle is blown out, and ne- 
ver lighted again! I ſee, ordinary profeſſion, and to be ranked 
amongſt the children of God, and to have a vame among men, 
is now thought good: enough to carfy profeſſors to heaven; 
but certainly, a name is but a name, and will never bide a 
blaſt of God's ſtorms I counſel you, not to give your Soul or 
Chriſt reſt, nor your eyes'ſleep, till ye have gotten ſomething 
that will bide the fire, and ſtand out the ſtorm, I am ſure, 


SLTESMSEESS 


ren If if my one foot were in heaven, and they he would ſay, Fend 

s.of Wn #6 ff, I will bold my grips of thee no lenger; 1 ſhould go 

fide. no further, but panty fall down in as many pieces of dead 

ben I nature. They are happy for evermore, who are over head and 

e ears in the long of Ci and know no ſickneſs, but lore- 
poor  fickneſs for Chriſt ; and feel no pain, but the pain of an @bſent 
et in and bidder Welbeloved. We run our ſouls out of breath, ant 


tire them in courfing and galloping after our own night-dreams 4 
(ſuch are s of our 3 hearts) to get ſome 
ereated good t in this life, and on this fide of death: We 
would fain ſtay, and ſpin out a heaven to our ſelves, in tis 
lide of the water ; but ſorrow, want, changes, croſſes and 750 4 
are both woef and w „in that - Jha web. O how fac 

and dear are theſe thoughts that are {till apon tbe things 
ere*above! And bow happy are they, who are longing wh a 
little ſand in their glaſs, and to have time's tread cut, and can 
cry to Chriſt, Zork Feſus, baut wer, come and 1 the 41. 8 
Y paſſenger ! 1 wiſh our wert more . 


Al 


» F 


2 
P d 
1 


4 


— 


* * ** , - — 
l wo * 
x a ; - 
: es. 
| - * 
— « - 
- — 
- . 


the Flower of all fiwers is Chriſt. O why do we ? 
to that lovely One Alas that there is ſuch ſcarcity o love nd 
wovers of Chrilt, amongſt us all! H, fy upon us, who love 
fur things, as fair gold, fair houles, fair lands, fair pleaſures, 
fair honours and fair perſons; and do PE and melt away, 
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many fair fowers, but the faireſt of them all is Heaven, and 


with love to Chriſt ! O would to God, d-more love F-4 


his lakes O for as much love, as would. lie betwizt me and 


2 


1 


out the earth, and over the heaven, yea, the heaven of hea- 
ds, and ten thouſand worlds, that I might let all out upon 
fair, fair, only fair Chriſt ! But alas I have nothing for him; 
yet he hath much for me: it is no gain to Chriſt, tft he get- 
teth my little feckleſs ſpan-length and hand-breadth of love. 


If men would have n do with their hearts and their 


thoughts, that are always rolling ap and down, like men wit 

gars in a boat, after ſinful vanities, they SR great and 
fweet employment to their thoughts upon Chrilt : it thoſe jrs- 
thy, flutuating and reſtleſs hearts of ours would come all & 
bout Chriſt, and look into his love, to bottaguleſs love, to the 


depth of mercy, to the unſearchable riches of. his grace, to 
. Enquire after and ſcarch into the beauty of God in Chriſt; 
* ey would be {wallowed up in the depth and height, length 
an 


tains, and look into the inner ſide of the ark, and behold how 


breadth of his goodneſs. Oh if men would draw, the cur- 


the Fuln:ſs of the Godhead dwelleth in him bodily ! O, who 


would not fay, Let me die, let me die ten times, to ſee 4 


fight of him! Ten thouſand deaths were no $7eat rice to 
give for him. I am ſure, ſick, fainting love would heighten the 


market, and raiſe the price to the double for him. But alas, 
if men and angels were rouped ang ſold at the deareſt gxice, 


they would not all buy a pight*s love, or à four and twenty, 


hours fight of Chriſt : O how happy are tha v ho get Chrilt 


for nothing! God ſend me no more for my part of paradiſe, 
but Chriſt; and ſurely I were rich enough, and as web bea- 


ven d as the beſt of them, if Chriſt were n Heaven. I can 
write no better thing to you; than to defire-you, if ever 5e 
laid Chriſt in a count, ta take him up, and count ever again; 


and weigh him again and again; And after this, have no other 
to court your loye, and to woo your ſoul's delight, but Crit 
ms pill be fours! worthy of all you loves it it ws 
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— 
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made 


+ they are upon our country. O but heaven 228 Im 
422 off, to thole Aha hebe Fpiritual fmelling! Cd bach nag 


t fler ; 


heaven, for his ſake O for as much love, as would. go round 
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ſwell upon yo from the earth to the up 
heaven of 
mend you. 


K.K. 


| Brother's fair Kingdom, and when our hea 
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161 


heavens. To our Lord. Jeſus and his love. L cams 
Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


4 ws 


- Aberd. 1637- | 
f. JONET KENNEDY. 
Miftreſt, _ | | 


3 


3 mercy and peace be unto you. Ve are not a little 
ob 


himſelf, and for the promiled inheritance, with the ſaints in 
light, from this cendemned and guilty world. Hold faſt Chriſt, 

contend for him: it is a lawful plea to go to holding and draw- 
ing tor Chriſt; and it is not poſſible to keep DE Irs 
having once gotten him, except the Devil were It muſt 
be your reſolution, to ſet your face againſt Satan's northern 


tempeſts and ſtorms, for ſalvation: Nature would have heaven . 


come ſleeping to us in our beds. We would all bay Chriſt, 
to being we might make price our ſelves ; but Chriſt is worth 
more blood and lives, than either you or I have to 
When we ſhall eome home, and enter to the poſſeſſion of our 
ſhall find the _ 
weight of the eternal crown of glory, and when we ſhall look 
back to pains and ſufferings ; then ſhall we ſee life, and ſcr- 
rom, to be leſs than one ſtep or ſtride from a priſon to glory; 
and that our little inch of fime- ſuffering is not worthy of our 
firſt night's welcome-home to heaven. O what then will be 
the wezght of every one of Chriſt's kiſſes ! O how weigbty and 
of what worth ſhall every one of Chriſt's love-ſmiles be! O 
when once he fhall thruſt a wearied traveler's head betwixt . 
his blefſed breaſts, the poor ſoul ſhall think one kiſs of Chrift 
hath fully paid home forty or fifty years wet feet, and all its 
fore hearts and light ſufferings, it had in following after Chriſt ? 
O thrice blinded ſouls, whoſe hearts are charmed and bewitch+ 


ed with dreams, ſbadoms, feckleſs things, night-vanities and 


n:ght-fancies of a miſerable life of ſin. Shame on us, who 
fit til} fettered with the love and liking of the loan of a piece 
of dead clay. O poor fools,. who are beguiled with painted 
things, and this world's fair weather and ſmooth promiſes, and 
rotten wor m-eaten hopes! May not the devil laugh, to ſee us 
give out our ſu¹s, and get in but corrupt and counterfeit plea» 
ſures of ſin? O for a ſight of Eternity's glory, and a litthe ta- 
ſing of the Lanrh's n Falk a draught or a 


permoſt circle of 'the . 


iged to his rich grace, who hath ſeparate Jo for 


give him. 


drop 
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62 Mr. Ratherfoord's. 
op of the wine of con(. lations, that is up in our ing 
. boo, out of c own hand, would make a avs. 
lothe the brown bread and the ſowre drink of a miſerable life, 
O how far are we bereft of wit, to chaſe and hunt and run, 
till our ſouls be out of breath, after a condemned happineſs of 
our own making! And do we not ſit far in our own light, to 
make it a matter of bairns-play, to skink and drink over para- 

diſe, and the heaven that Chriſt did ſweat tor, even tor a 
blaſt of ſinoke, and for Eſau's morning-breakfaſt ?. O that we 
were out of our felyes, and dead to ths world, and this world 
dead and crucified tus! And when we ſhould be cloſe out of 


then Chriſt would win and c nquer to himſelf a lodging in the 
#nmsſt yolk of our heart; then Chriſt ſhou'd be our e 
- and our morning-ſong; then the very n6ile and din of our 
Welbelcyed's feet, when he cometh, and his firſt knock or ra 

at the door, ſhould be as the news of two heavens to us. O 

that our eyes and our ſuls ſmelling ſhould go after a blaſted 
and ſun-burnt fi wer, even this fair plaiſtered out-fided world; 
and then we have neither eye nor ſmell ior the Flower of Jeſſe, 
for that Plant of Renown, for Chriſt, the choiceſt, the faireſt, 
the ſweetcit Roſe that ever God planted ! O let {ome of us die 


to feel the ſmell of him, and let my part of this rotten world 


be forfeited and fold for evermore, providing I may anchor 
my tottering ſoul upon Chriſt ' | know it is iometimes at this, 
Lord, what wilt thou have for Chriſt? But, O Lord, canff 
thou be budded cr prepined with any gift for Chriſt ? O Lord, 
can Chriſt be ſold? Ur rather, may not a poor ſinner have 
bim for nothing ? If I can get no mere, O let me be pained to 
all eternity with longing for him. The joy of hungring for 
Chriſt, ſhould be my heaven for evermore. Alas that I can- 
not draw ſouls and Chriſt together! But I deſire the com 
of his Kingdom, and that Chriſt (as I afluredly hope he ſhall) 
would come upon withered Scotland, as rain upon the nen- 
mown graſs. O let the King come! O let his Kingdom come 
Q let their eyes rot in their eye-boles, who will not receive 
him home again to reign and rule in Scotland! Grace, grace 
de with you. 5 1 
Aberdeen, 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lo Jeſu 


aft: 90; 


love and conceit of any mask:d and fairded lover whatſoever, 
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Tv bis reverend and dear Brother her, Mr. David Dickſon, 


Reverend and deareſt Brother, 5 — 3 4x1 * 
7 Hat joy have I out of heayen's gates, but that my. 
Lord ſeſus be glorified in nn bonds? Bleſſed be ye- 
of the Lord, who contribute any thing to my obliged and in+ 
debted praiſes. Dear Brother, * me a paor dy uvour to pay, 
the intereſt, for I cannot come nigh to render the principal. 
It is not jeſt nor ſport, which maketh me to ſpeak and write 
as I do: I never before came to that nick or ꝓiteh of, commu - 
nion with Chriſt, that I have now attained unto. For my con-- 
firmation, I have been theſe two Sabbaths or three in private: 
taking inſtruments in the name of God, that my Lord ſeſus 
and | have kiſſed each other in Aberdeen, the houſe of my pil-, | 
grimage. L ſeek not an apple to play me with, he, Knoweth / 
whom [ ſerve in the Spirit, but a ſeal; I but beg earneſt, and 
and am content to ſuſpend and friſt glos y while ſupper· time L 
know this world will not laſt with me; for my moon-ligbi is 
non · day light, and my four-bours above my feafts, when L 
was a preacher; at which times alſo, I was embraced” very 
| often in his arms: But who can blame Chriſt to take me on: 
behind him (if. I may ſay fo) on his white horſe; or in his 
chariot paved with love, through a water? Will not a. Father 
take his little Aawted Dgvig in his arms, and carry him over 
a ditch or a mire? My ſhort legs could not ſtep over this faire; 
or ſinking mire; and therefore my Lord Jeſus will bear me: | 
thorow. If a change come, and a dark day, ſo being that he 
will keep my faith without flaw or crack, I dare not blame 
him, howbeit I get no more while I come to heaven: But ye: 
know, the phy ſick behoved to have ſugar ;.my faith was fallen 
e/woon, and Chriſt but held up a ſwooning man's head. In- 
deed I prey not for a dawted bairn's diet; he knoweth, I. 
would have Chriſt ſowre or ſweet; any way, ſo being it be 
Chriſt indeed: I ſtand not now upon paired apples, or ſuga- 
red diſhes; but I cannot blame him to give, I muſt gape and 
make a wide mouth. Since Chriſt will not pantry-up Joys, he 
muſt be welcome, who will not bide- away: I ſeek no other 
fruit, but that- he may be glorified ; he knoweth, I would 
take hard fare to have his name ſet on high. I bleſs.you for your 
counſel :, I hope to live . faitb, and ſwim without a ma or. 
bundle of joyful ſenſe under my chin at leaſt to venture, al 
beit 7 ſhould be ducked: * calc, I think the C 
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9 I ſee, if Chriſt but ride upon a worm, or a feather, his horſe 


164 Mr. Rutherfoords Fpift. 92 
ci! ſhould be eſſayed, and the event referred to God: Duties 
are ours, and events are God's. I ſhall go through yours up- 
on the Covenant at leiſure, and write to you my mind there- | 
anent ; and anent the Arminian Contract betwixt the Father 

and the Son. l beſeech you, ſet to, to go through Scripture. 
Yours on the Hebrews is in great requeſt with all, who would 
be acquaint with Chri/?'s Teſtament. I purpoſe (God willing) 
to ſet about H:ſea, and to try if I can get it to the preſs here. 

It refreſheth me much, that ye are ſo kind to my brother; 1 
bope your counſ-1 ſhall do him good; I recommend him to 
ou, ſince I am ſo far from him. I am glad, that the dyi 
* — of God, famous and faithful Mr. Caning hame, ſeal 
your miniſtry before he fell aſleep. Grace, grace de with yu. 
Aberd. March 7.1637. Tours in hj ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


' To the much bonzured, WILLIAM RIGG of Athernie, 
Much honoured Sir, | 


JRace, mercy and peace be to you. I received your long- 
looked: for and ſhort letter; 1 would ye had ſpoke more 

to me, who ſtand in need. I find Chriſt, as ye write, ay the 
longer the better, and therefore cannot but rejoice in his Salva- 
tien, who hath made my chains my wings, and hath made me 

; a king over my croſſes, and over my adverſaries : Glory, glo- 
ry, glory to his high, high and holy Name; not one ounce, 
not one grain-weight more is laid on me, than he hath enabled 
me to bear: and I am not ſo much wearied to ſuffer, as Zion's 
haters are to perſecute. Oh if I could find a way, in any 
mealure, to ſtrive to be even with Chriſt's love! but that 1 
muſt give over. Oh who would help a dyvour to pay praiſes 
to the King of Saints, who triumpheth in his weak ſervants ! 


. will neither ſtumble nar fall; The worm Jacob is made by 
him, a new ſharp threſhing inſtrument having teeth, to- thre 
the mountains, and beat them ſmall, and to make the hills as 
chaff, and to fan them, ſo as the wind ſhall carry th:m away, 
the whirlwind; hall ſcatter them, Wa. xli. 14, 15, 16. 
Chriſt's enemies areÞut breaking their own heads in pieces 
ho the Rock laid in Zion, and the Stone is not removed out 
of its place: Faith hath cauſe to take courage, from our very 
afflitions; the devil is but a whet-ſtone, to ſharpen the faith 
and patience of the ſaints; I know, he but heweth and poli. 
= thetl ſtones, all this time, for the pew Jeruſalem. But = 
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my Lord to turn my mocn-· light into day-light. Firſt, He hath. * |} 
yoked me to work, to wreſtle with Chrift's love of longing, 


ſertion; for I have not himſelf (whom if I had, my love»: 


UCF ARS muy Rt STE 


| have: So unable am 7 to go, but by a hold. [could (with, 


— __ ; a * "wy \ joe - * 
: - * 4 5 . | 8 of - 4 * Fa . * A | 
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this, three things have much moved me, ſince it hath + If 


wherewith I am ſick, pained, fainting, and like to die, be- 
cauſe I cannot get himlelf, which I think a ſtrange ſort of, de- 


ſickneſs would cool, and my fever go away; at leaſt, I ſhould. 
know the heat of the fire of complacency, which would c 
the ſcorching heat of the fire of deſire) and yet I have no pe- 

nury of his love ; and fo I dwine, I-die, and he ſeemeth nor 
to rue on me, I take inſtruments in his hand, that I would 
have him, but 7 cannot get him; and my beſt. cheer is black, | 
bunger : I bleſs him for that feaſt. Secondly, Old challenges 
now and then revive, and caſt all down; I go halting and 
ſighing, fearing, there be an unſeen proceſs, yet 2 outs 
and that heavier than I can anſwer. 7 cannot read diſtinaly. 
my Surcty's act of cautiopry, for me in particular, and my 

diſcharge z and ſenſe rather than faith aſſureth me of what 


reverence of my Lord) forgive Chriſt; if he would give me 
as much faith, as I have hunger for him. I hope, the par: 
don is now obtained, but the peace is not ſure to me, as ' 
would wiſh: Yet, one thing I know, there is not a way.to 
heaven, but the way he hath graced ine to profeſs and ſuffer 
for. Thirdly, Wo, wo is me for the Virgin-daughter of Sei 
land, and for the fearful deſolation, and wrath-appoinged ' 
this Land; and yet all are ſleeping, eating and drinking, 
laughing and — as if all were well. Gh our dim gold, 
our dumb, blind paſtors, the ſun is gone down upon them, 
and our nobles bid Chriſt fend for h:mſelf;If_he beGhrift : 
it were good, we ſhould learn in time the way to our ſtrong 
bold. Sir, howbeit not -acquainted, remember my 0 
your wife. pray God eſtabliſh uu. 
Aberd. Marc 9, 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
To IOHN EWART Baillie of Kirkcudbright. 
My very worthy and dear friend, „ 
1 but molt kindly thank you, for the expreſſions of 
your love: Your love and reſpect to me is'a great comfort 
to me. I bleſs his high and glorious Name, that the terrors 
of great men have not affrighted me- from open groucting 


1 


of the Son of God; nay, his croſs is the ſweeteſt burden that 
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166 Mr.  Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 94, 
&yer I bare; it is ſuch a burden, as wings are to à bird, ot 
ſails to a ſhip, to carry me forward to my harbour. 7 have 
not much cauſe to fall in love with the world; but rather to 
wiſh that he ho fitteth upon the floods, would bring my 
broken ſhip to land, and keep my conſcience ſafe, in theſe dan- © 
gerous times: For wrath from the Lord is coming on this ſin · 
tal Land. It were good, that we 1 of hope knew of our 
ſtrong hold to run to, before ſtorm come on: Therefore, 


of his Spirit, by the Blood of your Saviour, and by your 
compearance before the ſin- revenging Judge of the world, 
Keep your garments clean, and ſtayd for the truth of Chrift, 
Which ye, profeſs. When the time ſhall come that your eye- 
Rings ſhall break, your face wax pale, your hreath grow 
cold, and. this houſe of clay ſhall totter, and your one foot 
Half be over the march, in eternity; it ſhall be your comfort 
and 22 that ye gave your name to Chriſt, The greateſt 
of the world think heaven at the. next door, and that Chri- 
ſtianity-is an eaſie task; but they will be beguiled.. Worthy 
Ei, I beſeech you make ſure work of ſalvation : I have found 
by 2 that all I could do, hath had much ado, in the 
Nay ot my trial and therefore lay up a ſure foundation for the 
time to come. I cannot requite you, for your undeſeryed 
fxours to me and my now aftlieeed brother; but 7truſt to re- 
-— ti to God: Remember me heartily to your kind 
„ „ Li tabs es e 
i * Aberd. March 13. _ Tours in his only Lord 
3044 1037; Ja.eſu, S. R. 
. — 
29 40 Froveſt 0 | e 
e ion os he de 
Race,: mercy-and peace be to you: I am vbliged to your 
AF clove in God: I beſcech yon, S, let nothing be ſo dear 
do vou, as; Chriſt's truth; for ſalvation is worth all the world; 
und therefore be not afraid of men; that ſhall die: The Lord 
Thalt do for yon in your ſuffering for him, and ſhall bleſs your - 
| houſe. and ſeed; and ye have God's promiſe, that ye ſhall 
Aavehis: preſence in fire, water, and in ſeven tribulations. 
Jour day will wear to an end, and. your ſun go down: In 
death it will be your joy, that ye have ventured all ye have 
for Chriſt ; and there is not a promiſe of heaven made, but to 
do ſuch, as are willing to ſuffer for it: It is. a caſtle taken by 
foreg. This earth is but theelay-portion of baſtards rene 
| TOY | | 4k . „ ores 
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2 nights, with the court, honour, and 


fore, no wonfler the world {mile on its own; but better things : 
* up for his 'aw.ully begotten bairns, whom the world hat- 
: I have experience to ſpeak this; for 1 would not exchan ge. 


verſaries: Ra guru 2 ed to make many un- 
Cs fend h upon me, to provide cn rg for 2 
me; and he if vieh ſoul with feaſts of ſpi | 
comforts- O how ſweet a Maſter is Chr-ſt! Bleſſed are they |} 
who lay dow i all for him. I thank you kindly for your pd 
to my diſtreſſed brother. Ye have the bleſfing and prayers af 
the priſoner of Chriſt to you, your wife and children. Re- 

to William and Samuel: I de- 
{cek the Lord, and fear his grea 
Name, to pray twice a-day ( at leaſt ) to God, 7 — *1 
God's Word; to keep themſelves from curſing, 

talking. Now the only wiſe God, rand the fe Fi 


filthy 
Sen of God be with you all. 
Aberd. March 9 Tours in his ſweet Zerd 
1637. n PE» S. R. 
To the — . mu ALBA, 


| | uch honoure Bob | 
. ALEXANDER COLVI LL Bu. & 
© Much honoured Sir, ag The 

ce, mercy peace be to you : 13 . 
M. R. F. is moſt kind to me; i defire you to thank him: 


Fut none is ſo kind as my only royat af Hingand Maſter, whoſe 


eroſs is my garland : The: with bis | 
and his (pikenard caſteth a ſmell ; Hoke hath led me up to fuch , 
2 pitch and, — of j oh ful communion with himſelf, &T never 
knew before: look back to by-gones, I judge my ſelf 
r at A, B, C, with Chriſt. orthy Sir, 
pardon me, I dare not conceal it fromyou, it is as a fire 1 
my bowels : In his preſence,” who ſeeth me, I ſpeak it, I am 
pained, pained with the love of Chriſt; he hath made me 
ſick, and wounded me : Hunger for Chriſt out-runneth faith 
I mils faith more than love. O if the three Kingdoms w 
come and fee! O if they knew his kindneſs to my ſoul! It 
bath pleaſed him to bring me to this, that I will ive 
ſails to this world, nor flatter it, nor adore this cla 
that fools worſhip : As I am now diſpoſed, I think 1 mils 
ther borrow nor lend with it; and yet I get n ary 2 
nme 5 
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468 Mtr. Rurberaords FEpiſt. 96. 
; Eaſten down. My dumb Sabbaths burden my heart, and 
make it bleed: I want not fearful challenges, and jealouſies, 
ſometimes. of Chriſt's love, that he hath caſten me over the 
dike of the Vineyard, as a dry tree: But this is my inſirmi- 
ty; by nis grace I take my ſelf in theſe ravings: Jt is kindly 
bar Eith and love both be ſick, and fevers are kindly to moſt 


Joyful communion with Chriſt, Ye are bleſſed, Who àavouch 
Chriſt openly before the Prince of this Kingdom, whoſe eyes 
are upon you: It is your glory to lift him up on his throne; 
to carry his train, and bear up the hem of his robe royal: He 
Kath an hiding-place for M. A. C. againſt the ſtorm: Go on, 
__ and fear not what man can do. The ſaints ſeem to bayerthe 
Worſt of it, (for apprehenſions can make a lie of Chriſt and of 
Bis love) but it is not ſo: Providence is not rolled upon un- 
emqual and crooked wheels : All things work together for the 
god of thoſe who love God, and are called accerding to bis 
_ Purpoſe. Ere it be long, we ſhalHeg the white ſide of God's 
Providence. My brother's caſe hath. moved me nat alittle : 
HFle rote to me your care and kindneſs. Sir, The priſoner's 
Þbleflings and prayers, I truſt, ſhall not. go by you. He that is 
able to keep you; and to preſent you before the preſence of 
his 9 7 wzth joy, eſtabliſh, your heart in the love of Chriſt. 
erd. 19. Feb. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
* * * 23 2 — 


Je EARLSIO UN, gaungerr. 
7 — 44 Brother, lern 5.1 3.1 IJ 
= - mercy and peace be to you: I reeeived your letter, 
_ G which 5 ſoul. 1 thank God, the court is 
| 'cloled, I think ſhame of my part of it: I paſs now from my 
| unjuſt ſummons of unkindneſs, libelled againſt Chriſt; my 
| Lord He is not ſuch a Lord and Maſter as I took him to be; 
yerily, he is God, and I am duſt and aſhes: I took Chriſt's 
glooms to be as good as Scripture ſpeaking wrath ; but I have 
en the other ſide. of Chriſt, and the White fide of his croſs 
now. I behoved to come to Aberdesn, to learn a new my- 
ſtery of Chriſt, that his promit is better to believed, than 
His looks; and that the devil can cauſe Chriſt's glooms pack 
Alie to a weak man. Nay, verily I was a child beſpre, all by- 
Zepes are but bairns-play : I would: I could begin to be 4 
Chriſtian in ſad earneſt. I need not blame Chriſt, if I be not 
dene; for he hath ſhewed me heaven and hell in Aberdeen: 
But the truth is, for all my ſorrow, Chriſt is nothing in my 


t bt; tor comforts have refreſhed my ſoul: I have heagd: 68 
| - : | — ” a Sen WI 
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ſeen him in his ſweetneſs, ſa, as I am almoft ſaying, it is 
not he that I was wont to meet yith ; he laugheth more chear- 
fully, his kiſſes are more ſweet and ſoul-retreſhing,”than the 
kiſſes of the Chriſt I ſa before, were; (though he be the lame}: | 
or rather, the King hath led me up to a meaſure df je and 
communion with my Bridegroom, that I never attained to 
before ; ſo that I often think, I will neither borrow nor lend 
with this world; Iwill not ſtrike fail to croſſes, nor flatter / 
them, to be quit of them, as 7 have done. Come all crofles, 
welcome, welcome! ſo I may get my heart full of my Lord 
Jeſus. I have been ſo near him, as I have ſaid, I fake inſtru- 


may never forget this. Now, what can Chriſt do more to 
daiwt one of his poor priſoners ? Therefore, Sir, I charge you, 
in the Name 2 Lord Jeſus, praiſe with me, and ſhew | 
unto others what he hath done unto my ſoul. ' This id the 
fruit of my-ſutterings, that I deſire Chriff's Name may be 
ſpread abroad in this Kingdom, in my behalf. I hope in Gd 
not to ſlander him again; yet in this, I get not my feaſts with-  * 
out ſome mixture of gall ; neither am 7 free of old jealouſies 3 
| for he hath removed my lovers and friends far from me; he 
hath made my congregation deſolate; and taken aW] y my 
crown : and my dumb Sabbaths are like a ſtone tied to i birds 
foot, that wanteth not wings; they ſeem to hinder me te , 
were it not that I dare not ſay one word, but, Well dine, Lord 
Feſmws. We can in our proſperity ſport our ſelves, and be too 
bold with Chriſt ; yea, be that inſolent, as to chide with kim: 
but under the water we dare not fpeak. I wonder now bf mi 
ſometimes bold neſs, to chide and quarrel Chrift, to nickname 
Providence, when it Ttroaked me againſt the hair: but now * 
ſwimming in the waters, I think my will is fallen the 
ground of the water ; I have loſt it. I think I would fain ſet 
Chriſt alone, and give him leave to do with me what he plea- 
{eth, if he would ſmile upon me. Verily, 'we know not what” 
an evil it is, to {pill 1nd indulge our ſelves, and to make an 
idol of our will: I was once, I would not eat, except I had 
wailed meat; now dare not complain of crumbs and pair- 
ings under his table: I was once that I would make the Noor | 
ads, if I ſaw not the world carved, and ſet in order to m] 
liking ; now I am filent, when / ſee God hath ſet ſervants o 
horſe-back, and is fatsing and feeding the children of per- 
dition. I pray God, I never find my will again: Oh if Chriff 
would ſubject my will to his, and trample it under his _ 
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ments, this is the Lord; leave à token bebind thee} that I © 
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liberate me from that lawleſs Lord! Now, Sir, in your 
auth gather faſt ; your ſun will mount to the Meridian 
quickly; and thereafter decline : Be greedy of grace: Stud 

above any thing, my dear br tber, to mortifie your luſts, 0k 

but pride of youth, vanity, luſt, idolizing of the world, and 

ing pleaſures, take long time to root them out! As far 

as ye are advanced in the way to heaven, as near as ye are to 

- Chrift, as much progreſs as ye have made in the way of mor- 

tihcation, ye will find that ye are far behind, and have moſt 

| of your work before you. I never took it to be ſo hard, to be 

dead to my laſte and to this world: When the day of viſita 

tion eameth, and your ald idols come weeping about you, 

ye will have much ado not to break your heart; it is belt to 

give up in time with them, ſo as ye could at a call quit your 
port pf this world for a drink of water, or a thing o 2 
Verily, / have ſeen the beſt of this world, a motb- eaten, tbreed 
base :40at; I purpoſe to lay it aſide, being now hollie and 
old. O for my bouſe above, not made with hands! Pray for 
Chrift's- priſoner, and write to me. Remember my love to 
your Mother: Deſire her from me, to make for removing; 

the Lord's tide will not bide her; and to ſeek an heayenly | 

mind, that her heart may be often there. Grace be with you. 

- Hberd.. Feb. 20. 1637. Tours and Chriſt's priſoner, S. R. 
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raft -vY | 

dear Friend, | | ; | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I thank you moſt 
. - kindly for your care of me, and your love and reſpe- 
lf Quve: kindneſs to my Brotber in his diſtreſs : I pray the Lord, 
| ye may find mercy in the day of Chriſt 3 and | entreat you, 
cer, to conſider the times ye live in, and that your ſoul is of 
- - more warth to yon, than the whole world, which, in the day 
of the blowing of the laſt trumpet; ſhall lie in whete aſhes, as 
an old caſtle burnt to nothing: And remember, that judg- 
ment and eternity is before you. My dear and worthy Friend, 
Let me entreat you in Chriſt's Name, and by the ſalyationof 
your-ſoul, and by your compearance befare the dreadful and 
fin-revenging Judge of the world, make your accounts ready: 
read them ere ye come to the water-ſide z for your aftexaioon 
| will wear ſhort, and your ſun fall low and go down: and ye 
| Know, that this long time your Lord hath waited on you. 0 
| how comfortable à thing ſhall it be to you, when time ſhall be 
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| This earth is the portion of baſtards; ſeek the Son's inberi- 
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no more, and your ſou! ſhall depart out of the houſe of clay, 
to vaſt and endleſs eternity, to haye your oul drefled up, and 
ed for your Bridegroom! No loſs is rable to the 
s of the ſoul, there is no 4 regaining that loſs. O how 
joyful would my ſoul be, to „ that ye would ſtart to the 
gate, and contend for the Crown, and leave all vanities, and 
make Chriſt, your Garland! Let your ſoul put away your- 
old lovers, and let Chriſt have your whole love: I have fome 
experience to write of this to you, My Witnels is in heaven, I 
would not exchange my chains: and bonds for Chriſt, and my 
hs for ten worlds glory. I judge this clay-idol, that A- 
m's ſors are rouping and ſelling their ſouls for, not w 
2 drink of cold water. O if your ſoul were in my ſoul's ſte 
how ſick would ye be of love for that faireſt Ove, that faireſt 
among the ſons of men! May-flewers, and morning-vapeur, 
and ſummet - miſt poſteth not ſo faſt away, as theſe worm-caten 
pleaſures that we follow: We build caſtles in the air, and 
night · dreams are our daily idols, that We dote on: Salvati- 
on, ſalvation is our only One neceſſary thing. Sir 5 Call home 
5 thoughts to this work, to enquire for your Welbeloved: 


ce, and let Chriſt's truth he. dear to you... I pawn, mx 
alvation on it, that this is the hanour of Chriſt's kingdom, 
{ now ſuffer for, (and this werd, 1 hope, ſhall pot capes by- | 
tween me and my Garland) and that this is the way to. life. 
When ye. and I ſhall lie lumps of pale elay upon the cola 
ground, our pleaſures, that we now matt. we, ſhall be 
eſs than nothing, in that day. Dear Brother, fulfil my joy, 
and betake you to Chriſt, without further delay 5 ye will be 
fain at length to ſeek to him, ar do ihfinitely worle,, Remem- 
ber my loye to your wife. Grace be with ou. 
 Aberd. March 13. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S- R. 
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Welbeloved and dear Brother, Ip. WE HY 
{pax mercy and peace be to you: I thank you moſt kind - 
ß for your care and love to me, and in particular to, my 
Srether, in his diſtreſs in Edinburgh : Go on throu 
waters without wearying 3 your Guide knoweth the way, 
follow him, and caſt your cares and tentations upon him; 
and let not worms, the ſons of men, affright you; they ſhall þ- 
die, and the moth ſhall cat them: Keep your Garland; there 
Et. *, "'L 44 hed m4 . 2 8 * 8 we 15 


4 . 
: . 


Youg 


- 


” þ * 
Sr 1 E 


172 _ Mr. Rutherfoorfs FEpiſt. 99. 
ls no leſs at the ſtake, in this game betwixt us and the world, 
than our Conſcience and Salvation ;: we have need to take 
Heed to the game, and not to yield to them. Let them tale 
other things from us; but here, in matters of Conſcience, we 
maſt hold and draw with Kings, and ſet our ſelves in terms of 
oppoſition with the ſhi21ds of the earth. O the ſweet com; 
munion for eyermore, that hath been between Chriſt and his 
iſoner! He wearieth not to be kind: He is the faireſt fight 
Tee in Aberdeen, or any part that ever my feet were in. Re- 
member my hearty kindneſs to your wife; I defire her to be- 
| lieve, and lay her cares on UL and make faſt work of falys- 
tion. Grace be with you. P 
Aberd. March 13. 1637. Tours in his only Lord Feſus, S. R. 
1 — — — CO —ä—ͤ—ä — 
25 EAN BROWN. 
Pelbeloved and dear Siſter, Panne 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I received your letter, 
AF which Peſteem an evidence of your chriſtian affeMon to 
me, and of your love to my honourable Lord and Maſter. My 
'defire is, that your communion with Chriſt may grow, and 
that your reckonings may heput by-hand with your Lord, ere 
yr come to the water · ſide. O who knoweth how ſweet Chriſt's 
kiſſes arg ! who hath been more kindly embraced and kiſſed, 
than 1 his baniſhed priloner ? If the compariſon could ſtand, / 
Would not exchange Chriſt with heaven it ſelf: He hath left a 
dart and arrow of love in my ſoul, and it paineth me till he 
come and take ĩt out: I find pain of theſe wounds, becauſe J 
would have poſſeſſion. I know now, this worm-ecaten- apple, 
The plaiſteret retten World, that the filly children of this world 
are beating and buffeting, and pulling others ears for, is 4 
rtion for baſtards good enough; and that is all they have to 
k for. J offend not, that my adverſaries ſtay at home at 
their own fire-lide, with more yearly rent than J; ſhould] be 
angry, that the good- man of this houſe of the world caſteth 2 
dog 2 bone,' to hurt his teeth ? He hath taught me, to be 
content with a borrowed fire-ſide, and an uncouth bed: And 
1 think, I have loft nothing, the in-come is ſo great. O what 
telling is in Chriſt! O how weighty is my fair Garland, my 
Crown, my fair Supping-hall in glory, where I ſhall be above 
the blows and buffetings of Prelates | Let this be your deſire, 
and let your thoughts dwell much upon that bleſſedneſs, thit 
abideth you in the other world: The fair-ſide of the w_ 
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will be turned to you quickly, when ye ſnall ſee the crown. Z 
hope ye are near your lodging O but I would think my ſelf 
bleſſed, for my part, to win the houſe before the ſhower come 
on! For God hath a quiver full of arrows, to ſhoot at, and 
ſhower down upon Srotland. Ve have the 2 of a pri- 
ſoner of Chriſt. I deſire Patrickta give Chriſt. his young 
love, even the flower of it, ànd put it by all others: It were: 
good to ſtart ſoon to the way; he ſhould thereby have a great 
advantage in the evil day. Grace be with you.” + 
Aberd. March 7. 1637. Tours in his only Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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| To Mr. HN FERGUS HILL. 


Reverend and welbeloved in the Lord, pe 
Was refreſhed with your letter: I am ſorry for that linger- 

] ing, and longſom viſitation, that is upon your wiſe; but 
1 know, ye take 1t as a mark of a lawfully begotten child, and 
not of a baſtard, to be under your Father's rod: Till ye be in 
heaven, it will be but foul weather, one ſhower up, and an- 
other down. The lintel-ſtone and pillars of the new Feruſalem 
ſuffer more knocks of God's hammer and tool, than the com- 


num fide-wall-ſtones : And if twenty croſles be written for you 


in God's book, they will come to nineteen, and then at laſt to 
one, and after that, to nothing, but your head betwixt Chriſt's 
breaſts for evermore ; and his own {oft hand to dry your face, 
and wipe away your tears. As for publick ſufferings for his. 
truth, your Maſter alſo will ſee to theſe; let us put him in 
his own office, to comfort and deliver: The gloom of Chriſt's. 
croſs is worſe than it ſelf. J cannot k * what he hath ' 
done to my ſoul : My dear Brother, will J not get help of 
you, to praiſe, and to lift Chrift upon high ? He hath pained 
me with his love, and hath left a love-arrow in my heart, that 
hath made a wound, and ſwelled me up with deſires, ſo that 
[am to be pitied for want of real poſſeſſion: Love would have 
the company of the party loved; and my greateſt pain is the 
want of him; not of his joys and comforts, but of a near uni- 
on and communion. This is his truth, I am fully perſwaded, 
now ſuffer for: For Chriſt hath taken upon him to be Witneſs 
0 it, by his ſweet comforts to my ſoul; and ſhall I think him a 
falſe witneſs, or that he would ſubſcribe blank paper? Ithank- 
bis his high and dreadful Name, for what he hath given; 7: 
hope to keep his ſeal and his pawn, till he come and looſe it 
umſclf, - J defy hell to put me off it, but he is Chris, ad be: 
153 \ Sx „ „ 
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hath met with wt LS mage ons wage in his 
own hand, that it was he, and no other for him. When the 
devit fenceth a baſtard-court in my Lord's ground, and giveth 
me forged ſummons, it will be my ſhame to misbeligve, after 
fſuch a fair broad ſeal: And yet Satan and my apprehenſion 
ſometimes make a lic of Chrift, as if he hated me; but I dare 
believe no evil of Chrift : if he would coo}, my Jove-fever for 
himſelf with real preſence: and poſſeſſion, I would be rich; 
bdut l dare not be mriflearned,-and ſeek more in that kind; 
| howbeit it be no ſhame to beg at Chriſt's door. I pity tay- 
adverſaries; + gradge not, that my. Lord keepeth them at 
their own fire-fide, and hath given me a borraived bed, anda 
borrowed fire-ſide :. Let the good- man efſthe houſe caſt a 
dog a bone, why ſhould I: offend !-1 rejoyCe that the broken 
bark ſhall come to land, and that Chriſt will on the ſhore wel- 
come the ſea- ſick paſſenger. . We have need of a great ſtock, 
againſt this day of trial, that is coming; neither chaff nor 
corn in Scotland, but it ſhall once paſs thorow God's ſieve. 
Praiſe, praiſe, and pray for me; for L*cannot forget you: I 
*know ye will be friendly to my afflicted Brother, who is now 
embarked in the ſame cauſe with me let him have your coun- 
ſel and comforts. Remember my love in Chriſt to your wife; 
her health is —_ and her ſalvation fleepeth not. Ye have 
the prayers and bleſſing of a priſoner of Chriſt: ſow faſt, deal 
bread plentiſully; the pantry-door will be locked on the bairns, 
In appearance, ere lang. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. March 7. 1637. Durs in his ſweet Lord Feſin, S. R. 
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J hi reverend and dear Brother, My. Robert Douglas. 
W very reverend and dear Brother, '...- «+ + 
| | mercy and peace be to you: LI long to ſee you in 
paper. I cannot but write to you, that this which [ 
_ ſuffer — is Chriſt's -_ ; becauſe he — —2 
to ſeal my ſufferings with joy unſpeakable orious: 
know he will . — his ſeal upon blank paper; Chriſt hath 
not dump ſeals, neither will he be Witneſs to a lie. I beſeech 
you, my dear Brother, help me to praiſe,, and to lift Chriſt 
up on his throne, above the ſhields of the earth. I ;am aſto- 
ned and confounded at the the greatneſs of his kindneſs to 
ſuch a ſinner. Iknow, Chriſt and f ſhall never be even, I ſha 
die in his debt: He hath left an arrow in my heart, that 
paineth me for wane of real poſleſtve'; and bel canyot quere 
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Epilt. reg, ez. LETTERS. 
this coal of Gad's kindling. I wiſh no man ſlander Ch 
his croſs, for my cauſe ;z for | have much cauſe to ſ 
good of him ; He hath brought me to nick degree of _ 
communion with himſelf, that 1 knew not The din 
aud gloom of our Lord's croſs, is more fearful and hard than 

the crols it ſelf. He taketh the bairus in his arms, when t 

come to a deep water; at leaſt when they loſe ground, F 
are put to ſwim, then his hand is under their chin. Let me 


214 


be 
much 


=. 


be helped by your prayers, and remember my love to your 
Ea uit. b wick 5e. 3 . 
Aberd. March 7. | Tour Brother and Chriſt's 
1637. te — Priſoner, S. R. | 4 


am — to — — — 
* as. — 


To bis loving Friend, JOHN HENDERSON, 
Loving Friend. EE 
 Ontinue in the love of Chriſt, and the dectrine which 
I taught you faithſully and painfully, according to my 
meaſure : 1 am free of your blood. Fear the dread ul Name of - 
God: Keep in mind the examinations which I taught you, . 
and love the truth of God. Death, as faſt as time flieth, cha- 
ſeth you out of this life : it is poſſible, ye make your reckoning 
with your Judge, before ſee you; let ſalvation be your care 
night and day, and ſet aſide hours and times of the day for 
rayer. I rejoyce to hear that there is prayer in your houſe :- 
9 your ſervants keep the Lords day. This dirt and 
god of clay, I mean the vain world, is not worth the ſeeking. 
An bireling-paſtor is to be thruſt in upon you, inthe — 
to which have Chriſt's warrant and right: Stand to your 
liberties,. for the word of God alloweth you à vote in chuſing +» 
your paſtor. What I write to you, | write to your wife: 
commend me hearti ly to her. The grace of God be with 
Aberd. March 14. 1637. Towr louving Friend and Paſtor, . 5 
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T» 45. HUGH HENDERSON. 
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My Reverend and dear Brother, 4 3 
7 ar ye bear the marks of Chriſt's dying about with vou, 
and that your brethren have caſt you out tor your Maſter's 

lake : Let us wait on till the evening, and till our reckon- 

ing in black and white come before our Maſter. Brother, 

+ that I ſnce we muſt have a devil to trouble us, Hove a raging de- 

1er vil beſt: ———— nn; 


* 


3 


* 


— nog | „ 
1 Mr. Rutherfoord's Eßpiſt. 104 
of It is beſt Satan be in his own skin, and look like himſelf; 
Chriſt weeping looketh like himſelf allo, with whom Scribes 
and Phariſees were at yea and nay, and ſharp Contradiction. 
Ye have hearq; of the patience of Job; when he lay in the aſhes, 
God was with him, clawing and curing his ſcabs, and letti 
out his boils, comiorting his ſoul ; and he took him up at aff 
That God is not dead; yet he will ſtop and take up fallen 
bairns : Many broken legs ſince Adam's days hath he ſpelked, 
and many weary hearts hath he refreſhed ; bleſs him for com- 
fort: Why ? None cometh dry from David's well; let us 
go among the reſt,and caſt down our foom buckets into Chriſt's 
5 ocean, and fuck conſolations out of him: We are not ſo ſure 
ſtricten, but we may fill Chriſt's hall with weeping : We haye 
not gotten our anſwer from him yet: Let us lay up our bro- 
ken plea's to a full ſea, and keep them till the day of Chriſt's 
coming; we and this world will not be even till then: they 
weuld take our garment from us; but let us hold, and them 
draw. Brother, it is a ſtrange world, if we laugh not: I ne- 
yer {aw the like of it, if there be not pazks the man, for this 
contempt done to the Son of God? We muſt do as thoſe, who 
keep the bloody nakpin to the Baillie, and let him lee blood: 
We mult keep our wrongs to our Judge, and let him fee our 
bluddered and foul faces: priſoners of hope muſt run to 
Chriſt with the gutters, that tears have made on their cheeks. 
Brother, for my ſelf, I amChriſt's dawted one, for the preſent ; 
and I live upon no deaf nuts (as we uſe to ſpeak) he hath o- 
ned fountains to me in the wilderneſs. Go, look to my 
| rd Jeſus; his love to me is fuch, that I defy the world to 


ind either brim or bottom in it. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. March 13, Tour Brother in his ſweet Lord 


. 1637. 7 Jeſus, S. R. 
— —ͤ——öd'—— 

Io the Lady ROBERT LAND. 
Miſtreſs, - ; | "43 
3 mercy and peace be to you: I ſhall be glad to 
hear that your ſoul profpereth, and that fruit grow; 

eth upon you, after the Lord's husbandry and pains in 
rod; that hath not been a ſtranger to you from your youth 
It is the Lord's kindneſs, that he will take the ſcum off us in 

the fire: Who knoweth how needful winnowing is to us, 
what-droſs we muſt want, ere we enter into the kingdom of 
God? So narrow is the entry to heaven, that our 1 
y | :  BUNCHES 


—— 


— 
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ſtooping low, and creeping thorow that narrow and thorny - 
. FE now for ay oils I find it the moſt fiveet and 
heavenly life, to take up houſe and dwelling 
fide, and ſet down my tent upon Chriſt, that toundation-ſtone, - 
who is ſure and faithful ground, and hard under foot. Oh! 
if | could win to it, and proclaim my ſelf not the world's 
debtor, nor a lover, obliged to it; and that I mind not to 
lire or bud this world's iove any longer; but deſie the kind- 
neſs and feud of God's whole er ation whatſomever ; eſpecial- 


earth: for what hold I of his world? A borrowed lodging, 

and lome years houſc-room, and bread and water, and fire, 
and bed, and candle, Cc. are all a part of the penſion of my 
King and Lord, to whom Low thanks, and not to a creature. 
thank God, that God is God, and Chriſt is Chriſt, and the: 


world, and that fin is fin, and that every thing is what it is: 
be:auſe he hath taught me, in my wilderneſs, not- to ſhuffle 
my Lord jelus, nor to intermix him with creature yanities, 
nor to ſpin or twine Chriſt or his ſweet love in one web, or 
in one threed with the world and the things thereof. Oh if 
| could hold and keep Chriſt all alone, and mix him with no- 
thing! O if Leould cry down the price and weight of my 
eurled ſelf, and cry up the price of Shritt, and double, and. 
triple, and augment and heighten to millions the price and 
worth of Chriſt! I am (if I durſt fpeak fo, and might lawful 
ly complain) ſo Hhungredly — by Chriſt Ry my libe-. 
ral Lord, that his nice love, which my foul would be in hands 
with, flyet i me; and yes I am trained on to love him, and 
luſt, and long, and die for his love, whom I cannot ſee : It is 
*2 2 wonder, to pine away with love for a covered and hid lover, 

and to be hungred with his love, ſo as a ſoul cannot get 
bis fill of hunger tor Chrift : It is hard to be hungred of hun- 


19 
bunches and lumps of pride, and ſelf- love, and idol- love, 21 3 
worid-loye mult be hammered off us, that we may throng in, 


at Chriſt's fire- 


ly the lower vault and clay-pert of God's creatures, this vain [ 


earth the earth, and the devil the devil, and the world the 


lad to er, whereof 1u3h abundance for other things is in the world : 

grow: ut ſure if we were tutors, and ſtewards, and maiters, and 

in hls lord-carvers of Chriſt's love, we ſhould be merelean,and worſe 

outh. ted than we are: Our meat doth us the more good, that 
F us in Chriſt keepeth the keys, and that the wind and the air f 
us, and Chrift's iweet breathing, and of the influence of his Spirit, is 
dom of locked up in the hands of the good pleaſure of him, who blow-' ne 
wo eth where he liſteth. I ſee, there is a fort of impatient ps: 
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tiene 
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they tarive who in that on- waiting make haſte, and din, and 
much ado, for their loſt and hidden Lord ſeſus: However it 


Þ g++ _ = 
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|. In paper, entreating your Lordſhip to go on, in the ſtreng 
bc the Lord, toward, and againſt a ſtorm of Oy" 


Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 106. 
required, in the want of Chriſt, as ts his manifeſtatiom 
and waiting on: They thrive who wait on his love, and the 
blowing ot it, and the turning of his gracious wind; and 


be, God feed me with him, any way. If he would come in, 
I ſhall not diſpute the matter, where he got a hole, or how he 
opened the lock: I ſhould be content, that Chrift and { met, 
ſuppoſe he ſhould ſtand on the other ſide of hell's lake, and 
cry to me, Either put in your foct and come through, elſe ye 
ſhail not bave me at all. But what fools are we, in the tał- 
ing up of bim and of his dealing! He hath a gate of his own, 
beyond the thoughts of men, that no foot hath skill to follow 


him: But we are ſtill ill ſcholars, and will go in at heaven's. 


* wanting the half or our leſſon, and ſhall ſtill be Bairns, 
o long as we are under time's hands, and till eternity cauſe a 
ſun to ariſe in our ſouls, that ſhall give us wit. We nay 


ſee how we ſpill and mar our own fair heaven and our ſal- 


vation, and how Chriſt is every day putting in one bone or o- 
ther, in theſe fallen fouls of ours, in the right place again: 
and that in this fide of the new Jeruſalem, we ſhall ſtill have 
need of forgiving and healing. I find crofles Chriſt's carved 


work, that he marketh out for us; and that with crofles he ſi- 


gureth and pourtrayeth us to his own image, cutting away 
jeces of our il} and corruption: Lord cut, Lord c 


Tord wound, Lord do any thing: that may perfect thy Father's 


image in us. and make us mee for glory. Pray for me, (I forget 
not vou) that our Lord would be pleaſed to lend me houſe- 
room to preach his righteouſneſs, and tell what I have heard 


and {cen of him. Forget not Zion, that is now in Chriſt's calms 
=_ in his forge :* God bring her out new work. Grace, grace 


with you. "oy 
Aberd. Jan. 4. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
| To the Earl of CASSILS 

abt honourable and my very good Lord, 
33 mercy and peace be to your 2 T hope your 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to pardon my boldneſs, if (upon 
report of your zealous and forward mind, that I hear our 
Lord hath given you, in this his honourable cauſe, when Chrift 
and his goſpel are fo foully wronged) | ſpeak to your 507 


wi 
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Fpiſt 10%/ũ LBEDERS: _ toy: 
mind, that blow ech updh the face of this your poor Nei. 
Church, Chriſt's Lily amongſt the thorns. It is your Zojel- 
ſeip's glory and happineſs, when ye fee ſuch a, blow omi 

upon Chriſt, to caſt up your arm to prevent it: Neither is it 
2 cauſe, that nerdeth to bluſh before the Sun, or to fire the: 
ſentence or cenſure of impartial beholders; ſceing the queſtion, | 
indeed (if it. were! rightly ſrated) is, about the Prey: 2 5 - 
rojal of cur princely and. royal Law-giver, ont Lord, Jefus,' 
4 anymore Kor FRAY or bafterd ed 
the earthly generation of fyrannizing Prelates; have boldly 
and hameflly removed : and they ks have but half an yes | 
may ſee, that it is the greedy deſires of time idolixing Demas t, 
and the itching ſcab of ambitious and climbing Diotrephes's | 
(who love the Goat li fe, to climb till they cannot find a way 2 
to ſet their ſoals on ground again) that hath made ſuch a Wide 
breach in our Zim beautiful Walls: and thefe are the men, 
who ſeek no hire for the erueifying of Chriſt, but bis coat. 
Oh bow forlorn and deſolate is the Bride of Chriſt made to all 
paſſers-by ! Who ſeeth not Chriſt buried in this land- his 
prophets hidden in caves, ſilenced, baniſhed, and —_—_— 
truth weeping; in ſackcloth before the judges, parliament, and 
the rulers of the land? But her bill is caſt by them, and holi- 
veſs hideth it ſelf, fearing the ſtreets, for the reproaches and 
perſecution of men: juſtice is fallen aſwoon in the gate, and 
the long ſhadows of the evening are ſtretched out upon us: 
Wo, wo to us, for our day flyeth away; what remaineth, 
but that AntichriſHet down his tent in the midſt of us, except 
your Lordſhip, and others with' you, read Chriſt's ſupplication, 
and give him that, which the © molt lewd and ſcandalous; 
wretches in this land may have before a judge, even the poor 
man's due, law and 22 fer God's ſake. O therefore, my - 
noble and dear Lord, as ye have begun, go on, in the: mighty - 
power and ſtrength of the Lord, to cauſe our Lord in his goſ-- 
pel and afflicted members laugh, and to cauſe the Chriſtian 
Churches (whoſe eyes are all now upon you) to ſing tor, joy, 
when Scotland's moon ſhall ſhine like the light of the ſun, and 
the ſun like the light of ſeven days in one: ye can do no leſs' 
than run, and bear up the head of your dying and ſwooning” 
Mctber-churth, and plead for the production of her ancient; 
Charters. They hold-out and put out, they hold-in and 
bring-in at their pleaſure, men in God's houle ; they ſtole the 
keys from Chriſt and his Church; and came in like the ge, | 
ad the robber, not by dhe * Chriſt; and no. = | 
| FS 4 ' n 


ſanz is, authority, authority, obediente to eburch governors, 
When ſuch a baſtard and lawleſs pretended ſtep dame, as our 
Prelates, is gone mad, it is your place, who are the Nobles, 
to riſe and bind them; at leaſt, la ſhould fetter ſuch wild 
bulls as they are, who puſh all who oppoſe themſelves to their 
domination. Alas! what have we lott, finze Prelates were 
made maſter- cciners, to change our gold in braſs, and to mix 
the Lord's wine with their water? Bleſſed for ever ſhall ye 
be ot the Lord, if ye help Chriſt againſt the mighty, and ſhall 
* the Flock of God, ſcattered upon the mountains in 
the, dark and cloudy day, out of the hands of theſe idol ſbep- 
herds. Fear not men, that ſhall be moth-caten clay, that ſhall 
bs rolled up ina Cheſt, and caſten under the earth: let the 
holy One of Iſrael be your fear, and be couragious for the 
Lord, and his Truth. Remember your accounts are com- 
ing upon you with wings, as faſt as time poſteth : Remem- 
ber what peace with God in Chriſt, and the preſence of the 
Son ot God, the revealed and felt ſweetneſs of his love, will be 
to you, when eternity ſhall put time to the door, and ye ſhall 
take gocd-night at time, and this little ſhepherd's tent of clay, 
this inns of a borrowed earth. I hope +yonr Lordſhip is 
now and then ſending out thoughts to view this world's 
naughtineſs and vanity, and the hoped-for glory of the life to 
come; and that ye reſolve, that Chriſt ſhall have your ſelf 
and all yours at command for him, his honour and goſpel. 
Thus, truſting your Lordſbip will pardon my boldneſs, I pray, 
that tne only wiſe God, the very God of peace, may preſerve, 
ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh you to the end. 0, 46A 
Aberd. Tour Lordſhip's at all command and obedience 
1647. in Chriſt, S. R. | 


- To the Lady ROWALLAN. 


„„ 5 | 
Hough nt acquainted, I am bold in Chriſt to ſpeak to 
T your Ladyſhip in paper: I rejoice in our Lord Jeſus on 
your behalf, that it hath pleaſed him (whoſe lqye to you 1s 
as old as himſelf) to manifeſt the ſavour of his love in Chritt 
Jeſus to your ſoul, in the revelation of his will and mind to 
Fou, now, when ſo many are ſhut up in unbelief. O the 
ſweet change ye have made, in leaving the black kingdom a 
this werld and fin, and coming over to our Bridegrooms 
new Kingdom, to know, and to be taken with the Joye — — 
F * i aut! 
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Epiſt. 107. : EE TTER "| -201 
beautiiul Son of Gods I beſeech you, Madam, in the Lord 5 
make now ſure. work, and ſee that the old houſe be caſten 
down, and razed from the foundation, . a and that the 
building of your ſoul be of Chriſt's own laying; for thchwand 
and ſt-rm ſhall neither looſe it, nor ſhake it afunder. Many nay 
take Chriſt by gueſs : Be ſure that it be be, and only h-, 4 
ye have met with: lis ſweet ſmel his lovely Voice, a 
tair face, his ſweet, working in the ſou 5 net ies 5 

uill ſoon tell, if it be Cbriſt . =, | think W be 
the lünts ſpeaketh that it is. h:) * therefore L lay, 

bep⸗ that ye take Chriſt himſelf, and take him 1 his E he 

ball blethng :: His Father alloweth him well upon you, 01 h 
the are well fallen, it could n have been better, nor ſo well 
the with you, if they had not fallen i in theſe places; in he == 

om- or out of heaven, there is nothing better 9 ſo . ſweet 

em- and excellent, as the thing ye have lighted | on, a 

F the hold you with Chriſt : Joy, much j ' WRY. ye have. 5 —— 

ll be Bet take his croſs with himſelf cheerfully :. Cbriſt and his croſs 

ſhall WW are not ſeparable in this lite, howbeit < Drift and his craſs part 

clay, WW at heaven's door, for there is no houſe-room for crafles in 
ip is beaven: One tear, one ſigh, one ſad heart, < one fear, one loſs, 

orld's or thought of e cannot find lodging there; they axe 
ife to WM but the marks of our Lord Jeſus down, 1 his wide inn, and 

r ſelf ſtormy country, on this {ide of death: 1 — — and the ſaints 

olpel. ¶ are not married together; or, ſuppoſe it were ſo, heaven (hall 

el make a divorce. 1 find his {weet preſence eateth out the bit- 
ſerve, terneſs of forrow and ances 1 think it a ſweet thing, 
that Chriit ſaith of my croſs, I Hot mine; and that he divj 

theſe ſufferings with me, and taketh the largeſt ſhare to him · 

ſelf; nay, that Lard my whole croſs are wholly. hriſt s. O 

what a portion is Chrilt ! O that the ſaints. would dig deep- 

er in the treaſures of his wiſdem and . 8 Thus re- 
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commendin 5 wax 1 4 1 7 to = din tender wur- 

cies 0: our Lord, | 
Aberd. Sept. 4 "a Tar rſhiy's in big L 

; 1 We b Jeſus, 8. ; 0 
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My very je 2 Aea- friend, 
G ce, mere 58 nd peace, be unto Lyons Though al Gale 

way ſhou! haye forgotten me, uld bave 
letter from you ere now: : 9 75 I will not 9 
| 3 


Mr. % 2E it. 
ehe of n he; Rat my dear Brother, i. 703 2 


4 bow e Chriſt and me: 'I nd my Lan 


ng and eyen times a- day c his viſits are ſhore; 
re oth cg and ſweet. I dare not for my life 4 
my Lord: I hear #0 tales, and bard: rept 
c For 2 tempter and my fleſh ; but love believeth 
b evil: I may ſwear that they are Mars, and that apprehen- 
4 make lies of Chiſts honeſt and unalterable * 2 me. 
I gare not ſay, that Lam a dry: tree, or that I have no robm 
at all in che Vineyard; but yet I often think, that the {par- 
$ are bleſſed, who may reſort to the houſe of God in An- 
Del, from which T am'baniſhed. Temptations, that I ſup- 
led to be ſtricken dead, and laid upon their back, rife agatn 
reyive upon me; yea, I ſee, that while 1 live, temprati- 
"bid wil not die: The devil ſecmeth 60 brag and bel a 
mich, as if he had mere court with Chriſt, than I have; and 
I he had A n my miniſtry. „ that 1 that 1 dv 
woe : but his wind ſhaketh uo corn 1 
Nt e Be 555 f ould have made ſuch à mint to have 
55 himfelr, and have taken ſo much pains upon me, . 
done, and then ſl ſo eaſily from poſſeſſion, and loſ 
22 what he had done; nay, 2 I'came to Aberdeen, 
Te been taken up to ſee the new Land, the fair Palace 5 
the Lamb: And ll Chriſt let me fee heaven to break my 
Peart, and never give it to me? I hall not think my Lord 
EL giveth a dumb earyeſt, or putteth his ſeals to blank 5. 


or intendeth to put me off with fair and falle promiſes: 
that now, which L never ſaw well before, 1. Lice faith's 
celity in a fair day is never known aright; but now I mils 
Botting ſo much as faith: Hunger in me runneth to fair and 
t prommſes; but when I come, I am like a hungry man 
That wanteth teeth, or a weak ſtomach having a ſharp eig: 
t ĩs filled with the very fight of meat; or like one 
ith cold under the 3 would fain come to land, but 
Abet rip any thing caſten to him: I can let Chriſt grip 
„ me, hut * Yor" him: I love to be kiſſed, and to fit on 
Ebraft's knee; but I cannot ſet my feet to the ground, for 
afflictions bring the eramp upon my faith: All I dow do, 55, 
to hold out a 22 aith to Chriſt, like a beg 956 holding out 
fs ſtead of an arm or leg, and cry, Terd Feſua, 1 wor 


rate. O what would I give to have hands and arms, t9 
rip ſtr nd fold heartſomly about Chrif's neck, 
125 made good” with real poſſeſion ! l Ichinkuy 
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faith more than love and hunger. 


ii FAILS LT: 


me with apples: My houſe and bed'is ſtrawed with  kifles of 
dove. Praiſe, prai 


N | 


loye to Chrift hath feet abundance,; and runneth Twiſtly to be 
at him, but it wanteth hands and fingers to apprehend him. 
I think, I would give Chriſt every morning my blefling, to 
have as much faith as i have love and hunger; at leaſt, 1 — =, 
2. I ſee mortifcation, | 
to be crucified to the world, is not ſo highly accounted. of b 
us, as it ſhould be. O how, heavenly a thing · is ĩtito he dead 
and dumb, and: deaf to this world's iweet mulick ! I confeſs 
it hath pleaſed his Majeſty, to make me laugh at children, 
who are _— this world-for-th-ir match: 1 ſee men lying 


— 


about the world, as nobles about a king's court; and I won- 
der what they are all doing there: As i am at this nt, T 
would {corn to court ſuch a feckleſs and petty pri or buy . 


this world's kindneſs with a bow of »y knee. I ſcarce na 
either hear or ſee, what it is that this world offereth me; 1 
know it is little it can take from me, and as little it can give 
me. I recommend mortification'to-you above any thing: For 
alas, we but chaſe feathers flying in the air, and tire our oven 
ſpirits, for the froth and over-gilded clay of a dying life: 
ne fight of what my Lord hath let me ſec within this ſhort 
time, is worth a wcrld of worlds. 3. I thought courage in 
the time of trouble for Chris ſake, a thing that I might take 
at my foot; I thought the very remembranee of the honeſty of 
the cauſe would be enough; but I was a fool in fo thinking : 
I have much ado now, to win to one ſmile; but I fee-gay 
groweth up in heaven, and it is above our ſhort arm: Chrift * 
will be Steward and Diſpenſer himſeif, and none elſe but be: 
Therefore, now, I count much of one drahtweweight of ſpi- 
ritual joy; one ſmile of Chriſt's face, is now to me as a king- 
dom, and yet he is no niggard to me of comforts : Truly, 1 
have no cauſe to ſay, that I am pinched with penury, or that 
the conſolations of Chriſt ar: dried up; for be hath poured 
down rivers upon a dry wilderneſs, the like of me, to my 
admiration : And in my very ſwoonings, he holdeth up my 
head, and ffayeth me with flagons ef wine, and comforteth 


wir me. O if ye and I betwizt us, 
could lift up Chriſt upon his throne, how beit all Scotland 
thoul caſt him down to the ground! My brother's caſe touch- 
eth me near; 1 ye will be kind to him, and give him 
your beſt counſel : Remember my love to your brother, to 
your wife, and G. M. deſire him to be Sichel, and. repent 
of his bypocrific 3- and ſay, that I wrote it to you ; I wiſh him 
M 4 ſeiv61%7 
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ſalvation. Write to me your mind anert C. E. and C. T. and 
their wives, and 7 G. or any others in my pariſh : I fear I am I 
forgotten amongſt them; but I cannot forget them. The 
priſoner's prayers and blefling come upon you: Grace, grace 
| with vou. * 8 2 N a 
| Aberd. Feb. 9. Tour brother in the Lord 
1 £73 823 1637. $ * Feſus, 3 S. R. 


— 


— 


To my Lord BALMERINOCH. 


My very: noble and truly honourable Lord. | 
1 Make bold to write news to your Lordſhip from my pri- 
1 ſon, though your Lordſhip have gxpericnce more than [ 
"Gan have. At my firſt entry here, I was not a little caſten 
down with challenges, for old unrepented-of fans : and Satan 
and my own apprehenſions made a lie of Chriſt, that he had 
eaſten a dry vit hered tree over the dike of the Vineyard; but 
it was my folly ; bleſſed be bis great Name, the fire cannot burn 
he dry tree: He is pleaſed now to feaſt-the exiled priſoner, with 
his lovely preſence; for it ſuĩteth Chriſt well to be kind; and he 
dineth and ſuppeth with ſuch a ſinner as Lam. I am in Chriſts 
{tutoring here; be hath made me content with a borrowed \ 
Fire · ſide, and it caſteth as much heat as mine own: I want 
nothing at all, but real poſſeſſion of Chriſt ; and he hath given 
me a pawn-of that alſo, which | hope to keep till he come 
: himſelf to Jooſe the pawn:- I cannot get help to praiſe his high 
Name: He hath made me a king over my loſſes, impriſon- 
- ment, baniſhment, and only my dumb Sabbaths ſtick in my 
throat: But forgive Chriſfs wiſdom in that; I dare not lay 
+ one word: He hath done it, and I will lay my hand upon my 
mouth; if any other had done it to me, I could not have born 
it. Now, y Lord, I muſt tell your Lordſhip, That I would 
not give à drink of eold water for this elay- idol, this plai- 
ſtered world. I teſtifie, and give” it under mine own hand, 
That | Chrift is moſt worthy to be ſuffered ſor. Our lazie 
. fleſh (which would have Chyift to cry down crofles by open In 
| ' proclamation) | hath but raiſed a ſlander upon the croſs of 
- Chriſt. My Tord, I hope ye will not forget, what he bath 
done for your ſoul: I think ye are in Chriſt's count-book, as his 
obliged debtor. Grace, grace be with your ſpirit. 
Aberd. March 12 Tur Lordſhip's obliged 
(03.3 073 7 ; 1637. 4 70% „ Fervant, S R. 
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; Dear Brother, | 1 17895 6 „ oboe Si big 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear how, 

your ſoul proſpereth: I expected letters Hom You ere 
now. As for my eli, I am here in good caſe, we ed with 
2 great King: At my hrit coming here, I was that bold, as 
to take up 2 jealouſie of Chriſt's love: I ſaid, I was caſt over 
the dike of the Lord's Vineyard, as a dry tree; but I ſce, if 
| had been a withered branch, the fire would have burn me 
long ere now. :: blefſed be his bigh Name, who hath ke 
in the dry tree; and now, as if Chrilt had dane the wrong, he 


„ 


hath made the meuds, and hath miskent my ravings; (for a 


man under the wat:r cannot well command his wit, far leſs his 
f.ith and love) becauſe it was a fever, my Lord 2 forgave 
me that, among the reſt: He knoweth, in our afflictions, we 
can ind a ſpot in the faireſt face that ever was, even in Chriſt t 
face. I would not have believed that a gloom ſhould have 


made me to misken-my old Maſter ; but we muſt be whiles 


ſick : Si-kneſs is but kindly to both faith and love. But O how 
exceeding!y is a poor dawted priſoner obliged to ſweet Jeſus ! 
My tears are {weeter to me, than the laughter of the fowrte 
Prelates to them: The worſt of Chriſt, even his chaff, is bet 
ter than the world's corn. Dear Brother, I befeech you I 
charge you, in the name and authority of the Son of 

help me to praiſe his highneſs; and I charge you alſo, to te 
all your acquaintance, that my Maſter may get many tha 


— 


pt ſap 


O if my hairs, all my members, ahd all my bones, were well 


tuned tongues, to ſing, the high praiſes of my great and glorious | 


King ! Help. me me. to li't CHriſt up upon his throne, and to 
lift him up above all the thrones of the clay- kings, the dying 
ſcepter- bearers of this world. The priſoner's bleſſing, the 
bleſſing of him that is ſeparated from his brethren, be upon 
them all, who will lend me a lift in this work, Shew this to 
that people with you, to whom ſometimes I preached. Brother, 


my Lord hath brought me to this, that 7 will not flatter the 
a, drink of water: I am no debtor to clay z Chrift 


world for | 
bach made me dead to that: I now wonder, that ever 1 was 
ſuch a child long finze. as to beg at ſuch beggars? Fy upon us, 
who woo ſuch a black-skinned harlot, when we may get f 

a fair, fair match up in heaven. Oh that I could give up with 


- 


2 


this ciay=idol, this masked, painted, over-gilded dirt, that 


| | —_— 
1 266 MI. Rutberfoords Fpift. 1 10 
Adam's ſons adore! Me make an idol of our wi; as many 
taſts in us, as many pak we are all ged- makers: We are 
like to loſe Chrift, the true God, in the throng of theſe new 
and falſe gods. Sc:tland hath caſt her crown off her head; 
the virgin-daughter hath loft her Garland: Wo, wo to our 
Harlet-motber; our day is coming, a time when women ſhell 
wiſh they had been childleſs, and fathers ſhall bleſs miſcarry. 
ing wombs and dry breaſts : many houſes great and fair, hall 
be deſolate. This Kirk ſhall fit on the ground all the night, 
and the tears ſhall run down her cheeks: The ſun hath gene 
down upon her pr pyets ; Bleſſed are the priſoners of hope, 
who can run in td their ſtrong hold, and hide themſelves for à 
Httle, till the indignation be overpaſt. Commend me to your 
wife, your daughters, your ſen-m-law, and to A. T. Write 
tio me of the Euler of your kirk. Grace be with you. I am 
much moved for my Brother, I entreat for your kindneſs and 
counſel to him. | | 4 
Aberd. Febr. 23. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſw, S. R. 
———— — — — — ——ů— 


Po To my Lady MA R R Tunger. 


W very noble and dear Lady, 

Race, mercy and peace be to you : I received your 
Ladyſhip's letter, which hath comforted my ſoul. God 
give you to find mercy in the day of Chriſt. I am in as good 
terms and court with Chriſt, as an exiled oppreſſed priloner 
of Chriſt can be: I am ſtill welcome to his houſe; he knoweth 
my knock, and letteth in a poor friend. Under this black 
rough tree ot the croſs of ' Chriſt, he hath raviſhed me with 
His love, and taken my heart to heaven with him; Well and 
Jong may he brauik it. I would not niffer Chriit with all the 
Joys, that man or angel can devite beſide him. M ho hath tuch 
*Eaute to ſpeak honourabiy of Chriſt, as I have? Chriſt is King 
of all roſſes, and he hath made his ſaints little kings under 
him and he can ride and triumph upon weaker bodies than! 
am (if aby an be weaker ) and his horſe will neither fall nor 

ambie. Madam, your Ladyſpip hath much ado with Cbrift, 
r your fou;. husband. chiidren, and houſe : Let him find 
mu h mp 'oym-nt tor his calling with you ; far hb is ſuchz 
Friend, us d-tight-th to be hurden<d with ſuits and employ- 
3 and the more ye lay on him, and the more homely e 
e ith him, the mere welcome. O the depth of Chriſ:s 
Jove! It hath neither brim nor bottom. O if thi blind pri 


| 


— _ — ——ä p 7*—532wũ-· — — = — — — 


20 
u his beauty! When 7 count with him for his „ 
me, I muſt ſtand ſtill and wonder, and go away as a poor dy- 
nem vour, who hath nothing to pay: Free forgivenneſs is my pay- 
head; ¶ ment. I would 7 could get him ſet on high, for his love hath 
to our made me fick; and 7 die, except I get real poſleſhion. ' Grate 
n thall be with you. | | VIE 5 | 
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carry- i  Abord. March 13. 1 Tour Ladyſhip's at all obedience 
1. iriſh, SR 
night, — — — | — — nr ee — — — — 
b gone T JAMES MACKA DAN. 

'h 23 : 7 1:58 358 
5 N : My very dear end worthy Friend, 


o your Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear ef yoar 
V\ rite '$ growing in grace, and of your adyancing in your jourtey 
1am I toheaven: it will be the joy of my heart, to hear that ye hold 
ſs ard your face up the brae, and wade through tentatiom, without 
tearing what man can do. Chriſt ſhall, when he ariſetł, mom 
„S. don his enemies, and lay bulks (as they ule to fpeak) a 
— © th: green, and fill the pits with dead bodies, Pſal. ox. & 
MW they iliall lie like handfuls of withered” hay; when” he /ariſech 
to the prey, Salvation, ſalvation, is the only neceſſary ching: 
This clay- idol, the world, is not to be (ought ; it is a morſel not 
your for you, but for banger- bitten baſtards. Contend for ſalva- 
|, God tien: Your Maſter Chriſt won heaven with ſtrokes; it is a 
s good WM beſieged caſtle, it muſt be taken with violence. Oh, this 
riſoner W- world thinketh heaven but at the next door, and that god- 
noweth W lines may ſleep in a bed of downs, till it come to heaven; but 
black chat will not doit. For my ſelf, I am as well as Chriſt's pri- 
e with toner can be: Por by him, I am maſter and king of all my 
croſſes; I am above the priſon, and the laſh of mens tongues : 
all the W Chrift triumpheth in me. I have been caſten down, and heavy 
th tuch W with fears, and hunted with challenges: I was ſwimming in 
is King WF the depths ; but Chriſt had his hand under my chin all the 
s under WF time, and took good heed that I ſhould not loſe breath: 
than And now I have gotten my feet again, and there are love- 
fall nor I fealts of joy, and Ipring-tides of conſolation betwixt Chriſt 
and me: We agree well, J have court with him, I am ſtill 
im find welcome to his houſe. O my ſhort arms cannot fathom His 
s ſuch 2 love! 7 beſeech you, 7 3 help me to praiſe: Ye 
:mploy- WF have a priſoner's prayers, therefore forget me not · 7 deſire 
mely ye $:5:1/a to remember me dearly to all in that pariſh, who know: 
Chril.s W Chriſt, as if I had named them. Grace, grace be with you. 
| Verd. March 13. 1637. Teurs in bis fmect Zord Jeſu, L. 
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35 very dear Brorbre, A 
1 Rejoice to hear that Chriſt bath run away a your you 
love, and that ye are ſo early in the mornin 
with ſuch a Lord; for a. young man is often a dreted lod lodg — 
for che devil to dwell in. Be numble and thanktul for —. 
and weigh. it not ſa. much by weight, as if it be true; Cheil 
will not eaſt water on your ſmoking coal, he never yet put 
out a dim candle, that was lighted at the Sun of Righteouſ. 
neis. I recommend to. you prayer and watZhing over the firs 


dur yauth; for I know miſſive letters go between the de- 


= — young, blood: Satan hach 2 friend at court in the heart 
outh ; and there, pride, — ** revenge, torgetful- 
— God, are bired as. his happy is your {oul, if 
Chriſt nen the bouſe, and take ( Fe os himſelf, and command 
:all / (as it ſuiteth him full well, to rule all where ever be is 
keep lim, and entertain Chriſt well, cheriſh his grace, blow 
;yoar own coal, and let him tutor you. Now, for my 
ſelf, know, I am fully agreed with my Lord : Chriſt bath put 
the Father and me in others arms; many a ſweet bargaip he 
made before, and he hath made this among, the reſt. | reign 
2238 over my eroſſes; I will not flatter a temptation, nor 
bye, the devil a good word; I deiy. bells iron gates: God 
h paſt over my quarrelling of him at E my entry here, and 
naw hefeedeth and feaſteth with me: Praiſc, praiſe with me; 
Ria us exalt his name together. 
Aberd. March. JS 163 37. Tour, Brother i in Chrift, 5 S. R 


3 WALELAMGORDON of Whitepark. 5 


Worthy Sir. R 6. 2 J 
Race, merey and peace be unto you. T long to hear from 
you. Lam, here * Lord's = and patient, oy 
io eſe: a 1 


led as ſoftly by my Pbyſfcian, as + 
cure. I was at hard terms with my Lord, and p eaded yer 


him ; but I had the worſt fide ; it is a wonder, he ſhould hare 


- ſuffered the like of me to have nicknamed the Son of his love, 
Cbriſt, apd to call him à changed Lord, who had forſaben 
me; but misbelief hath never a good word to ſ peak of Chrii 
The droſs of my crol>athered a ſcum of fears in the fits, 


S @ & @a we © a ww - Maa Serre. 


Epiſt. 113. LET T RES. 2 
1-eping, and not regarding my ſorxpw ; but my Goldſmith, Þ} 
Grid. wa pee to take off the — and burn it in the 
fre. And 
and far 


ter, 

weight; and I hope, he hath not loſed one grain- weight, 
_— his ſervant. Now: his love in my heart 2 
mighty heat : He knoweth, that the deſire I h 
himſelf paincth -me, + Lhave fick nights, and frequent fits of 
live. fevers for / my Welbeioved ; g painet 
but want of preſence: I think it long till day; 
time, as too flow in its pace, that holdeth my only, only fair 


— 


leſſed be my Finer, he hath made the mettal bet · 
niſhed new tupply of Grace, to cauſe me hold 


One, my LOVE, my Welbeloved, from me 20 if we were to- 


gether once! 1 am like an old crexed ſhip, that hath endured 
many ſtorms, and that would tain be in the lee of the ſhore, . 
and teareth new ſtorms: I would be that nigh Heaven, that 
the ſhadow of it might break the force of the. ſtorm, and the 
traged ſhip might win to land. hay Lord's ſun calteth a heat 


of love, and beam of light on my ſoul. My bleſſing thrice e- 
very day upon the ſweet croſs of Chriſt: I am not aſhamed 


of my garland, the baniſh'd Miniſter ( which is theterm of - 
Aberdeen.) Love, love defieth reproaches : The love of 


Chriſt hath a croſlet of Proof on it, and arrows will not draw 


blood of it: We are more than conquerors, through the blood 
of him that hath loved us, Rom. viii. the devil and the world 
they cannot wound the love of Chriſt. I am further from yield- 
ing to the courſe of defection, than when I came hither : Suffe- 
rings blunt not the fiery edge of love; caſt love in the floods of 
it careth not for the world's busked 
and plaiſtered offers. It hath pleaſed my Lord, ſotolyne my 
heart with the love of my Lord Jeſus, that; as if the field 
were already won, and I on the other {ide of time, I laugh at 
the world's golden pleaſures, and at this dirty idol, that the) } 
ſons of Adam worſhip : - This worm-eaten god is that which 
my ſoul hath fallen out of love with. Sir, ye were once my 
hearer: I deſire now to hear from you and your wife; I ſa. 
lut her and your children with bleiſings : I am glad, that ye 
are ſtill hand faſted with Chriſt: Go on in your journey, 
and take the city hy violence : Keep your garments clean: 
clean virgins to your Husband the Lamb; The world 
ſhall follow you to heaven's gates; and ye would not wiſh it 


hell, it will ſwim above: 


to go in with you. Keep fait Chriſt's love: pray for me, as 
Ido for you; the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Aberd. March 13. 1635. Tours in his ſweet bord F-ſws,.$. 
: | 
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h me now, 
1 challenge 


C 
« 


* ) 
CLE 


* 
| By 
3 
. 


: Reverend and dear Brotbe n. 
Received your Letter: A y ey; Fn 
glorious name, my loſſes are my gain, my priſon a' pas 
lace, and my ſad neſs fovfulnels At my farſt Ar my * 
henfions-wrought ſo upon my eroſs, that 7 became jealous of 
the love of Chrift, as being by bim thruft out of the Vineyard, 
and I was under great challenges (as ordinarily melted gold 
caſteth firit a drofty ſcum; and Satan and our corruption form 
the firſt words that the heavy crols ſpeaketh, and lay, Gad i 
angry; be loveth you not) but our apprehenfions are not ca- 
nezical ; they dite lies of God and Chrif#s love. But ſince 
my ſpirit was ſettled, and the clay fallen to the bottom of the 
well, I tee better what Chriſt was doing: and now my Lord 
is returned with ſalvation under his wings; now I want lit- 
tle of half a heaven, and I find Chriſt every day ſo ſweet, 
comfortable, lovely and kind, as three things only trouble me. 
1. I ſee not how to be thankful, or how to get help to praiſe 
* that royal King, who raiſeth up theſe that are bowed down. 
2. His love paineth me, and woundeth my ſoul, ſo as I am 
in a fever, for want of real preſence. 3. An exceflive deſire 
to take inſtruments in God's name, that this is Chriſt and his 
truth I now ſuffer for, yea, the apple of the eye of Chriſt's 
honour, even the ſovereignty and royal privileges of our King 
and Law-giver,Chrift : And therefore let no man ſcar atChriſt's 
croſs, or raiſe an ill report upon him, or it; for he beareth 
the ſufferer and it both. I am here troubled with the diſputes 
ofthe great doctors (eſpecially with D. B. in cere monial and 
Arminian controverſies, for all are corrupt here) but, I thank 
God, with no detriment to the truth, or diſcredit to my pro- 
feſſion: So then, I ſee that Chriſt can triumph in a weaker 
man nor I, and who can be more weak? But his Grace is 
ſufficient for me. Brother, remember our old covenant, and 
pray for me, and write to me your caſe. The Lord Jeſus be 
with your Spirit. f!!! oo I RR ene 
Aberd. March 13. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R 
_ - — — — — — — 
To JOHN MEINE. | 
Dear Brother, | C 
| Race, mercy and peace be unto you: Iwonder ye ſent me 
AF not an anſwer to my laſt Letter; for I ſtand in cn, 
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m in ſome piece of court with our great king, whoſe love 
olg cauſe 3 dead man ſpeak and live a Whether my — : 
Will continue or not, | cannot well ay; but I have bis car 
=_ [T5 and (to his glory only [ ſpeak it) no penury ofthe + 
%& his - iſſes ot the don of God. He, thinketh good to cait apples 
pve me n my priſon to play withal, leſt I mould think long 
apre- and faint; | muſt give over all attempts to tathom the depth 
us of Wl of bis love: All lean do is but to ſtand beſide his great love, 
and look and wonder. My debts of thanktuineſs affright meg. 
gold L ar my creditor get a dyvour· bill and ragged account: 
orm would be mu ah the better of help O for help! and that ye 
ad i⸗ would take notice of my caſe. Yaur not writing to me maketh 
te. me think. ye ſuppoſe that I am not to be bemoaned, becauſe he 
ſinee is com ortable-; but | have pain in my untbankfulneſs, and 
frhe pain in the feeling of his love, while I am ſick again for real 
Lord WM preſence, and real poſſeſſion of Chriſt ; yet there is no g uE 
« lit- (ir / may fo ſpeak) nor fond love in Chriſt: He caſteth me 
reet, down ſometimes with challenges for old faults; and I know, he 
me, kroweth well, that ſweet comforts are ſwelling; and therefore 
raiſe Wl forrow muſt make a yent to the wind: My. dumb Sabbaths 
wa. are undercotting wounds: The condition of this oppreſſed 
lam Kirk, and my brother's caſe (1 thank you and your Wife, far 
efire your kindneſs to him) hold my fore ſmarting, and keep my 
1 his WW wounds bleeding; but the ground · work ſtandeth ſure. Pray 
riſt: Wl for me. Grace be with you. Remember me to your wite.. 
King Aberd. March 14. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 


2 
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reth "To Mr THOMAS GARVEN, 
tes | | 1 
and ' Reverend and dear Brother, ; 


Biels you for your letter; it was a ſhower to the new- 
mown graſs: The Lord hath given you the tongue of 
the learned; be fruitful and humble: It is poihble ye come 
to my caſe, or the like; but the water is neither la deep, nor 
the ſtream ſo ſtrong, as it is called: I think my fire is not hot, 
my water dry-land, my loſs rich tots. O 1; the walls of my 
En be high, wide and large, ard the place ſweet! No man 
weth it, no man, | ſay, knoweth it ( dear Brother) ſo 
well, as he and J; no man can put it down in black ang white, 
as my Lord hath ſealed it in my heart: my poor ſtock is 
grown, ſince / came to Aberdeen: And if any had knownthe 
wrong I did, in being jealous of ſuch an honeſt Lover asChriſt, 
Who with-held not his love from me, they would think the 
| more 


\ 


- 22 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt 11 
more of it; but i ſee, he muſt be above me in mercy : I wil 
never ftrive with him: To think to recompenſe him, igtolly; 


of that, the Bridegroom's. Love-ring : The children of the 
wedding - chamber have cauſe to slip, and leap for joy; for the 


feet and comfortable. O time, be nat flow ! O Sun, move [pt 
- that we may once meet! Br. tber, I contain my ſelf, for watt 
"of time Pray for me: I hope to remember you. The 


bf God in Chriſt, enrich you? Grace be with you. 
Aberd. March 14. 1637. Tours in bis ſmeet Lord Feſus, SK 
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If i had as many angeis tongues, as there have fallen drops of 
rain ſince the creation, or as thereare leaves of trees in all the 
forreſts of the earth, or ſtars in the heaven, to praiſe; yet my 
Lord ſeſus would ever be behind with me: We will never £:t 
our accounts ftt:d; a pardon mult cloſe the reckoning : or 
his comforts to me, in this honourable cauſe, have almoit put 
me beyond the bounds of modeſty ; howbeit I will not let et 
xy one know, what is betwizt us. Love, love (I mean Chriſty 
love) is the hotteſt coal that eyer I felt : O but the ſmoke of it 
be hot Caſt all the ſalt ſea on it, it will flame; hell cannot 
queneh it: Many, many waters will not quench love. Chriſt 
5 turned over to his poor priſoner in a mals and globe of love: 
I wonder he ſhould waſte is muh love upon ſuch a waſtet a 
1 am ; but he is no waſter, but abundant in mercy : He hath 
no #iggard's alms, when he is plealed to give. O that! 
*could invite all the Nation to love him ! Free grace is an un- 
known thing: This World hath heard but a bare name o 
-Chriſt, and no more; there are infinite plyes in his love, 
that the ſaints will never win to unfold : 1 would it were bet 
ter known, and that Chriſt got more of his own due than he 
"doth. Brother, ye have choſen the good part, who have ti. 
ken part with Chriſt : 'Ye will ſee him win the field, and ye 
ſhall get part of the ſpoil, when he divideth it. I hey ar 
bat fools who laugh at ds : for they ſee but the backſide of 
the moon; yet our mocn· ligbt is better than their twelve 
hours Sum: We have gotten the new heavens, and, as a pledge 


marriage: ſupper is drawing nigh, and we find the fowr-b:gr! 


Aily and haſten our Banquet! Q Bridegroom,be like a Re, 
A young Hart upon the mountains! O Welbeloved, run fal, 


good - will of him who dwelt in the Buſh, the tender mers 
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Fats 0 * 5 Glee 
NET CY 1 ] 
ws from my priſon, and-1 ſhall you news. A 
my firſt entry hither, Chriſt and I agreed par well upon it: - | | 
ee l 


for, my heart was a ef er * 


hat Lwas an 71 rr 
tree —.— be Vina, and But held The fun oF the c good pl 
with my idle ſhadow, and therefore TD had 
evil ſervant : be ſelds to Tendon. 0 
„Alis — 2 My apprehanſions 
rs, and unbel 


7 


{x ny ſelf in a bard pv 1 AE Thad 
in a 
chat | Oh had. Honored be Foe 2 e | 5 1 
an u. my, heart, Theſe are words, of men, w Lok 
ame oi and cannot tell if l be a falſe itneſs o 


is love, this matter been as wilful 1 2 1% L 

ere bet · ¶ come gver the brae, and br - 

than he met, à haſty; fool and -2 wiſe, 1 and | 
have ti - He took no law-advantage. of my folly, but waited on till u 
and yell ill blood was fallen, and my bled "and troubled: well bes ' ll 
hey f gan to clear ; he was never a whit angry at the fever-revings Mi 
elide a of a poor tempted ſinnex he mereifully forgave; 2 = 
twelve came (as it well becometh him) -with gar k BE 77 | 
pledge to a ſinner, who deſerved; the contrar 553 ; Apd 

1 of the tent to kiſs my black mouth, to put 


d to 
; for the feed me with as many. conſolations hl ol e hungry 
nb 5 yer! dare not lay, he is 2. waſter of OGG, - the — 5 
ove jptt- would hay me;up:; one grainewe E ye }J 
; Roe, nM caſten . — Now a 15 like — 9 ing, 
run fal, erowned in Zion? Where will / get a ſeat fon gayal Ma - = 
for wait w ſer. him on? I could ſet him as far aboye the heavegs, Wl 
. The thouſand rhouſands of heights deriſcd. by en pad, ang Cs. 
ge, Sir help mp pale. E207 ith 
9 KY me Js 2 * 18 1 

Th W 5 

7 mit N 
2 4 ta the glob of ſea 
bort arins: 442 e 


| 214 Mr: -Retheffoor s Epiſt. 118, 11 
| Witneſs with his cofnfortsto a fight-dreant. ' ads, 
your prayers, and the prayer and bleiling of a priſoner of Chriſt 
de upon you. Grace be with you, uu. 
 Aberd. March 14. 1637. Tours in his ſmeet Lord Feſus, S. 


ge ge III ONE.» e ul — — — 
Fo ALEXANDER GORDON ef Knockgraj, 


Dear Brother, © 1 TL uk . den 
Have not leiſure to write to you : Chriſt's ways were 
known to you, long hefore I (who am but a child) kiey 

ny thing of him. What wrong, and violence the Prelatet 

may, by God's imon, do unto you, for your trial, [ 
now not; but this 1 know, that your ten days tribulation 
will end: contend to the laft breath for Chriſt, Baniſhment 
out of theſe kingdoms is determined againſt me, as I hear; this 
land dow not bear me: I pray you, recommend my caſe and 
bonds to my brethren and s, with you; I intruſt more of 
my ſpiritual comfort to you and them, that way, ny dear 

Brother, than to many in this kingdom beſides. I hope, ye 

will not be wanting to Chriſt's priſoner. Fear nothing, for! 

aſſure you, Alexander Gordon of Knockgray ſhall win away, 
and get his foul for a prey: And what can he then want that 
zs worth the having? Your friends are cold (as ye write) and 
' To are theſe, in whom I truſted much: Our Husband doth wel 
in breaking our idols in pieces: Dry wells ſend us to the 

Lf. Fountain, My life is not dear to me, ſo being I may fulfil my 
| eurſe with joy. I fear, you nmuſt remove, if your new hire- 

| 


2 


| ding will not bear your diſcountenaneing of him; for the Pre- 
late is afraid, Chriſt get you, and that he hath no will cl. 
Grace be with you. Ihe « | 15 

Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord and Maſter, S. R. 
— — — — — 


1 JOHN FLEMING, Baillie of Leith 


_*- | Worthy and dearly beloved in the Tord, 
face, mercy and peace be anto you: I received yc 
AF lettet : 7 wiſh 7 could fatisfie your deſires, in drawing 

up 21d framing for you a Chriſtian Direfory : But the lean 
ed have done it before me, more judiciouſly than I can; ef 

"Bally Mr. Rodgers, Greenham and Perkins: notwithſtandir 

+F ſhall ſhew you, What I would have been at my ſelf (bon 

beit I came always ſhort of my purpoſe.) 1. That bound 
te day, leſs or more time, for the word and prayer, be gin 


1 


, —_ — l 
— — 


of pride, | 
+ of 


der 

ny = worſhip. G. 
"= thoughts be Sided, 8 2 Et — eee ores 
* of ſuch eeute the T rut uar t; for we 

ation mix ur a ih our OWN wid, H. * That known, diſcove- 
wert red and revealed fins, that. are againſt the conſeience, be --f 
zt ſebewed, as moſt dangerous preparatives to hardneſs of heart. ® i 
$. That in dealing with men, faith and truth in covenants 
ore of and trafficking be · regarded; that we deal 1 i 
dem cerity; that n lying wer 

e, ye chat our carriage · be ſuch, ire ee, may eu: 
, forl WY bonourably of our ſweet. Maſter and 
ai deen much challenged, 1. For not 2 
f that WH the laſt end: That 7 do not eaty drink, 
5) and WY 2nd think for God. 2. That 7'bave not 


ve * 
* 
by good 


wp company; and that / vey not ſour wor of Goa rays: even 
natural and wicked men, as by reproving ſwearing ; 

fil my them, or becauſe of being a ſilent witneſs to their looſe Ay | 

v birt- e, and becauſe I intended not in all to do good. 

— 2 3. That the woes and calamities of the Kirk, and 


rofellors, have not moved me. 4- That at the r of the ; 
of Dovid, Paul and the like, when it humbled me, 1 (c t- 
ing 5 far ſhort of their holineſs ry laboured not to imitate them, 
off at leaſt, according to the meafure of God's grace. 
5. That unrepented fins of youth were not looke&to, and la- 
mented for. G. That ſudden A* ngs of pride, luſt, revenge, 
d maurned for. 7. I hat 


à2— 
-Lainſt the mw —_ in pabick — = - 
tables, of ordinary 6 conference. 10. That in _ Dondles, 
Thave reccived . Chriſt's I 


ps Mr. Ratherſbord's FPpift. 12h; 
im in his chaſtauing 3 whit the event hath ſaid, All was in 
merey 11. Nothing more meyeth me, and weighteth my ſoul, 
than that I could never for my heart, in my proſperity, 1 
wreſtle in prayer with God, nor be ſo dead to the world, 
hungry 2 ek of love for Chriſt, ſo heavenly-minded, 2 
when ten ſtone weight of a heavy croſs was upon me. 12 
That the croſs extorted ven; of new obedience, which eaſe 
hath blown away, as chaff before the wind. 13. That pra- 
Rice was ſo ſhort-and narrow, and light fo long and broad. 14, 
That death hath not been often meditated _ 15. That] 
have not been careful of gaining others to Chriſt. 16. That 
my grace and gifts bring forth little or no thankfulneſs. There 
are ſome things alſo, whereby have been helped: As, 1.1 
have benefited by riding alone a long journey, in givin 
that time to prayer. 2. By-abſtinence, and giving days to 
23. By praying for others; for, by making an errand to God 
dor them, I have gotten ſomething for my &1f. 4. Phave been 
really confirmed, in many particulars, that God heareth pray- 
ers; and therefore I uicd to pray for any thing, of how little 
importance ſoever. 5. He enabled me to make no queſti 
chat this mocked way, which is nicknamed, is the offly 
to heaven. Sir, Theſe and many more occurrences in ny ik 
would be looked unto : And, 1. Thoughts of Atheiſm would 
be watched over, as, If there be 4 God in beaven : Which 
will trouble and affault the beſt, at ſome times. 2. Growth 
in grace would be cared for, above all things; and falling 
from our firſt love mourned for. 3. Conſcience made of pray- 
ing for the enemies, who are blinded. - Sir, I thank you molt 
_, kindly. for your care of my Brother and me alſo: I hope it i; 
laid up for you, and remembred in heaven. I am ſtill aſhamed 
with Chriſt's kindneſs to ſuch a ſinner as I am : He hath left 
fire in my heart, that hell cannot caſt water on, to quench 
or extinguiſſi it. Help me to praiſe, and pray for me; for ye 
have a priſoner's bleſſing and prayers. Remember my love to 


"your wife, Grace be with you. ; {5-4 
Aberd. March. 15. 1637. Durs in Chrift Je ſis, S. R. 


. ROBERT GORDON & Knockbrez. | 


h very dear Brother, I | 
GY mercy and peace be unto you. I thought to have 
AF anſwered your two letters upon this occaſion, they 
Jeannot ſay all chat I would. Your timeous word 9 

4 WY heh 
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Epi. 20. LET T ERS. 217 
labs in the 42475 but in him who * * me 
in due time: I find the conſolations and f- fallings, that fol- 
i oy: Chriſt, ſo ſweet, that 1 forget my ſelf: 
urpoſe is, when Chriſt's: bany-combs drop, 
——— fx to receive and feed upon his comforts, not 
yet to — «Joy 172 4 baſtard-god,, ' or my new-fcund-beaven * 
But what ſhal ? Chriſt very oſten, in his ſweet com- 
forts, cometh ke Bs and it were a fan to cloſe the door. 
upon him: it-is nie * love and delight in — | 
es, When I am not dotingly wooing; nor eag ; 
W ing kiſſes z but when they came clean from the timber $72 
pag ki it ſelf, that cometh: of its. own —_— chen / cannot 
but laugh u n him, who laugheth upon a 
— and alone, 2 Chriſt If, e 
I 5 ſend _ back again the gate they came, and 
make them avelnome 3 but when the King's train cometh, — 
the King in the midſt of the company, O how am I overjoyed 
with floods of loves I fear not, that — great ſpeats of love 
r the g corn, and looſe plants at the roots: 
Eric doch mn cha where — but certainly, / 
would with ſuch ſpiritual 4 love the Bridegroo room, 
better than his gifts, n drink«Money.  F would 
be further in upon Chriſt, than at his 5 joys 5! they but ſtand-in 
the outer-fide oe Chriſt ; 1 would widh to be in, as -a ſeal on 
bis heart; in, where his love and merey lodgeth, beſide his 
heart. My Welbeloved hath raviſned me; but it is done 
with conſent; of parties, and it is allowable enough: Bur, 


you, (that. ye may lift — — my Ring in praiſes with me) Chriſt 
bath been keeping ſomething theſe fourteen years for me, that 
have now gotten in my —— _— 
Name s lake; even an opened — 4 ed comforts, and 
freſh joys-coming new, and green, and d any from the fair 
faireſt face of iſt, my Lord. Lewthe ſowre Law, let 
ſes, let hell be - cried down: Love, love hath' ſhamed me 
from 1 my old ways. Whether I have a race to run, or ſome | 
work ade, I ſee not; but I think, Chriſt ſeemeth to leave 
yen Sita ſay ſo) and iy court, and come down to laugh, 
y, and ſport wich? a daft bairu. I am not thus plain 

wr A ] write to: It is — I be miſconſtructed, and 
deemed to ſeek a name; but my Witneſs above knoweth, I 
* to have a good name raiſed upon Chriſt, F obſerve it to 
be our u fly, to frre — Chriſt ; becauſe our n | 


n dear Brother, erg I part with this ſubject, I muſt gell! 


that am in for his 


* = 


| ey Mc. Ruthoſwrts. Fiſt. ths! 
„ nov be our ſupper 3 nor our pripine ſent” by the Bride- 


— — 
— Se Ag 


ſum | 
I trow, few ot us know, how much may be had of Chriſt: 
for a four-hours, TOTO and earneſt: We are like the 
young heir, who knoweth not the whole bounds, of his own 
rdihip. Certainly it is more than my part to ſay, O ſweet- 
; nr Jeſus, what howheit I were ſplit and broken in 
e thouſand: ſheerds or bits. of clay, ſo being every ſbeard 
had à beart to love thee, and every one as many tongues u 
there are in heaven, to fng praiſes to thee, before men aul 
angels for ever more? Therefore, if my ſufferings cry good- 
neis, and praiſe, and honour upon ChiRt, my ſtipend is well 
= Each one knoweth not what a life Chriſt's love is: 
not at ſuffering for Chriſt ; for Chriſt hath a chair, and 
a cuſhion, and ſweet peace for” a ſufferer : Chriſt's trencher 
from the firſt meſs of the high-table, is for # ſinful witneſs, 
O then, brother, who but Chriſt ! who but Chriſt ! hold 
your tongue of lovers, where he cometh out! O all 
fleſh, O duſt and*aſhes, O angle, O glorified fpirits, O al 
the ſhields of the world, be ſilent before him, come hither Wl 
and behold our Bridegroom, ſtand ſtill and wonder for ever- 
More at him! Why Ceaſe. we to love and wonder, to kiſs and 
aud adore him? it is 2 bard matter, that days lie betwirt 
mie and him, and hold us aſunder. O how long, how long! 
. N many. miles are there to my Bridegroom's dwelling- | 
1 uſe! it is a pain to #:/# Chriſt's love any longer. But it 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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may be, a drunken man loſe his feet, and miſs a ſtep. Ye | 
write to me, Hall-binks are ſlippry : I do not think my dawt- | 
ing world wilt ill laſt, and that feaſts will be my ordinary Wl 
{ food; I would haye humility, patience and faith, ro ſet down | 

| 


both my feet, when I come to the north- ſide of the cold and 

thorny hill. It is ill my common, to be ſwier to go an er- 

rand for Chriſt, and to take the wiud upon my face for him. 
Tord, let me never be & falſe witneſs, to deny, that I ſaw 

Chriſt take the pen in his hand, and fubſcribe my writs. My 
dear brother, ye complain to me, ye cannot hold fight of me: 
but, were J a footman, 7 ſhould go at leiſure; but lometimes 
W the King taketh me into his w_ and draweth me ; and | 
then 1 _— my ſelf: but alas, I am ſtill a forlorn tranſ- | 
greſſor. O how unthankful ! I will not put you off your ſenſe ; 
| 


of darkneſs; but let me ſay this, Who gave you proftor-fee, to 

ſpeak for the-Law, that can ſpeak for it ſelf, better than je 

d? 7 would got have you to bring your ditfqy in _ 
. 14 | _ | - | 
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ppiſt. 150. LETTERS, N 
n boſom with you to Chriſt : Let the old man and the : { 
new man be fummoned before Chriſt's tir rac im and ler 
them be ether beſhre Chriſt, and F 


Be I hope, howbeit man complain of his 4 
hs pore, 3 - Furr ook black _ 
TR acl can ſay J am 3 as the tent? of Kedar: Ye 


Ein not hang my advice; not Eee de, 
— by ſome experience, (which ye knew before -I 
t ſuiteth not a ranfomed man of Chriſt's buying, to 
0 — plea for the ſuwre Law, our old forecaſten husband: 
Fw 2re now not under the Law, (as a Covenant) but un- 
der Grace. e are in no man's common but Chriſt's : r 
he bemoaneth you more than you do your ſelt; I fay 
caſe] am vearied of urge 1 thoughe it it had tad becy | 
- humility, to ops (hop Chrit was angry with 
becauſe of my dumb em and my 50 heart; -bugl feel 
now but aiking s: my g , whether I will or 
not, ſwelleth upon Bet But let us 4 i in Grace's hall-floor, 
— before Chriſt. I deny nothing that the | 
will challenge me of; but I turn it all back upon himſelf: Let 
bim look bis own old counts, if he be angry, * he will bo 
no more of me: When Chriſt faith, 7 _— 
meet him with this, Trac, Lord ; but thou oft made a 
end Prince to give me repentance, AG v. 31. When Chriſt bog 
eth a challeng n us, we muſt bind a promiſe back upon 
kim : Be wo, ar pul — your ſelf in the duſt before God (hide 
is ſuitable) but withal let Chriſt take the payment in his 
own hand, and pay himſelf off the firſt end of his own merits 5 - I 
elſe he will come behind, for any thing we can do. I am 
every way in your caſe, as hard-hearted' and dead, as any 
man; but yer [ ſpeak to Chriſt through my ſleep. Let us 
then proclaim a free marlet for Chriſt, and ſwear our ſelves - 
bare, and ery on him, to come without money and buy us, 
and take us Fo me to our ranſom-payer's ene 8 and ler u 
be Chriſt's free- boarders; becauſe we do not pay the old, we 
may not retuſe to take on Chriſſ's new debt of mercy 1 Let us 
do our beſt, Chriſt will ſtill he behind witli us, and-many 
terms will run to gether. For m we part, = me ſtand ſor ever- 
more in his book, Ge a forlorn dyvour; I muſt defire to be 
this far in his common of new, as to kg his feet: I 
know not how to win to a beartſom fill and feaſt of Chris 
lave ; for I dow neither buy, nor beg, nor borrow ; and yet I 
capor Want i 3 I dow pot want it, <A as ty 
4 | [if 
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to my 
marie Lore 


— 


ys "FOLLELANDER GORDON e 


Mee boneared and vi Sir 


Race, mercy and ace be utto. you., I on bb 
: you; Lreceived ow letters 2 wy, 3 Lam = 


med pf a word; a dry plant wor ing. 


ye ſome watring. 
caſe bet wirt Chriſt my Lord. 5 ſtandet — n 505 


and jealouſie, faith and. ſuſpi cion of his 3 it is a maryel 
— N pe e "L think bes uns 


| 7 $441 15 Hh SY break me aud 
1 25 ; 15 Chin ha bark ta nd new thaughts of 3 
it —_—_ as I have of it, It "ok ſhould. then be at a-/ad 


: 'He. humoureth not à fool like me in my unbelief, but 


he me, and fathereth 8 upon me; Chriſt is ra- 


Der like the poor Jens. and $90 wendy 32 C d (beg $6708 lore) 

$ Wankam: I cannot. fo of my 
hole love; for — . Ham want. Site errand rag ho feed ing. 
Bad be thanked, my Bridegroom tireth not of wosing: Ho- 
nour to him, he 1 is a wilful Suiter. of my ſoul; but as Jouè is 
His, Nin is mine, thar I have nothing 40 give him ; bis count 
hook.is full of my;debts of ang kindneſs and Hes, love. to. 
Tard me ;, Oh chat I might read with watyy, c ! O that 
g nll give me. the intereft o: interęſt to pay bac ack! Or ra- 
1 ſoal's near is, that he would comprize my perſon, 
þ fel va body, 24 eee, Frrow and deſire, 
1 5 ve the and let me he r2yped.and eld to Chriſt, 
| by . amy. Greditor* s houſe and his fire - ſide. I bo 


=o ee gp 00) could, I would ſell my ſelf without rever- 
an to Chriſt; Q ſweet — Jeſus, make a market, and over- 
= bid allmy hart E dare fwear, there is a myſtery in Criſt, 
which! never Hues a ſtety of lone. O if he would lay by 
be lapief the ing that 1 5 Cab and les my gricnns 


* 
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iſt. #299 . E ERS. as 
e 7 Ar break the dpor, and be in upon h % WM 


for bam an hung red and 
Ss; ir it Ye or 28 e would. tell him, how ſick my 
8755 or 8958 pt, a bearty draught of Chriſt's love! E 1 
2 Ait. e e word in this = 
* 1 | as I do upon his love it is a p b 
Sri t bimſelf ſhould not rather be my beart's * — 
1 s manifeſted love. 1 would latishe me, in ſome mea- 
5 if | had any bud to give for his love ; ſhall J offer him 
my praiſes Alas, he is more than praiſes give it over to 
get him e calted arcording to his worth, which is above what, 
Jaa be known: Let all this time | am tempting him, to ſee if 
dere be both love and anger 7 inchim againſt me. 1 . luck 
zam fl ed from his lo:k (dear to me) and from teedin mbs; 
nin go therefore ip ſarkeloth, as one who hath lo hy wife of 
y Ws utb. Grief and ſorrow are ſuſpicious, and ſpue out a- 
loves gainſt him the ſaroke of jealouſies; and I ſay often, Sbem me 
rel wherefore thou conten ith me 7 Tell me, 2 read the 
wiſt, Wl proceſs againſt me: But I know, I cannot anſwer his alledg - 
wh aner; I will loſe the cauſe, hegt cometh to open Nadins. 
ange Oh if I could force my heart to —— dreams to be dreams 
Let when Chriſt giveth my fears the lie, and ſaith to me, The) 
art à liar, then am — I reſolve to hope to be quiet, and 
to lie on the brink upon my ſide, till the water fall, ar the 
faord be rideable;: — howbeit there be xe n upon me in 
longing for deliverance, that I may {p peak of, him in the great 
congregation ; yet I think there is joy in —_—— aingnd au- ait. 
ing: and I even rejoice, that he putteth — for a ti 
and ſhifteth me. O if I could 4 on for all eterqity, bow 
beit ſhould neyer get my ſoul's defire, fo being he were — 
rined! I would wih, my pain and my — 
long to ſerve him; for, I know, Tam a clay - veſſel, Tn _— 
be his ule. O if my very broken ſheards could ſerve to glo- 
de him! I deſire "Chrites grace to be willzngly content, that 
ay bell (excepting his — and diſpleaſure, which 1 . 
tof all play; tor ſubmiſſion to this is not called - for) were a 
F reaching of his glory to men and angels, for ever and ever! 
When alli is done, New can J add to him? or what can ſuch - 


Lord; and ty her good Husband, who is broken” with 
heard of late of your new 


. terings are Chriſt's advantage and v; for he is pleiſed 
wer, g clean Kirk out of the fire; he in whh this play: He 
w 


| bundred-fold more, it may be, even in this life. The prayets 


ET bis reverend and lv Brother, Mr. JOHN NEVAY, 


0 


| 1 cond, and a lovely Companion to a poor priſoner. I find my ex- 
tre mity hath ſharpned the edge of his love and kindneſs, ſo as he 
ſeemeth to deviſe nem ways of expreſſing the ſweetueſs of his 


s Chriſt's r and exerciſcth it ſelf, in caſting out 


his throne. I would deſire no more tor my heaven, 


E | 1 Rubberfoor Þs Epik. 120 12 85 | 
her agree f ill, that that E to Kail, and 
houfe : My Lord's e * neſt of unclean bürdz give 


if harlot, "hatloe Seetland would rur upon her Nate 


whoriſh be 1 But theſe r « F ian 

by the Biſhop 2 Galomy, 
Fear not clay, worms meat let Truth and Chrift get no w 
in your hand: it is your gain, if Chriſt be glorified ; 121 
your glory to be Chriſt's witneſs. 7 perfrrade ou, your uf. 


to reckon them ſo. Let me hear from you: Chriſt is but win. 


nat 'be in your commor#or any charges ye are at in his 
ſervice ; he is not poor to fit in your debt; he will repay an 


and bleſſing of Chriſt's s priſoner be with you. 
Aberd. 163 7. Dur Brother in bis r ſweet . Lord Fam, 8. * 


—— , * WV 1 n 


we, and 1 A s 5 

ce, mercy an be unto you recei 

8 April 12 5 28 I Aid zbgcher of March 25. — 2 — 
for Me. Are Cant, - T am not a little gri rieved, that dur 
Mother- church is running ſo quickly to the Brot hel: bouſe, and 
that we are hiring lovers, and giving gifts to the great - 
ther of fornications: Alas, that our Husband is like to quit 
us ſo ſhortly !#It were my part (if I were able) when our 
Husband is departing; to ſtir up my ſelf to take hold of him, 
and keep him 15 this land; for I know him to be a ſweet Se · 


love to my ſoul. Suffering for Chriſt is the very 


flames of fire and ſparks of heat, to warm ſuch a' frozen heart 
as I have: And if Chriſt weeping in ſackcloth be. ſo ſweet, 
I cannot find any imaginable thoughts to think what 
he will be, when we clay-bodies (ha put off mortality) 
ſhall come up to the marriage-hall and . great palace, and 
behold the clothed in his robes- royal, fitting on 


beneath the moon, while I am ſighing in this ou 7 
clay, bus daily renewed feaſts of love with Chriſt, and 
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Epiſt. 1e LET) 

now and then to feed my hanger wit 

my boy that is like the ſun in his ſtrength at poori-dape © I 

would willingly ſubſeribe an ample refignation to Chriſt of 

the fourteen Prolacies of this land, and of all the moſt de- 
l 


LETTERS . 


tghtful pleaſures on earth, and forfeit - — of this clay- 


d, this earth, which Adam's fooliſh ren worſhip, to 
— no other exerciſe, but to lie in a love bed with Chriſt, 


and fill this hungred and famiſhed ſoul with kiſſing, embracir 
and real enjoying of the Son of God: And I think, then 1 


might write to my friends, That I had found the golden world, 


and. look out, and laugh at the poor bodies, who are ſlaying 


one another for feathers: For verily, Brother, ſince I came 


to his priſon, I haye.conceived 2 new and extraordinary epi- 


r with ur 


nien of Chriſt, which-I had not before; for I perceive, we 


fiſt all our joys to Chriſt, till he and we be in our own houſe - © 


above, as married parties: thinking that there is nothing of 
it here to be ſought or found, but only hope. and fair promi- 
ſes; and that Chriſt will give us nothing here but tears, ſad- 
nels, croſſes; and that we ſhall never feel the ſmell of the fow- 
ers of that high garden of paradiſe above; till we come there: 
Nay, but I find it is poſſible to find young glory, anda y 
green paradiſe of joy, even here. I know, Chriſt skiſles 
caſt 2 more ſtrong and refreſhful ſmell of incomparable glory 
arid je, in heaven, than they do here; becauſe a drink of the 


Well of life, up at the Wells bead, is more ſweet and freſh 
by far, than that which we get in our borrowed, old, run- 
ning-out veſſels, and our wooden diſhes here: Vet I am now 
periwaded, it is our folly to friſt all till the term-day, ſeeing 
abundance of earneſt will not diminiſh any thing of our prin- 
eipal ſum. We dream of hunger in Chriſt's houſe, while we 


are here, altho' he alloweth feaſts upon all the bairns, within 


God's houſhold: it were good then to ſtore our ſelves with 
mo borrowed kiſſes of Chrift, and with mo borrowed viſits, 
till we enter beirs to our new inheritance, and our Tutor puts 
us in 8 of our own, when we are paſt minority. Oh 
that all the young heirs woyld ſeek more, and a greater and a 
nearer communion with my Lord Tutor, the prime Heir of all, 
Chriſt ! I wiſh, for my part, I could ſend you, and that Gen- 

who wrote his commendations to me, into the King's in- 
nermoſt celar and houſe of wine, to be filled with love; a drink 
of this love is worth the having indeed: We carry our ſelves hut 
too too nicely with Chriſt our Lord; and our Lord loveth not 
riceneſs, and dryneſs, and uncouthneſs in friends. Since need 
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yet L reſolve tocaſ my ſell with an wit ñ.on my Lord, ap 


— 


common z for it 


15 — — 7 —.— my preſent 
cale,.in my imprilgnment, deliverance {ior apy appearance] 
Ee) looketh, cold-liks; iy- hope; [it it. looked ta, or leaned 
upon men, ſhould wither. „ 


to let my faith ſwim,where it loſeth grousd. I am under a 
neceſſity eit her of fainting (which I hope my Maſter, of whom 


I boaſt all the day, ſhall avert) or then to ja my faith upon 


ſtick by my grip; and { 


on 

ope my 4 ide it out, ſeeing Chriſt is willing to 
blow his Tweet wind in my ſails, . and, mendeth * clo. * 
ſeth the lekes in my ſhip, and ruleth all; it will be ſtrange, 


if à believing paſſenger be caften, overboard. As ter 


your maſter, ay Lord and my Lady, Iwill be loth to for- 


get them: 7 think my prayers (ſuch as they are) are due debt 
to him, and I ſhall be far more engaged to his Lordſhip, if hebe 
faſt for Chrift, (as J hope he will) now when ſo many of bis 
coat and * ſlip from Chriſt's hack, and leave him to fend 
for himſelf. I entreat you, remember my love to that worthy 


- 


Gentleman A. C. who ſaluted me in your letter: /-haye 


heard, that he is one of my Maſter's friends, for the which 
love with Chriſt, Now, for your queſtion, as far as I rawly, 
conceive, I think God is praiſed two ways; Firſt, By a com 
tzonal profeſſion of his highnels before men, ſuch as is the very 
bearing of the word, and receiving of either of the Sacra» 
ments; in which acts, by profeſſion, we give out to men, that 


" cauſe I am tied to him: I wiſh he may more and more fallin 


he is our God, with whom we are in covenant, and our Law - 


giver: Thus eating and drinking in the Lord's Supper, is an 
annunciation and profeſſion before men, that Chriſt is our ſlain 
edeemer: Here, hecauſe God. ſpeaketh to us, not we to 
im; it is not a formal thankſgiving, but an annuciation, ot 
predication of Chriſt's death, cencional, not ad:rative ; neis 


ther hath it God for the immediate object, and therefore no 


tneeling can be here. Secondly, There is another praiſing of 


God, formal, when we are either formally bleſſing God, and 


ſpeaking his praiſes. And this I take to be twofold, 1. When 


we directly and formally direct 3 and thankſęiving to 
God: This may well be done knee 


{1 


ing, in token of our recogti 


zance of his highneſs; yet not ſo, but jt may be ſtanding or 
fitting, eſpecially ſeeing joyful elevation (which ſhould be in 
iſing) is not formally flignified by kneeling, 2. When ne 
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n bis fpeak good of God, and declare his gracious Nature and At. 
cle B tributes, extolling him before men, to excite men to conceive 
neet highly of him. \ The former I hold'to be worſhip Ay AY 
and immediate, elſe I know not an) immediate worſhip, at all: 


The lattet hath God for the Subject, not properly the Object, 
Zeing the predfeatiomis directed to men immediately, .rather 


FE: 


ler.a WW than to God; for here we ſpeak of God, by way of praifing, 
hom rather than to God. And fog my own part, as I am for the 
upon =_ minded,” I ſee not how this can be done kneeling, \ 
nd | ing it is pradicatio Dei & Chriſti, nm laudatio aut be- 
ng to 2cdid:o Dei: But obſerve, that it is formal praiſing of God, 

4 clo- ind not meerly concional, as i diſtinguiſhed in the firſt mem- 


ber; for in the firlt, member, any ſpeaking of God, or of his 
werks of Creation, Providence, and Redemption, is indire# iy 
ind concional. praiſing, of him, and fermally reaching, or an 
act of teaching, not an act of predication of his praiſes; fag 
there is a difference betwixt the ſimple relation of the virtues - 
of a thing, which is formally teaching, and the excolling of the 
worth of a thing by way of commendation; to cauſe others to. 
a with us. Thus recommending you to God's grace, IL 
Aberd. June 15. 1637. Tours in his. ſmeet Lord Jeſu, S- R. 
—ůů — — — — — — — 


To Mr. J. R. 


rern 


Dear Brot ber, FTA Bb . : : 72 2 Gs 
Race mercy, and peace be unto you. Upon the report 
[ hear of you (without any further acquaintance, except - 
our ſtraiteſt bonds in our Lord ſeſus) I thought good to write 
unto you, hearing of your danger to be thruſt. out of the 
Lord's houle, for his name's ſake : therefore my earneſt and 
humble deſife to God is, that ye may be ſtrengthned in the- 
grace of God, and by the power of his might, to go on for 
Chriſt, not ſtanding in aw of a worm that ſhall die. 7 5 
928 
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ye will not put your hand to the Ark, to give it a n cc 
and to overturn it, as many now do, when the archers are 

Heoting ſore at r whoſe bow ſhall abide in its ſtrengtb: 
We ow to our royal King and princely Maſter. a tetimony. 

O how bleſſed are they, Who can ward a blow off Chriſt, and 
his born-downtruth ! men think Chriſt a gone Man ncowg. and 
that he ſhall neyer get up his head again: And they believe 
his court is failed, becauſe he ſuffereth men to break their 
ears and ſwgxds upon him, and the enemies to ple 3 
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now, in ſome weak meaſure, give Chriſt a "teſtimonial of 2 


for. If had a leaſe of Chriſt 


2 


is a King's life! The worſt things of Chriſt, even that which 
ſeemeth fo be the refuſe of Chriſt, his hard croſs, his black 


the root and top of my deſires ; and would ſeck no more 


226 | Mr. 760rda's Epiſt. 123 
And make lopg and deep their furrows on her back; but n 
would not be fo , if the Lord had not a ſowing for his plowing: 
What can he do, but melt an old droſſie Kirk, that he may 
bring out a new Bride out of the fire again ? I think Chriſty 
Juſt now repairing his houſe, and exchanging his old veſſeh 
With new veſſels, and is going through'this Land, and taki 

up an inventure aid a roll vt ſo many of Levi's Sons, ar 

good rdfeffors, that he may make them new work for the 
nat pom e: Arid whatſpever ſhalt be found, not to be 
for the work, ſhall be caſten over the wall: When the houſe 
ſhall be bufilded, he fhall lay by his hammers, as, having no 
more to do with them. It is poſſible, he do worſe to them 
than lay them by; and I think, the vengeance of the Lord, and | 
the vengeance of bis temple ſball be upon them. I defire 10 
more, but to keep weight when 7am the fire: And 1can 


Sw as of Wis 4 hat HM oth wh bb fad 


lovely and ſoving companion, under ſuffering for him. I faw 
him before but afar off, his beauty to my eyes ſight ave 
A fig, a ſtraw for ten worlds-plaiſtered glory, and for childi 
ſhadows, the idol of clay (this god, the world) that fools fight 
my own dating ( for whoeyet 
once cometh nigh hand, and taketh a hearty look of Chriſt's 
inner fide, ſhall never wring nor wreſtle themſelves out of his 
Love-grips again) / would reſt contented in my priſon 6.9% 
in a priſon without light of ſun or candle, providing Chr 
and I had a love-bed, yot ofanine, but of Chriſt his own mak- 
ing; that we might lie together among the lilies, till the di 
break and the ſhadows flie away. Who knoweth how ſweet 
a drink ok Chriſt's love is? O bat to live on Chriſt's love 


croſs, is white and fair: And the croſs retreĩveth a beautiful 
luſtre and a perfumed ſmell from Jeſus. Ay dear Brother, 
ſcar not at it. While ye have time to ſtand upon the watch- 
tower, and to ſpeak, contend with this land, plead with your 
Barlot-mother, who hath been a treacherous half-marrow to li 

Husband, Jeſus: For I would think liberty to preach one 1 


the bleſſings, that are to be had on this fide of time, till I be 
over the water, but to ſpend this my crazed elay- bouſe is 
his ſervice and ſaving of fouls: but 7 hold my peace, becauſe 
be hath done it. My ſhallow and ebbꝰ thoughts are rot the 
compaſs Chriſt ſaileth by ʒ I leave his ways to him u 
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Epiſt- 124. RE ＋ T. BR * 22 
4c far, far above me: I yould contend with Chri 
for his "love, 5 5 to * 44227 @ with [clus m Lord, 
for a beart- fill of Ulis love; for thete is no more left-to 
What ſtandeth beyond the far end of niy ſufferings, and w 
_ be the event, be knoweth ; and / hope, to my. joy, thal 
e when God faall unfold decrees concern- 
me; ror 


e ate windings, and to's and fro's in his ways, 
Ek blind d like us cannot „This much for further 
intance: "Ss, recomme Jou, and what is before 


you; to the gr of God, 1 reſt 
—_ une 16. Tur very as fo Brother is bis [week 


5637. 1% A Pant i os S. R. 
LR 18 n 2 . a * n 
To. WILLIAM DALGLIESH, 

| Reverend and welbelevel Byotber, 


Race, mexey and grad be unto you: 1 kaye beard bowe⸗ 
what of your trials in Galloway; I bleſs the Lord, who | 

9 be um firſt in that corner, to make you a he Kirk to him- 
* Cbriſt hach the leſs ado behind, when he bath refined 

— Let me entreat you, my dearly beloved, to be faſt to 
Chriſt : My Witneſs is above, my deareſt Brether, that ye 
have added much joy to me in my bonds,when I hear that you 
grow in the grace — ꝛeal of God for your Maſter. Our mi- 
1 er by preaching or ſuffering, will caſt a 1201 
h the world both of heaven and hell, 2 Cor. ii. 16, 16. 
wade you, n dear Brother, there is nothing out of 
heaven, next to Chriſt,. dearer to me, than my Miniſtry ; ; and 
the worth of it, in my eſtimation, is 8 and h me 
exceedingly : yet I am content, for the honour 6 my Lord, 
to ſurrender it back again to the Lord of-the Vigeyard; let 
bim do with me and it both, what be thinketh good: I wink 
my ſelf too little for him. And let me i 4b to you, 
kind à Fellow - priſoner is Chriſt to 
5 croſs (that would not go by my door, but would needs yi- 
fit me) is ſtill the lo 5 the more welcome fo me. It is 
true, my filent Sabbaths have been and are ſtill glaſſy ice, 


blown on my back, and off my feet, with a Storm of doubt- 
ing; yet truly, y bonds all this time caſt a mighty and ranck 
ſmell of high Art deep love in Chriſt : I cannot indeed ſee 
n ou Oe Ibelicve, Jam in dle 

7 


? Bellere me, this M 


Whereon my faith can fearce hold its feet, and 1 am often 


Epiſt 


123 is decree Gr 
BÞ 255 ing, dancing and. 925 on, the. other Fae 
ed-ſea, and laughing and. praiſing the La Lomb, an 5 

12 Torrow, deprivatian, Prelates indignation, 

of friends, and death: eayen is not a 105 At 

"(as men uſe to e oft ings that are un 

well paid for, Chriſt's c--mprizement lieth on: 

oui nett in Tion, and {hall never be e 

and tefoyce, that we ba fles and v 

Maſter. and Captain, at bis arance, and w Rr 

for his &auſe. Wo is me, s ppc Brother, that I lay often, 1 

am but dry bones, which my Lord will not bring out of the 
rave again; and that my faithleſs fears ſay, OHL am a fy 

| == t Frag bear no fruit; Faman wſeleſs bedy, phe can 

. beget nb children to the Lord in his houſe) Hopes of delive- 

| rance look colg and unc N and afar off, as if i had gov 

'Fl With it : It is a> Cbriſt (it I may, fay. ſo) to, get l 

71 Bar, of my ſorrow, and of my quarreſqus heart :- C 

love 7 2 air «ir Ms am not wronged at all; butt 

0 Is a Picking art „ me, that ſtill playeth Chriſt 

Foul — I. 2 a cumberſom neighbour to Chriſt; iti 

— wonder, that he ture N 858 like of me: yet I ofiry 
et the advantage of t above m temptations q and 

' then I deſpiſe — even hell it alt, and the ſtink of it, 

and the-inſtrumerts of it, and am proud of my honourable 

Maſter: And 7. reſolve, whether contrary winds will or not, 

to fetch Chriſt's harbour; And I think a Lila and {tiff cop- 

' tention with my Lord Jeſus for his love. very lawful. .It.u 

| ſometimes hard to me, to win my meat upon Chrilt's lore, 

| becauſe my faith is ſick, and my hope withereth, and my eyss 
wax dim; and unkind and comtort-eclipling clouds go over the 
fair and bright Sun, Jeſus: And then, When I and tempt» 
tion tryſt the matter together, we ſpill all, through unbe- 
lief. Sweet, ſweot for ggermore would my life be, if I could aq 
flith in exerciſe : But ] ſee, my fire cannot always caſt light. 

* I have even @ poor man's hard world, when he goeth 27 8 
But ſurely, ſince my entry hither, many a time hath my 

"ſun Fran without a cloud: Hot and ad fo hath Chrif's 

love been to me; I haye no vent ee oY 

he content with ſtolen and ſmothered. lefires of Chriſt's 7 4 

O how far is his love bebind the hand with me! Iam 

a man, who hath nothing. 40 y his thouſadds of debt; 11 

W to ſcize upon his perſo " 


i 
16. 
11 

{1 


2 | 


cet Cbriſt would ſeize upon my ſelf, and make the _ 
payment that can be of my heart and love to himfelf, 7 have no 
y other thing to give him: If my ſufferings could do beholders 
war Wl goods and eine bis Kirk, and proclaim the incomparable 
perth of Chriſt's love to the world, O then would ni ſoul be 
overjoyed, and my {ad heart cheered and calmed ! Dear Bro- 
ther, 4 cannot tell what is become of my labours among that 
people; if ali that my Lord builded by me be eaſten down, 
and the bottom fallen out of the protefiron of the parifh, and 
none ſtand by. Chrift, whoſe love / once preached as clearly 
and plain!y as 7 could (though far below its worth and excel- 
len:y) to that people; if fo, how can / bear it? And if ano- 
ther make a feul harveſt, where I have made à paintul and 
honeſt ſowing, it will not foon digeſt with me; but I know | 
his ways pals. finding out. Yet my Witneſs both wit me 
and above me knoweth, and 2 breaſt upon the Lord's 
day at night, my deſire to have Cbriſt awful, and amable, 
and ſweet to that people, is now my joy; and it was my de- 
fire and aim, to make Chriſt and them one: If I ſee my hopes 
die in the bud, ere they bloom a little, and come to no fruit, 
die with grief. O my God, feek not an account of the yio- 
lence done to me by my Brethren, whole lſalvation T love and 
deſirt: I pray, that they and I be not heard as contrary parties, 
in the day of our compearance before our Judge, in that pro- 
cels, led by them againſt my Miniſtry, which J received from 
Chriſt : I know, a little inch, and leſs than the third part of 
this [pan-length and hand-breadth of time, which is poſting a- 
way, will put me without the ſtroke, and above the reach of 
either Brethren or F:es; and it is a ſhort- laſting injury done 
to me, and to my pains, in that part of my Lord's Vineyard. 
O bow filly an ad vantage is my Deprivation to men, ſeeing; 
my Lord Jeſus hath many ways to recover his own loſfes, and 
5 irreſiſtible to compaſs his «wa glorious ends, that his Jil ie 
may grow amongſt thorns, and his little Kingdom exalt it ſelf, 
eren under the {word and ſpears of contrary powers! But, 
my dear Brother, go on in the ſtrength of his rich grace, 
Whom ye ſerve : Stand faſt tor Chriſt ; deliver the Goſpel off 
your hand, and your Mintitry, to your Maſter, with a clean 
and undefiled conſcience : Looſe fiof a pin of Chriſt's taber- 
mele; do not ſo much as pick with your nail at one board or 
border of the ark: Have no part or dealing upon any terms, 
In 2 hoof, in a cloſed window, or in a bowing of your knee, 
in caſting down of the temple 8 be a mourning and * 
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rd's _ÞDFEpiſt. 12; 
ing Witneſs againſt them, who now ruin Zion. Our Maſter * 
will be on us all, in a clap, ere ever we wit; that day will 
diſcover all our whites and our blacks, concerning this con- 
troverlie of poor oppreſſed Zion: Let us make our part of it 
oed, that it may be able to abide the fire, when hay and 
Fable ſhall. be burnt aſhes. Nothing, nothing (I ſay no- 
thing) but ſound ſanctification can abide the Lord's fan, 7 | 
js to my teſtimony, that 4; preached often of Scotland; | 
Lementation, mourning and wo abideth thee, Q Scotland, | 
0 Scotland, the fearful quarre} of à broken Covenant ſtandeth ] 
good with thy Lord. Now, remember my love to all my friends, 
and to my pariſhioners, as if I named each one of them par- - 
ticularly : J recommend you, and God's people, committed R 
L 
I 
b 
J 


by Cbriſt to your truſt, to the rich grace of our all- ſufficient 
Lord. Remember my bonds: Praiſe my Lord, who beareth 
me up in my ſufferings: As ye find occaſion (according to 
the wiſdom given you) ſhew our acquaintance, what the 
Lord hath done to my ſoul. This I ſeek not, verily, to hunt 4 
y own praiſe, but that my ſweeteſt and * may Þ 


be magnified in my ſufferings... I reſt © _ F 
| Aberd. June 19. _ Tour Brother in by ſweet Lord b 
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8 Dearly beloved in our Lord Jeſus chriſt, RY ws 


Race, mercy and peace to you: Few know the heart of Pe: 
LJ a ſtranger and prilbner ; I am in the hands of mine ene- to 
mies: I would, honeſt and lawful means were eſſayed, for 140 
bringing me home to my charge, now when Mr. A. R. and . 
Mr. H. R. are reſtored. It concerneth you of Galloway moſt, tal 
to uſe ſupplications and add reſſes for this purpoſe, and try if bers 
by fair means I can be brought back again. As for liberty, I -.. 
without I be reſtored to my flock, it is little to me; formy fre 
* ſilence is my greateſt priſon : However it be, I wait for the "i 
Lord, I hope not to rot in my ſufferings ; Lord give me ſub- hir 
miſſion to wait on: iny heart is ſad, that my days flee away, Poe 
and I do no ſervice to my Lord in his houſe, now when his up 
karveſt, and the ſouls of periſhing people require it; but his Þ 
ways are not like my ways, neither can I find him him out, FF | 
O that he would ſhine upon my darkneſs, and bring forth my. her 
merning-light from under the thick cloud, that men haye 
ſpread oyer me! O that the Almighty would lay my cauſe in 
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been caſting my ſelt under Chriſt's feet, and wreſtling to be- 
lieve under a hidden and covered Lord, 5 
eth before I eat, and my faith hath bowed withthe ſore eaſt} 


| forced to take houſe in the morning of his journey : And now 
her adverſaries are the chief men in the land, her ways mourn, * 


Spilt. 125. LETTERS! 2 
2 balance, and weigh me, if ay ſoul was not taken up, hen 
others were ſleeping, | thed 
Bride, in that part of the land! But that day, that my mouth 
was moſt unjuitly and hay Cloſed, the bloom fell off m 
branches, and my joy did caſt the flower: '*Howbeit, I ha 


yet my fainting cots 


and under this almoſt inſupportable weight: O that it brea 
not! Ldart-not ſay, that the Lord hath put autmy candle, und 
hath caſten water upon my poor coal, and reh] the ſtakes'of 
my tabernaele; but 1 have taſted bitterneis, and eaten gal 
and wor mwood, ſinæe that day, my Maſter laid honds upot 
me to ſpeak no mpre: I fpeał not this, becauſe the Lord. is 
uncouth to me; but becauſe beholders, that ſtand on dry- 


land, lee not my ſea-ſtorm : /T he witneſſer of my 'croſs are 


but ſtrangers to my ſad days and nights. O that Chriſt would 
let me alone, and ſpeak love to me, and come home to me 
and bribg ſummer with him?! O that 1 might preach his beauty 
and glory, as once I did, before my clay ont be removed 
darkneſs; and that I might lift Chriſt off the ground, and my 
branches might be watred with the der ot God; and m 
jq in his work miglit grow green” again, and bud, and ſent 
out a flower! But I am but a ſhort ſighted creature, and my 
candle caſteth not light afar off: He knoweth all that is done 
to me, hot that when I had but one j and ng more, and 
one green flower, that I eſteemed to be my "garland, he 
came in one hour and dried up my flower at the root, and 
took away mine only eye, and mine only one crown and gar» 
land: What can I ay ? Surely my guiltineſs hath” been re- 
membred before him, and he was ſeeking to take down my 
fails, and to land the flower of my delights, and to let it lie 
on the coaſt, like an old broken ſhip, that is no more for the 
lea: But I praiſe hini for this wailed ſtroke, I welcome this 
furnace, God's wiſdom made choice of it for me, and it muſt 
be beſt, becauſe it was his choice. O that I may wait for 
him till the morning of this benighted Kirk break out | This 
poor afflicted Kirk had a fair morning; but her night came 
upon her before her noon- day, and ſhe was like a traveller, 


her gates languiſh, her children ſigh for bread, and there is 


rone to be inſtant with the Lord, that he would come again 
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to his Houſe; and dry the face of his weeping Spoaſs, and 
comfort 'Zicn's:mourners,- who are waiting for him: I know, 
he ſhall make corn to grow upon the top of his withered 
IG 2 Remember my bonds, and forget me not: 


that my Lord would bring me again amongit yon, with 
abundance of the Gs ſpel ef chriſt But O that I may ſet don 
- my:d-lires,, here my Lord biddeth me Remember my love 
in tne Lord to your husband, God make hini faithful to 
Cbriſt; and my bleſſing to your three children. Faint not 
in prayer for this Kirk : Deſire my people: not to receive a 
0 perry mares upon my Miniſtry: Let me ſtand in 
hat right and ſtation, that my Lord. Jeſus gave me. Grace, 
Aberd. 1637. - Tours in bis ſweet Lord and Maſter, S. R. 


J JOHN GORDON. at Ruſco. » 
3 7 a i YT T2 Ih" 


Dear Brother, | 65 S707. i ge) | 
T Earn-t!y deſire to know the caſe of your ſoul, and to un- 
deritand, that ye have made ſure work of heaven and ſal- 
vation. 1. Remember, ſalvation is one of Chriſt's dainties 
be giveth but to a few, 2, That it is violent ſweating and 
ſtriving that taketh heavens. 3. That it' coſt Chriſt's blood | 
to purchaſe that Houſe to-finners, and to ſet mankind down, 
as the King's free-tenants, and free-holders. 4. That many 
make a ſtart towards heaven, who fall on their back, and win 
not up to the top of the Mount; it plucketh heart and legs 
from them, and they fit down and give it over, becauſe t 
devil ſetteth a {weet-ſmelled flower to their noſe ( this fair 
busked world) wherewith they are bewitched, and ſo forget. 
emember, many go far on, 


a= 


or refuſe to go forward. 5. 
and reform many things, od can find tears, as Eſau did; and 
r hunger for Truth, as Juda did; and with and defire 
the end ot the rightzpus, as Balaam did; and profeſs fair, 
and fight for the Lord, as Saul did; and deſire the ſaints of 
_ God to prey tor them, as Pharaoh and Simon Magus did; 
75 propheſie and ſpeak of Chriſt, as Caiaphas did; and walk 
ftly and mourn for fear of judgments, as Ahab did; and 
put away groſs ſins and idolatry, as Jebu did; and hear the 
word of God gladly, and reform their life in many things ac- 
cording to the word, as Herod did; and ſay, Maſter, ts 
Chriſt, I will fellow thee whither thou goeſt, as the man who 
offtreth to be Chriſt's ſeryant, Matth. viii. and may taſte 
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ni | Epi. 12 ET TENS. - 233. 
, of the virtues of the lite to come, and Ae. of the 
red | wonderful.gitts of the holy Spirit, and taſte of the good word 
ot: | of God, as the Apoſtates who ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ith Heb. vi. And yet all theſe are but like gold. in blink and co- 
wn | lour, and 'watred braſs and baſe mettal. Theſe are ri 
ove that we ſhould try our ſelves, and not reſt till we be / 
to || nearer Chriſt than ſun-burnt and withering, profeſſors 
not come. 6. Conſider, it is impoſſible that your idol - ſins and 
e 2 ye, can go to heaven together; and that they, who will not 
in part with theſe, can indeed love Chriſt at the bottom, but 
ace, | only in word and new, which will not do the buſineſs. 7. Re- 
member how ſwiftly God's poſt, time, flieth away; — 
R. your forenoon is already Wend your aſternoen will come, 
mY and then your evening, and at laſt night, when ye cannot 


ſee to work > Let your heart be ſet upon finiſhing of your,” 
jourrey, and ſumming and laying your accounts with your. 
— O how bleſſed ſhall ye be, to have a joyful welcome 
o un- of your Lord at night! How bleſſed are they, who. in time 
take ſure courſe with their ſouls ! Bleſs his great Name, for 
what ye poſſeſs in goods and children, eaſe and worldly con- 
; and Y tentment, that he hath giyen you; and ſeel to be like Chriſt 
blood in humility and lowlinels of mind; and be not great and in- 
tire with the world; make it not your god, nor your lover, 
many that ye truſt unto, for it will deceive you - I recommend 


d vin Chriſt and his love to you, in all things; let him haye the 
* flower of your heart and your love: ſet a low. price upon all 
| 


© F things but Chriſt, and cry down in your thoughts clay and 
s fair Þ dirt, that will not comfort you, when ye get ſummons to re- 
forget. move, and compear before your Judge, to anſwer for all 
ar ON, I the deeds done in the hody. The Lord give you wiſdom 
I; and in all things: I beſeech you ſanctify God in your. 1 | 
deſire I for holy and reverend is his Name; and be temgerate and 
{s fair, ¶ ſober : companionry (as it is called) is a fin, that holdeth men 
out of heaven. I will not believe, that ye will receive the 
s did; W miniſtry of a ſtranger, who will preach a new and uncourh 
* dofrine to you: Let ney ee for it, if I delivered 
1; avd Bf not the plain and whole counſel of God to you in his word. 
ar tie Read this letter to your wife, and remember my love to her, 
ngs ac. ard requeſt her to take heed to do what I write to you: I 


ter, u pray for you and yours... Remember ms in your prayers. to 
an wh Bf our Lord, that he would be pleaſed. to ſend me amongſt you 
7 who again. Grace be with you. t 
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4 Mr. Rutherforrt's 
Keverend and dear Bro tber, 

'x 7 Ho knoweth, but the wind may turn into the weſt 2. 
WY gain, upon Chriſt and his deſolate Bride in this land? 
And that Chriit may get his ſummer by courſe again; for he 
hath had ill weather this long time, and could not find law or 
juftice for himſelf and his truth theſe many years. I am ſure, 
the wheels of this crazed and broken Kirk run all upon ng 
other axle-tree, nor is there any other to roll them, and 


5 


them, and drive them, but the wiſdom and good leaſe 


dur Lord: And it were a juſt trick, and glorious, of never- 
fleeping providence, to bring our brethrens darts, they hays 
ſhot at us, back upon their own heads: Suppoſe they have 
two ſtrings to their bow, and can take one as another faileth 
them, yet there are mo than three ſtrings upon our Lord's 
bow; and beſides, he cannot miſs the white that he ſhooteth 
at. I know, he ſhuffleth up and down in his hand the great 
body of heaven and earth, and that Kirk and common-wealth 
are In his hand, like a ſtock of cards, and that he dealeth the 
Play to the mourners of Zion, and thole that ſay, Lie down 
that we may go over you, at his own ſovereign pleaſure: And 
Fam ſure, Zion's adverſaries, in this play, thall not take up 
their own ſtakes again. O how ſweet a thing is it to tru 
in him When Chriſt hath ſkeeped out his ſleep (if I may 
ſpeak ſo of him, who is the Vateb- man of Iſrael, that neither 
Gumbereth nor fleepeth ) and his own are tried, he will ariſe 
as a ſtrong man after wine, and make bare his holy arm, and 
Put on vengeance as a cloak, and deal vengeance thick and 
double amongſt the haters of Zion. It may be, we fee him 
ſow, and ſend down maledictions and vengeances, as thick 28 
Arops of rain or hail, upon his enemies; for our Lord oweth' 
them a black day, and he uſeth duly to pay his debts : Nei- 
or his friends and followers, nor his foes and adverſaries 
Mall have it to ſay, That he is not faithful and exact in 4 
Ang his word. 1 know no bar in God's way, but Scotland's 
Auiltinefs; and he can come over that impediment, and break 


. That bar alſo, and then ſay to guilt Scotland, as he laid, Fyeb 


b- _ xxxvi. Not fer your Janet &. On-waiting/ had ever yet? 
bleſſed iſſue; and to keep the word of God's patience, keepeth 


ſtill the ſaints dry in the water, cold in the fire, and breath- 
7g and blood-bot in the gre." What are the priſons of iror 
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Epiſt. 98. LETTERS.” 233 
walls and gates of braſs to Chtiſt ? Not ſo good as feel-dike 7, 
fortifications of ftrew, or old tottering walls; If he give the 
werd, then chains will fall off the arms and legs of his priſon- 
ers. God be thanked, that our Lord Jeſus hath the tutoring 


of king and court and nos, and that he can dry the gatters 
bs ys to the Temple with the 


and the mires in Zion, and 5 nple 
carcaſes of baſtard and 44 Herber : The corn on the houſe- 


tops got never the husband- man's prayers, and ſo is ſeen om it, 
for it filleth not the hand of mowers. Chriſt, and truth, and inno- 
cency worketh even under the earth; and verily there is 


heaven anent all the affairs of God's houſe ; we need not give 
hire to God to take vengeance of his enemies, for Juſtice 
worketh without hire. O that the ſeed of hope would grow 


* 


again, and come to maturity! And that we could importune 


hriſt, and double our knocks at his gate, and caſt our cries 


and ſhouts' over the wall, that he might come out, and make 
our Feruſalem the praiſe of the whole earth, and give us Sal- 


vation for walls and bulwarks** If Chriſt bud, and CPE 
green, and bloom, and bear ſeed again in Scotland, his 
Father ſend him two fammers again in one year, -and bleſs 

his crop; O what cauſe haye we torejoyce in the free ſalyation 
of our Lord, and to ſet up our banners in the Name of our 
God! O that he would haſten” the confuſion of the leprous 

ftrumpet, the mother and miſtreſs of abominations in the 
earth, and take graven images out, of the way, and come in 
with the Fews in troops, and agree with his old outcaſt and 
forſaken Wife, and take them again to his bed of love! Graco 
be with you. 2 * is 21070 
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Aberd. 1637. Yours in our Maſter and Lord, 8. R. 
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Miſtreſs, SID oe, „ 
Race, merey and peace be to you. I exhort you in the 


content of ſuch fare by the way, as Chriſt and his followers” 
have had before you; for they had always the wind on their 
faces; and our Lord bath not changed the way tous, for 


our eaſe, but will have us following our ſweet Guide Ky 1 


how doth fin. clog, us in our jeursey, and retard us! 


fools are we, to have a by good, or any other joue, or matci ; 2 
It were e 
: ks ( 


to our ſouls, beſide Chriſt 


O 4- 
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Tv the Lady LARGIRIE, 


4 © Ie 


Lord, to go on in your journey to heaven, and to be 


Wes i 


—— gur hopes of this little 2 8 and 21 of the each, 
we are Ae) a well ſummered nor well mintered. O 

bo our ; fouls Nc OY fell ſo at odds with the love of this gs 
to think of it, 2s 2 traveller doth of a drink of water 

- which is not any part of his trealure, but goth yay with 
the uſing ; ; for ten miles 11 77 maketh AY drink to him as 
O that we had as ſoon done with this world, and 

could as quickly diſpatch the love of it! But as a child can. 
not hold two — in his little hand, but the one putteth 
e ther out of its room; do neither can we be maſters and 
ad. of two loves: Bleſſed were we, if we could make our 
ſelyes. maſters of that invaluable treaſure, the love of Chriſt ; 


or rather, ſuffer our ſelyes to be maſtered and ſubdued ts 


Chriſt's love, ſo as Chriſt were our all things, and all other 
things our 2 and the refuſe of our delights. O let 
be yeady for or ſhipping againſt the time, our Lord's wind 
h tide Death is the laſt thief, that ſhall come with- 
out din or e of feet, and take our ſouls away, and we 
a our leaye at e face eternity; and our Lord 


N the two of this earthly tabernacle, and 

ale nn as 4 au pen h by clothes at night, and 

— baust of clay, the dark graye, 
tf 7 balf of us in heaxen or hell. 77. EE 

in C atner in your tting, 

— 9 4 ſoul i in — Chriſt will _ give a * 
time to our little land- lals. Pray for Zion, and for me his 
priſoner, that be would be pleaſed to bring me n e de you 


ain, full of Cbriſt, and freighted and —— with 
a of 95 zoſpel. Grace, grace be with you. 


1637. Turgi in his only Lord and Maſter, S. R. 


5 EARLSTOQUN } younger. 


Worthy and dearly beloved in the Lord, 
Race, - 


mexcy and peace be to you I long to * foo 
yon: remain ſtill a priſoner of hope, and do think it 


95 Wy 


Lofts ded y break, and his ſummner-yay dawn 
| 1 5 piece of the chief errand 9 


1 for r ſome years, down to this Sb, Ae 
fire · brands of the devil, and temptations, 


e our Lager) 


ſeryice to the Lord, to Wait on ſtill with ſubmiſſion, ar” 11 | 
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Epiſt. 122. LET TERS, 237 
otberwile the might have made heaven to wait on us, at our 
coming out of the womb, and have carried us home to our 
country, without letting us ſet down our feet in this knotty 


and thorny life: but ſceing a piece of ſuffering is carved fo 


one of us, leſs or more, as infinite wiſdom̃ hath thought 
„our part is fo harden and habituate our ſoit and thine 
bi nature, to endure fire and water, devils, lions, men, 
loſſes, wo hearts, as thele that are looked upon by God, an- 


gels, men and devils. O what folly is it, to fit down and 
| weep upon a decree of God, that is both dumb and deaf at 


our tears, and muſt ſtand ſtill as unmoveable, as God who 


made it! for who can come behind our Lord, to alter or bet: 


ter what he hath decreed and done? It were better to make 
windows in cur priſon, and to look out to God and qur coun- 
try heaven, and to cry like fettered men, who long far the 
king's free air, Lord, let thy kingdom come, O let the Brides 
gro:m come! And, O day, O fair day, O everlaſting ſum 
mer-day, dawn and ſhine out, break out from under the black 
sky, and ſhine ! I am. perſwaded, if every day a little ſtone 
in the priſon-walls wcre broken, and thereby aſſurance 
given to the chained priſoner, lying under twenty ſtone of 
irons upon arms and legs, that at length his chain ſhould wear 
in two pieces, and a hole ſhould be made at length, as wide 
as he might come ſafely out to his long- deſired liberty; he 
would in patience , wait on, till time ſhould hole the priſon- 
wall and break his chains : The Lord's E priſoners, un- 
der their trials, are in that caſe: Vears and months will take 


out now one little ſtone, then another, of this houſe of clay, | 


and at length time ſhall win out the breadth of a fair door, 
and ſend out the impriſoned ſoul to the free air in heaven 
and time ſhall file off, by little and little, our iron-bolts, 
which are now on legs and arms, and out- date, and wear ous ⁶ 
trouble three d- bare and hollie, and then wear them to nothing: -. #4 
For what I ſuffered yeſterday, I know, ſhall never came again 

to trouble me. O that we could breathe out new hope, an 
new ſubmiſſion, every day, in Chriſt's lap! For certainly, 2 
weight of glory well weighed [ yea, epcreaſing to à far more 
exceeding and eternal weight] thall recompenſe both weight 
and length of light and fied and It Jared roles: Our 
Waters are but ebb, and come neither to our chin, nor to the 
ſtoppin of our breath. 1 may ſee [if I would borrow eyes 
from ChrijF} dry-land, and that near: Why then ſhould we | 
fat laugh at adverſity, and ſcorn our ſhort-born and ſoon-dy- IIB 
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who ſaveth to the uttermoſt, and, le 


ol his holy and gracious hand to my marred and ſpilt 


of us; it is our heaven, to lay 
upon Chriſt; and to make him all 


r 1 — 
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5 ſuch ed 4 

ig upon ſuch an untwiſl as, I imagine ſo, or, 
It ij likely ** the cable, the ſtrong tow, of brig Kade i 
chor, is the 6ath and promiſe of him, who is eternal Verity; 
our ſalvafion is faſtned with God's own band, and with 
Cbriſts own ſtrength, to the ſtrong ſoup of God's unchange- 
= nature, Mal. iii. 6. I am tbe Lord, 1 
therefore ye ſons of ſacob are not conſumed. We may play, 
and Tau 124 1400 n our 8 ien ebe r b 
The ground is ſure and good, and will bide hell's brangling, 
and Tevits brangling, and the world's aſſaults. Oh if our 
faith could ride it out, againſt the high and proud winds and 
waves, when our ſea ſeemeth all to he on fire! O how oft do 
Tlet my grips go! I am put to ſwimming and half ſinking, 
I find the devil hath the e of the ground, in this bat - 


le; for he fighteth in known ground, in our corrupt nature: 


Alas! that is à friend near of kin and blood to himſelf, and 
will not fail to fall foul upon us: And 5 4 it is, that he, 

adeth many ſons to 
glory, is ſtill righting my falyation, and twenty times a day 


ravel my heaven, and then I muſt come with my z/I-raveled . 


work to Chriſt, to cumber him (as it were) to right it, and to 


. ſeek again the right end of the threed, and to fold up again 


my eternal glory with his own hand, and to give a right calf 

| alyati- 
on. Certainly, it is a cumberſom thing, to keep a fooliſh 
child from falls and broken brows, and weeping for this and 
that foy, and raſh running, and ſickneſs, and bairns diſeaſes; 
ere he win through them all, and win out of the wires, he 
coſteth meikle black cumber and faſbrie to his keepers : And 


ſo is a believer a cumberſom piece of work, and an ill. raveled 
'beſp (as we uſe to ſay) to Chriſt: But God be thanked, for 


many fpilt ſalvations, and many -raveled heſps hath Chriſt 


- -mended, fince firſt he entred Tutor to loſt mankind. O what 


could we, bairns, do without him? how ſoon would we mar 


all? But the lets of our weight be upon our own feeble legs, 
and the more that we be on Chriſt; the ſtrong Rock, the bet- 


ter for us : It is good for us, that ever Chriſt took the cumber 
many weights, and burdens 


we have, root and top, be- 


N ing and ending df our ſalvation: Lord, hold us bere. 
Now to this Tutor, and rich Lord, I recommend you: = 


e ip thy hope that Zloty to be re 
A. Tor it is no uncertain glory we look, for; our hope ig 
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that ye will uſe means to 


his Church's lawful calling. Dear brother, let Chriſt be dearer 
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till he come, and remember his priſoner. 
be with you. Tear d ; 
- Aberd.-1037» 
— — ——ů— 
To W. WILLIAM DALGLIES H. 
Neverend and dear Brother, a 
FD Race, mercy and 
J ter: 1 bleſs our high and only wiſe Lord, who hath 
broken the ſnare that men had laid for you; and I hope, th 
now he ſhall keep you in his houſe, in deſpite of the powers 
of hell. M ho knoweth, but the ſtreets of our Jeruſalem ſhall 


yet be filled with young men, and with eld men, and boys, 


and women with child; and that they ſhall. plant vines in the 
mountains of Samaria? I am ſure, the wheels, paces and 
motions of this poor Church, nN ruled, not as 
men would, but according to the good. pleaſure and infinite 
wiſdom our only wiſe Lord. I am here waiting in hope, that 
my innoceny, in this honourable cauſe, ſhall melt this cloud, 


that men have caſten over mes I know, my Lord had his own 


quarrels againſt 'me, and that my drofs ſtood in need of this 
hot furnace; but I rejoice in this, that fair truth, beautiful 
truth [whoſe glory my Lord eleareth to me more and more] 
beareth me company; and that my weak aims to honour my 


Maſter, in bringing gueſts to his houſe, now ſwell upon me 


in comforts; and that I am not afraid to want à Witneſs in 
heaven, that it was my jay, to have a crown put upon (hrifts 
head, in that cuntry. O what joy would I have, to lee the 


wind turn upon the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, and to ſee 
my Lord ſeſus reſtored with the voice of praiſe to his on 


free ghrone again; and to brought amongſt you, to ſee the 
beauty of the Lord's houſe! I hope, that country will not be 
{o ſilly, as to ſuffer men to pluck you away from them, and 


me back again to the people, to whom I have Chriſt's right,anc 


and dearer to you; let the conqueſt of ſouls be top and foot, 
flower and bloom of your joys and defires, in this fide of ſun 
and moon: Ani in the day, when the Lord ſhall pull up the 


four ſtakes of this clay · tent of the earth, and the laſt pickle of 


{and ſhall' be at the nick of falling down in your watch-glaſs, 
and the Maſter ſhall call the ſervants of the Vineyard to give 
them their hire ye will eſteem the bloom of this wer}d's 
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peace be to you: I received your let - 
that 


keep my place empty, and to _ it 
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0 Mr. Rut berfoord s 
like the calours of the rainbow, that 2 i 

purſe and treaſure : Your labour and pains ſhall then ſmile 
von. My Lord now bath given me experience [how- 


it at God's by 
for ſupper 


up my deſires for Chriſt, that I have ſent out to the feck- 


ereatures in it. Grace, graee be with you. 


Aberd. 1637» | Tour —— Brotber and 
2 . .  Chriſts pri ſaner, S. R. 
— àãũĩw— — — — — — — | 


n ——— —— — 
To the Laird of C ALLY. This 


Much honoured Sir, Mods. = 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear how 
your foul proſpereth : I have that confi „that yqur 
ſoul mindeth Chriſt and ſalvation: I beſeech you in the Lord, 
give more pains and diligence to. fetch heaven, than the 
country ſurt of lazy profeſſors, who thinktheir own faith and 
their own godlineſs, becaule it is their own, beſt; and con- 
tent themſelves with a coldrife cuſtom and. courſe, with a re- 
ſolution to ſummer and winter in that ſort of profeſſion, that 3c 
the multitude and the times favour moſt, and are ſtill ſhaping, — 
and clipping and carving their faith, according as it may beſt G 
ſand with their ſummer ſun and a whole skin; and fo breathe to 
out both hot and cold in God's matters, according ta the 
courſe of the times: This is their compaſs they ſail toad hc 
heaven by, inſtead of a better. Worthy and dear Sir, ſeparate id 
yourſelf from ſuch, and bend your ſelf, to the utmoſt of your n) 
ſtrength and breath, in running faſt for Salvation; and in 
ing Chriſt's kingdom, uſe violence: It coſt Chriſt and all 
his followers ſharp ſhowers and hot. ſweats, ere they won to ” 
the top of the mountain : but ſtill our ſoft nature would have by 
heaven coming to our bed-ſide, when we are ſleeping, and ly- hi 
ing down with us, that we might go to heaven in warm 2 
clothes; but all that came there found wet feet by the way, th, 
| and ſharp ſtorms, that did take the hide off their face, and Ye 
To's and fro's, and up's and down's, and many enemies 
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by the way. It is impoſſible, a man can take his luſts to heaven 
with him, ſuch wares as thele will not be welcome there. © 
how loth are we to forgo our partalds and burdens, that 

hinder us to rum our race with patience | It is na ſmall work 
to diſpleaſe and anger nature, that we may pleaſe Gad. O 
if it be hard to win one foot or half an inch, out of our owh 
will, our own! wit, out of our own eaſe and worldly luſts ; 
and fo to deny our felf, and to ſay, It is not I but Chyift, not I 
bat grace, not I but God's glory; not I but God's love conſtraining 

F- me, not I but the Lord's word, not I but Chriff's cemmandi 
| power 9s King in me! O what pains, and what a death is it to 
| ' nature, to turn me, my ſelf, my luſt, my 7 credit; 
over in, my Lord, my Saviour, my "King, my God, my 
Lord's will, my Lord's grace! But alas! that idol; that 


— —— e_ 
— oy 
—— + 


| whoriſh creature, my ſelf, is the maſter-idol we all bow to: 
What made Evab miſcarry? And what hurried her headlong 
' upon the forbidden fruit, but that wretched thing; ber ſelf? 


What drew that Brother-murtherer to kill Abel? That wild 
bimſelf. What drove the old world on to corrupt theirways'? 
who but themſelves, and their own pleaſure ? What was the 
cauſe of Solomon's falling into idolatry, and multiplying” of |} 
0 wives? what but himſelf, whom he would rather | 
— e than God? What was the hook that took David, and 
ed him firſt in adultery, but his ſelf-luſt ; and then in 
murder, but his ſelf-credit and qelf honnur? What led Peter 
on to deny his Lord? was it not a piece of himſelf, and ſelf- I} 
love to a whole skin? What made Judas ſell his Maſter for " 
30 pieces of money, but a piece of ſelf. love, idoſſzing of - 
varicious ſelf + What made Demas to go off the way of the 
Goſpel, to embrace this preſent world? even ſelfleve and 
love of gain for himſelf: Every man blameth the devil for 
his ſins ; but the great devil, the houſe-devit of every man, the Þ} 
houſe · devil that edteth and lieth in every man's boſom, is that” 
idol that killeth all, bimſelf. Obleſſed are they; who can de-: 
ny themſelves, and put Chriſt in the room of theinſdyes? 0 
would to the Lord, I had not a myſelf, but Chriſt; not a þ 
my luft, but Chriſt ; not a my eaſe. but Chriſt; not a my bo-. 
nur, but Chriſt! O fweet word, Gal. ii. 20. I live no more, 
but Chriſt liveth in me! O if every one would put away 
himſelf, his own ſelf, his own eaſe, his own pleaſure, his own 
_ t, and: his own twenty things, his own hundred things, 
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47 t he ſetteth · up as idbls above Chriſt! Dear Sir, I know . 
nd be will be looking back to yqur old ſe}f, and to your ſelf- 
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242 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. '134, 
laft e that ye tet up in the luſts of youth, iboye 
Chriſt... "Worthy Sir, pardon this my freedam of love. God 
s my Witneſs, that it is out of an earneſt defire after your 

foul's eternal welfare, that I uſe this freedom of {; : Your 
ſun, Iknow; is lower, and your evening-sky ſun-ſerti 

. nearer than when I ſaw you laſt : % to end your ak 

defore night, and to make Chriſt your-ſe}f,. and to uaint 

your love and your heart with the Lord, Stand —— by 

Chriſt and his truth, when ſo many fall foully, and are falſe to 

him. I hope, yt love him and his truth, let me have power 

with you to confirm you in him. I think more of my Lord's 

ſweet graſs, than of a crown of geld, and a. free kingdom ly. 
ing tg it. Sir, I you in my prayers to the Lord, ac- 
cording to my promiſe : Help me with your prayers, that our 
Lord would be pleaſed to bring me amongſt you again, with 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in hit fweeteſt Lerd and Maſter, S. R. 
— — — —ſ — —u— — — — 

I .O HN GORDON of Cardoneſs, Tunger. 
Oeariy beloved in our Lord.. 

Race, mercy and peace be to you: I Jong exceedingly 

to hear of the caſe of your ſoul, which hath a large ſhare 

both of. my prayers and careful thoughts. Sir, remember, 
that a prteious treaſure and prize is upon this mort play, that 
ve are now upon, even the eternity of well or wo to your 
ſoul, ſtandeth upon the little point of your ill or well employ- 
ed ſhort and ſwift-poſting fand-glaſs : Seck the Lord, while 
he may be found; the Lord waiteth upon you. Your ſoul 
is of no little price; gold nor filyer, of as much bounds as 
mould cover the hig heſt heavens round about, bannot buy it. 

* To live as others do, and to be free of open ſins, that the 
world criethſhame. upon, will not bring you to heaven; as 
much civility and country · diſeretion as would lie between you 
and heaven, will not lead you one foot or one inch above 
condemned nature: and therefore take pains upon ſeeking of 
ſalvation; and give your will, wit, humour, the green deſires 

ol youth's pleaſures, off your hand to Chriſt. it is not pol- 
ſible for you to know, till experience teach you, how dange- 

rous a time youth is-: It is like green and wet timber; when 

Chriſt caſteth fire on it, it taketh not fire. There is need 
here of more than ordinary pains; for corrupt nature bath 2 

good back-friend of youth; and ſinning againſt light will put 
out your candle, and ſtupiſie your eonlcience, and bring we 
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Erinnern 


it mo coverings and skin, and leſs feeling and ſenſe of g 


knew, the 
reading, and holy company, and holy conference, your de. 


Stand in aw of God, and of the Nee of a checking and re - 


buking conſcience: Make others to ſee Chriſt in you, moving, 
doing, ſpeaking and thinking; your actions will fmell of him, 


if he be in you: there is an inſtinct in the new · born. babes of 


Chriſt, like. the inſtinct of nature, that leads birds to build 
their neſts, and bring = their young, and love ſuch and ſuch 
Places as woods, forreſts and wilderneſſes, better than other 


places: The inſtin& of nature maketh a man love his motber- 


country, above all countries: the inſtind of renewed nature, 
and ſupernatural grace, will lead you to ſuch and. juch works, 
as to love your country. above, to ſigh to be clothed 1yith your 
houſe not made with hands, and to call your borrowed priſon 
here below, a borrowed priſon; and to look upon it ſervant- 


like and pilgrim-like : And the. pilgrim's eye. and look is 


dildainful-like diſcontented-caſt of his eye ; his heart crying 
after his eye, H, fy, this is not like my country. I recom- 


mend to you the mending of a hole, and reforming of a failing, 


one or other, every week; and put off a fin 8 piece of it, as 
of anger, wrath, luſt, intemperance, every day, that ye may 
more eaſily maſter the remnant of your corruption, God hath 
given you a wife; love her, and let her brealts {atisfie you: 


and, for the Lord's ſake, drink no. waters but, out of our own ; 


citern; ſtrange wells are poiſon · Strive to learn ſome 2 
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Way ag ainſt y our « renee 
Sue — of G Sleep not found; till ye find your 
ſelf in that eaſe, that ye dare look death in the face, and 
darſt hazard your ſoul upon eternity. I am —* many ell 
and in bes of the ſhort threed of your life are us 
Law) you; and that threed hath an end, 2 >: no 
kinds'to-caft 2 Hot and add one day or a finger- breadth to 
theend of it : When bearing; and - and the utter walk 
of the —— . r ſhall all down, and life ſhall render the be- 
clay to death and judgment, and ye find your 
— — — run out, what thoughts will ye hen have 
of iuollpleaſures, that poſſibly are now ſweet ? What bad or 
hire would ye then give for the Lord's fayour ? and what z 
ce would ye then give for pardon? It were not amils to 
think, What if I were to receive a doom, and to enter into 4 
furnace-ef fire and brimſtone ! What if it come to this, that 1 
ſhall bave no portion but utter darkneſs? And what if I be 
brought bo thu, to be baniſhed ffim the preſence of God, and 
to be given over to God's ſerjeants, the devil, and the | powe7 
of the ſecond death Put your ſoul, by ſuppoſition, in 1 
à eaſe, and conſider, what horror would take hold of you, and 
what then ye would eſt em of pleaſing your ſelf in t che cor 
of ſin! O dear Sir, or the Lord's {: 25 awake to live en 
teouſly,' and love your poor ſou! ; and, after ye have ſeen 
my letter; ſay with your ſelf, The Lord wil Jeek an accrunt 
of this warning 1 have received. Lodge Chriſt in your fami- | 
ly. Receive no ſtranger-hireling as your paſtor. I bleſs yout 
children. Grace be with you. 
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x | T my Lord BOYD. : 
My ve honouyable and good Tord, | Fox 
hy ver bo rey and peaes be to your Lordſhip. Out of the 


worthy yer that I hear th our Lordſbip's teal for this 
born-down and oppreſſed Goſpel, I am bold to write to you 
Lord ſbi Nen er by t e mercies of God; by the ho- 
tour o al and princely King Feſm, bf by the forrows 


tears and' del jon of your afflicted Mcther-church, and by 

—_— of your conſcience, and your joy in the day 4 

Chriſt, that 25 TROP would go on, in the ſtrengtb » Ic: 

28 and in the ag elch! bis might, to beſtir your ſelf, 5 ti 
OY of your Lord Jes, 9 
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bletled hands. for evermore, that ſhall hel to put the eroẽ-w-Fw r. 


| mor azard ) life, eftate, 11 banour, credit, moyen, 
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upon the head of Chriſt again, in Sctland. I dare promiſe, 
tic Name of our Lord, khat this ſhall altes an fr be BY 
pillars and the ſtakes, of your own honourable houſe upon 
earth, if you lend, and lay in pledge in Chriſt's hand (upon 


ends, the favocar of inen (ſuppoſe kings with three crowns) 
ſo being ye may bear witnels, and acquit your ſelf as a man 
of valeur and ccarage, to the Prince of ycur ſalvaticn, for t | 
pwging of his Temple, and ſweeping out the lordly Diztre- 
pbeſ g, time-courting: Demas s, corrupt Hymeneu s and Phi- 
letw's, and other ſuch oxen, that with their dung defile the 
Temple of the Lord. Is not Chriſt now eryirg, Who will 
help ne? Who will come out with me, to take part with me, | 
and ſhare in the honour. of ny lap ever theſe mine enemies, | 
bo baue ſaid, We will not have this Man to rule over — . 
My very honourable and dear Lerd,.Join, join (as ye do) with - ” 
Chriſt; he is more worth to you, and your p:ſterity, than 
this world's Maj-flowers, and withering riches and honour, 
that ſhall go away as '{moke, and evanith in a night-viſion, 
and ſhall in one half-hour, after the blaſt of the archanget's _ 
trumpet, lie in white aſhes. Let me beſeech your Lord 3 27 
draw- by the Jap of time s curtain, and look in through tha! | 
window to great and endleſs * and conſider, if a 
perldly price (fuppoſe this little round clay globe of this aſby | 
and dirty earth, ce dying idol of the fools of this world, were i 
all your own) can be given for one ſmile of Chriſt's God-like 
- ſoul-raviſhing countenance, in that day, when ſo many 1 
joints and knees of. thouſand thouſands wailing ſhall ſtand be- 
fore Chriſt, trembling, ſhouting, and making their prayers to 
hills and mountains, to fall upon them, and hide them 74 be | 

* ! 


mt 
face of the Lamb. O how many would ſell Loraſhips 5 
Kingdoms that day, and buy Chriſt! But, Oh the market 
ſhall be cloſed and ended ere then. Your Lerdſbip hath now "oF 
a bleſſed venture, of winning court with the Prince of the _ Ml 
tings of the earth: He himſelf weeping, truth born down 3M 
and fallen in the ſtreets, and an oppreſſed Goſpel, Chriſt's - 
Bride with watyy eyes, and ſpciled if ber vail, her hair hang-- 
ing abbur her eyes, forced to go in ragged apparel, the bani- -- of 
God, | 


ſhed, filenced and impriſoned prophets, o who haye - 

not the favour of liberty to propheſie in Jackcloth:; all theſe, hb 

T fay, call for your help. Fear not wers of clay, the moth. ' 
cat them as a garment z * your fear, he. p 4 
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246 Mr. Rutherfoords © Epiſt. 133. 
with you, and ſhall &ght for you: thus ſhall ye eauſe the Hef. 
fing of thiſe, who are ready to periſh, come upon you; and 
ye ſhall makꝰ the heart of this your Mother-church to ſing for 

- Joy. The Lamb and his armies are with you, and cho king. 
doms of the earth are the Lord's. I am perfwaded, there is 
not another Goſpel, nor another Saving-truth, than that which 
ye navy. contend for. | dare hazard my heaven and ſalvation 
upon it, that this is the only ſaving way te glory. Grace, 
Face be with your Lordſhip. HE ded hr 5 
Aberd. 16379. Tour Tordſpip's at all reſpedtive obedi- 

: . ence in Cbri 9 S. R. 


Te ROBERT” GORDON, Baillie ef Air. 
ah W 
Race, mercy and l to you. I long to hear from 
| you: Our Lord is with his afflifted Kirk, ſo that this 
burning Buſh is not conſumed to aſhes. I know, ſubmiſſwe 
en-waitinz tor the Lord, ſhall at 9 ripen the joy and de- 
Ji verance of his own, who are truly bleſſed on-waiters : What 
is the dry and miſcarrying hope of all them, who are not in Nerve 
Chriſt, but confuſion and wind? O how'pitifully and miſe- Fort! 
rably are the children of this warld beguiled, whole wine co- fter, 
meth home to them water, and their gold braſs and tin! That 
And what wonder, that hopes builded upon ſand ſhould fall Pon t 
and fink ? It were good for us all to abandon the forlorn, and Ine d 
Blaſted, and withered hope, we have had in the creature; and Pants, 
let us henceforth come and drink water out of our ownWel, 
even the, Fountain of living waters, and build our ſelves and 
our hope upon Chriſt our Rock: But, alas, that natural love, 
that we have to this borrowed home, that we were born in; 
and that this cley-city, the vain earth, ſhould have the largeſt 
ſuare of our heart! Our poor, lean and empty dreams of con- 
fidence in ſomething beſide God, are no further travell'd, than 
up and down the naughty and feckleſs creatures. God may 
fay of us, as he ſaid, Amos vi. 13. Te rejoice in à thing 
nougbt. Surely we ſpin our ſpider's web with pain, and bui 
our rotten and tottering houſe upon a lie, and falſhood, and 
vanity, O when will we learn to have thoughts higher than 
the ſun and moon, ind learn our joy, hope, confidence, and 
Hur ſoul's deſires, to look up to our beſt country, and to look 
'down to clay-tents, ſet up for a night's lodging or two in this 
 *"zencouth land, and laugh at our childiſh conceptions and im- 
* - gipations, that ſuek our joy out of creatures, wo, ſorrow, jor 
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de- nr eng z you by the curtain, 154 ooh in with 
That End longing to a Kingdom 2 , that fadeth not 298 
t in ſerved en in the heaven: This is wort of y 

niſe- Nrorthy of your ſoul's ſweating, and labouring 2 — 7 

> C0- frer, night and day. Eire wil fly over wg . and 

tin! hat is in it, even deſtruction from the Almighty. F, h u- 

| fall Pon that hope, that ſhall. be dried up by the root! i upon 
and Ide drunken night-bargains, and the drunken and mad cove- 
and nts, that ſmners make with death and hell after cups; ant 
Well, Then mens fouls are mad and drunken with the loye of chis 

s and wle ſs life ! They think to make a neſt for their hopes, arid 


love, Ik quarters and conditions of hell and death, that they ſhall 
n in; oy eale, long life, pace; and in the morning, when the 
rgeſt 1. 17 ſhall awake them, then they rue the block. It is 
f con- high time for you, to think upon death and your 
; than TON to remember kat ye are,where ye will be before 
d may of dna our Lord 1700{ oy a> ye are thinking upon this. 
ing 110 at your ſoul, and — it aſide from the company that ĩt 
| build N with, and round and whiſper-in to it _— 2 death, | 
I, and ment, heaven and . . W amy vou. a 
r than 45 od. 1637. Tours in his ſweet 224% Jef „S-. R. 
e, and — — ON 
> lock To ALEXANDER GORDON 2 * 
in 139 JF Ld 
d inn- Mauch bonaured Sir, I 17 FY 1. 
4 mercy and. peer be to you. ou. Ie is lik; if ye, the 
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248 Mr. Rut herfaord's Epiſt. 135. 
(as the word ſpeaketh) for the Lord, that he will now dcliyer 
his flock, and gather and reſcue his ſcattered „ from the 
hands of cruel and rigorous Lords, that have ruled over them 
with force. O that mine eyes might ſee the moon · ligbt turn 
W to the light of the ſun ! But | ſtill fear, the quarrel of a bro- Ji 
| ken covenant in Scotland ſtandeth before the Lord: However 
it be, I ayouch it before the world, that the Tabernacle of the 
Lord ſhall again be in the midſt of Scotland, and the glory of 
the Lord ſhall dwell in beauty, -as the light of many days in 
one, in this land. O what could my foul deſire more, next 
to my Lord Jefus,- while I am in this fleſh, but that Chriſt 
and his Kingdom might be great amongſt Jews and Gentiles; ¶ thi, 
and that the iſles (and amongſt them, overclouded and dark-[ wa 
ned Britain) might have the glory of a noon-day s ſun! Of and 
that | had any thing (I will net except my part in Chriſt) to} WI 
wadfet or lay in pledge, to redeem and buy ſuch glory to my O. 
higheſt and royal Prince, my ſweet Lord Jeſus ! My poorf nor 
little heaven were well beſtowed; if it could ſtand a paws for 
ever, to ſet on high the glory of my Lord ; but I know, be pri 
5 not wages nor hire at my hand: Yea, I know, if a loy 
þ eternal glory could weigh down in weight, its alone, all thg ſoy 
VT eternal glory of the bleſſed angels, and of all the ſpirits of julf 441 
and perfect men gloritied and to be glorified ; Oh alas! bon fro 
far am I engaged to forego it for, and give it over to Chrillf kn 
ſo being he might thereby be ſet on high above ten thouſan 
thouſand millions of heavens, in the conqueſt of many, mary ou; 
nations to his Kingdom! O that his Kingdom would come or: 
O that all the world would ftoop before him! O bleſſed band fed 
that ſhall put the crown upon Chriſt's head in Scotland! Buy or; 
alas! I can ſcarce get leave to ware” my love on him: I aff for 
find no ways to ct my heart upon Chriſt ; and my love, th ſor, 
I with my ſoul beſtom on him, is like to die upon my han 
and I think it no bairns-play to be hungred with Chrift's b as 
To leve bim and to want him, wanteth little of hell. I ſw 
ſure, he knoweth, how my joy would ſwel upon me, fron det 
little well to a great ſea, to have as much of his love, 2nd I ter 
wide a ſoul anſwerable to comprehend it, till I cried, H loy 
Terd, no more: Eut | find, he will not have me to be mi qu; 
won ſteward, nor mine own carver; Chriſt keepeth the FF tha 
E of Chriſt (to ſpeak ſo) and of his own love, and be is 2 "ff for 
VDiſtribater than can take up: I know, there is more in MH for 
than would make me run-over, like a coaſt-full ſea. Lud get 
 , happy for evermore, to get leave to ſtand but beſide Cit 
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Epiſt. x35. LETTERS 249 
135. | and his love, and to look in, ſuppoſe I were interdicted of God 
cliver | to come near, touch or embrace, kiſs or {et to my ſinful head, 

m the | and drink my felf drunken with that lovely thing. God fend 
them | we that which I would have; for I now verily ſee, more clear - 

t turn y than before, our folly in drinking dead waters, and in play- 

a bro- ing the whore with our ſoul's love upon runnmg-out wells, 
wever | and broken ſheards of creatures of yeſterday, whom time will 
of the | unlaw, with the ty of Jofing their being and natural or-. 
lory of | zaments. O! when a ſoul's love is itching (to ſpeak ſo) for 
lays in | God, and when Chriſt in his boundleſs and bottomleſs love, 

e, next | beauty and exce llenq, cometh and rubbeth wp and exciteth that 

Chriſt | love, what can be heaven, if this be not heaven? 7 am ſure, 
ntiler ; this bit feckleſs, narrow and ſhort love of regenerated finners, 

d dark-I was born for no other end, but to breatbe, and live, and love, 
„ and dwet in the boſom, and betwixt the breaſts of Chriſ : 
riſt) tof Where is there a bed of a lodging for the ſaints love but Chi? 

to my} O that he would take our ſelves off our hand! for neither we 

iy poor] nor the creatures can be either due conqueſt, or lawful heri- 

orf tage to love: Chriſt, and none but Chriſt, is Lord and Pro- 
ow, 14 prietor of it. Oh alas, how pitiful is it, that ſo much of our 

7, if ty love goeth by him! O but we be wretched waſters of our 

, all tag heut f love ! 7 know, it is the deep of bottomleſs and unſearrb- 

s of julſ able providence, that the faints are ſuffered to play the whore 
from God, and that their love goeth a hunting, when God 
wut knoweth, it ſhall coſt nothing or that at ſupper-time. The 
bouſand renewed would have it otherwiſe ; and why is it ſo, ſeeing. 
% mar our Lord can keep us without nodding, tottering or redling, | 
d comel or any fall at all? Our defires, I hope, ſhall meet with per- 
ed hand fection; but God will have our fins an office-bouſe for God's 
d! Bd grace, and hath made fin a matter of an unlam and penalty, 
m: 0 2 the Son of God's blood: And dra uld — 7 
ove, tu ſorrow, yet there is a ſort of acquieſcing and reſting * 

my ban diſpenſation required of us, x a ras. is ack Tü us 
R's lord as fin, whereupon mercy, forgiveneſs, bealing, curing, in ur 


l. IA ſweet Phyſician, ma a field to work upen- O what a 
, from] deep is here, that —— wit cannot take up! However mae- 
, and © ters go, it is our ha ineſs to win new ground daily inChrift's 
d, Ni love, and to purchale a new piece of it daily, and to add con- 

> be WF queſt to conqueſt, till our Lord * e 
1 the K that Satan ſhall not draw a ſtraw or a threed bet wirt us 


ah j for my ſelf, I have no greater joy, in my well-feveured bands 
for Chriſt, than that I know, time ſhall put him and me to- 
hath rooms uA 5 


geber ; aud that my love * 
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Jes rs | both hem benen 1 — — 

. ehe cet 5 . = 
week ear green 

Ye the harveſt, deer uche beh. 1 ſide, of the mags, 


if ye would take more pains ;. an t. e all 
with leſs earneſt, and 1; Hens — . K* 4 ſummer, 


hip arharnie we might do, if we took more pains. to win 


further in upon Chriſt, in this pilgrimage 0 of our ablence from 
n. grace and glory 


your portion. 
| rd. = . eee, 8.7 | 
TT * 
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"Dear Brother, 


1 Am ſorry that ye, ar ſo many Eg ſhould ex. 


pe& ſo much of me, an empty reed: Verily)I am a Daugh- 
n but il the tinkling of my Lord —— 
on leg and arms could — the high pra, my 
12 whole priſoner I am, O how wo joy run 
I would bring edification to one ſoul by my 
bonds, I am ſatisfied; buy 1 — Loan do to ſuch 
1 2nd beautiful Welbeloyed.: He is far behinf wit 
5 Latte thanks to me, to lay. to others, his wind bloweth 
= Vho am but mit hered and dry bones e But ſinoæ ye de- 
me to write to you, either help me to ſet Chriſt on high, 

5 . to heat, of — weet breath 


— Lend fe, be et "If I had not Gel this 
D bat bad taken the land- way, as wany da, 
mould mot have known Chriſt's ſwectmeſs in ſuch a meaſure: 
But tlie truth is, let na man thank me; for 1 not Chrift's 

8 ary ar to blem u Ter — — — crea- 
;. whether-Iwbald ont (and yet by coming procured 
Fam me a — A Heart reg, and iron daors, will 
Will not hold C i quit; 1 give leave ta break iron-lock: 
ad come ieee and that 2 1 * Wbetber 
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Epiſt. 1 36. 
pain of love for want of poſſeſſion, or ſorrow that I 
not thank him, paineth me moſt: But both work upon 
firſt, O that he would come, and ate 


the longing ſoul, and fill the hungry ſout with thele goed © 
, 1 know indeed, my. guiltineſs may be a ve 1 


his way; but he is God, and ready to forgive. And for the 
other, Wo, wo is me, that I cannot find a heart to give 
back 
full of love to me: O that he would learn me this piece of 
ratitude ! O that I could have leave to look in, thorom the 
his praiſes! Or 
could break up one of his chamber windows, to look ia upon 


again my unworthy little love, for his great ſea- 


ole of the door, to ſee his face, and 


his delighting beauty, till my Lord - more ! - Any little 
communion with him, one of his Iove- looks ſhould be my be- 
gun heaven. I know, he is not lordly, neither is the Bride- 
groom's love proud, tho? I be black and wnlovely, and wnwoj- 
thy of him. I would ſeek but leaye, and withal grace, to 
ſpend my love upon him. I counſel you to think highly of 

hriſt, and of free, free grace, more than ye did before; for 
I know that Chriſt is not known amongſt us. 7 think 7 ſee 
more of Chriſt than ever I ſaw; and yet I ſee but little of 
what may be ſeen: O that he would draw-by the curtains, 
and that the King would come out of his: gallery and palace, 
that / might ſee him! Chriſt's love is young ylory and young 
heaven : it would ſoften hell's 


at my heart's deſire? O what price can be given for hint! 


Angels cannot weigh him; O his wezght, his worth, his ſwert- 
neſs, his overpaſſing beauty] If men and angels would come, 
and look to that great and princely One, their ebbneſs would 


never take up his depth, their narrowneſs would never com- 
prehend his breadth, height and length: if ten thouſand 
thouland worlds of angels were created, then might all 


tire themſelyes. in wondring at his beauty, and begin a- 


gain to wonder of new. O that I could win nigh him, to 
kiſs his feet, to hear his voice, to find. the ſmell of his oint- 
2 But oh alas, I have little, little of him; yet J long 


more. Remember my bonds, and help me with your pray- | 
ers; ior I would not niffer, or exchange my {ad hours, with 1 


the joy cf my velvet adverſaries. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. Tune 106. © Tours in his ſweet Lord 
an EN TORS x 
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pains to be filled with it, What 
would 7 refuſe to ſuffer, if I could but get a draught of love 


I 


252 Mr. Rutherfoorfs Epiſt. 13. 
. JAMES FLEMING, | 
Reverend and welbeloved in our Lord, 


38388 and peace be to you: I received your letter, 
AI which hath refreſhed me in my bonds. I cannot but te- 
- Sihe unto you, my dear brother, what ſweetneſs I find in our 
Maſter's croſs; but alas! what can I either do or ſuffer for 
him? jf I my alone had as many lives, as there have been 


4 1 of rain ſince the creation, I would think them too lit 
tle ſor that lovely One, our Welbeloved; but my pain and my 
forrow is above my ſufferings, that I find not ways to ſet out 
be praiſes of his — to others: I am not able, by tongue, 
peng or ſufferings, to provoke many to fall in love with him; 
it he khoweth, whom I love to ſerve in the ſpirit, what I 
Wald do, and ſuffer by his own ſtrength, ſo being I might 
mate my Lord ſeſus lovely and ſweet to many thouſands in 
_ thi3Jand, I think it amongſt God's' wonders, that he will 
take any praiſe or glory, or any teſtimony to his honourable 
gauſe, from ſuch a forlorn ſinner as I am: But when / Chriſt 
5 erte he needeth not ask the queſtion, by whom he will 
e gloricus; 1 know, ſeeĩng his glory at the beginning did ſhine 
dh out of poor nothing, to ſet up ſuch 2 fair houſe for man 
and angels; and ſo many lorious creatures, to proclaim his 
g29dyeſs, power and wiſdom, it I were burnt to aſhes, out 
of the ſmoke and powder of my diſſolved body, he could 
Faile glory to himſelf: His glory is his end; Oh that I could 
Join Vit him, to make it n end! I would think that fellow- 
ani With him ſweet and glorious. But alas, few know the 
gullxineſs that is on my part; it is a wonder, that this good 
caule hath not been marred and ſpilt, in my foul hands: But 
I rejoice in this, that my fweet Lord Jeſus hath found ſome- 


+ thing ado, even a ready 'market for his free grace, and in- 


Comparable and matchleſs mercy, in my wants: Only my 
. Jtothlom wretehedneſs, and my wants have qualified me for 
- Chri@, and the riches of his glorious grace; he behoved to 


take me for nothing, or elſe to want me: Few know the un- 

ſeen and private reckonings betwixt Chriſt and me; yet his 
Lee, his boundleſs love would not bide away, nor Cay at 
3 home with himſelf; and yet I dow hot make it welcome, 281 
ought, when it is come unſent-for and without hire. How 
Joytal is my he art, that ye write, ye are deſirous to join "I 
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Epiſt. 137. | 
me in praiſing ; for it is eharity to help a 2 his 
nd in 


near his excellency with eye, heart or tongue; for he is above 


LET T ERS. eyz 
debts; but when all have helped me, my name ſhall 

his count hook under ten thouſand thouſands of ſums unpaid: 
But it eaſeth my heart, that his dear ſervants will but ipeak 


ol my debts to ſuch à ſweet Creditor. I deſire, he may ly 
me in his own balance and weigh me, if I would not fain have 
a feaſt of his boundleſs love made to my own ſoul, and to ma- 


ny others. One thing I know, we ſhall not all be able to come 


all created thoughts: AI nations before him are as nothing, 
and leſs than nothing; he ſitteth in the circuit of beaven, 


and the inhabitants of the earth are as graſhoppers before 
bim! O that men would praiſe him! Ye complain of your 
private caſe: Alas, I am not the man, who can ſpeak to ſuch 
an one as ye are: Any ſweet prefence I have had in this 
Town, is (I know) for this cauſe, that I might ex 

make it known to others; but I never find my ſelf nearer 
Chriſt, that royal and princely One, than after a great 
weight and Tenſe of deadneſs, and graceleſneſs : I think, the 
— of our wants, when withal we have a reſtleſneſs, and 


a ſort of ſpiritual impatience under them, and can make 2 


din, becauſe we want him whom our foul loveth, is that 


which maketh an open door to Chriſt ; and when we think, 


we are going backward, becauſe we feel deadneſs, we are go- 
ing forward: For the more ſenſe, the more life, and no ſenſe 
argueth no life. T here, is no ſweeter fellowſhip my Chriſt, 
than to bring our woun:'s and our ſores. to him. But for my 
ſelf, I am aſhamed ; of Chriſt's goodneſs and love, ſince the 
time of my bonds ; for he hath been pleaſed to open up new 


treaſures of love and felt ſweetneſs, and give. viſitations of 


love, and acceſs to himlelf, in this ſtrange land. I would 
think a fill of his love, young and 


r priſoner together in the houſe of wine, 


not, | dow not, but give Chriſt an honourable and gloripus 
teſt mony: | fee, the Lord can ride through his enemies 


and triumph in the ſufferings of his own ; and ht 


this blind world ſeeth not, that ſuffering is Chriſt's armour, 
wherein he is victorious: And they that contend with Zion, 
ſee not what he is doing, when they are ſet to work, as under- 
— and ſeruants, to the work of refining of the ſaines, 

Satan's hand aiſo by them, is at the melting of our 
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green heaven; and when 
he is pleaſed to come, and the tide is in, and the ſea full, and 
the King and | 
the black tree of the croſs is not ſo heavy as a feather. I can- _ 
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254 Mr, Rutherfoors Epiſt. 138. 
Feſſels of-mercy) and their office in God's houſe, is to ſcoure 
and cleanſe veilels for the King's table. I marvel not to ſee 
triumph, and fit at caſe in Zion; our Father muſt lay 
up his rods, and keep them carefully for his own uſe : Our 
Lord cannot want fire in his bouſe 5 his furnace is in Zion, 

and bis fire in Jeruſalem: . But little know the adverſaries 
the counſel and the thoughts of the Lord. And for your com- 
| ints of your miniſtry, I now think all I did too little: 
Plainneſs, freedom, watehfulneſs, fidelity, ſhall ſwell u 
Jou, in exceeding large comforts, in your ſufferi 12 The 
eding of Chriſt's lambs in private viſitations, and catechi- 
ſing, in painful preacbing, and fair, honeſt and free warning 
of the flock, is a ſufferer's garland. O ten thouſand times 
bleſſed are they, who are honbured of Chriſt to be faithful 
and painful, in wooing a Bride to Chriſt! My dear brother, 
ILknow, ye think more on this, than I can; and I rejoice that 
Four purpoſe is, in the Lord's ſtrength, to back your wrong- 
ed Maſter, and to come out, and call your {elf Chriſt's man, 
when ſo many are now denying him, as fearing that Chriſt 
' {cannot do far himſelf and them. I am a loſt man for ever, or 
this, this is the way to ſalvation, even this way that they 
call berefie, that men now do mock and ſcoff at. I am con- 
Armed now, that Chriſt will accept of his ſervants ſufferings 
2 good ſervice to him, at the day of his appearance; and 
that ere it be long be will be upon us all, and men in all their 
blacks and whites ſhall be brought out before God, angels 
and: men. Our Maſter is not far eff: Oh if we could wait 


, 


« * Worthy and dear Brother, -, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have been tos long 
: in anſwering your letter, but other buſineſs took me u 
Jam here waiting, if the fair wind will turn upon Chriſt's 
A ails in Scotland; and if deliverance: be breaking out to this 
_ .ayer-clouded and benighted Kirk. Oh that we could contend 
hy prayers and ſupplications with our Lord for that effect! I 
| Know, bea hath not given out his laſt dgom againſt this fad. 
127 CY | $i "A 2 C 


3 


1 * 
* * | of * e 
2 - 0 « py 
; 1 1 1128 Y . 


"IR" { 
n 


> 
== 
1 
2 
it 
1 
n, 
ft 
ar 
&y 
On- 
85 
znd 


on; Fear him, and he ſhall reveal his Covenant to you. Grace | 


Epil. 139 "LETTERS. | 
7 have. little af Chriſtin this 
8, and deſires: All my bog — — 
der [and badge Gays: bc Jam rich i chat] my les 
3 practice Or NEW obedience, are 
ant oye, nd holy Bur blefled be my Lord, who thkech 


bt and d 8 —_ 
me, light and clipped, 2 ny fot 


with me, nor tad. non ng 
fene t. but cometh in at the broad. ſide, wit 
or making it nice, to make a poor — dis Ogrh. 
thr ] could feed upon his breathing, and - and em 
bracing, 2 he hopes of my 
love- letters wr not go betwixt us, but he be meſſenger” 
himſelf: But there is required patience on our part, fill the 
ſummer· fruit in heaven be ripe for us; it is in the bud, but 
there be many things to do, before our harveſt come: And 
we take ill with it, and can hardly endure to ſet our paper · face 
to one of Chriſt's ſtorms, and to go to heaven with wet fect, ! 
and pain, and ſorrow. We love to carry heaven to theayen | 
with us, and would have two ſummers in one year; and no 
leſs than two heayens. but this will not be for us: One, and 
ſueh an one, may ſuſſice us well enough; the man Chriſt got 
but one only, and ſhall we have two? Remember my love? in 
Chriſt to your father, and help me with your prayers. IF 
ye would be a deep Divine, I recommend to you fanctificati- 


be with you. 

Aberd. 1 5+ 1637. "Tours in his ſweet Lord Foſs 8 N. | 
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Much honoured Sir, ? do 
Race, mercyand peace be to you's 4 Abele oged tokear L | 
from you, and to know the eſtate of your' ſul; and the 
eſtate of that people with you. 1 beſeech you; S5, by the 
ſalvation of your precious ſoul, and the mercies of God; makes 
good and ſure work of your ſalvation, and try upon al | 
—— ye have builded · Worthy and dear Sir, if ye ye” | 
ſinking ſand, a ſtorm of death, and a blaſt wal looſe** Þ 
Chrift and you, — waſh you clofe o the Rock: O for the 
Lord's ſake, took narrowly co the work! Read over your life, 
with the light of God's day-light and ſun; for Lal vation is as, 
caſten down at every mans 'd6or : It is} bod to look” to 
compals, a ye W of, ere y elne = 
| li 


0 


* . 
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wind can blow you back again. Remember, when the race is 
ended, and the play either won or loſt, and ye are in the utmoſt 
circle and border of time, and ſhall put your foot within the 
march of eternity, and all your good things of this ſhort night 
eam ſhall ſeem to you, like the aſhes wt a blaze of thorns or 
aw, and your foul - ſhall be crying, Lodging, lodging, 
fer God's ſake.; Ihen ſhall your, ſoul. be more glad at one of 
your Lord's lovely and homely ſmiles, than if ye had the 
charters of three worlds for all eternity. Let pleaſures and 
gain, will and defires ofthis world, be put ovet in God's hands, 
as. arreſted and fenced gods, that ye cannot intromet with. 
Now when ye are drinking the ground of your cup, and ye 
are D ends of the Jaſt link of time, and old age, 
like death's long ſhadow, is caſting a —_— hos your days; 
it is no time to court this vain lite, and to ſet love 4nd heart 
upon it: It is near aiter-ſupper ; ſeek reſt and eaſe for your 
foul, in God through Chriſt. Believe me, I find it hard 
wrellling, to play fair with Chriſt, and to keep good quarters 
with him, and keep loye to him in integrity and life, and to 
. a conſtant courſe of ſound and ſolid daily communion 
with Chriſt : temptations are daily breaking the threed of that 
courſe, and it. is not eaſie to caſt a knot; again, and many knots 
make evil work. O hoy fair have many ſhips been plying be- 
fore the wind, that, in an hour's ſpace, have been lying in 
the ſea- bottom! How many — caſt · a golden luſtre, 
as if they were pure gold, and yet are, under that skin and 
| coyer, but bale and reprobate metal! And how many keep 
th 1 ir race.many miles, and yet come ſhort of the- 
_ and the garland! Dear Sir, my ſoul would mourn in 
Jecret for you, if I knew your caſe with God to be but falſe 
work: Love to have you anchored upon -Chriſt, maketh me 
fear your tottering and flips: Falſe under- water not ſeen; in 
the ground of an enlightned conſcience, is dangerous; ſo is 
often failing and {inning againſt light * know this, that theſe | 
who never had fick nights nar days in conſcience for ſin, can- - 
not have but ſuch a peace with God, as will wndercot, and 
break the fleſh again, and end in a {ad war at death. O how 
fearfully axe thouſands beguiled with falſe bide-grown-over 
old fing, as if the ſoul were cred and healed ! Dear Sir, I ſaw. 
ever nature mighty, lofty, heady and ſtrong in you; and it 
was more for you, to be mortified and dead to the world, 


than 0 man: Je will take a low ebb, and 2 
deep cut, and à long lance, to go ta the bottom of your 
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when [ ſhall have a free world of Chriſt's love! O What ff 


wounds, in ſaving bumiliation, to make you 2 wn prey for 
Chriſt. Be humbled, walk ſoftly ; down, down, for God's: 
ſake, my dear and wortby Brotber, with your top-ſail: Stoops: 
ſtoop; it is a low entry to go in at heaven's gates: There is in- 
finite juſtice in the party, ye have to do with; it is his nature 
not to acquit the guilty and the ſinner: The law of God will 
not want one farthing of the ſinner : God forgetteth not both 
the Cautionet and the ſinner; and every man mult pay, either; 
in his ou perſon (O Lord, faye you from that payment Yor 
in his Cautioner, Chriſt. It is violenee to corrupt nature, for: Wl 
2 man to be holy, to lie down under Chriſt's, feet, to quit 
will, pleaſure, worldly love, earthly hope, and an itehing of 
heart after this fairded and E es world, and to be: 
content that Chriſt trample upon all. Come in, come in ta 
Chriſt, and ſee what ye want, and find it in him: He is the 
tert cut (as we ule" to ſay) and the neareſt way to zn outgate 


of all your bfirdens. I dare avouch, ye ſhall be dearly el. 
come to him; my ſoul would be glad, to take part of the joy 
ye ſhould have in him. I dare ſay, angels pens, angels ti 
nay, as many worlds of angels, as there are are drops of u 
ter in all the ſeas, and fountains and rivers. of the earth, cat 
not paint him out to you: I think, his ſweetneſs, fince I wal 
a priſoner, hath ſwelled upon me to the greatneſs of tw 
heavens: +O for a foul as wide as the outmoſt circle; of /t ol 
higheſt heaven that containeth all, to contain his love! Anf | 
yet I could hold little of it. O world's wonder! O if m 
ſoul might but lie within the ſmell of his love, ſuppoſe I vou 
get no more but the ſmell of it! O but it is long to that day 
ſight to be up in heaven, in that fair orchard of the new para 
diſe; and to ſee, and ſmell, and touch, and kiſz that fair Field 
flower, that ever-green Tree of life! His bare ſhadow wer 
enough for me; a fight of him would be the earneſt of hea 
to me. Ey, fy upon us, that we have love lying ruſting bg 


% 


. - , 
- — * 
by = 
| - 
mY) l | * « oe 


Oi we wers clefped in 6th&'s arm! Wa Held never twin 


| again, heaven twir d and 1 and that Cans 
not ber I deſire your children to ſeek hs Lott :, deſire them 


from me to be requeſted, for Chriſt's fake, to be wie F 


happy, and come and take"Chrift, and al ching with = 


Ler-theni beware of glaſſy and ſippry youth; of tooliſh yo 


panys ys of curſing, tying, blaſpheming, and fooliſt talking 
them be led et the Spirit, a cquaint themſelves with 


fort, the word of God. Help the fouls of the poor people; 
[© chat my Lord would bring me again among them, that 
might tell uncouth and great tales of Chriſt to them | Re- 
Weeive not a ſtranger to preack any other doctrine to them, 
[Pray for me, his priſoner of hape. I pray for” Ln Without 

gaſing : 3 bleffing, earneſt” PN the ! oye of God, 
[ad the ſweet preſence of Chrift to you, and yours and them. 
Grace, grace, ork be with you. 

& Hherd- 1637. Tur lawful and loving nn i. * K 
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| Riche hoiearable and my very worthy and noble Lord, 


2 Ot of the honourable. and good r Na ob that 1 bear * 


your Zordſhip's good-w 5 in taking to 


art the bonourable Laue of C hriſt, and his 1 Churcty 
— woo truth, in this Land; I make bold to ſpeak a wor 


r to your tar þ at this diſtance, which I truſt * 


r Lofdſbip will take in good part. It is your 15 
nou! -and credit, to 15 to your hand = 7e $A 
pur to God) to the fal and tottering tabernacle of Chriſt, 
u this your Mcther-church, and to — Chriſt's, wrongs, as 
our own wrongs. O bleſſed hand, which ſhall wipe and dry 
| ovary: eyes of our weeping Lord Jeſus, now going 
fourning in ſackeloth in his members, in his oy Whey in his 
* and in the prerogative-royal of his kingly power! He 
ch not ſervice'and help from men; but it pleaſeth his 
om to make the ants and loſſes, ſores and wounds of 
is Spoufe, a field and an office · houſe, for the zeal of his ſeryants, 
dexereiſe themſelves in: Therefore, ay noble and dear Lord, 


; po ot the ſtrer ch of the Lord, gainſt all o oppo 


wron 


ef Eck iO eg, the I 


hter, is 
22 fine 
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motions, of world! ly Fuſes, of deceivable gain, of el ent com- 


daily praying, and with che dre! bone of wiſdom and com- 


,, rt Pry 


(ae a i 


Fpiſt. 140. LETTER S. 


htcouſnels 
mall break through the clouds, that 8 — drawn Lo 
the Lord, bring our ba: 


* Lircles withous other, that it were all too little for 


S 

259 

like a piece of the reſt of the Way to heaven, Barry, rough, 
ſtormy, and full of thorns: Many would follow Chriſt, b 


2 5 - 9 122 © 443 8 - » 1+ 
with a reſervation, that by open proclamation” Chriſt wou 


cry down croſſes, and cry up fair-weather, and 2. ſummers 
Sky and ſun, till we were all fairly landed at heaven. 1 know 
your Lordſhip hath not ſo learned Chriſt, but that ye intend 
to fetch heaven, ſuppoſe your father were ſtandipg in your 

way; and to take it with the wind on your face; or fo both 

ſtorm and wind was on the fair face of your lovely Fore-runner, - 
Chriſt, all his way. It is poſſible, the ſucceſs anſwer not your 

deſire, in this worthy cauſe : what then? Duties are ours, 
but events are the Lord's: And I hope, if your; Lordſhip a 
others with you ſhall go on to dive to the loweſt g 


- 
U 1 : 


Sovereign (law going 
1 hearing of Chriſt's bill of complaints, and ſe 
lyes ſingly to ſeek the Lord and his face, your ri: 


noble Lord, ye have rejoiced the hearts of many, that ye have 
made choice of Chriſt and his goſpel, whereas ſuch great 
temptations do ſtand in your way: Bt I love your profeſ- 
hon the better, that it endureth winds; if we knew aur ſelves 
well, to want temptations is the greateſt temptation of all: 
Neither is father nor mother, nor court, nor honour, in this 
oyerluſtred world, with all its paintry and fairding, any thing 
elle, when they are laid in the balance with Chriſt, but fea- 
thers, ſhadows, night-dreams and ſtraws. O if this world 
knew. the excellency, ſweetneſs and beauty of that high and 
lofty One, that Faireſt among the ſons of men! Verily they 3M 
ſhould ſee, if their. love were bigger than, ten heavens, all, in 
ittle for Chriſt our 
Lord - { 


Ld 


2 e Ribe oor Ps 
© your choice not repent you, when life 
1 E to chat rein bt betwixt time and eternity, and ye 
Mall ſee the utmoſt border of time, and ſhall draw the curtain, 
Aud look into eternity, and ſhall one day fee God take the 
heavens in his hands, and fold them together, like an old bolly 
gatmest, and fer on fire this elay- part of the ereation of God, 
. and confitme away in ſmoke and aſhes the idol-bope of poor 
fools, who think there is not a better country, than this low 
y ofdying-clay. Children cannot make compariſon arigh 
© betwixt this life and that to come; and therefore the babes of 
| this world, who ſee no better, mould in their own brain a 
' heaven of their own corn becauſe they ſee no further than 
the neareſt fide of time. I dare lay in pawn my hope of heaven, 
3 eproached way, is the only way of peace: I find, it is 
_ the [This the Lord hath ſealed with his coniforts, now in 
my for Chriſt; and I verily eſteem, and find chains and 
| 2 fer that lovely One, Chriſt, to be watred over with ſweet 
confolations, and the love ſmiles of that lovely Bridegroom, 
for whoſe coming we wait : And when he cometh, then ſhall 
the blacks and whites of all men come before the fun, then 
ſhalt the Lord put a final deciſion upon the pleas that Zion 
Hath with her adverſaries: And as faſt as time poſteth away 
which neither ſitteth, nor ſtandeth, nor lee peth) as faſt is 


fr 


che Ercßt; of our long-laſting: day drawing near its br 
your Lordſhip be pleaſed to plead for me, inn the 


ey did ſhape my doom according to their new awleſs Ca- 

ant, Sies is, that à deprived miniſter ſhall be utterly { 

lenced; and not preach at all; which is a cruelty, contrary 

to their own former practices. Now, the only wiſe God, the 

very God of peace, confirm, ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh” your 

- Lordſhip, upon the Stone laid in Zion, and be with you for 
ever. 


1 weet Lord . S. R. 
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our hand-breadth of this ſhort winter-night flying away, and 


Oran 5 Prelates, 1 mal be forgotten in this priſon; for 


—_ on. Pur Lerdſvip ip's at all reſpedtive obedience 


Race, mercy and "EIS to you ; Tking to hear how 
your. ſoul proſpereth. e define our on- going 
5 Gy melteth 13 a 
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way by little and little, and that in ſhort time 


ye will 


and our Joys here are born weeping, rather thay laughing 
and they die weeping. Sin, fin, this body of fin and cortup- 
tion, imbietereth and poifoneth all our enjoyments. O thar 
I were» where I ſhall fin na more! O to be freed of 


theſe. chains and iron fetters, that we carry about with us? 


not caule to ſay, that they have _ fill of this Vain life, and 
like a full and fick ſtomach, to wiſh at nid. ſupper, that the 
ſupper were ended, and the table dran, that the ſick man 


mid- ſapper of the beſt meſſes, that this world can dreſs up for 
us; and to cry to God, that he would remove the table, and 
put the ſin-ſick ſouls to reſt with himſelf. O for a long play- 


may their ſouls be, that are ſaſe over frth, Chriſt having pays 
ed the fraught: happy are they, ho have paſt their hard 
and weariſom time of apprenticeſhip, and are now fre 

and citizens in that joyful hi 
Alas! that we ſhould be 
and our priſon-houſe, and 
we are abſent from our Lord, and ſo far from our home. 
that we could get bonds and 14w-ſuretiſhip of our love, 


of, and rejoice in our 


are doing in Heaven, and our heart more frequently upon our 
tweet tusaſufe above. We ſmell of the ſmoke of this lower - 


here ; If we . we ſhoul ir 
heaven, and ot aur country above, and we ſhwuld look like our 


- 


hereaway : Our crofles would not bite upon us, if we were 


CC 0ʃr!w.. 
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when we are ſtricken, we dare not weep, but ſteal our grief a- 
Way betwixt our Lord and us; and content our ſelves with 
— ſorrow behind backs. Een he! thanked, EN 

ings that ſo ſtroak us againſt the hair, as we may pray, U 
trey our better borne, God bleſs - father's bouſe, and wot this 
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be put 
beyond time's bounds; for life is a poſt that andech noe at, » 


Lord, loſe the ſad Priſoners. Who of the children of God have 


- 
{Js da. arts 


might win to bed and enjoy reſt ? We have caule to tire 
day with Chriſt, and our long laſting vacante of reſt! Glad 


city, the new Fer#ſatem. A 
is dear 1nhs, 4 life of ſin, where 


it faſten not ie ſelF o theſe:elaytireams;  thele, clty-ſhalowy 
and worldly yanities ! We might be oftner ſeeing what they. 


houſe of the earth, becauſe-our hearts and r 1 
mell o 


country, and like ſtrangers or ple not born or brought up ö | 


Feavenly-minded. I know no obligation the ſaints have t 
this — ſeeing we fare but upon the ſmoke of it 3 and if 
there be any ſmoke in the houſe, it bloweth upon our eyes: 
All our part of the table is ſrarce worth a drink of water; and 


"Tate f 


{ 


Bier, and bring her to 


ino ber ear there, and ſaid, Thou art mine. What would ye 
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«ſmoke, that bloweth us to ſeek our beſt Indging. 1 am jure, 


this is beſt fruit of the croſs, when we, from the bard fare of 


the dear inns, cry the more, that God would ſend a fair wi 

to land us, hungred and oppreſſed ſtrangers, at the — 5 
Father's houſe, which now is made in Chriſt our kindly heri. 
tage. O then let us pull up the ſtakes and ſtoops of our tent, 
and take our tent on our back, and go with our fitting to 
our beſt home; for here we have no continuing city. I am 
waiting in hope here, to ſee what my Lord will do with me: 


Let him make of me what, he pleaſeth; providing he make 


glory to himſelf out of me, I care not. I hope, yea I am now 
ture, that I am for Chriſt,” and all that I can or may make is 
for him: I am his everlaſting debtor or dyvour, and ſtill ſhall 
be; for alas I have nothing for him, and he getteth little ſer- 
vice of me! Pray for me, that our Lord would be pleaſed to 
Zire me houſe · room, that I may ſerve him in the calling he 
hath called me unto. Grace be with you. | 

' Aberd. 16379. Tours in by ſmeet Lord Feſus. S. R. 
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| . My very dear Brother, 


Race, mercy, and peace be to you: Ye are heartily wel- 
come to my wot of ſuffering, and heartily welcome to 
my Maſter's houſe, God give you much joy of your new Maſter. 


l have been in the houſe before you, | were not faithful to 


give the houſe an ill name, or to ſpeak eyil of the Lord of the 
amily : I rather wiſh God's holy Spirit (O Lord,breathe upon 


me with that Spirit) to tell you the faſhions of the houſe, 


One thing I canſay, by on-waiting ye will grow a great man 


with the Lord of the houſe: hang on, till ye get ſome good 


from Chriſt; lay all your loads and your weights by taith 
upon Chriſt ; eaſe your ſelf, and let him bear all: he can, 


be dow, he will bear you, howbeit hell were upon your back; 
I rejoice that he is come, and hath choſen you in the furnace; 


it was even there where ye and he ſet tryſt: That is an old 


Fate of Chriſt's, he keepeth the good old faſhion with you, that 


was in Hoſea's days, Hoſ. ii. 14. There behold I will allure 
| wilderneſs, and ſpeak to ber heart : 
there was no talking to her heart, while he and ſhe were in 


the fair and flouriſhing city, and at eaſe z but out inthe cold, 


hungry, waſte wilderneſs, he allureth her; he whiſpered news 
think 


— 
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think of ſuch a bide? Ye may ſoon . Lord, "'Y 


- flatter him till we win to the fair fields 


converſion : 


ſorrow for fin, and if ye can pant and fall aſwoon, and be lis 
to die for that lovely One, ſeſus: I know, Chriſt will not bs 
for it ſell and be fruĩt - 
ful in well-doing : The ſanctißed croſs is a fruitful tree, il 
bringeth forth many apps If 1 ſhould tell you by lon * 


back oy 


_ 


bold all; Lord Jeſus, a Bargain be it, it Pall not 

my. Ide. Ye have gotten: a great .advant; bythe W Aug 
heaven, that ye have ſtarted to the gate in the morning: Hl 
2 fool as ! was, I ſuffered my ſun to be high in the heaven, 


and near afternoon, beſote ever. I took the gate by the end: 


I ou now, keep the advantage ye have. My beart, be 
plans z let wick) up the brae on hands and feet, as if the 
laſt pictle of {and were running out of your glaſs, and death 
were coming to turn the glaſs: And be very careful to take 
heed to your feet, in that ſlippry and dangerous way of youth, 
that ye are walking in: The devil and te ons Dow ha 

the advantage of the brae of you, and are upon your wazd- 
band and your working hand; dry timber will ſoon take fire: 


be covetous and greedy of the grace of God, and beware that 


it be not helinels that cometh only from the crols; for too 
many are that way diſpoſed, Pſal. Ixxviii. 34. Vben be flew 
them, then they ſought him, and they returned and enquired 
early after God. Verſe 36. Nevertheleſs they did flatter 
him with their mouth, and they lied unto oy, rar * 
tongues, It is a of our hypocriſie, to give God a white 
m—_ When he ach uw in his grips (if I may ſpeak ſo) and to 
again. Try well green 
godlineſs, and examine what it is ye love in Chriſt: If ye 
love but Chriſt's ſzn-ſide, and would have only-ſummer-wee- 
ther and a land-gate, not 4 ea-way to heaven; your profeſ- 
lion will play you a ſlip, and the winter-well will go dry again 
in ſummer. Make no ſports nor beirns-play of Chriſt; hut 
labour for a ſound and lively ſigbi of ſin, that ye may judge 


your ſelf an andone man, à damned ſlave of bell and fin, one 


dying in your own blood, except Chriſt come and rue upon you, 
and tate you wp; and therefure make ſure and faſt wor k of 


old work, the building of confuſion, that was there before; a 
let Chriſt lay new work, and make a new creaticn within y 


Look if Cbriſt's rain goeth down to the root of your withered | 


plants, and if his love wound your heart while it bleed with 


hid where he is; grace will ever ſpeak 


weak experience, what I have found in, G 1m 
; Fr. 2 Cc I 
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the earth deep; and down, down with; — 
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of 


Chriſt long that 7 do now; tho? alas! my t are 
kill infinitely bw his worth. I have a dwining, fichly and 


pained life, for à real on of him; and am troubled with 
Jove-braſhes and loue-fevers; but it is a ſweet pain. I would 
refuſe no conditions, not hell excepted, (reſerving always God's 
hatred) to buy poſſeſſion of Jeſus : but alas! I am not a mer- 


come to a good cheap market, where wares are had for no- 
thing, elſe / go home empty: But I have caſten this work up- 
! to get me kim If ; I * — For arte — 
ile (as a of his) all en that J obtain t 
which my b 5 ry defires would Is or; and / eſteem that the 
choice of my happineſs : And for Chr:/?'s croſs, eſpecially the 
garland and flower of all croſles, to ſuffer for his name, 1 chem 
it more than I ean write or ſpeak to you; and I write it under 
thine own hand to you, it is one of the ſteps of the ladder up 
to our country, and Chriſt (whoever be one) is {till at the hea- 
vy end of this black tree, and fo it is but as a feather to me: J 
need not run at leiſure, becauſe of a burden on my back; my 


2 Chriſt the foul is, it is ſtill the lighter for the journey. Now, 
would to God, all eald-blocded, faint-bearted foldiers of Chriſt 
would Jock again to Jeſus, and to his love; and when they Jook, 

I would have them to lock again and again, and fill themſelves 
with beholding of Chriſt's beauty; and I dare ſay then, that 
Ori would come in great court and requeſt with many: 


back never bare the like of it; the more heavily croſſed for 


" 4 }6 


chant, who have any money to give for him; I muſt either 


The virgins would flock faſt about the v. they 
not 


would embrace and take hold of him, and et him go: 
But when TI have ſpoken of him till my head rive, I have ſaid 
juſt nothing, I may begin again. A God-head, a God - head 
a world's wonder : Set ten thouſand thouſand new made 
worlds of angels and elect men, and double them in number, 
ten thouſand, thouſand, thouſand times; let their heart and 
_ tongues be ten thouſand thouſand times more » 0X large, 


x wings before him, Iſa. vi. 2. When they have ſaid all for 
the glorifying and praiſing of the Lord Jeſus, they have but 
ſpoken little or nothing: His love will bide all poſſible cre- 
tures to praiſe. Oh if I could wear this tongue to the ſtump, 
7 In extolling his highneſs But it is my daily- growing ſorrow, 
1 nded with his incomparable love, and he doth 
' ſo great things for my ſoul, and be got never yet any thing of 

8 wn , | : me 


n the heart and tongues of the Seraphims, that ſtand with 
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: Sir, I charge you, help me to 
praiſe him: It is a ſhame to ſpeak of what Fe hath done the 2 
me, and what I do to him I am ſure, Chriſt hath many 
drowned dyvours in heaven beſide him ; and when we are con- 
veened, man and at the great day, in that fair laſt 
we are all his drowned dyvowrs : It is hard to. 
e E do no more, I would 
have them to wonder: If wecannot be filled with Chriſt's love, 
we may be filled with wondring. Fir, I would I could per- * 
. you to grow ſick for Chriſt, and to long after him, and 
love for himſelf; but his tongue is in heaven, 
Rte To him and his rich grace I recommend you. 
I pray you, pray for me, and forget not to praiſe, - 
Aber _ 17. 1637- Tours in his ſweet | Lord 4 8. 


. the Lady GAITGIRTH. | 52500 
Aire, 7 | 
1 Teng to know how 


matters ſtand betwixt Chriſt . 1 


find him ſtill the longer the n 
his love: Ye 3 elf ebb — r+ ow, lle nf 5 war 
and wane ; but your Lord is this day as he was — 81 
and it is ** comfort, that your ſalvation is not rolled upon} 
wheels 97 your own making, neither have ye to de with s 
Chriſt of -your own 20 God hath en out 2 
tor, ſtrong and mig pes: e and your burdens were as — 
as ten hills or bells 525 able to bear you, and ſays aa woke 
uttermoſt. Your often ſeeking to him, cannot _ 
burden to him. [know Chriſt compaſſonateth you, and mak» . 
eth a moan for you, in all your dumps, under your 
down-caſtings 3 but it is good for you, that he hideth himſelf ' 
ſometimes : it is not niceneſs,. dryneſs, nor coldneſs of love, 
that eauſeth Chriſt withdraw, and ſtip- in under a curtain and a | 
vail,that ye cannot ſee him; but he knoweth, ye could pot bear 
with «p-ſails, a fair a full moon and a high ſpring-tide - 
of his felt love, always a fair ſummer-day and a ſi 4 
mer-ſunof a felt and poſſeſſed and embracing Lord 7 
e ones are thin He. 
could not let out his rivers of loye upon his own, "but theſe - 
rivers would be in 3 to looſe ſe # young plant at the root'g 
and he knoweth this : Ye ſhould therefore friſt Chriſts 
kindneſs, as to its a 
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he bo above ſun and moon; that is the country where ye will 
be enlarged for that love, which ye dow not now contain, 
aſt, the burden of your ſweet babes upon Chriſt,” and ligh- 
ten your heart, by ſaying your All upon him, he will be their 
God. I hope to ſee you up the mountain yet, and glad in the | 
ſalvation of God: Frame your ſelf for Chriſt, and gloom not 
upon his croſs. 7 find him fo ſweet, that my love, ſuppoſe / 
would charge it to remove from Chriſt, would not obey me: 
His love hath ſtronger fingers chan to let go its grips of us, 
bairns, who cannot go but by ſuch a hold as Chrift. It is 
ood that we want legs of our' own, fince we may borrow 
from Chriſt ; and it is our happineſs that Chriſt is under an 
act of cautionry for heaven, SE that Chriſt is booked in hex 
ven, as the principal Debtor, for ſuch poor bodies as we are. 
T requeſt you, give the Laird your husband thanks for his 
care of me, that he hath appeared in publick for a priſoner of 
Chriſt: I pray and write mercy and peace and bleflings to 
him and his. Grace, grace be with you for ever. LIE 
erd. 1627. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſws, S. R 
| gn i pre repre . ͤ— — 
Te M. IOHNFERGUS HILL. 


* "Reverend and dear Brother, 8 | | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: My longings and de- 

Q fires for a light of the new-builded tabernacle of Chriſt I p 
again in Scotland, that tabernacle that came down from hea- 4 
ven, hath now taken ſome life again, when I ſee Chriſt ma- of 
Bong. > vent to ſow vengeance among his enemies. I care not, of 
If this land be ripe for ſuch a great wonderful mercy ; but / th 
know, he muſt do, whenever it is done, without hire.” / pl 
find the grief of my ſilence, and my fear to be holden at the to 
door of Chriſt's houſe, ſwelling upon me; and the truth is, F 6, 
. Were it not that I am dawted now and then with pieces of F 1, 
Chriſt's ſweet love and comforts, 1fear 7 ſhould have made BF ter 
an ill 5rowſ} of this honourable crofs, that I know ſuch a ſoft an 
 and'fiIy-minded body as I am, is not worthy of: For /have Y th; 
little in me but ſoftneſs, and ſuperlative and exceſſive = try 
henſſons of fear, and ſadneſs, and forrow ;. and often God's Lo 
.terrors do ſurround me, becauſe Chriſt looketh not fo fi- de 
. Yourabty upon me, as a poor witneſs would haye him: And! in 

* wonder, how have paſt a year and a-quarter's impriſonment, g 
without ſhaming my ſweet Lord, to whom I defire to be faith- 
ful; an I think ſhall die but yen mitting and aiming toſers: 


4 
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I am at home; but it is a part of 


gal and wormwood in my 


Lord to ſtrike me with dumb Sabbaths: Lord pardon my ſo 


to follow 
mand my ſoul ſilence, and wait upon the Lord. I am ſure, 
while Chriſt lives, / am well enough friend ſtead: I hope he 
will extend his kindneſs and power for me; but God be 
thanked, it is not worſe with me, than a croſs for Chriſt and 
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and honour my Lord Jeſus. Few know how taom and 1570 
marriage love and husband - 

love, that my Lord Jeſus goeth nat to the ſtreets with his 
iding againſt me: It is but ſtolen and coneealed anger that 


282 
Ind and feel, and his gloams to me are kept under roof, that 


he will not have mine enemies hearing what is betwixt me and 
Chriſt: And believe me, I ſay the truth in Chriſt, the only 
cup, and that which hath filled me 
with fear, hath been, leſt my fins, that ſun and moon and the 
Lord's children were never witneſs to, ſhould have moved my 
and weak jealouſies, if I be here in an error. My very, de a- 
brother, 1 would have looked for more large and more parti 


cular letters from you, for my comfort in this; for your werds 
before have ſtrengthened me: I pray you, mend this, and be 
. thankful and painful, while ye 


have à piece or corner of the 
Lord's Vineyard to dreſg. O would to J could have leave 
ou to break the clods But 7 wiſh I could com- 


more 


his truth. I know he might have pitched upon many | 
pleaſed ; but 7 ſeek 


choice and worthy *witneffes, if he had 
vo more (be what timber J will, ſu 
piece of hell) than that my Lord, in his infinite. art, hew 
glory to his Name, and enlargement to Chriſt's kingdom, out 


of me. Oh that I could attain to this, to deſire that my part 


of Chriſt might be laid in pledge for the heightning of Chriſt's 
throne in Britain! Let my Lord redeem the pledge, or, if he 
pleaſe, let it fank and drown unredeemed : But What can 7 add 
to him? Or what way can a ſmothered and born-down pri- 
ſoner ſet out Chriſt in open market, as a lovely and deſirable 
Lord, to many ſouls? 7 know, he ſeeth to his own glory, bet- 


ter than my ebh thoughts can dream of; and that the wheels 
and paces of this poor diſtempered Kirk are in his hands, and 


that things ſhall roll as Chriſt will have them: Only, Lord 


ppoſe I were made of 2 
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try the matter ſo, as Chriſt may · be made a Houſholder and, Will 


Lord again in Sc:tland, and wet faces for his 3 | 
be dried at his ſweet and much-deſired welcome-bome. I fee, 


in all our trials, our Lord will not mix our wares and his 


grace over-head through other; but he will have each man to 
know his own, that the like of me may ſay, in my ſufferings, 
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Ibis is s grace this 1s but my coarſe this t 
＋ mw 16 is 72 — and reaſen. We 3 — — 
+ play, us, if they ſhould carry us through all our wa- 
ers; and the leaſt thing our Lord can have of us, is, to know 
does race r or grace s dyuours, and that nature is of 
$a 5 an lood, and grace is better born, and of kin 
1 Chile and of a better houſe. Oh that I were 
Fe ef Shag dal, that they call a ſelf; and that Chriſt were 
cart and my ſelf a decounted gpher her, and a denied and 
forſworn thing! But that proud wich my ſelf, will not play, 
= it ride up fde for ſide Chriſt,- or rather haye 
| Place before him. 64 f another devil, as evil as the 
x of devilz; if ghoy could give Chriſt the way, and take 
fbing own room, "which i is tq fit as low as nothing or corrupti- 
O but we have much need to be ranſomed and redeemed 
A Chriſt, from that wafter-tyrant, that cryel and lawleſs 
Jord, or ſelf ; nay, when J am ſeckigg Chriſt, and am out of 
wy | ſelf, I haye the third part of by ſquint-eye upon that vain, 
Jain fhing, elf, ny 57 and mething of mine own: 
but 1 hold. Tele you to contribute your help, 
{to ſee if I can be — to my waſted and loſt flock. 1 
; 1 7 it can be, except the Lords would procure me a li- 
jo preach and they have reaſon, ' 1. Becauſe the op- 
2 and my adverſaries have practiſed their new canons - 


25 Whereof one is, That > no deprived miniſter _ 


er the gain of excommunication. 2. Becauſe m 1 

of theſe cquons, was a ſpecial thing that incenſed Sidſerf 
23 00 me. 3. Becauſe I was judicially accyſed for my boo 
againſt the Arminiens, and commanged by the chance lor to 
acknowledge, I had done a fault in yriting againſt Dr. Fack- 
ſen, a wicked Arminian. Pray for a room in the houſe to me 
Grace, grace be (as it is) your portion. 

Aberd. 1687. | Tours 1 his s ſmeet Lord Jeſus, S. K. 
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Te JOHN STEWART Proveſt of Air. 


Worthy Sir, | 
Race, mercy and be with you : long for the 2 
<5 I ſhall ſee the beauty of — Lord i 
be as glad of it, as of any 1 t on earth, ro ſee the halt, 
he blind, and the lame, come bac 
Xrri. 8, 9. Going and weeping, and ſeeking the Lord, 
2 ths 1 fo Zion ae, eie ir faves thitherwocd, er. 


bp 5 


/ 


to Zion with ſupplications, 
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5, 6. And to ſee the woman trevailing in birth, Aelivered . 
man-child of e bleſſed Reformation. If this land were 
te mari IW look that our skies ſhould clear, and our 
day — and ye ſhould then bleſs Chriſt, who: is con- 
tent to fave your 4 and to giye himſelf to you, in oF 
— " this 3 . — hs 
y promile to Scot notwit 
— — upon this land. I am waiting 2 
enlargement, and half- content that my faith bow, © if 
while he bow it, keep it unbroken ; for who goeth thy ha 
fre without à mark or 2 ſcald? 1 lee the Lord making uſe of 
this fire, to ſcour his veſſels from their ruſt. Oh that my will 
were ſilent, and as à child weaned from t the breaſts! Pſal. cxxxi.: 
But alas, who hath an heart that will give Chriſt the leſt word 
in fiyting, and will hear, and not f lied ain? Ohl conteſta- 
tions and quarręlous replies (ap a ſoon-ſadled ſpirit, I do well 
te be angry, even to the death, Jonah p 9.0 el of the ſtink 
of ſtrong corruption. O bleſſed ſoul, that could ſacrifice his 
will znd goto heayen, having loſt his wil, and made reſigna- 
tion of it to Chriſt! I — ſeek no more, hut that brit 
were abſolute King over my will, and that my will were a2 
ſufferer in all croſſes, without meeting Chriſt with ſuch a word, 
Why is it thus ? I wiſh ſtill, that my loye had but leaye to 
ſtand beſide beautiful Telus, and to get the mercy of locking 
to him, and burning for him, ſu appete poll 2 of him were 
po- ſuſpended and friſted, till my Lord fold together the leaves and 
erf nodes of the little ſhe pherd's tent of —— Oh what pain 
00 is in long ing for Chriſt, — an oyer-clouded and eclipſed. - 
to Aurance! What is harder than to burn, and dwine with long- 
ache ing and deaths of love, and then to have blanks and wninked .. 
mes Paper, per, for aſſurance of Chriſt in real fruition or paſſeſſion? Oh 
w ſweet were one line or half a letter of a written aſſurance 
» Ri under Chriſt's own hand! But this is our exercile daily, that 
an guiltineſs ſhall overmiſt and darken aſſurance : It is a miracle 
| to believe, hut for a ſinner to helieve is two miracles. But O 
what obligations of love are we under ts Chriſt, who 1 
with our wild apprebenſions in ſuff:ring them to nick-name 
me, ſmeet Jeſus, and to put a n his OT Name! If he had 
and not been God, and if lon airing bn Chriſt were not like 
alt, Chriſt himſelf, we ſhould | long ago have broken Chriſt's mer» 
ons, des in two pieces, and put an ixon-bar 75 our own ſalvati- 
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ord, en, that mercy ſhould not haye T B 2 or oven | | 
ler. by; but long · ſuffering in God, is God and that is R 
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our ſal vation, and the ſtability of our heaven is in God: 1 
knew (who ſaid, Chriſt in you the hope of glory, Col. i. 27. 
For our hope and the bottom and pillars of it is Chriſt- G 

inert are anchor-faſt and made ſtable in God; fo that if God 
do not change (which is i le) then my hope ſhall not 
fluctuate. O ſweet ſtability of ſure- bottom d ſalvation ! Who 
could in heaven, if this were not? and who could be ſaved, 
it Ged were not God, and if he were not fuch a God as he is? 
OGod be thanked, that our Salvation is coafted and landed 
aud ſhored upon Chriſt, who it Maſter of winds and florms ? 
and what ſea-winds can blow the coaſt or the land out of its 
plage? Bulwarks are often caſten down, but coaſts are not 
removed; but ſuppoſe that were or might be, yet God can- 
not reel or remove. Oh that we go from this ſtrong and un- 
movable Lord, and that we looſe our ſelves (if it were in 
our” power) from him! Alas, our green and young love hath 
not taken with-Chriſt, being unacquainted with him: He is 
ſuch a wide and broad, and deep and high, and ſurpaſſing 
ſweetnels, that our love is too little for him; but O if our 
love, little as it is, could take band with his great and huge 
ſweetneſs and tranſcendent excellency ! O thrice bleſſed, and 
eternally bleſſed are they, who are out of themſelves, and a- 
* bove chemſel ves, that they may be in love united to him! Iam 
© often rolling up and down the thoughts of my faint and fick 
' defires, of expreſſing Chriſt's glory before his people; but I ice 
not through the throng of i iments, and cannot find eyes 
to look higher, and ſo 1 put many things in Chriſt's way to hin- 
der him, that I know he would but laugh at, and with one ſtride 
ſet his foot over them all. I know not, if my Lord will bring 
me to his Sanctuary or not; but I know, he hath the placing of 
me, either Within or without the houſe, and that nothing will 
be done without him: But I am often thinking and ſaying, 
* within my'felf, that my days flee away, and I ſee no g 
WU neither yet Chriſt's work thriving ; and it is like, the grave 
i" ſhall prevent the anſwer of my deſires of ſaving of ſouls, as 


_ 


| would : But alas I cannot make right work of his ways, I nei- 
cher ſpell nor read my Lord's providence aright: My thoughts 
oO a Way, that I fear they meet not God; for it is like, God 


r fs wwe ef. 


will not come the way of my thoughts ; and I cannot be taught Fi 
th crucifie him my wi ſdom and deſires, and to make him King e 
ever my thoughts; for I would have a princedom over m Fu 
|} "thongs, e add adh and blindly preferide to God, N 
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1 Long to hear how your ſoul proſperetli · I earneſtly daſire 
Lo 


thing to ſee Chrift with ap- ſun, and to read over your papers 
and ſoul-acoounts with fair day- light: It 9 . 


who are committing, whoredom with this idol- clay, and hunt- 
ing a poor wretched hungry heaven, a hungry break-faſt, a 
- day's meat, from this hungry world,” with the forfeiting of 
God's favour, and the drinking cover their heaven ever be | 1 


mort forenoon ! All that is under this y2ult of heaven, and be- 
twixt us and death, and in this {ide of fun and moan, art but 
toys, night · viſions, 1 ſhadows, watry froth, | 
godleſs vanities,” at their beſt; and black hearts, and ſalt,, and 
lowre miſeries, ſugared over and confected with an hours 


court and lawleſs pleaſures. Sir, H ye look boch to the 
ing fide, and the w 
not only upon the skin and colour of things, | 
' inwards, andi the beart of their excellency, ye ſhall e that i 
28 2 one : l 


9 . 
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and guide my {elf in à way of my en making; But hold 
my peace here, let him do bis will, Grace, grace be wich you- 
Aberd. 1637. Wear in his ſeeteſt Lord 

| 4d Maſter, S. N 
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ou, to try how matters between your ſoul and the 
5 «: think it no eaſie matter to take heaven by: violenee; 
Salvation cometh '-now. to the moſt- part of men, in a night - 
dream: There is na ſcarcity of faith now ſuch: as it is 3 for 
ye ſhall not now light upon the man, who will not ſay, he 
hath faith in Chriſi : But alas d: dreams make no man's 
rights. Worthy Sir, I beſeech you in the Lord, give your foul 
no reſt, till ye have real affurance,- and Chriſt's rights conſirm- 
ed and fealed to your ſoul ; the common faith and Country- 
holineſs, and weel- days cal, that is among people; will never 
bring men to heaven: Lake pains for your falyation:; for-in 
that day, when ye ſhall ſee many mens labours and conqueſts 
and idol riches lying in aſhes, when the earth and all the works 
thereof ſhall be burnt: with fire, O how dear à price-wouid _ 
your ſoul give for God's favour in Chrift It is ia _bleffed 


. 


cry for a lamp, when the — is entred into his cham- 
ber, and the door ſhut. Fy, fy upon blinded and baſed ſouls, 
9 


board ¶ as men uſe to {peak} for the laughter and ſports of this 


laughter or two, and che conceit of riches, honour, vain; ein | 


ceping ſide of this world, and if he 5 
but into their ? | 


" 5 
11 
T 


' 
' 


: " 
: 4 
N 
* 


SH, of man to conſider ? Look into theſe 
| tom] of lovelineſs, fweetnefs, beauty, excellency, 2125 good - 
neſs, grace and niercy, that are in Chriſt; and ye 
don the whole world, and all the glory of it, even when it is 
come to the ſummer · oom ʒ and ye ſhall cry, Up with Chrift; 


4 


u 
da you, Net 
_ © was. As a fool carried back ts the ſea, fo doch the Lord's ſwiſt 


and put 
poor and cold and hung 
3 s ſhort · born pleaſures do to 
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ene loc of Chriff's ſweet and lovely eye, one kiſs of his faireſt 


| face, is worth ten thouſand worlds of fuch rottent tug, as the 
Fooliſh ſons of men ſer their hearts upon. 
your heart to the other ſide of things, and get it once free of 
theſe entanglements, 
bed, the grave, awſom judgment, 
in hell, w 
l Cent eve ant lory: But alas, why ſpeak Iof 
world. keaven an But , why | 
: . Et 


Oh Sv, Turn, turn 


conſid ity, death, the clay- 
* everlalt ing — 
price 


death would give as great a 
i and old} as all the 


might be 


theſe things, which have not entred into t 


depths without a bot- 


| then cry 


up with-Chrift's Father, up with eternity of glory. Sir, 
here is a great deal of leſs ſand in your glaſs, than when I 
v and your afternoon is nearer even- tide pow than it 


time, carry you and your life with wings to the grave: 


Fe car and drink, but time Randeth not ſtill; ye laugh, but 


your fleeth away ; ye ſleep,” but your hours are reckoned 

— O ho ſoon will time ſhut you out of the 
ry inns of this life ! and then what will 
you, but be as a ſnow- 
melted away, many years ſince, or worſe ? for the memo- 


ry of theſe pleaſures uſcth to fill the ſoul with bitternels. Time 
and experience will prove this to be true; and dying men, if 


they could ſpeak, could make this good. Lay no more on the 


-creatures, than they are able to carry-: Lay your ſoul and your 
weights upon God; make him your only, only beſt Beloved. 
Tour errand to this life is to make ſure an eternity of glory to 

1 _ ſoul, and to match 


| foul with Chrift ; your love, if 
were more than all the love of angels in one, is Chriſt's due: 


Othor . things worthy in themſelves, in reſpect of Chrift, are 
not worth a windleflraw, or a drink of water. I doubt 
not but in death ye will ſee all — — diſtinctly, and that 
then the world ſhall bear no more | 
cduhat then it ſhall conch and be contracted into nothing 
vas, O bleſſed conqueſt, 
1 know not what ye have, if ye want Chrift : Alas, how 
Poor is your gain, if the carth were all yours in free heritage, 


than it is worth, and 
; and ye 
, than ever he 


broader, and 
a2 to gain Chriſt? 


to loſe all things 


. 
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——_ 5 many ing at . 
and lie in the fields. I Tecommend ee ee Jour 
ſeeking, and your ſelf to the tender mercy and, rich gr 

our Lord. Remember my love in Cbriſt to IE 7 
fire her to learn to make her ſoul's anchor it upon Chrift 
himſelf : Few are ſaved; let her conſider, what j Jo the Tiles, 
tis of God in Criſt will be, and what the love · kiſſes of 1 
iſt, 8 and 2 welcome home to the new ſeruſalem 
ir, it's own mouth, will be to ber ſoul, w a den 
n 1 25 together the clay · tent of her body, and lay it by his 
nit band for a time, till the fair morning of the general reſur- 
viſt rection. I avouch before God, man and angel, that I have, 
re: not ſeen, nor can imagine a lover te be compantble to lovely 
but us; I would not exchange or niffer him with ten heavens: 
ned — could be without him, what could we there? 
the race be with, you. | 

. 1637. Tour Soul's eternal ell-miſher, S. * 
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mo- To CASSINGARRIE. 
ime WET * 
, if Much bonoured Sir, 


the Race, mer ad pence be 1 
G in writ 4 ou. I am you : ye have. — 25 
ved. —— on and his love and favour, more than ordinary 
y to profeſors, who ſcarce ſee Chrift with half an eye, becauſe their 
e, if If fight is taken up with the eying, and liking the beauty of this 
luc: WW over-gilded world, that promileth fair to all its loyers, but in 
the puſh of a trial, when need is, can give nothing but a fair 
beguile. I know ye are not ignorant, that men come not to 
this world, as ſome do to a market, to ſee and be ſeen; or as 
ſome come to behold a May-gamn ame, and only to behold, and to 
20 home again: Ye came hither to treat with God,and to tryſt 
with him in his Chrift, for — to pour ſoul, and to ſeek . 
reconciliafion with an a God, in a covenant of 
Race made to you in Chr! Nane more than ey "+ 


474 bn bords Epiſt. 147 
7 the play, that the greateſt part of the world 47 
r Heart unte: And therefore, Herti Si, I pray you by 
the ſal vat of your ſoul} and by the mercy-of God, and your 
mpearthct* before Chi, do this in ſad earneſt, and let not 
falyation be your by-work, or your holy-dayt task only, or a 
work by the way; for men think, that this may be done in tbret 
days ſpace on a ſeather- bed, hen death. and they are fallen in 
hands * armor and that with a word or two they ſhall make 
their ſouſ· matters right: Alas, this is to ſit looſe and -unture in 
the matters of bur ſalvation Fly the ſeeking of this world, 
and the glory of it, is But in odd and by-etrand; that we may 


Mr. Nr 


lip, fo being We male ſalvation fure; Oh when will men learn 


to be that hcavenly-wile, as to divorce from, and tree their 
ſont of alf Idol-lovers, and make Cbriſt the only, only One, 
and trim and make ready their lamps, while they have time 
> din ON How ſoon will this houſe gail, and the inns where 

poor foul lodgeth fall to the earth! ho oon will ſome 
few years paſs away, and then when tlte day is ended, and 
this life's leaſe expired, what ave men of world's gli, but 
dreams and thoughts? O how Victled a thing is it to labour 
for Chriſt, and to make him fare! Know: and try in time 
your —_ him, 'andthe rights and charters of heaven, 
and upon what terms ye have Chrift and the' Goſpel, and 
what Chriſt is worth in your eſtimation, ard how lightly ye 
eſteem of other things, and how dearly of Chriſt !' I am lure, 
If ye ſee him in his beauty and glory, ye ſhall fee him to bo 
all things, and that incomparable Jewel of gold, that ye 
ſhould ſock, howbeit ye ſhould fell, wadſet and forfeit your 
few years portions of this life's joys. O . for ever- 
more, who can rightly compare this life with that long-laſting 
life to come, and can balance the weighty glory of the one, 
with the light golden vanity of the other! The day of the 
Lord is now near-hand, and all men ſhall come out in their 
blacks and whites, as they are: There ſhall be 1io- borrowed 
lying colours in that day, when Chrift ſhall be called Chriffy 
and no longer nick-named; Now men borrow Chriſt and his 
white colour, and theluſtre and fairding of Chriſtianity ; but 
how many counterfeit masks will be burnt in the day of God, 
in the fire, that ſhall burn the earth and the works that are in 
; It ? And howheit Chriſt have the bardeſt part of it now, yet, 
in the preſence of my Lord, whom I ſerve in the ene 1 
would not niffer or exchange Chriſt's priſon, bonds and 
EF 
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and happy-like heavens of the men of this world. I am far 
from choughts of nting, becaule of my lofles and bonds 


for Chriſt. I wiſh all my adverſaries were as I am, except 
my bonds. Northy, worthy, worthy for evermore is Chrift, 
for whom we ſhould ſuffer pains like hell's pains, far more 
the ſhort hell that the ſaints of God have in this life. Sir, 
I wiſh your ſoul may be more acquainted with the ſweetneſs 
of Chrift. Grace, grace be with you. ' | 
F Maſter, S. R. 


Aberd. 1637. - Tours in bis only Lord and 
To his Pariſhioners at Anwoth. 


Dearly beloved is our Lord, © Sik Lok 
Race, mercy and peace from God our Father and from 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be multiplied upon you. I long 
exceedingly to hear of your on-going advancement in 
= journey to the Kingdom of God: My only joy out of 
en is, to hear that the ſeed of God ſown among you is 
growing and coming to an harveſt; for I ceaſed not, while 1 
was among you, in ſeaſon and out of feaſon (according to the 
meaſure of grace given unto me, to warn and ſtir up your 
Minds: And 1 am free from the blood of all men; ft — 
communicated to you the whole counſel of God. And I now 
again charge and warn you, in the great and dreadful Name, 
and in the ſovereign authority of the King of kings and Lord, 
of lords; and I beſeech you alſo by the mercies of God, and 
by the bowels of Chriſt, by your appearance before Chriſt ' 
eſus our Lord, by all the plagues that are written in God's 
k, by your part of the holy City, the new Feruſalem, that 
ye keep the truth of God, as I delivered it to you before ma- 
ny Witneſſes, in the ſight of God and his holy angels; for 
now the laſt days are come and coming, when many forſake 
Chriſt Jeſus, and he ſaith to you, Wilt ye alſo leave mne? Re- 
member that I forewarned you #> forbear the diſponour ing of 
the Lord's bleſſed Name, in ſwearing, blaſpheming, curſing, 
and the profaning of the Lord's Sabbath; willing you to give 
that day from morning to night fo præying, prazfing, hearing 
ef the word, cenferring, and ſpeaking not your own words, but 
God's words; thinking and meditating on God's nature; worth 
and works : And that every day at morning and at night (at 
leaſt) ye ſhould ſanBifie the Lord, by praying in your boufes, 
publickly in the hearin 1 that ye ſhould in any ſert for- 


bear the receiving of rds Supper, but after the meſes 'M 


1 


2 


— 


2 


""'Bpitt. 14% 


— 


l delivered it to you, according te the example of Chrift our 
| Lord ; that is, that ye ſhould fit as banqueters at one table 
with our King, and eat and drink, and divide the elements 
dne to another; the timber and ſtones of the Church-walls 
Mall bear witneſs, that my ſoul was refreſhed with the com- 
forts of God in that Supper: And that creſſing in baptiſm wat 
anlemful, and againſt Chriſt's ordinance ; and that no day 
(beſides the Sabbath, which is of his own appointment) ſhould 
be kept holy, and ſanctiſied with preaching and the publick 
workkip of God for the memory of Chriſt's birth, death, re- 
ſurrection and aſcenſiou 3 ſreing ſuch days ſo obſer ved are un- 
lawful, will- worſhip, and not warranted in Chriſt's word: 
And that every thing in God's worſbip, not warranted by Chrift s 
teſta ment and word, was unlawful : And alſo, that idolatry, 
worſhipping: of God: before hallowed creatures, and adoring of 
Chrift, by ineeling before bread and wine, was unlawful 75 * 
that ye ſhould be humble, ſober, modeſt, forbearing pride, enuy, 
alice, wrath, hatred, c:ntention, debate, lying, ſlandering, 
Sealing, and defrauding your neighbours in =p corn or cat- 
tie, in buying or ſellingg borrowing. or lending, taking. or giu- 
ing, in bargains or covenants : And that ye ſhould work with 
four own hands, and be content with that which God hath 
iven you : That ye ſhould ſtudy to know Gad and bi will, and 
in mind the doctrine of the Catechiſm, which 1 taught 
you karefully, and ſpeak of it in your bouſes and in the fields, 
wben ze lie domn at night, whey ye riſe in the morning: 
That ye ſhould believe in the Som of God, and obey by con- 
 mandments, and learn to make your accounts in time with your 
Judge; becauſe death and judgment are before you. And if 
ye have now penury and want of that word, which I. delive- 
red to you in abundance; yea (to God's honour I ſpeak it, 
without arrogating any thing to my ſelf, who am but a poor 
empty man) ye had as much of the word, in nine years while 
I was among you, as ſome others have had in many; . mourn 
for your loſs of time, and repent. My ſoul pitieth you, that 
you ſhould ſuck dry breaſts, and be put to draw at dry well. 
© that- ye would eſteem highly of the Lamb of God, your 
elbeloved Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe vertues and praiſes I preach: 
ad unto you with joy, and which he did countenance and ac- 
| company with ſome power; and that ye would call to mind 
l the many fair days and glorious feaſts in our Lord's houſe of 
wine; that ye and T have had with iy og ton Bur if there 
be any among you that tale liberty to fin, becauſe 1 am ram, 
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ed from amongſt Yon, and that word. 
Te beards turn the bo een into wantonneſs; I bere, 
under my band, in d 5 re of Chriſt my Lord, write to fuck 


ic eb t ; plagues Ged, and the curſes that ever 


acoetin the pulpit of nwoth againſt the children of as 
ebedience 5 And, às the Lord. liver: the Lord 1 eſus mall 


b | my fear the — and dreadful Name of the Lofd 3. 
x þ with me. 2 cotland's judgment ſleepeth not ; aw 
wry repent : The ſword of the Lord ſhall go from the North 
to the South, from the Faſt to the Veſt, and through all the 

corners of che land; and that ſword ſnall be drum with y 
blood amongſt the firſt: and I ſhall ſtand u a e 
you, if ye do not amend your ways an 258 cove a 
turn to the Lord with all your win I eech you alls; 
dearly beloved in the rer wy R A re. iny crown, offend not - 
at the ſufferings 5 of me, the Þ » eſus Chriſt 5 I ant 
filled with joy and with the Upon my ſals 
ion, I Kast And in am Pers it 45 for God" 8 wth)” a 
honour of my King and royal pride Jefu: Fr I bor fuffer! 
10d howbeit ' this town be my Chriſt hat 
made it 'my palace, a panes of 7 a nd Ind orchar 
of delights. J know tkewiſez a beit 7 be in bonds, that . 
the word of God js riot in bonds 5 my ſpirit alſo Is itt free 
ward. Sweet, {weet have bis comforts been to my ſol ; LY 
— tongue and heart have not words to expreſs he kind 
wh and 9 my Welbeloved to me, in this houfe of my 
1 e eg to fear and loye Chriſt, and 
2. a Douſs not made bands, but your, Fa Rouſe 
aboye. This lau ghing 2 wWhitatinned world egaileth = 
pou and if ye ſeek it more than God, it ſhall 1725 ou 3 rye 
endleſs ſore of your heart: Alas, cou make many 
of you fall i bye wich Chriſt, howbeit I endeavoured 
ipeak much 1. odd of him, and to commepd him to you (which 
4s it was you In, {6 it is my ſorrow) yet once again fulfer 
me ts exhort, beſeech and obteſt you in the Lord, to think of _ 


lively : I give yes, ch 15 word of x Kf mall not re 
Ye ate in 3 ight and 2 Mo, for et =, 


23 Ad ever; dae ou, fo pray, for the. - Grace 
ou. d Yrs PP Tour e 2 
e eee, ee 


0 

+ 

> a 
\ 


9 


good what I write unto you. Therefore, dedrly beloved, ful- 


ws loye, and to be delighted with him, who is rk | 


do not eat, 1 CAE „ but I pray for you all: intreat 
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Beſcech you in the Lord Jeſus, make every day more and 
more of Chriſt ; and try your growth in the grace of God, 
and what new ground ye win daily on corruption: for travel- 
lers are day by day either advancing farther on, and nearer 
home; or elſe they go not right about to compaſs their jours 
ney- I think ſtill the better and better of Chriſt: Alas, I 
kno not where to ſet him, I would ſo fain have him high! 1 
cannot {et heavens above heavens, till I were tired with num. 
bring, and ſet him upon the higheſt ſtep and ſtory of the higb- 


- the world, ſuppoſe my loſs, and pain, and ſhaine were ſet un- 
der the ſoles of his feet, that he might ſtand upon me. I re- 
queſt you faint not, becauſe this world and ye are at yea and 
24y, and becauſe this is not a home that laugheth upon you; 
the wiſe Lord, who knoweth you, will have it ſo, becauſe he 
caſteth a net for your love, to catch it and gather it in to him- 
ſelf: therefore bear patiently the loſs of children, and burdens, 
and other difcontentments, either within or without the houſe; 
Lord in them is ſeeking you, and ſeek ye him. Let none 

be your love and choice, and the flower of your delights, but 
your Lord Jeſus. Set not your heart upon the world, ſince 
God hath not made it your portion; for it will not fall you 
to get two portions, and to laugh twice, apd to be happy 
twice, and to havẽ an wpper heaven and an under heaven too: 
Chr:i8 our Lord and bis laints were not ſo; and therefore let 
80 your grip of this life, and of the good things of it. I hope 
Four -heaven groweth not hereaway. Learn daily both to 
poſſeſs and mils Chriſt, in his ſecret Bridegroom-ſmiles; he mull 
and come, becauſe his infinite wiſdom thinketh it beſt for 
Jou: We will be together one day; we ſhall not need to bor- 
row light from ſun, moon or candle; there ſſiall be no com- 
plaints on either ſide in heaven; there ſhall be none there, 
t he and we, the Bridegroom and the Bride: Devils, temp- 


- tations, trials, deſertions, loſſes, ſad hearts, pain and death 

mall be all put out of play; and the devil muſt give up i 
office of tempting. O bleſſed. is the ſoul, whoſe hope hath à face 
locking ſtraight out to that day! Ht is not our part to make 
2 deere here ;. any thing nds the covering of heaven We 
van, build upon, is but Ul ground, and a ſandy 8 — 
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Ever thing, except God, Fred can- 
2 * ; how, then can it bear the weig "= 
& 5. us not 15 load upon 2 gry. hy. * there b 1 
my weigbt, or found my neſs know, * 
all ereated power ſnould ſink — 22 1 Would lean down. 


upon it 3 and therefore it is better £0 apt ph God, than, —4 
or fall: And ive weak ſouls muſf have a bottom and a hed 
place, for we cannot ſtand our along ; let us then be wile in 
our choice, and chooſe and bp our own bleflegneſs, which is - 
td truſt in the Lord. Each one of us.hath a whore and idol, 
beſides our Husband, Cbrift ; But it is our folly 0 pine our, 
narrow and little loye;, I will not ſerve two? it is beſt then 
to hold it whole and together, and give it to Chriſt; for then 
ve get doũble intereſt for our love, when we lend it to, and; 
lay it out u Chriſt ; and we are ſure 
atinot' periſh. Now, I can {ay no more; remember me. I, 
have God's right to that — 4 howbeit by the re ole of 
men, Rrotges than I, Iam baniſhed from y u ped 2 
way. The Lord give you merq;; in the day « . 
de God clear my [> again; it there is {mall ap 
of my deliverance: But let him do with me what *. th — 4 
in by own ejes; I am his clay, let my Potter frame wg 
fiion me as he pleaſeth. -.Grace he with vou. 
Aberd. 16357. Tout law ful. and loving poſer, S. NK. 
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re let Race, mercy and peace be to you. I cn . in 
hope bonds, that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the better, 7 
th to no worls yea, inconceivably better than he is. or can be cal- / 
mull W led: I « it half an beaven,. to have my fill of the 1590 2 
ſt for WM his ſweet breath, and to feep in the arms % Chriſt m . 
0 bor- WM with his left-hand 1 under =" and hi rg LY bra 
com- ting me. I here is no great reckoning, to be - 
there, WW tbering ws my Rewer, * compariſon & the fra — 
temp” BW wrong fo Chriſt : Nay, * never the dem of Go lie u 
| death pon my branches a aga in, "us the py L from my E and 
leit wither, let the Almighty * candle, 

the Lord might be great among Gentiles, 5 bis 

livered:, Let Jens fare well, ff uppaſe 


Abe, Church 
ould eat aſhes: I know he 15 * 
* craſs is ſo Meer "I E pars of us 
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be. ſweet bimſe 
4 Tb: 


beſides, that the ſtodæ 
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Now the very God ot peace cſtabliſh you in Chri 


* Worthy Sir, 
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s alſo that 


is made of marble and ivory; his chains, that are 


priſoners of hope are perfumed with comforts, the like where- 


= of cannot be bred, or found in this fide of ſun and moon. Fol- 
lo on after his love, tire not of Chriſt ; but come in, and 
ſee his beauty and excellency, and feed your ſoul upon Chrif's - 
ſweetneſs. This world is not yours, neither would I have 
your heaven made of ſuch mettal as ire and clay. Ye have 


the choice and waile of all lovers in heaven or out of heaven, 
when ye have Chriſt, the only Delight of God his Father. 
Climb ” the mountain with joy, and taint not; for time will 
cut off the men who purſue Chr: c followers. Our beſt things 


| here have a worm in them; our joys beſides God, in the inner 


half, are but woes and ſorrows : Chriſt, Chriſt:is that which 
our love and deſires can ſleep ſweetly and re# ſafely upon. 


Help a 
with your prayers, and intreat that our Lord wind 


iis 
i be leaſed to viſit me with a fight of hy beauty in his Houſe, 
' . as he hath ſometimes done. Grace be with you. 


Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
— — ; — 4 ——— 
Jo the Laird of CALLY. 
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Race, mercy and peace be to you. I have been too long, 
\_J I confeſs, in writing to you. My ſute now to you in pa- 
per (ſince I have no acceis to ſpeak to you as formerly) ĩs, t 
ye would lay the foundation ſure in your youth : When ye be- 


in to ſeek Chriſt, try, I pray you, upon what terms ye co- 


venant to foll;:w him, and lay your accounts what it may cpſt 


you; thatfummer nor winter, nor well nor wo, may not cauſe 


you change your. Maſter, Chriſt. Keep fair to him, and be 
honeſt and faithful, that he find not a crack in you. Surely, 


ve are now in the throng of temptatien : When youth is come 


to its faireſt biopm, then the devil, and the JuS#s of a decei- 
-ving world, and ſin are upon horſeback, and follow with ap- 


ails. If this were not, Paul needed not th have written to 
. ſanctified and holy youth, Timothy, (a faithful preacher of 
- #he Goſpel) Flee the Iufts of youth. Give Chriſt your virgin- 

*Jove, - you cannot put your love and heart in a better hand. O 
0 reiben 5 


him, and ſav his beauty ! Your love, your liking, 
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Rutherfoord's © Epi 151. 
rhimſelf, to marry the * . lofſes, and reproach 
Mow him; for mercy followeth Chriſt's croſs. His priſon _ 
for beauty | 
laid on In, are golden chains; and the ſighs of the 
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your heaat, your deſires would cole with him, und cleave to 
him Love by nature, when it ſeeth, cannot but caſt out its 
— and ſtrength upon amiable objects, and good things, and 
ing love- worthy; and what fairer thing than Chriſt? O fair 
fun, and fair moon, and fair fars, and fair flowers, and fag 
| *, roſes, and fair lilies, and fair creatures: But O ten th 4 K 
3 [thouſand times fairer Lord Feſuws ! Alas, I wronged him in 
making the compariſon this way! O black ſun and aon, but 
O fair Lord Feſms! O buey flowers, and black lilies and roſes," 
but O fair, fair, ever fair Cord Feſms ! O all fair things, black 
and deformed without heaaty, when ye are beſide that faireſt 
Tord Feſus ! O black heaven, but O fair Chriſt ?- O black an- 
gels, but O ſurpaſſingly fair Tord Feſus ? I would ſeek no more 
to make me 1 for evermore, but a thorow and clear ſight Wal 
of the beauty of Jelus my Lord: Let my eyes enjoy his fair- W 
neſs, and ſtare him for ever in the face, and I have all that 
can be wiſhed. Get Chriſt rather than gold or filver; ſeek 
Chriſt, howbeit ye ſhould loſe. all things for him. They 
take their marks by the moon, and look aſquint, in looking to 
fair Chriſt, who reſolve for the world and their eaſe, and for Wi 
R. their bonouy and court and credit; or, for fear of liſſes and a 
— ſore skin, will turn their back upon Chrift and his truth. 'A- 
las, how-many blind eyes and ſquint-lookers look this day in- 
Scotland upon Chriſt's beauty, and they ſee a ſpot in Chriſt's 
fair face! Alas, are not worthy of Chriſt, who look this 
way upon him, and ſee no beauty in him why they ſhould de- 
fire him! God ſend me my fill of bis beauty, if it be poſſible Wl 
that my ſoul can be full of his beauty here: But much of 
Chriſt's beauty needeth not abate the eager appetite of a foul i 
(ſick of love for himſelf ) to ſee him in the other world, where 
he is ſeen as be 1. I am glad with all my heart, that ye have 
given your greeneſt morning-age'to this Lord Telus: Hold on, ii 
and weary not, faint not, reſolve upon ſuffering for-Chriſt ; I 
but fear not ten days tribulation; for Chriſt's fowre crols is 
ſugared with comforts, and hath a taſte of Chriſt himſelf. E 
eſteem it my glory, my jey and my crown, and I blels him for Bill 
this honour, to be yoked with Chriſt, and married with him 
an ſuffering, who therefore was born, and therefore came into 
the world that he might bear witneſs to the truth. Take BY 
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— above all things for ſalvation; for without a 79], 
. | Ing, ſweatiog, ling, Heaven is not taken. O hag I 
Py foul, that eroſſeth nature's ſtomach, and deli array 1 
your chat fair garland and . What a lols is 
di : 1 | | "i 


2 Mr. Ratherfo 
for you, to go through this wilderneſs, and 
's ſugared pleaſures ! What poorer is a ſoul to want pride, 
Juſt, love of the world, and the vanities of this vain and 
f world ? Nature hath yo cauſe to weep at the want of 

= is an eye. doc to a fair rent The very 


heaven, under troubles, is like wind and ſails to the ſoul, and 
Hke pings, when the feet come out of the ſnares, O! for 
. What ſtay we here? Up, up, after our Lord Jeſus; this is 
not our reſt, nor our dwelling :” What have we to do in this 


ime? Grace, grace be with you- © | 
.* Aberd- 16377. © © Jour foul's well-wiſher, and 
1 —. 


122 —— e — as — — | 
Dear Brther, | | 


1] ere your ter, which ame I have been long in an- 


nering pour letter, which came in good time to me. Tt 
im and hearty deſire, that my furnace, which is of the 


fy 
Amy 
indling, may ſparkle fire upon ſtenters-by; to the 


Lord's 


Halleth from Chriſt's feet, his old ragged clothes, his knotty 


and their time-caten pleaſures: I ſhould be a liar and falſe 
witnels, if I ſhould not Five my Lord- Jeſus a fair-teſtimonial, 
5 with my whole ſoul: My word, I know, will not heighten 
Bim; he needeth not ſuch props under his feet, to raiſe his 
+ glory high; But Oh that I could raiſe him the height of hea-- 
ven, — | | : 
mation of all his young lovers! For we have all ſhapen Chriſt 
dut foo narrow · and too ſhort, and formed conceptions of his 
Ries our conceit, very unworthy of it. Oh that men were 
#aker and catched with his beauty and fairneſs! They would 
ive over playing with idols, in which there is not half room 
For the loye of one ſoul to expatiate it ſelf; and man's love is 
Hut heart-bungred in gnawing upon bare · bones, and ſucking 
at dry hreaſts: It is well wared they want, who will not come 
to him, who hath a world of love and goodneſs and bounty for 
A. We ſeek to thaw our frozen hearts, at the cold ſmoke of 
- the ſhort-timed creature, and our ſouls gather neither heat nor 
Er, nor light; for thely annot give to us, what * 
* 4 2 — ** 0 * 2 2 Fog „ I G 
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toys as theſe. Eſteem it your gain to be an heir of glory; 
of 6 
Pine? except only to take meat and bouſe-room: in it, for 2 


 Obrift's priſoner, S. R. 


* of their hearts with God's love. Fhe very duſt that 


and black croſs; is ſweeter to me, than. kings golden crown, | 


the breadth and length of ten heavens, in the eſti - 


= 
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mann at Ye, DAG Ho. 1 
bu 


_ vel and doubtings'; Chriſt I hope, will take your deadneſs 


| and ſteam the blood, and cloſe-up the hole in the wound, with 


4 E T T E R 8. 
Ob chat we could thruſt in t 
* of baſtard-lovers, and be ravi 
— for We ſhould find fome fo footing and ſome room, 
ee for one e and will uls in our Lord. 
I wiſh it were in my power, after this day, to cry down all 
love but the love of Chrilt;-and to try down a ods bur 
Chriſt, all ſaviours but Chriſt, all welbelaveds but Chriſt, and 
all ſoul-ſuiters, alllove-beggers but Chriſt. Ye complain, that 


203 5 
theſe thorns | 
d and fick of 


8 ſound work of grace and loye. 18 | 


For anſwer, conſider for your ſatisfaction (till 
ſend more) Jab i. 3, 14. And as for your complaint of dead- } 
S 
and you They are bodies full of holes, running 
boils; and broken bones that noed mending, that Chriſt the 
Phyſcian taketh up; whole veſſels abe not for the r 
ChriſÞs art: Publicans, ſinners," "whores, harlots, are ready 
market · wares tos Chriſt : The only thing that will bring ſin- 
ners within a eaſt of Cbriſts drawing arm, is that which e 
write of, ſome feeling of death and fin, that bringeth nl ; 
complaints; and therefore out of ſenſe complain more, and be 
more acquaint with all the cramps, ſritches;andTfoyl-ſwoonings. 
that trouble you: Ihe more pain, and the more geht · wat 


till Chriſt. were ſent for, and cried for in alt haſte, to come 


his own hand and balm, were a very good diſeaſe, when ma- 
ny are dying of a whole-beart. We have all too little of hell- 
EE Nay, God ſend me ſuch à hell, as i 

hriſt hath promiſed to make a heaven out of. Alas, I amr il 
not come that far on in the way, as to lay in ſad cartict; Lord Wh 
Jeſu, great and ſovereign Phyſician, here is 4 pained pa- 
tient for thee. But the thing that we miſtake is the want of 


vitory ; we bold that to be the mark of one that hath no 1M 


grace: Nay, I ſay, the want of fighting, were a mark of no 
2 5 fans the want of victory is ſuch a mark. 
my fire and the devil's water make crackling, like thunder 

13 I am the leſs feared; for where there is ſire, it iu 


that I la V and bind upon bim, to in the 
coal, bo. gn. pray the Facher nt wy faich fil no, | Lin the | 


mean time . an wreſtling,and doing, and fighting, a UL i 


For prayer pot Paul's devil 2 prick 2 the fle 

and the meſſenger of Satay] to the door, at 2 

Lord will have Ta 4 IA 
4 


* 
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ng, and the mo feavers, the better; a ſoul bleeding to death, I : | 


r himſelf, by God's help, God # Naas, and 
e the tie ply + And ye do well, — 1-2 we i the 
ure, but to try if it.beiſo 3 for there is greas 
12 re, that we have grace, and try ing if we 
276 races pet mer may be u, but the latter il good; 
c axe but in trying our free-holding of Christ, and 
2 king lure 257 of Chriſt. Holy fear is a ſearching the camp; 
Fit ere be no enemy vious our boſom to betray us, and 2 
Reg that all be faſf and { ure a For; 1 ſee mnany-leaking wel- 
ir before the Pin, and profeſſors who take their con- 
5 ion upon truſt, and they go on ſecurely, and ſee nut the 
1 unter- water, till a ſtorm ſink them: Each man had need twice 
85 ay, and d pfiner, to be riped and ſearched with candles, Pray 
F. me, that the Lord would give me houſe- rom — Hold 
a candle to this dark wd. Gract, grace be 
BL ail 163 7. Tours in his ſweet Lord and Maſter, 5 8. K. 
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y Race, mercy and pesee be to you Lam glad that ever ye 

did caſt your love on Chriſt; faſten — and mwre love 
everyday upon him. OF I had a river of love, 2 ſoa of love, 
that would neyer go dry, to beſtow upon him! But: alis the 
. ? Chriſt, hath beauty for me, but I have nat love for him. 
hat paiy is it, to ſee Chriſt in his beauty, and then to 
255 e But I ſee, want we muſt, tilt 


Chriſt lend us, never to be again. O that be would emp- 
y theſe vaults and 2 of. theſe 1 Poor ſouls, of theſe 
ard and baſe loyers, w we follow FAnd verily, I fee 


5 5 bject 1 in heaven ot in —— that I could ware this much of 


ye upon, that I have, but upon Chriſt. Alas ! that vlay and 


imme, and ſhadows runaway with our loye, which is ill ſpent 
2 any but upon Chriſt: Each fool at the day of judgment 


ek back his love from the creatures, when he ſhall ſee 

em all in a fair Hons but they ſhall prove irreſponſal debtors: 
therefore tis belt here, we Jook i ere we leap, and look ere 

ye loye. I find now under his croßs, chat 1 woutd tain give 
r re chan 1 have to 
859 Wer 7 e bim np heart ROS givebimir z xn 
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to be more homely with my ſoul's love, and to come in to my 
foul; and take his on! Bur when he goeth away and hidetn 
himſelf; all is to me that I had of Chr:/?, as if it had fallen in | 
the ſea· bottom. Oh that? I ſhould be ſo fickle in my love, as 
to love Chriſt only by the eyes and the poſe ! that is, to love 
kim only in as far, as fond and fooliſn ſenſe carrieth me, and 
to mores And when I ſee not, and ſmell not, and touch nok, 
then I have all to- ſeek, I cannot love parquier, nor re joĩcs 
quier But this is our weakneſs, till we be at home, and 
thall have aged mens ſtomachs to bear Chri/#'s.love. Pray tor 
me, that our Lord would bring me back to you, with a new 
ue of Chr. I forget nor yau- | Graces grach 
with era 7 F 


4 21 4.7 / 

Aberd. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Fe ſis, S. R. 
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8 E are Neartily welcome to that honour, that Chriſt bath 
Y made common to u both, which is to ſuffer for hu 

Name. Verily, I think it my garland and crown; and if the 

6 Lord ſhould ask of me my blood and life for this eauſe, 1 

e would gladly, in his ſtrength, pay due debt to Chriff*s honour 

& and glory, in that kind. Acquaint your ſelf with Chris love, 

he ind ye ſhall not miſs to find new golden mines and treaſures in 

m. 

to 

it 


1 ͤ v 


Cbriſt: Nay truly, we but ſtand beſide Chriſt, we go not in 
to him, to take our fill of him. But if he ſhould do two thing 

1. Draw the eurtains, and make bare his holy face; A 

„- I then, 2. Clear our dim and bleired eyes, to tec his beauty 
eſe ud glory, he ſhould find — lovers. I would ſeek no mort 

ſee — but a ſight of him ſo near-hand, as to ſee, hear, ſmell, 
1of nd touch, and embrace him: But Oh, cloſed doors, ane 
nd. ails, and curtains, and thick clouds hold me in pain, while 
ent [Wind the ſweet burning of his love, that many waters canrot * 
ent quench | O-what ſad hours have I, when I think, that love of 

fee I &rift ſcarreth at me, and bloweth by me! If my Lord Jef 


yrs: I vould come to bargaining for hisYove, I think, he ſhould = 
ere = price himſelf ;* 7 ſhould not refuſe ten thouſand years in 


el, to have a wide ſoul) enlarged and made wider, that 
might be exceedingly even · to the running over] filled With 
tis love. O what am 7 to love ſuch an One, or fo be loved by 
that high and lofty One! I think the angels may bluſh'to ho 
pon him; and what am I to file fuch infinite br2ghtneſs wit 
M ſinful eyes? O that Chrift would come near, and ſtand Rl. ; 
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Hole in the door, and fee my deareſt and faire Lord's face. 0 
reat King, why ſlandeſt thow gloof wi remaineſt thou 


mult ſee him, I dow not want him. Hunger and longing. for 
_ © colt me what it will, I cannot but aſſure Chrift, I will not, I 
love; nay, hell | as I now think] and all the pains in it laid 


He that will come, is not ſlack of his promiſe: Wait on jor 


he ſhall lole nothing of you in the furnace, but droſs : Com- 
mit your cauſe in meeknels (forgiving your oppreſſers) to God, 


— 


Epiſt. 154; 
and give me leave to Jook upon him! For tto Took: — 
R ivilege, ſince be may, for nothing, and without 
hire, behold the Sun. I ſhould have a king's: Hife, if I had 
vo other thing to do, but for eyermore to behold and exe my 


Fair Lord Jeſus: Nay, ſuppoſe I were holden out at heayen's 


fair entry, I ſhould be heppy for evermare,, to lock through an 


ond the mountains? QWelbeloved, why deſt thou pain 4 
poor ſoul with delays ? A long time out of thy glorious pre - 
lence is two deaths and two hells to me; we meet, J 


Chriſt, bath brought on ſuch a neceſſity of enjoying Chriſt, that, 


dow not want him: Nor I cannot maſter or command Chriffy 


on me alone, would not put me from loving: Yea, ſuppoſe 
my Lord Jeſus would not loye-me; it is above n ftrength or 
power, to keep back or impriſon che weak loye 7 have, but it 


OY DV horny tA to = om. 


\ muſt be out to-Cbrift : I would ſet heaven's joy aſide, and live th 
upon Chriſt's love its alone; let me have no joy, but the | *© 


warmneſs and fire of God's love, I ſeek no other, God know- I 2? 


eth; if this love be taken from me, the bottom is fallen outof I 0: 


all ny bappineſs and jey; and therefore I believe Chrift wall on 
never do me that much harm, as to bereave a foor-priſonerof if be 
his love; it were cruelty to take it from me: And he who is 
kindneſs. it ſelf, cannot be cruel. Dear brother, weary not 
of my ſweet Maſter's chains; we are ſo much the ſibber to 
Chriſt, that we ſuffer : Lodge not a hard thought of my royal 
King; rejoice in his croſs. Your deliverance- ſleepeth not, 


God's timeous ſalyation; ask not when, or how long? I hope, 


d your ſentence ſhall come back from him laughing. Our 
Bridegroom's day is poſting faſt on; and this world, that ſeem- 
eth to go with a long and a ſhort foot, ſhall be put in two 
ranks: Wait till your ten days be ended, and hope for the W 
crown; Chriſt will not give you a blind in the end. Com. 
mend me to your wife and father, and to Baillie M. A. and 
ſend this letter to Him. The prayers of Cbriſt's priſoner bei,” 
upon you, and the Lord's preſence accompany you. 
Aberd. July 6. 1633. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſis, 1 
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Race, 11 peace be to you: you in the 

— 2 Land es, make faſt and ſure pork of life eternal: Sow Wl 
0 not rotten ſeed; every man's work will ſpeak for it ſelf, what 
0# his ſeed hath been. O how many ſee I, ho ſow to the feſt'® WM 
As, what a crop will that be, when the Lord ſhall put in 
_ his hook to reap this world, that is Tipe and white for judg- 
* ment? I recommend to you holineſs and ſan&ification, and [ 
vat; hat you keep your ſelf clean from this preſent evil world. 

7 | Ve delight to tell our own dreams, and to flatter our own 
577 ſleſh with the ho n for us to be free, 
laid I plain, honeſt mo ſharp with our own Fouls, and to charge 
po them to brew better, that they may drink well, and fare 


well, when time is melted away like ſnow in a hot ſummer. 
O how hard à thing is it, to get the foul to give up with all 
things on this ſide of death and doomſday! We ſay,” We are 
removing and going from this world; but our heart ſtirreth 
not one foot off -its ſeat. Alas! I ſee few heavenly-mirded - 
ſouls, that have nothing upon the earth, but their _ of 
clay going up and dbwn this earth, becauſe the ir ſoul and the 
powers of it are up in heaven, and there their hearts live, 
deſire, enjoy, rejdyces Oh! mens ſ6uls have no wings, ane 
therefore night and day they keep their neſt, and are not ac. . 
quaint with: Chriſt. Sir, Take you to your one * 
Chriſt, that ye may be acquainted with the taſte of his ſweet - 
rels and excellency, and charge your love not to dote upon this 
Id; for it will not do your buſineſs in that day, when 
rothing will come in good ſtead to you, but God's favour : 
Build upon Chriſt ſome good, choice and faſt work; for when 
you ſoul for many years bath taken the play, and hath poſted, 
and wandred through the creatures,” ye will eome home again 
wth the Wind: They are not good, at leaſt not the ſouPs 
200d; it is the infinite God-head that muſt allay the ſharps 
your hunger after happineſs; otherwiſe there ſhall ſtill be 
want of ſatisfaction to your deſires: And if he would caſt in 
den worlds in your deſires, all ſhall fall through, and your 

ul ſhall ſtill cry red hunger, black hunger: But I am ſure, 
ere is ſufficient for your in Chriſt, if ye had ſeven ſgiils 

en deſires in you. Oh if I could make my Lord Jeſus 

tet ſweet, lovely, deſirable, and fair to all the * 
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7 - Worthy Sir, #35 - ky 2 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: The Lord hath brought I ten 
LF me {afe to this ſtrange town; bleſſed be his holy name But 
1 and his croſs eaſie and light, and I hope he ſhall be with bis tong 
poor ſold Foſeph, who is eparated from his brethren : Hef celle 
comforts have abounde towards me, as if Chriſt thought 
ſhame [if I may ſpeak ſo] to be in the common of ſuch 2 poot 
man as I am, and would not have me loſe any thing in bs 
errands. My enemies have, beſide their intention, made me 
more bleſſed, and haye put me ina ſweeter poſſeſſion of Chriſt 
than ever I had before: only the memory of the fair days, | 


- beet. my Welbeloved, amongſt the flock intruſted to me 


5 h me low, and ſowreth my unſeen joy; but it mult be 
do, and he is wile, who tutoreth me this way: For that whicliiſkeen 
my brethren have, and I want, and others of this wo 


have 


1 
a 
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„ Epiſt. 157. A 289 
. ve, I ava co my fai fi my ha ineſs : 
56 __ of: ndeth,” chat his father giveth him not hire! eig 
o ſet a year; for he is to abide in the houſe, hen the inheritance 

eet · is to be divided: it is better God's children live upon 

few: than upon hire. Thus, remembring my love to your worthy 

) for and kind wife; I bleſs you and her, and all yours, in the 
id 2- Lord's Name. 1 Be 2 


Ace Aberd. Sept. 20. Wurs in his only 
there | 102% 3s, Tord Feſa, 8. K. 
at no | — — ——ů — — 6 
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ubs To William. Clendining, Bailie ef Kirkcudbright, 


ff bis Worthy Sir, 1 a 
U the Race, mercy and peace be to vou: I am well, honour be 
more to God, and as well as a rejoycing priſoner of Chriſt 
o Jay I can be, hoping that one day he, for whom I now ſuffer, ſhall 
by fo enlarge me, and put me above the threatnings of men. I 
ng for am lometimes ſad, heayy and caſten down, at the memory of 
n ! I] the fair days I had with Chriſt, in Auwoth, Kirkcudbright, ge. 
d faſt The remembrance of a feaſt encrealeth hunger in a hungry 
no to man; but, who knoweth, but our Lord will yet cover a table in 
the wilderneſs to his hungry bairns, and build the old waſte 
me his I places in Scotland, and bring home Zion's captives ? I deſire 
to feed I to ſee no more. glorious fight, till I fee the Lamb on his 
Throne, than to lee mount Zion all green with graſs, and the 
R. ew lying upon the tops of the graſs, and the crown put 1 
upon Chriſt's head in Scosland again: And I believe it hat Ws 
cith. I be ſo, and that Chriſt ſhall mow. down his enemies, and fil! ũ ¼3 
de pits with their dead bodies. I find people here dry and 
uncouth : A man pointed at for ſuffering, dare not be coun- 
rought Wtrnanced ; ſo that i am like to fit mine alone upon the ground: 
y name But my Lord payeth me well home again; for I have neither 
vith hi tongue, nor pen, nor heart to exprets the ſweetneſs and ex- 
n: Hegg cellency of = love of Chriſt. Chriſt's hony-combs drop 
bony, and floods of conſolation: upon my ſoul; my chairs _ | 
are gold: Chriſt's croſs is all overgilded and perfumed ; his 4, 
priſon is the garden and orchard of my delights : I avould / 
neo through burning-quick to my-loyely Chriſt ; I flee i 
bis arms all the night, and my head betwixt his breaſts; my 
Welbeloved is altogether lovely: This is all nothing, to that 4 
wWach my ſoul hath felt. Let no man, for my cauſe, ſear 4... 1M 
MCbrid's crols : If my ſtipend; place, country, credit, had! 
been an earldom, 3 E kingdoms,- and a whole 5 
*.. . * | earth > # | 


, 
*. 


—— —— — — 


ud; ell were des Herle for the cromn and ſcefitie of my 


Aer Mine enemies, mine enemies have made nie 


eſſed: They have ſent me to the Bridegroom's chamber; 


ve is his banner over me: I live a king's life; I want no- 
thing but heaven, and the poſfeſſion of the crown : My earneſt 
is great, Chriſt is no n:ggard to me. Dear Brother, be for 
the Lord Jeſus and his heart-broken Bride. I need not (1 
bope) remember my diſtreſſed Brother to your care. Re- 
member ny love to your ſe, let Chriſt want nothing of 
us: His garments ſhall be roſted ir the blood of the ſlain of 
82 Grace, grace be with you. Pray for Chriſt's pri- 
ner. ; Ty 4 x 
Aberd. Sept. 21. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſis, S. R. 
— — — ——— — — — — 
T ROBERT GORDON of Kncockbrez. 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am by God's mercy 
» me now to Maas, the place of my confinement, 
and ſettled in an honeſt man's houſe : I find the town's-men 
Fold, general, and dry in their kindneſs; yet I find a lodging 
in the heart of many ſtrangers. My challenges are revived a. 


gain, and I find old ſores are bleeding. of new; ſo dangerous 


and painful is an «ndercotted conſcience ; yet Lhave an eye 
to the bloqd, that is phyſick for ſuch ſores: But verily, I ſee 
Chriftiamity is conceived to be more eaſte and lighter than it 
is; fo that I ſometimes think, I never Khew any thing, but 
the letters of that name; for our nature contenteth it {el 
with little in ineſs. Our Lord, Lord, ſeemeth to us, ten 
Tord Lords : little holineſs in our - balance is much, becauſe it 
is our own holineſs; and we love to lay ſmall burdens upon 

our ſoft natures, and to make a fair court-way to heaven: 
And I know it were neceflary to take more pains than we do, 
and not to make heaven a city more eaſily taken than God 
bath made it: I perſwade my ſelf, many runners ſhall com 
ſhort and get a diſappointment. Oh! how eaſie is it to de. 


1 '  eeive our ſelves, and to ſleep, and wiſtethat heaven may fil 
| down in our laps ! Yet, for all my Lord's glooms, I find hin} 


ſweet, gracious, loving, kind: and I want both pen and words 
* to ſet forth the fairneſs, beauty and ſweetneſs of Chriſt's love, 
And the honour of this croſs of Chriſt, which is glorious to me 
* though the world thinketh-ſhame thereof: I verily think, that 
the ccols of Chrid would hluſn and think ſhame of theſe * 
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Ppiſt. 130. EETT ERS. 4297 
ud worldlings, who are ſo married to_theic credit, tar 
me || they area of the ſufferings of Chriſt. O the honour, 
er: || to be ſcourged, ſtoned with Chriſt, 2nd to go $hrouyh a. > 
no | furicus-faced death to life eternal! But men would have /ew- 
neſt © berrems againſt ChrilFs croſs. Now, my dear Brother, for- 


et not the priſoner of Chriſt; for I ſee very few here, who 
or odly fear God. Grace be with yon. Let my love in Chriſt 
Ro. | and bearty affection be remembred to your kind wife, and 


> || to your brother John, and to all friends. The Lord Jelus , 
* be with your ſpirit. PI _ | 


. Aberd. Sept. 20. Wurs in his only, only 
or o Lord Feſus, S. R. 
. R. — 4 —— — a — — 

T0 E ARLSTOUN Tounger. 


Much honoured Sir, | 72 

Race, mercy, and peace be to you: I am well, Chriſt 

triumpheth in me, bleſſed be his Name: Thave all things, 
burden no man: I ſee, this earth and the fulneſs thereof is 
my Father's : Sweet, ſweet is the crols of my Lord. The 
blefing of God upon the croſs of my Lord Jeſus. My ene- 
mies have contributed (beſide their deſign)to make me bleſſed. 
This is my palace, not my prifon ; eſpecially, when my Lord 
ſhineth and ſmileth upon his poor afflicted and fold Foſeph, 
who is ſeparated from his Wal : but often he hideth him - 
ſelf, and there is a day of Law, and a court of challenges with- 
inme; I know not, if fenced in God's Name, but Oh my ne- 
glets! Oh my unſeen guiltineſs ! I imagined, that a ſuffe- 
rer for Chriſt kept the keys of Chriſt's treaſure, and might” 
take out his worbfut of comforts, when he pleaſed ; but I 
ſee, a ſufferer and witnefs will be holden at the door, as well 
as another poor ſinner, and glad to eat with the Bazrns, and to 
take the y- board. T his croſs hath let me ſee, that heaven is | 
not at the next door, and that it is a caſtle not ſoon taken: 
Iſee alſo, it is neither pain nor art, to play the hypocrite. 
We have all learned to fell our ſelves for double price, and to 
make the people, who call ten twenty, and twenty an hundred, 
in] eſteem us balf-gods, or men fallen out of the clouds: But oh 

| Sncerity, fincerity, if 1 knew what ſincerity meaneth. Sir, 
lay the foundation thus, and ye ſhall not ſoon ſhrink, nor be 
taken: make tight work at the bottom, and your ſhips ſnall . 
ride againſt all ſtorms, if withal your xS wa 6: faſtned upon 


good ground, I mean wixhin che Vail j and verily I think this 
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292 Mt. Rutbeefoord's: Hpit. iGo; 
dreams, 


| 1 | 5 is Ab, en Chriſt e All other things are 3 
; A 


fancies, and nothing, Sir, remember my love to your = berg 
I pray for mercy A grace to her: Lin & gd 
ward heaven: As 1 preaniſed to write, 1K ow tt W. aA hoy 
thing in my Lord's ſervice; Chriſt will not he in ſuch a poor; 
man's common as mine. Gr axe, grace be WY Fane E 0 

Aberd. Sept. 22. 1637. Durs in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 


3 


1 77 To 10 H N GORDON. 


Worthy and dear Brother, | . 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I have been tao long 
in writ irg to you, but multitude ot letters taketh much 

time from me. I bieſs his great Name, whom l ſerve in the 
ſpirit; if it came to voting amongſt angels and men, how er- 
cellent and ſweet Chriſt is, even in his reproaches and in his 
eroſs, I cannot but vate with the firſt, that all that is in him, 
both croſs and crown, kiſſes and glooms, embracements and 
frownings and ſtrokes are {weet and glorious. - God fend me 
no more happineſs in heaven, or out of heaven, but Chriſt: 
For 7 hind this world,when I have looked upon it on beth ſides, 


within and without, and when I have ſeen even the laughing; 


and lovely- like fide of it, to be but a fool's idol, a clay- priſon 
Lord, let it not be the neſt that my hope buildeth in- I hate 
now cauſe to judge my part of this earth not worth a blaſt of 
ſmoke, or a mouthful of brows: hread. - I' wiſkany hope 
may take a running-leap, and skip over time's pleaſures, fins 


| 22 and gold - foile, this yain earth, and reſt uon my 


rd. O how great is our night darkneſs in this wilderneſs 
To have any conceit at all of this world, is, as a man would 
cloſe his handful of water, and, holding his hand in the river, 
ſay, all the water of the flood is his, as if it were indeed all 
within the compaſs of his hand: Who would not laugh at the 
thoughts of ſuch a crack-brain? Verily they have but an 
handful of water, and are but like a. child elaſpingchis two 
hands about a night-ſhadow, wha idolize any created hope, 
but God. I now lightly, and put the price of a dream, or 


fable, or black nothing, — all e N 
One, my ra | | 3 | 


deſirable and love-worthy 
wow be Azthing (for nothing was their {eed and mother) and 
let God, he all things. My very dear Brother, know, ye are 
as near Heaven, as ye are far from your (elf, and far from the 


ore ofa bewitcþing and whoriſh world? For this. world, ip 
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{gain and glory, A Ide the great and” notable 

whore, that all the ſons of men have been tn. fl Ee U 

withal theſe 300 Years 7" the children, that they 

ten With this © uncouth "and Hluftful Jover, are bit Vanity, 

dreams; gold-imaginations' and *night-thoughts : For there 18 

no good g round here, under the < covering ol heaven, ſor 1 

poor 0 101 ſouls, to ſet down their foot He wha. 

0 G 1 that One whom they term Je ſu t worth 

781 even if Thad given away all 

destes don ſoul,, and my ſelf fat ſweet Jeſus. hy, Lord? 
let the claim be cancelled; that the creatures have to 1 
except that claim my Lord Jeb oe ;O the that he o 
czim poor me, my filly, light and wortBleſs' ons O that! 

1 purſue his claim to the utmoſt Peine 8 not want me 

ei- For it is my pain; and remedileſs fortow to want him. 1 ſg 

his ching in this He, but funkt, and mires, and dr eams, 478 

him, Wl guiling ditches, and 1's 1 for us to pull Fo | 
and Wl tally perfivaded of Chriſt er in, Scitland, 15 » je 

ame Wi this land be not yet ripe pe adn for merc 1 dare 
riſt: Wl be bolfer (upon my ſalyation) with | the loſſes e e the Ct ureh of 
Setldnd, that her foes afternoon ſhall fing dole and 4 for 

eyermore, and that her joy ſhall once one again be cr be cried u 

ter” sky ſhall elear: but venge 9 l dee 

ter adverfaries, and the ER. this land. | Oh that Ea 5 

wuld be awakned to prayers and humiliation! Then ſhould, 

our Sun ſhine like ſeven / in the heaven,. . hes ſhould the 

Temple of Chriſt be builded upon the mountain tops, and the 

ad from cob to coaſt ſhould be be filled with the 77 7 the 

Lord. Brother, Your day-task is wearing ſnort, your hour- 

fas of this ſpan:length and hand-breadth of. life will quickly 

uk; and therefore take order and courſe te N be- 
wixt you and Chriſt, before it 25 to open 

are no quarters to be kad of Ch Chri Win open FD pony mey ber, 

Je ſee your threed wearing ſhort, an bat thee Fe 370 not wat 

1 = to the dee gy =; t . le not 
r me his oner, that it wo pleaſe the | 

me again 8 you with abundance” of the Log 

| grace be with You — 
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2 Mer. Ratherfoord's: Fpift. 161, 162. 
.Ta M. HU GH MACKAIL, 0 
2 eber and dear Brother, | 
Thank you for hep * 2 canot wa 

as I never expected any t om t much 
2nd kindneſs ; ſo he erg ld be fd ie in the 2 
wy pilgrimage : And helieve me, Brother, I give it to you 


white fide of Chriſt's croſs, and 5 it n_ take up p handſomly 


ih faith and courage, Hall find it e bag are 
8 FER or wits to a bird. TRT Cord bs 
cha 


and conflation. Like a fool, ence I would chide and 
lead with Chriſt, and ſlander bing to ethers of unkindneis: 
t truſt in God, not to call his glooms unkind again; for 
: Kath taken from me my ſackcloth: and I yerily cannot tell 
Jou, what a poor Foſeph and priſoner (with whom my mo- 
ther's children were angry) doth mw think of kind Chriſt, 
1 will chide no more, providing he will quit me all by-gones; 
2 Sou pos _ Jam taught.in 
Fe, de of Ct hr ĩſt, and to put him in between me and the ſtorm: 
rank God 1 wsd ena ane ſide of the brae. I write 
ir, that ye may ſpeak in my behalf, the praiſes of my Lord to 
others, that my bonds may preach. O if all Scotland knew 
the feaſts and love-blinks, and Viſits, that the Prelates have 
ſent me unto! I will verily give my Lord Jeſus a · free dis- 
Farbe of all, that I, like a fool, laid to his charge, and beg 
bim pardon to the tad... God. rant, that, in my tempta. 
tions, I come not on his wrong-ſide again, and never again fal 
2 raving againſt my Phykicias.” in my fever. brother, 
plead with your Mother, while ye have time: A pulpit 
would be a high feaſt to me; but 1 dare not ſay one word a- 
gainſt Hm, who hath done it: Lam not out of the Houle as 
yet; my-ſweet Maſter” ſaith, I ſhall have houſe-room at his 
own elbow, albeit their G e will need force to caſt me 
out. A letter were a work Toe to me, Grace be with 
Ts Pray for we. 


2 your . Las health of # body, ha 
fr deer to wy ou 1 find my por” 
Word; 


ut ſhew you, that 


under mine own hand-writ, that, whoſo looketh to the 


over-gil-. 
Fa black tis tree, and hath perfumed it, and oiled it, win 


this ill weather, to go on the 


Aberd. Noveinb. 22. War Brother and Chriſt's 
2 2 0836: 2 £9 BY 3 S. R.. 
ä — | 
— Bear! Brother, 


Ss » anti a. © wm = J 


Foil 1 


* 
— as 32 


word ; 1'w?l be with bis Is Nate di od to me 14 
He heareth the Onerr. Brother, I am coms | 9 


Ae . — The world knoweth not 


forted in, my xo 
: 4 ayer y to them: We have the fury fideo 


our life, it is a myſter 
the world, and our paradiſe is far above theirs; 


yea, our 
ing above their jaughing, which is but like the crac 


thorns: under a and therefore we have good ca 
feht it out, for the d. of our Laureation is ap = 
find Priſon the. weeteſt Place, that ever I was in: 


Lord Jeſus i is kind to me, and hath taken the mask off his fa 
and is Sorry eo quit me all by ones; 1 dare not _ 
K Wal bs. fot my Klence, lay it before Chriſt; 

be a. ſpeaking filence * He, 100 knoweth AG 
Fnbwett that my foul defireth no more, but that Kin 
may” be great 1 1 the north of Scotland, in the ſouth, King Jet inthe 
eaſt 2 | weſt, through my ſuFerings for freccom of my 
Lord's s Fouſe and kingdom. If I could keep good quarters in 
time to come with Chriſt, I would fear . ED 1 


haye ee, Alen Lender what ſick 7 days Fa 
for his abſence,” who is now come. I find Chriſt dow not be 
long unkind; our Joſeph's bowels yern within him, he cannef 
ſmother love long, it muſt break out at length. Praiſe, prafte | 
with me, Brother, and deſire my acquaintance to help — ED 
dare not conceal his love fo my ſoul, I wiſh you all a pa 

my feaſt, that my Lord Jeſus may be honoured : I iy 7 
not to hide Chrilt's bounty to me, when ye meet with M 
as know Chriſt. + Ye wrtte nothing to me, what are the eruel 
mercies of the prelates toward me: The miniſters of this 
town, as I hear, intend that I ſhall be mare ſtrictly canfined, - 
& elſe tranſported, becauſe they find ſome people affect Ll | 

be with you. , 
Aberd. Nov. 21. 1627. | Tours du the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


nN FLEMING 2dlic bale if let 


P1298 
1 very worthy Friend, | 7 
Ric, mercy, 57 eace be to EY I recetjed arge: 
re ble throug 1 Jeſus Chriſt, 
wor w/c 9 7 10.1 Lois choſen ls 7 the far 
race rd N | 22 xci. 8 I will 'be wit him im 


1 — 


rer the Prelates. to 240 "hls pes cruelty 
90 my er ufferings (for it is gentle to them) to inhibite 
5 E miniſters of the town to gie me the liberty of 4 pulpit 
Lad, What aileth Chriſt at my ſervice? But I was a "> po 
| hath chid himelt Friends with me; If ye and others of God's 
children ſhal]l prailghis great Name, who n 50 orthleſs 
1 men witneſlcs 55 him, my ſilence 21 ſufferi preach 
worre than my tongue could do; if his glory b 1 ring L 
am fatishcd 3 for 1 want no kindneſs of Chriſt: And, Sir, I 
dare not {mother bis liberality : Lwrite it to you, that ye may 
prate ind deſire your brother and others to jein with me in 
| this work. This lad ſhall be made deſolate; our iniquities 
are full: The Lord ſaith, we ſhall drink and ſpue and fall. 
1 Remember my love to your good kind wi S. Grace be 
ui you, _ 

Herd. Nov. Ele 1636. Tus in bis ſpert. Lord 4 S. * 
Dj — 

Eo. 7. EAR L STOUN Ender. 3 
| bolts 5 1 oy 

1 Rey. Ni. 11. And they overcame the drogen by the blood of 
me Lamb, and the word of their Py } : and AE loved 
| not theirlives unto the death, © 


| ' Much rf Sir, 85 

| Race, mercy and peace be to you : I Foo ao hs * 
Paper, and to be refreſhed by you, I cannot but de- 

fire you, and dcharge you to help me to praiſe him, who feed- 
bee priſoner with the fe 5 "ot His e O how 

1 LN eighty is his love O but there is much telling in Chriſt's 
s.! The Amen, the faithful and true Witnels hath er 
me my, hundred fald, well told, and one to the hund 
* complained of hs but he is owing me nothing now. 955 
1 8 ou c 23 me to praiſe his goodnels,.and to proclaim 
to others my. Bridegr I induc, whole love is better than 
Pine, I took up — ainſt Chriſt my Lord ; and 
is is * death, be * th fergitten me i "But my = 
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455 me my All of it, 
e hath taken away the mack; 
not ſmother lis. love any ink 0 1 5 2 each . 
God grant that L may neyer Ye pint Brisa 
but may keep good Aab 


in heavinels, becauſe the Lot 


| 222 and ręjoice in the Lord, for his ſalvation is near to come. 


ro loye-tokens : but 8 
ofthis hot Sumner lenz 
ae 4 , 


In Neeped low with the rief 
nie, as a fixe wr ap ae 


word 15 * 
Ke s Yineyard: Kid Walke, a. che le 
ed inet 'S anRuary 3 and my belly is painted,” and ny foul 
1 -pevpl 8 Bone 0 captivit '> 


no Airs 
0 61 lobe! for, er ae 
! 


and becauſe of the we FE the. Lori - 
ther to fan nor to. purg that is coming upon a ſr Scot- 
is 1 Allo Lam pt. gh; > with! the ate wrong do to my. 
brother but Ter e vill counſet and comfort him; Yer in 
this wil,” 77 Seve, the ard will heal this halting” 
Nil, and wi lay her. ones with fair colours, and her foun- 
dations with ſap phires, and wil. make her windows of agates, 
and her gates e J. five 1 — * 7 Ani 12170 raſs i 
will bring gold. za He hath created the "(inich that formed 
ſword, no weapon in war ſhall profp er againſt us. Let us be 


member meta,yo! u 8 and your ſon be bn: And 1 entreaf 

you to writeto me · Brick, race be wit you. 1 
Aberd. December 1 RE 1 in bir only only 
r 1:94 Lord Jeluf s. R. 
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nt Gris roſs: 58 | 


5 in 5 7 tog ether. "i my former miſc carriage 
and my = oe ſeem to M to ſpeak wrath 9 | 
the Lord, 1.dare lay, it is but Satan borrowing i the «uſe and 


an of m ble hich art at 
* comardly and 2 eee w Fe " 


A | ct q * -7 ES 1 
Haut. 7 know faith is not ſo Hint and fooliſh as to tremble 
r cvery falſe alarm: Yet TE this out of it, Bleſſeu are 
they who are graced of God to guide a croſs well, and that 
there is ſome art required therein. I pray God I may not 
be ſo ill Fiend rad as that Chriſt my Lord ſhould leave me 
to be my own tater and my own e, Shall I not think, 
but my Lord Jeſus, who deſeryeth his own plate very well, 
will take his ewa place upon him, as it becometh him, and 
that he will fill his own ge For in this is his office, To 
comfort us, end thoſe 68, fe. caſten down, in all their tri- 
il Gulations, 2 Cor. i. 4+ Alas, I know I am a fool to ſeek an bole 
it or defeB in chriſts way with my ſoul. | 
V preſent to chriſt at lus appearance; yet I pray & B 
be able, with joy, faith, an et , to ſhew the Captain of 
my ſalvation, in that day, a bloody-head, that I received in 


bis ſervice; Howbeit my faith hang by a'ſmall tack and 


tbreed, I hope the tack. ſhall not break; and howbeit m 


| | Lord get no ſervice. of me but braken, wiſhes, get I truſt 


theſe ſhall be accep n Chrift's accourit. 7 haye nothing 
to comfort me, . s ſay; Oh eee 
an hungry en-waiter? The ſmell of Chriff's wine and apples, 


| which ſurpaſs the up-taking of dull ſenſe, 'bloweth upon my 


ſoul, and 7.get no more for the mean time. I am ſure, to let 
| 2 femiſhing body ſee meat, and give him none of it, is 2 
{ double pain: Our Lord's love is not ſo 3ruet, as to let a poor 


i 224% {ce Chriſt and heaven, and never give him more, for want 


of money to buy : Nay, I rather think Chriſt ſuch fair market- 
| cs as buyers may have without” Money and without price. 
And thus I know, it ſhall not ſtand upon my want of money; 
for Cbriſt, upon his own oharges, muſt buy my wedding- 
garment, and redeem the inheritance, . which 7 have forfeited, 
and give his word for one the like of me, who am not law- 
- biding of my ſelf: Poor folks mult either borrow or beg from 


'F © the r:cb; and the only thing that commendeth ſinners to 


Cdrift, is extreme weceſſity and want: Chriſt's love is ready 
to make and provide a ranſom and money for a pror body, 
who hath loft his purſe. Ho, ye that h#ve no money, come and 
. If. Iv. 1. t is the poor man s market. Now, brother, | 
ſee old eroſſes would have done nothing at me, and there- 
fore Cbrift hath taken a new freſh rod to me, that feemeth to 
talk with my foul, and make me tremble. I have often more 
ado now with faith, when 7 toſe my compaſs, and gm blown 

en 2 rock, than thoſe wh are my bebelders, ſtanding ** 


te 


. tenderly Cbriſt hath cared for me in this priſon, I think, be 


I deſire! no more till / be in heaven, but ſuch a feaſt and fill of 


| great load I would bear, if I had a hearty fill of the love of 


it were a pity to give an gunce-weigbt of hope to any beſides 
pe, though 


that I cannot command it; and then, when he hideth himſelſ 


and chargeth me to believe his day-light at anid-night. But i | 
* make pleas with Chriſt, though it he i my common ſo to do; 


in wading a 


—— — — 


165. LRTT ERS. 290 
ſhore, are aware of. A counſel to a ſick man is ſooner + 
given than taken. Lord ſend: the wearied man a borrrwed* | 
bed from Chriſt : I think often it is after ſupper with me, and. 

1 am heavy: O but 7 would fleep ſoundly, with Chriſps ieſt 
hand under my bead, and his right band embracing me 
the devil could not ſpil that bed. When / conſider how 


hath handled me as the barn; that is pitied' and bemoaned: 


adorning paſſments, which would beautiſie and ſet forth my ö 
black unpleaiant croſs. I cannot tell, nn dear brother, what 


that lovely One, Chriſt Feſus: Oh if ye would ſeek and pray 
for that to me! I would give Chrift all his love-ſtiles and 
titles of honour, if he would give me but this; nay, I would 
ſell my ſelf (if / could) for that love. I have been waiting ta 
ſee, what friends of place and power would do for us: But 
when the Lord Jooſeth the pins of hes of own tabernacle,” he 
will have himſelf to be acknowledged as the only Builder up 
thereof; and therefore I would take back again my hope, tha 
1 lent and laid in pawn. in mens hands, and give it -whelly to 
Chriſt. It is no time for me now to ſet up idols of my own: 


Chriſt; I think him well wortby of all my ho 

were as weighty as both heaven and earth. Happy were I. 

I had any thing that Chriſt would ſeek or accept of: But now 

2 lee not what ſervice I can do to him, except it be to 
a little, and babble, upon a piece of paper, concerning 

the love of Chriſt. I am often as Finy faith were wadſet, 


run to the other extreme, in making each wiag and the of my 
caſe as big as a mountain of iron: And then misbelief can 
ſpin ont an hell of heavy and deſpond ing thoughts; then 
Chriſt ſeeketh Iawborrows: of my unbelieying app n 


x i $205 


It were my happineſs, when I am in his houſe. of wine, a 


when I find a feaſt-day, if I could hearhen and bear fur thd\1 
time to come, ta. xlii. 23. But I ſee; we muſt h off dur 
deep water; and then Chriffs love finde i 
timeous employment, at ſuch a dead liſt as chat Ann 
after e eee eee e 
3 4 8 Ks, - 4 ? 


— 


7 


— 


11 I I come to heaven an way, hom beit likg. a tired traveller 


I. have no legs of their on for ſuch agourney. - I never thought 
dere had been need of ſo. much wrefiling,. to win to the top ol 
chat ſteep mountain as pow I find. Wo's me for this broken 
ad back-ſliding\ Chureh ; it is, like an; old qv re leans 
ing to the one ſide, and there is none of all her Ions who will 

i ſct 4 prop under her. I know, I need not bemoan Cbriſt; 
for he careth for his awn honour, more than I can do: but ho 
an blame me to be wo (if I had grace ſo to do) to ſee. my 


bis head, and the ark of God taken, and carried in the Phili- 
Hines cart; and the kine put to carry it, who will let it fall to 
the ground? The Lord put to his m helping hand: L wauld 
defire you to prepare your ſelf for a fight with beaſts; ye 
will not get leave to ſteal quietly ta heaven, in Chriſts com 
pany, without a conflict and a eroſs. Remember my bonds, 


with you. Ea 15 245. IT. e SOUS 
1: Aberd. 163. Pers in Chriſt Feſushis Tard, S. R 
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As — groateſt. 


upon m/ Guide's ſhaulder, it is gd erbugh for thoſe, who 


MVelbeloved's faix face ſpitted upon, and his crown plucked off / 


dd praiſe my Second and Fellow-priſo: Chriſt. Grace be 


* 15 
SR 


is { I, , A : « N mo — . 
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20 


ing cloſe bacł- over, and wi 


1 
.ſea-mark, and faſten our bits of broken an- 
pon the wotft greund in the world, this fleeting and 
periſhing life; and in the mean while, time and tide carry 
w upon another life, and there is daily leſs and leſs oil in. our. 
amp, and leſs: and leſs ſand in our 'watch-glaſs. | Q what: a 
viſe courſe were it for us, to look away from the falſe beauty 
of our borrowed priſon, and.to mind, and eye, and luſt for our 


5 | 
r x, to haſter us u 
0 
* 
* 
n 
1 
{1 
3 
1a 
7 
I | 
lis country! Lord, Lord, take us home. And tor my ſelf, Bthink, 
to 
14 
ye 
m. 
Is, 
be 
7 
R. 
— 
L 


e, vain bonour,' periſhing riches, 
know. not where, and to. lay our 


i apovr, weak, dying thoep fern for an old fire ar the 
of an hill, in a ſtorm, I have 'eauſe toulong; for! ago- 
yert from this ſtorm in heaven: I know: none will Ke m 
room over my head there. But certainly, fleepy bodies woul 
be at reſt and a welbmade bed, and an old crazed bark at a 
ſhore, and a wearied traveller at home, and a breathleſs herſe 
at the rink s end. fee. nothing in this liſe but ſin, and the 
lowre fruits of ſin: And O what a burden is ſin ] And what 
2 ſayery and miſerable bondage is it, to be at the nod, and 
9's and nay g A ſuch lord-maſter as a body of ſin ] Truly, 
when I think of it; it is a wonder that Chriſt maketh not fireʒ 
and aſhes of ſuch a dry branch as am. IL would often lie 
down under Chriſt's feet, and bid him _— upon me,when 
Ieonſider my guiltineſs: But ſeeing he bath ſworn, that fam 
ſhall not looſe: his unchangeable covenant; I keep houſe:roomy 
amongſt the reſt of the z/-learned bairns, and muſt cumber. 
the Lord of the houſe; with the reſt, till my Lord take the |! 
tters off legs and arms, and deſtroy- this body: of fins; nd 
ke a hole or a breach in this cage of earth, that the? 
bird may flee out, and the impriſoned ſoukbe-at liberty, j Þþ 
de mean time, the leaſt intimation of Chriſt's love is ſweets: . 
nd the hope of marriage with the Bridegmom holdeth mei 
ome joyful on - waiting, that when Chriſtis ftummer-birds ſh 
ng upon the branches of the Tree of Hſe, ſhall be net“ 
od himſelt, to help them to ſing the home - eoming of ou. 
elbeloved and his Bride 40 their houſe together. When Z | 
punk of this, I think winters and ſummers, and gears ant 
%, and time do me à pleaſures that: they ſhorten this un⸗- | 
n/ted and weak threed of my fe, and that they put ſin ad 
ries by-band, and that they ſhall carry me to my Brides ff 
um within 6 cape Der Baabe, pray for ax, that it 
1 #9 7 '” * „ . A = wo 


wy 


= © is j 
— 
—_— 7 
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rr | 11 
+ would pleaſe the Lord of the Vi to give me room to h 
F preach bis righteouſn:ſs again to the great i tion. Grace, 
3 _ grace he with you. Remember me co yourwefes / 
18 - Aberd. 1637. ' Tours in bis ſweet Lord Fefus, S. R. 
4 — — — — j 
oz. the la, CULROSS h 
| | Rev. vii. 14. Theſe are: they which cams aut of great tribuls- 8 
1 tion, and have waſhed" their rabes, h 
ö g dhe blood of the ll. 44 
5 „ | 
1 . eee N | | * 
1 ADA, = | 2003 " .< 
1 Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you. I great- 


ly long to be refreſhed with your letter. I am now (al 
Honour and glory to the King eternal, immortal, and inviſible) 
in better terms with Chriſt than I was. I, like a fool, ſum- 
moned my Husband and Lord, and libelled «ntrndneſs againſt 
him; but now I paſs from that fooliſh purſuit, I give over the 
Plea : he is God, and / am man. I was looſing. a faſt ſtone, 
and digging at the pround-ſtone (the love of my Lord) to 
ſhake and unſettle it; but, Ged be thanked, it is faſt; all is 
ſure. In my priſon he hath ſhewed me day-ligbt; he dought 
not hide his love any longer. Chriſt was diſguiſed and mask- 
ed, and / apprehended it was not he; and he hath ſaid, I i 
J, be not afraid : And now his love # better than wine. Oh 
that all the Virgins had part of the Bridegroom's love, where- 
upon he maketh me to feed! Help me to praiſe : I charge you, 
Madam, help me to pay praiſes; and tell others, the daugh- 
tert of Ferufalem, how kind Chriſt is to a poor priſoner : He 
= hath paid me. my hundred-fold, it is well told me, and one to 
the hundred; Jam nothing behind with Chriſt. Let not fools, 
| becauſe of their lazie and ſoſt fleſh, raiſe a ſlander and an ill 
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| report upon the croſs of Chriſt ; it is ſweeter than fair. / ſee 
grace groweth beſt in winter: This poor perſecuted Kirk 
Wie lily among the thorns, ſhall bloſſom and laugh upon the 
Gardener ; the Husband man's bleffing ſhall light upon it. Oh 
if I could be free of jealouſies of Chrift, after this; and be- 
Keve,. and keep good quarters with my deareſt Husband ! for 
he hath been kind to * ſtranger: And yet in all this fair hot 
fummer- weatber, I am keeped from ſaying, It is good to be 
Bere, with my fence, and with grief to ſee my Mother wour 
ded, and her vail taten from her, and the fair Temple caſter 


down ; and y belly js pained, my ſoul is beauy for — 


Are Ks »* =D mA oY oe. 
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m to: ef the 1 my people; and becauſe f the: fury 

| A Joo! an ba pre NS hate poten | 2 
II pay you, Madam, let me have that Hiob ia my prayer 
- Te, that iy ſufferings may preach'to the four quarters of 
— s land ; and therefore tell others, how open-handed-ChrifF 


buls- cbriſt, but to make an open | 

vbite ¶ his oft and ſweet kiſſes to me in the furnace, and of his fidelity, 
I do fuch as ſtiffer for him. Give it me under your hand, that ye 

- | will help me to pray and — but rather to hraiſe and re- 


I || ire in the-ſelvation of God. Grace, grace be with yeu-. 
Treat- Aberd. Dec. 30. . r 9 Durs in hy'deareft; and only, 
e 6%. Lud Jaſu, S. 
1ble/(!(x—ü(mww¼ ꝗðZt—½¹k,. — rm 
ſum - To the Tady CAR DO N N. E- S 5. | 

painſt f 33.7.6 Sti 21 Spas der ao 


er the My dearly beloved and longed-for in the Lord. 
ſtone, Þ ; ce, mercy and peace be to you. I long to hear how 
| 0 your ſoul proſpereth, and how the Kingdom of Chriſt 
all is Y thriveth in you. I exhort you and beſeech you, in the bowels 
loug bt Chriſt, faint not, weary not. There is a great neceſlity of 
mask aven; ye muſt needs have it: All other things, as houſes, 
„ki | lands, children, huband, friends, country, credit, bealth,). 
Oh wealth, bonour, may be wanted; but heaven is your ove thing 
xhere- | neceſſary, the good part that ſhall not be * jou. . 
ö that ye buy the field where the Pearl is; ſel all, and 5 
4 purchaſe of ſalvation : Think it not eaſy, for it is a ſteep a- 
ſcent to eternal glory; many are lying dead by the way, that 
are flair with ſecurity. I have now been led by my Lord Je- 
ſus to ſuch a nick in Chriſtianity, as I think litfle of former 
things. Oh what I want! I want ſo many things; that I am 


- 


he is rich enough in grace, till he take out his purſe, and tell his 
money, and then he findeth his pack but poor and light in the 
day of a heat trial. I found, I had not to bear my expen- 
&s, and ſhould have fainted, if want and penury had not cha- 
ſed me to the Storehouſe of all. I beſeech you, make con- 

lence of your ways ; deal kindly and with conſcience with 
your tenants : To fill a breach, or an hole, make not a greater 
breach in the conſcience. I wiſh plenty of 15veto your ſoul'; 
let the world be the portion of beftards, make it not yours; 


path beer to the priſoner, and the oppreſſed ſtranger : Why 
ſhould conceal ow how no okher way bow to gloriſie 0 
oclamation of his love, and of 


almoſt asking if J had any thing at all. Every man thinketh 


Ger the laſt trumpet is blown, the werld-and-all-its 30% 


— 
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without; 
thiak aut {elves debtors fe the werf 
me to this, that I nuld not give 2 ay 
cis mold $s kindneſs; J . * men Jang 3 


give — — again, is 2 fear e ber- 
gain. I hay ritten m 121 . to your Husband: 
Wide to me again his caſe; * forget him in my. prayers: 
IJ. am looling, Chriſt hath ſome elaim to him. My,counfel 


etb ama wroeth : Anſwer 
e pe. pur urge ee 
Will. remove a upd maight.of pong Begus aryh, thy 


way, "and ſo it mall DEE light- Whe n Chriſt hideth hi m- 
ſelf, wait on, and make din till he return; it is not time then 
to be careleſiy patient: + love it, to be grieved when he hi- 
deth his miles; yet believe his love i in a patient on- waiti 
and believing i in the dark. Ve muſt learn te ſwim-and hold 
up your head above the water, even when the ſenſe 16k 25 
refence is —— ab 8 15 5 your chin: 1 in God, 
Fe thal - 1 counlel you, — 
een. —7 to $4 40“ * this world: Urge. 
285 ne e, bn gs — his 5 5 . N j 
uaint * ri p of your prayers, 
fore r your phy to ff my Jy, yp 


deſire is to hear bei is 2241 510 650 caſteth 
my mind, I cannot forget him: pe, Chriſt — he — 
. ſomething to fp together. Bleſs Fohs or «bovy me; 1 write bg: 
ſings t and to your husband and the reſt, of your chil- 
dren. Let Jt not be ſaid, Zam nat in your houſe, through 
pegle& of the Sabbath-exerciſe,' 
21 bt Feb. 20. Tour, 38 and. lovi 472 phos in 
* 1627. e n bed! bi, only, only Lor 


N JONET HACKEULLO CR, 


Dear Sister, | 
of D Race, mercy 8 you. long to bear bon 
G your ſoul proſpereth. I am _ as a prifoner,of Cbriſ 


be. fealted and made fat with the comforts. 9 Grd Cprif' 


is, that ye bear with him, when paſſin e him; & | 
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rr * 1 Wo 
1456. EET TBRS/ 3 
are made ſweeter to my Hou than ever they werel 
would not change my Maſter with all the king vf clay 5 
th. Ou Welbeloved 4s alt getber Healy an | lovinh. 
Þ 7 care not what fleſh can do- Pp my ſqul, F delive- 
tel the truth of Tbriſ to you } — forno boaſts 
or fear of men: If ye go agaitlt! 
10 vors ſuffer for, 1 hall bear 7 © you the day of 
e bare I Chriſt. Siffer, faſter” your g [follow not 
band: che guiſes of this ſinful work AT, pry — this clayportion. 9 
Werss Ml earth take up your ſcul; it is the portion of baſtardt, and y 
ounſel 45 2 _ God; and therefore ſeck your "Father's heri: 
| wo heart to ſee — — and fair 
lat he — 5 new city. H, fy upon theſe, who ry, U wi 
5 and the werld, and down. with" conſcience: and heaven; "We have 
» that I bairy's wits, and therefore we cannoty ' Ekriſt? avig 
him- Ul Counſel your busband and mot ber, to tbem for eternity 


then I that day is drawing nig b. Pray lor melde prüdger of br; 


he hi- 1 forget y. (4 n DV 3: 12 
ti Aberd. Feb. 10e. nur lanfal puſlor aun 
— 2 8 4 "> i 5T aol Oc brother, S. R. 77 
r at + E 4\44 . 2 er 200 | | 
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pI 1 225111 "ated bag 5.00 O bad Is Ss IT 
Kernel Mr. Ds Letter — 9 Tord pep a, and his 
learned thoughts in the matter it Ceremonies." i I ow te- 


„de the man learning, for chat: 7 hear tim oppoſiteto A+ 
and — hereſies: but {with reverence of that worthy man) 1 


ten in wonder to hear ſuch Popiſh-like expreſſions as he hath: in his 
 haye Wl Letter, as, Tour Lordſbi was e when tbe King 

and Church babe agreed in the ſettling"of- fuch Orders, and 
r chil ¶ the Church's beten in things indifferent aud circumſtantial 


rough I (a if indifferent and circumiſt antial were all one) ſhoutd be the 


18 ef every private Chriſtian. I only viewed the papers two 
ſtor * Dar pes Pe bearer haſtning me to writes 1 find the wor- 


. R. man not fo ſeen in this controverſit, as ſome turbulent mon 


—— | & our country, as he calls refuſers of Conformity : And let 
H. rat e 24 25 when" ite 
Mutt a great Mit play the agentfo flenderiy; bur I wih lay the 
blame on the weakneſs of the cauſe; not on the meanneſs of 
Mr. Ps Tearning: I have eve? been and: RJ: am 


lorged much to hear Mr. Z. ſpeak to the caulc : And ] "ny 
5 : ; Lay, 


— of Cid, that TY 


that Britain cannot anſwer one argument 4 ſcandalo! and 7 7 # 
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one is acquaint with 
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| Epiſt, 1 
y, if ſome ordinery. Divine had anſwered as Mr. L. 2 

2 not the nature of Scandal; but I dare nd 

ie DO 


ſatisfying of any not 


P | 

Chriſt; but the wind on my fece for the preſent : And it 
had loved to ſleep in a whole skin, with the, eaſe and preſem 
ighe chat I ſaw onebis fide of fun and moon, I ſhould have 
Hived at eaſe, in good hopes to fare as well as others. The 
Lord knoweth, | preferred preaching. of Chriſt, and ſtill. do, to 
any thing next to Chriſt himſelf: and their new Canons took my 
one, my one jcy from me, which was to me, as the poor man's 
one eye that had no mo; and alas, there is little lodging in 
their heart for pity or nere, to pluck out à poor man's one 
eye for 4 thing indifferent, i. e. for knots of ſtraws, and things 
(as they mean) off the way to heaven. I defire not that my 
name take journey, and ge a pilgrim: to Cambridge, for fear 
come in the ears of Autberity; I am ſufficiently burnt already. 
In the mean time, be pleaſed to try, i the Biſhop of St. An 
Are ws, and n Ordinary) will be pleaſed 
ta abate from the heat of their Mxath. and let me go to my 
«<harge.. Few know the heart of a priſoner yet L hope the 
Lord ſhall hew his own glory out of as 27 timber as Lam 
Keep Chriſt, n dear and worthy Lord : Pretended paper 
ergumeuts from angering the Mother · church, that can ree! and 
nod and ſtagger, are not of ſuch, weight as peace with the Fx 
ther and Husband: let the Wife  glpom, I care not, if £6: 


Husband laugh, Remember my ſer vice to wy Lord your | £44 


k ther, and Mother, and your Lady. race be with you- 26 
937» ' Togrs 4 all chedience.in Chrifts S. K. 
? Ki; aifs 
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Fpift. 177. LET T ERS. 32808909 
Ts bis Reverend and Dear Brother, Mr. Robert Blair. ur 


; | EF? IS. 
Reverend and Dear Brother, Fo 8 2 804 
to the He reaſon ye gave for your not writing to me, affeteth.. 
E T me much, 2d pivech me a daſh, whep ſuch an one as e 
5 PIC- ¶ conceive an opinion of me, or any thing in me: The truth is, 
; when I come home to my felf, O WHAT Penary do I find, and 
Chriſt I bow feckleſs is my ſuppoſed ſtock, how little have Ie .* 
2 con. He, to whom J am as cryſtal, and who ſeeth through me, 
ng i and perceiveth the leaſt mote that is in me, knoweth -that / 

„ 52 I ſpeak what J think and am convinced of: But men calt me 
in the ough a groſs and wide ſieve. My very dear Brother, the 
th. the room of the leaft of all ſaints is too great for the like of me: 
+ And Bf But, leſt this ſhould ſeem art, to fetch home reputation, I ſpeak : 
| no more of it: it is my worth, to be Chriſt's ranſomed ſinner 


* 


the Phyſician of whom / ſtand in necd- Alas! how often play © 
1 faſt and Jooſe with Chriſt ? He bindeth, I Iooſe; he buildethù, 


it; I caſt out with Chriſt, and he agreeth with me again, 
twenty times a day; I forfeit my kingdom and heritage, I lole_ 


ſhould lole heaven; ſeeing I loſe n ſelf, what wonder 1 
ſhould let go, and loſe Jeſus my Lord? O well to me for e- 
vermore, that I have cracked my credit with Chriſt, and cag- 
not by law at all borrow from him, upon my feckleſs and 
worthleſs bondy and faith! for my faith and reputation with. 
Grit, is, that / am à creature that God will not put any truſt 
into: I was, and am bewildered with temptations, and want- 
ed guide to heaven. O what have / to ſay. of that excel- 
pt; ſurpaſſing and ſupereminent thing, they call, Tbe Grace of 
Cod, the way of free redemption in Chriſt! And when poor, 
dor I, dead in law, was cola, 


es eloſeſt ward, which is hell and damnation; ,vben I, 


tender hearted {ſur 5 nay, when be lighted upon me frlt,, 
thing like hire, of angels or ſcraphims, or any of his crea- 
uod and therefore, I would. praiſe him for this, that the” 
who army of the redeemed ones. fit rentefree in heaven 5 


o * 


and ſick one; his relation to me, is, that / am ſick, and he is 
eaſt down; he trimmeth up a falvation for me, and I mar 


what / had; but Chriſt is at my back, and following on, tos 
ſtoop and take up what falleth from me. Were I in heayen. 
and had the crown on my head, if ffee- will were my tutor 


fettered and impriſoned in ja- 


Y 
and knew me; I found that he ſcorned to take a price, or an 
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wretched one, Wi pon Noble Jeſus, eternally kind Jeſu, 
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— holding it better than blench : We are all free - holder; 
and Geid Ser eternal feu-didy is but thanks, O wWoful = 
that I have but ſpilt thanks, and broken, lame and miſcarried 
Praiſes to give him; and ſo my ſilver is not good and current 
with Chriſt, were it not that free merits have ſtamped it, 
. ardwaſtien it and me both! And for my ſilence, J ſee ſome- 
what” better through it now if my high and lofty One, my 
1 and royal Maſter, ſay, Hold, bold thy peace, I lay 
Zh, en thee, thou ſpeak none ; I would fain be content, and 
let my fire be ſmotbhered under aſhes, without light or ſtame: 
I cannot help it; | take the laws from my Lord, but | give 


i | none. As for your journey to F. ye do well. to follow it: 
np is cri; ordinary bed; 2 carried bed is kindly to the 


fſeeing your #hpry mother denieth you long 


Beloved, dow in this lower houſe. It may be, and who! 


knoweth but dur Lord hath ſome centurious, ye 1 to, 


rom with her: Chriſt's call to unknown faces muſt be your 

ſeoͤmd wind, ſeeing ye cannot have a firſt. O that our Lord 
would water agaln, with a new viſit, this piece withered and 
dry hill of our widem mount Sion ! My dear Br other, I vill 
think it comfort, if ye ſpeak my name tage Eo 


Wherever ye are. I am mindful of you. O that the Lo 
wbuld yet make the light of the moon in Setland like the 
light of the ſan; and the light of the ſun ſeven-fold brighter. 
For my ſelf, as yet I have received no anſwer whither to go; 1 
wait on: O that ſeſus had my love! Let matters frame as: 
they liſt, Thave ſome more to do with Chriſt; yet 1 would" 
fain we were nearer. Now, the great — of the ſheep, 
—_y God of peace, eſtabliſh and confim you, till the day 
. QQ -- 7 ni Farne 8 
Aberd. Sept. 9. - Tours in his lovely. and (west 
* 1637. Dord Feſus; S. & 
„ 1 = 4-9 WA? 


T) ehe Tac; GAR LE I ON. 
-#, Miſtreſs, © 
Race, m i | y fo | 
gin to be amongſt you, and to behold: that beauty of 
the Lord, hat I -would fer in his houſe :+ But 4 know pot 1. 
he, in whoſe hands are all our ways, ſeeth it expediefit for h 
glory. Io my Lord (I know ) ſubmiſſion'of ſpirit, ſuppoſe 
ke 1d turn me into a ſtone or pillar of ſalt; "OH that I wet? 


bb; in whom my Lord couKd be glorified ; ſuppoſe iy Het 
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and peace be to you.” My ſoul longeth 


Ci were a pillar, as high as ten heavens, for Chriſis glorx 


fire! What can Lgive to him? O that Thad 


the morning and evening tide, the top and the root of my. Joys, 


==! 
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Bpiſt. 172. [. ET TE RS. 0 
heaven were forfeited, to buy glory to him before men ar 
angels; ſuppoſe my want of his preſence, and ſeparation from 


to ſtand upon, above all the world ! What am [ to him ? How/ 
little am (though my feathers ſtood out, as broad as the 
morning light) to ſuch a high, to ſuch a lofty, to ſuch a 
pever-enough admired and glorious Lord! My trials are hea= | 
vy, becauſe of my ſad Sabbaths; but I'know. they are les 
than ped, PETER : raj * 3 _ ner Fd 
may bethegainer, aud | the loler ; that raiſe 
: >; To [ cried down, and my worth ts duſt — 
his glory. Oh that Scotland, all with one ſhout, would cry ww 
Chriſt, and that his nam: were high in this land i I find the ⁶ 
the very utmoſt borders of Chriſt's high excellency and deep, WW 
ſweetneſs, heaven and | earth's wonder... O what is 
if I could win in to fee his inner fide Oh L am rup d 
of loving, and wondring, and, adoring of that greateſt a 
moſt admirable One ! Wo, wo is me, I have not half- love fox 
him! Alas, what can my drop do to his great ſea ! What gain 
is it to Chriſt; that I haye,caſten my litt (parkie in his great 
Thad ove to fill a thou- 
ſand worlds, that i might empty my ſoul of it all upon 
Chriſt ! I think I have now juſt reaſon to quit my part of 
any. hope or love that I have to. this ſcum, and the ie of 
the droſs of God's workmanſhip, this vain. earth: I ow. tg 
this ſtormy world ( whole kindneſs and heart to me, hath been 
made of iron, or of a piece of, a wild ſea-ifland, that neyer |} 
a creature of God yet lodged in) not look : 1 ow it no loves 
vo hope; and therefore, Oh if my love were dead to it, and 
my ſqul dead to it! What am I obliged to this houſe of m 
Pi promage 7 A ſtraw for all that God, hath made, to my ſoul's 
Uking, except God, and that N One, Feſus Chriſt: Seeing 
I am not this world's debtor, I deſire, I may be ſtripped of 
all confidence, in any thing, but my Lord, that he may be 
far me, and I for my only, only, only Lord; that he may be 


- 


and the heart and flower, and yolk of. all my ſoul's delights. O 
let me never lodge any creature in my beart and confidence? 
Let the houſe be for him: I rejoice, that fad days cut off n 
Piece of the leaſe of my ſhort life; and that my ſhadow 1 q 
While 7 ſuffer ) weareth long, and my evening baſtneth on. | 


I haye cauſe to love home with all my heart, and to take t 
Warane ofthe d haſten to tha gm of my . 1 
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3x0 Mr. Rutherfoords Epiſt. 173: 
fore the night come on, wherein a man Tannot fee to walk or 
work; that once after my falls, I may at night fall in, weary 
and tired as 7 am, in Chriſt's boſom, and betwixt his breaſts. 
Our priſon cannot be our beſt country: This world looketh 

ike heaven and the happineſs that our tired ſouls would 
be at; and therefore it were good to ſeek about for the wind, 
and hoiſe up our ſails towards our new Jeruſalem, for that is 
dur beſt. Remember a priſoner to Chriſt. Grace, grace be with 
ous | 5 
Nee. 1627. Tours in his only Lord and Maſter, S. R. 
— FRY. 4 = . — — — 


J wy Lord CRAIGHAL Il. 


T Received one letter of your Lordſhip's from C. and another 
of late from A. B. wherein / find your Lordſhip in p 
plexity what to do: But let me entreat your Lordſhip not to 
dauſe your ſelf miſtake Truth and Chriſt, becauſe they ſeem 
to encounter with your peace and eaſe. ' My Lord, remember 
that a priſoner hath written it to you, As the Zord liveth, i 
ye put to your hand with other ere in this land, to pull 
down the ſometime beautiful Tabernacle of Chriſt in this land, 
and join hands with them in one hair-breadth, to welcome An- 
 Fichriſt to Scotland, there is wrath gone out from the Lord 
againſt you and your houſe. If the terror of à king hath oyer- 
taken you, and your ez looketh to ſleep in your neſt in 
peace, and take the neareſt ſhore, there are many ways, too 
too many ways, how to ſhift Chriſt with ſome iL waſben and 
foul diſtin&ions ; but aſſure your ſelf, ſuppoſe a king ſhould 
aſſure you, he would be your god (as he ſhall never be, for 
that piece of ſervice) your clay-god ſhall die, and your car- 
nal counſellors, when your conſcience ſhall ſtorm againſt you, 
and ye complain to them, they will ſay, What is that to us? 
Believe not that Chrift is weak, or that he is not able to ſave: 
'Of two fires that ye cannot paſs, take the leaſt. Some few 
years will bring us all out in our blacks and whites, before 
our Judge; eternity is nearer to you, than ye are aware 0h 
To goin a courſe of defection, when an enlightned conſcience 
is ſtirring, and looking you in the face, and crying within 
vou, That ye are e in an evil way, is a ſtep to the fa 
ainſt the Holy Either many of this land are neat 
Tat fin, or elſe 7 know not what it is. And if this, for which 
T now ſuffer, be net the way of peace, and the King's 2 
8 | | — 
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fpilt. 173. LETTERS... | git 
way to ſalvation, I believe there is not a way. at at; 5 ther & 
not ſuch breadth and Elbomroom in the way to heaven, ag men 
believe: Howbeit this 5 be not Chrilt's. the morrow ſhaft 
be his. I believe affuredly, our Lord fhal} repair the 
waſte places, and His — houſe, in Scatland; and this 4 
derne ſs mall yet bloffom as the roſe. My very _ and dea 
{:rd, wait 1221 him, who hidetbh bis face from the houſe 
Fecob, and look for him; ; Wait patiently a little upon 5 
Bridegroom's return again, that your ſoul may live, and 
may rejoice with the Lord's inheritance : I dare pan my: is 
and ſoul for it, if ye take this · ſtorm with born-down Chriſt, 
your sky hall quickly clear, and your fair morning dawn... 
Think (as the truth is) that Chriſt is juſt now ſaying; And 
wil ye alſo leaue me ? Ye have a fair occaſion to gratife-Chriſt 
now, if ye will ſtay with him, and want the night's 
with your ſuffering - Saviour, one hour, now when 22 / 
hath fallen aſleep, and_leaveth Chriſt to fend eat wh of 
— my ſelf ut 2 weak: feeble man: 2 — 
Chriſt's camp, 7 had nothing to maintain this mod or 2 
bear me out in this encounter, and I am little better yet; 1 
ſince I find furniture, armour, and ſtrength from the 
_ oy e the Prince of our ſalyation, who was perfected 


h ſuffering; I eſteens ſuffering for Chriſt a bing life. 

Pank — our 2 qualifie us for Chriſt; and howbeit 
your Lordſhip write, ye deſpair to attain to fuch a communi- 

on and fellowſhip, (which {would not haye you to think) 

yet would ye nobly and courageon , to make over 

to Chriſt, for his honour now lying K the ſtake, your bs 4 

place and honour ; 3 he would lovingly and largely re 

you, and give you a King's word 5 a recompenſe : 

tureupon Seile come, and I dare ſwear, ye all ſay, 5 

is, pfl. xvi. 7. 1 bleſs the-Lord who gave one bounſel. MY 

very worthy Lord, many eyes in both the kingdoms —_ | 
on you now, and the eye of our Lord is upo e - 
your ſelf nianfully for Chriſt * Sill not this gdo play: "Sus . 
ſcribe a blank ſubmiſſion, and put it in Chriſt's hands: Win, 
win the bleſſings and prayers of your fGighing and forrowful 
Mother-church, ſeeking your help : Win Chriſt's bond, ( whs. 

is a King: of his werd) for a hundred - fold more even in 

this life. If a weak man hath paſt a promiſe to à king, to make 

4 ſlip to Chriſt, (if we look: e id blood, 1 —— 5 


df it; bly'I might haye done worſe my ſelf, but) aaf 
egen — ſuch a ſcandalous and ſotil way: 


4 [| j 


312 Mr. Rut herfoord's Epiſt. 174. 
member that there is a wo, wo to him by wow" fines 
some : This wo came out of Chriſt's mouth, it is 
heavier than the wo of the law ; it is the Mediator's venge- 
- ance, and that is two vengeances to thoſe who are enli 
Free your ſelf from unlawful anguiſh, about adviſing and re- 
ſolving : When the truth is come to your hand, bold it faſt, 
80 not again to make a new ſearch and enquiry for truth; it 
ee eaſie to cauſe conſcience believe as ye will, not as ye know: 
It is eaſie for you' to caſt your light into priſon, and detain 
God's truth in unrighteouſneſs ; but that priſoner will break 
ward, to your incomparable *torture.- Fear your light, and 
ſtand in ew of it; far it is from God: Think what honour it 
is in this life alſo, to be enrolled to the ſucceeding ages, a- 
mongſt Chriſt's witneſſes, ſtanding againſt the re-entry of 
Anticbriſt. I know certainly, your light looking to two ways, 
and to the two ſides, crieth ſname upon the courſe, that they 
would counſel you © follow: The way, that is halfer and 
*compartner with the ſmoke of this fat world, and with eaſe, 
ſmelleth ſtrong of a foul and falſe way. The Prince of peace, 
be who brought again from the dead the great Shepherd of 
his ſheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, eſtab iſh you, 
and give you ſound light, and counſel you to follow Chriſt, 
Remember my obliged ſervice to y Lord your Father, and 
| Mother, and your Lady. Grace be with you. 
I © - Aberd. Aug. 10. Tour Lordſhip's at all obliged obedience, 


. 


ww 


1637 +2; in bis ſweet Lord Jeſis, S. R. 
N. JEAN.GORDON © 
J very dear and loving Siſter, -. \  / 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear from 

you: I exhort you to ſet up the brae to the King's city, 

that muſt be taken with yialence : Your afternoon's ſun is 
wearing low ; Time will eat up your frail life, like a worm 
nawing at the root of a Mey-f5wer : Lend Chriſt your heart; 

et him as à Seal there; take him in within, and let the 
world and children. ſtand at the door; they ate not yours, 
make you and them for your proper Owner, Chriſt : It is 
good, he is your Husband and their Father. What miſſing 
can'there be of a dying man, when God filleth his chair? 
Give hours of the day to prayer: Faſh Chriſt (if I nay ſpeak 
£1)band importune him; be oſten at his gate; give his door 
vo ret; Lean tell vou, he will be found. O what Hen 2 
n. f | | "Bt: OWIup 
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Epift. 1775. LETTRES. - 313 
lowſhip is betwixt him and me! I am impriſoned, but he is / 
not impriloned : He hath-aſhamed me wit) kindneſs; he hath | 
come to my priſon, and run away with my heart and all my 
love; well may he bruick it. I with my love get never an 
Owner but Chriſt : Fy, fy upon old levers, that held us 
long aſunder ! We ſhall not part not y: He and I ſhall be hear 
are he win out of my grips : I reſolve to wreſtle with 
Chriſt, ere I quit him. But my love to him hath caſt n m 
ſoul in a fever, and there is no cooling of my fever, till 
et real poſſeſſion of Chriſt: O ſtrong, ſtrong ove of Jeſus, ; 
; A haſt wounded my heart with "thine arrows O pain! O if 
pain of love for Chriſt ! Who will help me to praile ? Let 
me have your prayers. Grace be with you. 1 IACY 
— 1 13. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. = 


Je GRISSEL FULLERTON. 
S,,“ va, 
[ Exhort you in the Lord, to ſeek your ons thing, Mary's 
good part, that ſhall not be taken from you. Set your heart 
and ſoul on the children's inheritance : This clay-idol, the 
world, is but for baſtards, and ye are his lawful begotten child. 
Learn the way, (as your dear Mother batn gone before you) 
to knock at Chriſt's door: Many an alms of merey hath Chri 
given to her, and hath abundance behind to give to you. Ye 
are the ſeed of the faithful, and born within the covenant 3 
claim your right. I would not exchange Chriſt Jeſus for ten 
worlds of glory: I know now (bleſſed be my Teacher) how. 
1 the lock, and unbolt my Welbeloy-d's door; and he 
eth a ſtranger welcome, when he cometh to h 
houſe. I am ſwelled up, and ſatisfied with the love of Chri 
that is better than wine: It is a fire in my ſoul; let hell and 
the world caſt water on it, they will not mend the mſelues. I 
baye now gottenthe right gate of Chriſt : I recommend him 
to you above all things; come and find the ſmell of his breath; 
See if his kiſſes be not ſweet; he deſireth no better than to be 
much made of; be homely with him, and ye ſhall be the more 
welcome: Ye know not how fain Chriſt would have all your 
lore. Think not this is imaginations and. bairns-play, we mate 
din for; I would not ſuffer tor it, if it were ſo: 1 dare pawn 
my heaven for it, that it is the way to glory. Think- much 
of truth, and abhor theſe ways dexiſed by men in God's Wore | 
ſhip. The grace of Chriſt be with you. | bo, 40 „ 
Aerd. March 14. 1637. 22 Lani , 
f 72 De” be „ t 9 
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nt Mr. Ratherfuor's Epiſt, 376, 197 
PATRICK CARSEN. 


Dear and loving Friend, EY | © 
- Cannet but, upon the opportunity of a bearer, exhort you 
to reſign the love of your youth to Chriſt, and, in this day, 
hile your ſun is high, and your youth ſerveth you, to ſeek 
the Lord and his face; for there is nothing out of heaven ſo 
ecefiary for you, as Chriſt: And ye cannot be ignorant, but 
your day will end, and the night of death will call you from 
the pleaſures of this life, and a doom given out in death ſtand- 
eth for ever, as long as God . Hveth. Youth ordinarily is 2 

220 b — for Satan, 222 . e is 2 
peſt for luſt, curſing, drunkenneſs, blaſpheming o „lying, 
pride, and vanity. O that there — an heart in — 
as to fear the Lord, and to dedicate your ſoul and body to his 
ſer vice! When the time cometh that your eye- ſtrings ſhall 
break, and your face wax pale, and legs and arms tremble, 
and your breath grow cold, and your poor ſoul look out at 
your priſon houſe of clay, to be ſet at liberty; then a good 
- eonlcience, and 2 Lord's favour, ſhall be worth all the 

Seek 


7 


world's glory - c it as your garland and crown. Grace 
de with ou... e IF 56 oe 
Aberd. March 14. 1636. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
„ „ - Þ#/JOHN CARSEN. - 


. My welbeloued and dear Friend. + 604 DR 
Very one ſeeketh not God; and far fewer find him, be- 
cauſe. they ſeek amiſs: He is to be fought {or above 
all things, if men would find what they ſeek. Let feathers 
and ſhade ws alone to children, and go ſeck your Welbeloved: 
Jour only errand to the world, is; to woo Chriſt; therefore 
put other lovers from about his houſe, and let Chriſt have all 
our love, without minching or | dividing it: it is little 
25 h, if there were more of it. The ſerving of the world 
an fn hath hut a baſe reward and ſmoke, inſtead of pleaſures; 
and but a night - dream, for true eaſe to the ſoul. Go where 
Fe will, your ſoul ſhall not ſleep ſound but in Chriſt's boſom: 
com in to him, and lie down, and reſt you on the ſlain Son of 
God, and: enquire for him: I.ſonght him, and now a fig for al 
the worm-eaten pleaſures, and moth-eaten glory out of heaven, 
I haye found lum, and in him all Lean want . 


— 
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He hath made me a king over the world: Princes cannot oyer- 


Ted knew what ſweet terms of mercy are betwixt him and 
Jay me! Grace be with du. n e COP" , 
ek Aberd. March 11. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Loyd Feſus, S. R. 
„ N 2ͤ Ü 
1 To the Lady B OI D. : 
OY Madam, CET & 8 by 3 
is 2 Would have written to your. Ladyſhip ere now; but peoples 
is 2 believing there is in me that which I A there is not, 
ing, hath put me out of love with writing to any: for it is eaſie to 
you, puſ religion to a market and publick fair; but alas! it is not 
3 bis o loon make eye-ſweet for Chriſt. My Lord ſeeth me a tired 
ſhall man far behind: I have gotten much love from Chriſt, but I 
nble, give him little or none again. My white fide eometh out in 
ut at Paper r nt pe home and within, I ind much black-work, 
ood ard great cauſe of 7 low ſail, and of little boaſting ;; and yet, 
| the howbeit I ſee challenges to he true, the manner jof the temp- 
Jrach ter's * them is unhoneſt, and, in my thoughts, kna- 
r. viſb- like: My peace is, that Chriſt may find ſale and outi 
8. R. his wares, in the like of me, I mean, for ſaving grace. 4 
3 wiſh all profeſſors to fall in love with grace; all our ſongs 
. ſhould be of his free grace: We are but too lazy and carols 
in ſeeking of it; it is all our riches we have here, and glory _ | 

a in the bud: I wiſh I could ſet out free grace. I was the law's 
„ be- man, and under the Jaw, and under a curſe; but grace 
ore brought me from under that hard lord, and I rejoice, that I 
;thers am grace's free-holder. I pay tribute to none for heaven, 
wed: ſeeing my land and heritage holdeth of Chriſt, my new King: 
refore infinite Wiſdom hath deviſed this excellent way of free-bold- Þ} 
ve all ing, for ſinners ; it is a better way to heaven, than the old 
little way that was in Adam's days: It hath this fair advantage, 
world no man's emptineſs and want layeth an inhibition upon ⁵ 
ſures; Cbriſt, or hindreth his ſalvation (and that is far beſt for me) 
where but our new Land- lord putteth the names of dyvours, and A- 
olom: dam's forlorn heirs, and beggers, and the crooked and blind, 
Son of in the free charters. Heaven and angels may wonder, that we 
for all have po _ a gate of ſin and hell: ſuch a back-entry out 
eaven, of hell, as Chriſt made, and brought out the captives by, is 
win: more than my poor ſhallow thoughts can comprehend. Tt 1 
He | 2 would 


come me: Chriſt hath given me the marriage-kiſs, and he 
hath my marriage- love: We have made up a full bargain, 


that ſhall not go back on either ſide: O if ye, and all in that 


af 


316 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 178. 
would think ſufferings, glory, (and 1 am ſometimes not ar 
from it) if my lord would give me a new alms of free grace, 

I hear, that the prelates are intending baniſhment for me; 
but for more grace, and no other hire, 4 would make it wel. 
come. T he bits of this clay-houſe, the earth, and the other | 
| fade of the fea, are my Father's : If my fieet Lord Jelus | 
would bud my ſufferings, with a new meaſure of grace, I were 
a rich man; but I have not now of a long time found ſuth high 
ſpring_-tidgs, as formerly. The ſea is out, and the wind of 
bis Spirit calm, and I cannot buy a wind, or, by requeſting the 
ea cauſe it to flow again; only, I wait on, upon the banks 
| ſhore-{de, till the Lord ſend a full-ſea, that with up-lails 
|.  I'may lift up Chriſt ; Yet ſorrow for his abſence is ſweet j 

and fighs, with, ſaw je him whom my ſcul lovetb ? have their 
own delights: Oh that I might gather hunger againſt his 
Jong-looked-for return! Well were my ſoul, if Chriſt were 
the element, mine own element, and that I loved and breath- 
in him, and if I could: not live without him: I allow not 
aughter upon my ſelf, when he is away; yet he never leaveth 
the houſe, but he leaveth drink-money behind him, and a paws 
That he will return : Wo, wo to me, if he ſhould go- away, 
and take all his flitting with him: even to dream of him is 
_Iwcet. To build a houle of pining wiſhes for his retutn, to 
I - ſ{pinout a web of ſorrow, and care, ee and ſighs, 
either dry or wet, as they may be, becauſe he hath no leiſure 
(if / may ſpeak ſo) to make a viſit, or to ſee à poor friend, | 
Hweetneth and refreſheth the thoughts of the heart. A miſty 
de will ſtand for rain, and do ſome good, and keep ſome | 
; -greenneſs in the herbs, till our Lord's: clouds rue upon the 
| earth, and ſend down a watring of rain: Truly, / think 
{ Chrilt's miſty dew a welcome meilage from heaven, till my 1 
Lord's rainfall: Wo, wo is me for the Lord's Vineyard in N 
Soeitland. Howbeit the Father of the houſe embrace a child, { 
and feed him, and kiſs him; yet it is ſorrow. and ſadneſs to the ] 
Ehildren. that our poor Mather hath gotten her leave, and that c 
dur Father hath given up houle : I is an unheartſom thing, ( 
to ſee our Father and Mother agree fo ill; yet the baſtards, a 
A they be fed, care not. O Lord caſt not water on Scotland's c 
* 
b 
d 
b 
f 


imoaking coal. It is a ftrange gate the ſaints go to heaven; 
Our enemies often eat and drink us, and we go to heaven 
thro” their bellies - and ſtomachs, and they vomit the Church 
of God, undigeſted among their hands ; and even while we 
Are mut up in priſons by them, we 2dyance in cur * 


, 
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Remember my ſervice to my Lord, es kind ſon, "wt. 
kind to me in my bends and was not athamed to own me: 
would be glad, that Chriſt got th- morning ſervice ot his life, 
pow in his young years; it would ſuit him well to 15 
Chriſt his Feen nd green love : Chriſt's ſtamp and feat 
would go far down in 2 young ſoul, if he would receiyeths 
thruſt of Chriſt's ſtamp: I would deſire him, to make ſearch. 
for Chriſt; for nobles now are but dry friends to Chrilt. 
The Peace of GoTaur Father, and the good-will of him * 
dwelt in the buſh, be with your Ladyſpip- 

Aberd. 1637. Tours in bis 1 Lord Feſus, S. . By 


Die Lody CARDONNESS Elder, 


Werthy and welbeleved in the Lord, 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you: [long to hear "FR. 
you in Fas that / may know how Foun ſoul e 
reth. My deſire and longing is, to hear that ye 04 5e 5 1 
Truth, and that ye are content to follow the Jefviled, 
Jovely, Son of : 1 cannot but re LE 24 . = 
you, as your Husband, your Welbeloved, your Portion 
your Comfort, and your 3 Iſpeak this of that lovely O 
beeaule 7 praiſe and commend the foord (as we uſe to ſpeak) 
as J find it. He. hath watred with his ſweet comforts: an 2 4 
rape priſoner: He was always kind to my ſoul, but never ia--; 
ind as now, in my greateſt extremities: I dine ard ſup. FC 
with Chriſt : He viſiteth my ſout with the rien of 33 
in the night watches. I perſwade my ſoul that this is the 
Way to heaven, and his own Truth, I now ſuffer for. Lex. 
hort you, in the name of Chriſt, to continue in the 55 
which I delivered to you: Make Chriſt ſure to your ſoul ; for * 
your day draweth nigh to an end. pang ſlide back now, who - 
ſeemed to be Chriſt's friends, and prove diſhoneſt to him; 
But be ye faithful to the death, and ye ſhall have the . 
of lite. This ſpan-length of your days, whereof the Spirit 
God ſpeaketh, Pſal. xxxix. Will within a ſhort time come 
a finger-breadth, and at length to nothing: O how ſweet a 
comfortable ſhall the feaſt 72 a good conſcience be to you, whett 
your eyc-ſtrings ſhall break, your face wax pale, and the 
breath turn . and your poor ſoul come aghing to the wins 
dous ofthe houſe of clay of your dying bod ſhall long if * 
out, and to have the jaylor to open the —— that the 


ſoner may be ſet at liberty: Ye draw nigh the water- 2 25 


- 
? - - 
* * - 
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your accounts: Ask for your Guide to take you to the o. 
ther fide: let not the world be your portion; what have ye to 
do with dead clay? ye are not a baſtard, but alawful begotten 


child; therefore ſet your heart on the inheritance : go up be 
$ 


fore- hand and fee your lodging; look through all your Fat 


rooms in heaven, in your Father's houſe are many dwellings. 


| 28 : men take a fight of lands ere they buy them. I kek 


iſt hath made the bargain already; but be kind to the 
232 ye are going to, and fee it often: ſet your heart on thingy 
t are above, where Chrzft is at the right hand of God. Stir 


vs your husband, to mind his own country at home; coun: 


him to deal mercifully with the poor people of God 


under him: They are Chrif?'s, and not his; therefore defire 


him to ſhew them merciful dealing and kindneſs, and to be 
good to their ſouls. I defire you to write to me. It may be, 

my pariſh forget me; but my Witneſs is in heaven, I dow 
not, I do not forget them: They are my ſighs in the night, 
and my tears in the day. I think my ſelf like an husband 
plucked from the wife of his youth: O Lord, be my Judge, 


| what joy it would be to my ſoul, to hear that my miniſtry 


hath left the Son of God among them, and that they are walk- 
ing in Chrift ! Remember my love to your ſon and daugb. 


ter; defire them from me to ſeek the Lord in their youth, 


| 

| 

| 0 

and to give him the morning of their days: Acquaint them B 
t 

2 

e 

uv 


with the word of God and prayer. Grace be with you. 

Pray for the priſoner of Chriſt: in my heart 7 forget 

you not. | 
Aberd. March 6.. Tour lam ful and loving Paſtor, in his 
F only Lord Je ſus, S. R. 
— — —— — e TRI: e. 

TM. JAMES HAMILT ON. 5 

| 5 | 0 ; 4; 
Reverend and dearly-beloved in our Lord, RES. he 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. Our acquaintance is W 1; 
neither in bodily preſence, nor in paper; but as ſons of an 


the ſame Father, and ſufferers for the ſame truth. Let no I 
man doubt, but the ſtate of our queſtion, we are now forced WM /; 
to ſtand to by ſuffering exile and impriſonment, is, If Feſu gr 
ſhould reign over bis Kirk or net? O if my ſinful arm could WF ih 
hold the crown on his head, howbeit it ſhould be ſtricken off W £4; 


from the ſnoulder-blade! For your enſuing and feared trial, 
very deareſt in our Lord Jeſus, Alas! what am I to ſpeak, to 
comfort a ſoldier of Chriſt, who hath done an hundred times 

dels SIS 1 TM . . more 


N 5 
N wa” 
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more for that worthy and honourable cauſe, than Ican dol But / 
know, thoſe, whom the world was net worthy of, wandred wp 


af the earth; and that while there is one member of myſti- 
cal Chriſt out of heaven, that member muſt ſuffer ſtrokes, till 
our Lord [elus draw in that member within the gates of the 
nem Jeruſalem, which he ill not fail to do at laſts; for not 
one toe or finger of that body, but it ſhall be taken in within 


ixt the Lan and the Dragon, but ta receive the darts 


5 rather light firſt upon him, and then rebound off him upon 
ſire his ſeryants ? I think it a ſweet nortb- wind, that bloweth 
be firſt upon the fair face of the Chief among ten thouſand, and 
be, then lighteth upon our ſinful and black faces: When once the 
ow wind bloweth off bim upon me, | think it hath a ſweet ſmell of 
ht Chriſt; and fo muſt be ſome more than a ſingle crals. I know, ye 


and have a guard about you, and your attendance and train for 


ige, your ſafety,” is far beyond your purſuers force or fraud; it 
ſtry is good under feud to be near our ware-houſe and ftrong bold. 
alk- Me can do but little to refiſt them, who perſecute us and op- 
4b poſe him, but keep our blood and our wounds to the next 


uth, ceurteday, when our complaints will be read. If this day be 


hem not Chriſt's, I am ſure the morrom ſhall be his. As for any 


you. thing J do in my bonds, when now and then a word falleth 


rget tram me, alas. it is very little! I am exceedingly grieved that 

any ſhould conceive any thing to be in ſuch a broken and 
n his empty reed; let no man impute it to me, that the free and 
R. unbought wind (for I gave nothing for it) bloweth upon an 


with me, down, down with all the excellency of the world; 
and up, up with Chrift : Long, long may that fair One, that 


not. O how glad would I be; if his glory would grow out, 
and ſpring up out my bonds and iufferings ! Certainly ſince 
became his priſoner, he hath won the yolk and beart of 

ſoul: Chriſt is even become a new Chriſt to me, and his love 
greener thanit was; and now | ſtrive no more withhim,his love 
mall carry ĩt away: 1 lay down my ſelf under his love; I de- 


1 will not offer to quit commons with him (as we uſe to ſay) 
for that will not be: All, all for evermore be Chriſt's What 
38S ITT Et 1 0 ü er 


/ 


aud dem in deſerts, and in mountains, and in dens, and caves 


the city. What can be our part, in this pitched: battle be-: 
in patience, that rebound off us upon our {weet Maſter 3 or 


empty reed: Fam his over-burdened | debtor. I cry, down ' 


holy One, be on high; my curſe be upon them that love him 


hre to ling, and to cry, and to proclaim my-ielf,even under the Þ| 
water, in his common, ard eternally indebted to his kindnels: if 


C 
| 44h *£ 


20 Mr. Rutherfoords. Fpili, 181. 
further trials are before me, Iknow not; but I know Chriſt will 
have a ſaved ſoul of me, over on the other fide of the water, 
in the yonder-fide of crofles, and beyond mens wrongs. I had 
but ons eye, and that they have put out: my one joy, next 
to the Flower of my joys, Chrift, was to preach my ſweeteſt, 
ſweeteſt Maſter, and the glory of bis kingdom; and it ſeemed 
no cruelty to them, to put out the poor mans one eye. And now 
I am ſceking about to ſee if. ſuffering will ſpeak my fair One's 
praiſes; and I am fying if a dumb man's tongue can raiſe one 
note, or one of 'Zion's ſprings, to advance my-Welbeloved's 

lory : Oh if he would make ſome glory to himſelf out of 2 

mb priſoner! J go with child of bis word, I carmgt be de- 
livered ; none here will have my Maſter ; alas, What aileth 
them at him? 7 blels you for your prayers; add to them 
praiſes: As I am able, I pay you home. I commend your di- 
ving in Chriſt's teſtament; I would I could ſet out the dead 
Man's Good-will to kis friends, in his {weet teſtament : ſpeak 
a priſoner's bearty commendations to Chriſt; fear not, your 
ten days will over. Theſe that are gathered againſt mount 
Zion, their eyes ſhall melt away in their eye- holes, and their 
tongues conſume away in their mouths, and Chriſt's withered 
garden ſhall grow green again in Scotland: My Lord Jo 

th a word bid in heaven for Scotland, not yet broug . 


Aberd. July 7. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
—— —.— — ang arooeeen—n nent amrenoennd 
. 8 To Mrs. STEWART. 
 Miftreſs, 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I am forry that ye 
take it ſo hardly, that I have not written to you. I am 
judged to be that which I am not: I fear, if I were put in the 
fire, I ſhould melt away, and fall down in fheards of painted tb 
nature; ior truly I have little ſtuff at home, that is worth the I ar 
eye of God's ſervants. If there be any thing of Chriſt's in S: 
me (as I dare not deny ſome of his work) it is but a ſpunk of i gl 
borrowed fire, that can ſcarce warm my ſelf, and bath little WW an 
heat for ffanders-by : I would fain have that. which ye and ho 
others believe I have; but ye are only witneſſes to my outer- I for 
fide, and to ſome words in paper: O that he would give me C 
more than peper-grace or tongue-grace | Were it not that want 
ineth me, I ſhould have ga ed-houſe, and gone a begging I n: 
es fine; bus Ctuilh hath left ms with ſome hunger * 
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ms If oni | 


' this languor and pining love for Chriſt ; and no marvel, for 


more hot than wiſe, and is ready often to ſay, 
ed for me, as 1 do for him, we ſhould not be long in meet 


ing; and if be loved my company as well as I do his, even 
— I am writing thus letter to you, we ſhould flee in 
other's arms ; But I know, there is more will than wit, in 


Chriſt's love would have hot harveſt, long ere midſummer. 
But if I have any love to him, Chriſt hath both love to me, and 
wit to guide his love; and I fee, the beſt thing I have, hath 
23 much droſs beſide it, as might curſe me and it both; and 
if it were for no more, we have need of a Saviour to pardon 
the very faults, and diſeaſes, and weakneſs of the new man, 
and to take away (to ſay lo) our godly fins, or the fins of ou 
ſanctification, and the droſs and ſcum of ſpiritual love; wo, 
wo is me! O what need is there then of Chriſtꝰ's calling to 
ſcoure and cleanſe, and waſh away an ugly old body of ſin, 
the very image of Sutan! I know nothing ſurer, than that 
there is an office for Chriſt among us: 1 wiſh for no other 
heaven, in this ſide of the laſt ſea that I muſt croſs, than 
this ſeryice of Chriſt, to make my blackneſs beauty, my dead.. 
neſs life, my guiltineſs ſanctification. I long much for that 1 
day, when I will be holy: O what ſpots are yet unwaſhen # , 
O that I could. change the skin of the Leopard and the Moor, 
and niffer it with ſome of Chriſt's fairneſs ! Were my hlack- 
neſs and Chriſt's beauty carded throwgh-other (as we uſe to 
e. his beauty and holineſs would eat up my filthineſs: 
ut Oh I have not caſten old Adam's bew and colour yet? I 
trow, the beſt of us hath a ſmell yet of the old lothſom body 
of An and 88 : Happy are they for evermore, who 
can employ Chriſt, and ſet Ns blood and death on work, to 
make clean work, to God, of foul ſouls. Þ know, it is our ſin, 
that would have ſan&ification on the ſunny-ſide of the hill, 
and holineſs with nothing but ſuminer, and no croſles at all. 
Sn hath made us as tender, as if we were made of paper or 
glaſs. I am often thinking, what I would think of Chriſt | 
and burning quick together, of Chriſt and torturing, ank 
hot melted lead in at mouth and navel; yet 1 have 
ſome weak experience, (but very weak indeed) that —_— 
Chriſt and hell's torments were married together, andif there 
were no finding of Chriſt at all, exceps I went to hell's fur- 
nace, that there, and in no other place, I could meet with 
bim I trow, if I-were, as I have been ſince I Nn his pri- 
ſoner, I would beg lodging for God's ſake Tg ( 
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9 Mr. Ruthefoord's. Epift. 182 
nace, that I might rub ſouls with Chriſt. - But, God bs 
thanked, I ſhall find him in a better lodging: We pet Christ 
better cheap than ſo; when he is rouped to us, we get him 

but with a ſhower of ſummer-troubles in this tife, as ſweet 
and as ſoft to believers as a May-dew. I would have you and 
my ſelt, helping Chriſt myſtital to weep for his. Wife; and O 
that we could mourn for Chriſt buried in Scotland, and for 
his two\ſla;n witneſſes killed, becauſe they propheſicd ! If we 
could ſo importune and folicite God, our buried Lord and 
his two buried witneſſes ſhould riſe again: Earth, and clay, 
and It one will not bear down Chriſt and the goſpel in Scotland. 
I know not, if I will ſee the ſecond Temple and the glory of 
it ; but the Lord hath deceived me, if it be not to be reared 
up again. I would with to give Chrifl his welcome - bome 
again: My bleſſing, my joy, my glory and love be on the 
Home-comer. I find no better uſe of ſuffering, than that 
Chriſt's winnowing putteth chaff and corn in the ſaints to 
ſundry places, and diſcovereth our droſs from his gold, ſo as 
corrupt ion and grace are ſo ſeen, that Chriit ſaith in the fur- 
nace, That is mine, and this is ours: The ſcum and the 
grounds, thy ſtomach againſt the perſecutors, thy impatience, 
thy unbelief, thy quarrelling, tbeſe are thine ; and faith, en- 
: waiting, love, joy, courage, are mine. Oh let me die one of 

Chriſt's on-waiters, and one of his attendants! I know your 
heart and Chriſt are married together, it were not good to 
make a divorce. Rue not of that meeting and marriage with 
fo: a Husband. Pray for me his priſoner. - Grace, grace be 

Aberd, 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus. S. R. 
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Te M. HUGH MACK AILEL. 
F Sehne 

Reverend and dear Brother, K. 1 * I 1 i, 0 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I received” your let 
ter, I hleſs you tor it: My diy root would take more 
dew and fummer-rain than it getteth, were it not Chriſt will 
| have dryneſs and deadneſs in us to work upon; if there were 
nv timber to work upon, art would die and never be ſeen: 1 
ſee, grace hath a field to play upon, and to courſe up and 
down in our wants, ſo that Lam oſten 2 God, not 
Utineſs,- but for guiltineſs for Chriſt, to whet and ſharpes 
bis grace upon. I am half content to have boils for my 
| Jelus's plaiſters : Sickneſs hath this ad vantage, chat it dra 
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our ſweet Phyſician's hand, and his holy and ſoft fingers, to 
touch our withered and Ieper-ckins: it is a bleſſed fever, that 
fetcheth Chrift to the bed-fide. I think my Lord's How deft 
thou with it, ſick body? is worth all my pained nights: Sure- 


ly, have no more for Chriſt, but emptineſs and want; take | 
or leave, he will get me no otherwiſe: I mult ſell my ſelf, and 


my wants to him, but I have no price to give for him: if he 


would put a fair and real ſeal apon tis love to me, and beſtow . 
love, (which I would faineſt 


upon me a larger ſhare of Chrift's 
be in hands with of any thing, l not heaven it ſelf) 1 
ſhould go on ſighing and ſinging under his croſs : But the worſt 
is, many take me for ſome body, becauſe the wind blowethupon 
2withered priſoner; but the truth is, 7 am both lean and thin 
in that, Wenn 


faith ; and, inſtead of the hot ſun-ſhine, be content to walk 
under a cloudy ſhadow, with more grief and ſadneſs, to 


have more faith, and a fair occaſion of letting forth and com- 


mending Chrift, and to make that lovely One, that fair One, 


that ſweeteſt and deareſt Lord Jeſus, marłet- ſweet for ma- 


ny ears and hearts in Scotland :- And if it were in my 


power, to roup Chriſt to the three kingdoms, and withal 
to perſwade buyers to come, and to take ſuch ſweet wares 
as Cbriſt; I would think to have many ſweet bargains 
betwixt Chriſt and the ſons of men. I would, I could be 
humble, and go with a low fail; © I would I had defires 


with wings, and running upon wheels, ſwift and active, 
and ſpeedy, in longing tor Chriſt's honour : But I know 
my Lord is as wiſe here, as I dow be thirſty; and infi- 
nitely more zealous of his honour, than I can be hungry for 
the manifeſtation of it to men and angels: But Oh that my 
Lord would take my deſires off my hand, , and add a thouſand- 
fold more unto them, and ſow": ſpiritual inclinations upon 
them, for the'coming of Chriſt's kingdom to the ſons of men, 
that they might be higher'and deeper, and longer and broader! 


For my longeſt meaſures are too ſhort for Chriſt, my depth is 


ebb, and the breadth of my affections to Chriſt narrowed and 
rn O for an engine and a wit, to preſcribe ways to men, 


Chriſt might be AN, in all the world ! Wit is here be- 


kind affection, and affection beliind abligation- Oh how At- 
tle dow I give to Chriſt, and hom much bath he ꝝiven me! 
Oh that I could; ſing grace 's praiſes, and love's praſſes l Ser- 
ing I was Ide a 2 


5 


— 


many believe 7 abound.. I would (if bar- 
tering were in my power) niffer joy with Chriſt's love” and 


— | —— — 
9 Mr. Ratherfoond's Epiſt. 137; 
ö ! 
| he laws court for 1 and found challenges that * ; 
now I deny that, judge's power ; for I am Grace's man; 
Id not worth a drink of water of the law, or of any lor 
eſus: And till I bethougbt me of this, I was ſlain vith 
Hur Jeſus: and fears and terrors. I raile the new co 
and the new Landlerd, and the new Salvation, purchaſed ig 
6 his Name, and at his inſtance. Let the old man, if be 
pleaſe, go make his moan to the law, and ſcek 
: —.— decauſe he is condemned in that court, [I hope, 
- "the new man, and I, and Chriſt together ſhall not be hin 
and this is the more ſoft, and the more eaſie way for me, nf 
for my croſs together : Secing Chriſt Engarh. my welcome 
home, and * et] me in, and maketh ſhort counts, and ſhor 
work of reckoning betwixt me and my Judge, I muit b 
Chriſt's man, and his tenant, and ubs to is court: 
am ſure, ſuffering for Chriſt could not be born otherwile ; 
but I give my hand and my faith to all, who would ſuffer for 
_ Chriſt, they ſhall be well bandled, and fare well in the- ſame 
way, that I have found the crols eaſie and light. Grace be 
with you. | 
7d. July 8. 1637. Tears i in his ſmeet Lord Jeſut. S. K 
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| Eke ner 4 peace be to you! If Chin 
| ace, mercy an to you were 'as 
by: -* G am, that — could work upon him to alter him, or that 
= the morrow could be a new day to R or bring W 1 0 
upon him, as it is to me a new day, I could not keep 3 bay 
cer acovenant with him: but I find Chriſt to be Chriſt, and 
that be is far, far, rn infinite heavens height above manz 
| i and that is all our bap Sinners can do nothing, but 
1. A Lands, — a0 may heal them; and make debts, 
ys fer pay them ; and —— falls, that he may raiſe them; 
— —— eaths, that he ma quicken them; and fpin ou 
er dig helk for themſelves, * he may ranſom them. Now 
. bleſs the Lord, that ever there was ſuch a thing as the 
of God, and a free ranſom given for ſold ſouls : Or 
9 1 guiltineſs maketh me aſhanied to apply Chriſt, andi 
EEE ide in me, to put out my unclean and. withe herel 
8 a Saviour! But it is neither ſhame nor pride: for 
3 — — man to ſwim to a rock, nor for a ſhip-brokdh ſonh 
25 .46.rungunſclt aſhore . Suppoſe oncę > Lhe gui 
ob 
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ne ys” 


"Ii: Me... "LETTER 
1.4; 0 ; 
| 8 go by Cbri "We 


ers beg. from. the richer j and 
bo is fo gs * gee ? g 
nne gold f 55 en, it is our beſt { let guilti - 
. hels a 455 it "iſter I have no mean under the co 
A " but to creep in lowly, and. lubmiſfively. with 
a e e 
name and r O bow worthy is my feckle 
light ting and how Bat Be deſer ved it at my hands, that 
is hon and Tory, 1 ſhould Jay * back under ſeven 
ihe eat all me to that alas n 
ip, 1 7578 ground. through er of water: I am. 
anded, and my love is ſanded ; I find not how to, bring i it on 
gia: it 1s 5, Hh. and dead, that I ſee 1705 bow to brig * 
„Fu the meeting t my love ha 
inp e, 155 Arps 5 | have . Ci rift, and yet; 
want love boy mY '1 11 2 : lovely and deſirable Lord, Who: 
is loye-worthy, and wha Wee — love and heart, and 7, 
have nothing to giye bim. Hear Brother, come further in on, 
Chriſt; an ſee à new treaſure in him: come in, and lock 
and ſee angel s Wender, and heaven and earth's wonder 


Jou not: pray for me, chat our Lord would. be pleaſed. to ſend 
me imong you . os franghted and full of Chriſt Grace, 
ka be with 5 ou, 


LE Aberd. — Tears i in his ſore Lerd Feſus,. 8. 8 
phe To 27 0 11 * B E "4 *. e 4 8 . 
or 1 tro Ffiend, 3 


T Race, mercy and ths to you: 1 have 18 eee and 


| man 5 N long expected your letter; but, if ye be tn we foul and. 
4 y, 1 am the leſs lolicitous.. 9 you in t 4 
2 lus, to mind your country above; and now, w e age, 


5 twilight going before the darkneſs of the — — the 
ing low of your ſun before your night; is now come upon. 
a. „ wich 815 e put your ſoot in the ſhip, and, and } 
tirn-your back of thi Au Man y axe bog Ned with this, that 
they are free enen aft Ying abominations ;- but the + 
tree that bringeth not forth. ge Na Is far the brag 
that i is not born again, A enter intb the king 
common honeſty will not take men to heaven: 4 
Wald think they be == 3:6 who had 


of 


-— Sl 


_ 
325, 
take in 


ofloye, erat ani + and ; excellency.; in him. | fo er | 


is ſo'tich as he who ſelleth 4 


326 Mr. Rut berfoonds Epiſt. 28 
night, through the terrors of in their ſoul, or a fore 
heart for fm. I know, the Lord hath given you light, and 
the knowledge of his will; but that is not all, neither wifi 
that do your turn : I wiſh you an awakned ſoul, and that ye 
beguile not your ſelf, in the matter of your ſalvation. My 
dear Brother, ſearch your ſelf with the candle of God, and try 
if the life of God and Chriſt be in you: Salvation ĩs not 
caſten to every man's door: many are carried over ſea and 
land, to a far country, in a ſhip, whileas they ſleep much of 
the way; but men are not landed at heaven ſleeping : The 
righteous are ſcarcely ſaved ; and many run as faſt, as either 
ye or I, who miſs the prize and the erown : God me 
Salvation, and ſave me from „ and 1 ſeek no 
more: Men think it but a ſtryde, or ſtep over to heaven; 
but when ſo few are ſaved, even, of a number like the ſand of 
the ſea, but a hand ful and a remnant, (as God's word faith) 
What cauſe have we to ſhake our ſelves out of our ſelves, ind 
to ask our _ ſoul, Whither goeft thou? Where ſhalt thog 
lodge at night? Where are thy charters and writs of thy 
| beavenly inheritance? T have known a man turn a key ina 
door, and Jock it by : Many men leap over (as they think) and 
leap in. O ſee! ſee that ye give not your falvation à wr 
s8ff, and think all is well, and leave your ſoul looſe and un- 
certain: Look to your building, and to your ground-ſtone, 
and what ſigns of Chriſt are in you, and ſet this world behind 
your back. It is time now in the evening, to ceaſe from your 
ordinary work, and high time to know of your lodging at 
night: it is your ſalvation that is in dependance, and that is 
a great and weighty buſineſs, though many make light of the 
matter. Now, the Lord enable you by his Grace to werk it 
. out. E | | | 
Aberd. 1637. Tour lawful and loving Paſtor, S. Re. 
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Te WILLIAM GOR DON of Robertoun. | 
Bear Brether, | 


Race, mercy and peace be to you : So often as /think on 
Jour cafe, in our ſoldiers night-watch, and of our fight- 
ing-life in the fields, while we are here, I am forced to lay, 
er in a dungeon, condemned by a judge to want the 

un and moon and candle. till. their dying day, 
no note nay not fo much, to be pitaed as we ate; f 
their life, they bate their priſon: but we feln 


— 


AF 8, LA ASA AKA 


* 


N 


en; 
< 0 
1 

mw 


SZ @<CETTERSE T9 
priſos, Where we fes little, to drink our ſelves drum 
| We weak dreams ; and we long 
jor no better life than this: but at the blaſt of the laſt trum 
deg bear of the Arch-angel, when God ſhall take 
un the Thepherd's tent of this fading world, we ſhall not 
have fo much as a drink of water, of all the dreams that we 
now build on. Alas that the ſharp and bitter blaſts on face 
and fides, which meet us in this life, have not learned us 
mortification, and made us dead to this world We buy our 
own lorrow, and we pay dear for it, when we ſpend out our 
love, our Joy, our deſires, our confidence, upon an handful of 
ſnow and ie, that time will melt away to nothing, and go 
thirſty out of the drunken inns, when all is done : Alas thar 
we enquire not for the clear tountain; but are ſo fooſiſh, as to 
drink tou}, mutdy and rotten waters, even till our bed- time 
and then in the reſurrection, when we ſhall be awakned, our 
yeiternight's ſowre drink and ſwiniſh dregs ſhall rift . 
us; and ſick, ſick ſhall many a ſoul be then: / know no wWholſom 
fountain but one; / know not a thing worth the buying, bu 
heaven. And my own mind is, if compariſon were made be- 
twize Chriſt and heaven, I would ſell heaven with 1 | 
and buy Chriſt. Oh if / could raiſe the market for Chriſt,and 
beighten the market a pound for a peny, and cry up Chriſt 
in m ns eſtimation, ten thouſand talents more than men think 
of him! but they are ſhaping him, and crying him down, 
and valuing him at their unworthy half-peny ; or. elſe er- 
changing and bartering Chriſt with the miſerable old fallen 
houſe of this vain world; or then they lend him out upob 
intereſt, and play the uſurers with Chriſt : becauſe rv 2 
feſs him, and give out before men, that Chrift is their Treas 
ſure and Srock and in the mean time; praiſe of men, and a 
name, and cafe, and the ſummer-ſun of the Goſpel, is the 
uſury they would be at: ſo when the trial cometh, they quit 
the tock for the intereſt, and Toſe all. Happy are 
who can keep Chriſt by himſtlt alone, and keep him clean an 
whole, till God come and count with them. 7know, in yout 
bard at 1257 trials long ye thought well and Wil 9 
of riß; but truly no croſs ſhould be old to us: We ſhou'd 
bot forget, them, becauſe years are com.” bet wirt us and them: 
and cal} them by-hand, as ws do old clothes; we may mae 
a croſs old in Hine, new in uſt, and as fruitful, 28 in n 
beginnipg.of it, God is where and what, be was, level years 
440, Whatever change be in us 1 pen nor” this, a5 f 
2 : 


* 


| ' Ratherſoord's Epit. 186 
heught, ye had fatgotten-what. Got Gp hate your-w 
pg lince ; but that ye may awake, your ſelf, 3 
age, and remember fruitfully of Ohriſts ft woong awd 
wg of y ial 2 love, both with fire and Water; K an ti — 
anſwer, or if ye be yet to give him it; i 
. that water runneth not Ede 17 a . — ; 
warnings ſlip. from us : for I, have *. 45 caſten 
many ſummonſes, the Lord ſent to me | 
hath given me double charges; that, PI 
rive me. I bleſs bis great Name, who, is ——_ 
ing-in croſſes upon me, buy endeth large! bis Sas: chat be 
may ſave me from this world. How. plentiful God 
is in means of this kind, i — by many, ope of God's 
unkind mercies; but Chriſt's croſs is neither a nor un- 
mercy, but the love: token of a Father. I am fure, a 
loyer chafing us for our well, and to have our Jove, ſhould not 
de run eway from, or fled from. God ſend me no worſe avercy, 
than the ſanctified croſs of Chriſt, portendeth ; and Fam ſure, 
I ſhould be happy and bleſt. Play for me, that I may find 
houſe-room in * Lord's houſe, to ſpeak in his name. Re- 
F my deayeſt love in Chriſt to your wife. Grace, grace 
wit 
Aberd. "1636. . is bi eee. Lord 2 S. R. 
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- from God's our d Father, and A 


be that Chriſt want ſol - 
and ſhall not be able to 15 for himſelf. Madam, o 
4 obligation to Chriſt are not ſmall ; the freedom 
grace and vation. is the wonder of man * en 
erey in our Lord ſcorneth hire: Ye are bound to lift 
— 2 who e you eyes to diſcern the devil, now 
in his whites, and the idol 10 and wpolaſy of the 
waſhen with fair Prexerices;: but, . thin black, 
bad the water ful : It were art, I conteſs, to Nan 4 black 
leril apd make him white. I am in ſtrapge up's 2 and down's, 
1 8 4 . loſe ground: 1 am put oſten to fim · 


and again my f are Fin the RE wa”. 
. #2 egg 5 | | 
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A. 286 , LET Fa fey 
my ſelf: e ſet me ſee f r t 3 
1. The ſupper e 
with the roy 521 K lory⸗ Meg 
ing drink, th this ry 1 75 
bioweth 4 kiſs afar OF 66 h i 
Zion, 1 ſenderh me hut — — 
meet, I alu HY" 9 5 17255 * What it 
be, the Faireſt amo FS lay a King 
feet loft check TY cheeks of ſinners. O ti 
2 o ſwiftly, and et Lord Jelus, po 
ng, like 4 young ＋ * or on the. moyntain\" 
e I think, we eeuc een the carefully, 
look often how low the ſub is: For love hath no 5% it 
png. painsd in it ſelf, till it come in grips with the 
oved./ 2. I find Chritts abſence, love's ficktieſs;" and 
death: The — that bloweth out of the airth, een, 
Lord Jefus „is fyycet-ſmelled," loft, Joyful, and heart- 
ſom to a ſoul woes ui abſence. It is 2 ninful battle, fot 
afoul fick of love, to fight with abſence and delays: 's 
net yet, is à flounding of all the joints and iths of the" ſyul 3 
2 nod of his head, when he is under à mask, would be half a 
wn; to ſay, Fool, what zieth thee's N if ores hoe 
to a'de man; I am often in my dumb Sabbathꝭ 
2 new plea with my Lord Jefus, God e net and I 
if there be let tel te ee 5 black wand 
my cup. For the third thing, I have ſeen my-abomirale ne. 
nels; 1 were well known, there would none in this kin 
tom au how 7 dos . n ures ten to be an —.— but 
am 2 ypoerite ower profeſſor every om 
believeth, God k I feign nor: Au F think, my rec- 
z on the one pg written'in' t letters, and his mer- 
to ſuch a forlorn wretched d. gur on the othet;. mori 
2 miracle. If 1 could get m 
rance, I trow, I * 


er- nds upon a full: aſus. 5. 
Ak heey 
gall; and upon my air 


eſp might be ae excyſod i 
erp one in this ta de ny imer But Rn am o,le 
of them, Who have made great ſale and 2 free market to free 
ie If I could be avid, is 1 would fain believe, ſure I am, 
have given Chriſt's blood, his free grace and the bowels of 
his mercy, a large field to work upon, and Chriſt hach -. 

ited his art (L date not hy, 20 1 uttermoſt; for he ban, 13 
de would, forgive all the devils ä 
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| » pity me | 
For, whatever / r of ſinners, a devil, 
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| | and peace be to. you : I rejoice, that 
4 be quit of Chriſt, ( may ſpeak ſo ) but 
{| mull, be will hare you: Betake your felf toChrift, #7 4 
| | * 8 : J : 4 9 r i Brother, 
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Bpiſt. 188. LET T ERS. 33; 

Brother. It is à great buſineſs to make quit of ſuperfluities, 
and of thoſe things which Chriſt cannot dwell with. I am 
content with my own croſs, that Chriſt hath made mine by 
an eternal lot, becauſe it is Chriſt's and mine together. 7 
maryel not, that winter is without heaven; for there is no 
winter within it: All the faints therefore have their own 
meaſure of winter, hefore their eternal ſummer. Oh for the 


long day, and the high ſun, . and the fair garden, and the 


King's great City up above thele viſible heavens! What God 
layeth 4 let me | For ſome have one croſs, ſome ſe ven, 


ſome ten, ſome half a croſs; yet all the ſaints have whole and 


full joy, and ſeven eroſſes have {even joys. 
with me (to ſpeak ſo) and 


Chriſt is cambred 
croſs, but the falleth not 


me, we are not at variance. 7 find the very glooms of Chriſt's 


wooing a foal, fiveet and lovely; I had rather have Chriſt's 
buffet and love-ſtroke, than another king's kiſs : Speak evil 
of Chriſt who will, / hope to die with love-thoughts of him. 
Oh that there are ſo few tongues in heaven and earth to ex- 
tol him | [ wiſh his praifes go not down amongſt us: Let not 
Chriſt be low and lightly eſteemed, in the midſt of us ; but 
let all hearts and all tongues caſt in their portion, and contri- 
bute ſomething, to make him great in mount Zion. Thus 
recommending you to his grace, and remembring my love to 
your wife and mother, and your kind brother R. B. and en- 


treating you to remember my bonds, I reſt | 
Aberd, Sept. 8. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſu, S. R 


To the Laird MON CRIE F E. 


Much honoured Sr 
8 merey and peace be to you: Although not acquaint, 

yet at the deſire of your worthy Siſter, the Lady Leys, 
and upon the report of your kindnels to Chriſt, and his op- 
preſſed truth, I am bold to write to you, earneſtly deſiring 
you to join with us (ſo many as in thcſe bounds profels 
Chriſt ) to wreſtle with God, one day of the week, 2 
the Wedneſdays, for mercy to this fallen and decayed Kirk, 
and to ſuch as ſuffer for Chriſt's name, and for your own ne- 
ceſſities, and the neeeflities of others, who are by covenant 
engaged in that buſineſs: For we have no other armour in 
theſe evil times but prayers, now when wrath from the Lor 
is gone out againſt this backlliding land; for ye know, we. 
Gn have xo true publick y_ neither arc the true cauſes of 
| SP our 


332 Mr;Rutherfoord's —Ppilt. 188. 
dur humiliation Ever laid befors the people. Now, very wor. 
, Thy Sir, I am glad in the Lord, that thę Lord reſerveth any 
of your place, or of note, in this time of common apoſtaſy, 
to come forth in publicks, to bear Chriſt's name  beiore men, 
when the great, men think, Chriſt 2 cumberiom neighbour, 
and that religion carrjcth hazards, trials and cutions 
with it. I p-riwade my ſelt, it is your glory ind your gar- 
land, and Kal be yaur joy in the day of Chriſt, and the 
ſtanding of your houle and A to inherit the earth; that 
you truly and ſincerely profeſs ( | 

whom the ather hath crowned in mount Zion, is weak, 
that he cannot do {or himſelf, and his own cauſe. / verily 
believe, they are bleſſed, who can hold the crown upon his 
head, and carry up the train of his, robe-royal, and that he 
ſhall yet be victorious and triumph in this land. It is our 

to back aur royal King, howbeit there were not ſix in all the 
land to tollow him. it is wiſdom no to take up, and diſcern 
che devil, and the Antichriſt, coming out in their whites, and 
the apo aſ and idolatry,of this land, waſhen with foul wa- 


white. For my ſelf, Fir, I have bought a ples againſt Chriſt, 
fince- I came hither, in judging my princely Maſter angry at 
me, hecauſe I was caſt, out of the Vineyard, as a withered 
Fer my dumb ſabbaths working me much ſorrow: But / 


crols of Christ; and therefore I paſs from my raſh plea : Wo, 
wo is me, that I ſhould have received a ſlander of Chriſt'ʒ 
love to my ſoul. And for all this, my Lord Jelus hath for- 
given all, as not willing to be beard with ſuch a fool, and is 
content to be, as it'were, confined with: me, and to. bear me 
company, and to feaſt a poor, oppreſſed priſoner. And now 
J write it under my hand, iVorthy Sir, that. I think well and 
honourably, of this croſs of Chriſt : I wonder, that he, will 
take any glory from the like of me; I find. that when he but 
ſendeth his hearty commendations to me, and but bloweth a 
kiſt afar off, J am confounded with wondring, what the 
Supper of the Lamb will. be, up, in our... Father's, dining- 
palace of glory, ſince the four-hours in his diſmal ilderneſs, 
and, when. in priſons, and in our ſad days, à kiſs of Cbriſt is 
ſo tomfortable,'O how ſweet and glorious; ſhall our caſe be, 
when that Faireſt among the ſons of men fhall lay his fair 
_ face to our now. ſinful faces, and wipe away all tears from our 
Des O time, time, run ſwiftly and haſten this 20 ! 2 
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hrift .: Neither is our King, 


fer : I contels it is zrt to waſh the. devil, till his skin be 


e now, ſorrow hath not eyes to read love, written upon the * 
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LETT ERS, 333 
like 4 roe, Bart 

ind os, fe fallen in love Br ap ber 
weet is the wind, that bloweth out of 
e ai ig ce, Every day we may tee fome new 

thing in Chriſt, his love hath neither brim nor bottom. Oh 
1 1 to praiſe him! He knoweth, if my ſufferings 
and eneourage others to ſtand faſt for the 
eme —_— Chrift, my wages then are 

our fuprs 'to love that: never-enough 


 Chrift, is fair before the wind, and with full 
* upon Chrift ; and I hope to loſe nothing in this 
furnace but droſs; for Chriũ can triumph in à weaker man 
» he than J am, if there be any ſuch: And when all is done, his 

2 leaveth me under ſuch debt to Chriſt” 
yy as I can neither ipal nor intereſt. Oh if he would 
dern comprige my ſelf; and. if I were ſold to him as a bond e 
and . kis houſe and fire- ſide 
wa- for Þ have to render to him! Then, after me, let no. 
1. be man think hard af Chr ids ſweet croſs; for I would not 


ay +: find now, that e the faith of the ſaints, under 


riſt, chavga my ſighs with the painted laughter of all —_ advertes 


ry at. ries. I deſire grace and 
ered the brink, till the water 


to wait on, and to lie upon 
and flow. I know he is falt c. 


ut / ing. Sir, Ye will excuſe my boldneſs, and till it caſe God 1 
you, ye have the prers of priſoner of Chriſ, to whom L 
recommend: you, · and in whom 


Aberd. 3 14. 1637. Parr at obedience in f 8. R. 
To "_ O. H N 0 L AR K. 


Loving Brother, 9 41 30 15 © 

Old faſt Chriſt "without wavering, and contend for the 
faith, becauſe Chriſt is not eaſily gotten nor kept: The 

lazie profeflor hath put heaven (as it were) at the very next 
door, and thinketh to fly up to heaven in his bed, and in 
a night- dream; but truly, that is not ſo eaſie 2 thing, as | 
moſt men helieve : Chriſt himſelf did ſweat, ere he won ris 
city, howheit he was the free- born Heir. It is chriſtianity, 


before God; and to live and ſerve God, 5 — there were 


to eye you. Any little grace that ye have, ſee that it be 
lound and true: Ye may put a difference betwirt you and 
repro- 


\ 


* ; — 
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my heart, to be ſincere, unfeigned, honeſt and upright-hearted 
not one man or woman, in all the world dwelling beſide vou, 


334 Mr. ' Ritberfoord's Epilt. 199; 
reprobates, if ye have theſe marks. 1. If ye prize Chriſt 
his truth ſo, as ye will ſell all and buy him, and ſuffer 
it. 2. If the love of Cbriſt kee you back 


and bear the werd with 


n N 


dexed, 

you. Perſwade your lf, 

— is the way of peace and comfort, I now ſuffer for: 

L dare go to death and into eternity with it; though men may 

rad ſeek another way. Remember me in your prayers, and 
e ſtate of this Church. Grace be with you. 
Alerd. 1637. War Soul's welwiſber, S. R. 
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Much honoured Sir, © © | 
1 Long to hear how your ſoul proſpereth: I wonder that 
ye write not to me; for the Holy Ghoſt beareth me wit- 
neſs, I cannot, I dare not, I dow not forget you, nor the ſouls 
of thoſe with you, who are redeemed by the blood of the great 
Shepherd: Le are in my heart in the night-watches, ye are 
joy and crown in the day of Chriſt. O Lord, bear witnels, i 
my ſoul thirſteth for any thing out of heaven, more than for 
your ſalvation: Let God a an even balance, and ty 
me in this. Love heaven, let your heart be on it: Up, up 
and viſit the new land, and view the fair City, and the white 
throne and the Lamb, the Bride's Husband, in his Bride 
rocm's clothes ſitting on it: it were time, your ſoul caft it 
If and all your ens upon Chrif}. - I beſeech you by the 
wcunds of your Redeemer, and by your compearance 1 
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my | / 
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him, and by the ſalpat ian 
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| your ſoul, loſe no mare 
run faſt, for it is ate: God bath ſworn by himſelf, who made 
the wald nd time, That time fhall be no more, Rev. x. Ye 
are now upon the very border of the other 8 Jour Lord 
cannot b: blamed. for not giving A warning: have taught 
the truth of Chris Ire, liyered unto you the w 
counſel of God, and I have ſtood before the Lord for you, a 


I ſhall yet till Han: Awake, awake to do righteouly, - 


Think Lt he pale of the backs cad dehey, that or 00 
your 2, by oppreſſing any, or being rigorous to 8 
== under you: Remember how > to walk 
before you in this matter, as an example. Bebold, here am 1, 
witneſs againſt me, before the Lord aud bis Anvinted, whoſe 
ox + wh.ſ: aſs have I taken? Whom baue 1 defraude Fi 
bam have I cppreſſed? Who knoweth how my ſoul feedetli 
upon a good - conſcience, When I remember how I N 
You in eeding the Lambs of Chriſt? At my firſt entry hi- 
bad 


Igrant, / tack: a ſtomach againſt my Lord, becaule he 
caiten me over the dike of the Vineyard, as a dry. tree, 


— — 


1 


and woud haye no more of my ſervice: 2 Sabbath 


broke my heart, and I would not be comforte now he, 
wh. my ſoul loveth, is come again, and it 7 ar it him ta 
kajt me with the kiſſes of his love: A King dineth with me, 
and his ſpikenard caſteth a ſweet ſmell. The Lord my Wit: 
nes is above, that I write my heart to you, I never knew, 
by my nine years preaching, ſo much of Chriſt's love, as he 
hath taught me in Aberdeen, by fix months impriſonment. 
1 charge you in Chriſts Name, help me to praiſe, and ſhew that 
cop e and country, the loving kindneſs of the Lord to my 

that ſo my ſufferings may ſome way preach to them, 
when / am ſilent. He hath made me know now, better thah 
before, what it is to be crutifed to the world : I would nat 
now give 4 drivh of cold water ior all the world's kindneſs ; 
Tow no ſerviee to it: I am not the fleſh's debtor ; my Lord 
Jeſus bath damted his priſoner, and hath thoughts of love 
con*erning me. I would not exchange my ſighs, with the 
laughing of adverſaries . Sir, I write this to ie 


h ſcaled my ſuffering with the comforts of his Spirit on 
my 1ou! ; and know, hg putteth not his ſeal upon blank paper, 


orm you, that 
© may know, it is the truth of Chriſt I now ſuffer for, and he 


Now, Sir, J haye no comfort earthly, but to know, that I have 


elpouſed, and ſhall preſent a Bride to Griſt in that c ngrega- 


n. Tue Lord hath given you much, and therslorr be wilt 


require 
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equire much of you a __ Number your tälents, and" {es 
| bat ye have ts cid again; ye cannot he enough . 
ſwaded of the ſhortneſs of your time. I charge you to writs 
to me, and in the fear of God be plain with me, whether or 
no ye have made your ſalvation ſure: I am confident, aud 
hope the beſt ; but / know, your De ge Woke ſucks 
are many and deep. Sir, be not beg uiled; le& not Jour 
one thing, (Phil. iii. 13.) your one —— thine; (Luke x. 
42. ) the good part that ſhall nit be taken from you. Look 
beyond time; things here are but mon ſbine; they have but 
childrens wit, whoare delighted with; dows, and deluded 
with feathers fying in the air. Deſire your children, in the 
rning of their life, to begin and ſeek the Lord, And to re- 
ember ber their Creator in the Fae of their youth, (Eccleſ. xii. 
1: ) To cleanſe their way, by taking heed thereto according 
to God's word (Pfal. cxix. 9.) Youth is glaſſie age, Satan 
finds a ſwept chamber (for the moſt part) in ,youth-bood, and 
4 garniſhed lodging for himſelf and 7 rein. Let the 
have the flower of their age; the beſt ſacrifice is due to him: 
inſtruct them in this, that they have a fowl; and that this life 
is nothing in compariſon of eternity; they- will have much 
need of Ea 7 in this world,” to guide them ves 
rocks, upon which moſt men ſplit ; Pos. — 
it cometh ey the hour of death, and theies 
Chrift.  Othat there wer ſuch an heart in them, to Fear th the 
Name of the great and 22142 a God, who bath laid wp great 
thing. 265 that love and fear bim I pray that God 
may be their portion. © Shew others of my Pariſhioners, chat 
I write to them my beſt wiſhes, and the bleſings of their bw: 
| Paſtor ; ſay to them from me, That I beſeteb tbem by the 
bowels of Chriſt, to keep in mind the dodtrine of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus | Cbriſt, which'l 2 them 5 pa r 1 o they 
may lay bold op eternal Jife, fir the faith a; 
the goſpel, and making ſure ſatutin fo "hoſes! wal 
in love, and do righteouſneſs ; ſeek peace, love one another 
wait for the coming of our Maſter and judge: Receive no 
doctrine contrary to that which J delivered tb yow; if ye fall 
away, and forget it, and that cetgebiſiy which 7 taught you, 
and ſo forſake your own mercy, the Lord be Judge betwirt 
you and me, J take heaven and earth to witneſs, that ſuch 
hall eternally periſh; but if they ſerve the Lord, great wil 
their reward be, when they and 7 ſhall avs before Ar Judge- 
Ser grand wp hs monty to meet with God; climb 2 


% 
* 
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your Saviour, calleth on * It may be, God will calt 
vou to your reſt, when Jam far from you; but ye have my 
| 5g and the deſires of my heart, for your ſoul's welfare, He 
that is holy, keep you from falling, and eſtabliſh you, till 


= 1 


his own glorious appearance. r 
4 Aber: 1637. © Dur affectionate and lawful Paſtor, S. R. 
Kan | — 3 
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To CAR DONN ESS Tunger. 


Much honoured Sir, tf ²˙ A er gs be 
Long to hear, whether or not your ſoul be hand-faſted with 
I Chriſt : Loſe, your time no longer; flee the follicsof youth ;/ 
Gird up the Joint of your mind, and make you ready for meet- 
ing the Lord. I have often ſummoned you, and now I ſum- 
mon you again, to compear before your Judge, to make a 
reckoning of your life; while ye have time, lock upon your 
papers, and conſider your mays: O that there were ſuch an 
beart in you, as to think, what an ill conſcience will be to 
you, when ye are upon the border of. eternity, and your one 
foot out of time! O then, ten thouſand thouſand floods of 
tears cannot. extinguiſh theſe flames, or purchaſe to you one 
hour's releaſe from that pain! O how fiveet a day have ye 
had! But this is a fair 45 that runneth faſt away; ſee how 
ye have ſpent * conſider the neceſſity of ſalvatim; and 
tell me (in the fear of God) if ye. have made it ſure: I am 
perſwaded, ye have a conſcience that will be ſpeaking ſome- 
what to you: Why will ye die and deſtroy your ſelf? I charge 
you, in Chriſt's name, to rouſe up your conſcience, and begin 
to indent and eontra&t with Chrift, in time, while ſalvation 
is in your offer: This is the accepted time, this is the the day 
of ſalvation : Play the merchant, for ye cannot expect ano- 
ther market day When this is done; therefore let me again 
beſeech you, To confider, in this your day, the things that be- 
long to 8 before they be hid from your eyes. Dear 
brother, -my jer, and begin to ſeek the Lord, while he 
may be found: Forſake the follies of deceiving and vain youth; 
hy hold upon eternal life. Whoring, night-drinking, and 
mil-ſpending the Sabbath, and neglecting of prayer in your 
betwixt I bouſe, and refuſing of an offered ſaſvation, will burn up your 
at ſuch I foul with the terrors of the Almighty, when your awakneg een - 
eat will I /czence ſhall flee in your face. Be kind and loving to your wife; 
make conſcience of cheriſhing her, and not being rigidly auſterg. 


Sir, I have not à tongue to expreſs the glory * 2 | 
125 25 SAS 4 7 12.5 #0 , | 2 * eh qo FD 77 
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& but a ſhad:w, a ſhort-living 


Aying in t 
Gal? which 


Chriſt, look unto him, and his love ſhati ſo change you, 
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33 Mr. Rutherfoorts Eßpjſt. 7 92 
or you, in your Father's houſe, if ye reform) ar 4 :ngs and 
your heart to return to the Lord. Ye Know, this w 

creature, uſder the /aw 4 
fime ; within leſs than fifty years, when ye lock ba: to it, 
ye ſhall laugh at the eyaniſhing vanities therrot, as t:athers 
air, and as the houſes of ſand within th. fea: 
the children of men are building. Give up 
with courting of this vain world: Seck not the baitard'y 
moyeables, but the Son's heritage in heav n. ak trial of 


ye ſhall be taken with him, and never choſe to go from bi, 
I have experience of his ſweetneſs in this houſe of my 

grimage here: My Witnels, who is above, knoweth, | wou 
not exchange my ſighs and tears, with the laughing of the 
fourteen Prelates : 1 here is nothing will make you 4 Cbriſli- 


àn indeed, but a taſte of the ſweetneſs of Chriit; C. me and 
ſee, will ſpeak beſt to your ſou}. 7 would faiti hope good of 


you : Be not diſcouraged at broken and ſpilt-elo'utions; but 
to it, and to it again: Woo about rift, tiſt yet get your 
ſoul eſpouſed as a chaſte virgin to him; uſe the means of 
profiti with your conſcience, pray 1 fami y, and read 
the word; remember how our Lord's-day was ſpent, wh A 
was among you: It will be a great challeng= to you beiore 
God, if ye forget the good that was done within the walls of 
your houſe, on the Lord's. days, and if ye turn tide a terabe 
faſhions of this world, and if ye 2 in time to the Kirk, 
to wait on the publick worſhip of God, and 1 ye. farry not at 
it, till all the exerciſes of religion be ended. Give God ſome 
of your time both and evening, and afternoon; 
and in ſo doing, rejoice the heart of a poor oppreſſed priſe 


ner. Rue upon your own ſoul, and from your heart fear the 


Lord. Now he that brought again from the dead the great 
Shepherd of his ſheep, by the blood of the et:rnal C venan, 
eſtabliſh your heart with his grate, and preſent you befire bis 
preſence with joy. 1 | 2 5 8 

Aberd. 1637. Tour affedlionate and loving Paſtir, S. N 
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Mitch honoured Sir. aig Set 5 
Will not impute your not writing to me, to forgetfulnes: 
however, I have One abaye who forgetteth me not; m, 

be groweth in his kindnels : It hath plented his holy Mazel 


. . y yy re a Ba Lo Dee 3 
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to take me from the pulpit, and teach me many things in my 
exile and priſon, that were myſteries to me before; As, 1. I 
{ce his bottomleſs and boundleſs love and kindneſs, and my 
jealouſies and rayings, which, at my firſt entry into this furnace, 
were ſo focliſb and bold, as to lay to Chriſt, who is Trathnit ſelf, 
in his face, Thou lieſt. I had well nigh loſt my grips : Mon- 
dred if it was Chriſt or not; for the miſt and ſmoka af my 
perturbet heart, made me miſtake my — — My yaitb 
was dim, and hope frozen and cold; and my love, which cau- 
{ed aden had ſome war mne ſs, and beat, and ſmoke, but 
no flame at all; yet I was looking for ſome good of Chriff's old 
claim to me. I thought, 7 had forfeited all my rights; but 
the tempter was too much upon my counſels, and was {till 
blowing the coal: Alas! I knew not well before, how good 
stil my Interceſſor and Advocate, Chriſt, hath of pleading, 
and pardoning me ſuch follies. Now he is returned to my 
ſoul with healing under his wings; and I am nothing behind 
with Cbrift now, for he hath oyer-paid me, by his preſence, the 
in I was put to by on- waiting, and any little loſs 7 ſuſtained 
3 witneſſing againſt tbe wrongs done to him. I trow, it 
was a pain to my Lord to hide himſelf any longer; in a man- 
ner, he was challenging his own «nkindneſs, and repented him 
of his gloomrs: And now, what want I on earth, that Chriſt 
can give to a poor - priſoner ? O how ,ſweet and lovely is 
he now! Alas that / can get none to me, to lift up my 
Lord Jeſus upon his throne, above all the earth 2. / am 
now brought to ſome meaſure of ſubmiſſion, and I reſolve to 
wait till I ſee what my Lord ſeſus will do with me: I dare 
not now nick- name or ſpeak one word againſt the all-leeing and 
over-watching providence of my Lord. I ſee, providence run- 
neth not on broken wheels; but I, like a fool, carved a pro- 
vidence for mine own eaſe, to die in my neſt, and to fl , 
till my gray hairs ; and to lie on the ſunny file of the 
: ig to in my miniſtry at Anwoth: but now, I have no- 


to fay againſt a borrowed. fire-ſide, and another man's 
houſe, nor Kedar's tents, where I live, being removed far 
from my acquaintance, my lovers and my friends: I ſee, God 
hath the world on his wheels, and caſteth it as a potter doth 
a veſſel on the wheel. I dare not ſay, that there is any inordi- 
mate or irregular” motion in providence z the Lord hath done 
it: I will not go to Jaw with Chriſt, for I would gain nothing 
of that. 3. have learned ſome greater mortification, and not 
not 3 m, ¶ © mourn aſter, or eck to fuck 


world's ary breafty : 'Nay; 
my 
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weapons 4. I never knew how weak I Was, till now, en 
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hath filled mie with fich dainties, that I 
full banqueter, who is not for common cheer, '' What have! 
to do to fall down upen my knees, and werſbip marking; 
great idol, the world? I have a better God than any c}ay. 
god may, at preſent, as I am now diſpoſed, care not much 
to give this world à diſcharge of my ſiſferent of it, for bread 
and water: I know; it is not my home, nor my © Fat!ief's 
boufe z it is but his feotſtool, the outer-choſs of his houſe, 
his aut-fields and muir-ground : Let baſtards take it; 7 hope, 
never to think my ſelf in its common, for honour or riches: 
Nay-now, I ſay to laughter, Thou art madneſs. 4. I find it 
moſt true, that the greateſt s, to live 
without / temptations ; if n waters ſhould ſtand, they would 
tot: Faith is the better of the free air; and of the ſharp win- 
ter-ſtorm in its face ; Grace withereth without adverſit) The 
devil is but God's maſter-fencer, to teach us to t ar 


ptation out of hell, is, to live 


9844 


be hideth himſelf, and when | have hifi to ſerk ſeven 4 


4 day. I am a dry and withered branch; and a piece of 1 
dead carcafs, dry bones, and not able to ſtep traw 
The thoughts of my old fins are as the ſummons of death to 
me; and of late ay Brother's caſe hath ſtricken me to the 
heart; when my wounds are cl | 
them to bleed ajreth : So thin-skin'd is my ſoul, t 
it is like a tender man's skin, that may tou 
ye ſee, how ſhort J would ſhoot of the | 
were not ſufficent for me. Wo's me for the day of Sretlaud, 
Wo, wo is me for my Harlot-mother ; for the decree is gone 
forth: Women of this land ſhall call the childleſs and milcar- 
rying wombs bleſſed. The 

and thall not return, till he 
againit Scotland: Yet he ſhall make Scot 
ſtrument having teeth, to threſh the mountains, arid fan the 
bills as chaff. The priſoner's bleſſing be upon you. © 


over a ſtraw: 


, little ville cauſeth 
jt / think, 
nothing 3 
ze, If his' grace 


nger of the Lord is gone forth, 
rform the purpoſe of his heart 
a new ſharp in- 


ect Lord Jeſus, S. R 
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Aberd. March 14. 1637. Durs in his ſw 


Midreſs, 


1 1 Krow, ye are thi 

By || Zion, and that the haters of Zion may 
burning coals of our furnace, that we hat 
Thoſe may years bygone O that this — 
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ing ſometimes what Chriſt is doing l. 
get the bottomd 
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that I art like toi 
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pai ned at the heart, that cannot find m delt diſpoled- to 
— my ſelt, and go-wholly. in te Chriſt: Alas that there 
ſhould be one bit 2. me out ꝛ0f him, and chat we lea vs too 
much liberty and latitude for aur ſelves, and our own eaſe, 
and credit, and pleaſures, and ſo little room for alHove wor- 
thy Chriſt! O uuihat and charges it coſteth Chriſt ere be 
and when all is done we are not worth the havi 
Fus a wander, that he :ſhould: feels the like of us, but 100 : 
;ovcrloakethib henkneſs.ands fe eckle zefs; for if it had not been 
- Chrift would never — o Hair and bleſfedb a bargain 
with us, av the covenant of grace is. I find; that in all our 
ſutferings, Chriſt is him ridding , marches, that every one of 
us. may lay, Mine and Thine, and that men may know by their 
croſſes, how weak a bottom naturè is to ſtand upon im a trial; 
that then, which, our Lord intendeth. in all our ſufferings, 
is, to bring; grace in court and requeſt — us: Lwould 
ſuecumb andb come ſtrort of heaven, if I hag no more but my 
own 4 to * er me; and if Chriſt ſnould ſay to me, 
do or dit, it eaſie to determine, what thould be- 
dome — me: The. choice were eaſe, for I behove to die, if 
Gift ould: paſs by. with ſtraitned bowels ; and who then 
would tale us up in our ſtraits? I know, we may ſay, that 
Chrift is kindeſt in his love, when we are at our 5 ane 


waters bad gone over our paris is mercy hath a ſet pres 
aud ppi how 42. and e er e ea — 
fidion ſhall flow, and where the waver 2 Als be ſtay- 
_ He preſcrihęth how much pain and and ſorrow, both fo 
ight — meaſure, we mu Py 
2 to recal your love frent all lovers, and give it to 
He whois afflictet in all your *afliiops, looketh not on 55 
in your ſad | hours; with an inſenkidle heart or dry eyes. 
— Lord's ſaints —— chat it is loſt love, "hich beſtow 
— eng world: Death and judgment will make 
ment, chat ever their miſcarrying, hearfs carried them 
to hy and laviſn aug their love upon tae ap 2 and 
vight dreamg. Alas! that Chriſt ſhould fare w—_— be- 
* — his dun goodneſs,” in making Peace and the ts 


1 ve e r nenn 


unto God ſot᷑ the ſottitig, 
n Scotland. Oif this kin =_ 


ever abave mares eſtimation df bim. And for my ſelf, — am 


that if Cbriſt had not been. to the fore, in our ſad Jays, the 


have ; Ye have then ood : 
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to be depri > ſweetneſs 
ef th: water: It may be with watry eyes, and a wet face, 
and wearied feet, we ſeek Chriſt, and ſhall not find him. Oh 
that this land were humbled in time, and by prayers, cries and 
humiliation, would bring Chriſtin at the Church-door again, 
now when his back is turned towards us, and he is gone to 
the threſhold, and his one font (as it were) is out of the door 
Im ſure, his departure is our deſerving, we have 
-it with our iniquities ; for gven the Lord's own children are 
fallen aſleep : And alas! Fr are made all of ſhews and 
«faſhions, and are not at pains to recover themſelves again, 
Every one hath bis ſet meaſure of Faith and Holineſs, and 
|| - . contenteth himſelf with a-ſtinted meaſure of Golineſs, as if 
that were enough to bring them to heaven: We forget that 
28 our gifts and light grow, ſo God's gain and the intereſt of 
| his talents ſhould grow allo; and that we cannot pay God 
with the old «uſe and wont (as we ule to ſpeak) which we 
gave him ſeven years ago; for this were to mock the Lord, 
and to make price with him as we liſt. O — 
there in our chriſtian journey! and how often come we 
of many thouſand things, that are Cbriſt's due, and we cot- 
ſider not bow far our — Lord is behind with us! Miſtreſi, 
IQ cannot render you thanks, as I would, for your kindneſs to 
my Brother, an oppreſſed ſtranger; but I remember you unto 
the Lord, as | am able: I entreat you, think upon me, his 
Priſoner ; and pray, that the Lord would he pleaſcd to give 
me room to ſpeak to his people in his name. Grace, grace 
be with you. RATE : | | ; 
Aberd. 1636. Tours in his ſweet Lord and Maſter, S. N. 
— —— — nn nn 
To. FULWOOD Tounger. 
Ab beneured Sir, e [61-1 42ciel 
Race, mercy and peace be to you : the report of 
G this worthy bearer concerning you, I thought good to 
ſpeak a word to you: It is enough for acquaintance, that we 
are one in Chriſt. My earneſt deſire to you is, that ye would, 
in the fear of God, compare your inch and hand- thof 
time with vaſt eternity, and your t of this now fair, 
ing and green world, with the thou ts ye ſhall have 
of it, when corruption and worms ſhall their houſes in 
Pour ebe, and hall eat your fleſh, and make chat be'y 
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To  dry-bonss.: f ye fo do, I know-then, than pour lißtit oft 
, Porld's vanity thall be more clear, than now it is; and I am 
perſwaded, ye ſhall then think; that mens labburs fur this clay- 
1d are to laughed at. Therefore come neat, and take 2 
view of that tranſparent beaaty, that is in Chriſt, which 
would buſie the love of ten thouſand million of weridt and 
angels, and hold them all. at work i Surdly Jain grieved, this 
men will not ſpend their whole love upon that royal ar 
princely Welbeloved, that high and lofty Ons ; for if is cute 
led love that rutineth abother way than upon him. And fr 
my (elf, if had ten loves and ten ſduls, O how glad Mot 
] be, if be would break in upon me, and take poſſeſſion of | 
of chem all! Wo, we i me, that he and I are fo far aſundef? * i 
hope, we ſhall be in one thun. and one briefe together, 
Truly pain of love- ſickneſs for Jeſus, maketh me to think it 
Jong, long, long to the dawning of that day. Oh that be 
wou'd cut ſhort years and months and bcuri, and over-le 
time, that we. might meet !. And for this truth, S., en 
profeſs, I avow before the world of men and angels, that it 
the way, and any way. to our country, the Teſt are - way tz 
and that what I ſufter for, is the apple o Chriſt's eye, ere 
his honour as Law-giver and King of his Church. - I thi 
death too little ere 1 forſook it. Do. not, Sir, I beſeech yo 
in the Lord, make Chriſt's court thinner by drawing back 
from him ;, it is too thin already; for I dare pledge my heas 
den upon it, he ſhall win this plea, and the fools that Plea as 
gainſt him ſhall loſe the wager, which is their part of falFas 
tion, except they take better heed tb their ways. Sir, free 
grace, that we give vo hire for, is a jewel our Lord giveth 
few. Stand faſt in the hope ye are called anto* Our Maſter 
ill rend the clouds, and will be upon us quickly, and cleat 
dur cauſe, and bring us all our in our 6blatks and hites; 
Clean, clean garments in the Bridegroom's eye, are of great 
Forth : Step over this hand- breadth of worlt's glory, in to 
our Lord's new. wefld of grace, and ye will laugh at the 
kathers, that children are chaſing in the air. I . judges 
that this inns, men are building their neſt in, is not worth a 
drink of cold water: .. It is a rainy andAmoky hodſe; beſt we 
ot come. out of it, leſt we. be .choked with the ſmok# there» 
zow fair, Wo. O that my adverfaries knew how fweet my ſighi for 
hall bare Chriſt are, and what it were for a. ſinner to lay his head he- 
houſes is txeen Chriſt's breaſts, and to be over head and ears in Cbriſt s 
chat bedy I ove Fr 
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and depth of it have not a balance to weigh my Lord ſe. 
ſus's worth: Heaven, ten heavens would not be the beam 01 2 
balance, to weigh him in. i muſt give over praiſing of him; 
angels ſee but iittie of him: O if that fair One would take 
off the mask off his fair face, that I might ſee him: A kits 
of him through his mask is half a heaven. O day, damn 
O time, run fat! O Bridegroom, poſt, poſt- faſt, that we may 
ancet ! O heavens, cleave in two, that that bright face and 
bead may ſet it ſelf through the clouds! O that the corn were 
ripe, and this world prepared for his book ! Sir, be pleaſed 
to remember a priſoner's bonds. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. July 10. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſu, S. R. 

EEE —— — — — — 


To Ar. HUGH MACKAILL. 


W very dear Brother, W 3; Rk 

E know, that men may take their ſweet fill of the ſowre 
| law, in grace's greund ; and betwixt the Mediator's 
breaſts and this, is ſinners ſafeſt way; for there is a bed for 
wearied ſinners to reſt them in, in the new Covenant, though 
no bed of Chriſt's making to ſleep in. The law fhall never 
be my doomfter, by Chrift's grate, if I get no more good of 
it; I ſhall find a fore enough doom in the Goſpel, to humble 
and to caſt me down: It is (| grant ) a good rough friend, 
to follow a traitor to the bar, and to back him, till he come 
to Chriſt. We may blame our ſelves, who cauſe the law to 
crave well-paid debt, to ſcar us away from ſeſus, and diſpute 
about a righteouſneſs of our own, a world in the moon, a 
chimera, and a night-dream, that pride is father and mo- 
ther to: There cannot be a more humble ſoul than a believer; 
It is no pride tor a drowning man to catch hold of a rock. I 
rejoice, that the wheels of this contuſed world are rolled and 
cegged, and driven, according as our Lord will. Out of what- 
ever airth the wind blow, it will blow us on our Lord: No 
wind can blow our ſails over- board; becauſe Chriſt's skill 
and the honour of his wiſdom are empawned, and laid dowt 
at the ſtake, for the ſea-paſſengers, that he ſhall put them 
ſafe off his hand on the ſhore, in his Father's known bounds, 
our native bome-ground. My dear Brother, ſcar not at the 
ceroſs of Chriſt : it is not ſeen yet, what Chriſt will do for 


* 


Jou, when it cometh to the worſt; he will keep his grace, 


till ye be at a ſtrait, and then bring forth the decreed birth for 
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ſhoot you againſt a wall of braſs, your point ſhall keep whole. 
I cannot, for multitude of letters, and diſtraction of friends, 
prepare what I would for the times: 1 have not one hour of 
ipare time, ſuppoſe the day were forty hours long. Remem- 
ber me in prayer: Grace be with you. = 
. Aberd. Sept. 5. 1637. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Feſm, 8. R. 


— 


— —_— 


"Ib by Reverend and dear Werber, Mr. David Dickſon. 


My Reverend and dear Brother, 5 
Fear ye have never known me well: If ye ſaw my inner- 
] ſide, it 1s La ye would pity me; but ye would hard- 
ly give me either love or reſpect: Men miſtake me the whole 
length of the heavens; my ſins prevail over me, and the ter- 
rors of their guiltineſs. I am put often to ask, if Chriſt and 
I did ever ſhake hands together in earneſt; I mean not, that 
wy feaſt days are quite gone; but I am made of extremities. 
I 2 ye never have the woful and driery experience of 
acloled mouth; for then ye ſhall judge the ſparrows, that 
may ſing in the Church of Irving, bleiled birds: But my ſoul 
bath been refreſhed and watred, when | hear of your cou⸗- 
rage and zeal for your neyer-enough-prailſed, praiſed Maſter, 
in that ye put the men of God, chaſed out of Ireland, to 
werk: O if | could confirm you I dare ſay in God's preſence, 
That this ſhall never haſten your ſuffering, but ſhall, be David 
Dickſon's feaſt and ſpeaking joy, that while he had time and 
| leiſure, be put many to werk, to - Feſms, bis ſweet 
Maſter, high in the Skies. O man of God, go on, go on, be 
| valiant for that Plant of renown, for that Chief among ten 
x1 thouands, for that Prince of the kings of the earth. It is 
and but little that I know of God; yet this I dare write, Chriſt 
— Hall be 9 in David Dickſon, howbeit Scotland be not 
No || bered. Lam pained, pained, that I have not more to give 
my ſweet Bridegroom : His comforts to me are not dealt with 
. 2 niggard's hand, but I would fain learn not to idolize com- 
— creatures, and nothing but the kingly robe, the gold- ring, 
— and the bracelets of the Bridegroom ; the Bridegroom 
- 75 is better than all the ornaments that are about him. Now, 
„ | 1 would not ſo much have theſe, as God himlelf, and to be 
e ſwallowed up of love to Chriſt. 1 ſee, in delighting in a 
tommunien with Chriſt, we may make mo gods than one 5 
but however, all was but ene between Chriſt and 2 
— | 3 
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till now. If one would have ſworn unto me, I would not 
have believed, what may be found in Chriſt. hope, ye pity 
my pain that much, in my priſen, 
and to eauſe others help me, 4 dy vu, a ſinful wretched dy. 


Lot 5 God be Judge and M itneſa, if my. ſouſ woud not 


in Chriſt, enlarged with his love, and many tonguss fet 
vn work to ſet on high my royal and prinzely Welbel»ved. O 
that my ſutferings could pay tribute to lu:h a King-! J have 
given over. wondring at his love ; for Chriit hath manicreſted 
+ av yg art upon: me, that | never revealed to any lying ; 

e hath gotten fair and rich employment, and ſweet ſale, and 
2 goodly market for his honourable calling f ſhewing mercy on 
me, the chief of finners. Every one knoweth not, ſo well as 


light, w-rking- in the very act of ſinning, hath been met with 
pdmirable erg : But alas! he will get nothing back apain, 
but wretched - untbankfulneſs. - Lam ſure, if Chriſt pit) any 
ching in me, next to my fin, it is pain of love for an arm full 
and foul full of himſelf, in faith, love, and begun fruiti-n: 
My ſorrow is, that I cannot get Chriſt- liſted off th: duſt in 
Scotland, and ſet on high, above all the skies, and heaven of 
heay 222 1 : 1 3 J : i 


„ *': / 
' Aberd. 
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— —-— — — — — —— 
J bis Reverend and dear Brother, Mr. John Livingſtone. 
My reverend and dear Brotber, 
eee, mercy and peace be to you: I long to hear from 
I you, and to be re reſhed with the ccmforts ot the Bride 
of our Lord Jeſus in Feland. I ſuſfer with you in grief, for 
the daſb, that your deſires: to be:at N. E. have received of 
late; hut if our Lord, who hath skill to bring up his children, 
had not-deen: it your beſt; it ſhould not have b-fallen you 
Ho'd- your peace, and ſtay your iſelves upcn' the holy One of 
— : Hearken what he ſaith in croſſing of your deſires, be 
1 il „ 3” I y people. I. am here removed from my 
Jock, filenced and confined. in Aberdeen, for the teſi- 
awony of ſeſus ; and I have . been confined in ſpirit alſo with 
deſertions and challenges: I gave in 2 bill of quarrels, and 
complaints of wnkindneſs againſt Chriſt, who ſeemed to call 
me over the. dilæ of the V/ineyerd, as a inte, and e 
—_ 5: F . ; 


as to help me your lab 
vour, to pay ſome of my debty of praiſe to: my great King: 
have ſweet eaſe and compert, to have many hearts confirmed 


Ido, my wyfuly' often broken covenants ;. my fins againſt 


May 1. 1637. Tours in bis ſwezt Lord Fefw, 8K. 
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PLESSESAT, 


or 


writing books, and drawing up 


47 
ted me from the Lord's inheritance: But high, hi wk 
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lee his 
e to be 


on 2 Rec neiliaticn with the Lutherans, and the Dottors are 


Council's command. Our Yervice-book is pr 


ſound of trumpet: The night is fallen down upon the I ro- 
; Scfland's day of uiſitatian is come; it is time for the 


Bride to weep, while Chriſt is a ſaying,” He will chooſe au ther 
Wif: : But our s&y will clear again; the diy brauch of cut- 
down Zebajon will bud again, and be glorious, and they 
hall yo plac vines upon our mountains. Nom my dear 
brither, T write to you for this end, that ye may help me to 
praiſe, and ſeek hel of others with you, that God may be 
gioriked in my bonds. My Lord Jeſus hath taken the witbe- 
red dry-firanger, and his broken-in-heart pri „into his 
bouſe of wine. O! O! If ye, and all Scotland, and all dur 
brethren with you, knew how I am feaſted! Chriſt's hony-" 
combs drop comforts : He dineth with his priſoner, and the 
King's ſpikenard cafteth a ſmell. The devil cannot get it 
deed, but we ſufer for the apple of Chriſt's eye, his royal 
IG as King and Law-giver; let us not fear or faint. 
will have his Goſpel once again rozped in S::tland, and 
have the matter going to voices, to ſee who will ſay, Let 
Cbrift be crowned King in Scotland : t is true, antichrift ſtir- 
reth his tail; but I love a rumbling and raging devil, in the 
Kirk, (fince the Church mificant cannot or may not want 2 
devil to trouble her) rather than a ſubtil or mu devil: 
Chriſt never yet got a Bride without ſtroke of ſword; it is 
now nigh the Bridegroom' entring into his chamber, let us 
ewake and go in with him: I bear your name to ak 
| pray you, dear brother, forget me not; let me hear fro 
you by a letter, and I charge you, fmother not Chrif*s 
beunty towards me: I write what 2 found of him, in the 
of my pilgimage· Remember my love to all our bre- 
toren and fifters there, The Keeper of the Vineyard watch 


Aberd. Feb. 3. "TY Towr Brother and Fellow- 
. e 
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KNeverend and dear Brother, 5 
L and am ge A with an my  beart,. 
n 


that our acquaintance in uf rd continue: Iam 3 
g, as I dow, up tlie mount with Chriſt's croſs; my Second 
is kind, and able to help. 5 for your queſtions, becauſe of 


my manifold. diſtractio letters to multitudes, I ave 
not time to anſwer them: What. mall be ſaid i 
that, mall be imparted to you; for, I am upon f queſtions: 
therefore ſpare me a little, for the Service-booF\yapid take 2 
great time; but think, Sicut deoſculatio rel 4 imaginis, 
aut etiam elementcrum, eſ in ſe idololatria externa, eti 
intent io * tota, quanta in att. eſt, vers in De- 
um op PaToTug? y; ita geniculatio ccram pane, q 
ex inſtitutio” tatus bomo externus C internus 5 i debeat 
circa elementaria ſigna, eſt adoratio relativa, & adoratio 
gf us 77 Kat io: Intentio aderandi ob jectum materiale, 
non e de efſentia externa adorationis, ut patet in deofeu: 
latzone religioſa. Sic-geniculatio ooram imagine Babylonics | 
7 externa Sts imaginis, 5 etſi tres Pueri mente inten- | 
ent ddorare. Febrvam. Sic qui ex metu ſolo, ant 
pretiz aut inanis gloria, Sesseln coram aureo vitulo ſe- 
leben, (qued = ipſo rege, 4 nulla religione indudtus, 2 
lilidine dominandi tantum, vitulum erexit, factitatum eſe, 
textus ſatis. lucelenter clamat ) adorat vitulum externa . 
dorationt; ſto, quad putaret vitwum eſſe meram creaturam, 
S benere dll dignu : auig geniculatio, five not nalamm, 
Zve vdlumus ex inſtituto Dei LEES, in allu relygioſ»g oft 
inbelum religioſæ adorationis ; Ergo, ficut panis Kar fan Or: 
ues Chriſti, eth abſit 44 omni: & intentionis, ſic relig 
e ſe ubJata ammi intevtiane bumana, eſt —— 
Zatio panis, coram quo adiramus, ut coram ſino vicario 
repraſentatius Dei. Thus recommending you to God's 
ner metcy, I deſire that ye would — 2 me to God: 
„ Laval . vou moſt i in the truth. Grace be 
With you - 
Aberd. 1637. 17 Vu Brather in Chrif Jeſu, 3 Ne 
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Lord to zemoyg,your husband (my friend, and- this Kirk 
faithful pröteſſor) ſoon to his reſt; but ſhall we be ſorry, 
r that our loſs is his gain, ſeeing his Lord would want his com- 
ut, zany no longer? Think not much of ſhort ſummons; for, ſeei 
E Jatked with, kis Lord in le ie, and defired chat Chri 

od. ſhould be. magnified in him at his death, ye ought to be ſilent 
2 of and ſatis fied. When Chriſt cometh for his own, he runneth 
ave faſt: Mercy, merey to the ſaints goeth not at leiſure; love 
for love in our Redeemer is not flow, and withal he is homely 
s: with you, wha cvmetli at his o hand to your houſe, and in- 
e 2 tromettetb, as a friend, with any thing that is yours: I think, . 
is, be would fain. borrow and lend with you: No be thall meet 
with the ſolacious company, the fair flock, and bleſſed bairn- 
time of the firſt-· barn, banquetia at the marriage -ſupper of 
the Lamb. It is a mercy, that the poor wandring ihcep get a 
dike-fide, in this ſtormy 22 a lecking ſhip a ſaſe harbrie, 
and a ſea-ſick / er a ſound and ſoft bed afhore.:: Wrath, 
wrath, wrath from the Lord is coming upon this land, that he 
hath left behind him: Know therefore, chat your Lord Jeſus 
his wounds are the wounds. of a lover, and that be will hay 
compaſſion upon a ſad · hearted ſer vant; and that Chrift 
ſaid, he will have the husband's room in your heart: be loved 
you in your firſt husband's time ; and he is but woding you 
ſtill; give him heart and chair, houſe and all: he will dot be 
made companion with any other; love is full of jealoukes, he 
will have all your love, and who ſhould get it but He? 1 
know, ye allowũt upon him i there are comtorts, both ſweet 
and ſatisfy ing, laid up ſor cu: Wait on: Hit Chriſt, he is 
an honeſt Debtor. Now for mine own caſe, I think ſome poor 
body would be glad of a damied priſoner's leavings. I have no 
ſcarcity of Chriit's love: He hath waſted mo comforts upon 
his poor baniſhed ſervant, than; would have refreſhed many 
fouls. My burden was once ſo heavy, that one ounce-weight 
would have eaſten the balance, and broken my back; — | 
Chriſt faid, Hold, bold, to my forrow, and hath wiped a. blu- 
thered ta be, which was foul with weeping. I may-joytully-go 
my Lord's errands, with wages in my hands; deferred ho 
need not to make me dead ſwier (as we uſe to ſay) my eroſa is 
Len v. croſs and — Oh — men 9 und: his 

eh praiſes + I love Chriſt's worſt reproaches, his glooms, 
his croſs, better than all this world's plaĩſtered glory; my heart 


is not long ing to be back again from Chriſt's country, it | 


cauſe E! 
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 caule to ſpeak much good of him. ©! hell were 2 good cheap 

price to buy him at. Oh if all the three kingdoms were wit. 
neiles to my pained, pained ſoul, overcome and wounded 
with Chriſt's love! [thank-you molt kindly, »y deer fiſter, 
for your love to, and tender care of my brother. I will think 
my ielt obliged to you, if ys continue his friend: he is more 
to me then a brother now, being engaged to ſuffer tor ſo ho- 
nourable a Maſter and caule- Pray for Chrilt's priſoner; and 


7 


grace, grace be with vou. 
Aberd. March 7. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſm, S. R. 
To his reverend-and dear Brother, Mr. [OHN NEVAY, 
prong and Oe go * kl 
** Race, mercy, 5 be to you: I have exceeding ma- 
ny L-write to, elſe { would. be kinder in paper. re- 
Joice that my ſwert Maſter hath any to back him: Thick; 
thick my royal King's court be. O that his king- 
dom might grow ! It were my joy to have. his houſe full of 
Except that [ ſome cloudy days; for the moſt 
1 have aking's lite with Chriſt; he is allperiumed with 
powders of the merchant: he hath a King's face and 2 
King's ſmell; his Chariot, wherein he carrieth his poor pri- 
ſoner, is of the wood of : Lebanon, it is paved with love: bs 
not that-ſoft ground to walk or lie on? I think better of Chriſt 
than ever-I.did ; my thoughts of his love grow and {well on 
me: I never write to any of him ſo muchas I have felt. Oh 
if I could write a book of Chriſt and of his love! Suppoſe? 
were made white aſhes, and burnt for this fame „that 
men count hut as knots of ſtraws, it — — if my aſhes 
could -prociaim the worth, excellency, and love of my Lord 
eſus: There is much telling of Cbrift; I give over the weigh- 


ng of him, heaven would not be the beam of a balance to 


weigh him in. What eyes be on me, or what wind of tongues 
de on me, I care not: Let me ſtand in this ſtage in the tool's 


coat, and act a fool's part to the reſt of this Nation; if / ca 


ſet my Welbeloved on high, and witneſs fair for him, a fg 
for their — If Jean roll my ſelf in a lap of Chriſt's gar 
its 


ment, 4: lie there, and laugh at the thoughts of dying 
of clay. - Brother, we have eauſe to wee r our Harlot- m 
ther, her Husband is ſending her to e's brothel-houſe, 


Mall be 2 fair after-growmth- for Chriſt in 


which is the gate ſhe liketh well: Yet] perſwade you, there 
— and this 
Church 
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own houſe : I 


not blood of truth. 7 Find no eo, e the heartof natural 


men, who are cold friends to my braſter: I pray you, re- 
member my love to that Gentleman, A. C. My heart is knit 
to him, becauſe he and 7 have one Maſter. Rem miber mx 
bonds, and preſent my ſervi :e to my Lord and my Lady: 
wiſh Cbriſt may he dearer to them, than to many of their 


. Grace be with vou. 
Aberd. July 3. 1637. 


n 


— 


Madam, © W 
mercy and peace be to you. 


Chriſt's love. ( cannot think, but it muſt be'np-taking and” 
ſweet, to ſee the white and red of Chriſt's fair face; for he is 
wbite and ruddy, and the Chiefeft among ten thouſands, Cant. 
v. 10. | am- ſure; that muſt be a well-made face of 5 
heaven muſt be in his viſage ; glory, glory for evermore muſt 
fit on his countenance. I dare not 'eyrſe the mask ind coye-" 
— I. is on his face; but O if there were à höle init! O 
if God would tear the mask Fy, fy upon us, we were ne- 
ver ſhamed till now, that we do not proclaim our pining and 
languiſhing for him. I am ſure, never ue ſpake of Chriſt,” 
a he is. I am ſtill of that mind, and ſtill will be, that we 
wrong and undervalue that holy, holy One, in having ſuch* 
ſhort and ſhallow thoughts of hls weight and worth. O if I 
cou d have but leave to ſtand beſide, and ſee the Father weigh 
Chriſt the Son, if it were poſſihle But how every one of them 
comprehendeth another, we, who have eyes of clay, cannot 
comprehend; hut it is pity for evermore, and more than ſhame, * 
that ſuch an on: ns Chriſt ſhould ſit in heaven his alone for us: 


To 7 up thither ane errand, and on purpoſe to ſee, were no” 
{mall glory. O that he would ſbrike out windews, and fair * 


and great lights, in this old we. this fallen· down ſoul, and 
then ſet the ſoul near hand Chili, that the vays and beams 


bead, migbt nine in ac the windows, and El ebe houſe 
1 5 2 
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Church ſhall fin Gp Bridezroom's welcome-bome again to his 
bes orms inall eat them firſt, ere they cauſe : 

Chriſt take good-night at Sc:tland. I am here allaulted witk 
the Doctor gun; but [bleſs the Father ot light, they draw - 


Turr in bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S; R. 


t or feaſt of 


| 


: 


 light;and the foul-delighting g'anes of the fair, fair God is 
fairer 


— 
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J 
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x 2 
to do) and if the land were humbled: 
4 are with this reſervation, I know, 


«dyjoip's at all obedience in Chriſt, S. R 


, etna 0 > 22 Ie 1 nn ht ae PTY oO 
ToMr, ALEXANDER, COLVILL of Blair 


Race, mercy-and peace be to you. I would deſire to know 
I how: . Lend took my letier ] ſent him, and how. be 35: 


, RF OY . ⁰.-.ö.. . oO PEI a Me All =; Ald at acc FR e 


| 


LETTER S. | 
I defire nothing, but that he be faſt and honeſt to my royal 
Maſter and King. Lam well every Way, all praiſe to him, in 

whole books I muſt ſtand for ever as his debtor: Only my 

filence paineth me. I had one joy out of heaven, nest to 
Chriſt my Lord, and that was to preach him to this faithl | 
generation; and they have taken that from me: It was to de | 
as the poor man's one eye, and they have put out that eye, þ 

1 know the violence done to me and his poor bereft Bride, is 
come up before the Lord: and 1! 1 ſee not the other 
fide of my croſs, or what my Lord will bring oũt of it; yet 
] believe the viſion ſhall not tarry, and that Chrift is on his 
journey for my deliverance; he goeth not ſlowly, but paſſeth 
oyer ten mountains at one ſtride: In the mean time, I am 


ined, with his love, becauſe I want real When 
Chriſt cometh, he ſtayeth not long; but certainly the blowing 
of his breath upon a poor ſoul is heaven upon earth: and 


when the wind turneth into the North, and he goeth away, -I 
die, till the wind change in the weſt,-and he viſit bis priſoner: 
But he boldeth me not often at his door. I am richly re- 
payed for ſuffering; for bim. O it all. Scotland were as I am, 
except my bonds O what pain I have, becaule I cannot get 
him praiſed by my ſufferings * O that heaven, within and with- 
aut, and the earth were paper, and all the rivers, fountains, 
and ſeas were ink, and / able to write all the paper within 
and without, full of his praiſes, and love, and excellency,, to 
be read by man and angel! Nay, this is little: I ow my hea- - 
ven for Chriſt, and to deſire, howheit I ſhould never enter 
in at the gates of the new Jeruſalem, to lend my love and my 
ex over the wall to Chriſt. Alas that time and. days lie 
txt him and me, and adjourn our meeting! it is ni part 
to ery, O when will the night be paſt, and the day d 
that we ſhall ſee one another! Be pleaſed. to remember 
ſervice to my Lord, to whom I wrote; and ſhew him, that, 
for his affection to me, / cannot but pray for him, and ear- 
neſtly deſire that Chriſt miſs him not out of the roll of thoſe 
who are his witneſſes, now, when his kingly honour is ealled 
in queſtion; it is his honour to hold np Chriſt's reyal train, 
and to be an inſtrument to held the crown upon Chriff's head. 
Shew him, becauſe 7 love his true honour and ſtanding, that this 
15 my earneſt defire for him. Now I bleſs you; and the prayers 
of Griſt's priſoner come upon you; and his ſweeteſt preſener, 
Ye in the ipizis; accompany u. 
Aberd. June 24. Jours at all obli obedience 
| 1637. | in Chr: 3 S. R. 55 
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To M. JOHN ROW. 


. ae ant dedr Bruder. 3 

1 Received yours. I bleſs his high and great Name, I like 
m 

eroſs 


ſweet Maſter {till che longer the better: A fight of his 
ern more awiom than the weight of it. I think the werſt 
things of Chriſt, even his reproazhes and his croſs, (when l 
Jock on theſe not with bleired eyes) tar rather to be choſen, 
than the laughter and worm-eaten jcys of my ad verſaries. O that 
they were as | am, except my bonds! Ny Witneſs is above, 
my Miniſiry, next to Chriſt, is deareſt to me of any thing; 
but 1 lay it down at Chriſt's feet, for his glory and his bonour 
as ſupreme Law-grver, which ix dearer to me. My dear 
Hrotber, it ye wil receive the teſtimony of 4 poor priſoner of 
Cbriſt, who dare not now diſſemble for the world, I believe 
certain y, and expect thanks from the Prince of the kings of 
the earth, for my poor baætards (ſach as they are) for his ho- 
nourable cauſe, whom / can never enough extol, for his run- 
ning · over love to my fad ſoul, ſince I came hither. O that 
— Aman him ſet on high and praiſed ! I ſeck no more, as the 
tep and rot of my defires, but that Chriſt may make glory to 
himſelf, and ediſi ation to the weaker, out of my ſufferings. 
I —_— would help me both to pray and praiſe. Grace bi 
with you. | boot WE a 
Aberd. July 8. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſws, S. R 
— — ———  — 


Fo the Lady C UL ROSS. 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: / am much' refreſhel 
| with your letter, now at length come to me. / find my 
Lord Jeſus cometh not in that 'preciſe way that J lay wait 
for him, he hath a gate of his c: O how high are his way? 
above my ways ! 1 ſee but little of him; it is beſt nof to offet 
to learn him a leiſon, but to give him abſolutely his own will, 
in coming; going, ebbing, flowing, and in the manner of his 
RY workings I want nothing but a beck burden of Chriſt's 
{love: 7 would go throngh bell, and the. thick of the damned 
+ devils, to have a hearty feaft of Chriſt's love; for he hath 
| fettered me with his love, -and run away, and left me 2 
chained man. Wo is me, that I was ſo ing, 1 vain, and 
raceleſe, in my unbelisving thoughts of Chriit s love: — 
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what can a ſoul under a — — my rights were wal 
ſet and loſt) do elſe, but make" a falſe libel againſt Chriſt's 

loy: ? I know your ſelf, Madam, and many mo, will be 
witneſſes . me, if 1 repent not of my unbelief; for I 
haye been ſeeking the Pope s wares; ſome hire for grace witk- 
in my ſelf. 1 have not learned, as | ſnhould do, to put my 
ſock, and all my treaſure, in Chriſt's hand; but I would have 
2 ſtock of mine on: and ere I was aware, L was taking hire 
to be the Law's advocate, to ſeek juſtification by werks. 1 
forgot, that grace is the only garland that is worn in heaven, 
upon the heads of the gloriied. And now, I half rejoice; : 
that I have ſickneſs for Chrift to work upon; ſince I muſt have 
wounds, wells my ſoul, I have a day's wort for my Phyſi- 
cian Chriſt : I hope to give Chriſt his own calling, it ſetteth 
him full well to cure diſeaſes. My ebbings are very low, and 
the tide is far out, when my Beloved goeth away; and then 
I cry, Oh cruelty to put out the poor man's one eye; and 
that that was my ſey, next to Chriſt, to preach my Welbe- 

loved: then I make a noiſe about Chriſt's houſe, looking un- 
couth-like in at his widow, and caſting my love and my de- 
fires over the wall, till God ſend better. I am often content, 
my bill lie in heaven, till the day of my departure, provid-. 
ing J had aſſurance, that mercy ſhall be written on the bazk of 
it. I would not care for on-waiting ;-but when / draw-in a 
tired arm, and an empty hand withal, it is much to me, to 
keep my thoughts in order: but I will not get a gate for 
Chriſt's love, when I have done all I can. I would fain yield 
to his and row with Chriſt, and not againſt him. But 
while I live, I ſee that Chriſt's kingdom in me will not be 

le, ſo many thoughts in me riſe up againſt his 

| 


ſo 
nour and kin wer.-- Zurely, I have not exprefled all 
his 2 kind eels "4 me : lire do it, leſt I be deemed . 
to ſeek my ſelf; but his breath hath ſmelled of the powder of 
the merchants, and of the king's ſpikenard. | think, I con- 
ceive new thoughts of heaven, berauſe the card and the 
mapp of heaven, that ke letteth me now ſee, is ſo fair, and fo- 
ſneet ; I am ſure, we are niggards and iparing bodies in 
ſceking. I verily judge, we know not how much may be had 
in this life; there is. yet ſomething beyond all we ſee, that 
I — O that my love ſickpeſs would 
put me to a buſineſs,” when all the world are { ſleeping, 
cry and knock! But the truth is, ſince I came hither, I 
bare been wondriog, that after my importunity to ere, 
NN ; | | 


MNMaſter's cauſe t.. When the Lord is fanming Zion, it is a good 
geinꝛveth firſt to dreſs him: He is ſtrong in bis Lord, as he hath 


— it ; there are the fewer behind. I ret 
| ſomething, and 7 am nothing but an empty reed: Wants are 
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_ to my Lord Jora: I wii him mercy«. ; Remember axpbon 
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fill of Chriſt slave, I have not gattan a feat ſign, but ham 
come from him, crying, Hunger, hunger. 4 chink Cbriſt 
letteth me ſee meat, in my extremity ot hunger, and giveth 
me none of ĩt: When J amnear the apple, he drawers 
back his hand, and goth away, to cauſe me follow ; and 
again, when Jam within an arm length of the apple, be 
maketh a new break to the gate, and '/ have him to ſcek of 
neu: He ſeemeth not to pity my. dwining and my fwooning 
far his love. ¶ dare ſometimes put my hunger over ta him w 
be judged, if would: not buy him with a thouſand years 
in the hotteſt furnace in hell, ſo heing 1 might enjoy him: 
But my hunger is fel with want and abſence 1 hunger and / 
have not; but my comfort is, to lie and wait on, and to put 
my poor ſoul and my ſufferings in; Chriſt's hand: Let him 
make any thing out of me, fo being; he be gloriſed in my 
ſalvation ; for / know I ami made ſor him. O that my Lord 
may win his own gra cidus end in ma! I will not be at eaſe, 
while I but ſtand ſo far aback : O if I were near him and with 
him, that this poor ſoul might be ſatisfied with himſeif Your 
ſen in law, F. G. is now truly hanaured: for dus Lord and 


1 — 


token that he is a true branch of the Vine, that the Lord be- 


written to me, and his wife is. his encourager, which ſhould 
make you rejoice. For your ſon, Who is your grief, your 
Lord waited on you and me, till we were ripe, and rouge 
us in. It is your part ta pray, and wait upon, him: W 

he is ripæ, he — oben for. Who can command our 
Lord's wind to blow ? I know it ſhall, be your , good: inthe 
latter end: That is ane of your waters to heaven, ye could = 
you 

and yours, as am ahle : But alas, I am believed to be 


my beſt riches, hecauſe 7 have theſe ſupplied by Chriſt. Re- 
member my deareſt love to your Bretber t: I knew he plead- 
eth with his Harlot - mot ber for ber a e. I know alſo, ye 
are kind to my worthy Lady Kenmare, a woman beloved oſ 
the Lord. who hath been very mindful of my bonds: The 
Lord give her, and her child, to find mercy. in the day al 
Chriſt. Great men are dry and cold in doing for me; the 
tinkling of chains for Chriſt: affrighteth them: but ler my 
Lord break all my idols, Iwill yet blem him. 1 am obliged 


128 Aa, »— * » 
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with prailes, and. pray for me, that my Lord may leaven the 
yort>, by my bands and ſufferings. Grace be with you. 
Aberd. July g. a6 Tours in ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
— — — — ——.— * a 


b ALEXANDER GORDON of Knockgray- 
| |; FF * 01 a3 
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Dear 2 5 . "3. $9.4 125 A. e e tÞ 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: There is no 2 8 
I but our Mother chureb W Father, and that the ſh 
net dir without an Heir; that her enemies ſhall not make 
mount Zion their heritage- We ſee, whitherſoever Zins 
ttemies go, ſuppoſe. they dig many miles under the ground; 
yet our Lord findeth chem out, and he hath yengeance laid 
up in itore for them, and the poor and need y tha! not always 
de forgotten. Our hope was drooping andwithering;* and 
wan was laying, What ran God make out 'of the eld dry ban 
ef this buried Kirk 7UT he:Prelates and their followers were 
2 grave above us: it is Hike our Lord is to open our. graves! 
and purpoſeth to cauſe his two ſlain Witnefſes rife the tbirt; 
diy, O how Tong wait L, to hear our weeping Lord Jeſus fang 
gin, and triumph, and re joice, and divide the ſpoil! I find 
it hard work to belicye, when the courſe of providence goetit 
crolsways.to our faĩth, and when miſted ſouls in a dark night 
cannot know eaſt by weſt, and our fea-compals ſecmetii to 
ful us. Every man ig à believer in day- light: A fatr day 
ſeemeth to be made all of faith and hope. What a trial of gol 
is it, to ſmoke ita little above the frre? But to: keep gold 
perlect yellow y- coloured amidſt the flames, and to be turned 
from veſſel to yellel, and yet to cauſè our furnace ſound,” 
ant ſpeak, and cty the praiſes of the ®ord; is another mat- 
ter. | know my Lord made me not for fire, howbeit he hath 
futed me in ſome meaſure for the fire. I bleſs his high name 
that I wax not pzler, neither have I loſt the colour of gold, 
and that his fir hath made me fomewhar thin, and char 
my Lord may pour me in any veſſel- he plealeth : · Fot a ſmall 
ager, I may juſtly quit my part of this world's laughter, 
4 give up vvith time, and caſt out with the pleaſures of 
us world. - I know a man, who wendred to ſeę any ix this 
laugh and ſport: Surely our. Lord ſeeketh this of Us, 
day rejoicing in preſent ing things. 4/F.ſce above alt 
lings, /nd "thi we t down and fold degs and arms, 
"7 tretch our ſelves upon Chriſt, and daügh at the fathers. 
at cf\ldren are cating — Fer F think the — 
| | wor 
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world, like children in a dangerous ſtorm in the ſea, that play 
and make ſport with the white foam of the waves 
coming in to ſink and drown them; ſo are men making fool? 
1 with the white pleaſures of a ſtormy world, that will 
them. But alas, what have we to do with their ſporty 


that they make! It Solemen ſaid of laughter that it was mad- 


| nels, what may we lay of this werld's laughing and ſporting 


themlelves with gold and filver, and honours, and court, and 
broad large conqueſts, but that they are r ſouls, in the 
heighth and rage of a fever gane mad? Then a ſtraw, a 


for all created iports and rejoicing out of Chriſt: Nay, 7 


think, that this, werld at its prime and perfection, when it 
come. to the top of its excellency, and to the bloom, might 
—— with an halt-peny.; and that it would ſcarce weigh 
the worth of a dxink of water: There is nothing better than 
to citzem it our crucifed idol, that is dead and (lain, as 
Paul did, Gal. vi. 14. Then let pleaſures be crucified, and 
Tiches be crucified, and court and honour be crucified ; and 
ſince the apoſtle faith, the world is crucified to him, we may 
put this world to the hang'd man's doom, and to the gall:ws; 
E- whs will give much for a hang'd man ? And as little 
ſhould we give for a hang'd and crucibed world: Yet what a 
veet {mel} hath this dead catrion, to many fools in the world? 
& how many woors and ſuiters findeth this hang'd carri- 


* 


on? Fools are pulling it off the gallows, and contending for 
it. O when ſhall we learn to be mortified men, and to have our 


All of thoſe things, that have but their ſhort ſummer - quarter 
of this life ' It we ſaw our Father's houſe, and that great 
and fair city, the new Jeruſalem, which is up above ſun and 
moon, we would cry ti be over the water, and to be carried 
in Chriſt's arms out of this borrowed priſon. Grace, grace be 


- 


with you. 


— 
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| To the Laird of CARL. E T. O UN 


et , 


N Race, mercy and peace be to you: I received your let- 


ter, and am... heartily glad that our Lord hath begun to 
work for the apparent deliveryof this poor oppreſled Kirk: 
9 that Ae would come for Zion] 1 am Ir che prob 

nging by hope, waiting what my Lord will do wit 
d it it will ple: 


—y 5 4 7 0 


again 
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Aberd. 1636. Tours in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. N 


or the-preſent, 
I | ; k 
ale my fveet Maſter to ſend me amongſt 118. 
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zin, and keep out 2 hireling from my. poor people and 
j k: lt were my heaven, till I come home, even taſpend) 
Is es life jn gathering in lome to, Chriit. I have fill great 


- 


beafineſs for my filenze, and my forced ſtanding idle in the 
= market, when this land hath ſuch a plentiful, thick harveſt 5 
but 1 know his judgments, who hath done it, py finding 
* out: J have no knowledge to take up the Lord, in all: his 
* ſtrange ways, and paſſages of deep and unſearchable provi- 
dences ; for the Lord is before me, and I am ſo — that 
fh ] cannot, follow him: He is behind me, and following at the 
* hee's, and I am not aware of him: He is above me, but his 
— glory ſo dazleth iny twiliglit of ſhort knowledge, that / can- 
155 dot lar W him: He is upon my right-hand, and I fee. 
en | bim ast: He is upon my leti-band, and wit in ms, and goeth, 
* and cometh, and his going and coming are a dream to me: 
* He is round about me, and compaſſeth all my goings, and ſt ill 
* ] nave him to leck: He is every way higher, and deeper, 
may and broader, than the ſhallow and ebb hand-breadth of my. 
Wis ſhort and dim light can take up; and. theretore / would my. 
little © beart could. be ſilent, and fit down in ths leacnedly- ignorant 
ata vondring at that Lord, whom men and angels cannot com- 
prehend. I. know. the noon-day-light of the highest angels, 
who ſee him face to face, ſeeth not the borders of his infinite» 
nels: They apprehend God near-hand, but they cannot com- 
prehend him. And therefore it is my happineſs to look afar 
off, and to come near to the Lord's back parts and to light my 
dark candle at his brightpeſs, and to have lzave to tit and 
ent my ſelf with a trayeller's light, without the clear 
Vigon of an enjoyer. I would fee no more; till I were in 
my cour:try, but a little watring and ſprinkling of a withered 
foul, with ſome halt-out-breakings and half-out-lookings of 
K. the beams, and ſmall raviſhing ſmiles of the faireſt Face of 
. rad and bglieved-on Ggd-head : A little of God would 
make my loul- bank-tull, O that ./ had but Chriſt's odd offs. 
fallings, that he would let but the meaneſt of his love-rays 
nn love-beamns fall from him, ſo as I might gather and carry 
zur let- tbem with mz ! I would not be ill to pleaſe with Chriſt, and, 
gun io vailed viſions of Chriſt; neither would I be dainty in ſeoing 
and enjoying of him: A kiſs of Chriſt blown over his ſhoulder, 
the parings and crumbs of glory that fall under his tahle in 
zven, a ſhower like a thin May miſt of his love,” would 
wake me green and ſappy, and joyful, till the ſammer-ſun 
« a ani glory break up;, G thar 7 nd r thing. of 
by Y 2 | _ Chrift! 
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Chriſt! O that 7 had a fp, or half a drop, out of the hollow 
of Chriſt's hand, of the 3 and excellency of that lovely 


One! O that my Lord Jeſus would rue upon me, and give 
me but the meaneſt alms of felt and believed falvatioh! 0 
how little were it for that infinite Sea, that infinite Fountain 
of love and joy, to fill as many thouſand thouſand little yel. 
ſels the like of me, as there are minutes of hours fince the 
creation of God ! 7 find it true, that a poor ſoul finding half 
a ſmell of the God-head of Chriſt, hath deſires paining and 
wounding the poor heart ſo, with longings to be up at him, 
that make it ſometimes think, were it not better neyer to 
have felt any thing of Chriſt, than thus to lie dying twenty 
deaths, under thcle felt wounds, for the want of him? 0 
where is be? O Faireſt, where dwelleſt thou ? O never encugh 
admired God-head, bow can clay win up to thee ? How can 
creatures of yeficrday be able to enjoy thee? O what pain is it, 
that time and fin ſhould be as ſo many thouſand miles betwixt 
a loved and longed-for Lord, and a dwining and love-lick 


1 


So, 4a —_ 2" mg a 


ſoul, who would rather than all the world have lodging with 
Chriſt ! O let this bit love of ours, this inch and half-ſpan 
length of heavenly longing, meet with thy infinite love! O I © 
If the little I have were ſwallowed up with the infiniteneſs ; 
of that excellency which is in Chriſt ! O that we little ones 
were in at the greateſt Lord Jeſus! Our wants ſhould ſoon 5 


be ſwallowed up with his fulneſs. Grace, grace be with 
you. p73; 5 e 
Aberd. May 10- 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſu, S. © 


7. ROBERT GORDON of Knockbrex. fi © 


KW RO. | 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: I received your let- 
AF ter from Edinburgh. I would not wiſh to ſec another 
| heaven, while I get mine own heaven, but a new moon like 
the light. or the ſun, and a new fun like the light of ſeven 
days, ſhining upon my poor ſelf, and the Church of Jen 
and Gentiles, and upon my withered and ſun-burnt Mother 
the Church of Scotland, and upon her ſiſter-churehes Ex. 
Jand and Ireland; and to have this done, to the ſetting 00 
high our great King: It maketh not, howheit I were ſeparaty 
from Chr:ft, and had a ſenſe of ten thouſand years pain. it 
Hell, if this were. O bleſſed nobility, O glorious renow 
ed gentry, O bleſſed were the tribes in this land, "Y 


* 


— 
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face, and to take the ſackcloth off 
Cbrift's loins, and to put his kingly robes yon bim! O if 
the Almighty would take no leis wager of m-, than my 
heaven, to baye it done ! But my fears are ſtill for wrath once 
upon Scotland : But 1 know her day ſhall clear up, and glory 
ſhall be upon the top of the mountains, and jey at the noiſe 
of the married wife, once again: O that our Lord would 
make us to contend and plead, and wreſtle by Neri: in 


Epiſt. 207. 
Lord Jeſus's weeping 


tears, for our Husband's reſtoring of his forfeited heritage in 
Seatland. Dear - Brother, I am for the preſent in no {mall 
battle, betwixt felt guiltineſs, and Pining longings and high 
fevers for my Welbeloved's love. Alas! / think Chrift's love 
playeth the niggard to me, and I know it is not for ſearcyy 
of love, there is enough in him: but my hunger propheſi- 
eth of in-holding and ſparingneſs in Chriſt; for I have but 
little of him, and little of his ſweetneſs : It is a dear ſum- 
mer with me; yet there is ſuch joy, in the eagerneſs and 
working of hunger for Chrift, that I am often at this, that if 
J had no other heaven, but a continual hunger for Chrißt, 
ſuck a heaven of ever-working hunger, were {till a. heaven to 
me. I am ſure, Chri#'s love cannot be cruel ; it muſt be a 
ruing, a pitiful, a melting-hearted love : But ſuſpenſion of 
that love / think it half a hell, and the want of it more than 
a whole hell. When [look to my guiltineſs, I ſee my falva- 
tion one of our Saviour's greateſt Miracles, either in heaven 
or earth; I am ſure, I may defy any man to ſhew me a 
greater wonder: But ſeeing [have no wares, no hire, no 
money for Chriſt, he muſt either take me with want, miſery, 


te compaſſionate and pititul-hearted to my pining fevers 
of longing for him; or then give me a real pawn to keep, out 
of his own hand, till God ſend a meeti bit him and 
me But / find neither as yet : howbeit he who is 2 
dot cruel nor unkind, yet his abſence is cruel and unkind: 
love is like it ſelf; his love is his love; but the coverin 
ad the cloud, the vail and the mask of his love, is more wi 
than kind, if durſt ſpeak my apprehenſions. 7 lead no pro- 
cls now againſt the luſpenſion and delay of God's love: 1 
would with all my heart friſt till a day ten heavens, and the 
ineet manifeſtations of his love. Certain!y I think, I could 
pre Griſt much on his word: But my whole pleading is a- 
out intimated and born-in aſſurance of his love. O] if he 
ould perſwade me of rer ee his. love 4 all, 
| N 1 * 7 
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eruption, or then want me. O if he would be pleaſed to _ || 
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thould have the term day of payment at his on carving: 
But I know, raving unbelief {pe:keth its pleaſure, while it 
looketh upon guiltineſs and this body of corruption. O how 
Jothſom and burdenſom is it to carry about a dead cc 
this old carrion of corruption! O how ſteadable a thing is 1 
Saviour, to make a ſinner rid of his chains and fetters ! i have 
now made a new queſtion, whether Chriſt be more to be loy: 
ed for giving ſanctification, or for free juſtihcation? And! 
Hold he is more and moſt to be loved for ſanRHifieation: it 
is in ſome reſpect greater love in him, to ſanctiſie than to juſti- 
Re; for he maketh us moſt like himſelf, in his own eſſential 
pourtraiture and image, in ſanctifying us: Juſtification doth 
but make us happy, which is to be like the angels only: 
Neither is it ſuch a miſery, to lie a condemned man, and un- 
der unforptven guiltineſs, as to ſerve ſin, and work the works 
of the devil; and therefore, I think; ſan&ifcation cannot be 
: bought, it is above price. God be thanked for ever, that Chrift 
was a told · down price for fanctification: Let a ſinner (if poſ- 
ſible) lie in hell for ever, if he make him truly holy, and let 
him lie there burning in love to God, rejoycing in the ho!y 
_ Ghoſt, hanging upon Chriſt by faith and hope; that is heaven 
in the heart and bottom of hell. Alas! I find a very thin 
haryeſt here, and few tobe ſaved. Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in bis lovely and longed-jy 
8 * Lord Jeſus, S. K. 


——— —ͤ—— 


T Lerd CRAIGHALL, 


— 


My Lord, e Fs 
1 Perſwade my ſelf, notwithſtanding of the greatneſs of thi 
1 temptation, ye will not let Chriſt want a witneſs of Pon 
to avow him before this evil generation. And if ye advit 
with God's truth, (the perfe& teſtament of Chriſt, that for- 
* biddeth all mens additions to his worſhip) and with the tr: 
Iy learned, and with all the ſanctified in this land, and with 
that warner within you, ( that will not fail to ſpeak again 
| _ in God's time, if ye be not now faſt and fixed for Chrif! 
hope then, your Lordſhip will acquit your ſelf, as a man a 
courage for Chriſt, and refuſe to bow your knee ſuperſtitiouſ 
and idolatrouſly to wood or ſtone, or any creature whatſoeve!. 
I perſwade my ſelf, when ye ſhall take good · night at ths 
world, ye ſhall think it God's truth I now write. Some fer 


LE 


Jour Lordſhip have obliged your {elf to his Majeſty by prom 


7 


— 


5 of this 
of you, 
e adviit 
hat for- 
he tru- 
nd with 
| again 
Cbriſt 

man dq 
titiouſy 
itſoeve!. 
t at tis 
ome ſer 


pron 


i 


to ſatisſie bis deſire : If it be ſo, my dear and worthy Lord, 


after this ſhipwreck, and be pleaſed to write your humble 


and ney with monarchs in their face. I hope, he who hath 


courag ious, and (as his word ſpeaketh) à man in the: ſtreets |} 
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hear me for your ſoul's good. Think upon ſwimming aſhore 


apology to his Majeſty; it may be God give you favour in 
his eyes: however it be, far be it from you to think, a pro- 
miſe made out of weakneſs, and-extorted by the terror of a 
king, ſhould bind you to wrong your Lord jeſus. But for. 
my ſelf, I give no faith to that report, but I believe ye thall 
rove faſt to Chriſt: To his grace I recommend you. 1 
Aberd. July 8. Tour Lordſhip's at all obedience 
51637 | in Chrift, S. R. 
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e CEATGRALL 


Race, mercy and peace be to you. I am not only cone. 

tent, but l ———_ rejoice, that I find any of the 
rulers of this land, and eſpecially, your Lordſhip, ſo to affect 
Chriſt and his truth, as ye dare, for his Name, come to yea 


—_— 


88 


enabled you for that, will give more, if ye ſhew your ſelf 


for the Lord: But I pray your Lordſhip, give me leave to be 
plain with you, as one who loveth both your honour and your 
ſoul. 1 verily believe, there was never idolatry at Rome, ne- 
ver idolatry condemned in God's word by the prophets, if 
religious kneeling before a conlecrate creature, ſtanding in 
room of Chriſt cruzifed, in that very act, and that for re- 
verence of the elements (as our act cleareth) he not idolatry. 
Neither will your intention help, which is not of the eſſenee 
of worſhip; for then Aarcn, laying, To merrom ſhall be 4 
feaſt for Fehovah, that is, for the goſden calf, ſhould not have 
bern guilty of zd-latry ; for he intended only to decline the 
laſh of the peoples fury, not to honour the calf: Your inten- 
tion to honour Chriſt is nothing, ſeeing religious kneeling by 
God's inſtitution doth neceſſarily import religious and diving 
adoration, ſuppoſe our intention were both dead and. ſleep- 
ing; otherwile kneeling before the image of. God, directing 
prayer to God, were lawful, if our intention go right. My 
Ind, | cannot in this bounds diſpute ; but if Cambridge and 
Oxford, and the learning of Britain, will anſwer this argu- 
ment, and the argument from active ſcandal, which your 
Lordſhip ſeemeth to ſtand in turn a formaliſt, ang 
* pho 4 — 77 
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164 Mr. Rut herfoordis Epiſt. 209. 
gall my {elf an afrant fol, by doing what I have done, in my 
ſuffering for this truth. i do much reverence Mr. L's learn. 
ing: But, y Lord, I will anſwer what he writes in that, ta 

per vert yoa trom the truth; elſe repute me, belide an hypo- 
Lrite, an aſs alſo: I hope ye ſhall ſee ſomething upon that jub- 
ject, if the Lord permit, that no lophiſtry in Britain ſhall 
anſ wer. Courtiers arguments, for the moit part, are draun 
from their own skin, and are not worth a ſtraw for your con- 
ſcience: A Marquis or a King's word, when ye ſtand before 
Cbriſt's tribunal, ſhall be lighter tnan wind. + 1 he Lord 
knoweth, + love your true honour, and the ſtanding of your 
houle; but I would not, your honour or houſe were eſtabli- 
Jhed upon ſand, and hay and ſtubble. But let me, iy very 
Rear and worthy Lord, moit humbly beſcech you, by the mer- 
eies of God, by the conſolations of his Spirit, hy the dear 
Þlood and wounds of your lovely Redeemer, by the ſalvatior 
of your ſoul, by your comprarance before the awful face of 
a ſin · revenging and dreadful judge, not to ſet in compariſun 
together your ſoul's peace, Chritt's love and his kingly ho- 

1 our, now called in queſtion, with your place, honour, houſe 

or eaſe, that an inch of time will make out of the way. I ve- 

rily believe, Chriſt is now begging a teſtimony. of you; and 
is laxing, And will ye alſo leave me? It is poſſible, the wird 
mall not blow ſo fair for you all your lite, for coming out and 
appearing before others, to back and countenance Chriſt, the 
aireſt among the ions of men, the Prince ot the kings of the 
earth, I/a. li. 7. Fear ye not tbe reproach of men, neither be tl 
afraid of their revilings. ; Ver. 8. For. the m-th jhall eat tbem th 
ap like a garment, and the worm ſhall eat them like wol. WW © 

When the Lord ſhall begin, he ſhall make. an end, and mow ni 

down his adverſaries; and they thall lie before him like withe- by 

red hay, and their blogm_thaken off them. Conſider how WM = 
many thouſands in this kingdom ye ſhall cauſe to tall and ſtum- WW th 
ple, if ye go with them; and that ye ſhall be out of the pray - WW © 
ers of many who do ſtand before the Lord for you and your tl. 

uſe : And further, when the time of your accounts cometh, Wo 
and your one foot ſhall be within the border of eternity, and Ce 

The eye ſt/ ings ſhall break, and the face was pale, and the poor 

foul ſhall look out at the windows of the h uſe of clay, long- 

Ing to be out, and ye ſhall find your ſelf arraigned before the 

Junge of quick and dead, to anſwer for your putting to your 

and with the reſt, coniederate againſt Chriſt, to the over- 
ing of his Ark, and the looſing of the pins of 4 
— | | 2 
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Fpiſt. 209. LET T ERS. 265 
my || 1abernacle in this land. and ſhall certainly ſe your felt. mi- 
ro. || red in a courſe of ap:&aſy ; then, then a. king's favour and 
-uin 1 worm - eaten honour jhall be miſerable comtorters to you 


ub- will: and, as the Lord liveth, thcy lead you and others to 
ball communion with great Babel, the mother of 42 z 
n aud God {aid of old, and continueth to ſay the 
con- Cme out of her, my pe ple, left ye be partakers of her plagues: 
fore Will ye then go with tnem, and ſet your lip to the whore's 
ord golden cup, and drink of the wine f the wrath of Gd Als 
our migoty with them © O poor hungry honour! O curſed plea- 
ſure! and O damnable caſe, bought with rhe, loſs. of God 
How many ſhall pray for you! What a ſweet preſence bal ye 
6nd of Chriſt under your ſutferings, it ye ſhall lay don your 


of reward I avouch before the Lord, that I am now jhew- 
ing you 2 way, how the houſe of Craigball may ſtand on ſure 
pillars: if ye will ſet it on rotten pillars, ye crueliy — 
your poſterity ; ye have the word of a-King for an hundred: 

feld more in thy life (it it be good for you) and for life evers 
lejting alſo. Make not Chriit a liar, in diſtruſting his ꝓromiſe. 
kings of clay cannot back you when you ſtand before him: a 
ſtraw tor them and their hungry beaven, that Randeth an this 
de of time; a fig. for the days-ſmile of a worm. Conſider 
who have gone betore you to eternity, and would. have given 
2 world tor a new occaſion of avouching that truth: tis true, 
they call it not ſubſtantial, and we are made a ſcorn ta thoſe 
tat are at eaſe, for ſuffering theſe things for it; but it is not 
time to judge of our loſſes by the morning; ſtay till the eve- 
ting, ard we ſhall count with the beſt of them. I have found 
dy experience, ſince the time of my impriſonment (my Wit- 
nels is above) Chriſt ſealing this honourable cauſe: with ano- 
ther and a nearer fellowſhip than ever I knew before; and let 
Cod weigh me in an even balance in this, if I would exchange 
tte croſs of Chriſt or his truth, with the fourteen Prelaczes, 
or what elle a King can give» My dear Lord, venture to take 
tne wind on your face for Chriſt: / believe, if he ſhould come 
rom hraven in his own perſon, and ſeek the charters of Craig» 


« to little for thee. I any man think it not a truth to die 
or, [am againſt him: I dare go to eternity with · it, that thiz 
i) the honour of our ral Laggiuer and King, in the Ga. 
| 2 vern- 
PEP 


K it a. k n 


Lord hath enlightned you with the knowledge of hig 


to yu, 


benours and place at the cet of Chriſt! What a fair recamence 


ta] from you, and a dimiſſion of your place, and ye ſaw: his 
ace, ye would fall down at his cet, and lay, Lord Feſus, 4 


Ll 
' 
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366 Mr. Rut herfoord's Epiſt. 210. 
vernment of his own free Kingdom (who ſhould pay tribute 
to no dying king) is the true ſtate of the queſtion. My Lord, 
be ye upon Chriſt's fide of it, and take the word of a 
priſoner, nay the Lord ſeſus be Surety for it, ye have incom- 
omen made the wiſeſt choice: For my own part, / have 

in this priſon, that / would be halt athamed to ſeek more 
till 7 be up at the Well. bead. Few know in this world the 
Freetneſs of Chriſt's breath, the excellenqy of his love, which 
| hath neither brim nor hottom: the worid hath raiſed a ſlander 
upon the croſs of Chriſt, becauſe they love to go to heaven by 
nt and love not ſea-ſtcrms : But I write it under my 
hand (and would ſay more, it poiſibly a reader would not 
deem it hypocriſy) my obligation to Chriſt for the ſmell of his 
garments, for his love-kiſſes, theſe thirty weeks, ſtandeth ſo 
great, that I ſhould, and I deſire allo to chooſe to ſuſpend my 
ſalvation, to have many tongues looſed in my behalf to prails 
him; and ſuppole in perſon / never entred within the gates 
of the new Jeruſalem, yet fo being Chriſt may be ſet on high, 
and I had the liberty te caſt my love and praiſes for ever over 
the wall to Chriſt, I would be filent and content. but O he 
is more than my narrow praiſes! O time, time, flee ſwiſth, 
that our communion with Feſus may be perfeted ! I win 
your Lordſhip would urge Mr. T. to give his mind in the Cere- 
animes, and be pleaſed to let me fee it as quickly as can be, ard 
it ſhall be anfivered. To his rich grace / recommend your 
Lordſhip, and ſhall remain 


Aberd. July 8. Durs at all reſpective obedience 
1637. in Chriſt, S. R. 
„ J the Lady, CU LA OSS. 
Madam, 


Our Letter came in due time to me, now a priſoner d 
5 Chriſt, and in bonds for the Goſpel. | am ſentenced with 
deprivation, and confinement within the town of Aberdeen; 
but Oh my guiltineſs, the follies of my youth, the neglects u 
m calling, and eſpecially in not ſpeaking more for the king 
dom, crown and ſceptre of my royal and princely King Feſt 
do ſo ſtare me in the face, that I apprehend anger in ttat 
which is a crown of rejoicing to the dear ſaints of God! 15 
before my compearance (which was three ſeveral days) di 
trouble. me, and burdeneth me more now; howbeit brit 
and in him, God reconciled, met me with open 1 
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#ryſted me, preciſely at the entry of the door of the Et 
cellor's hall, and aſſiſted me to an wer io; as the advantage that 


my Lord, who is greater than my heart. Shew your brother, 


is, is not theirs, but Chriſts. Alas that is no Cauſe of wons 
dring, that Lam thus born down with challenges; for the - 
world hath miftaken me, and no man knoweth what guiltineſs 
is in me, fo well as theſe two (who ke:p my eyes now waks 
and my heart heavy) I mean, my heart and conſcience, 


that | defire him, while he is on the watch-tower, to plead 
with his Mother ʒ and to plead with this Land, and-ſpare not 
to cry, for my ſweet Lord Jeſus his fair crown, that the inter- 
dited and forbidden Lords are pluciing off his royal bead. 
were free of challenges and a higb Cmmiſſion within ni 
ſoul, I would not give a ſtraw to go to my Father's h 
through ten deaths, for the truth and cauſe of my lovely, loue- 
Jy One, Feſws : But I walk in heavineſs now. If ye love me, 
and Chriſt in me, my dear Lady, pray, pray for this only, 
that lyg nes betwixt my Lord and me may be bygones; and 
that he would paſs from the ſummons of bis high Commiſſion, 
and ſeek nothing from me, but what he will 4s for me and 
work in me. If your Ladiſbip knew me, as I do my ſelf, ye 
would lay, Poor ſoul, no marvel. It is not my apprehenſion, 
that createth this croſs to me; it is too real, and hath ſad and 
certaiſ grounds. But | will not believe that God will take 
this advantage of me, when my back is at the wall: He who 
forbiddeth to add affliction to affliction, will he do it himſelf? 
Why ſhould he purſue a dry leaf and ſtubble? Defire him to 
ſpare me now. Alſo the memory of the fair feaſt-days that 
Chriſt and J had in his banqueting-houſe of wine, and the 
ſcattered flock, on2e committ=4 to me, and now taken off my 
hard by himſelf, becauſe I was not fo faithful in the end, as 
I was in the firſt two years of my entry, when ſleep departed 
from my eyes, becauſe my ſoul was taken up with a care for 
Chriſt's lambs, even theſ: add ſorrow to my ſorrow. Now 
my Lord hath only given me this to ſay, and I write it under 
mine own hand, (be ye the Lord's ſervant's witneſs) IWel- 
come, welcome, ſweet, ſweet croſs of Chriſt: Welcome, fair, 
fair, lovely, royal King with thine own croſs : Let us all three 
He to heaven trgether; Neither care I'much to go from the 
Huth of Sc:tland to the North; and to be Chriſt's priſoner a- 
mongſt uncouth faces; a p'ace of this kingdom, which I have 
kttle reaſon to be in love with. I know, Chriſt ſhall make 
Averdeen my garden of delights. ' I am fully perſwaded, _ 
vw + . c of - 


$65 Mr. Ratherfoord's 
r book, that is written within and 
without, Lementation, and mourning, it's , Exck. ii. 10, 

dut The ſaints {þall. get a drink ot the wel that goeth through 
the —— __ — to Pub do WNe „Thus, ho. 
5 ye will think upon the poor pri loner of Chriſt, I pray, 

grace be with ich en. ir; 24 
— —— 
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2 c GoxDON of of Earldous, 
Much 33 Sir, Wh 
1 Find Imall hopes of £'s buſineſs. "Tone eee 
| e e on ta, ee The Lord is with me, [ 
Wer, — ——— br 8 and I want no- 
1 3 no king. is better provided t Sweet, ſneet 
eaſy is the ęroſs of ee all men wi; in the face 
(of w ſoever ra „ nobles, and poor, acquaintance and firan- 
gers) are fiiendly to me. My Welbeloved is ſome kinder and 
and more warmly than ordinary, and cometh and. viſiteth my 
foul My chains are ovex - gilded with gold. Only the re- 
membratgeo of my fair. days with Chri 3 and of 
my dear flock (whole caſę is my beart's ſorrow) is vinegar to 
my ſuger'd wine; yet both ſweet and ſowre feed my ſan]: No 
pen, no words, no engine can. expreſs to you the lovelineſs of 
my only, only Lord Jeſus. I hus in haſte, making for my pa. 
lace at Aberden, I bleſs you, your wife, your eldeſt ſon and 
- ther Children. Grace, Brace be with you. 
Eliub. Sept. . a Tours in his only, only 
1626. n 0 Tee S. | * 


To. ROBERT GORDON of Knockbrex- 


6 dear oft Brother, | 

Chriſt thinketh ſhame (if I may ſpeak ſo) to be in ſuch 
* r man's common as mine. burden no man; I wait 
nothing; vo face hath gloomed upon me ſince [left you: God's 
ſun and fair weather conveyeth me to my time- paradiſe in 
Aberdeen; Chriſt bath ſo handſomly fitted for my ſhoulders 
chis rough tree of the crofs, as that it hurteth me no ways. 
: My treaſure is up in Chriſt $.coffers ; my comforts are greater 
a ye can believe my pen ſhall lie for penury of words p 


ite of them. \God knoweth, - lam filled with the joy 15 
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Hey Gboſt. Only the memory of you, my deare@ in the Tor 
my flock and others, keepeth me under, and from being exaf- 
ted above meaſure: Chrift's ſweet ſauce hath this ſowre mix'd 
with it; but O ſuch a ſweet and pleaſant taſte !- 7 find: ſmall 
hopes of Qs matter. Thus in haſte. Remember me to your 
miſe, and to William Gordon. Grace be with-you. + | 
inb. Sept. 5. 1636. Tours in his only, only Lord Feſus, S. R. 
eh Cat a © GAY ene 
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I Race, mercy and peace be to you: Hearing of your Tori. 
6 ſbip's zeal and courage for Cbriſt our Lord, in owning 
his bonograble cauſe, I am bold (and I plead pardon for it) 
to ſpeak in paper by a line or two to your Lordſhip, ( {mce 
have not accels any other way) beſeeching your .ordſhip by 
the mercĩes of God, and by the everlaſting peace of your Lok 
and by the tears and prayers of our Morber-chureh, to go on 
as ye have -worthily begun, in purging of the Lord's houſe 
in this land, and plucking down the ticks of Antichriſts 
filthy neſt, this wretched Prelacy, and that black kingdom; 
whoſe wicked aims have ever been, and ſtill are, to make 
this fat world the only compaſs, they would have Chrift and 
religion to ſail by; and to moum up the mar of ſin, their 
god. father the Pope of Rome, upon the higheſt ſtair of Chriſfs 


a 


throne, and to make a YVelvet-charch, (in regard of parlia- | 
ment grandeur and worldly . pomp, whereot always theit 
ſtinking breath ſmelleth) and pur Chriſt and truth in ſack- 
cloth and priſon. and to eat the bread of adverſity,” and drink 
the water of affliction : Half an eye of any, not mifted with 
the darkneſs of Anticbriſtian ſmoke, may ſee it thus in this 
land; and nov our Lord hath begun to awaken the nobles and 
others, to pſcad' for born-down Chriſt, and his weeping goſ- 
pel. My dear and noble Lord, the eye of Chriſt is upon you; 
the eyes of many noble, many holy, many learned and wor- 
thy ones, in our neighbour Churches about are upon yow, 
this poor Church, your Mother and Chriſt's Spouſe, is hold- 
ing up ber hands and heart to God for you, and doth be- 

ſeech you with tears, to pleadd for her Husband; his ue 

ſceptre, and for the liberties that her Lord and King hath - 
given to ber, às to à free Kingdom; that oweth ſpirituli 
tribute to none on eatth, 4c being the'free-born' Princeſs ard . | 
Daughter to the King of kings. This B a cauſe thit-before 


a Right honourable and my very worthy Lord, 5 
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30d, his angels, th: world, before ſun and nioon, neederh 
not to,bluih., O what glory and true honour is it, to lend 
Coriſt your hand and ſervize, and to be amongſt the repairers 
of the breaches of Liens walls, and to help to build the old 
waſte places, and ſtretch forth the curtains, and ſtrengtben 
the ſtakes of Chriſt's Tent in this land! O bleſſed are they, 
who, when, Chriſt is driven Away, will bring him back again, 
and lend him lodg ing And bleiied are ye of the Lord, your 
name and honour mall never rot or wither in heaven (at leaſt) 
if ye deliver the Lord's ſheep, that have been ſcattered in the 
dark and cloudy day, out- ot the hands of ſtrange lords and 
 Hirelings, who with rigour and cruelty, have cauled them to 
eat the paſtures troden upon with their foul, feet, and to 
drink muddy water, and who have ſpun out ſuch a world of 
yards of indifferencies in God's worghip, to make and weaye 


- 


a web for the Antichriſt (that ſhall not keep any from the 


cold) as they mind nothing elſe, but that by the bringing: in 
of the Pope's toul tail firſt upon us, (their weetched and beg. 
garly ceremonzes ) that they may thruſt in after them the 
Antichriſt's legs and tbigbs, and his belly, head and ſhoulders; 
and then cry down Chriit and the goſpel, and up the mer- 
chandice and wares of the great where. Fear not, my wer- 
thy Lerd, to give your {clt, and all ye have, out for Chriſt 
and his goſpel: No man dare ſay, whoever did thus hazard 
for Chriſt, that Chriſt paid him not his hundred-fold in this 
life, duly, and in che life to come, life everlaſting. This is 
his own truth ye now plead for; for God and man cannot but 
commend you, to beg juſtice from a juſt prince for oppreſſed 
Chriſt; and to plead that. Chriſt, who is the king's Lord, 
may be heard in a free cgurt to ſpeak for himlelf, when the 

ing and eſtabliſhed Laws of our Nation can ſtrongly 
plead tor Chriſt's crown in the pulpits, and his chair, as 
| Law:-gzver in the free government of his own Houſe : but 
Chriſt ſhall never be content and pleated with this land, nei- 
ther ſhall bis hot fiery indignation be turned away, ſo long 2s 
the Prelate (the man that lay in Antichriſt's foul womb, and 
the Antichriſt's Lord Bailliff) ſhall fit Lord-carver, in the 
Lord Jeſus. his courts : The Prelate is both the egg and the 
neſt to cleck and bring forth Popery: Plead therefore in 
Chriſt's behalf, for the plucking down of the neſt, and cruſh- 


ing of the egg ; and let Chriſt's kingly office ſuffer no more 


' * unworthy indignities. Be valiant for your royal Kipg Jc\us; 
contend tor him: Your adverſaries ſuall be moth-eaten Woran 
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Werd. Jan. 4. Tour Tord ſhip's at all | obedience 
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To. 4 Chriſtian Gentlewoman. 


— 


— —— 


„ — 
Race, mercy and peace be to you. Though not acquain- 1 
ted, yet at the deſire of a Chriſtian Brother, I thought | | 
good to write a line unto you, intreating you tn the Lord ſe- 
tus, under your trials, to keep an ear open to Chriſt, who 
can ſpeak for himſelf, howbeit your viſitations, and. your 
own ſenſe, ſhould dream hard things of his love and favour. 
Our Lord never getteth ſo kind a look of us, nor our love in 
luch a degree, nor our faith in ſuch a meaſure of ſtedfaſtneſs, 
25 he getteth out of the furnince of our tempting fears and 
ſharp trials, I verily believe (and too ſad proots in me ſay 
no leſs) that if our Lord would grind our whoriſh luſt in 
powder, the very old aſhes of our corruption ſhould take life 
Again, and live, and hold us under ſo much bondage, that 
my humble us, and make us (ad, till we be in that country, 
Where we ſhall need no phyſick at all. O what violent means 
doch our Lord uſe to gain us to him, as if indeed we were z 
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ire worthy his fighting for! And be ſure, if leading would. 
ins of hair and myo 

oh 


do the turn, he would not uſe pulling 
But the beſt of us will bide a ſtrong pull of cur Lord's i 
arm, ere we follow him. Yet : ſay not this, as if our Lord al. 
ways meaſured afftitions by ſo many ounce-weights, ar- 
ſwerable to the grain- weights of our guiltineſs : 1 know hs 
doth in many (and poſhb!y in you) ſeek notbing ſo much as 
faith; that can endure ſummer and winter in their extremity, 
 O how precious to the Lord is faith and love, that when 
threſhed, beaten, and chaſed away, and boaſted (as it were) 
by God himſelf, doth yet look warm-like, love-like, Kind. 
like, and life-like home over to Chriſt, and would be in # 
him, I and well à it may be! Think not much, that your 
husband, or the deareſt to you in the world, proveth to hav: 
the'bowels and mer y of the Ofirich, hard and rigorous ard 
rue]; for Pſal. ccvii. 10. the Lord taketh up ſuch falia 
ones as theſe. I could not wiſh a more ſweet lite, nor more 
fatisfying expreſſions of kindne's, till | be up at that Prince 
of kindneſs, than the Lord's ſaints find, when the Lord taketh 
up men's refuſe, and lodgeth this world's outlaws, whom 
na man ſeeketh after. His breath is never ſo hot, his love 
eaſterh never ſuch a flame, as when this world, and thoſe whe 
ſnould be the helpers of our. jy, caſt water on our coal. | 
1 Afweet thing to ſee them caſt out, and God take in;-ar! 
to ſee them throw us away, as the refuſèe of men, and God 
take us up as his jewels and his treaſure... Often he maketh 
gold of drols, as once he made the caſt- away Stone, the Ste 
4 rejected by the builders, the Head of the Corner. The prit- 
ces of this world would not have our Lord Jeſus a pinning in 
the wall, or to have any place in the building; but the Lord 
made him the Maſter-ſt:-ne of Power and Place. God be 
thanked, that this w:rld hath not power to cry us down 10 8 
_w pounds, as rulers cry down light gold, or light filyer; 
we ſhall ſtand for as much as our Meſter-coiner Chriſt, whole 
coin, arms, and ſtamp we bear, will have us: Chriſt hath no 
mifcarrying balance. Thank your Lord, who chaſeth you! 
love through two kingdoms, and followeth you and it ove! 
fea, to have you for himſelf, as he ſpeaketh, Hoſ. iii. Fer 
God layeth up his ſaints, as the wait and the choice of all the 
world, for himſelf; and this is like Chriſt and his love. 0 
What, in heaven or out of heaven, is comparable to the ſmell 
of Chrift's arments! Nay, ſuppoſe our Lord would mani 
his art, and make ten chitin yens of n 


. 


wiſdom, he could not make the like of Chrift ; for chriſ is 
God, and God cannot be made; and therefore let us bold us 
with Chriſt; howbeit-we 1 our wai} and will of an 


that he and we were together! O! when Chriſt and ye ſhall 


entry-into eternity, ye ſhall ſee heaven in his face at the firſt 
look, and ſalvation and glory ſitting in his countenance, and 
betwirt his eyes. Faint not, the miles to heaven are but 
few and ſhort 3 he is —— bed (as the word ſpeak- 
eth, Cant. i.) of love, for himſelf and you: There are ma 
beads lying in Chriſt's boſom, but theres room for yours 4- 
mong the reſt : And therefore go on, and let hope go before 
you. Sin not in your trials, and the victory is yours. Pray, 
wreſtle and believe, and ye-ſhall overcome and preyail with 
Gad, as Jacob did: No windleſtrams, no bits of clay, no 
temptations, which are of no longer life than an hour, will 
then be able to withſtand you, when once ye have preyailed 
with God. Help me with your prayers, that it would pleaſe 
the Lord to give me Waſe-room again, to ſpeak of his righ= 
teouſneſs in the great Congregation, if it may ſeem good in 
his ſight. Grace, grace be with you. | 1 
Aberd. July 6. 1637. Tours i his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
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before his Confinement at Aberdeen ; And others 
from St, Andrews, London, &c. after his En- 
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Madam x ; ö 


beard of your Ladyſhip's infirmity and fickneſs, witch 

Erief; yet I truſt ye have learned to ſay, I is the 

Ta, let him whatſoever ſeemeth goed in his eyes. It is 
2 * 


en, 


things, and of new. joys, deviſed out of the deep of 9115 | 


hoſt of lovers, as many as three heavens could contain: G 


meet about the outmoſt march and borders of time, and the © 


Some Letters of the ſame Author, from Anvoth, | 


L L dutiful obedience in the Lord remembred : I have 
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" whether their will or the will of their Creator ſhould be 
and fince that time, froward mankind hath always in that ſame 
Suit of law compeared, to plead with them againſt God, in 


þ - — 
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Mr. Rutherfor ts 
now many years ſince the apoſtate angels made 


queſtion, 


daily repining | 


ainſt his will: but the Lord, being both 
Fra obtained a decreet, and faith, Iſa. xlyi, 


10. My counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will de all my pleaſure, It is 


then beſt for us, in the obedience of faith, and. in an holy ſub- 


- miſſion, to give that to God, which the law of his almighty 
- and juſt. power will have of us. Therefore, Madam, your 
Lord willeth you, in all ſtates of life, to ys Thy will be done in 


earth, as it is in heaven: and herein ſhall ye have comfort, 
that he, who ſecth perfectly through all your evils, and know- 
eth the frame and conſticution of your nature, and what is 
Moſt healthful for your ſoul, holdeth every cup of. affliction 
to your head, with his own gracious hand. Never believe, 
that your tender - hearted Saviour, who knoweth the ſtrength 


of your ſwmach, will mix that cup with one drahm- weight of 


iſon. Drink then with the patience ofthe ſaints; and the 
Bod of patience bleſs your phyſick. I have heard your Ledy- 
ſhip complain of deadneſs, want of the. beſtirring power 
Bf he lite of God ; but courage, he who walked in the garden, 
and made a noiſe, that made Adam hear his voice, will allo at 
ſome times walk in your ſou}, and make you hear a more ſweet 


word: Vet ye will not always hear the noiſe and the din of 


his feet, hen he ar Jarre at ſach a time like Jacob 


mourning at the ſuppoſed death of Feſeph, when Foſeph was 


living. The new creature, the image of the ſecond Adam, is 


living in you; and yet ye are mourning at the ſuppoſed death 
of the life of Chriſt in you. Ephraim 1 mouræ- 
Ing, Fer. xxxi. 18. when he thinketh;.God is far off and hear- 
eth not; and yet God is like the-Bridegroom, Cant. ii. ſtand- 


ing only behind a thin wall, and laying to his ear; for be faith 


«himſelf, ver. 18. I have ſurely heard Ephraim be moaning hin- 
Self I have good confidence, Madam, that Chriſt ſeſus, 

whom your ſoul! through foreſts and mountains is ſeeking, is 
within you: And yet I ſpeak not this, to lay a pillow under 
your bead; or to difſwade you from an holy fear of the loſs of 
your Chriſt, or of proyoking- and ſtirring up the Beloved be- 
fore he pleaſe, by fin. I know, in ſpiritual confidence, the de- 


| : vil will come in, as in all other good works, and cry, Half 


ine; and ſo endeavour to bring you under a fearful ſleep, 


tem he whom your ſoul loyeth be departed fraqa.che door, an 
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haye left off knacking ; and therefore, here the Spirit of God 
muſt hold your ſouſ's feet in the golden mid-line, betwixt, 
confident reſting in the arms of Chrzft, and preti us and 
drouſie ſleeping in the bed 1 ſecurity. T berefore, 
worthy Lady, ſo count little of your ſelf, becauſe af your wm 
wretchedneſs and ſinful drouſineſs, that ye count not allo little 
of God in the courſe of his unchangeable mercy ; For there. 
be many chriſtians, moſt like unto yaung failers, who think 
the ſhore and the whale land doth move, When. the ſhip and 
they themſelves are moved; juſt ſo, not a few do imagine, that 
God moveth and faileth and changeth places, becauſe their 
ziddy ſouls are under ſail, and ſubject to alteration, to eb - 
Ling and flowing; but the foundation of the Lord abideth. 
ſure, God knoweth, that ye are his own; Wreſtle, fight, go 
forward, watch, fear believe, pray; and tlfen ye have all the” 
infallible ſymptoms of one of the elect of Chriſt within you, + 
Ye have now, Madam, a ficknels before you; and alſo afteri 
that, a death: gather then now food for the journey. God 

ive you eyes. to ſee through ſickneſs and death, and. to 
ee ſomething beyond death. 1 doubt not, but if hell were 
betwixt you and Chriſt, as a river Which ye behoyed to croſs, 
ere ye could come at, him, but- ye would willingly put in 
your foot, and make through, to be at him, upon hope that he 
would come in himſelf in the deepeſt of the river, and. lend 
you his hand. Now I believe, your hell is dried up, and 
Je haye only theſe two ſhallew brooks, ſickzeſs: and death, to: 
pals through; and ye have alſo a promite, that Chriſt ſhall do: 
more then meet you, even that he ſhall came himſelf and go 

with you foot for foot, yea, and bear you in his arms. O then! 
O then, for the joy that is ſet before 7755 for the love of the _ 
Man (who is alſo God over all, bleſſed for ever) that is ſtand- 

ing upon the ſhore to welcome you, run your race with pa- 
tience. The Lord go with you. Yo d will not haye- 

You, nor any of his ſervants, to exchange f6r the worle. Death: 

in it ſelf includeth both the death of the ſoul, and the death, ⁵⁶ 
of the body; but to God's children the bounds and the limits i 
of death are abridged, and drawn into a more narrow compaſs: | 
So that when ye die, a piece af death ſhall only ſeize upan- - 
xr Hh the leaſt part of you ſhall: die, and that is the diſſa- 

tion of the body; for in Chriſt ye are delivered from the ſe-. 
ond death: and therefore, as one born of God, commit not ⁵⁶ 
Sn, (although ye cannot live and not fin) and that ſerpent 


but cat your earthly 22 As for your ſou), it is a Va, 
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the law of death: But it is fearful and dangerous, to be a 
debtor and ſeryant to fin ; for the count of ſin ye will not be 
able to make good before God, except Chriſt both count and 
pay for you. I truſt alſo, Madam, that ge will be careful 
to preſent tothe Lord the preſent eſtate of this decaying Kirk; 
for, what ſhall be concluded in parliament anent her, 
Lord knoweth: Sure I am, the decree of a moſt Kartal pa 
Kament in heaven, is at the very point of coming forth, be- 
if cauſcof the ſins of the land; For, We have caſt away the Lan 
40 the Lord, and deſpiſed the words of the holy one of Iſrael, 
= v. 24. Judgment is turned away backward, and juſtice 
nk Standeth afar of; Truth i fallen in the ſtreets, and equity 
= canndt enter, Ia. lix. 14. Lo, the Prophet, as if he hag ſeen us 
and our Kirk, reſembleth juſtice to be handled as aft enemy, 
holden out at the ports of our city, ſo is ſhe baniſhed ; and 
truth to a perſon ſickly and diſcaled, fallen down in a deadly 
ſwooning fit, in the ſtreets, before he can come to an houl:, | 
The iel have cauſed many to ſtumble at the law, and have 
_ Corrupted the covenant of Levi, Mal. ii. & But what wil 
thy do inthe end? ſer. v. 31. Therefore give the Lord no 
reſt for Zien. Stir up your Husband, your Brother, and ll 
with whom ye are in fayour and credit, to ſtand upon the 
Lord's fide, againſt Baal. I have good hope, your husband 
loyeth the peace and proſperity of Zion: The peace of God 
be upon him, for his let courles, anent the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a powerful miniſtry in this land. Thus, not willing 
to weary your Ladyſhip farther, I commend you, now and al 
ways, to the grace and mercy of that God, who is able to 
keep you, that ye fall not. The Lord Jeſus be with your 
pirit. 3 => 5 g 
Anwoth, July 27. Tour . Servant at all dutifu 
, 1628. obedience in Chriſt, S. R. 


To the Pariſoners F K I L I AC OL ME. 


Worthy and welbeloved in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, ; 
FY Race, mercy and peace be to you: Your letters could 
| not come to my 2 in a greater throng of buſinels, 
than I am now prefled with at this time, when our Kirk re- 
gquireth the ck help of us all; yet L,canpot but anſwet 
the heads of both your letters, with proviſion that ye chuſe, 
after this, a fitter time for writing. 1. I would not have Jen 
pitch upon me, as the man able by letters to anſwer * 
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of this kind, while there are in your bounds, men 


- 


ef 


parts, moſt able for this work. 7 know the beſt are un- 
Lying yet it e r Spirit of Jelus, to blow his fweet 
wind through a piece dry ſtick, that the empty reed may keep | 

w glory to it ſelf; but a- miniſter can make no ſuch wind as 


s to blow, he. is ſcarce able to lend it a paſſage to blow 
through him. 2. Know that the wind of this Spirit hath a 
time, when'it bloweth ſharp, and pierceth ſo ſtrongly, that 
it would blow through an iron door; and this is commonly 
rather nnder ſuering for Chriſt, than at any other time. Sic] 
children get of Chriſt's ple 
becauſe Jeſus is moſt tender of the ſufferer, for he was a Suſ- 

himſelf. O if 7 had but the Jeavings and the drawing 
F the by-boerd of a ſyfferer's table! But 7leave this to anfwer 
yours. Firſt, Ye write, That God's vows are lying on you, 
and ſecurity trong, and ſih to nature, ſtealing on you who are 
weak. I anſwer, 1. Till we be in heaven, the beſt have 


beary beads, as is evident, Cant. v. 1. Pſal. xxx. 6. Fob xxix. 


1%, Matth., Xvi. 33. Nature is aſluggard, and loveth not 


that it is like a feaver paſt the cbol: And the quietnels, and 
the ealms of the faith of victory over corruption,” would be en- 
tertained in the place of e ; fo that if 7 ſleep, I would 
deſire to ſleep faith's ory in Chriſt's boſom. 2. Know alſo, 
row for a lumbring ſoul, is a token of ſome watchfulneſs of 
ſpirit : But this is ſoon turned into wantonnels, (as grace in 


men will ſoon ſleep, and Tooner than hungry men. 3. For your 
Weakneſs to keep off ſecurity, that like a thief ſtealeth upon 
you, I would ſay two things. (1) To want complaints of 


weakneſs, is for heaven, and angels that never ſirmed, not for 


Cbriſtians in Chriſt's camp on earth: Ithink our weakneſs 
. could i Paketh us the Church of the redeemed ones, and Chriſt's field 
line's, thatthe Mediator ſhould labour in. If there were no diſeafes 


Lick re- n earth, there needed no phyſicians on earth. If Chrift had 


anſwer cried down weakneſs, he might have cried down his own 


929 only fair and market. No man ſhould rejoice at weak- 


3 


ed 5 
7 
* 
1 


s pleaſant things, to play them withal,  - 


the labour of Religion; therefore reſt ſhould not be taken, till 
ne know the diſcale be over, and in the way of turning, and 


none that ſleep ſound can ſeriouſly complain of ſleepineſs ; ſor- 


us too often is abuſed ) therefore our waking muſt be watched 
over, elſe ſleep will even grow out of watching; and there is 
as much need to watch over grace, as to watch over fan : full 


alling ; but weakneſs is our Mediator's world: Sin is Chriſt's 
me Goaſes; buy {ths en 
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at, boils and ſores, becauſe without them, Chriff's fingers, 6 
_ a lain Lord, ſhould never have touched our skin. I dare not 
thank my ſelf, but I dare thank God's depth of wiſe provi 
that I have an errand in me, while I live, for Chriſt to come a 
viſit me, and bring with him his drugs and his balm. O how 
| ſweet is it, for a ſinner to put his nel in Chriſt's {trength- 
ming hand, and to father a ſick ſoul upon ſuch, a Phyſician, 
and to lay weakneſs before him, to weep upon him, and to 
plead wk ee Weakneſs can ſpeak and cry, when we have. 
not a tongue, Exek. xvi. 6. And when I paſſed by thee, and 
ſaw'thee polluted in thine own blocd, 1 ſaid unto thee, when 
8 in thy blood, Live. The Kirk could not, ſpeak one 
word to Chriſt then; but blood, and guiltineſs out of meaſure 
 fpake, and drew out of Chrift pity, an a word of life and 
pve. (2) For weakneſs, we have it, that we may employ Chrift's 
ſtrength becauſe. of our weakneſs : Weakneſs is to make us the 
ſtrongeſt things; that is, when having no ſtrength of our own, 
We are carried upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, and walk (as it were) 
upon his legs: If our finful weakneſs ſwell up to the clouds, 
Bria's ſtrength will ſwell up to the ſun, and far above the 
heayen of heavens. : 2dly, Ye tell me, That there is need of 
. counſel for ſtrengthning of new beginners. .. 7 can ſay little to 
that, who am not well begun my ſelf; but I know, honeſt be. 
\ * ginningSare nouriſhed by him, even by lovely Jeſus, who ne- 
ver, yet put out a poor man's dim candle, who is, wreſtli 
1 ixt light and darkneſs. I am ſure, if new beginners would 
| urge themſelves upon Chriſ, and preſs their ſouls upon him, 
Land importune him for a. e of his ſweet love, they 
could not come wrong to Chriſt : Come once in upon the 
right n:ck.and ſtep of his lovely love, and I defy you to get 
free of him again: ifapy beginners fall off Chriſt again, and 
mils him, they never lighted upon Chriſt as Chriſt ; it was 
but an idol, W took for him., -3dIly, Whereas ye 
complain of a dead miniſtry in your bounds: Ye are to re- 
member, that the Bible among you is the contract of marriage; 
and the manner, of Chriſt's convoying his love to your heart, 
is not ſo abſolutely dependent upon even lively preaching, 25 
| that there is no converſion at all, no life of God, but that 
that is tyed to a man's lips; The daughters of Jeruſalem 
I Have done often that, which the watchmen could not do- 
| { Make Chriſt your Miniſter, he can woo a ſoul at a dyke-fde 
| in the field; he needeth not us, howbeit the flock be obliged 
ts ſeek him in the ſhepherdstents, Hunger. of Chriſt's * 
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ing mar Xhitive, exen im 5 t the ie 
ing of the flock, © O'blefted ſoul, that ean leap over a nan, and 
look above a pulpit up to Chriſt, who can preach” home to 
the heart, howbeit we were all dead and rotten! g#bly, 
50 to complain af your ſelf, as to juſtifie God, is right 3 pro- 
riding ye juſtifie his Spirit lad jo ſelf; for men ſeldom ad- 
vocate 


againſt Satan's work and fin in themſelves, but againſt 


God's work in themſelves: ſome of the people of God ſlander . 


| God's grace in their fouls, as ſome wretches uſe to do, who 
complain and murmur of want; I have nothing, (ſay they) 
ill is- gone, the ground yielderh but weeds and windleſtiraws 
when as their fat harveſt,” and their money on bank maketh 
7 5 5 5 But for my ſelf, alas! 7 think it is not my fin, 
ive ſcarce wit to ſin this fin: But 7 adviſe you to ſpeak 
bed of Chriſt for his beauty and ſweetneſs, and ſpeak good 
of him for his grace to your ſelves. 5tbly, Light remaineth, 
ye ſay, but ye cannot attain to painfulneſs. See if this com- 
int be not booked in the New Teftarfent : And the place, 


er Rewards, who mind not the fed: 


- 


m. Vit. 18. is like this, To will is preſent with me, but hows: 


* 
- 


= 
- * 
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* 


to perform that which is good, I know not. But every one” {| 
hath not Pauks ſpirit in complaining : For often in us, com- 
plaining is but an humble backbiting and traducing of Chriſt's 


new work in the ſoul: But for the matter of the complaint, I 
would ay, The light of glory is perfectly obeyed in loving, 
and praifing and rejoicing, and reſting in a ſeen and known 


- 


but that light is not hereaway im any clay-body ; for, | 
"while we are here, light is in the moſt part broader and long- | 
er than our narrow and ferkleſs obedience : But if there be 


light, with a fair train and a great back, I mean, armies of chal- 
lenging thoughts, and ſorrow for coming ſhort of performance, 


C4 


1 


in what we know and ſee ought to be performed, then that ſor- 


row for not doing, is ofour Lord for doing : our honeſt 
ſorrow and ſincere aims, together with Chriſt's interceſſion, 
pleading that God would welcome that which we have, and for- 
give what we haye not, muſt be ourlife, till we be over the hound 
rad, and in the other country, where the law will get a perfect 
ſoul. 6thly, In Chriſt's abſence,” there is (as ye write) a wil- 
lingneſs to uſe means, but heavineſs after the uſe of them, be- 
cuſe of the formal and light performarice., In Chriſt's ab- 
ſence, I confeſs; the — 1 2 behind; but if ye mean ab- 

of comfort, and abſence of ſenſe of his ſweet - preſence, 


I think that abſence is Chriſt's trying of us, hot fimply our 
kn againſt him: Therefore, howbeit our obcdicnce then be 
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Bol ſtill 
in obeying, 
22 we think not 9 
Mal and lifeleſs, except tl 


2 think Bur if ye Cs ab 


wing o wor 
F an abſence: Therg 
nels For the F. ER .thank} 
or the Bridegroom is 8 "x 
my while ſhe is 2 e 18 Work 
ml helping more than ye ſee. Alſo. I recommend: 
ot 4 formality, - for lifeleſs Mg Foo in : 
Bo caſten down, as much as ye will or.can, for dead 
I that flow and dul — of ſin, that yi 
d nor drive, in yaur ſpiritual obediente. O;how fweet to 
Bel ſeſus are bills and grievances, given in againſt cerru 
n and the body of ſin! I would have Chriſt, 4 
x (if | may Al ſo) and deaved with our cries, as ye ſer 
a doth, Rom. Vii. 24. O wretched man that 1 am, 
25 fhet deliver me from the e body of this death? Proteſta- 
 fions againſt the law of ſin in yl, gn re. ewgrecply why 
An can have no law againſt” you: Seek to have your. pro- 
teſtation diſeuſſed and jud 1 and then ſhall ye And Chil 
en your ſide of it. 22 Ye bold, That Cinik muſt either 
have hearty ſervice, or no ſervice at all. If ye mean, he will 
not half a heart, or have feigned ſervice, ſuch as the hype 
crites give him, I grant you that; Chriſt muſt have. hone 
. or ing: But if ye mean, be will have ng ſervice at a 
where the heart draweth only in any meaſure ; I would not 
that were true, for my of heaven, and all chat I am 
worth in the world. If ye TEN to walk, W.brgven, um 
a cramp or 2 crook, I fear ye muſt go your alone: he 
eth our droſs and defects; and ſweet. Jeſus pitieth us, when 
., weabneſs and deadneſs in our obedience is our crab,” and not 
dur darling... $thly, The liar (as ye write) challengeth, & * 
work as . ye bleſs your Cautioner for the ground 
2 he hath 1; peege dare not fay, but ye have urance 
in ſome meaſure. To this I "og 1. It ſhall be no fault, to ſays 
's labour, and c challenge 1 it your4elf, or at leaſt — 
Wen, but beware of Satan's ends in challenging, for b 
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fitbin clus, who waſheth ill; when we have defiled cur 
fouls, and made our ſelves lothſom; and ſeek ftill the blood 


5 
2 


"+ 


7 


diſcourage you, ſo that ye know not, if ever ye ſhall win 

 again.to luch over joying conſolations of the Spirit in this lif 

' as formerly ye had; and therefore a Lace may be, 1f, 757 
333 


| place; howbeit the runners never get a view of, it, till, th 


mongſt you: But I know, in converſion all ee in 
le and 


Tz. 
th to put Chriſt and you at odds. 2. Weleomp bome 


"atonement. for, faults little or meille. Know the gate to 
Fe well, and die about it. 3. Make meille of aſſurance, for 
epeth your anchor Axed. gebn, Out-breakings (ye ſay) 


— 


aſſurante and ort iſicat ion, the children of Gcd be ordanar 
2 e ? I anſwer, I ſee no 3 to 
ink, it is enough, in a race, to ſec the gold at the ſtarting 


come to om end; and fog wile Lord rhinkerh i 
fateſt,, we ſhouid not always be fingering and playing wi 

Chriff's apples. Our Welbetroed, 1 know, well — and 
play with his Bride, as much as be thinketh will allure her to 
the rink's end: Yet I judge it not unlawful to ſeek renewed 
conſolations, providing, 1. The heart be ſubmiſſive, and con- 
tent, to leave the meaſure and timing of them to him. 2. 
Providing they be ſought, to excite us to praiſe, and ſtreng- 
then gur aflurance; and ſharpen eur defires after himſelf. 3. Let 
them be ſought, not for our humours or {ſwelling ꝙ nature, 
but as the earneſt of heaven: And | think, many do attaingo 


* 


— conſolations after mortification, than ever they had 
rly. But 1 know, our Lord walketh here, ſtill by a ſo- 
vereign latitude, and kee not the ſame · way, as to one 
-bair-breadth without a miſs, towards all his children. As for 
2 people with you, I am not the man fit to ſpeak to 

I rejoice: expęedingly, that Chriſt is engaging ſouls 


the firſt buying; (as we ule to ſay) for many lay fa 
baſtard — * and tal up converſion at their bot, and 
get Chriſt tor as good as half - nothing, and had never a ſick 
night for fin, and this maketh Jooſe werk: I pray you dig deep; 
Chriſt's palace- work, and his ne w- dwelling, laid upon hell 
felt and feared, is moſt firm: And heaven, grounded and laid 
upon ſuch a hell, is ſureſt werk, and will not waſh away with 
winter terms. It were good that profeſſors were not like 
Joung beirs, that come to their rich eſtate, long ere they 
eome to their wit; and ſo is ſeen on it, the tavern, and the 
cards, and the harlots ſteal their ridges from them, ere ever 


they be aware whas they are doing · I know, 3 Cr bought 4 
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with ſtrokes is ſwegteſt. (2.) I recommend to you conference 
and prayer at privato meetings: For warrant whereof, ſee 
Iſa. 11. 3. Jer. I. 4, 5. Hof. 11. I, 2. Ezek. vi. 20, 21; 22, 
23. Mal. iii. 16. Lale xxiv. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. Jobn xx. 
Ig. At xii. v. 12. Col. iii. 16. and iv. 6. Epbeſ. iv. 20. 


1 Pot. iv. 10. 1 Thef. v. 14. Heb. iii. 13. and x. 25. 


coals make a good fire, and that is a part of the communion 


| of ſaints. 1 muſt*entreat you, and your chriſtian' arquain 
- tances in the pariſh, to remember me to God in your pr ers, 
re- 


and my flock and miniſtry,” and my tranſportation 
moval from this place, which | fear, at this aſſembly: And 
be carneft with God for our Mother-kirk. For want of time, 


1 EIS all in one letter. The rich grace of our Lord 
bri 5 


Jeſus be with you all. Ec oy 
- Anwoth, Aug. 5. 1639. Tears in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
BW ATE ar LA .... HT PEE Fa. + 
10 @ Chriſtian Gentlewoman. © © 1 
, . CM — in "yy . + - 
Miſtreſs, 


Above in Chriſt remembred to you: I was indeed for- 


rowful at my departure from you, eſpecially ſince ye 


were inſuch heavineſs after your daughter's death; yet Ido 


wade my ſelf; ye know, that the weighteſt end of the 
croſs of Chriſt; that is laid upon you, lieth upon your ſtr 
Saviour: Fot Iſaiah ſaith, Chap. Ixiti. 9. In all your af- 
lictions he is affiit#ed ; O bletſed Second, who ſuffereth with 
vou! and glad may your ſouls be, even to walk in the hery 


furnace, with one like unto the Son of man, who is allo the 


Son of God. Courage, up your heart; when ye do tire, be 


will bear both yoy and your burden,  Pſal. Iv. 22. Yet alittle 


while, and ye ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God. Remember of 
what age your daughter was, as long was your leaſe of her; 
if ſhe was 18, 19, or 20 years old, I know not, ſure I am, 
ſeeing her term was come, and your ſeaſe run out, ye canno 


more juſtly quarrel your great Superior for taking his ow!, 


at his juſt term-day, than a poor farmer can complain, that 


his maſter taketh a portion of his own land to himſelf, when 


his leaſe is expired. Good Miſtreſs; it ye would not be content 


that Chriſt- would hold from you the heavenly inheritance, 


which is made yours by his death ; ſhall not that ſame Chriſt 
think bardly of you; if ye refuſe to give him your daughter 
willingly, who is à part of his inheritance and conqueſt * l 


Pray the Lord, to give you all your own, and to grace 428 


— 


Mr. Rurberfoords Fa Epiſt. of | 


with patience, to give God his alſo: He is an ill debtor, who 


payet that which he hath borrowed, with a grudge : In- 
that! 


loan of ſuch a good daughter, an heir of grace, 


2 member of Chriſt (as I believe) delerveth more thanks at 
your Creditor's hand, than that ye ſnould gloom and mur mer, 
when he craveth but his own: | believe ye would judge. 
them to be but thankleſs neighbours, who would pay you a2 


* 


ſum of money after this manner. But what ? do ye think her 


/ loſt, whervſhe is but ſleeping in the boſom of the Almighty ® 


Think her not abſent, who is in ſuch a Friend's ho 

fhe loſt to you, who is found to Chriſt ? If ſhe were with 2 
dear friend, although ye ſhould never ſee her again, your 
care for her would be but ſmall : Oh now, is ſhe not with a 


dear Friend, and gone higher, upon a certain hope that ye 


ſhall in the reſurrection ſee her again, when (be ye ſure) ſhe 
ſhall neither be hectick nor conſumed in body! Ye would be 


ſorry either to be, or be eſteemed an Atheift ; and yet not I, 


but the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. iv. 13. thinketh thoſe to be hopeleſs 
Atheiſts, who mourn exceſſively for the dead : But this 1s not 
2 challenge on my part; I do ſpeak this, only = your 
weakn?(s : for your daughter was a part of your ſelf; and 


therefore nature in you, being as it were cut and halved, © 


will indeed be grieved : but ye have to rejoice, that when a 
E of you is on earth, a great part of you is glorified in 


aven. Follow her, but envy her not; for indeed it is ſelf- 


love in us, that maketh us mourn for them that die in the 
Lord: Why? beczule tor them we cannot mourn, fince they 


ae never happy till they he dead; therefore we mourn fer; 


our own private reſpect : take heed then, that in ſhewing your 
affection in mourning for your daughter, = be not, out of 
of ſelf· affection, mourning for your ſelf. C 


and ſhe reſteth from her labours; an 


our Lord in that is 
trying you, and caſting you in the fire: 


content, that ſuch a weak woman as ye, ſhould ſend Satan a- 


way, fruſtrate of his deſign: Now honour God, and ſhame + 
the ſtrong roaring lion, when ye ſeem weakeſt. Should ſuth - 


an one as ye faint, in the day of adverſity ? Call to mind the 
days of old: the Lord yet liveth ; truſt in him, although he 
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nſider what the 
Lord is doing in it; your daughter is plucked out of the fire, 


through all fires 
to your reſt: and now remember, that the eye of God is 
upon the burning Buſh and not conſumed; and he is gladly - 


ould lay you, Faith js exceeding, charitable, and Pele 


— 


2. evil of God. Now is the Lord laying in the 2 


N 

| | ale of the balance, your making conſcience of ſubmiſſon 

il to his gracions wi; and in the othzt, your affeftion and 

Ve to your daughter : which of the two will. ye then chooſe 

to ſatishe? Be wile then; and, as I truſt ye love Chriſt bet- 

ter than a finful woman; paſs by your On; and kiſs 

i the Lord's rod. Men do lop the branches off their trees round 

boat, to che end they may grow up high and tall: The 
lh Lord hath this way lopped your branth, in taking from you 

many children, to the end ye ſhould gtow upward, like one 

I of the Lord's cedars, ſetting your heart. above, where Chriſt 

i is at the right-hand of the father: What is next, but that 
| | yo Lord cut down the ſtack, after he hath cutted the 

1 anches? Prepare your ſelf; ye are nearer your daughter 

| this day, than you were yeſterday : While ye prodigally ſpend 

time in mourning for her, ye are ſpeedily poſting after her. 

BY Run your race with patience: let God have his own, and ask 

of him, in ſtead of your daughter, which he hath taken from 

Jou, the daughter LA aith, which is petience ; and in pa- 

tience poſſeſs your ſoul. Lift up your head: ye do not know, 
how near your redemption doth draw. Thus, recommend - 
ing you to the Lord, who is able to eſtabliſh you, / reſt 
* Anwoth April 23. Tur loving and affectionate Friend 


„ 1 the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
To the Elec and Noble Lady, my Ledy KENMURE. 


: Fei ps T : 1 
uting your Tadyſbip, with grace and mercy from 

8 our Facher, and Kan vic Lol Teſus Chriſt ; I was ſorry 
at my departure, leaving your Ladyſhip in grief, and would 
ſill be grieved at it, if I were not aſſured, that ye have One 
with you in the furnace, whoſe viſage is like unto the Son of 
God. I am glad, that ye have been acquainted from your 
auth with the wreſtlings of God; and that ye get ſcarce liber- 
tz to ſwallow down. your ſpittle, being caſten from furnace to 
urnace, knowing if ye were not dear to God, and if your 
health did not require ſo much of him, he would not ſpend 
ſo much phyſick upon you. All the brethren and ſiſters of 

| Chriſt mult be conform to his image and copy, in ſuffering, 
Rem. viii. And ſome do, more vively reſemble the copy than 
others. Think, Madam, that it js a part of your glory, to be 
rolled among thoſe, whom one of the Elders, Rev. vii. 14 


— 
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inteth out to Jobn, Theſes are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have waſhed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Behold your Fort-runner' g- 
ing out of the werld, all in a lake of blood; and it i not lf re 
die as he did: Eulfil with joy the remnant of the grounds and 
remainders of the afflictiens of Chriſt, in your body. Ve have 
loſt a child: Nay, ſhe is not loſt you, who is found to Chriſt; 
ſhe is not fent away, but only ſent before; Hke unte a ſtat, | 
which, going out of our ſight, doth not die and yanith, 
but ſhircth in another 'Hemiſphere : ye ſee her not, yet ſhe 
doth ſhine in another country. If her glaſs was but a ſhort 
hour; what ſhe wanteth of fime, that ſhe hath gotten of zfey- 
nity : and ye have to rejoice, that ye have now lome pleniſhing = 
up in heaven. Build your neſt upon no tree here : for ye ſee 
hath fold the foreſt to death; and every tree, whereupon 
we would reſt, is ready to be cut down, to the end we may 
flee and mount up, and build upon the Rock, and dwell in 
the holes of the Rock. M hat ye love beſides Jeſps your Hul- 
band, is an adulterous lover: Now it is God's ſpecial bleffing 
to Judab, that he will not let her find her paths in following 
her ſtrange lovers, Hoſe. ii. 6. Therefore behold, I will bedge 
up ber way with thorns,” and make à wall, that ſbe ſhall nat find 
ber paths... 7. Aud ſhe ſhall follow after ber lovers, but ſhe ſhall 
net overtake them. O thrice happy Fudah, when God build- 
eth a double ſtone-wall betwixt her and the fire of hell! The 
world and the things of the world, Madam, is the lover ye 
naturally affect, beſide your own Husband Chriſt : The hedge 
ef thorns, and the wall which God buildeth in your way, to 
binder you from this lover, is the thorny hedge of daily grief, 
los of children, weakneſs of body, iniquity of the time, un- 
certainty of eſtate, lack of worldly comfort, fear of God's an- 
ler tor old unrepented-of fins ; What loſe ye, if God twiſt and 
pet the hedge daily thicker ? God be bleſſed, the Lord will }F 
not let you find your paths: Return to your firſt Husband: : 
Do not weary, neither think that death walketh towards you I} 
with a flow pace; ye muſt be riper ere be ſhaken : your days 
we no longer than Job's, that were ſmifter than à poſt; an 
laſſed away as the ſhips of deſire, and as the eagle that haſteth 
fir the prey, Job Ik. 25, 28. There is leſs Tand in your glas 
how, than there was yeſternight; this fpan-length of ever- 
paſting fie, will ſoon be ended: But the greater is the 
mercy of God, the mo years ye get to, adyiſe upon what 
terms, and upon What conditions, ye caſt your ſoul = 


[ 


| 


2 


in reſpect of ignorance and daily enſuing troubles, one alwa 
making wuy to another, as the ninth wave of the ſea to thy 


Fenth ; therefore ſigh and long for the dawning of that mern 
ing, and the breaking of that day of the coming of the Son of 
man, when the ſhadows ſhall flee away. Perſwade your ſel, 


the King js coming: Read his letter ſent before him, Rev. iii. 


11. Bebold, I come” quickly : Wait with the wearied night- 


4 


watch for the breaking of the eaſtern sky, and think that ye 
have not a-morrow 3 -AS the wiſe father aid, who, being i 

vited againſt to »morrow to dine with his Friends, peel 
Thoſe many days I had no morrow at all. I am loth to weary 


you : Shew your ſelf a Chriſtian, by ſuffering without mur- 
anuring, for which fin, fourteen thouſand and ſeven hundred 
were lain, Numb. xvi. 49. In patience poſſeſs your ſoul: 
they loſe nothing, who gain Chriſt. Thus, remembring my 


Brother's and my Wife's humble ſervice to your Ladyſhip; 1 
- commend you to the mercy and grace of our Lord [eſus, a.. 

- ſuring you, that your day is coming, and that God's mercy is 
_ . abiding you. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


Anwotb ]an. 15. Tours in the Lord. Jeſis at all duti- 
"Dy Led KENMURE.. - © 
Mada 


p Nn, 1 . 1 | 
| SM you in Jeſus Chriſt, to my grief I muſt bid you 


(it may be) for ever farcwel in paper, having ſmall a 
ſurance ever to ſee 1 face again, til the laſt geneal aſſem- 
bly, where the whole Church univerſal ſhall meet: Yet 8 

miſing, by his grace, to preſent your Ladyſbip, and your bur- 


dens to him, who is able to ſave you, and give you an inberi. 


tance with the faints, after a more ſpecial manner than ever! 


have done before. Ye are engl ts a country, where the Sun 


of righteouſneſs in the Goſpel h not ſo clearly, as in tins 
Kingdom ; but if ye would know where he, whom your ſoul 
loveth, doth reſt, and where feedeth at the noontide of the 
day, wherever ye be, get you forth by the footſteps of the 
'Alock, and feed your ſelf beſide the Shepherd's tents, Cant. 
7. that is, ask for ſome of the watchmen of the Lord's city, 


who will tell you truly, and will not lie, where ye ſhall find 
him, whom your” ſoul 


loyerh 3 I truſt ye are fo eue 


* 


* 386 Mr. Rat. 48 Epift. 4 
Zuge gulf of neve- ending eternity. The Lord bath told 

/ ,what ye ſhould be doing till he come, wait end haſten died 
Peter) for the coming of our Lord : All is night that is here, 
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ed in marriage to the true Chriſt, that ye will not give your 
love to any falſe chriſt : Le know not how ſoon your marriage- 
day will come; nay, is not eternity hard upon you? It were 
time then, that ye-had your wedding-garment in readinels : Be 
not ſleeping at your Lord's coming; I pray God, ye may 
tx upon your feet ſtanding, when he knocketh. Be nog 
diſcouraged to go from this country to another part of the 
Lord's earth; The earth js his, and the fulneſs thereof, 
Plal. xxiv.. 1. This is the Lord's lower houſe ; while we 
are lodged here, we have no aſſurance to lie ever in one 
chamber, but muſt be content to remove from one corner 
of our Lord's nether-houſe to another, reſting in hope, that, 
when we come up the Lord's upper-city, Jeruſalem that i 
above, we ſhall remove no more; becauſe then we. ſhall be at 
home. And, go whereſocver ye will, if your Lord go with 
you, ye are at home: and your lodging is ever taken before 
night, ſo long as he, who is -{rael's Dwelling-houſe, is your 
Home, Pſal. xc. 1. Believe me, Madam, my mind is, that 
ye are well lodged, and that in your houſe there are fair eaſe- 
rooms and pleaſant lights, if ye can in faith lean down your 
head upon the breaſt of Jeſus Chriſt; and till this be, ye ſhall. 
never get a ſound ſleep. Jeſus, Jeſus be your ſhadow and your 
covering : It is a ſweet ſoul-ſleep to lie in the arms of Chriſt, . 
for his breath is very ſweet. Pray for poor friendleſs Zion; 
Alas! no man will Ipeak for her now, although at home in 
her own country ſhe hath good: Friends, her Husband Chriſt, 
and his Father, her Father-in-law : Beſeech your Husband to 
be a friend to Zion, and pray for her. I have received many 
and divers daſbes and heavy ſtrokes, ſince the Lord called Mi 
me to the Miniftry ; but indeed I eſteem your departure, 
from us amongſt the weighteſt : but I perceive, God will have 
us to be deprived of whatſoever we idolize, that he may 
we his own room. I ſee exceeding ſmall fruit of my Mi- 
niſty, and would be glad to know of one ſou}, to be my. 
crown and rejoicing in the day of Chriſt. Though I ſpend 
my ſtrength in vain, yet my labour is with my God, a- 
nix. 4. 1 wiſh and pray, that-the Lord would harden my 
face againſt all, and make me to learn to go with my face a- 
t a ſtorm. Again I commend you, body and ſpirit, 
to him, who bath loved us, and waſhed us from out fin in 
his own blood. Grace, grace, grace for ever be with you. 
Pray, pray continually. 1 42 
Auwoth Sept. 14. Tour. Ladyſhiy' s at all duti fal abe- 
1629. / dence iu Chr ift, S. R. a - : 


| f Enn, 
. 7 JOHN: KENNEDY. 
My loving and moſt affetionate Brother in Chrifs, 120 


| [| Salute you with grace, mercy and peace from God our 


Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I promiſed th 
write to you, and although late enough, yet now I make it 


| 


I! 
The Lord bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 


ood. I heard with gritf, of your great danger of 

by the ſea, but of your merciful — with joy. Sure 
I am, Brother, Satan will leave no ſtone — (as the 
proverb is) to roll you off your Rock, or, at leaſt, to ſhake 
and unſettle. you: For at the ſame time, the mouths of wick 
ed men were opened in hard ſpeeches againſt you, by land; 
and the prince of the power of the air was angry with 
by ſea. See then how much ye are obliged to that malicious 
murderer, who would beat you with two rods at one time; 
but, bleſſed be God, his arm is ſhort : If the fea and winds 
would have obeyed him, ye had never come to land. Thank 
your God, who ſaith, Rev. i. 11. I have the keys of bell and 

death. Deut. xxxii-39. 7 kill and make alive. 1 Sam. ii, 


If Satan were jaylor, and had the keys of death and of the 


ji 
1 
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grave, they ſhould be ſtored with more priſoners. i Ye were 
knocking at theſe black gates, and ye fond the doors ſhits 
and we do all welcome you back again. I truſt, ye know it 
is not for nothing, that ye are are ſent to us again: The 
Lord knew, ye had forgotten ſomething that was neceſſary for 
your journey; that your armour was not as yet thick enough 
nagainſt the ſcroke of death. Now, in the ſtrength of Jeſas, 
diſpatch your buſinefs ; that debt is not forgiven; but fßiſed: 
Death hath not bidden you farewel, but hath only left yon 
for a ſhort ſeaſon. End your journey, ere the night come'upon 
you; have all in readineſs againſt the time, that ye muſt fall 
through that black and impetuous Jerdun; and Jeſus, ſeſus, 
who cknoweth both theſe depths, and the rock, and all the 

, coaſts, be your Pilot; the laſt tide will not wait for you one 
moment: if ye forget any thing, when your ſea is full, and 
vour Foot in that ſhip, there is no returning again to fetch it 
What ye do amiſs in your life to day, ye may amend t® 
anorrow : for as many ſuns-as God maketh to ariſe upon you, 
ye have as many new lives: hut ye can die but once; and if 
ye mar or ſpill that buſineſs, ye cannot come back to 
mend that piece of work again: 6 


| | Mr. Ratherfoord's _ Bpſt'© 


= 3. nam woo & fk ST... af ot Ss coo... 


Ipift. S. IR, LETTRES. 1 3 
tt; as w6 die hat once, ſo we die but ill or well once. 
(oe: how the number of your months is written in God's bar 
aud ts one of the Lord's hirelings, ys muſt work till the 
dew of the evemng eome upon you, and yeſhall run out y 
glaſs ever to the laſt pickle of ſand : fulfil 'your courſe w 
jy; for. ue take nothing to the grave with us, but à good: or 
evil eonſcience. And although the sy clear after this ſtorm, yet 
clouds will engender another. Ne contracted with Ch Wn 
hope, when firſt ye began to follow him, that ye would bear 
his croſs; fulfil your part of the eontract with patience, and 


gaining with him; for who knoweth better how to bring up 
children than our God ? For (to lay aſide his k#owledge, of 
the which, there is no ſearching out) he hath been praiſed 
in bringing up his Heirs theſe five thouſand years, and his 


men now at home, up in their own houſe in heaven, and are 
entred heirs to their Father's inheritance. Now, the form af 
his bringing-up was by chaſtiſements, ſcourging, correcting, 


Rev. iii. 19. Heb. xii. 7, 8. No: His eldeſt Son and his 
Heir, Jeſus, is not excepted, Heb. ii. 10. Suffer we muſt : exe 
we were born, God decreed it; and it is eaſter to complain 
of kis decree, than to change it. It is true, terrors of conſcience 
calt us down; and yet without terrors of conſcience we can- 
not be raiſed up again: fears and doubtings ſhake us; and 
yet without fears and doubtings we would ſoon ſleep, and 
ble our grips of Chriſt : Tribulation and temptations will 
almoſt looſe us at the root; and yet without tribulations and 
temptations we ean now no more grow, than herhs or corn 
ithout rain. Sin and Satan, and the world will fay, and cry 
in our ear, that we have a hard reckoning to make in judg- 
ment; and yet none of theſe three, except they lic, dare ſay 
in our face, that our fin can change the tenor of the new c- 
venant. Forward then, dear Brother, and loſe not your grips3 
bold faſt the truth, for the world ſell not one drahm-weight 
of God's truth, eſpecially now when moſt men meaſure truth 
by time, like young ſeamen ſetting their compaſs BE: loud: 
now time is father and mother to truth, in the thoughts 
and practiees of our evil time. The God of truth'eſtabliſh us z 
for alas! now there are none to comfort the priſoners of hopes 


and the mourners in Zion: We can do little, except pray 


— 


break not to jeſus Chriſt : Be honeſt, Brother, in your bar- 


beirns are all well brought up, and many of them are honeſt 


murturing : See if he maketh exception of any of his bairns, 


rs for Joſeph in the tocks : And ler their tangus drt 
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290 _ MrcRepherſporas Epics, 
"To the roof of their mouth, who forget Jeruſalem now in ber 
nd the Lord remember Edom, and render to him as 
hath done to us. Now, Brother, I will not weary you; 
but I intreat you, remember my deareſt love to Mr. David 
Dickſon, with whom I have ſmall acquaintance ; yet I bleſs 
the Lord, I know, he both prayeth and doth for our dying 
Kirk. Remember my deareſt love to Fobn Stewart, whom { 
love in Chriſt ; and ſhew him from me, I do always remem- 
ber him, and hope for a meeting: The Lord Jeſus eſtabliſh 
kim more and more, though he be already a ſtrong man in 
_ * Chriſt, Remember my heartieſt affe&ion in Chriſt to Villiam 
|| © Rodger, whom I alſo remember to God: I with the firſt news 
1 I bear of him, and you, and all that love our common Savi- 
wt our, in thoſe bounds, may be, that ye are fo knit and linked, 
and kindly faſtned in love with the Son of God,, that ye may 
ay, Now, if we would never ſo fain eſcape out of Chriſt; 
| Hands, yet love hath ſo bound us, that we cannot get our hands 
[| Free again; he hath ſo raviſhed our hearts, that there is no looſing 
„/ his grips; the chains of by ſoul-raviſhing love are ſo ſtrong, 
that the graue nor death will not break them. | hope, Bre- 
T ber, yea, I doubt not of it, but ye lay me, and my firſt en- 
ry to the Lord's Vineyard, and my flock before him, who 
bath put me in his work; as the Lord knoweth, fince firſt I 
ſaw you, I have been mindful-of you. Marion Macknaugbt 
doth remember moſt heartily her love to you, and to Jobn 
Ste wart: Bleſſed be the Lord, that in God's mercy I found 
In this country ſuch a woman, to whom Jeſus is dearer than 
ber own heart, when there be ſo many that caſt Chriſt o- 
ver their ſhoulder. Good Brother, call to mind the memory 
ef your worthy father, now aſleep in Chriſt ; and, as his eu- 
ſtom was, pray continually, and wreſtle tor the life of a dying 
breathleſs Kirk: and deſire Fobn Stewart not to forget poor 
|; Zion; lic hath few friends, and few to ſpeak one good word 
for her. Now I commend. ypu, your whole ſoul and body and 
Norte, to Jeſus Chriſt and ve keeping, noping ye will die and 
ve, ſtand and fall, with the — of our Maſter, Jefus : The 
Lord Jeſus himſelf be with your ſpirit. 7 Na 


Anweth, Feb. 2. Wu loving Brother in our Lol 
r 2s 7 n- Bet 
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Madam, 1 the Klan 


rg” e. FS, 4 * 8 1 > 
Have longed exceedingly to hear of your life and healeh; | 
and growth in the grace of God. I lacked, the opportuni» --- 
ty of a bearer, in reſpect I did not underſtand of the ; 

departure of the laſt, by whom I might have ſaluted your 
Ladyſhip ;. and therefore I could not; write. before this time. 1 
intreat you, Madam, let me have two lines from you, c 
cerning your prelent condition :; I know ye, are in grief and 
beavineſs, and. if it were not ſo, ye. might be afraid, becauſe 
then your way ſhould not be fo like the. way, that our Lprd 
ith, leadeth to the New Feruſalem. Sure I ain, if ye knew 
what were before you, or if ye law but ſome glances of it, ye 
would with gladneſs ſwim through the preſent floods of ſara 
rm, ſpreading forth your arms out of defire to be at land. 
if God have given you the earneſt af the Spirit, as part of 
payment of. God's prickipal ſum, ye have to rejoice ; for our 
Lord will not loſe his earneſt, neither will he go back or;ree 
pent him of the bargain. If ye find at ſome time 2 longing ' 
to ſee God, joy in the aſſurance of that ſight ( howbeit that 
feaſt be but like the Paſſover, that cometh about only once a 
year) peace of conſcience, liberty of prayer, the doors of 
God's treaſure caſten up to the ſoul z and a clear fight of him» 
lf looking out, and ſaying with a ſmilling countenance, 

Welcome to me, afflicted ſoul : this is the earneſt that he giz 

eth ſametimes, and which maketh glad the heart, and is 
evidence that the bargain will hold. But to the end ye may 
pet this earneſt, it were good to come oft in terms of ſpeech 


with God, both in prayer and hearing of the werd: For this 
$ the houſe of wine, where ye meet with your Welbeloyed 3 
dere it is where he kiſſeth you with the kiſſes of his mouth, 
ind where ye feel the ſmell of his garments, and they have in- 
*ed 2 moſt fragrant and glorious ſmell: Ye myſt, I ſay, ,waig 
Upon him, and be often communing with him, whoſe. lips arg 
8 lilies, dropping ſweet ſmelling Myrrbe, and by the moye 
ts thereof he will aſſwage your grief; for the Chriſt that 
faveth you, is a ſpeaking Chriſt ; the Church knoweth him, 
ü. by his voice, and can diſcern his tongue amongſt à 
thouſand : I ſay this, to the end ye ſhould not love thoſe dumb 
wks of Ant iabriſtian ceremonies, that the Church, whexs i 
pn er a time, bath caſten over the Chtiſt, whom your _ iſ 
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when our Lord cometh, he ſpeaketh to the heart in the fimpl;. 


is; ye wil think it nd pad market; for if ye be in him, all his is 
ll yours; ind ye are in him: therefore becauſe be Iivetb, Je hel 
| #vewlfe, John xiv. 19. And what is that elſe, but as if the 


Je with me; they and I cannot live aſuuder; Abide in me, and 


ey faffer forty years trouble for him, ſince they have ſuch glo- 


, ofthe foul; ſo long as the book was in his 


pit. 7; 


chrift. But 


S - 2 


2 * | 
foveth : This is to ſet beſtre you a dumb 


ity of the I have neither tongue nor pen, to expreſs 
—.— the happineſs of ſuch as are in Chriſt: Wben 8 
ſold all that ye have, and bought the field wherein this Pearl 


a 


Son had ſaid, I will not have beaven, except my redeemed ones 


Zis yours John xv. 5. O-ſweet communion, when Chriſt and 
we are through other, and are no longer two? Fatber, I nil 
that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be with me where I an, 
te bebold my glory that thou haſt given me, John xvii. 24, 
Amen; dear Feſus, let it be according to that word. I wonder 
that ever your ſhould be caſten down, if ye believe this 
truth; and they are not worthy of Jeſus Chriſt, who will not 


rious 3 : but we fools believe thoſe promiſes, as the 
man that read Plato's writings, et rg the immortality 

ok v and, he believed 
all was true, and that the ſou} could not die; but ſo ſoon as 
be laid by the book, preſently he began to imagine, that the 
feul is but a ſmoke or airy vapour, that periſheth with the 
expiring of the breath: So we af ſtarts do aſſent to the ſweet 
and precious promiſes ; hut laying aſide God's book, we begin 
to call in tion. It is faith indeed to believe without a 
pledge, to hold the heart conſtant at this work, and when 
we doubt, to run to the lam and to the teſtimony, and itay 
there: Madam, hold you here; here is your Father's teſta. 
Went, read it, in it he hath left to you remiſſion of fins and 
8 . If all that ye have here be crofles and trou- 
bles, down-caftings, frequent deſertions, and departure «i 
the Lord, who is ſuiting you in marriage, Courage; he whe 
I ooer and Suiter, ſhould not be an houſhold- man with yc 
Ull' ye and he come up to his Father's houſe together : He 
Purpoſeth to do you good at your latter end, Deut. viii. ic 
And to give you reſt from the days of adverſity He xciv. 1 
A # good to bear the yoke of God in our. youth, 111. 2 
Turn in to your ſtrong hold as a prifoner of hope, Zech. n 
22. Fer the viſian is for an appointed time; but at the end 1 
ſhall 7 and not lie; though it tarry, wait: for it, becus 
77 mw | oy 1 ar kin 
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to heart: Her wine is ſowre and 1s corrupted. Now, if Phi- 


Er kk. 


mn 
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Madam, g | 2 f ; 
Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you: 7 re- 
ceived your LZedyſhip's Letter, in the which I pexceive, 
your caſe in this world ſmelleth of worſhip and communion 
Ju Fith the Son of God, in his ſufferings, Ve cannot, ye muſt 
Art have a more pleaſant or more eaſie condition here, than he 
tad, who through afflitions was made perfeſt, Heb. ii. 10. 
We may indeed think, cannot God bring ds to heaven with 
nd proſperity ? Who deubteth but heacan* But his 
"ad uhnite wiſdom thinketh, and deereeth the contrary; and we Bl 
eunot ſee a reaſon of it, yet he hath a moſt juſt reaſon. We Bl 
ver with our eyes ſaw our own ſoul, yet We have a fouls 
r {ze many rivers, but we know not their firſt ſpring and 
Kunal fountain, Ann Mods dam, when 
3 | a a 3 ya 
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are come to the other hde ot the water, and have ſet down 
your foot on the ſhore of glorious eternity, and look back a- 
gain co the waters, and to your weariſom journey, and ſhall 
ſee in that clear glaſs of endleſs glory, nearer to the bottom of 
God's wiſdom; ye thall then be forced to ſay,” If God bad 
done otherwiſe with me than be hath done, I bad never cime 
to the enjoying - of this Crown ef Glory. It is your part 
now to believe, and ſuffer, and hope, and wait on: For I pro- 
teſt in the prefence of that all-difcerning Eye, who knoweth 
what J write, and what / think, that I would nbt want the 
fweet experience of the conſolations of God, for all the bitter- 
neſs of affliction: nay, whether God come to his children with 
2 rod or a crown, if he come himſelf with it, it is well; wel- 
come, welcome Fefſus, what way ſoe ver thou come, if we can 
get a ſigbt of thee, And ſure] am, it is better to be fick, pro- 
viding Chriſt come to the bed - ſide, and draw by the turtairs, 


and ſay, Courage, 1 am thy ſalvation, thian to enjoy health, 


being luſty and ſtrong, and never to be viſited of God. Ver- 


thy and dear Lady, in the ſtrength of Chriſt, fight and over- 


come : e are now your alone, but ye may have, for the 


ſeeking, three always in your company, the Father, Son, ard 


Holy Spirit; I truſt they are neãr you. Ye are now deprived 
of the. comfort of a lively miniſtry, ſo was Iſrael in their 
captivity; yet hear s promiſe to them, Ezek. xi. 16. 


. Therefore ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Although I have caſt 


red them a 


- 
« 
7 
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them far off ameng the heathen, and although 1 have ſcatte- 

ens the countries, yet will I be to them as a little 
Santuary, in the countries where they ſhall come: Behold 2 
Sanctuary, for a Sanctuary, God himielf in the place and 
room of the temple of Feruſalem: I truſt in God, carrying 
this. temple about with you, ye ſhall ſee Fehovah's beauty 
in his houſe. - We are in great fears of a great and feattul 
trial to come upon the Kirk of God; for theſe, who would 


* build their houſes and neſts upon the aſhes of mourning Feru- 


Salem, have drawn our king upon hard and dangerous conclu- 
ons, againſt ſuch as are terrned' Puritans, for the rooting 
of them out. Our Prelates (the Lord take the keys of his houſe 
from theſe baſtard- porters) aſſure us, that for ſuch as will not 
conform, there :is nothing but impriſonment and deprivation 
The Spoufe of Jeſus will ever be bn che fire; but I truſt in mj 


Bod, ſhe ſtiall not conſume, becauſe: of the good; will of kim 


who dwelleth in the Buſh; for he dwelleth in it with goot 
will. Al ſorts of crying fins without controulment abound in 
FR DEN 75: ene N 
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Epiſt. 9. LETTER 
aud the Lord is looking back over his thoulder, to ſee if any; 


* 


5 


our land ; the glory of the Lord is departing from Iſrael, 


will ay, Lord tarry, and no man requeſteth him to ſtay. Cory 
rupt and falſe doctrine is openly preached by the idol-ſhep- 
herds of the land. For my ſelf, I have daily griefs, through 
the difobedience unto, and contempt of the word of God. 1 
Was ſummoned before the high Commiſſion by S 8 
perſon in this pariſh, convicted of inceſt : in the buſineſs, Mr. 
Alexander Col vill (for reſpect to your Ladyſhip ) was my great 
friend, and wrote a moſt kind Letter to me: Ibe Lord give 
bim mercy in that day. Upon the day of my compearance, 
the ſea and winds refuſed to give paſſage to the biſhop of St. 
Andrews. I intreat your Ladyſbip, thank Mr. Alexan 
Clvill with two lines of a letter. My wife now, after a long 
diſeaſe and torment, for the Tow of a year and month, is de- 
parted this life: the Lord hath done it, bleſſed be his Name. 
[ have been difeaſed of a fever tertian for the ſpace of thir- 
teen weeks, and am yet in that fickneſs, ſo that / preach but 
once on the ſabbath with great difficulty am not able either } * 
to viſit or examine the Congregation. The Lord Jeſus be 5 WW 
with your ſpirit. * © ES 2 5 Fi 
Anwoth, ſune 26. Pur Ladyſhip's at, all obedi- 
1630. | 5 ence, 'S R. 
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To my Lady K EN MUR E. 


— 
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— .. 


— — — — — 
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Madam, hy : e | 
H ue ſaluted you in the Lord Jeſus, I thought it my 
1 duty, having the occaſion of this bearer, to write a- 
Fur unto your Ladyſhip, though I have no new purpoſe, 
what I wrote of before: Yet ye cannot be too often a- 
wakned to go forward towards your City, fince your way is 
long, and (for any thing ye know) your day is ſhort; and 
your Lord requireth of you, as ye advance in years, and ſteal 
forward inſenſibly towards eternity, that your faith may grow 
ind ripen for the Lord's harveſt ;' for the great Husbandman - 
giveth a ſeaſon to his fruits, that they may come to maturity x 
and having gotten their fill of the tree, they may be then ſha- 
len and gathered in for his uſe : whereas the wicked rot upon 
the tree, and their branch ſhall not be green, Fob xv. 32, 
33- He ſhall ſhake off bis unripe grapes as the vine, and ſhall. 
17 his flower as the olive. It is God's mercy to vou, 
m, that he giveth you your fill, eyen to lothing, of |} 


— — — — ——— — ——̃ — „ ˙ 5758 


Ble : And at laſt, having trampled under your feet, all the Totten 
Pleaſures, that are under ſun and moon; and having re jdiced as 
cho ye rejoiced not, and having bought as though ye poſſeſſed 
. Cor. vii. 30. Ye may, like an old crazie ſhip, arrive at you? 

ord's harbour, and be made welcome, as one of thoſe, who 
have ever had obe foot looſe from this earth, longing for that 
Place, where your ſoul ſhall feaſt and banquet for ever and e- 


» 


yer, upon 2 glorious ſight of the incomprehenſible Trinity, 
and where ye ſhall ſee the fair face of the Man Chriſt, eyen 
the beautiful face, that was once, for your cauſe, more mar- 
red than any of the viſages of the ſons of men, Ia. v. 2, 14. 
and was all covered with ' ſpitting and blood. Be content to 
wade through the waters betwixt you and glory with him, 
holding his hand faſt ; for he knoweth all the toords : Howbe- 
It ye may be duckt, yet ye cannot drown, being in his com- 
pany ; and ye may, all the way to glory, ſee the way bedewed 
with his blood, who is the Fore-runner : be not afraid there- 
fore, when ye come even to the black and ſwelling river of 
death, to put in your foot and wade after him; the cur 
how ſtrong ſoever, cannot carry you down the water to hell: 
the Son of God, his death and reſurrection are ſtepping-ſtones 
and a ſtay to you; Tet down your feet by faith uponthete ſtones, 
and go through as on dry land. If ye knew what he is prepar- 
ing for you, ye would be too glad; he.will not (it may be) 
give you a full draught till ye come up to the well-head, and 
dxink, yea drink abundantly of the pure river of the water of 
life, that proceedeth out from the throne of God, and from 
the Lamb, Rev. xxii. 1. Madam, tire not, weary not; I dare 
And you the Son of God caution, when ye are got up thither, 
and bave caſten your eyes to view the golden city, and the 
fair and never-withering tree of life, that beareth twelve man- 
ner of fruits every month, ye ſhall then ſay, Four and twenty 
hours abode in that place is worth threeſcore and ten years ſor- 
row upon earth. If ye can but ſay, ye long earneſtly to be car- 
Tied up thither (as I hope, you. cannot tor ſhame deny him 
the honour of having wrought that deſire in your ſoul) then 
hath your Lord given you an earneſt : And, Mad am, do je 
believe that our Lord will loſe his earneſt, and rue of the bar- 
Kin, and chaige his mind, as if he were a mam that can lie, 
or the ſon of man that,can repent? Nay, be is utchangeable, 
dad the ſame this year that he was the former year 5 Aches 


Wm * 


this y lea like 
Auland ſatisßed banqueter, long for the drawing of the ta- 


reer een mig -- 


Son Jeſus, who upon eatth eat and drank wit dens and> - | 
harlots, arid) 


ſwners, and ſpake and conferred-with whores:and: | 
put out his holy hand, and touched the lepers filthy skin, and | 


came cvermore nigh ſinners, even now in glory, is yet that 
ſame Lord : his honour and his gres court in heaven hath not 
made him forget his poor friends on earth: In him, howotrs: 
change not manners, and he doth. yet deſire your conipany, - 
Take him for the old Chriſt, aud claim ſtill kindnefs to him, 
and ſay, Ob it 1s ſo, be it nat changed, but I am changed: 
Nay, it is a part of his unchangeable love, and an article of 
the new covenant, to keep you that ye cannot diſpine bim, 
nor ſell him: He hath nos played faſt and looſe with us, in 
the covenant of e; ſo that we may run from him at our 
ure: His love hath made the bargain ſurer than ſo; for 
ew as the Cautioner is bound for us, Heb. vii. v. 22. And it 
cannot ſtand with his honour, to die in the burrows (as we uſe 
to ſay) and. loſe thee, -whom he muſt render again to the Fa- 
ther, when he ſhall give up the kingdom to him. Conſent 
and ſay Amen to the — and ye have ſealed that God is 
true, and Chriſt is yours: This is an eaſie market; - Ye but 
look on with faith; for Chriſt ſuffered all, and paid all. Aa- 
dam, fearing I be tedious to your Ladyſhip, 1 muſt ſtop here, 
deſtring always to hear that your Zadjſhip is well, and that 
ye have ſtill your face up the mountain. Pray for us, Madam, 
and for Zion, whereof ye are a part: We expect a trial; God's 
heat in this land muſt go through Satan's ſieve, but their 
faith ſhall not fail. I am till wreſtling in our Lord's work, 
and have been tried and tempted with brethren, who look a- 
wry to the goſpel. Now he that is able to keep you until that 
1 your ſoul, body and ſpirit, and preſent you before 
bis face with his own Bride, ſpotleſs and blameleſs. ES 
Anwotb, Nov. 26. 
1631. 
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Tour Ladyſbip's to be commanded al- 
ways in the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
To my Lady K EN MU RE. 
Madam, | ops JF 
_ grieved exceedingly that your Ladyſhip ſhould think, 
or have cauſe to think, that ſuch as love = in God, in 
this eotntry,: are forgetful of you: For my ſelf, Madam, T | 
ow to yout Zedyſbip all evidences of my high reſpe& (in the ' | 
light of my Lord, whoſe truth I preach, I am bold to ſay it) i 
bor his rich grace in you. My Communiep put vlt till the end 


1— 


o 


w Y 


cannot be curers of it: But be exceeding charitable of your 
dear Lord. As there be ſome. friends worldly, of whom ye 


will not entertain anvZ-tbought ; far more ought ye mo 


30h: = Mr. Rutherſaw#s  Epilt ng, 
. of, a longſom and rainy 'barveſt, and the pregbyterial exerciſe 
(as the bearer can inform your Ladyſhip) hindred me to _ 
Ar And for my people's ſake (finding them like hot iron, 

bat cooleth; being out of the fire, and that is pliable tp no 


work) I do not {tir abroad, neither have I left them at all, 


ace your Zadyſhip was in the country, fave at one time only, 
about two yrurs ago; yet I dare not ſay but it is a fault, ho- 
beit no defect in my affection; and I truſt to make it up a- 
gain, ſo ſoon as poſſibly I am able to wait upon you. Ma- 
dam, I have no new purpoſe to write unto you; but of that 
which I think, nay, 3 . W e, That 
one thing, Mary's good part, Which ye have cholen, Lake x. 
42. —.— all 2 hath, both himſelf and the crea- 
tures, he is dealing and parting amongſt the ſons of Adam; 
there are none ſo poor, as that they can ſay in his face, He 
bath given them notbing; but there is no ſmall odds betwirt 
the gifts given to law ful bairns, and to baſtards: And the 
more greedy ye are in ſuiting, the more willing he is to give, 
delighting to be called open-handed; I hope your Lachſer 
laboureth to get aſſurance of the ſureſt patrimony, even God 
Aimſelf. Ye will nnd in Chriſtianity, that God aimeth, in all his 
dealings with his children, to bring them to a high contempt 
of, and deadly feud uch the world; and to let an high price 
upon Chriſt, and to think him, One who cannot be bought 
for gold, and well-worthy the fighting for: And for no other 
caule, Madam, doth the Lord withdraw from you the chil- 
diſh toys and the earthly delights, that he giveth unto others; 
but that he may have you wholly to himſelf: Think therefore 
of the Lord, as of one who cometh to woo you in marriage, 
when ye are in the furnace; he ſceketh his anfwer of you in 


| affliction, to ſee it ye will ſay, Even ſo 1 take him. Madam, 


give him this anſwer preſently; and in your mind do not ſe- 
cretly grudge nor murmure. When he is ſtriking you in love, 


| | beware to ſtrike again, that is dangerous; for thoſe who ſtrike 


again, ſhall get the laſt blow," If I Hit not upon the right 


ſtring, it is becauſe I am not acquainted with your Ladyſbip's 
1 eee condition; but I believe your Ladyſbip goeth on foot, 


ughing, and putting on a good countenance before the 
world, and yet ye carry heavineſs about with you. Ye do 
well, Madam, not to make them witneſſes of your grief, who 


« 4 


Epiſt. 10. L. ET TERS, | IY 
ſieye good evermore of your dear Friend, that lovely fair 
Perſon, Feſus Chriſt. I he thorn is one of the moſt curſed and 
angry and crabbed weeds, that the earth yicld:th, and yet 
out of it ſpringeth the roſe, one of the- ſweeteſt ſmelled 
flowers, and moſt delightful to the eye, that the earth hath: 
Your Lord ſhall make joy and gladneſs out of your affii&:- 
ens; for all his roſes have a fragrant ſmell. M ait for the time, 
when his own holy hand ſhall bold them to your nole : and i 
ye would have prefent comfort under the crofs, be much in 
rayer; for at that time your faith kifleth Chriſt, and he 
ifleth the ſoul. And O it the breath of his holy mouth be 
weet! I dare be caution, out of fome {mall experience, that 
ye ſhall not be beguiled ; for the world (yea, not a tew num- 
ber of God's children) know not well what that is, which they 
call aGod-head. But, Madam, come near to the God-head,and 
look doʒvn to the bottom of the well; there is much in him, and 
ſweet were that death to drown in ſuch a well: Your grief 
taketh liberty to work upon your mind, when ye are not 
buſied in the meditation bf the eyer-delighting and all- bleſſed 
Gid-head. If ye would lay the price ye give out (which is but 
ſome few years pain and trouble) beſide the commodities ye 
are to receive, ye would ſee they are not worthy to be laid in 
the balance together ; but it is nature that maketh you” look 
what ye. give out, and weakneſs of faith that hindreth you 
to ſee what ye ſhall take in. Amend your hope, and frißt 
your faithful Lord a while; he maketh himſelf your debtor 
in the ne w Covenant 3 he is honeſt, take his werd, Nabum 1. 
9. Afﬀtition ſhall not ſj ring up the ſecond time. Rev. xxi. 7. 
He that quercometh ſhall inherit all things. Of all things 
then which ye want in this life, Madam, Iam able to lay 
nothing, if that be, not believed, which ye have, Rev. ii. 7. 
and Rev. iii. 5. The overcomer ſhall be clothed in white rai- 
ment, &c. and ver. 28. To the overcomer I will give to ſit 
with me in my throne, as 1 overcame and am ſet down with 
my Father in his threne. Conſider, Madam, if ye are not 
high up now, and far ben in the palace of our Lord, when 
Je are upon a throne in white raiment, at lovely Chriſt's 
elbow. thrice fools are we, who, like new-born princes 
wecping in the cradle, know not. that there is a kingdom be- 
fore them! Then let our Lord's ſweet hand {quare us and 
hammer us, and ſtrike off the knots of pride, ſelf-love, and 
wrld-weorſhip, and infidelity, that he may make us {tones and 
Pars in his Father's houſe, Rev» iii. 12. Madam, ws: 
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4 Mr.*Rutherfoort's Epiſt. rx: 
think ye to feke binding with the Kir Corner-tore. Jeſu 7 
| Fhe Lord give you wiſdom to believe and hope, your day is 

coming. I hope to be witneſs of your joy, as I have been 2 
bearer and bebolder of your grief. Think ye much to follow 
the Heir of the Crown, who bad experience of ſorrows! 
and was acquainted with grief, Iſa. liti. It were pride to 
Aim to be above the King's Son; it is more than we deſerve. 

that we are equals in glory, in a manner. Now, commend: 

you to the deareſt grace and mercy of God, I reſt 


* Azwoth, Jan. 4. uf Ladyſhip's at all obe dient 

" "_—— 2] in Chriſt, S. R. 
F Tad, KENMURE 
Madam, 


IT: derſtanding, a little after the writing of my laſt letter, 
U of the going of this bearer, Iwould not omit the oppor- 
tunity of remembring your TLadyſbip, ' ſtill harping upon that 

ftring, which in our whole lifetime is never too often touch- 
ed upon, nor is our leſſon well enough learned, that there is 
a neceſſity of advancing in the way to the Kingdom of God, 
of the contempt of the world, of denying our ſelf, and bear- 
ang of our Lord;s croſs; which is no leſs needful for us, than 
daily food; and among many marks that we are on this jour- 
ney, and under fail toward heaven, this is one, when the love 
of God ſo filleth our hearts, that we forget to love, and care 
too much for the having or wanting of other things; as one 
extreme heat burneth out another. By this, Madam, ye 
know, ye have betrothed' your ſoul in marriage to Chriſt, 
when ye do make but ſmall reckonipg of all other ſuiters or 
wooers, and when ye can (having little in hand, but much in 
hope) live as a young heir, during the time of his non-age 
4 minority, being content to be as hardly handled, and 
under as preciſe a reckoning, as ſervants; becauſe his hope 
is upon the inheritance : For this cauſe, God's bairns tale 
well with ſpoiling of their goods, Heb. x. 34. knowing in 
themſelves, that they bave in heaven à better, and au en- 
during ſubſtance. That day that the earth and the works 
therein ſhall be burned with fire, 2 Pet. iii. 10. your hidden 
hope and your hidden life ſhall appear: and therefore ſince 
pe have not now many ears of your endleſs eternity, and 
Know not how ſoon the skie above your head will rive, and 
ie Sen of man Will bt Nen in the douds of heaven; what 


putt, II. LETTERS 40K. 
better and wiſer courſe can ye take, than to think!that,your 
one foot is here, and your other foot in the life to come, and. 
to leave off loving, deſir ing, or grieving for the want, t 
ſhall be made up, when your Lord and ye ſhall meet, and 
when ye ſhall give in your bill that day of all your wants here? 
If your loſſes be not made up, ye have place to challenge the 
Almighty ; but it ſhall not be ſo, Te ſhall then rejoyce with j 
unſpeakable and full of glory, and your. joy ſhall none take fra 
jau, John xvi. 22. It is enough, that the Lord bn 2 
you great things, only let the time of beſtowing them be in his, 
own carving. It is not for us to {et an hour - glaſs to the Crea - 
tor of time, ſince he and we differ only in the term ef pa- 
nent: ſince he hath; promiſed payment, and we believe ãt, itz, 
is no great matter; we will put that in his own will, as, che. 
frank buyer, who cometh near to What the ſeller. ſagketh, 
uleth at laſt to refer the difference to his will, and ſo cutteth, 


ppor- with your 1 and gracious Lord, gbout the time 
\ that of the fulfilling of your joys :. It will be, Gad hath ſaid. it.. 
bide his haryeſt, wait on upon his wbitſunday: His day is 
ouch- — | : 
a better than your day; he putteth not the hook in the corn, till 
God, it be ripe and full-cared. The great Angel of the Cadenant 
bear. be uu company till the trumpet ſhall found, and the vecce- 
. of the arch-angel awaken the dead. Le hall find it you 
I only happineſs, under whatever thing diſturbeth and croſſ 
dere de peace of your mind in this life, to love nothing for it felt, 
dere but only God for himſelf: It is the crooked love of ſome har- 
as one kts, that they love bracelets, ear-rings, and rings, better 
m, ye than the lover that ſendeth them: God will not be ſo loved; for. 
brit, I that were to behaye as harlots, and not as the chaſt Spouſe, 
ers or to abate from .our loye when theſe things are pulled ; away. 
uch in Our love to him ſhould begin on earth, as it ſhall be in hea- 
on- age ren; for the Bride taketh got by a thouſand degrees ſo mueh 
1 delight in her wedding-garment, as the doth in her Brides 
s hope I %; ſo we, in the lite to come, howbeit clothed with g 
s tale Jas with a robe, ſhall not be fo much affected with the glory, 
ing is ut goeth about us, as with the Bridegroomr's joyful face and 
an en- preſence, Madam, if ye can win to this here, the field is, 
- works won; and your mind, for any thing ye wart, or for any thing, 
hidden Jour Lord can take from you, ſhall ſoon be calmed and quieted : 
re fince ¶ Let himſelf as a pan, and keep him, till your dear Lord come 
ty, and ud looſe the pawn, and rue upon you, and give you all again, 
Rite teck from. youg. cvew a thoakund faſents far ons pay. 


off the courſe of mutual prigging. Madam, do nat. hrigg 
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It is not ill fo lend God willingly, who otherwiſe both will 
and may take from you againſt your wil: It is good to play 
the uſurer with, and take in, inſtead of ten of the hundred. 
an hundred of ten, often an hundred of one. Madam, fear. 
ing to be tedious to you, I break off here; commending you, 
(as I truſt to do, while I live) your perſon, ways, burden;' 
and all that concerneth yon, to that Almighty, who is able to 
= bear you and your burdens: I.ſtill .remember you to him, 
who will cauſe you one dey to laugh. I expect that, what- 
ever ye can do by werd or deed, for the Lord's friendleſs 
Zion, ye will do it: ſhe is your Mother; forget her not, for the 
Eord intendeth to melt and try this land, and it is high time 
we werd all upon our feet, and falling about to try what claim 
we have to Chriſt. It is like the Bridegroom will be taken 
from us, and then we ſhall mourn. Dear Feſus, remove not, 
elſe take us with thee? Grace, grace be with you for ever. 


© Arnwoth, Jan- 144 Tour . at all dutiful 
$5111 51 16324 A. | obe rence, S. R. 
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To my Lady KEN MU RE. fo 
5 2 e 
Madam) AS NE ; ; 1 . | 
Our Ladiſbip will not (I know) weary nor offend, tho 
I trouble you with many letters; the memory of what 
obligations I am under to your Ladiſhip is the cauſe of it. I 
am poſſibly impertinent in what I write, becauſe of my igno- 
rance of your prelent eſtate : But for all that is ſaid, I have 
I learned of Mr. V. D. that ye have not changed upon, nor 
wearied of your ſweet Maſter, Chri/t, and his ſervice nei- 
ther were it your part to change upon him, who reſteth in hir 
jove. Ye. are among honourable company, and ſuch as affect 
randeur and court. But, Madam, thinking upon your eſtate, 
7 think I ſee an inprouident wooer coming too late to ſeek a 
Bride, becauſe ſhe is contracted. already, and promiſed away 
to another; and ſo the wooer's busking and bravery (who co- 
meth to you, as who' but he) is in vain: the outward pomp 
of this buſie wooer, a begsiling world, is now coming in to ſute 
your ſoul too late, when ye have promiſed away your ſoul to 
Chviſt many years ago. And I know, Madam, what anſwer 
ye may now juſtly make to the late ſuiter, even this, Te are 
| too long of coming: my ſoul, the bride, is away already, 
if the contract with Chri ſubſcribed; and I cannot choo e, but 
| ] muſt be boneſt and faithful to bim. Honeurable . = 
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Ppiſt. 12. . 
Fol firlt love; and hold the firſt match with that Gau. 
ing lovely Bridegroom, our ſweet, ſweet Jeſu, fairer than 
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all the children of men, the Roſe of Sharon, and the faireſt 
and ſweeteſt ſmelled Roſe in all his Father's garden; there is 


vone like him: I would not exchange one {mile of his om" 


face with kingdoms. Madam, let others take their ſilly feck- 
leſs heaven in this life, envy them not; but let your ſoul, like 
a tarrowing and miſlearned child, take the dorty (as we uſe 
to ſpeak), or caſt at all things and diſdain them, except One 
ealy ; either Chriſt or — Your Welbeloved Jeſus wil 
be content, that ye be here devoutly proud, and ill to pleaſe, 
25 one that eontemneth all husbands but himſelf: Either the 
King's Son or no husband at all; this is humble and worthy 
ambition. What have 8 to do to dally with a whoriſh an 
fooliſh world? Your jealous Husband will not be content that 
ye look by him to another; he will be jealous indeed and of- 
lend, if ye kiſs another but himſelf; What weights do burden 
you, Madam, I know vot; but think "it great mercy, that 
your Lord from your youth hath been hedging in your out- 
graying affections, that they may not go a- mhering from him- 
ſelt: if ye were his baſtard, he would not nurture you ſo; f 
Fe were for the ſlaughter, ye would be fatned-: But be con- 
tent, ye are his wheat growing in our Lord's field, Matth. 
riii. 25,38. And if wheat, ye muſt go under our Lord's threſh- 
ing inſtrument, in his barn-floor, and through his ſieve, Amos 
it. 9. and through his mill to be bruiſed, as the Prince of dur 
alvation, Feſus, was, Iſa. iii. 9. that ye may be found good 
bread in your Lord's houſe. ' Terd Feſus, bleſs the ſpirifual , * 
buchandry, and ſeparate you from the chaff, that dow not bide 
the wind. I am * your glaſs is ſpending it ſelf by 
little and little 3 and if ye knew who is before you, ye would 
rejoice in your tribulations. Think ye it a ſmall honour to 
ſtand before the throne of God and the Lamb, and to be clo- 
thed in white, and to be called to the marriage - ſupper of the 
Lamb, and to be led to the Fountain of living waters, and to 
come to the Well-head, even God himſelf, and get your fill f 
the clear, cold, ſweet, refreſhing Water of life, the King's 
own Well, and to put up your own ſinful Hand to the Tree of 
life, and take down and eat the fweeteſt Apple in all God's hea- 
venly paradiſe, ſeſus Chriſt, your Life and your Lord? Up- 
Jour heart; ſhout for joy, your King is coming to fetch you 
to his Father's houſe. Madam, lam in exceeding great hea- 
rinels, Cod thinking it beſt for my on foul thus to exerciſe 
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. Mr. Ratbefberds pit. 1. 
We, thereby: (it may be) ta fit me to be his mouth to others, 
. 4 ſee and heat, at home and abroad, nothing but matter of 
AKrief and diſcouragement, which indeed maketh my life ba- 
der; and 1 hope in God never to get my will in this world: 
And I expect ere long a fiery trial upon the Church; for 
27 men — * and — as many 
Hiends to , and as many pulling and drawing te pul 
the. cron off. his hely Head: and for fear that our Nd 
gay amopgſt us (as if his room were more deſirable than him- 
. (Half ) men are bidding him go ſeek his lodging. Madam, if 
12 ve a. part in filiy friendleſs Zion, (as L know ye have) 
Apeak a word ↄn her behalf to God and mant if. ye can do 
,Dothing elſe, ſpeak for Jeſus, and ye ſhall thereby be 2 witnels 
againſt this declining age. Now from my very ſoul, laying 
and Jeauing.,you on the Lord, and deſiring; a. part in your 
F$rayers (as my Lord knameth, I remember you) 7 deliver o- 
ver your body, ſpirit, and all: your neceſſities to the hands of 
gur Lord, and remain ſar erer 
Annoth, Feb. 1. Wan Ladiſhip's in pour ſweet Lord 


771 150 Feſas and mine, S. R. 


aos —_ _ "#4 - TPP TT I . 
— — — 33 
A To m Lad) K EN MU RE. 
R * . . 1 * 3 F _w A 
AJ + 6 F. 1, - - . 0 * 4 * 4 4 4 * 4 
a * , * 
q 
Madam, 


4 by He cauſe of my not writing to your Ladiſbip, is not my 
3 Vo forgetful nels E — — of 1157 opportunity of 
a convenient bearer 3 for I am under more than a — one 
gation to be kind (in Papers at leaſt) to your. Ladiſpip, 1 
hriſt, who hath brought you home 
again to your country, from that place, where, ye have ſeen 
with your eyes that which our Lord's truth taught you 
to wit, that worldly glory is nothing but a vapour, 2 ſpadon, 
the foam of the water, or ſomething leſs and lighter, oven ne- 
thing; and that our Lord hath not without cauſe (aid in his 
word, 1 Cor. vii. 31. The countenance or faſhion of this world 
peſſeth away. In which place, our Lord compareth it to 20 
| image ina looking-glals, for it is the looking -glaſs of Adam; 
| ſons: Some come to the-glace, and ſee in it the picture of H- 
A avoxr, and but a piſture indeed; for true honour is to be great 
in the ſight of God: And others ſec in it the ſhadow of Riches, 
and but a ſhadow-indecd 3: for durable rickes ſtand as one of fi: 
the maids of Wiſdom upon her left-hand, Prov. iii; 16. And Wer, 
2 third ſort ſee. ig it the face of painted ZJcafapes, and-the be. n 


holders 


Epiſt. 13. LERTT ERS. 40 
'bolders will not believe, but the image they ſce in this glats ia 
3 living man, till the Lord come and break the glaſs in pieces 
and remove the face; and .then, like Pharach awakned, they 
lay, And bebeld it was a dream. I know your Ladiſhip thinks - 
ech your {elf little in the common of this world; for the favou- 
able aſpe& of any of theſe three painted faces; and bleſſed : 
be our Lord that it is ſo; the better tor you: Madam, they 
are not wort2y to be wooers to ſuit in marriage your ſoul, that 
looks to an higher Match than to be married upon painted 
dey. Know therefore, Madam, the place whither our Lord 
lelus cometh to woo a Bride, it is even in the furnace : for if 
je be one of Zion's daughters (which 1 ever put beyond all 
que ſtion. ſince 7 farſt had occafion to ſee in your Ladiſhip ſuch 
pregrart evidences of the grace of God) the Lord, who hath 
is fire in Zion, and his furnace in Feruſalem, Iſa. xxxi. g. is 
purifying you in the furnace: And therefore be content to live 
in it, and every day to be adding and ſewing· to a paſment to 
your wedding-garment, that ye may be at laſt decored and 
trimmed as a Bride for Chriſt, a Bride of his own busking, - 
beautified in the hidden man of the heart, forgetting your 7 8 
tber bouſe, ſo ſhall the King greatly defire your beauty, Plal. 
lv. 11. If your Ladiſhip be not changed (as I hope ye are 
wt) J believe ye eſteem your ſelf to be of thoſe, whom God 
bath tried theſe many years, and refined as filver. But, Ma- 
dam, I will ſhew your Ladiſhip a privilege that others want, 
and ye have in this calc ; Shan are in proſperity, and are 
ated with earthly jeys, and increaſed with children and 
mcnds, tho* the word of God is indeed Written to ſuch for + 
their inſtruction; yet to you who are in trouble, (ſpare me, 
Aadam, to lay this) from whom the Lord hath taken many 
culdren, and whom he hath exerciſed otherwiſe, there are 
"mc chapters, ſome particular promiſes in the word of God 
Wade, in a moſt fpecial manner, which ſhould never have been 
urs, lo as they now are, if ye bad your portion in this life, 
others: and therefore all the comforts, promi es and mer- 
ds, God offereth to the afflicted, they are as many love: let 
5 Written to you; take them to you, Madam, and claim 
right, and be not robbed: It is no ſmall comfort, that 
uod bath written ſome ſeriptures to you, which he hath not 
uten to others: Ye ſeem rather in this to he envied than 
br, ied; and ye are indeed in this like people of another world, 

and thoſe that are above the ordinary rank of mankind, whom l 
King and Lord, our 5 Je ſus, in his n 3 
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letter to. ſome by name, that are 


' None: I hope 


vou, that great ſolicitation is made by the town of Kirkus 
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| Mr. Ratberfoord's = Epiſt, 14; 
to his welbeloved Spouſe, hath named, beſide all the reſt, ang 
hath written comforts and his "hearty commendations, in the 
56th of Iſaiab, ver. 4, 5- Pſal. exlvii. 2, 3. to you: Read theſe 
and the like, and think your God is like a Friend, that ſend. 
eth a letter to a whole houſe and family; but ſpeaketh in his 
reſt to him in the houſe: 
Ye are then, Madam, of the deareſt friends of the Bridegroomz 
if it were lawful, 1 would envy you, that God honoured you 
ſo above many of his dear children. Therefore, Madam, your 
part is, in this caſe (ſeeing God taketh nothing from you, but 
that which he is to ſupply with his own preſence) to deſire 

our Lord to know his own room, and to take it even upon 

im to come in, in the room of dead children: Febovah, know 
thy own place, und take it to thee, is all you have to ſay. Ma- 
dam, I perſwade my ſelf, that this world is to you an uncouth 
inns ; and that ye are like a traveller, who hath his bundle 
upon his back, and his ſtaff in his hand, and his feet upon the 
door-threſhold : Go forward, honourable and ele Lady, in 
the ſtrength of your Lord (let the world bide at home and 
keep the houſe) with your face toward him, who longeth more 
for-a ſight of you, than ye can do for him: ere it be long he 
will ſee us. I hope to ſee you laugh as cheerfully after-noon, 
as ye have mourned before-noon: The hand of the Lord, the 
hand of the Lord be with you in your journey. What have 
ye to do here? This is not your mountain of reſt ; ariſe then 
and ſet your foot up the mountain; go ap out of the wilder- 


J 7 leaning upon the ſhoulder of your Beloved, Cant. viii. 5. 


ye knew the welcome that abideth you when ye come home, 
e haſten your pace; for ye ſhall ſee your Lord put up 
is own hely hand to your face, and wipe all tears fram your 
eyes: and Itrow, then ye ſhall have ſome joy of heart. Ma- 
dam, paper willeth me to end before affection. Remember 


| the eſtate of Zien; pray that Feruſalem may be as Zecbariab 


prophctce, Chap. xii. 3. A burdenſom fone for all, that who- 
er boweth down to roll the ſtone out of the way, may hurt 
and break/the joints of their back, and ſtrain their arms, and 
disjoint their ſhoulder-blades ; and pray Fehovab, that the 
None may hie ſtill in its own place, keep bond with the Corner- 
hope it ſhall be ſo; he is a skilled Maſter-builder who 
laid it. I would, Madam, under great heavineſs be 

eſh with two lines from your Ladiſhip,- which I refer to you! 
own wiſdom. Madam, I would ſeem undutiful not to ſhew 


bright 


— 
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Epiſt. 11x. LET TERS. . 407 
bright, for to have the uſe of my poor labours amongſt them. 
If the Lord ſhall call and his people cry, who am 7 to refilt ? 
But without his (cen calling, and till the flock, whom I now 
overſee, be planted with one, to whom I dare intruſt Chriſt's 
Spouſe ; gold ner ſilver, nor favqur of men, 7 hope, ſhall not 
looſe me. I leave your Ladiſbip, praying more carneſtly, for 


—— 
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race and tnercy to, be with you, tpultiplied upon 
— and hereafter, than my pen can expreſs. The Lord el 
be with your ſpirit. 3 PART by Mor. gh 
Kirkcadbrights Tour Ladiſhip's at all obedience 
5 . ; 5 2 7 in the Lord, = R. X 
| To my Lach K EN MU RE. 
Madam, | ; ; 


Aving ſaluted you, wich grace and merey from God our 
H Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I long to ſee 
your Ladiſbip, and to hear how it goeth with you. I do re- 
member you, and preſent you and your neceſlities to him, 
who is able to keep you, and preſent you 5 before bis 
fac with joy : and my prayer to our Lord, is, That ye may 
be ſick of love for him, who died of love for you; 1 mean, 
your Saviour ſeſus: and O ſweet were that ſickneſs, to he 
have MW foul-ſick for him! and a living death it were, to die in the 
then frre of the love of that Soul-lover, Feſus ! And, Madam, if 
der- He love him, Je will keep his commandments ; and this is not 
ii. 5- one of the leaſt, to lay your neck cheerfully and willingly 
ome, © under the yoke of Telus Chriſt : For, I al, aur LediÞi 
t up did firſt contract and bargain with the Son of God, to follow 
your bim upon theſe terms, that by his grace, ye ſhould endure 
Me- Hardſhip, and ſuffer affliftion 2s the ſoldier of Chriſt: 
mber MW They are not worthy of Jeſus, who will not take a blow far 
ariah I their Maſter's ſake, For our glorious Peace-maker, when 
who- i be came to make up the friendſhip betwixt God and? us, God 
but I Fruiſed bim, and ſtroke him; the finful world alſo did beat 
„ and Lint, and crucific him; yet he took buffets, of both the par- 
it the ties: and, honour to our Lord Jeſus, he would not leave the 
order- I fcld for all that, kill he had made peace betwixt the parties. 
r who | perſwade my ſelf, your ſufferings are but like your Sayiour's i 
efreſb- (Jes, incomparably leſs and lighter ) which are called but a 

bruiſing of his heel, Gen. iii. 15, a wound far from the heart. .- 
> hen Tur life is bid with Chriſt in God, Col. ili. 3. And therefore 
; Je caunat be robbed of it. 71 handleth us, ar 
2. > 8 1 „ 
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48 Mlfr. Ratherfoords Ehpiſt. 1. 
do their young children; they lay up jewels in a place, 2. 
bove the reach of the ſhort arm of bazrrns, elſe bairns would 
| 5 up their hands, and take them down, and loſe them ſoon: 
1o bath cur Lord done with our ſpiritual life; Jeſus Chriſt is 
the high coffer, in the which our Lord hath hid our life; we 
children are not able to reach up our arm ſo high, as to take 
down that life and loſ- it; it is in our Chriit*s hand: O, long, 
long may Jeſus be Lord-keeper of our life! and happy arethey 
that can, with the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. lay their foul in pawn 
in the hand of jeſus; for he is able to keep that, whirhvis con- 
mitted in pawn to him, againſt that day. Then, Madam, ill ” 
ſo long as this life is not hurt, all, other troubles are but 
touches in the heel: | truſt ye will ſoon be cured; Ye know, M © 
Madam, kings have ſom: ſervants in their courts, that receive 
not preſent wages in their hand,, but live upon their hopes: 
The King of kings alſo hath ſervants in his court, that fer 
the preſent get little or nothing, but the heavy croſs of Chriſt, 
troubles without and terrers within; but they live upon hope; 
when it cometh to the parting of the inheritance, they remain 
In the houſe as heirs : it is better to be ſo, than to get preſert 
payment, and a portion in this life, an inheritance in this 
world; [ God forgive me, that I ſhould honour it with the 
name of an inheritance, it is rather a farm-room] and then in 
the end to be caſten out of God's houſe, with this word, 7: 
bave received yeur conſolatien, ye. will get no more. Mas! 
what get they? The rich glutton's heaven. O but our Lord. 
Tuke xvi. maketh it a ſilly heaven! He fared well (ſaith our 
| Lord) and delicately every day: Oh! no more? a filly ber 
ven! Truly no more, except that he was clothed in purple, 
and that is all. 7 perſwade my ſelf, Madam, ye have j), 
| * when ye think that your Lord hath dealt more graciouſly wit 
mo loul. Ye have gotten little in this life; it is true indeed 
Le have then the more to crave ; yea, ye have all to crave: 
For, except ſome taſtings of the firſt-fruits, and ſome kiſſes c 
his mouth, whom your ſou! loyeth, ye get no more. But 
| Cannot tell you what is to come; yet I may ſpeak as our Lori 
* doth of it: The foundation of the city is pure gold, clear: 
_ cryſtal ; the twelve ports are ſet with precious ſtones : if orch 
- * ards and rivers commend a {oil upon earth, there is 2 paradi 
tthcre, wherein groweth the Tree of life, that beareth twel 
manner of fruits every month, which is ſevenſcore and f 
- "harveſts in the year; and there is there, à pure river of N 
ter of life, proceeding out of the throne of God ar 


- 
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Lamb: and the city hath no need of the light of the ſun or 
moon, or of a candle; for the Lord God Almighty and the. 
Lamb is the light thereof. Madam, believe and hope for this, 
till ye ſee and enjoy. Jeſus is ſaying in the Goſpel, Ce and 
e; and he is come down in the chariot of truth, wherein he 
ndeth through the world, to conquer mens ſouls, Pſal.'xly., 
4 and is now in the world ſaying, Who will go with me? Will 
ye go? My Father will make you welcome, and groe you b:uſes 
rm; for in my Father's houſe are many dwelling-places. 
Madam, conſent to go with him: Thus 7reſt, commending 
you to God's deareſt mercy; hs; gras Weds { 


* 


Anwort b. Ry Durs in the Lord Feſus, S. R. : 
85 A — — — — 
To, my Lady K EN MU RE. 1 
N ; 8 1 > oF" 0 x | | p | ; , g 
Madam, p Wag 


123 now (as many others are) that at the ſitting: 
down of our parliament,” our Lord ſeſus his Spouſe ſhall 
be roughly bandled: And it muſt be ſo, fince falſe and de- 
dining Scotland, whom our Lord took off the dunghil and 
cut of hell, and made à fair Bride to himle't, hath broken her 
faith to her ſweet Husband, and hath put on the forehead of 
a where ; and therefore he ſaith, he will remove: wonld te 
God we could ſtir up our ſelves to lay hold upon him, Wo, 
being highly provoked with the handling he hath met with, Wn 
is ready to depart. Alas, we do hot importune him by pray- 
er and ſupplication, to abide amongſt us! If we could but 
weep upon him, and in the holy pertinacy of faith wreſtle 
with him, and ſay, Ve will not let thee go; it may be thaae 
then he, who is eaſie to be entreated, would yet, notw ith- 
ſtanding of our high provocations, condeſcend to ſtay, and 
feed among the lilies, till that fair and deſirable day break, 
and the ſhadows flee away. Ah! what cauſe” of "mourning is 
there, when our gold is become dim, and thè vi ſage of cur Na- 
zarites, ſometimes whiter than ſnow, is new become blacker 
than @ cral ; and 'Fev?'s houſe, once comparable to fine god, 
5 now changed, and become like veſlels, in whem he hath no 
pleaſure? Madam, think upon this, that when our Lord, 
who hath his handkerchief to wipe the face of the murners 
m Zion, ſhall come to wipe away all tears frem their eyes, he | 
may wipe yours alſo, in paſſing amongſt cthers. I am conſi- 
Madam, that our ed Weill yet build a new- houſe te li 
| 
| 
3 


Wnſelt, of our rejected and ſcattered ſtones ; for our Bride- 
6 4 a 838 gr oem F- 4 
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moſt delicious Roſe of all hi 


hat is, by preſenting your ſoul, perſon, 


'it; and 


410 Mr. Rut herfoord'ts Ep 
groom cannot want a Wife : Can he live a Widow ? Nay, he 
will embrace both us the little young Siſter, and the elder 
Sifter, the Church of the Jews; and there will yet be a day of 
i therefore We have cauſe to rejoice, yea to fing and 
ſhout for j9y.- The Church hath been, ſince the world 
eyer banging by a fmall threed, and all the hands of Hand 
of = 2 have beep drawing at 2 but, God 
tha hey only break their arms by pulling, but the 
— e for the i fingers of brit our 
Lord have ſpun and twiſted it: Lord, hold the threed while, 
Madam, ſtir up your husband, to lay hold upon the Coye. 
nant, and to do good. What hath he to do with the world ? 
It is not his inheritance: deſite bim to make home over, ind 
put to his hand to lay one ſtone or tw6 upon the wall of 
God's houſe, before he go hence. I have heard alſo, Aa. 
dam, that your child is remeyed ; but to have vr want is 
beſt, as he pleaſeth. Whether ſhe be with you, or in God's 
keeping, think it all one ; nay, think it the better of the two 
r, that ſhe is with him. I truſt in our Lord, that there 


à ſomething laid up and hope for you; for our kind Lord, 


Who hath wounded you, will not be ſo cruel, as not to allay 
the pain of your green wound ; and therefore claim Chriſt ſtil 
as your own, and own him as your One thing. So reſting, [ 
1. aq your Ladyſbip, your ſoul and * im payn to 

im, who keepeth his Father's pawns, and will make an at- 


| _ count of them faithfully, even to that Faireſt amongſt the ſons 


of men, our ſweet Lord ſeſus, the faireſt, the ſweeteſt, the 
| Father's great field : The ſmell 
that Roſe perfume your ſoul. ; 


: Anweth, April 1. Teur Ladyſhip's in his ſweetef 
; — +; ber Feſus, 95 R.. 
e 
Madam, EY Re | 


ſhip, but becaule of a pain in my arm I could not. I know 
will pot impute it-to any. unſuitable forgetfulneſs of your 
to my calling in this 


1 Determined, and was deſirous alſo to have ſeen your Lady- 
Ne 


'Ladyſhip, from whom, at my firſt entry 


country, and ſince alſo, I received ſuch comfort in my affſicti- 
en, as, I truſt in God, never to forget it, and ſhall labour by 


his grace to recompence it, the only way poſſible to me, and 
E and all you! 
yo: 


. 
. 


iſt, 16. 
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er to you than many kingdoms; and that ye eſteem him 


Epiſt. 16. LEFT TERS, 4 
neceſſities, in prayer to him, (whoſe I hope ye are, and) 
who is able to keep you till that day of appearance, and to 
nt yes halen: 3 3 Jam confident your 
Ladyſbip is going forward, in egun journey to your Lord, 
24 Fader s Home and Kingdom; howbeit gps not 
tions within and without : And who-among the ſaints 
eyer taken that Caſtle wit ſtroke of ſword ? The 
Chief of the Houſe, our elder Brother, our Lord Feſus,: not 
being excepted, ho won his /n houſe at home, due to him 
by birth, wich much blood and many blows. . Your Ladis 
bath the more need to look to your ſelf, becauſe our L 
hath placed you higher than the. reſt, and your way to hea- 
yen lieth through a more wild and waſte wilderneſs, than the 
way of many of your fellow-travellers ; not only through the 
midſt of this wood of thorws, the cumberſom world, but alſo 
through theſe dangerous paths, the wain-glory of it: I 
conſideration whereof hath often moved me to pity your ſou 
and the ſoul of your worthy. and noble busband. And it is 
more to you to win heaven,. being, ſhips of greater burden, 
and in the main-ſea, than for little veſſels, that are not ſo 
much in the mercy and reverence of the ſtorms 5. becauſe they 


may come quietly to their port by launching alongſt the coaſt : 
For the which cauſe ye do much, if in the midſt of ſuch; a 


tumult of buſineſs, and crowd of temptations, ye ſhall give 
Chriſt Jeſus his own court, and his own.due place in your ſoul. 
I know and am perſwaded, that that lovely One, Jeſus, is dear- 


your Welbeloved, and the Staudard-begrer among ten thou- 
ſand, Cant. v. 10. And it becometh him full well to take the 
Place, and the board - head in your foul, before all the mord: 
knew and ſaw him with you in the furnace of affliction; far 
there he wooed you to himfelf, aud choſe you to be his; and t 
now he crayeth no other hire of you but your loye, and that 
be get no cauſe to be jealous of you. And therefore, Dea 
and worthy Lady, be like to the freſh riyergthat k its own If 
freſh taſte in the ſalt- ſea. This world is dot worthy of your 
ſoul : give it not a good-day, when Chriſt cometh in af 
on with it. Be like one of another country-: Home ſtay 
not; for the ſun is fallen low, and nigh the tops of the mdun- | 
tains, and the ſhadows are ſtretched out in great length. 
Linger not by the way: The world and ſin would train you 
on, and make you turn aſide : Leave not the way for them, 


ud the Lord Jeſus bs 63 the l Medomy many, th 
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nee upon you, and many would be glad your Ladyſhi 
pon y ny Lon 4 % 


mouid ſpill a chriſtian, and mar a good profeſſor. Cord Jeſu, 
rar "their gedleſs defires, and keep tbe conference whale 
without à crack ? If there be a hole in it, ſo that it take in 
water at a leek, it will with difficulty mend again., It is z 
dainty delicate creature, and a rart᷑ piece of the wor ; 
f your Maker; and therefore deal gently with it, and keep 
it entite, that, amidſt this world's glory, your Ladyſbip may 
learn to entertain Chriſt ; and hatſoe ver creature your Lag. 
ip findeth not to ſmell of him, it may have no better relifh 
Ito you than the white of an . Madam, it is a part of tho 
truth of your profeſſion, to drop words in the cars of your 
ble huikand continually, of eternity, judgment, death, 
bell, heaven, the honourable profeſſion, the fins of his father; 
_ Houſe; he muſt reckon with God for his father's debt: Far- 
etting of accounts payeth not debt; nay, the intereſt of ? 
e$orgotten bond runneth np with God, to intereſt upon intereſt. 
1 know, he looketh homeward" and loveth the truth; but 
„I pity him with mny ſoul, becauſe of his many temptations: 
i Satan layeth upon men a burden of cares above a load, and 
ry \aketh a pack-horle of mens ſoutls, when they are wholly 
get upon this world. We ow the devil no ſuch ſervice; it were 
wvildom to throw off that load into à mire, and caſt all our 
eres over upon God. Madam, think ye have no child; ſub- 
ſeribe a bond to your Lord, that ſhe ſhall be his, if he take 
ber; and thanks and praiſe and glory to his holy Name, ſhall 
de the intereſt for a year's loan of her. Look for crofles, 
| =_ while it is 2 weather, wn in 1 7 r. ſhip. Now, 
IE hoping your Ladyſbip will pardon my tediouſneſs, I recom- 
mend Fen ſoul 2 ee to the grace and mercy of our 
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- -Anmoth, Nov. 17. Tour Ladyſhip's at all FI” 
e e 163. 2" pbgdience in Chrift, S. R. 
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n To my Lady K EN M U'R E. 
Madam, _ 


_ : 


Aving received à letter from ſome of the wortbieſt of 
| the miniſtry in this kingdom, the contents whereof | 
am ed to communicate to ſuch profeſſors in theſe parts, 
{-as | know love the beauty of Zion, and are afflicted to ſee the 


She nerd, who lay it waſte; 1 


/ 


Lord's Vineyard troden under foot by the wild boars out of 
| alſo deſire your 
could not but allo Pad 


— ——— — — — 


Epiſt. 17. LET TERS. 
Ladiſhip's help, to join with the reſt, deſiring you to im- 
it to my Lord your husband; and, if ye think it needful, 
Lad write to his Lordsbip, as Mr. G. G. ſhall advertife me. 
Know therefore, that the beſt affected of the miniſtry have 
thought it convenient and neceſſary, at ſuch a time as this, 
that all who love the truth ſnould join their prayers together, 
and cry to God with humiliation and faſting: The times 
which are agreed upon, are, the two firſt Sabbath of -r. 
bruary next; and the ſix days interveening betwixt theſe 
Sabbaths, as they may conveniently be had, and the firſt Sab- 
bath of every quarter: And the cauſes, as they are written 
to me, are theſe, 1. Befides the diſtreſſes of the reformed 
Churches abroad, the many reigning ſins of uncleanneſs, 
ungodlineſs, and unri ghteouſneſs in this land; the preſent 
judgments on the land, and many mo hanging over us, 
whereot few are ſenſible, or yet know the right and true 
of them: 2. The lamentable and pitiful eſtate of a glorious 
Church (in fo ſhort a time, againſt ſo many bonds) in Do- 
&rine, Sacrament and Diſcipline,” fo fore perſecuted, in the 
perions of faithful paſtors and profeſſors, : and the door” of 
God's h:uſe kept ſo ſtrait, by baſtard-porters, in ſo mueh 
that worthy inſtrumerits, able for the work, are held at the 
door; the rulers having turned over religion e 
and the multitude ready to receive any religion that ſhall be 
enjoined by authority. 3. In our humiliation, beſides that 
we are under a neceſſity of deprecating God's "wrath; 'and 
vowing to God fincerely new obedience, the weaknels, 
eoldneſs, ſilence and lukewarmneſs of fome of the belt of the 
miniſtry, and the deadreſs of profeſſors, who have ſuffered - 
the truth both ſecretly to be ſtolen away, and openly to be 
plucked from us, would be confeſſed. 4; Atheiſm, idolatry, 
profanity, and vanity would be confeſſed ; our king's heart 
recommended to God; and God entreated, that he would ſtir 
up the nobles and the people te turn from their evil'ways. 
Thus, Madam, hoping that your Ladiſhip will join with 
others, that ſuch a work be not lighted at ſuch a'neceffary 
ume, when our Kirk is at the overturning, I will promiſe to 
My ſelf your help, as the Lord in fecrecy and prudence ſhall 
nable you, that your Ladiſhip may * with the Lord's 


-ople, when deliverance ſhall come: For true and fincere 
e the Namiliation come always ſpeed with God; And when Autho- 
ut of , King, Court, and Church-men oppoſe the truth, hat 


iter armour haye we but prayer and faith ? whereby if we 
5 : | | wreltle 
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wreſtle with him, there is ground to hope, that thoſe why 
would remove the burdenſom ſtone out of its place, ſhall but 
hurt theix back, and the ſtone ſhall not be moved, at leaſt not 
removed, Zech. xii. 3. Grace, grace be with you, from him 
who hath called you to the inheritance of the iaints in light, 
Aub, Jan. 23. Tour Ladiſbip's at all ſubmiſſive Hedi 
10634 ence in bis ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 
— Ou 
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Te Lady 
Madam, . | 2 f ; 7 WT , 4 P 
LL ſubmiſſive and dutiful obedience in our Lord Jeſus 
rememhred. I truſt I need not much intreat your Lady 
p to look to him, who hath ſtricken you at this time; but 
my duty, in the memory of that comfort I found in your Ls 
dyſbip's kindneſs, when — no leis heavy, in a caſe not un- 
like that, ſpeaketh to me, to ſay ſomething now; and I wif 
J could eaſe your Ladyſbq at leaſt with words: I am perſm+ 
ded, yeur Phyſician will not ſlay you, but purge-you ; And 
ſeeing he calleth himſelf the Chirurgion, who maketh the 
wound and bindeth it up again (for tq lance a wound, is 
not to kill, but to cure the patient) Deut. xxxii. 30. 1 San. 
11. 6. Fob vi. v. 18. Hoſe. vi. 1. I believe, faith wil 
teach you to kiſs a ſtriking Lord, and ſo acknowledge the 
ſovereignty of God (in the death of a child) to be above the 
power of us mortal men, who may pluck up a flower in the 
bud, and not be blamed; for it: if our dear Lord pluck up 
one of his roſes, and pull down ſowre and green fruit before 
harveſt, who can challenge him? For he ſendeth us to his 
world, as men to a market, wherein ſome ſtay many hours 
and eat and drink, and buy and ſell, and paſs through the 
fair, till they be weary; and ſuch are thoſe who live long, 
and get a hearty fill of this life: And others again come ſi 
Ping in to the morning-market, and do neither fit nor ſtand, 
Hor buy nor ſell, but look about them a little, and paſs pre 
ſently home again; and theſe are infants and young ones, who 
end their ſhort market in the morning, and get but a ſhon 
view of the fair. Our Lord, who hath numbred man's month 
and ſet him bounds that he cannot paſs, Job tiv. 5. hat. 
written the length of our market; and it is eafier to con 
2 of the decree, than to change it. I verily believe, wh 3 
write this, your Lord hath * your Ladyſhip to lay o OO 
hand on your mouth: but! be far from deſiring Jon 85 
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Ladyſbip or any others to caſt by a croſs, like an old 5 
bil, that is only for the fire; but rather would wiſh, each 
erols were looked in the face ſeven times, and were read o- 
ver and over again. It is the meſſenger of the Lord, and ſpeaks 
ſomething ; and the man of underſtanding will hear the rod 
and him that hath appainted it: Tyy what it the taſte of the 
Ind's cup, and drink with God's bleſſing, t hat ye' may grow 
thereby. I truſt in God, whatever ſpeech it utter to your ſoul, 
this is one word in it, Fob v. 17: Behold, bleſſed is the man 
whom God correReth :; And that it faith to you, Te are frons 
home while here; ye are not of this world, as your Redeemer, 
cbriſt, was not of this world. There is ſomething keeping for. 
you, which is worth the having: All that is here is con- 
demned to die, to paſs away like a ſnow-ball betorę a ſummer- 
ſun; and fifice death took firſt poſſeſſion of ſomething of yours, 
it hath been ayd daily is creeping nearer and nearer to your 
ſelf, howbeitAvith no noiſe of feet. Your Husbandman and 
Lord hath lopped off ſome branches already, the tree it elf is 
to be tranſplanted to the high garden; in a good time be it, 
our Lord ripen your Ladyſhip. All theſe eroſſes (and indeed 
when | rememher them, they are heavy and many: Peace, 
peace be the end of them) are to make you white and ripe for 
the Lord's harveft-book. I have ſeen the Lord weaning you 
from the breaſts of this world: it was never his mind, it 
ſhould be your patrimony, and God be thanked for that; ye 
look the liker one of the heirs: Let the moveables go, why 
rot? They are not yours: faſten your grips upon the heri- 
age; and our Lord Jeſus make the Charters ſure, and give 
your Ladyſpip to grow s a palm- tree on God's Mount-Zion; 
bowbeit ſhaken with winds, yet the root is faſt. This is all T 
en do, to recommend your caſe to your Lord, who hath 
you written upon the palms of his hand. If I were able to 
do more, your Ladyſhip may believe me, that gladly I wopld. 
Itruſt ſhortly to ſee your Tadyſbip: Now he who hath called” 
you, confirm and ſtabliſh your heart in grace unto the day of 
the liberty of the ſons of God. CA | 
Ardwel, April 29. Tour Ladyſhip's at alt ſubmiſſroe obedi- 
1634. dience in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
Te n Lady KENMURE. 
My very noble and worthy Lad, . 
O oft as Leall to mind the caniforts, that I my ſelf, a poor 


1 


*. 


friendleſs ſtranger, received from your Zedyſbip here in 
; „ 1 a ſtrange 


4 


9 | | you a particular, right to make God your Husband (which 


4x6. N.. Ratherſoord's Epiſt.v1g; 


2: ſtrange rt of the country when my. Lord took from x 
the delight of mine eyes, as dhe word ipeaketh, Exek. 5 


1086. (which wound. is not yet fully heæaled and cured. } Itruſt 
} your Lord ſhall remember that, and give you comfort now, 
at ſuch a time as this, wherein, your deareſt, Lord hath made 
you a widow, that ye may be a free woman for Chriſt, who 
is now ſuiting for marriage-loye-of you; and therefore, ſince 
you ſie alone in your bed, let Chriſt be as a bundle of myrche, 
to e den lie all the night betwixt your breaſts, Cant. i. 
Lge. and then your bed is better filled than before: And ſeeing, 
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among all eroſſes {ſpoken of in our Lord's. word, this giveth 


was not ſo fours, while your husband was alive) read God's 
merey out of this viſitation: And albeit L muſt aut of ſome 
experience {2y, the mourming for the. husband of Apur youth, 
be by God's on mouth the beavieſt worldly ſorrow, Joel i. 
g. and though this be the weightieſt burden that ever lay u- 
pon your back; yet ye know (When the fields are emptied, 
and your husband now. aſleep in the Lord) if ye ſhall wait u- 

on him, who hideth his face for a while; that it lieth upon 

od's honouy and truth, to fill the field, and to be a Husband 
to the widow :. See and conſider then what ye have loſt, and 
how little it it is. Therefore, Madam, let me intreat you in 
the bowels. of Chriſt Jeſus, and by the comtorts of his Spi- 
rit, and your appearance before him, let God and men, and 
angels now. ſee hat is in qu: The Lord hath pierced the: 
veſſel, it ill be known whether there be in ĩt wine or water; 
let your faith and: patience be ſeen, that may be known, your 
only Beloyed firſt and laſt hath: been. Chriſt : And therefore 


now, were your whole love upon him; he alone is 2 ſuitable 
Object for your love and all the affc&iens of your ſoul. Gd 
hath dried up one channel of your love, by the remoyal oi 
your husband : let now that ſpeat run upon Chriſt: Your 
Lord and Lover hath graciouſly. taken out y our husband 
name, and your name, out of the ſummons, that are railcd, 
at the inſtance of the terrible ſin· xevenging Judge of the 
world, againſt the houſe of Kemmure . And | dare ſay, that God's 
hammering of you from your youth, is only to make vou 
fair.carved.ſtone, in the high upper Temple of the new Jeru- 
ſalem. Your Lord never thought this world's vain ainted 
glory a giſt worthy of you; a therefore would not beitow 
it on you, becauſe he is to prepine you with a better portion: 
Lot the movables go, the inheritance is yours. Le are a child 
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of the houſe, and joy is laid up for you; it is long in coming, 
but not the Worſe for that. 1 am now expecting to ſee, amd 
chat with joy and „ that which I hoped of you, finceT 
knew you fully; even thaF ye have laid ſuch ſtrength upon 
zhe holy One of Iſrael, that ye defy troubles ; and that your 
ſoul is a caſtle that may be beſieged, but cannot be taken. 
What have ye to do here? This world never look'd like a 
friend upon you ye ow it little love, it looked ever ſowre like 
upon you: Howbeit ye ſhould woo it, it will not match with 
you; and therefore never ſeek warm fire under cold ice. This 
is not a field where your happineſs groweth; it 2 
ich no man 
tan number, 4 all nations and kindreds, and pecple, and 
tengues, ſtanding before the throne and before the Lamb, 
cdithed with white robes, and palms in their bands: What ye 
could never get here, ye ſhall find there. And withal conſi- 
der, how in all theſe trials, (and truly they have been many) 
your Lord hath been looſing you at the root from periſhing 
things, and hunting after you, to grip your foul.' Madam, . 
for the Son of God's ſake, let him not miſs his grip, but ſtay | 
and abide in the love of God, as Jude ſaith, v. 21. Now, Ma- 
dam, | hope your Ladyſbip will take theſe lines in good 
part; and wherein I have fallen ſhort and failed to your Lady- 
foip, in not evidencing what I was obliged to your more 
than undeſerved love and reſpeR, I requeſt e a full pardon 
for it. Again, my dear and noble Lady, let me beſeech you 
to lift up your head, for the day of your redemptiondraweth 
near: and remember, that ſtar that ſhined in Galloway is 


now ſhining in another world. Now I ah; ie God may 
may be to you 


anſwer his own ſtile to your ſoul; and that 
„e God of all conſolations, Thus I remain |) - 


Anwoth, Sept. 14. - Tour Ladyſbip's at all dati ful ob- 
10624. y dience in the Lord, S. K 

1 | To my Lady K EENMU RE. 
Madam. ES r; 4] 


LL dutiful obedienee in our Lerd remembred; I know 

ye are now near one of thoſe ſtraits, in which ye 'have 

been before: But · becauſe your outward comforts are fewer, 

I pray him, whoſe ye are, to ſupply what ye want, another 

way: for howheit we cannot win to the bottom of his wiſe 

Providence, whe ruleth all; yet it is certain, this * 4 
5 | y 
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ly good, which the Almighty hath done, but it is beſt: 
he _ hath reckoned all your ſte ps to heaven; and if yout 
Tadiſbip were through this _— there are the fewer be. 
bind ; and if this were the laſt, 1 hope your Zadiſhip hath 
Learned by on-waiting to make your acquaintance with death, 
which being, to the Lord, the woman's Seed, Jeſus, only a 
bloody heel, and not a broken head, Gen. iii. 15. cannot be ill 
to his friends, who get far leſs of death then himlelf : There. 
fore, Madam, ſeeing ye know not but the journey is ended, 
and ye ate come to the water- ſide? in God's wiſdom, look 
all your papers and your counts, and whether ye be ready to 
receiv the kingdom of heaven as a little child, in whom 
there is little haughtineſs and much humility. I would be far 
from diſcouraging your Ladiſbip; but there is an abſolute 
neceſſity, that, near eternity, we look ere we leap, ſeeing no 
man winneth back again to mend his leap. J am confident 
your Ladyſhip thinketh often upon it, and that your old 
Guide ſhall go before you and whe your hand: His love to 
you will not grow ſowre, nor wear out of date, as the love 
en, which groweth old and gray-hair'd, often before them- 
ſelyes. Ye have ſo much the more reaſon to love a better 
life then this, becauſe this world hath been to you a cold 
fre, with little heat to the body, and as little light, and 
much {moke to hurt the eyes. But, Madam, your Lord would 
have you thinkjgg it but dry breaſts, full of wind, and empty 
of food. In this late viſitation, that hath befallen your Ladi- 
Jhip, ye have ſeen God's love and care, in ſuch a' meaſure, 
that I thought, our Lord brake the ſharp point off the crols, 
and made us and your Ladiſhip ſee Chriſt take poſſeſſion, 
and infeftment upon earth of him, who is now reigning and 
triumphing with the hundred forty and four thouſand, who 
ſtand with the Lanib on mount Zion. I know, the ſweeteſt 
of it is bitter to you but your Lord will not give you pain- 
ted. croſſes: He pai not. all the bitterneſs from the crols, 
neither taketh he the ſharp edge quite from it; then it ſhould 
be of your wailing, and not of his, which ſhould have as lit- 
tle reaſon in it, as it ſhould have profit for us. Only, Mo- 
Adam, God commandeth you now to, believe, and calt an- 
chor in the dark night, and climb up the mountain: He who 
hath called you, eſtabliſh you and confirm you to the end. 
I had a purpoſe to have viſited your Ladiſbip; but when I 
thought — upon it, the truth is, I cannot ſee what my 
company could profit you: and this hath pen 
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purpoſe, and no other thing. I know many honourable friends 
ard worthy profeſſors will ſee your Ladyſbip; and that the 
Son of God is with you, to whoſe love and mercy, from my 
foul, I recommend your L and remain | 

| Anmoth Nov. 29. Tour Ladifhip at all dutiful obedience 


1634. in bis ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R. 
RE To my Lady KENMURE. 
Madam, 


M humble obedience in the Lord rem2mbred. Know, / 
M it hath pleaſed the Lord, to let me ſee, by all appear- 
meg, my labours in God's houſe here are at an end; and I 
muſt now learn to ſuffer, in the + n t am a dull ſcholar. 
By a ſtrange providence, ſome of ay papers, anent the cor- 

ions of this time, are come to ur King's hand: I know, 
by the wiſe and well- affected, I ſna. be cenſured, as not wiſe 
ror 3 enough; but it is ordinary, that that ſhould 


S KASS TSS NFF ELSE? 5. 


we be 2 part of the croſs of thoſe who ſuffer for him: Yet I love 
m- d pardon the inſtrument : I would commit my life to him, 
ter I towbcit by him this hath befallen me; but I look higher than 
old © to him. I make no queſtion of your Ladyſbip's love and care. 


to do what ye can for my help; and am perſwaded that in my 
adverſities your Ladyſbip will wiſh me well, I ſeek no other 
thing, but that my Lord may be honoured by me, in giving 
a teſtimony. I was willing to do him more ſervice ; but ſeei 

be will have no more of my labours, and this land will thruſt / 
me out, I pray for grace to learn to be acquaint with miſery, 
it I may Sat —_ a name to fk > mark of thoſe, wo" 5 
ſhall be crowned with Chriſt : And howbeit I will poſſibly 
prove a faint-hearted unwife man in that, yet I dare ſay, I 
intend otherwiſe : And I deſire not to go on the lee-fide or 
2 of religion, to put truth betixt me and a ſtorm 57 
my Saviour did not ſo for me, who in his ſuffering took the 
. of the hill. No further, but the Son of God be 
with you. 2 „%% So ET. 
Anwoth,Dec. 5. 1634. Tour Ladyſbip's in the Lord Jeſus, S. & 
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Madam, „ #33 a | 
[| ived your Ladiſbip's letter from J. G. I thank out 
Lerd, ye are as well, at leaſt, as one may be, who. is ] 
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room. I expect our new Prelate ſhall try my fitting. I hang 


put qut of i TY ſo ſoon, in Scotland : It will be ſeen, 


the Kirk a uth will riſe again within three days, and 
Chriſt again ſhall ride upon bis white horſe; howbeit his 


\ horſe ſeem now to ſtumble, yet he cannot fall: the fulneſs of 


world turned. your ftep-mother, and did forſake you. Madam, 


| Preparing; will; recampenſe All : Let it 80, which 2 never 
Pour s, but only. in fight, not in property's The dime of you 


Epiſt. 22 
not come home: It is a mercy, in this ſtormy ſea, to get a ſe- 
cond* wind; for none of the ſaints get a firſt, but they muſt 
take the winds, as the Lord of the ſeas cauſcth them to blows 
and the inn, as the Lord and Maſter of the inns hath ordered 
it: if contentment were here, heaven were not heaven. Whos 
ever ſeek the world to be their bed, ſhall at beſt find it ſhort 
and ill ID 3 under their ſide to 22 them wak- 
ing, rather a ſoft pillow to flee n. Te ouzht to 
be your Lord, that it A not worle : W²a live in a 8 
many have ſuffered ſhipwrack, and have need that Chriſt ſit 
at the helm of the ſhip. It is a mercy to win to heaven, th 


lence, it and well as it may be: better go ſwimming and 
wet through our waters, than drown by the way; eſpecially 
now when truth ſuffereth, and great men bid Chriſt fit lower, 
and contract himſelf in leſs bounds, as it he took too mu 


by a threed, but it is (if I may ſpeak fo ) of Chriſt's (pinning; 
there is no quarrel more honeſt or honourable, than to ſuffer 
for truth; but the worſt is, that this Kirk is like to ſink, and 
all ber lovers and friends ſtand atar off, none mourn with her, 
and none mou for her. But the Lord :Jefus will not be 


Chriſt's harveſt in the end of the earth is not yet come in. 
I ſpeak not this, becauſe I would have it ſo, but upon better 
grounds than my naked liking : But enough of this ſad ſub- 
ject. I long to be fully aſſured of your 'Lad:ſnip's welfare, and 
that your ſoul proſpereth,eſpecially now in your ſolitary life, 
when your comſorts outward are few, and when Chriſt hath 
you for. the very uptaking.. I know, his love to you is ſtil 
running over, and his love hath not ſo bad a memory as to for- 
get you and your dear child, who hath two Fathers in heaven, 
the one the Ancient · of days. I truſt in his mercy, he hath 
ſomething laid up for him above, however it may go with 
him bere. I know, it is long ſince your Ladiſhip law this 
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ye have reaſon to take in good part a lean dinner and ſpare 


diet, in this life, ſeeing your large ſupper of the Lambs 
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lap; will wear. ſhorter; and ſhorter, and time is menſured to if 
jou ÞÞ-4 weights ; and then i know, your 1 pe thallbe” 1 
2 full es! and pot blaited with wind: it may be! ' 1 
jour jay, that your, anchor. is up within the vail, and that 
the ground itcis,caſt upon, is not ſalſe, but firm. God hath» 11 
dane his. part I hope je wil not deny to fiſh and fetch home 
il your love to himſelf; and it is but too narrow and ſhort 
for him, if it were more: it ye were before pouring all your. 
loye (if it had been many gallons more) in upon your Lord, 
if drops tell by in the in pouring, he forggyeth you: He hath 
done now all that can be done, to win beyond it all, and hath 
leſt little to wag your love from himſelf, 5 e onlx 
child : what is his purpoſe herein, he knoweth bet, Fo hath 8 
taken- your;fout in tutoring: Your faith. may be boldlychari- 
table of Chriſt, that, however matters go, the worſt ſhall be 
« tired traveller, anda joyful and ſmeet weicome-bome. The 
ba:k of your winter-night is broken: Look to the eaſt, the 
day thy is breaking ; think-not that Chriſt loleth time, or lin- 
gereth unſuitably. O fair, fair, and ſweet morning! We are 
but-as ſea- paſſengers j it we lock right, we are upon our 
wuntr y-coaſt.; our Redeemer is falt coming, to take this 
old wor meaten world, like an old moth eaten garment, in 
lis two hands, and to roll it up, and lay it by him. Theſe 
ne the laſt days, and an oath is given, Rev. . by God him- ff 
(elf; That time ſhall le more: and when time it (elf is old and 
gray-haired, it were good we were away. Thus, Madam, 
ye lee I am, as my cuſtom is, tedious in my lines; your La+ 
dip will pardon it. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 
Anwoth, Jan. 18. Tour Ladiſbip's at all obedience il 
; «A030 -- 1465 | Ain Cbriſt, S. K. 
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Cannot find a time for writing ſome thipgs I intended on 
1 Job, l baye been ſo taken up with the broils, that we ars 
incumbred with in our calling: for Prelates will have us 
either to ſwallow our light over, and digeſt it, contrary; te 
our ſtomachs, howbeit. e ſhould vomit out conſcience and 
il, in this troubleſom conformity; or then he will try, if 
to your. Ladiſhip, Madam, not as diſtruſting your. atfeaion, 
« willingaely, co. kelp. me, 3 Ladiſbip is aug b A 
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| ſelf or others, but to advertiſe you, that I bang by a YU + 

threed : For our learned Prelate, becauſe we eannot ſedwWitr 

his eyes, ſo far in a mill-ſtone, as his light doth; will | 

not follow his Maſter, meek Jeſus,” who waited upon the | 

wearied and ſhort-breathed in the way to heaven: and'where | 
all ſee not alike, and ſome are weaker, lie carrieth the lambs 

in his boſom, and leadeth gently thoſe that are with young, | | 

But we muſt either ſee all the evil of ceremonies to be but | 

| 

{ 

| 

| 


as indifferent ſtraws, or ſuffer no leſs than to be caſten out sf 
the Lord's inheritange. Madam, if I had time, I would write 
more at length; but your TLadiſbip will pardon me, till a fit- 
ter occafion. Grace be with you and your child, and bear you 
companFto your beſt home. | | 


Anwoth, June b. Tour Ladsſhip's in bis ſweet 
| 1626. Tord Jeſus, S. R. 
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Much honbured Sir, 1 fs, 
Have heard of the mind and malice of your adverſaries 

| againſt you: It is like they will extend the law they have, 
in length and breadth, anſwerable to their heat of mind; but 
It is a great part of your glory, that the cauſe is not yours, 
but your Lord's whom ye ſerve: and I doubt not, but Chriſt 
will count it his honour, to back his weak ſervant; and it 
were a ſhame for him (with reverence to his holy Name) that 
he ſhould ſuffer himſeif to be in the rommon of ſuch _—_ 
man as ye are, and that ye ſhould give out for him, and not 
get in again: Write up your depurſements for your Maſter 
Chriſt, and keep the count what ye give out, whether name, 
eredit, goods or life, and ſuſpend your reckoning till nigh 
the evening; and remember that a poor weak ſervant of Chriſt 
wrote it to you, ye ſhall have Chrift, a King, caution for your 
zncomes and all your loſſes: Reckon not from the forenoon: 
Tanke the word of God for your warrant, and for Chriſt's 
| ef of cautionry, howbeit bedy, life and goods go for Chril 
your Lord, and though ye ſhould loſe the head for him; yet, 
Luke xxi. 18. There ſhall not. one bait of your head periſh. . 
19. In patience therefore Jeſs your ſoul. And becauſe 
Fe are the firſt man in Galloway called out, and queſtioned 
for the name of Jeſus, his eye hath been upon you, as upon 
one whom he deſigned to be among his witneſſes. Chril 
bath ſaid, Alexander Gordon. ſhall tead the ring,in witneſþ 
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much on your love, that ye would not offend; and bow- i f 
beit he ſhould take the reſt, he cannot come upon your wrong i 
fide : I queſtion not, if they were children of gold, but ye il 
think them well beſtuwed upon him. Expound well two rods 16 
on you, one in your houſe-at home, another on your own ill «4, 
perſon abroad: Love thinketh no evil; if ye were not Chriſt's I 15 
wheat, appointed to be bread in his houſe, he would not grind Iſl ,; 
vou. But keep the middle lime, neither deſpiſe nor faint, Neb, I fn 
Ei. 6. Ye fee your Father is homely with you: Strokes ofa I] ., 
father evidence kindneſt and care; take them ſo. I hope your i .. 
Lord hath manifeſted himſelf to you, and ſuggeſted theſe or I 1, 
more choice thoughts about his dealing with you: Weare iſ 4, 
uſing our weak moyen and credit for you, up at our own 65 
court; as we dow, we pray the King to hear us, and the Son of ha 
man to go fide for fide with you, and hand in hand, in the 4 
fiery oven, and to quicken and encourage your unbelie vi G 
heart, when yr dreop and deſpond,, Sir, te the honour of i 
Chriſt be it ſaid, and with my pen now: I 2m re 
y- belieying Chriſt bring you out. Truth in Seat. 8 
ſhall keep the crown of the cauſey yet; the ſaints ſhall I ch 
Tee religion go naked at noon- d ay, free from ſhame and fear * 
of men: We ſhall divide Sechem, and ride upon the high be 
Places of Jachb. Remember my obliged reſpects and love to if be 
Lady Kenmurt and her ſweet chile. I, 
-- © Anwotb, July 6. Pars ever in his ſweet Lord | 
FFT 
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vi To the Viſcunteſs F K E N MU RE. 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: I know ye are near 

5 many comforters, and that the promiſed Comforter is near- 
hand alſo ; yet, becauſe | found your Ladiſbip comfortable to 
my (elf, in my fad days, that are not yet over my head, it is 
my part, and more in many reſpects ( howbeit I can do little, 
God knoweth, in that kind) to ſpeak to you in your wilder- 
neſs- lot. I know, Dear and noble Lady, this loſs of your 
dear child came upon you, one piece and part of it after ano- 
ther ; and that ye was looking for it, = that now the Al. 
mighty hath brought on you. that which ye, feared ; and / 
#hat your Lord gave you lawful warning; And I bope, for I th 
His lake, who brewed and masked this cup in heaven, Je wil I . 
gladly drink and ſalute, and welcome the crols, I am lure, 2 
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is not your ord's mind to feed you with jud ment and worm. 


Epiſt. 25. LETTERS. _ 4425 
wo:d, and to give you waters of gall to drink, Zx:k. Tcciv. 
16, Jer. It. 15. I know, your cup is ſugared with mercy ; and 
that the withering of the bloem, the fl:mer, even tne woite 
ind red of worldly js, is for no other end, but to buy u 
at tbe ground the re vẽrſion of your heart and. love. Madam, 
ſubſcribe to the Almighty's will; put your hand to the pen 
and let the croſs of your Lord ſeſus have your ſubmiſſive ani 
teſolute AME N. If ye ask and try whoſe this crols is? 1 
dare ſay, it is not all your own, the beſt half of it is Chriſf's; 
then your croſs is no born baſtard, but lawfully b-got&n, It 
ſprang not out of the duſt, Fob v. 5. It Chriſt and ye be 
halyers of this ſuffering, and he lay, Half, mine, what Gould 
a1 * And I am * 7 * ro 105 7 of the word of 
God, Phil, iii. 10. The fellymſbip of Chriſt's, ſufferings, Col. 
L 29. I of the aflitins of Chriſt, Hiebl 28. 4 
reproach of Chriſt: It were but to "ſhift the comforts of 4 
to ſay, Chriſt had never a croſs as mine, he had never a dead 
child, and ſo this is not his croſs, neither can he. in that 
meaning be the Owner of this croſs : but 7 hope, Chriſt, when 
he married you, married you and all the croſſes, and wo- 
hearts that follow you; and the werd maketh no exception, 
05 Ixiii. 9. In all their Aflictions be was affliited : Then 
hriſt bore the firſt ſtroke of this croſs, it rebounded off him 
on upon you, and ye got it at the ſecond hand, and ye and 
he are halyers in it: And I ſhall believe for my part, he 


mindeth to diſtill heaven out of this loſs, and all others the H 


like; for wiſdom deviſed it, and love laid it on, and Chriſk, 
owneph it as his own, 2 putteth your ſhoulder only beneath - 

a piece of it. Take it With joy as no baſtard croſs, hut as a 
riſittion of God well-born ; and (ſpend the - reſt of your ap- 
pointed time, till your change come, in the work of be ĩev- 
ing; and let faith, that never yet made a lie to you, ſpeak 
for, God's part of it, Iſe will net, he detb not make y:u 4 
ſea or a whale fb, that he keepeth you in ward, Job vii. 124 
t may be, ye think not many of the children of God in ſuch 

2 hard caſe as your ſelf; but what would ye thiak of ſme, 
who would exchange afflitions, and | ads you to he beet but 
know, yours muſt be your own alone, and Chriit's toge- 
ther. 7 confeſs it ſeemed ſtrange to me, that your Lord 
ſhou!d have done that, which ſeemeth to ding out the bot- 
tom of your comforts w:rhdly's but we ſee not to the ground 
af the Almighty's foyercignty ; be goeth by on our right-hand, 
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26 N. Rutberfpord pid. 26; 
and on our left band, and we #144 We ſee but but pieces 
$f the broken links of the Al. of his providence, and he. 
he th the -wheels of his wn providence, 1155 we ſee 


he 
W ef, 
O jet the Former work his own clay, in what frame he 
pleaſeth ! Shall any teach the | Almighty knowledge? If he 
purſue dry ſtubble, who dare lay, A doll thou? Do not 
| L to ſee As e of the world yyeave in one web, 
| dy ments bf the houſe of, Kenmure : 
| denn one web of Se Bur my weak advice, 
bt 7 44 and N were for. you, Aear and wor- 


, to ſee ho far - mortiſication goeth on, and what 


ſeum the Lord's 5 4 caſtetk out 952 you. I know, ye ſee 
your ome our Lord whyteth. and heweth — 


| N you; and the glancing of tlie futnace is to 
ee what ſcum or refuſe ye mult want, and what frot 1 b 


pature," that pa be led on out, and taken off i the the of 
Jour 8. not ſay, affficti 0 vier 
FF 4 Kroſs is ga 4 0 falſe 25 kind: 

t 1 am fure, our Lord wort have the — and the baſtard 
mettal in you, removed; leſt the Lord ſay, The, bellows art 
burnt, the lead 5 i conſumed i Fl the fi fre, the founder welted in 
vain, Jer.' vi. 29. And 7 ſhall 7 grief: ſhall not ſo far 
mother your light, as not fo phat this {o peceſſary a duty, 
to concur with him in this b Ed dege. l gladly 


25 


- (for I am ſure ye are not his party) . againſt your 
fo „ which will have i its own Violent i incur ſions in your ſoul; 


think it be not in yeur Payer. to help it: But / muſt 
there are comforts Wane upon yau 5; and therefore 


| them not. When ye Ne golden a running over ſou! 
+ now, that joy will Baby 3 ed gut of the infinite O- 
Tenn of delight, which is not diminiſhed: by drinking at it 
or drawing out of it. It is a Chriſtian art, to comſert you 
elf 7 in the Lord ; to lays I was obliged to render back agar 
is ebild - wy the Giver ; * and if J have had four ye 
loan of him, and Chriſt eternity 's F of lyin, rhe Lo 
| hath keeped condition with fs f my:Lord would not have 
im and me to tryſt both in hour, at death's door- 
threſhold together, it is his Bilan, in ſo to do, I am . 


my tryſt is ſuſp 
dam, I would { could divide forrow with you, for yo 
ſe ; but J am 1555 2 beholder, it is caſie to me to ſpeak; 


| ty be God of comfort ſpoak fo 2 and allure you es 
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ded, not broken off, nor given u 
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ead for the Comforter's part of it, nat againſt you, 2 | 
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feaſts of  laye, My removal from my flocl is ſo heavy to me, 


ces that it maketh my life a burden to me; I had never ſuch a 
be If longing for death: The Lord belp and hold up {ad clay. 1 


fee fear ye {in in drawing Mr.#il};am Dalglieſp from this coun- | 

© he 7 where the labourers. are few, and the harveſt great. 

{ he m, deluxe my Lord Argyle to fee for proviſion to a paſtar | 

net bor this poor people. Grace be with you. : 

web, Lirteadbrigbt, Odtob. 1. Ta Ladifpip's at all obedi> = 

(>. OS. od. 27. 4 ence in Chriſt, S. R. 
| | 2 2 
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E ſce Mauch honoured, reverend. and dearly beloved in our Lord, 
Race, mercy. and peace be to you all. I know there 
are many in this nation, more able than I, to ſpeak to 
1s If the ſufferers for, and witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt; yet pardon 


Ah 


4 
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ire of I we to ſpeak a little to you, who are called in queſtion for the 
in Golpel, once committed to you. I ap ye are not igno- 
iftard rant,-that as peace was left to you in Chriſt's teſtament, ſo 

de other of the teſtament was à legacy of Chriſt's 
. ſufferings, Jahn xvi. 35. Theſe things 1 have ſpoken, that in 


'G me ye might bave peace; in the world ye ſpall have trou- 
b ble. 'Becauſe then ye are made aſſigns and heirs to a life?: 
1 * rent of Chriſt's croſs, think that fiery trial no Cp thing: | 
For the Lord Jeſus ſhall be no loſer by purging the droſs and. 
| tin out of his Church in Ireland; his wine preſs is but ſquee- 
1. zing out the dregs, the fcum, the froth and refuſe of that 
7 mull Charch. I had once the proof of the ſweet ſmell, and the ho- 
7 reſt and honourable peace, of that ſlandered thing, the Croſs 
10 ſou four Lord Jeſus: But though (alas) that theſe golden days 
* 0 that then I had, be now in a great part gone; yet I dare ſay, | 
cat the iſſue and out- gate of your ſufferings ſhall be the ad- 
vantage, the golden reign and dominion of the goſpel, and the | 
ran bigh glory of the neyer-enough-praiſed Prince of the kings of 
the earth, and the changing of the braſs of the Lord's Temple 
among you into gold, and the iron into ſilver, and the wood 
into braſs : Your officers ſhall yet be peace, and your exactors 
righteouſneſs, Iſa. lx. v. 17, 18. Your old fallen walls ſhall get 
a new name, and the gates of your Feruſalem ſhall get a new 
ſtile; they ſhall call your walls, Salvation, and your gates, 
Praiſe. I know that Wer nol Papiſts, remporizing 
Lords, and proud mockers of our Lord, crucitiers of Chriſt for 
his coat, and all your enemies, have neither fingers nor in. 
1 S K 


rr %,. 


128 Mr. RutberfoorPs* piff. 2 
| Ktuments of war to pick out one ſtone out of your wall; 
each ſtone of your wall is ſalvation.” I dare git you f 
royal and princely Maſter's word for it, that reland ſhall be 2 
ir Bride to Jeſus, and Chriſt ſhall build on her a palaer of 
lyer, Cant. viii. 9. Therefore weep not, as if there were ng 
hope ; fear not, put on ſtrength, = on your Pbauriful gar- 
ments, Iſa. lii. 1. Your foundation mall be ſapphires, fc, 

. liv. 11, 12. your windows and gates precious ſtones : Look o- 
ver the water, and behold and ſee, who is on the dry-land 
waiting for your landing: Your deliverance is coneſuded, ſub- 
ſcribed. and ſealed in heaven; your goods that are taken frem 
you, for Chriſt and his i ruth's ſake, are but arreſted and laid 
in pawn, and not taken away: There is much laid up for you 
in his ſtore · houſe, whoſe the earth and the fulneſs thereof is; 
your garments are ſpun, and your flocks are feeding in the 
Felds, your bread is laid up for you, your drink is brower, 
your gold and ſilver is at the bank, and the intereſt gocth on 
and groweth, and yet | hear, that your task - maſters do rob 
and ipoil you, and* fine you. Your priſons (my brethren) 
have two ke ys; the Deputy, Prelates and Officers keep but the 
iron keys of the priſon, wherein they put yau: but he thae 
bath created the Eich, hath other keys in heaven; therefore 
ye ſhall not die in the priſon : other men's ploughs are labour- 
ing for your bread, your enemies are gathering in your rents. 
He that is k iſſing his Bridevon this fide of the fea in Scotland, 
is heating her beyond the ſea in H eland, and feeding her with 
the — of adverſity and the water of affliction; and yet he is 
the lame Lord to both. Alas! I fear that Scotland be undone 
and ſlain with this great mercy of retormation, becauſe there 
is not here that life of religion, anſwerable to the huge great- 
nels of the work, that dazicth our eyes: For the Lord is re- 
Joicing over us in this land, as the bridegroom r joiceth over 
the bride ; and the Lord hath changed the name of Scotland; 
they call us now no more forſaken nor deſolate, but our land 

. is called Hephyjbah and Beulab, Ha. Ixii. 4. tor the Lord de 
lightethin us, and this land is married ta himſelf: there is now 
an bigh-way made through our Zion, and it is called the n 
ef bolineſs ; the unclean ſhall. not pas over. it, the wayfaring 
wen, though fools, ſhall not err in it: the wilderneſs doth re. 
Joice apd bloſſom as the .roſe ; The ranſomed of the Lord are 
returned back unto Zion, with ſengs and everlaſting joy upen 
bei heads, Iſa. xxxy. 10. The Canaanite is put out of our 
Lord's houſe; there is not a beaſt lett to do hurt (at — 
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prof fHedly) in all the holy mountain of the Lord: Out Lord 
Ig fallen to wreſtle with his enemies, and hath rs o 
of ; we bave the ftrength of an unicorn,” Num «xiii. 


#. | he Lord hath eaten up the ſons of Rabel, he hath bro- 
ken their bones, and bath pierced them through with his ar- 
gar- rows; we take them captives whole captives we were, and 
Ia. xe rule over our prefſres Jfa. xiv. 2. it is not brick, nor 
pk o- day, nor Babel's curled timber and ſtones, that is in our ſe- 
land cod Temple; but our princely King, Jeſus, is building his 
ſub: MW houſe all palace-work and 'caryed-ſtones ; it is the habitation 
frem of the Lord. We do welcome ireland and Enghinab to aur 
laid Welbeloved: We invite you, O daughters of Jeruſulem, to 
you come down to our Lord's gaden, and ſeek our Welbelo ved, 
{ is) witch us; tor his love will ſuſſice both you and us: We do ſend | 
the you love-letters over the ſea, to requeſt you to come and to 
marry our King, and to take part of our bed; and we truſt | 
| 
| 


our Lord is'fetehing a blow upon the beaſt and the ſtarlet- 
auloured whore, ta the end he may bring in his ancieft Wi- 
dow- wife, our dear Siſter, the Church of the Jews. O what 
2 heavenly heaven were it to ſee them come in by this mean, 
and. ſuck the breaſts of their little Siſter, and renew their 
old love with their frſt Husband, Cbrift our Lord + They 
are booked in God's word, as a Bride contracted upon Jeſus! | 
Ofor a ſight, in this fleſh of mine, of the proph marriage 
between Chriſt and them! The kings of Lachen and this 1 
muſt bring preſents to our Lord Jeſus, Pſal. lxxii. 10. And 1 
Britain is one of the ehiefeſt iſles: Why then but we may be- 
lieve, that our kings of this Iſland ſhall come in, and bring 
their glory to the new Jeruſalem, wherein Chriſt ſhall dwell, 
in the latter days? It is our part to pray, That the kingdoms -. 
- ors earth may become Chrift's. Now | exhort you in the 
rd Jeſus, not to be diſmayed nor afraid for the two tails of 
thele ſmoking fire-brands, the fierce anger of the Deputy' 
with civil power, and of the baſtard Prelates with the power 
of the beaſt ; for they ſhall be cut off: They may well eat 
you and drink you, but they thall be forced to vomit you out 
again alive. If two things were firmly believed, ſufferings 
would have no weight: It the fellowſhip of Chriſt's fafferings } 
were well known, who would not gladly take part with ſe- 1 
ſus ? for Chriſt and we are haivers and joint owners of ou | Wl 
and the iame croſs: And therefore he that knew well what 
pry were, as be eſteemed all things but loſs for Crit, 
and did judge them but dung, lo did he alſo judge a 


1 


vou, ſor go 


Hal and HalFloſer with us: Yea, the heavieſt end of the 
black erg af the croſs lieth- on your Lord, it falleth firſt upon 
— but reboundeth off him e you: The reproach- 


—— ap cond thee. are fallen upon me, Pſal. 


Eis. 9. treaſure, and are greater 
trealures of 2 "Hebs xi. 26. And it — 


— 
ois come s fingers, ere. ĩt come to you, 
i teceiveth; a Sore On him, it getteth a taſte and re- 
hall of war — andof Koran 8 
gain, w 5 : me, 
Hall e e e 5 — 1. 


rieb in ſuſberings, to he in labour abundant, in ſtri 
eefurrecr2 Cor; ki. ver. 23. And to have the * rays 


{ Chriſt aleunAing in you; 2 Car. i. 5. is a part of heaven 
ſtock. Nou aide ave oat e ch they-have p lucked from 
Lord hath them in k&ping ;z — but arreſt- 


ed and de tired upon; he ſhall Zooſe the arreſt: :Ye thall be fed with 
the beritage ef — 2 or the mouth. of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it, Ha. ili L shall be in 2 Le of the 
higheſt palace, — get a draught of glory out of Chriſt's 
hand, above and beyond time and beyond death, I will never 
it is like) fee Nr days, than I ſaw under that bleſſed trer of 
my: Lord's eroſs: His kiſſes then were king's kiſſes, theſe 
kiſſes were ſweet and ſoul-reviving ; one of them at the ſame 
time us worth two and a half (it i may ſpeak ſp) of Chrilt's 
tkifles. O ſweet, ſweet for evermore, to ice 2 
roſe of heaven growing in as ill-ground as hell; and to ſee 
Cbeiſt's love, tis 2 — 3 dinners and ſuppers of 
Saws oodneſs, lo ring and patience, grow - 
(og ina ing like the CO — out of 
- curſed ground as the hatred: of the Prelates, 
—— maliee of their high Commiſſioam, and the Antichrit's 
hand and heart! Is not here art and wiſdom ? Is not 
| | Here heaven indented in hell. (if I may ſay ſo) like a jewel ſet 


en in a ring with the enamel of Chriſt's croſs? 12 
ru 


owners: -of- 2 b. che 3 —— e loſs be- 
longeth toieither:of the to; ſo Chriſt: in our ſufferings is 
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ſhall come upon pro _—_ felon Jeſus,” 
10 beir hand: tõ that Oath of «MAN of now Preſſed 
Falte at their heart ſhall burn them up hoth reat 
Lene ; The eſtates of great men that have done ſo, 2 dy 
pet; hal Jhall conſume away, and the ravens:ſhall dwell in 
a ouſes, and their glory. Mall the ſhame... Oh, for tlie 
s lake, keep fait by Chriſt, and tear not. man that ſhall 
die, and wither as the 5 The Deputy's blaͤom fall fall, 
10 the Prelates ſhall caſt their lower, and the caſt-wind of 
tbe Lord, of the. Lord ſtrong nd mighty, hall: heſt and 
break them : herefore fear them not n that 
can 2 do eyi — Fg Walk not in the α er thss IN 
2 ple that landen the footſteps. of our jo gun and. E | 
2 King, Jeſus, now upon his White | 
1 


land: Let Jehouab be your fear. That decree of Cb t 
deliverance, paſſed and Gated. up before the thront, ãs nom 
125 and ſhall bring forth a child, even the Rein and Fall a 

black kingdom; am and che Antithrdſt's throne, in theſe 

ms: The Tord hach begun, aud de all make an ende, 
ever hear the- like ot bin Before Scotland tnauailed, 

2 fertb; and before ber pajn came, «ſhe Fa 'delive+ , 
red. of a man- chill, Iſa. vis, 8: And when: all is done, 

poſe there were no lweetneſs / in our Lord's cross, yet it i ä 
Se eee =} 

crown and roya r 13 Yi re 
Britain, * 22 our ad v erſaries: Agd who would 
pot think him worthy of the ſuffering for ? M rs 
quick / What is drinking of our own e 
2 draught of 1 for his glory? leſs than — of 
cold water to a thirſty man, if-the right price and due 
value were put on that wortby,. worth Prince, Feſity« : : 
who can weigh him! Ten thehſand thouſand heavens:w 
not be one ſcale, or the half of the ſcale of the balanoe td lay 
him in. Oh, black angels, in compariſon of him! Oh, dim, 
ind dark and lightle(s un, in regard of that fair Sun f tigh- 
teouſneſs Ven feckleſs aud — heaven of heavens, 
| When they ſtand beſide my worthy: and lofty, and high 
and 3 Welbelsved ! "Ob," weak and infirm :clay-kivga? 
Oh, ſoft and feeble mountains of braſs, and weak ereateil 
frengeh, lo regard Yn" 


r , , K 


« b 
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4 Mer; Babel piſt. 2). 

. oh, fooliſh wiſdom of men and angels, When it is aid inthe 

_ blanc beſide that Ipotleſs ſubſtantiãl Wild om of the Father 
er heaven and earth, and ten thouſand heavens, even round 

about theſe heavens that no are, were are all in one garden 

of paradiſe, decked with all ths faireſt roſes, flowers and trees} 
that can come forth from the art of the Almighty himſelf; 
yet ſet but our one Flower; that groweth out of the root of 
Feſſe. beſide that orchard of pleaſure, one ook of him, one 

_ view, one faſte, one ſmell of kis God -bead, would infinitely 
exceed; and go beyond the ſonell, colour, beauty and loveli- 


#25 of that paradiſe. O to be with child of his love! and to 
be daffocate (if that could be) with the ſmell of his ſweet- 
ee, Here a ſweet fill and lovely pain. Oh, worthy, wor- 
= thy lovelineſs? Oh, leſs of the creatures, and more of thee? 


Oh, open-the pallage of the well of love and glory on us, 
dry pits and withered trees Oh, that jewel and Flower of 
heaven! Tfour Beloved' were not miſtaken by us, and un- 
known to us, he would have no ſcarzity of wers and ſuiters; 
he would make heaven and earth both ſee, that they cannot 
quench his love, for his love is a ſea : Oh, to be a thouſand 
BE tathoms deep in this ſea of love! He, he himſelf is more ex- at 
wy cellent than heaven: For heaven, as it cometh into the the 
WE ſfoulsand ſpirits of the glorified, is but a creatures and he is 
ſomething, and a great 7 more than a creature. Oh, 
What à life were it, to ſit heſides this Well of love, and drink 
and ſing, and ſling and drink; and then to have deſires and 7 
ſoul- facuities ſtretched and extended out many thouſand fa- I} 7 
thoms in length and breadth, to take in ſeas and rivers of 
love! I earneſtly defire to recommend this love to you, that 
this love may cauſe you ts keep his cemmandments, and to 
keep clean fingers, and make clean feet, that ye may walk as 
the redeemed of the Lord. Wo, wo be to them that put on 
his Name, and ſhame this love of Chriſt, with a looſe and 
profane life : Their feet, tongue, and hands, and eyes, give 
on 2 leſs lie to the holy — which they profeſs. I be- 
ſſeech you in the Lord, keep Chriſt, and walk with him ; let 
not his fairneſs be ſpotted and ſtained by godleſs living. 
Oh! who can find in their heart to fin againſt ſove? and ſuch 
A love, as the glorified in heaven ſhall delight to dive into, 
and drink of for ever; for they ate evermore drinking in love, 
and the cup is ill at their head, and yet without lothing 3 
for they Ain drink, and ſtill deſire to drink for ever and ever: 
is not this a long-laſting ſapper ? Nou, if ary of our 3 
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fntichrift in an bairs-breadth, but. eſpecially by wearing and 
ubſcribing that blaſphemous Oath, (Which is the Church of 
keland's black hour of temptation) I would entreat them 
tee mercies of God at their laſt ſummons, to repent,” and 
openly confeſs before the world, to the glory of the Lord, 
their denial of Chrift : Or otherwile, if either man or wo- 
man will ſtand abide by that Oath,;then, in the Name and Au- 
thority of the Lord Jeſus, I ket them ſec, that they forfeit 


their part of heaven 3 and let them look for no leis than a 


back-burden of the pure unmixed wrath of God, and the 


plague of apoſtates and deniers of our Lord Jeſus. - not 
me, a ſtranger to you, who never ſaw your face in the fleſh, be 


thought bold in writing to you; for the hope I have of aglori- 
ous Church in that Land, and the love of Chriſt, conſtraineth 
me. I know, the worthy ſervants of Chriſt, who once laboured 


among you, ceaſe not to write to you alſo ; and L ſhall deſire ; 
to be excuſed that I do join with them. Pray for your vSiſter- 
church in Scotland; and let me entreat you for the aid of your © 
prayers for my ſelf, and flock, and OE: . my fear of 

3 , 


a tranſportation from this place of the ard. Now 
the very Gad of peace ſanctiſie you throughout. Grace be 
with you all. | a e 
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To bis reverend and much b ed Brother, Dr. Alexander 


Lighton, Cbriſt's priſoner in bonds at London. 
Reverend and much honoured priſoner of hope, 


Race, mercy and peace be t6 you: it was not my part, 
whom our Lord hath enlarged, to forget you his pri- 

loner. When I conſider, how long your night hath been, I/ 
think Chriſt hach a mind to put you in free grace's debt, ſo 
—— ſo long a 


much the deeper, as your ſufferings have 


continuance. - But what if Chriſt mind you no joy. but pu- 
lick jey, with n thing, Sir, ⁵ 


je would love it beſt, to ſhare and 


6 vide your ſang of jzy with 
Zion; and to have myſtical Chriſt in Britain Baller and com- _ 
partner with your enlargement. I am ſure, your border- 
Brid 


ing and neighbouring with the joy of Chriſt's 


\ v2 


— 9 — eus, have brought chemſel en 
Wie « e ſtroke and wrath of the. Almighty, by yielding ta 


Anweth, 1639. Tour brotber and companion in the kingdom. 
33 BE , and patience of Feſus Chriſt, S. R. * 
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de ſo much the ſweeter; that it. Were publick. . be PO 
Cixifh, had halved my meccies, and delivered. big r | 
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from gur Lord thre thun ha | 
dig oy <Arm—Sr eo #2 and acheno 

r thy Sil; hope I need not erhort yen co g on, in hoy. 
ig forth ation of God: There hath not been fo much 
taken from your time of eaſe and created joys; as eternity thall 

add to your heaven. Ve know, when dne day in heaven hath 

nid you, yea, and overpaid! your blood, bonds; ſorrow and 
ufferingt; chat it would trouble angels underſtanding, to 
lay: the count of that ſupenlur of glory,” which eterniij can 
are wilt-give you · Oh, but ur land- glaſt of ſufferings and 
loſſes cometk to little, hen it ſhall be counted and com- 
| pared with- the glory that abideth you on the! ather ſide of 
be water! Ye have no leiſure tu rejoice and ſimg here, while 
time goeth about you, and where your Pſalms will be ſhort; 
6 ye will think er? and the long Hay of heaven, 

that ſhall 'be meaſured with nu ocher Sun nor Horologe, than 

- the lodg life of the Antient if Days to meaſure of praiſes; 
lietle enoaglr you: If your ſpan· length of tim: be choudy, ye 
cannot but think your Lord 64n. no more take you, Hood and 
your. bande Without the inocme and recompence of free 
grace, than: he would take; the ſufferings of Paul, and bis 
other dear ſervants, that were well paid home bęyond all 
ebunting, Roms. vili. 18. If che wiſdom of Chriſt hath made 
you Antichriſts eye- re, and his exvy, ye are to thank God, 
that ſueh a piece of clay as ye are is made the field of gloryto 
Work upon: It was the-porter's aim, that the clay ſhould 
raiſe him; and I hope it ſatisfieth you; that your clay is for 

is glory: Oh, who can ſuffer. enough for ſuch a Lord ? and 
ho can'lay out in bank enough of pain, ſhame, loſſes, tory 
ture, to receive in again the free intereſt of eternal glory? 

2 Cor. iv. 17. Oh, how advantageous: a bargaining is it with 

ſuch a rich Lord ! If your hand and pen had been at leiſure to 
zain glory in it had been but paper-glory; but the 
bearing of a pablict croſs ſo long, for the now controverted pri. 
vileges of the ctomn and ſreptre of free King Feſus, the Print 

of tbe kings of the earth, is glory booked in heaven. Worthy 
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af dear Brother, if ye go to weigh: ſeſus his ſweetneſs, ex- 

teltniy, \ glory and beauty, and lay fore againſt him your 
_ ounces or drahms of ſuffering for him, ye thall be ſtraitned 
- two ways. 1. It wilt be a pain to make the compariſon, the 
diſprepoiiew being: by ue undertanding imaginable 50e, 
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they i heaven's arithmetick and "angels were ſet to wer, this 
tle would never number the degrees of difference: 2. I ho N 
ud areng then you WIN a ——ů rs 
ext! and lofty One, that over-tranſcending- Prince bf. ee.’ in 
hop» Ill to: 10040 mind could fancy as many created heanohsbs eme 
much M Bath had minutes, trees have had leaves, and ebbuds have 
aal I bad rain drops, finde the firſt ſtoneof the ereatiom was taid; 
hath WW they ſhould not make half a ſcale to bear and weigh S 
and excellency into. And therefore the King, - whole m xe ure 
„ to. bearing. and whole dying ye carry about with you in your body, 
e nt Of all cy and 'confideration," Beyond and above: al} our 
Sand hts. Fer my ſelf, I am content to feed upon wondring 


| 


ſometimes, at the'beEolding but 
the incompareble glory, which is in that exaſted Prince; 2 


while I think, ye -could with for more ears to give him thad ye 
bort; WW have, ſince ye hope theſe ears ye now have given him, mall 


| es to take"in the muſick'of his glorious voice. I would 
than fain both betzev® and pray for a now Bride of Jem and Gen- 
tiles to our Lord Jeſus, after the land of grauen images ſhall 
be laid waſte 3; and that our Lord ſeſus is on horfe=back, 
hunting and purſuing the beaſt; and that England and r. 
land ſhall be well ſweeped chambers for Chriſt and his righ- 
teouſneſs to dwell in; for he hath opened our graves in Scetf 
land, and the two dead and buried witneſſes are riſen again, 
and are prophe ſying. Oh that prinees would glory and boaſt 
themſelves in carrying the train of Chriſt's robe reyul in their 
arms ! Let me die within haif an hour after I have ſeen the 
Son of God his Temple enlarged, and the cords of Ferafulem's 


TK 


's for WW Tent len thned; to take in a more numerous company for 2 
"and Bride to the Son ot God. Oh, if the corner or foundation- 
,t F ſtone of that houſe, ' that new houſe; were laid above = 
lory: ¶ grave! Oh! who can add to him, who is that great All? 
with he would create ſuns and moons, nem heavens, thouſand 
we to thouſand degrees more perfect than theſe that now are; and 
it the I again, make a new creation ten thouſand thouſand degrees iti 
d pri. perfection beyond that new creation ;; and again, ſtill for efers 
Print niey multiply new heavens : They ſhould never be à perfect 
Porthy I relemblance of that infinite exceVency, order; weight; meaſure, - 
—_ beauty and ſweetneſs that is in him. Ob, how little'of him 


do we ſee! Oh, how ſhallow are our thoughts of him! Oh 
if I had pain for him, and ſhame and Jo 22715 Kon 
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of che borders and Skirts of 


r him, and mor 
day and ſpirits for him; and that I could go upon earth with» 
Ut jeve, deſire, hope, Chriſt hatk taken ng | 
| becaule | ” 
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P P, lovely Je ſus had no better than the thiet's doom, it is no 


* 28. 2 5 LET 5 E R 8. 9282 435 
ve, deſire and hope to heaven with ttim:!/'};know, worthy 
Sir, your ſufferings for him are your glery; and therejary 
weary not: his ſalvation is near at hand, and ſhall not tarry, 
Pray for me: His grace be with aal gt tt? ,* - 2 
St. Andrews, Nov. 22. Tyurs in his ſweet Lad 
9 21 1639. n 0 Feſwsz S. R. 44 
— — — — — — — 
To Mr. He rt, bis wife, and tuo daughters, af 
Priſonars of Chriſt at Dublin. R 5 


Rev. iii. 10. Fear none of theſe things, which ye Pall ſuffer, le, 


Truly boncured and dearly beloved, ; 8 
Race, merey and peace be to you from God our Father, 
and our Lord leſus Chriſt. Think it not ſtrange, be 
loved in cur Lord Je ſus, that Satan can command keys of 
priſons, and bolts, and chains; this is a piece of the devils 
princedom that he hath over the world: Inter prete and un- 
derſtand our Lord well in this; be not jealous ot his love, 
though he make devils and men his under-lervants to ſcoure 
the ruſt off your faith, and purge you from your dreſs. And 
let me charge you, O priſoners of h. pe, to open your win: 
dow, and to look out by faith; oid heaven's poſt, that 
ſpeedy and ſwift Salvation of God, that is coming to you, It 
is a broad river that faith will not look over; it is a mighty 
and a broad ca, that they of a lively hope cannot behold the 
fartheft bank and other thore thereof: look over the water 
your anchor is fixed within the vail ; the one end of the cable 
is about the priſoner of Chriſt, and the other is entred with 
the vail, wbither the Fore- runner is entred for you, Heb. vi. 1g, 
20. It can go ſtraight through the flames of the fire of the 
wrathof men, devils, loſſes, tortures, death, and not a threed 
of it be ſinged or burnt; men and devils have no teeth to bite 
it in two. Hold faſt till he come: Your crols is of the colour 
of heaven and Chriſt, and paſmented over with the faith and 
comforts of the Lord's faithful Covenant with Scotland; and 
that dye and colour dow abide the foul weather, and neither be 
ſtained nor caſt the colour; yea it reflects a {ade like the 
croſs of Chriſt, whoſe holy hands many a dey lifted up to God, 
praying for ſinners, were fettered and bound, as if the e hie- 
ſed bands had ſton and ſhed innocent blood: when your Jove- 
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Monder, that your procels be lawleſs and turned upſide down; 
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C Fout. 28. 
for he was taken, fettered, buffered, whipped, ſpitte upon, 
tefore he was convicted of any fault, or r 
z pair of ſufferers and witnetles, as high and royal Feſus, and 
a poor piece guilty clay marrowed together under one gte! 
of lovely is the crols with ſuch a Second! believe that 


* * 


priſon is enacted in God's court, not to keep you till your, 

— — ant its life and laſt; yours croſs is —_ 260 to 

e you again ſaſe to your brethren and fiſters in Chriſt : 

take heaven and Chriſt's back-bond for a fair back- door out of 
jour ſuffering, The Saviour is on his journey with ſalyatii 


drunk with bloed, and made fat with tatneſs ; his ſword. is 
bathed in heaven againſt Babylon, for it is the day of the Lord's 


Aim: and perſwade your ſelves, the ſtreams of the river af 
Babylon. ſhall be pitch, and the duſt of the land; brimftone: 
ad burning pitch, Iſa. xxxiv. 8. And if your deliverance be 
joined with the deliverance of Zien, it ſhall be two ſalvations 
to you: It were good to be armed before- hand for death, or 
bodily tortures for Chriſt; and to think what a crown of ho- 
wur it is, that God hath given you pieces of living clay, to he 


3 to have ſome pints of blood to give out for the crown of 
that royal Lord, who hath cauſed you to avouch himſelf be- 
fore men: If ye can lend fines of three thouland pounds Ster- 
lag for Chrid, 

keep in reckoning your depuriements for him; it ſhall be en- 
graven and printed in great letters upon heaven's throne, ha 
jou are willing to give for him: Chriſt's pagers. that kind, 
ennot be lot or fall by. Do not wonder to ſee clay boaſt the, 
great Potter, and to ſee blinded - men threaten the goſpel with 
#ath and burial, and to raze out truth's name: But where, 
vil they make à grave for the goſpel and the Lord's Bride ? 


te clay and rubbiſh of this inch of the whole earth above our: 
lerd's Spouſe, yet it will not cover her, nor hold ber down g. 
& ſhall live and not die, ſhe ſhall behold the falyation of Gods. 
Let your faith friſt God a little, and be not afraid for a ſmok-, 
lg fre · brand; there is more ſmoke in Babylons furnace than 
tere is fire: ti l dooms- day ſhall come they ſhell never fee. 


ould be throw in the fire, yet it cannot be ſo burnt or buried, 
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ad deliverance for mount Zion; and the ſword of the Lord is + 


ſengeance, and the year of recompence for the controyerſic of 


tortured witneſſes for ſaving-truth ; and that ye are fo happy, 


let heaven's regiſter, and Chriſt's count - book 


euth and hell ſhalſ be but little bounds for their burial; lay alis 
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ie Kirk of Sc-tland and our covenant burnt to aſhes; or if it | 
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barn: only let your fellewſhip with Chriſt be renewed.” Ye 


© earth and heaven, ſea and air, and O alf ye created being 


MM. Rutherfoort's FEpiſt. 28, 


none of Chriſt's corn; be will gather in all his wheat into his 


are fibber to Chriſt now, when you are impriſoned for him, 
than before; for now the ſtrokes laid on you do come in re 
brance before our Lord, and he can own his own wounds: 3 
drink of Chriſts love, which is better than wine, is the drink. 
ver which ſuffering for his Majeſty leaves behind it. It is 
not your ſins which they perſecute in you, but God's grace 
and loyalty to King Jeſus : they ſee no treaſon in you to your 
ince the king of Britain, albeit they = ſo; but it is heaven 
in you that earth is fighting againſt, and Chrift is owning his 
own caule : grace is 3 party that fire will not burn, nor water il , 
drown ; when they have eaten and drunken you, their ſto- WW, 
mach ſhall be fick, and they ſhall ſpue you out alive. OM, 
what glory is it, to be ſuffering abjects for the Lord's glory 
and royalty! Nay, though his ſervants had a body to burn Il, 
for ever tor this goſpel, ſo being that triumphing and exalted , 
Jefas his high glory did riſe out of theſe flames, and out of il 
that burning body, Oh, what a ſweet fire! Oh, what ſoul- 
refreſhing torment ſhould that be ! what if the pickles of duſt Wl, 
and aſhes of the burnt and diſſol ved body, were muſicians to : 
ding his praiſes, and the highneſs of that neyer-enough exalted If ; 
Prince of ages! O what love is it in him, that he wil I . 
Have ſuch muſicians as we are, to tune that pſalm of his ever- I | 
laſting praiſes in heaven! Oh, what ſhining and burning flames 5 
of love are thoſe, that Chriſt will divide his ſhare of life, of p 
heaven and glory with you ' Luke xxii. 29. John xvii 24- Wl ;; 
Rev. iii. 21. A part of his thrgne, one draught of his wine fl y 
h; 
9 
nit 
lo 
be 
p 


Chis wine of glory and life, that comes from under the throne 
of God, and of the Lamb) and one apple of the tree of life, 
will do more than make up all the ex and charges of 
clay, lent out for heaven. Oh! Oh, but we have ſhort, and 
narrow, and creeping thoughts of Jeſus, and do but ſhape 
Chriſt in our conceptions, according to ſome created por- 
traiture! O angels, lend in your help to make loye-books 
rand ſongs of our fair, and white, and ruddy Standard- bearet 
amongſt ten thouſand ! O heavens! O heaven of heavens! 0 
glorified tenants, and triumphing houſholders with theLamb, 
— in new pſalms, and love- ſonnets of the excelleney of ou! 

ridegroom, and help us to ſet him on high! O indwellersof 


within the boſom of the outmoſt circle of this great world, © 
come belp to fer on higb the praiſes of our Lord! O fame 


of 


Epiſt. 28. LET FER S.'/' 42 
of creatares, biuſh before his uncreated beauty! O cr 
ſtreng th, be amazed to ſtarid before your ſtrong Lord of h 
O created love, think ſhame of thy ſelt before this unparalleled 
love of heaven! O angel of wiſdom, hide thy ſelf before our | 
Lord, whole underſtanding; paſſeth finding out! O ſun in thy 
ſhining: beauty, for ſhame put on a web of darkneſs, and co- 
rer thy ſelf before thy brighteſt Maſter and Maker! Oh, who 
can add glory, by doing or ſuffering; to this never ach 
mired and praiſed Lover! Oh, we can but bring our drop 4 
this Sea, and our candle, dim and dark, as it is, to this clear 
and lightſom Sun of heaven and earth! Oh, but we have cauſe 
to drink ten deaths in one cup dry, to ſwim through ten ſeas, 
to be at that land of praiſes, where we ſhall ſee. that Wonder 
ef wonders, and enjoy this Jewel of heaven's jewels! O death: 
do thy utmoſt againit us! O tormenta! O malice of men and 
devils, waſte thy ſtrength on the witneſſes of our Lord's teſta- 
ment! O devils, bring hell to help you, in tormenting the | 
followers of the Lamb! We will defy you to make us too ſoon 1 
happy, and to waft us too ſoon over the water, to the land 
where the noble Plant, the Plant of renown; groweth. O cruel 
time, that torments us, and ſuſpends our deareſt enjoyments; 
that we wait for, when we ſnhall be bathed and ſteeped 
and body, down in the depths of this love of loves! O time, 
lay, runfaſt!, O motions, mend your pace? O Welbeloved, 
be like a young roe upon the mountains of ſeparation ! Poſt, 
poſt, and haſten our deſired and hungred-for meeting; love 
is fick to hear tell of to morromw: And what then can come 
wrong to you, O honourable witneſſes of bis kingly truth? Men 
laveno more of you to work upon, but ſome tew inches and 1 
ſpan· lengths of ſick, coughing and flegmatick clay : Your ſpi- {| 
nts are aboye their benches, courts, or High-commiſſions ; your Ki 
„your love to Chriſt, your faith cannot be {i ﬆ, 
tar ſentenced, nor accuſed, nor condemned by Pope, Deputy WM 
Prelate, Ritler or Tyrant; your faith is a free Lord, and can- 19 
mt be a captive : all the malice of hell and earth can but 
lurt the ſcabbard of a believer; and death at the worſt can get 
but 2 clay-pawn in keeping, till your Lord make the king's 
keys, and open your graves. Theretore «pon lulks- head, (as 
we ule to {ay) take your fill of his love, and let a poſt-way or 
of uſey be laid, betwixt your priſon and heaven, and go up 
ad viſit your treaſure, Enjoy your Beloved, and dwell upon 
love, till eternity, come in time's room, and poſſeſs you # 
i your eternal happineſs, - Keep your love to Chriſt, lay up II 
* — your | 


tr ſun 


make God fick, or his promiſes weak, when we are ples to 
HY 3 3 A 


Epiſt. 28. 


4 Mr: Rutherſords 
— faith in heaven's keeping, and follow the Chief of the 

uſe of the martyrs, that witneſſed: a; fair confeſſion before 
Pontius Pilate; your cauſe and his is all one. The oppaſen 
of his cauſe are like drunken judges and tranſported, Who in 
their cups would make acts and Jaws in their drunken courts, 
that the ſun ſhould nat riſe and ſhine on the earth; and ſend 
their officers and purſeyants, to charge the fun and moon to 
give no more light to the world; and would enact in their 
cburt - books, that the ſea after, once ebbing ſhould never floy 
again ? but would not the ſun, and moon, and ſea break theſe 
atts; and keep their Creator's directions? The devil, the 


great fool, and father of theſe under-fools, is older and 


mbre malicious than wiſe, that ſets the ſpitits in earth on work, 
ta contend and claſh with heaver's wiſdom, and to give man- 
dats and law · ſummans to our Sun, to our great Star of heaven 
Jeſus, not to ſuine, in the beauty of his: guſpel, ta the chaſen 
and bought ones. Otbeu fair and faireſt Sun of ri bteouſneſt, 
ariſe and ſhine inthy ſtrengtb, whether earth or bell will or nat! 
O victericus, C royal, O ſtrut, princrlyu Soul- conquerour, ride 
proſperouſiy upon truth; firetch out. thy ſcepter, at far a 
ſhines, and the moon. waxet hand waineth !] Put 
on thy thy. erg O thou Maler of kings, and 
male but one ride, or one ſtep ef the whole earth, and 
travel in the greatneſs of thy ſtrength, Iſaiah Ixiii: 1, 2. 
And let thy apparel be red, and ad dyed witb the blood 
of thy ene mies: Thou art fallen righteous Heir by line te the 
kingdoms of tbe world. Laugh ye at the giddy-headed clay- 
and ſtout brain-fick worms, that dare ſay in good ear- 
neſt,. This Man ſhall not reign over us; as tho they were caſt- 
ing the dice for Chriſt's crowp, who of them ſhould have it. 
I know, ye believe the coming of Chriſt's kingdom; and that 
There is a hole out of your priſon, through which ye ſee day- 
tight: Let not faith be dazled with the temptations from 4 
dying Deputy, and from a ſick Prelate; believe under a cloud, 
and wait for him, when there is no mobn- ligbt nor ſtar-light: ( 
Let faith live and breathe, and lay hold on the ſure ſalrati- 
on of God, when cleuds and darkneſs are about you, and ap- 
pearance of rotting in the priſon before you; take heed: of 
anbelieving hearts, which can father lies upon Chriſt 3 be- 
ware of, Dotb bis promiſe fail for evermore ? Pſal. Ixxvi-8, 
For ãt was a man and not that {aid it, who dreamed that 
a promiſe of God could fail, fall afiwoon or dic. We cal 


eek 
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ſeek a plea with Chriſt. O ſweet, O ſtout. word of faith 
Job Liii. ver. 15. Though be ſlay me, yet will I truſt in bim 
O ſweet Epitaph, written upon the grave-ſtone of a dying. be- 
lever, to wit, I died hoping, and my duſt and aſves belkeug 
lite! Faith's eyes, that can {ce thorow a mill - ſtone, can ſee 
Wa gloom of God, and under it read God's thoughts af 
lore and peace. Hold faſt Chriſt in the dark; ſurely ye ſhall 
ſee the ſalyation of God. Your adverſaries arc ripe and dry 
for the fire; yet a little while, and they ſhall, go up in a flame; 
the breath ot the Lord, like a river of brimitone, ſhall kindle 
about them, Iſa. xxx. 33. What I write to one, I write, to 
you all, that are ſound-hearted in that kingdom, whom, in the 
bowels of Chriſt; I would .exhort, not to touch that Oath : 
Albeit the adverſaries put a fair meaning on it, yet the ſwear- 
er muſt ſwear according to the profeſſed intent and godleſs 
ice of the Oath-makers, which is known to the world; 
otherwiſe I might ſwear, that the Creed is ſalſe, according to 
this private meaning and ſenſe put upon it. Oh let them not 
be beguiled, to waſh perjury, and the denzal of Chriſt and the 
1 with ink · water, ſome foul and rotten diſtinctions. 
Waſh, and waſh again and again the devil and the lie, it ſhall 
be long ere their skin be white. I profeſs, it ſhould beſeem 
men of great parts, rather than me, to write to you; but I 
loye your cauſe, and deſire to be excuſed, and muſt entreat 
for the help of your prayers, in this my weighty charge 
dere, for the univerſity and pulpit, aud that ye would entreat 


your acquaintance alſo to help me. Grace be with you. all. 


Ne 
St. Andrews, Tour Brother and Companion in the Pati- 
1640. ence and Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, S. R. 


Te Mrs. Pont Priſener at Dublin. 
X | i 
Worthy and dear Miſtreſs, 


FF — 


4» 
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Race, merey and peace to you. The cauſe ye ſuffer for, 


and your willingneſs to ſuffer, is ground enough of ac- 


quaintance for me to write to you; although I do confeſs my | 


elf unable to ſpeak for a-priſoner of Chriſt's, encouragement. 
lknow, ye have ad vantage beyond us, who: are not under 
ufferings : For your ſighing (Pſal. cxx. 20.) it is a written 
Are the ears of your _ the Lord Jeſus . our 
eathing, Lam. iii. 51. and your locking up, Pſa. v. 3. 
ud kik. 3. And . tal-ipoken, 2 
43 A % 


- 


— 


| 4 
» . 
> 
. +2 ? 
| | ; 
RN 

| & 4 
U 


* r —— 
442 Mir. Ruthetfowds Fpiſt. 29. 
unſpoken, will ſrek no jeylor's leave, but will go to heaven 
without leave uf Prelate or Deputy, and be heartily wel. 
come; ſo that ye may ſigh and grone out your mind to bim, 
who hath all the keys of the king's three kingdoms and domi- 
mions. I dare believe your hopes ſhall not die; your troy 
is a part of Zien's burning, and ye know who guides Zia 
Furnace, and who loves the aſhes of his burnt Bride, becauſe 
bi ſervants love them, Pſal. Gi. 14. | believe your aſhes, if 
e were burnt for this cauſe, ſhall praiſe him: For the wrath 
of men and their malice ſhall make a pſalm to praiſe the 
Lord, Pſal. Ixxvi. 10. And therefore ſtand ſtill and behold, 
and ſee what the Lord is to do for this iſland; His werk 3s per- 
felt, Deut. xxxii. 4. The nations have not {een the laſt end 
of his work, his end is more fair and more glorious than the 
Heginning. Ye have more honour than ye can be able to guide 
well, in that your bonds are made heavy for ſuch an honou- 
Table cauſe. The ſeals of a controuled Colpel, and the ſealz 
by bends, and blood, and ſufferings, are not committed to 
every ordinary profeſſor. Some that would back Chriſt ho- 
neſtly in ſummer-time, would but ſpill*the. beauty of the 
Golpel, if they were put to ſuff-ring. And therefore let us 
believe, that Wiſdom diſpenſeth to every one here, as he 
thinks good, who bears them up that bear the croſs: And 
fince our Lord hath put you to that part, which was the 
Hower of his own ſufferings, we all expect, that as ye have 
in the ſtrength of our Captain begun, fo ye will go on with- 
out fainting; Providence maketh uſe of men and devils, for 
the refining of all the veſſels of God's houſe, ſmall and great; 
and for doing of two great works at once in you, both for 


ſmoothing a ſtone, to make it take bond with Chriſt, in Je- 


raſalem's wall; and for witneſſing to the glory of this re- 
oached and born-down Goſpel; which cannot die, though 
el were made a grave about it. It ſnall be timeous J) tor 
Jon: ta divide jq betwixt you and Chriſt's laughing Bride, 
In theſe three kingdoms:: And what if your morning con- 
- tinue till ”yſtica} Chriſt in Ireland and in Britain, and. ye 
laugh both together ? Your Iaagbing and joy were the more 
: bleſf-d, that one tun ſhould ſhine upon Chriſt, the mm 
and you, lauphing aitogether, in theſe chree kingdoms. Your 
time is meaſured, and your days, and hours of ſuffering from 
| eternity were by infinite Widom conſidered : It heaven re. 
"compenſe not to your own mind inches of ſorrow, then | mul 
F that infinite Nerey ener tzet you pleaſed ; but if the 115 
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kils of 


and Chief among ten thouſand. (Cant. v. 10.) ſhall over-pay 


your priſon at Dublin in lreland, then ye ſhall have ho 


counts unanſwered, ta give in to Chriſt ; If your faith can 


ſee a nearer term-day, yet let me charge your hope to give 
Chriſt a new-day, till eternity and time meet in one point, 


A paid ſum, if ever paid, is paid, if no day be broken to the 
= creditor, take heaven's bond and ſubſcribed obligati- 


on for the ſym, Jobn xiv. 3. If hope can truſt Chriſt, I know 


he can, and will pay: but when all is done and ſuffered by 
you, ten hundred deaths for lovely, lovely Jeſus, is but efer- 
mity's half-peny 3 figures and cyphers cannot lay the pro- 
portion. Oh but the Juperplus of Chriſt's glory is broad and 

ge! Chriſt's items of eternal glory are hard and cumber- 
ſom ta tell; and if ye borrow by faith and 2 ten days, or 
ten hundred years from that eternity of glory that abides you, 
ye are paid and more in your own hand. Therefore, O pri- 


ſiners of hope, wait on; poſting, haſting ſalvation ſleeps not. 


— 


Antichriſt is bleeding, and in the way to death; and he. 


bites ſoreſt, when he bleeds faſteſt. Keep your intelligence 


| betwixt you and heaven, and your court with Chriſt ; he 


hath in heaven the keys of your priſcn, and can ſet you at H- 
berty when he pleaſeth : His rich grace ſupport you. I pray 


you, help me with your prayers. Grace he with you. - 


adarews, Tour Brother in the Patience and Kinge 
1640. dom of Feſus Chriſt, S. K. 
te 3 22 . 
TJ» M. JAMES WILSON. 
Dear Brother, f 


Race, mercy and peace be multiplied upon you. I bleſs 
2 our rich and . wiſe Lord, — by ſo for his new 


creation, that he is going over it again, and trying every - 


piece in you, and 1 away the mates of his new - work 
in you. Alas! I am not fo fit a phyſician as your diſeaſe re- 
quireth : Sweet, ſweet, lovely Jeſus be your Phyſician, where 
his under-chirurgeon cannot do any thing for putting in or- 
der the wheels, paces and goings of a married ſoul. -I have 
little time 3 but yet the Lord hath made me ſo concern my 


lf in your condition, that I do not, I dare not be altoge- 


ther ſilent. Firſt, Te doubt from 2 Cor. xiii. 53. whethe! 


Je be in Chriſt er not ? and ſo, whether ye be a reprobate or not? 
Lanner three things to 3 N 
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all men, but moſt of all to lovely and loving Jeſus,” and ſome 
alſo to your ſelf, eſpecially to your renewed ſelf; becauſe 
your new ſelf is not yours, but another Lord's, even the work 
of his own Spirit: therefore to ſlander his work, is to wr 
himſelf. Love thinketh no evil; if ye love grace, think not i 
of grace in your ſelf; and ye think ill of grace in your ſelf, 
when ye make it but a baſtard and a'work of nature. For 2 
holy fear that ye be not Chriſt's, and withal a care and a de. 
fire to be his, and not your own, is not, nay eannot be baſtar 
nature. The great Advocate pleadeth hard for you; be u 
the Advocate's fide, O poor feared client of Chriſt! tay 
and ſide with ſuch a Lover, who pleadeth for no other man's 
Foods but his own; (for he, if I may ſay fo, ſcorneth to be 
enriched with an unjuſt copquet:) and yet he pleadeth for 
you, _ whereof your letter (though too too full of jealouſie) 


is a proof: For if ye were not his, your thoughts, which 1 
hope are but the ſuggeſtions of his Spirit, (that only bring- 
eth the matter in debate, to make it ſure to you) would not 
*be ſuch, nor ſo ſerious as theſe, Am I by ? or, Whoſe am I: 
2. Dare ye forſwear your Owner, and ſay in cold blood, lam 
4 not by ? What nature or corruption E ſtarts in you, Ire- il 
WH gard not: Your thoughts of your ſelf, when fin and guiltinels 
T9 4 round you in the ear, and when you have a ſight Wer 
wings, are 8 and not Scripture, I hope. Hear what 
che Lord ſaith of you, He will ſpeak peace: if ygur Maſter 
i fay, I quit you, I ſhall then bid you eat aſhes for br ad, and 
drink waters of gall. and wormwood. But, howbeit Chriſt 
cout of his own mouth ſhould ſeem to ſay, I came nit fir thee, 
as he did, Matth. xv. 24. Yet let meſay, The words of tem- 
bl Ping Jeſus are not to be ſtretched as ſeripture, beyond his 
Attention, ſeeing his intention in ſpeaking them is to ſtrength- IN * 
en, not to deceive; and therefore here faith may contradict 
what Chriſt ſeemeth at firſt to ſay,” and ſo may ye. I charge 
Jou, by the mercies of God, be not that cruel to grace and 
the new-birth, as to caſt water on your omn coal by mil- 
Helief: if ye muſt die (as. know ye-ſhall not) it were a Fly 
xo ſlay your ſelf. 3. I hope ye love the new-birth and a claim 
I | to Chrift, howbeit. ye, da not make it good; and if ye were 
| | an hell, and ſaw the Beavenly face of Jously, ten thouſand 
| ximes Lech Jefus, that hath God's bucy and God's fair, fai 
| nd We, Fed gud white, wherewith it is beautified beyond 
| compariſon and imagination, ye could not forbear to ſay, Ok 
| If T'gould but blow à kit 


from my ſinful mouth, from bell up 
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| to heaven, upon his cheeks, that are à bed of ſpicer, us ſweet 
9 Ewers! Carey. 13. 1 hope ye dare ſay, C root 75 77 | 
work Leaven! O boundleſs maſs of crucified and flair Love. for 
/r give me leave to wiſh to love thee! O fewer and Bloom 

en Grover and earth s love ! 0 angels Wonder ! O tb, the Fa- 
ther's eternal ſealed Love! And O tba, God's eld Delight, 
give me leave to fand befide thyLove, and lock in and wonder, 
and give me leave to wiſh to love thee, if I can do more. 2, We 
being born in Atheiſm, and -ba:rns ot the houſe that we are 
come off, it is no new thing, my dear Bretber, for us to be 
under jealouſies and miſtakes about the love of God: What 
think ye of this, that the Man Chriſt was tempted to believe 
there were but two Perſons in the bleſſed God-head, and that 
the Son of God, the Subſtance and co-eternal Son, was not 
the lawful Son of God? Did not Satan ſay, If thou” be the 
Ku of Gcd? 3. Ye ſay, that ye know not what to do. Your 
Head ſaid once that fame word, or not far from it, John xii. 
27. Nw is 12 ſoul troubled, and what ſhall I ſay? And faith 
anſwered Chriſt's hat ſhall I ſay 2 with theſe words, © tem- 
ſted Saviour, askeft thru, What ſhall I ſay? Say, Pray Fa- 
ther, ſave me from this hour. What courſe can ye take, but 
pray, and friſt Chriſt his own comforts ? He is no Dyvcur, take 
dis word. Ob (lay ye) I cannot pray.  Anſw. Honeſt ſighing 
is faith breathing a log Ayn in the ear: The life is not 
out of faith, where there is ſghing, looking up with the eyes, 
and breathing toward God. La lit. 36. Hide not thine ear 
at my breathing. But what ſhall Ido in ſpiritual exerciſes? ü, 
ye ſay. Anſw. 1 If ye knew particularly what to do, it were 
not a ſpiritual exerciſe. 2. In my weak judgment, ye would 
I firſt ſay, J will gloriſie God in believing David's ſalvation,and 

the Bride's marriage with the Lamb, and love the Church's 
lain Husband, alibo I cannot fer the preſent belle mine 
vn ſalvati-n. 3. Say, 1 will net paſs from my claim; ſuppoſe 
Coriſt weuld paſs ftem his claim to me, it ſhall nat go back upon 
my ſid? : ho beit my love to him be not werth a Tink of wa- 
ter yet Chriſt ſpal have it ſuch as it it. 4. Say, 1 ſhall ra- 
ther {pit twenty prayers, than not praytat all: Let my broken 
"ras go up to heaven; when they come up into the great Angel's 
lden cenſer, that compaſſionate Advocate will put together 
My broken prayers, and N them: Words are but acci- 
dents of prayer. Ob (lays he) I am ſlain with hardneſs of | 
beart, and troubled with confuſed and melancholious thoughts. ; 
P Any. My dear Brother, What would ve conclude thetice;that 
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ye know not well who 2e I grant: Ob, my beart « 


Hard dh, my thoughts c Tad ſorrow ! Ergo, I know not 


who ought me, were good logick in heaven among 


and the glorificd; but down in Chriſt's hoſpital, where tick 


and diſtempered ſouls are under cure, it is not worth e ſtraw; 


giveChrift time to end his work in your heart; hold on in 
feeling and bewailing your hardneſs, for that is ſoftneſs to 


feel hardneſs. 2. I charge you to make pſalms of Chriſt's 


raiſes for his begun work of grace; make Chriſt your mu- 

k and your ſong ; for complaining and feeling of want doth 
often ſwallow up your praiſes. M hat think ye of thoſe who 
go to hell neyer troubled with ſuch thoughts? If your exer- 
ciſe be the way to bell, God help me; I have a cold coal to 
blow at, and a blank paper for heaven: I give you Chbrif's 
caution, and my heaven ſurety tor your ſalvation. Lend Chrif 
your melancholy, for Satan hath no right to make a chamber in 
pour melancholy; borrow, joy and comforts from the Comforter; 


F 


| bid the Spirit do his office in you; and remember, that faith 


is one thing, and the feeling and notice f faith another: God 
forbid that feeling were proprium quarto modo to all the ſaints; 


and that this were good reaſoning, uo feeling, no grace. I am 


ſure, ye were nat always, theſe twenty years by-paſt, actualy 
knowing that ye live ; yet all this time ye are living: ſo is it 


with the life of faith. But, alas! Dear Brother, it is eaſie 


for me to ſpeak words and ſyllables ot peace, but Iſa. lvii. 19, 
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telleth you, I create peace; there is but one Creator, ye know. 
Oh, that ye may get a letter of peace ſent you from heaven! 
Pray for me, and tor grace to be faithful, and gifts to be able 
with tongue and 25 to glorifie God. I forget you not. 


St. Andrews, ſan. 8. Tours in his ſweet Lerd 
1640. N A | Feſus, 8. R. 
HS A To my Lady B O Y D. f 
Madam, | 


Received your Ladiſhip's Letter; but, becauſe I was fill 

going through the c:zatry for the affairs of the Church, | 
have bad no time to anſwer it. I had never more cauſe to fear 
han I have now, when my Lord hath reſtored me to my ſe- 
nd created heaven on earth, and hath turned my apprehen- 
ded fears into joys, and great deliverance to his Church, 
whereof I have my ſhare and part: Alas, that weeping pray- 
ers, anſwered and ſent back from heaven with jey, * mw 


- 


Mr; Ratberfoord's | Epiſt, 3x, 
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LETTERS: 447 
have laughing praiſes! O that this land would repent, and 
lay burdens of praiſes upon the top of the fair mount Zion? 
Madam, except this Land be humbled, a reformationiis ra- 
ther my wonder than belief at this time; but ſurely it muſt 
be 2 wonder, and what is done already is a wonder: out Lord 
muſt reſtore beauty to his Churches without hire; for we were 
ſold without money, and now our buyers repent them of the 
bargain, and would gladly give again better cheap than they 
doug ht us: I hey devoured Jacob, and ate up his people as 
bread ; now Jacob is grown a living child in their wpb, and 
they would fain be delivered of the child, and render the 
birth; our Lord ſhall be Mid wife. Oh that this land be not 
like Ephraim, an unwiſe ſon, that ſtayeth too long in the place 
N forth of children ! Your Ladiſhip is bleſſed with 
ildren, who are honoured to build up Chriſt's waſte pla- 
ees again; I believe your Ladiſbip will think them well be- 
flowed on that work, and that Zien's beauty is your joy: 
This is a mark and evidence from heaven, which helpeth weak 
ones to hold their grip, when other marks fail them. I hope 
your Led:ſhip is at a good underſtanding with Chriſt ; and 
that, as becometh a Chriſtian, ye take him up aright (for many 
miſtake and miſhape Chriſt) in his comings and goings ; your 
wants and falls proclaim, ye have nothing of your own, but 
what ye borrow ;, (nay, your ſelf is not your own) but Chriſt 
hath given himſelf to you: Put Chriſt to the bank, and hea- 
ven ſhall be your intereſt and income; love him, for ye can- 
not over-love him; take up your houſe in Chriſt, let him 
dwell in you, and abide in him; and then ye may look out of 
Chriſt. and laugh at the clay-heavens, that the ſons of men 
are ſeeking aſter in this ſide of the water. Chriſt mindeth 
to make your loſſes grace's great advantage: Chrift will loſe 
nothing of you; nay, not your ſins, for he hath an uſe for 
them, as well as for your ſervice; howbeit, ye are to lothe 
your ſelf ior thele. hope ye fetch all the heaven ye have 
here in this life, from that which is up above; and that your 
anchor is caſten as high and deep as Chriſt ; Oh, but it is far 
and many a mile to his bottom! If F had known long fance, as 
i do now, (though ſtill, alas! Lam ignorant) what was in 
Chriſt, I would not have been ſo late in ftarting to the gate 
to ſeek him. Oh, what can I do or ſay to him, who hath ' 
made the North render me back again! A grave is no 
ſure priſon to him for the my 


ing of dry-bones. Weyis mes 
that my fooliſh ſorrow and unbelief, being on horſe- 423 


F feel lap at their roots, betwixt them and ſun · burnt withered 


in Zion, and then ye ſhall be the more fit to have a hand in 


448. Mr; Rutberfopra's? Epilt. 32 
fide ſo proudly and witleſly oyer my Lord's-providence: $5 
when my faith was alleep,Chrifrrag,awake z and now, when 
Iam awake, I y, He did all things well. Oh, infinite wic. 
dom: Oh, jin:omparable loving kindneſs !, Alas, that the 
heart 7 have is ſo little and worthleſs for ſuch a Lord as Chrif 
is! Oh, what odds find the ſaints in hard trials, when they 


profeſlors Croſſes and ſtorms cauſe them to caſt their bloom 
and leaves: Poer worldlings, what will ye do, when the ſpay. 
length of your forenoon's laughter is ended, and when the we 

ing fide of providence u turned to you? I put up all the fa. 
vours ye have beſtowed on my brother upon Chriſt's ſcore, in 
Whole book are many ſuch counts, and who will requite them: 
E wiſh you to be builded more and more upon the Stone laid 


rebuilding our Lord's fallen Tabernacle in this land, in which 

ye ſhall: find great peace, when ye come to grips with death, 

the king of terrors. The God of peace be with your Ladi- 
ſhip, and keep you blameleſs till the day of our Lord Jeſus. 

St. Andrews. Tour Ladiſbip's at all obedience in bi 

W ſſweet Lord and Maſter, S. R. 


E bis very dear Friend, JO HN FEN N Ick 


Much honoured and dear Friend, on F 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: The neceſſary impe- 
diments of my calling -have hitherto kept me from 
making a return to your letter, the heads whereof I ſhall 
now briefly anſwer; As, I. I approve your going to the Four- 
tain, when your own ciſtern is dry: A difference there mult I 
be betwixt Chriſt's well and your borrowed water; and why 
but ye have. need of emptineſs and drying wp, as well as ye 
have need of the well? Vant, and a bele there mult be in our 
veſſel, to leave room to Chriſt's art; his well hath its own 
need of thirfly drinkers, to commend infinite love, which 
from etersity did brew ſuch a cellar of living waters for us 4 
Ye commend his fe love; and it is well done: Ob, if I could of 
help you, and if I could be maſter-conveener, to gather an % 
exrth-full and an heaven- full of tongues, dipped and ſterped t 
in my Lord's well of lope, or his wine of love, even tongues Hy, 
drunken with his love, to raiſe a ſong of praiſes to him, be. I 7, 
twixt the eaſt and weſt-end, and furtheſt points of the broad 
heavens ! If I-were in your caſe (as alas! my dry 3 


G 


„ , e 11. ũ A ag OE 


heart is not now in that garden,) I would borrom leave ta 
come; and ſtand upon the banks and coaſts of that ſea of loveh 
and be a feaſted ſoul, to ſee love's fair tide, free love's high 
and lofty waves, each of them higher than ten earths, flow- 


ſes ! Oh, if L had as much love, for wideneſs and pre 
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ing in upon pieces of loſt clay. O welcome, welcome, great 


2 twenty outmoſt ſhells and ſpheres of the heaven of heavens, 
that | might receive in a little flood of his free love! Come, 


come, dear Friend, and be pained;-that the King's wine-cellar 


of free love, and his banqueting-houſe (O ſo wide, ſo ſtate- 


5 O ſo God-like, ſo glory-like ! ) ſhould be ſo:abundant;ſo 


oyerflowing, and your ſhallow veſſel ſo little, to tale in ſome 


part of that love: But ſinee it cannot come in you, for want 
af room, enter your ſelf in this ſea of love, and breathe under 

theſe waters, and die. of love, and live as one dead and 
drowned of this love. But why do ye complain of waters go- 


lug over your ſoul, and that the ſmoke of the terrors of a 


wrathful Lord doth almoſt ſuffocate you, and bring you to 
death's brink ? I know the fault is in your eyes, not in him; 


it is not the rock that fleeth and moveth, but the green failer : 
If your ſenſe and apprehenſion be made judge of his love, 
there is a graven image made preſently, even a changed god, 
and a foe-god, who was once (when ye waſhed your ſtripes 
with butter, and the Rock poured you out rivers of oyl, Job xxix. 
6.) a Friend-God. ; Either now or never let God work: 
Ye had never, ſince ye was a man, ſuch a fair field for faith ; 
for a painted hell, and an apprehenſion of wrath is your Fa- 


ther, is faith's opportunity to try what ſtrength is in it. Now, 
give God as large a mealure of charity as ye have of ſorrow : 
Now ſee faith to be faith indeed, if ye can make your grave 


detwixt Chriſt's feet, and ſay, Though he ſhould ſlay me, I wil 
trult in him; his believed love ſhall be my mwinding-ſheet, and 
al my grave-clotbes ; I ſhall roll and ſew in my ſoul, ny ſlain 


ſoul in that web, his ſmeet and free love: And let him write 


upon my grave, Here lietb a believing dead man, breatbing 
ut and making an hole in death's broad. ſide, and the breath 

if faith cometh forth through the hole.. See now if ye can 
dyercome and prevail with God, and wreſtle God's tempting 

to death quite out of breath, as that renowned et 
Hef. xii. 3. And by his ſtrength he had power with God; v. 4. 
Tea, be had power over the Angel, and prevailed. He is a2 


trong man indeed, who overmatcheth heaven's ſtrength, and 
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de boly One of Iſrael, the ſtrong Lord, which is done 122. 83 
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450 Mr. Ritherfoors Epiſt. 32 
ſecret ſupply-of divine #rength: within, "wher&fith the WAE 
eſt being ſtrengthned, overcome and conquer. It ſhall be 
great vittory, to blow out the flame of that furnace ye are now 
in, M th the breath of faith : And When hell, men, malice 2 
 eraetty,: falſhood, devilt the ſeeming gloomy of a ſweet Lord: 
moet you in the teeth, if ye then as a captiye of hope, as one 
fetteted inhope's priſon, run to your ſtrong hold, even from 
God glooming to God glooming; and belicve the ſalvation of 
thb Bord inthe dark, whlch is your only victory: your ene- 
mies! ate hut pieces of malicious clay; they ſhall die as men, 
and he c οοα,ꝭðinͥd. But that yout troubles are many at once, 
and arreeſcome in from al] airths, from county, friend, 
wife; children, foes, eſtate, and tight-down from God, whe 
is the Hipe-and Stay of your ſoul, 1 confeſs is more, and very 
heavy to be born: yet all theſe are not more than grace; al! 
theſe bits of coals, caſten in your ſea of mercy, cannot diy it 
up. Your” troubles are many and great, yet not an oünte- 
Jon, pg ar the meaſure of infinite wiſiiom, I hope, nor be- 
yond the ne aſure of grace that he is to beſtow ; for our Lord 
never yet brake the back of his child, nor ſpilt his own work: 
Nature's plaiſtering and counterfeit-work he doth often 
break — putteth out a candle not lighted at the 
Sun of righteouſneſs ; but he muſt cheriſh his own reeds, 
and handle them ſoftly; never a reed getteth a thruſt with 
the Mediator's hand, to lay together the two ends of the 
reed. O what bonds and ligaments hath our Chirurgeon of 
broken ſpirits, to bind up all his lame and bruiſed ones with: 
caſt your disjointed ſpirit in his lap, and lay your burden 
upon One, who is io willing to take yout᷑ cares and your fears 
off you, and to exchange and niffer your crofles, and to 
give you new for old, and gold for iron, even to give you 
garments of praile tor the ſpirit of heavineſs. It is true in 2 
great part what ye write of this Kirk, that the letter of reli- 
gion only is reformed, and ſcarce that: I do not believe, our” 
Lord will build his Zion in this land, upon this skin of Refor- 
mation: So long as our ſcum remaineth, and our heart-idols 
are keeped, this work mult be at a ſtand; and therefore our 
Lord muſt yer ſift this land, and ſearch us with candles; and 
I know, he ſhall give and not ſell us his Kingdom. His grace 
and our remaining guiltineſs muſt be compared, and the 
one muſt be ſeen in the glory of it, and the other in the 
&nfuineſs of it: But I defire to believe, and would 
| &edy hope ta ice, that the glancing and ning luſtre “ 
22x05; 
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hide binſ{elf 2 howbeit his departure be his own good wark, 


for bim is the nobleſt croſs chat is out of heaven ; Your Lord 


world as your; ſtep-mother,in your borrowed priſon: For it is 


time; for Chriſt bath many ſalvations, if we could ſee them: 
from the faith of deliverance, a 
much matter;-1f ye find eaſe to your afflicted ſoul, what be 


nate; let your heart be willing, that God's fire have your 


Mr. RetherfuorÞs. Epift. 32 


i 2belief of it in that manner is your {in ; but wait on 
till he return with ſal vation, and cauſe you rejoice-in the lat. 
rend. It is not much to complain; but rather believe than 
ain, and fit in the duſt, and gloſe your mouth, till bg 
e your ſown light grow again: for your afflitions are not 
eternal, time will end them, and ſo ſhall ye at length ſee the 
Lord's ſabvation; his love ſlecpeth not, but is ſtill in working 
for you; his ſalvation will not ferry nor linger; and ſufferi 


hath the waile and choice of ten thouſand other crotles, beſide 
this, to exerciſe you withal ; but his wiſdom and his love 
wrailed and chooſed out this for you, beſide them all: and take 
It: as a choice one, and make uſe of it, ſo as ye look to this 


a tove-look to heaven, and the other fide of the water, that 
God ſeeketh; and this is the fruit, the flower, and bloom 
growing out of your croſs, that ye be a dead man to time, 
to clæy, to gold, to colentry, to friends, wife, children, and 
all pieces of created nothings; for in them there is not a eat 
nor bottom for ſoul's love: O what room is for your love 
(if it were as broad as the ſea) up in heaven and in God! 
and what would not Chriſt give for your love? God gave ſo 
much for your ſoul; and bleſſed are ye if ye have a love for 
him, and can call in your ſoul's love from all idols, and can 
make a God of God, a God of Chriſt, and draw a line betwiit 
your heart and him. If your deliverance come dot, Chriſt's 
preſence and his believed love muſt ſtand as caution and ſure- 
ty for your deliverance, till your Lord ſend it in his blefſed 


and I would think it better born comfort and joy, 'that cometh 
the faith of his love, 
than that which cometh from delzverance it ſelt. It 15 not 


the means, either of your own wiſhing, or of God's chooſing” 
the latter I am ſure is beſt, and the comfort ſtrongeſt and 
ſweeteſt: let the Lord ablolutely have the ordering of your 
evils and troubles, and put them off you, by recommend 

vour croſs and your furnace to him, Who hath skill to met 
tis on mettal, and knoweth well what to do with his fur. 
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tin, and braſs, and droſs: To conſent to want corruption, 1s 
2 greater; mercy than many proſeſſors do well know 4 a 
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| To the much honoured, PETER STIRLING. 


of God's children, eſpecially of another nation. I ſhould not 


to refer the manner of God's phyſick to his own wi 
whether it be by drawing biood, or giving ſugared drinks: 
that he cureth ſick folks withaut pain, it is a great point ef 
faith; and to believe Chriſt's: crofs to be a friend, as he hin- 
ſelf is a Friend, is allo 2 ſpecial act of faith: but when ye are 
byer the water, this caſe ſhall be a yeſterday, paſt an hundred 
years ere 25 were born; and the cup of glory ſhall waſh ts 
memory of all this away, and make it as nothing: Only now WK 
take Chriſt in with you under your yoke, and let patience have Ki 
her perfect work; for this haſte is your infirmity. The Lord 
is nr Iu to do you good in the latter end © Put on the faith 
of his ſal vation, and ſee him poſting and haſting towards you. 
Sir, my employments, _ great, hinder me to write 
more length; excuſe me: I hope to be mindful of you. I ſhall 
be obliged to you, if ye help me with your prayers for this 
people, this college, and my own poor foul.” Grace be with 
you. Remember my love to your wife, 
St. Andrews, Feb. 13. 1640. Tours in Chriſt Feſus, S. R 


FFF 


Much honoured and worthy Sir, 


Received yours, and cannot but be aſhamed; that miſtaking 
love hath brought me in eourt and account in the heart 


make a lie of the grace of God, if I ſhould think, L have little 
ſhare of it my ſelf : O how much better were it for me;-ta 
ſtand in the counting-table of many for a half-peny, and to be 
eſteemed a liker, rather than a lover of Chriſt ! H I were il 
weighed, vanity ſhould bear down the ſcale, as having wzight . 
in the balaner above me, except my loyely Saviour ſhould caſt 
in beſide me ſome of his borrowed worth 7 And, oh if I were 
writing now ſincerely in this extenuation, which may be, and 
I fear is, ſubtil and couzening pride! I would I could love 
ſomething of heaven's worth,” in you and all of your mettal. 
O how happy were I, if I could regain and conquer back from 
the creature my ſold and loſt love, that I might la digen 
e higheſt 


heaven's Jewel, that ever, ever blooming Flower of ; | 
garden, even my ſoul-redeeming and never enough - pr | | 
d Jeſus! O that he would waſh my love, and put it om + 
the Mediator's wheel, and refine it from its droſs and tin, thas ĩ ÿ 
I might propine and gift that Lord, ſo love worthy, with 1 WW 
ay love H Gig 1 could ſer a leaſe of thouſands gears, and A 
e Ef = a ſulpen; 


| 4 ue  Mr.Rutherfoort's 34. 
= part of heaven's me ard 58 till a long 
| 400 my 1 1 ſo being I could in this lower kit- 
chen and under - vault of — creation, be feaſted with his 
love, and that I mi 24 ſtool to his glory, IS 
and angels! Oh if he would let out heaven's fountain u 
withered me, dry and ſapleſs me! If I were but ſick of re * 
for his love, (and ob, how would that ſickneſs delight me!) 
how ſweet would that eaſing and refreſhing pain be to my ſoul! 
I ſhall be glad to be a witneſs to behold the kingdoms of the 
world become Chriſt's : I could ſtay out of heaven many 
years, to ſee that victorious triumphing Lord act that pro- 


rt of his . love, in into his 

Raglan db greater ſiſter, that Kirk of the Jews, who ſome- 

times courted our Welbeloved for her little ſiſter, Cant. viii. 

8. to behold him ſet up as an Enſign and Banner of love, to 

the ends of the world. And truly we are to believe, that his 
Tag ofa 5 . for the land of graven images, and for the fal- 

mille ſtone in the * of the ſea. Grace be 


| | Tours in bis ſweet Lord 
- Feſus, S. R. 
— — —————— 


To the Lady FINGASK 


pom nd peace be Though 
» METCY A to you ough not acquaint- 
ed, yet, at the deſire of 2 you: Though nat aqua to 
write a line or two unto you by way of counſel, ( howbeit / 
be moſt unfit for that.) / hear, and I bleſs the Father of 
lights for it, that ye have a ſpirit ſet to ſeek God, and that 
the poſture of your heart is to look heaven-ward ; which is 
a work and caſe of the Mediator Chriſt's right-hand, who 
=_ on the heart a new frame, for the which 1 would 
ve your Tadiſbip to ſee a tye and bond of obedience laid 
yu you, that all may be done, not ſo much'from obligation 
law, as from the tye of free love; that the law of ranſom- 
paying bin mrs the chief ground of all your obedi- 
ye are not 2 the law, but under grace. 
, Withal, 2 unbelief is a ſpiritual ſin, and ſo not 2 by 
tf. nature's light; and that all conſcience ſaith is not ſcripture : 
{ . Suppoſe your 'heart bear witneſs againſt you, for ſins done 
org ago; yet, becauſe many have pardon with God, that have 


with themſelves, 7e are to ſand and fall * Chriſt's 


— — — K » 


Role. 34 LCETTERS: - 43 
eſteem and verdi& of you, and not by that which four he } 
faith. Suppole it may by accident be 2 good ſign, to be jealous 
of your heavenly Husband's love, yet it is a ſinful ſign; as 
there be ſome happy fins ( if I may ſpeak ſo) not of them- 
ſelves, but becauſe they are neighboured with faith and love. 
p And fo, worthy Lady, I would have you hold by this, =y " 
| the ancient love of an old Husband ſtandeth firm and ſure; 1 
| let faith hing by this ſmall threed, that he loved you before We 
he laid the corner-ſtone of the world; and therefore, he can- 
ö nat change his mind, becauſe he is God, and reſts in his love. 
„ Neither is ſin in you a good reaſon, wherefore ye ſhould KM 
5 doubt of him, or think, becauſe fin hath ou in the cour- 
0 teſie and reverence of juſtice, that therefore he is wroth with 
. you: neither is it preſumption in you, to lay the burden of 
0 your ſalvation upon One mighty to ſave; ſo being ye lay a4 
is {ide all confidence in yourſelf, your worth and righteo 6 
J True faith is humble, and ſeeth no way to eſcape but on 
be in Chriſt: And I believe ye have put an eſteem and hi k 
ice upon Chriſt ; and they cannot but believe, and fo- 
d ved, who love Chriſt, and to whom he is precious: for the 
love of Chriſt hath choſen Chriſt as a Lover; and it were not 
— like God, if ye ſhould chooſe him as your liking, and he not - 
ebooſe you again: nay, he hath prevented you in that; fof e 
have not. choſen him, but he hath choſen you. O conſider his 
lovelinefs and beauty, and that there is nothing which cant 
nt- commend, and make fair heaven or earth, or the ereature, 
| to that is not in him, in infinite perfection; for fair fun and fair 
it / moon are black, and think ſhame to ſhine before his Fairneſs, 
r of Iſs. xxiv. 23. Baſe heavens, and excellent Jeſus 5 weak angels, 
that nd ſtrong and mighty Jeſus ; fooliſh angel wiſdom, and only 
h is wiſe Jeſus ; ſhort-living creature, and long-living, and ever 
who © living Ancient of days z miſerable and ſickly, and wretched 
puld we thoſe things that are within time's circle, and only, onl 
lai I dieſſed Jeſus ! If ye can wind in in his love (and he gi 
tion = leave to love him, and allurements alſo ) what a ſecond 
ven's 2 a young heaven's glory is it, to he hob 
edi · © and burned with fevers of love · ſickneſs for him? and the more 
race · Jour Ladiſbip drinks of this love, there is the more room, 
en by ad the greater delight and deſire for this love. Be homely, 
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—— 


46 + Mr. Na ilk, 36; 
25 125 


member what he is; when twenty thouſand millio 


yen's lovers have worn their hearts tbreed-bare of love, all is 
nothing, yea; leſs than nothing to his matchleſs worth and 
2 O ſo broad and ſo deep as the ſea of his deſite- 
able lovlineſs is! Glorified ſpirits, triumphing angels, the 
crowned and exalted lovers of heaven, ſtand- > his* 
tovelineſs, and cannot put a circle on it. Oh, if ſin and time - 
were from betwirt us, and that royal and King's love, that 
high Majeſty, eternity's Bleom, and Flower of high-tuſtred 
beauty, might thine upon pieces of created ſpirits, and might 
dedew and overflow us, who are portions of endleſs milery, 
and lumps of redeemed ſin! Alas, what do I? I but ſpill 
and loſe words, in ſpeaking highly of him, who will bide 


SS «© «4 - 


and be above the mufick and ſongs of heaven, and never be 

enough praiſed by us all; to whoſe boundleſs and bottomleſs 

love I recommend your-Ladiſhip, and am Fg 

St. Andrews, March 25. Jour Ladiſhip's in Cbriſt 
4 F — —.— 


—— ———ä6 a 
+ To bis reverend and dear Brother, Mr. David Dickſon. 
. "7 * 25 


| 423: Reverend and dear Brother, | 
E look like the houſe whereof ye are a branch; the croſs 
Y is 4 part of the -literent, that lieth to all the ſons of the 
houſe, I defire to ſuffer with, you, if I could take a lift of 
our houſt-trial of you; but ye have preached it, ere I 
—— thing of God: your Lord may gather his roſes, 
and ſhake his apples, at what ſeaſon of the year he pleaſeth; 
each husbandman cannot make harveſt when he . as 
he can do: ye are taught to know and adore his ſovereigſty, 
which he exerciſeth over you, which yet is luſtred. with 
mercy. The child hath. but chang a bed in the garden, 
and is planted up higher nearer the ſun, where he ſhall 
thrive better than in this out- field moor: ground: Ye mult 
think your Lord would not want him one hour longer; and 
fince the date of your loan of him was expired (as it is, if 
ye read the leaſe) let him have his own with gain, as g 
reaſon were. I read on it an exaltation and a richer meaſure 
of grace, as the ſweet fruit of your croſs; and I am bold to 
| 
ay, that that college, where your Maſter hath ſet you now, 
mall find it. I am. content, that Chriſt is fo rr with my 


um_ 


WCG 


| dear Brother David Dickſon, as to borrow and lend, and tale 
| , ad gue with Him; and ye know, what are called 1 
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Epiſt. ” 
tations 4 
bomely with what” jg yours I 
dit, he-hath leſt Ain. money, and® chat he hath made the 
houſe the better of Hm 1.envy not his Waking love, who 
faw that this water was to be paſt through, and that now 
che number of crofles lying in your way to glory, are fewer 
by one than when I ſaw you they muſt eels It is bet= 
ter than any ancient or modern commentary on. your text, 
that ye preach upon, in . Read and ſpell right, for 
he knoweth what he doth 5 he is only Jopping and ſnedding 2 
fruitful tree, that it may be more fruittul. I congratulate 
heartily, with you, his new welcome to your new charge. 
Deareſt Brother, go on and faint not; ſomething, of yours is 
in heaven, beſide the fleſh of your exalted Saviour, and ye 
go on after your. own. *Time's threed is ſhotter by one inch 
than it was: An oath is ſworn and paſt the ſeals, whether af- 
fictions will or not, ye muſt grow and {well out of your ſhell, 
and live, and triumph, and reign, and be more than a con- 
queror; for your Captain, who leadeth you on, is more than 
nqueror, and he makes you partaker of his conqueſt and 
victory. Did not love to you compel me, I would not fetch 
water to the well, and ſpeak to one, who knoweth better 
than I can do, what God is doing with him. Remember my 
1 = your wife, to Mr. Fohn, and all friends there. Let us 
| 
of you to the Lord-as I dow: Grace be with you. 


St. Andrews, May 28. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
A ERC c.1 IIS means — 
Tony Lady B O Y OD. 
Madam, | | 8 | 4 i 
Race, mercy and peice be to you. 3 it not to 2 
7 


diſreſpective forgetfulneſs of your Lad:ſhip, who mini- 
ſtred to bin my bonds, that I write-not to you: | wiſh E 


coyld ſpeak or write what might do good to your woe 4. 

eſpecially, now, when I think ye cannot but have deep though | 
of the and bottomleſs ways of our Lord, in taking aways Wl 
with a füdden and wonderful ſtroke, your brethren and Wl 


friends. Ve may know, all that die for ſin, die not in ſin ; | 


and that nene can teach the Almighty knowledge: he anſwer- 


eth none of our courts ; and no man can ſay, What doſt the? 
not many ſummers; wan 


It is true, your brethren ſaw 
| Ee3. 


© F» 


ſuch a Friend; it is to tome to the bonſe, and h 
perſwade my ſelf upon his ete- 


| 


ped by your prayers, for I ceaſe not to make mention i 
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the viſitation, 


ome along wit 
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Epiſt. 36. 
than your Chriſt hath 
anſwer from Chriſt, the 
hope ye have reſolved, that if he ſhould grind you to powder, 


your duſt and powder ſhall believe his ſalvation. And who can 
tell, what thoughts of love and peace 


LET T ERS. 
—— 


: 


no more: And I 


our Lord hath to your 


children ? I truſt he ſhall make them famous, in executing the 


written judgments u 
have all his ſaints, Pl, | 
ſtones on their ſhoulders for buildi 


the enemies of the Lord; this honows 
.Cxlix- 9. and that they ſhall bear 


that City, that is called, 


Exek. xlyi.. 35. The Lord is there. And happy fhall they be, 


and of grayen 1 


who have a hand in the ſacking 
> of vengeance, for the controverſie of Zion, 
es. Therefore, Madam, let the Lord 

make out of your father's houſe any 


of Babel, come out in the 


againſt the 


work, even of judgment, 


that he pleaſeth : What is wrath to others, is mercy to you 


lovi 


and your houſe. It is faith's work to claim and challenge 
-kindneſs out of all the rougheſt ſtrokes of God. Ds 


that tor the Lord, which ye will do for time ; time will calm 


your heart at that which God hath done, and let our Lord 
have it now. What love ye did bear to friends now dead, 
ſeeing they ſtand now in no need of it, let it fall as juſt le- 


gacy to Chriſt. Oh, how ſweet to put out many ſtrange lo- 


vers, 


and to put in Chriſt! It is much for our 
fections, to part with that, which we believe we have right 


lf. ſlain af - 


unto: but the ſeryant's will ſhould be our will; and he is the 
beſt ſervant, who retaineth leaſt of his own will, and moſt of 
his maſter's. That much wiſdom muſt be aſcribed to our 


* 


Lord, that he knoweth how to lead his own in-through and 
out-through the little ti me-hells, and the pieces of time · du · 
in this life; and yet keep ſa 


ring wrat 


his love without 


any blur upon the old and great ſeal of free election And 
ſeeing his mountains of brais, the mighty and ſtrong decrees: 


of free grace in Chriſt, ſtand ſure, and the covenant ſtand- 
eth faſt for ever, as the days of heaven, let him ſtrike and 


nurture, his ſtriking muſt be a very act of ſaving; ſeeing 
frokes' upon his — ones come 4 the ſoſt and heaven- 


ly hand o 


the Mediator, and his rods are ſteeped and watred 


in that flood and river of love, that cometh from the God - 


man's heart of our ſoul- loving a 
I hope ye are content to friſt the 
own cqnqueſt, heaven, till he pay 


nd mn JESUS, 
it you, and bring you to 


a ſtate of glory, where he ſhall never crook 4 finger upon, nor 
an 


litt a ha 


” 
4 * 


* 


n 


u : 
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utioner of mankind his . BY 


law's bill get an 
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460 Mr./Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 37; 
ly covetous of grace, the intereſt and pledge of glory. If] 
did not believe your crop to be on the ground, and your 
of that heaven of the Saints heaven, white and ruddy, Bir, 
W fair and beautiful jeſus were come to the bloom the flower, 
and near your hook, I would not vrrite this; but ſeeing time's» 
threed is ſhort, and ye are upon the entry of heaven's haryeſt, 
and Chr iſt, the field of heaven's glory, is white and ripe-like, 
the loſſes that I write of to your Ladiſbip are but ſummer- 
ſhowers, that will only wet your garments for an hour or 
two, and the ſun of the new Jeruſulem ſhall quickly dry the 
wet coat; eſpecially ſeeing rains of afflition cannot ſtain the 
image of God, or cauſe caſt the colour. And fince ye 
will not alter upon him, who will not change upon you, I 
durſt in weakneſs think my ſelf no ſpiritual Seer, if I ſhould 
not propheſie, that day - light is near, when ſuch a morning - 
darkneis is upon you; and that this trial of your chriſtian 
mind towards him, whom ye dare not leave, howheit he 
ſhould ſlay you; ſhall cloſe with a doubled merey. It is time 
for faith to hold faſt as much of Chriſt as ever ye had, and to 


— \ — -. 


Chriſt loveth to be believed in, and truſted to. The glory of 
laying ſtrength One that is mighty to ſave, is more than 
we can think: hat piece of ſervice, of believing in a ſmi- 
ting Redeemer, is a precious part of obedience. O whit glory 
to him, to lay over the burden of our heaven upon him, 
that purchaſed for us an eternal kingdom! O blefled foul, who 
ean adore, and kiſs his lovely, free grace. The rich grace 
of Chriſt be with your ſpirit.  '- | 


F our Lord hath taken away your child, your leaſe of him 
is expired; and ſeeing Chriſt would want him no longer, 
it is your part to hold your peace, and worſhip and adore the 
ſovereignty and liberty, that the Potter bath over the clay, 
ad pieces of clay-nothings, that he gave life unto : And what 
is man, to call and ſummon the Almighty to his lower court 
[1 down here? Fer he giveth account of none of bis doings, And 
[4 if ye will take a loan ofa child, and give him back again to 
aur Lord, laughing, as his borrowed goods ſhould o—_—_— 
| RS { J 


| make the grip ſtronger, and to cleave cloſer to him; ſeeing 


St. Andrews, Octob. 15. ; Tears at all obedience in 
1640. Cöriſt Jeſus, S. R. 
— — — — — — — 
Jo AGNES MACK MAT H. 
Dear Siſter, 
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fore you, t the dead in Chriſt ſhall be r 
A going-down ſtar is not annihilate, but ſhall appe 


- © is he given now to eternity, which will take your ag 


reckoned ſummers will give! you à meeting with him; but 
what, with him? Nay, with better company, with the Chief 
and Leader of the heavenly troops, that are riding on white 
horſes, that are triumphing in glory. If death were afflcep 
that had no'wakning, we might ſorrow: But our Husband 
Jhall quickly be at the bed-fides'of all that lie ſleeping in the 
grave, and ſhall raiſe their mortal bodies. Chriſt was death's 


Cautioner, who gave his word to come and looſe all the clay- 


paivns, and ſet them at his own right-hand ; and our Cautio- 
ner, Chriſt, hath an act of law-ſurety upon death, to ren- 
der back his captives : And that Lord jeſus, who'knoweth 


the turnings and windings that are in that black trance of - 

death, hath numbred all the ſteps of the air up to heaven; 

be knoweth how long the tzrnp:ke is, or how many pair of 
ſtairs high it is; for he aſcended that way himſelf, Rev: i. 


18. Iwas dead and am alive. And now he liveth at the right- 
hand of God, and his garments have not ſo much as a ſmell 
of death. Your afflictions ſmell of the childrens cafe; the 


bairns of the houſe are ſo nurtured: and ſuffering is no new - 


life, it is but the rent of the Sons; baſtards have not ſo much 
of the rent. Take kindly and heartſemly with his croſs, who 
never yet flew a child with the croſs. He breweth your 
cup; therefore drink it patiently, and with the better will. 
Stay and wait on till Chriſt looſe the knot, that faſteneth his 

son your back; for he is coming to deliver: And I pray 
you, Siſter, learn to be worthy. of his pains, who correcteth; 
and let him wring, and be ye waſhen; for he hath a Father's 
heart and a Father's hand, who is training you up, and mak- 


ing you meet for the high-hall, This ſchool of ſuffering is a 


preparation for the King's higher houſes ; and let all 


. our 
Niſttitions ſpeak all the letters of your Lord's ſummons. They 


6 1: O vain world? 2. O bitter fin! 3.0 ſhort and an- 
; | © , * certain 


LF TD 


ſoon- 
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certein the! 4. 0 fair eternity, that is above ſickneſs ang 
Leah! 5. O Kingly and Princtly Bride room! Heſter gle 
= 77's marriage, ſhorten time's ſhort ſpex ſoon-brokes+hreed, 
end _— In! 6.0 2 bleſſed death, that golden 
id over by Chri Lord, betwixt time's clay, 
| banks and heayen's ſhore ' the Spirit and the Bride ſq, 


Come; and anſwer ye with them, Even ſo, come, Lord 
came quickly ! Coombe with you. 4 r "OW 
St. Andrews, Octob. 15. Tour brother in bis 2 Lord 


| 1640. Jeſus, S. 
— — — — — — 
Reverend and dear Brother, > 


Hat am I to anſwer you? Alas! my books are all bare, 
and ſhew me little of God: I would fazn go beyord 
— iqto by houſe of love, to eq ra | Pew Brother , nei- 
a e ner I are parties worthy of his love or knowledge. Ah! 

how bath fin bemiſted and. blinded us, that we — ſee 

"him ? But for my poor ſelf, I am pained and like to burſt, 
becauſe he will not take down the wall, and fetch his unerea- 
ted Beauty, and bring his matchleſs, white and ruddy Face 
out of heaven one's errand, that I may have heaven mecti 
me ere I go to it, in ſuch a wonderful fight. Ye know that 
ana je ſiy and love do humble, becauſe homely love to ſinnen 


own court - ſtiles, his high and heaven- names. What am I, to 
ſhape conceptions of my higheſt Lord ? How broad and how 
high and how deep he 15, above and beyond what theſe con- 


(which alas! can be no rule to one, ſo deep in love-ſicknels 
with Chriſt as.ye are) I would fain add to my thoughts and 
eſteem of him, and :2ake him more high, and would wiſh an 
heart and love ten thouſand times wider than the utmoſt circle 
and curtain, that goeth about the heaven of heavens, to en- 
certain him, in that heart and with that love. But that 
which is your pain, my dear brother, is mine alſo; I am con- 
founded with the thoughts of him. I know God is caſten (if 

I may ſpeak ſo) in a ſweet mould, and lovely image, in the 
Perſon of that heaven's Jewel, the Man Chriſt ; and that the 
ſteps of that ſteep aſcent and Nair to the God-head, is the 
eſh of Chriſt, the new and living way; and there is footing 

| for faith in that curious ark of the humanity ; I herein der 
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dwelleth in him with majeſty : Ye ſhould give him all his 


ceßtions are, I cannot tell: But for my own weak practice 


it. 39. LETTERS. 46 
Red. i i 


| married upon gur humanity, 1 
In heaven, ſuppoſe J had not another errand, but to ſee that 
dainty golden t t cars 
and eyes and a body, ſuch as we ſinners have, that I might 
wear my ſinful mouth in kiſſes on him for evermore: Ari I 


- 


that my piece of faint and created love ſhould firſt coaſt upon 


the Man Chriſt; I ſhould ſee them all through him. 7 am 


called from writing by my great employments in this Town, | 


ares ſaid not hing: But what can I ſay of him? Let us 
0 3 | 
F St. Andrews, 1640, Tours in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S, R. 


Ie i Lach K E N M UR E, 


— 


2 


Madam, 3 N 
Race, mercy and peace be to your TLadiſbip, I am hearti- 
(3 ly ſorry that your Ladiſbip is deprived of ſueh an huſ- 
and, and the Lord's Kirk ot ſo active and faithful a friend. 
Iknow, your Zadiſbip long ago made acquaintance with that, 


wherein Chriſt will have you Joined in a tellowſhip with him- 


ſelf, even with his own croſs; and hath taught you to ſtay 
your ſoul upon the Lord's good-will, who giveth not account 


ef his matters to any of us: When he hath led you through _ 
this water, that was in your way to glory, there are fewer 
behind; and his order in diſmiſſing us, and ſending us out of 


the market, one before another, is to be reverenced. One 
year's time of heaven ſhall ſwallow up all ſerrows, even be- 
yond all compariſon : What then will not a duration of bleſ- 


| ſedneſs ſo long as God ſhall live, fully and abundantly recom- 


pe ? It is good that our Lord hath given a Debtor, obliged 
7 gracious promiſes, for more in eternity than time can tale 


from you; and I believe your Ladiſbip hath been now m_ 


years adviſing and thinking what that glory will be, whi 
is abiding the pilgrims and ſtrangers on the earth, when they 


come home, and which we may think of, love, and thirlt for, 


but we cannot comprehend it, nor conceive of it as it is, far leſs 
can we oyer-think or over-love it. O fo long a Chapter, or 
rather ſo lo long a Volume as Chriſt is, in that divinity of 


glory! There is no more of him let down now, to be ſeen and 
enjoyed by his children, but as much as may feed hunger in 
ths lite, but not ſatisſie it. Your Ladiſhip is a debtor to the 
der of God's croſs, that is wearing out ſove and affiance in the = 


. 7 =" creature 


ark, and God perſonally looking out at ears 


know, all the three bleſſed Perſons ſhould be well pleaſed, 


1 


5 


— 


4 . Mr: Rutherfoort's Epiſt. 40. 
creature but of your heart aby degrees; or rather the oblig 

| ton ſtandeth to his ' free grace, who careth for your Lad; 
| in this pravious diſpenſation, and who is preparing and mak- 
857 the garments of ſalvation for you; and who ca 
you with a new name, that the mouth of the Lord hath 
. nam<=d,' and pur poſeth to make you a crown 7 glory, and 4 
real diadem in the bang of your God, Iſa. Ixil. 2, 3. Ye 
are obliged to friſt him more than one heaven; and yet he 
eraveth not a long day; it is faſt coming, and is ſure pay- 
ment. Though ye gave no hire for him, yet hath he given 2 
| great price and ranſom for you: and if the bargain were 
; to make again, Chriſt would give no leſs for you, than what 
4 he hath already given; he is far from ruing. I ſhall wih 
you no more, till time be gone out of the way, than the ear- 
neſt of that which he hath purchaſed and prepared for. you, 
which can never be fully preached, written, or thought of, 
ſince it hath not entred fnto the heart to conſider it. * re- 
commending your Ladiſhip to the rich grace of our Lord Je- 
e 25 
St. Andrewss Dur Ladiſbip's, at all reſpedtive 1 N 
mT vance, in Chriſt Jeſus, 8. 


To Miſtreſs TAYLOR 


Miftreſs, Po RI | 
"FN Race, mercy and peace be to you: Though I have no re- 
G lation worldly or acquaintance with you, yet (upon the 
teſtimony and importunity of your elder fon now at London, 
where I am, but chiefly becauſe [ares Jets Chriſt in you | 
to be in place of all relations) I make bold in Chriſt to ſpeak 
my poor thoughts to you conzerning your ſon lately fallen 2. 
ſleep in the Lord (who was ſometime under the miniſtry of 
the worthy ſervant of Chriſt, my fellow-labourer Mr. Blair, 
by whoſe miniſtry I hope he reape# no ſmall ad vantage) 
I know, grace rooteth not out the affections of a mother, but 
putteth them ofi his wheel, who maketh all things new, that 
they may be refined; therefore ſorrow for a dead child is al 
IT} - lowed to you, though by meaſure and ounce-weights : the re- 
| of the Lord have not a domi nion or Fordſhip over 
their ſorrow and other affections, to laviſh out Chriſt's goods 
at their pleaſure: For ye are not your own, but bought with 4 
price; and your ſorrow is not your own, nor hath he te- 
[deemed you by halves; and therefore ye are not - -_ 


——— 
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Chriſt's croſs no croſs. He commandeth you to weep; an 


pi. 40. LE IT 4 


that princely One, who took . heaven with him à man's 
heart to be a compaſſionate High- prieſt, became your Fellow 
and Companion on earth, by weeping for the dead, Jobn xis 
35. And therefore ye are to love that croſs, becauſe. it was 
once on Chriſt's ſhoulders before you ; ſo that by his own 

ice he hath, over-gilded and covered your;crols with 
the Mediator's luſtre: I he cup ye drink was at. the lip. of 
ſweet Jeſus, and he drank of it; and fo it hath a ſmell of his 
breath: And I conceive ye love it not the 5 it is 
thus ſugared ; therefore drink, and believe the reſurre&ion 
of your ſon's body; if one coal of hell could fall off the ex- 


| alted Head Jeſus,- Jeſus the Prince of the kings of the * 
h Chriſt, 


and burn me to aſhes, knowing I were a partner with Chri 
and a fellow-ſharer with him, (though the unworthieſt of 
men) I think I ſhould die a lovely death in that fire, with 
him. The worſt things of Chriſt, even his croſs,. have much 
of heaven from himſelf; and ſo hath. your chriſtian ſorrow, 
being of kin to Chriſt's in that kind: If your ſorrow were a 
baſtard, and not of Chriſt's houle (becauſe of the relation ye 
have to him in conformity with his death and ſufferings) I 
ſhould the more compaſſionate your condition; but. kind and 
compaſſionate Jeſus, at every ſigh, ye give for the loſs of 
your now glorified child, ( lo I belifye,. as is meet) with a 


man's heart crieth,' Half mine. IL was not a witneſs to his 


death, being called out of the kingdom; but ye ſhall credit 
thoſe whom I do credit, (and I dare not lie) he died com- 
fortably. It is true, he died before he did ſo much ſervice; to 
Chriſt on earth, as I hope and heartily deſire, your ſon Mr. 
Hugh (very dear to me in Jeſus Chri&) ſhall do: But that 


| vere a real matter of ſorrow, if this ere not to,caunter- 
balance it, that he hath changed ſervice-houſes, but bath not 


changed ſervice or Maſter, Rev. xxii. 3. And there ſhall he no 
more curſe, but the throne of God and of the Lamb ſball be in 
i, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve him. What he could hayedone 


in this lower houſe, be is now upon that ſame ſervice in the 


higher houſe ; and it is all one, it is the ſame ſervice, and the 


lame Maſter, only there is a change of conditions: And ye. 


are not to think it a bad bargain for your beloved ſon, Where 


de hath gold for copper and braſs, eternity for time, I be- 
lieve Chriſt hath taught you (for I give eredit to ſuch a wit- 


deſs of you, as your ſon Mr. Hugh) not to ſorrow becauſe he 
All the knot muſt be, be died tos ſoon, he aud . 


— - — K — * 
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MI Rt herfoord's pit. 
zs life, this is all; but Soy 
i Hſe, in your ai 


The ion and abſolute Former of all things giveth not an 
account of any of his matters : The Lees Husbandman = 


 _ to nature, in landing the 99 Tf 
5 ſea too well, e of a fair wind 5 Fl The 
firable tide, and a ſpeedy coming aſhore, eſpecially a com- 
— in that land where all the inhabitants have ever - 
e their heads. He cannot be too early in hea- 
ven; wy twelve hours were not ſhort hours : And withal, if 
Zen Chr this, had ye been at his bed · ſide, and ſhould have 
Chriſt coming to him, ye would not, ye could not have 
journed Chris free love, who would want him no longer. 
424 A in another land, where Nis mother could not doſe 
his eyes, is not much : who cloſed 74 s eyes? and who 
put on Jn his winding ſhe# ? for ought I , neither father, 
nor mother, nor Fiend, but God only. And there is as ex- 
pedite, fair, and eaſie a way betwixt Scotland and heaven, as 
if he had died in the very bed he was born in. The whole 
bo 4 is his Father's ; any corner of his Father's houſe is good 
h to die in. It may be, the living child (I ſpeak not 
of r. Hugh) is more grief to you than the dead: You are 
to wait on, if at any time God ſhall give him repentance; 
_ "Chriſt waited as long poſſibly on you 2 me, . longer 
on me; and if he ſhould deny repentance to him, I . 
ſomething to that; but I lope better things of him. 
Nemeth that Chriſt will have this world your ſtep-dame; I 
love not your condition the worſe, it may is . that ye 
are not _— ow lower houſe, but a ſtranger : Chriſt 
ſeeth it not but your only good, to be led thus te 
heaven; — 2 2 favour, that he hath beſtowed r. 
| you free, free grace, that is, mercy without hire; ye paul 
for it: —_ who can put a price upon a oy 
edpat rok rincely Jeſus Chriſt ? And that God app Ao 


—_—_— uſfer for H a the ſpoiling of your goods, e eſteem 


* 


arid of hs ate alſo; y ue og Jo, having himſel 
coul 


ind L perſwade 1 elf, if) nr. Og hows. 
could be bitter to * G en 
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1 BARBARA "HAMILTON. 
| Worthy Friend, 


Ge 8 


hath done concerning your ſon-in-law z on- 


ly, 1 believe, ye look not below Chriſt, and the higheſt and 
woſt ſupreme act of providence, wich moveth all wheels. 
And certainly, what came down enaRted, and concluded in the 
great book before the throne, and figned and ſubſcribed wi 
the hand which never did wrong, ſhould be kiſſed and adore: 
Gli We ſee God's degrees, when they bring forth thei? 


all actions, good and ill, fweet and rs in theit 4 C | 


time; but we ie vo babe, y the after-birth of Gad's de- 


gre ie His be end, and the good that he bringeth 
of the womb of his holy and ſpoticks counſel: we ſee his 


hidden and underneath the ground, and therefore we cannot 
believe. Even amongſt men, we ſee hewen ſtones, timber, 


time to work (as often he that belteyeth not maketh haſte, 
but not ſpecd ) his end is under the ground; and ye ſhall ſee 
it was your good, that your fon hath rages: dwelling- 


ſerve him: He needeth nat us nor our ſervice, either in earth 
or in heayen; but ye are to look to him, who iveth the 
hireling both his leave and his wages, for-his aim and 


up in Chriſt's account, Such a labourer did ſweat forty ye ars 


—— he who acce 
e: nene can teach 


of the will for the deed, count- 
pe Lyord de lay an account; be num- 
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working, and ſorrow ; the a of his counſel and working Heth + | 


and an hundred ſcattered parcels and of an houſe, aff 
under tools, hammers, and axes, laws; yet the houſe, 
the beauty and eaſe of ſo many lodgings and eaſe-rooms, we 
neither ſee nor underſtand for the — theſe are but in 
the mind and head of the builder, as yet. We ſec red earth, 
unbroken clods, furrows and ſtones; but we fee not ſummer 
lilies, roſes, and the beauty of a garden. If ye gire the Lord 


Places, but not his Maſter: Chriſt thought good to. have ne 
more of his ſorvice here; yet, Rev. xxii. 3. His ſervants ſhalt 


to ſerye Chriſt, as well as for his labours: it is put 
in Chriſt's Vineyard; howbeit he got not leave to labour ſo 


dome in vain to your houle, an loſe, the pains of a merciful 
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was the TE { knoweth the, Gare by their 
names: e much RyCying, g1Ve.2 name to 
2 Woche the en great or ſmall. See Lev. x, 3. 
Aazon a Hale ble © know his two — were ſlain, 
2 10 Hey, Offered br irs Lord. Command your 
3 to be ſilent: i 60 ers of Nemcaſtle had — 


this, ye might have danach; * uf the weapon was in ano- 
ther Rand: hear the rod what it preacheth, and ſee the name 
of God, Mic, vi. 9. and know that there is ſomewhat of God 
and heaven in the rod. The majeſty of the unſcarchable and 
22 Wages. and den mend of God is not ſeen in the rod, 
and the ſeeing uireth the eyes of the man of wif 
dom, If the ei WP Su . — with you in that loſs 
22 caſe. you, ye want 8 But he can do no wr 
halt; his goings arc £qual, who hath done it. 
know our Lord aimeth at. more mortification; let him nat 


viſit. - Gqd, the Founder, never melteth in vain; howbeit to 
us he ſeemeth often to loſe both fire and mettal: bur Lkaog 
e are more in this work than I can be; there is no cauſe 
or weary- Grace be ploy and the rich conſolati- 
ons of . 1 ſweeten.your croſs, and. ſyppert you. ur 
Mie. La 
Tondon, ( 0⁴. 15. 1646. i Low? 4 224 K 7211 . — 8. 
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o Zeving $; Bet, 2 
Race mercy. and are you: If ye bare au chin 


better than the husband of your youth, ye on Feſus 


877 * debtor for it; pay nat then your debts with grudg- 
ing. Sorroy may diminiſh from the {ſweet fruit of righte 
ouſneſs ; but — filence, ſubmiſſion, and faith, put a 
crown upon your ſad loſſes: ye know whoſc:yoice the voice 
of a crying rod is, Micab. vis. gs I be name, l 
the Lord is ritten on the rod 3 rnad and be inſtructed. Let 
Chriſt have he room of cho husband: he hath now no need 
of you, or of your love ; for he enjoyeth as much of the love 
of Chriſt, as his heart can be capable of. I confeſs, it 152 
dear - bought experience, to teach you to under value the crea 
— yet ĩt is not — dear, if — * — it/ſo. I know, 
That the of your thoughts againſt his going thithet, 
— — 


— 


2X 
* 4 + * * *® , p 
Db, on » =, =, ed 


1 
ba] 


TBN 


In 


1 = & * v. ere Se 


eo d. cauſes, and bꝭ ſiſent becauſe the Lord hath done it; if - 


d love bim for -a Husband; and he, that 75" a Husbaud to 
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i. ETER 
inte, Mill not eaſe youp -{pirits, except 'ye riſe higher than 


we meaſure the goings of the Almighty ard his-ways, the bows B 
tom whereof; we ſer not, we quite mittake God. O how litt'e 
a portion of God lee me He- is far abgye our; ebb and na-. 
row thoughts; he ruled the world in wiſdom, ere we, creas 
tures, of yeſterday, were born, and ſhalt rule it, when 1 92— 
mall be lodging beſide the worms and cprruption. Only 


learn heayenly wiſdom, ſelf-denial, and mortificatiqn by this 


ad loſs; I kno that it is-not for nothing (except ye deny God 
to he wile in all he doth) that ye have loſt one in earth · L herg 


' hath been too little of your love and heart in heaven, and there- 


face the jealouſis of Chriſt hath done this; it is a merey tus 
be contendeth with you and all your lovers: I ſhould de“! 
fire no greater fa vous tor my ſelf, then that Chriſt laid a ne- 
ceſſity, and took on ſych-bends upon himſelf; Such an ons 
I uit have, and ſuchſa foul I cannot live in heaven withs 1 
out, John x. 16. And believe it, it is incomprehenſible; 
love, that Chriſt ſaith, I 1-enjoy the glory of my Father, andi 
the crown of heaven far above men and angels, I muſt uſe all 
means, though never ſo violent, to have the company of ſuch. 


— 


an one for ever and ever. I with the eyes of wiſdom, as a] 
child of wiſdom, ye juſtiſie your mother, the V iſdom of Gd, Wh! 
(whoſe cn e are) ys ſhalt” kiſs and embrace this loſs, and: Mi 
lee mich | Chriſt in it. Believe and ſubmit, and refer the: Wl 
income of the conſolations of Telus, and the event of the trial, ⁵⁶¹ 

to your heavenly Father, Who numbreth all your hairs ; And 1 
put Chriſt in his own-room in your love; it may be he hath 
either been out of his awn place, or in a place of love inferiar 


3 » 


to his worth. Repair Chriſt iu all his wrongs done to him, 


jou. Grace be with you. 


\ 
Ihn Cat 
nden, OE. 15. 1645 | Tour ſympathizing- brother, S R. 
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0 Mr. Ratherfoord's Epiſt. 47, 
are not to diſpute with their Former; pieces of ſinning cla 
may, by reaſoning and contending with the Potter, mar the 
work of him, who hatbh bis fire in Lion, and his furnace in 
Jeruſalem; as bullocks, ſweating and wreſtling in the furrow 
maketh their-yoke more heavy In quietneſs and reſt ye ſhafl 
be ſaved; if men do any thing contrary to your heart, we 
may ask both, who did it? and, what is done? and why ? 
When God hath done any ſuch thing, we are to enquire who 
hath done it? and to know that this cometh from the Lord, 
who. is wonderful in counſel; but we are not to ask what or 


in the city without bim, Amos iii. 6.) it is enough; the fair- 
aſt face of his ſpotleſs way is but coming, and ye are tb be- 
lie ve his works as well as his word. Violent death is a ſharer 
with Chriſt in his death, which was violent: it makethi not 
much what way we go to heaven; the happy home is all, 
where the roughneſs of the way ſhall be forgotten. He is 
A 2 home to 2 Friend's houſe, and made welcome, andthe 
Soo is ended: Time is recompenſed with eternity, and cop- 
with gold. God's order is in wiſdom; the husband goes 
ne before the wife; and the throng of the market ſfiaſf be 
aver ere it be long, and another generation where .we now 
are; and at length an empty houſe, and not one of 'mankind 
ſhall be upon the earth, within the ſixth part of *alyhvur, 


after the earth and the works that are therein ſhall be burnt up 


with fire: I fear more that Chriſt is about to remove, when 
he carrieth home ſo much of his pleniſting before-hand; We 
cannot teach the Almighty knowledge; when he was Li- 
— the bullet againſt his ſervant,” to fetch out the ſoul, 
na Wiie 


man could cry to God, Vrong, wrang, Tord, for be 


is thin own. T here is no miſt over his eyes, who is wonder 
fei in ccunſel; if Zion be builded with yout ſor-ir-law's 
blood, the Lord (deep in counſel Mean glew © together the 
ſtones of Zion with blodd. and with that blood which is pre- 
cious in his eyes. Chriſt hath fewer labourers in Mi — 
yard than he had; but ſome more witneſſes for his cauſe, and 
the Lord's Covenant with the three nations. What is Chriſt's 
gain, is not your loſs; let not that, @hichiis his holy. a 
wile will; be yourunbelieving{ortow; Though I really Judgel) 
bad intereſt in his dead ſervant, yet, becauſe he now Hveth to 
Chriſt, I quit the hopes I had of his ſueceſsſul Iabouring In 
the miniſtry t I know; he now pra iſetii che grace that he Wa 
to preach ; and if there were a better ching on his hład nom 
* e | in 


* 


why ? If it be from the Lord, (at certainly there is ns evi! 


| 


| 
*. 
} 
ö 
J | 
r 
t 
1 
1 
$ 
6 
- 
2 
e 
* 
fe 


Bpiſt. 4, . ET TEKRS. art 
in heaven than 2 crown, or any thing more excellent 
heaven, he would caſt it down before his feet, who ſitteth on 
the throne ; give glory therefore to Chriſt, as nom doth, 
and ſay, Thy will be tne, The grace and conſolation of 
of Chriſt be with you. eee, 
Londen, Nov. 15. 1645: Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſus, S- R. 


Te the Viſcoutteſs of K ENMURE: - 


Madam, TVT os 
Race, merey, and peace be to your Ladyfhip: Tho? 
( Chriſt loſe no time, yet when ſinful men drive his cha- 
riot, the wheels of his chariot move ſlowly : the woman, Zion, 
as ſoon as ſhe travailed, broughteforth her children; yea; Iſa. 
levi;-7; Before fhe travailed, ſhe brought forth; before her pain 
came, ſhe was delivered of a man- ebild : Yet the deliverance 
of the people was with the woman's going with child ſeventy 
years, that is more than nine months. There -be hang op- 
2 in carrying on the work; but I hope, the Lord will 
ild his own Zion, and evidence to us, that it is done, not 
by trigbt, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord. Madam, 
Fhave heard of your infirmities of body and ſickneſs: I know 
the iſſue ſhall be mercy to you; and that God's purpoſe, which 
lieth hidden under- ground to you, is, to commend the ſweet- 
nefs of his love and care to you from your youth. And if all 
the (ad loſſes, trials; ſickneſſes, infirmities, priefs, LY 
and ĩneonſtancy of the creature, be expounded (as ſure I amt 
they are ) ths ods of the jealouſie of an Husband in heaven, 
contending. with all your lovers on earth (though there were 
millions ob 
home to heaven, 'to*make it ſingle, unmixt, and chaſt to the 
Faireſt in heaven and earth, to jeſus the Prince of ages; ye 
will forgive (to borro that word) every rod of God, and 
not let the fun go down on your wrath, — 8 any meſſen- 
zer of your afliatin and correcting Fai 
Ladiſkip cannot but ſee that the mark at which Chriſt hath 
aimed, theſe twenty. fout years and above, is, to have the 
company and fellowſhip of ſuch a ſinful creature, in heaven 


— 


belit ve no evil of Chriſt; liſten ta no hard reports 
2 mach? 2 Ff 2 n that 


them ) for your love, to fetch more of your love 


with hint, for all eternity; and becanſe be will not ( ſuch is  {W] 
the power of his love) enjoy his Father's: glory, and that "Wi 
crown, due to him by eternal generation, without you by . 


rame, Joh. 50 XVII. 24. Foh. X. 10. Joh. xiv. J Therefore, | | 
Madam, | 
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472 Mr. Rutherford Epiſt. 44. 

that his rods make of him to you: He hath loved you, and 

© waſhed you from your fins; and what would ye have more? 

s Is that too little, except he adjourn-all eroſſes, till ye be where 

1 E be 6 to ſigh, or to be croſſed? I 

hope & can defire no more, no greater, nor more excellent 

ſuit, than Chriſt and the fellowſhip of the Lamb for evetmore; 
and if that deſire be anſwered in heaven as I am ſure it is, 
and ye cannot deny but it is made ſure to you ] the vt of 
theſe E accidents, of a living husband, of many chi 
of an healthful body, of a life of eaſe in the world, without 
done knot in the ruſh,” are-nobly made up, and may be com- 
fortably born. Grace, grace be with your Ladiſhip. | 

- Loudon, Ot. Tur Ladiſhip's at all obedience in Chriſt, 

= 16, 1645. Et) \ £352 S. R. 


5 « Chriſtian Friend, upon the Death of his Wife. 


Jure friends © 3 
I Deſire to ſuffer with you, in the loſs of a loving ap good 
wife, now gone before (according to the method or- 
der of him, of whoſe underſtanding there is no ſearehing out) 
whither ye are to follow. He that made yeſterday to go be- 
fore this day, and the former generation, in birth and life, to 
have been beiore this preſent generation, and hath made ſome 4 
flowers to grow, and die, and wither-in the month of May, * 
and others in June, cannot be challenged in the order he hath 
made of things without ſouls: And ſome order he muſt keep 
allo here, that one might buty another ; therefore, I hope, ye | 
ſhall be dumb and ſilent, 4 ohs Lord hath done it: what F. 
creatures or 2 7 


| 
1 
, -cauſes do in ſinful miſtakes, are ordered in 4 
| | heaven lieth, and fo the days of your wife. If the place ſhe. beha 
| ſhe is gone to, any other than where her Head and Saviour the c 
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wiſdom by your Father, at whoſe feet your on ſoul and your 

hath left were any other than a priſon of ſin, and home 
. 1s King of the land, your grief had been more rational; but I. of tf 
truſt, your faith of the reſurrectionof the dead inChriſt toglory IN 42) 
and immortality,will lead you to ſuſpend your longing for her, ſown 
Tb till che morning and dawning of thaf day, when the . diſho 
on {ball deſcend with a ſhout, to gather all his priſoners out aft 
grave up to himſelf. To believe this is beſt for you, and to be end | 
| 2 becauſe be hath done it, is your wiſdom. It is much to 


1 — out of the Lord's ſchool of Trial, wiſer and more expe» 
.% rienced in the ways of God; and it is our happineſs, when. 


Chris 


; 


. " ” 
Bs aaa — — e + 
_—. at. _ „ 
_ 


ͤ—)— DW 


Chriſt openeth 2 yein, he taketh nothing hut ill blood from 
his ſick ones. Chriſt hath skill to do, and (if our corruption 

marr not) the art of mercy in correcting. We cannot of our 

ſelves take away the tin, the lead, and the ſcum that remain - 
eth in us; and if Chriſt be not Maſter-of- work, and if the 
, furnace go its alone, he not ſtanding nigh the melting of his 
. - own veſſel, the labour were loſt, and the founder ſhould melt 
f in vain : God knoweth, ſome of us have loſt much fire, ſweat- 
5 ing and pains to our Lord Jeſus ; and the veſſel js almoſt mar- 
t red, the furnace and rod of God ſpilt, and day- light burnt, 


and the reprobate mettal not taken away, fo as ſome are to 


anſwer to the Majeſty, of God, for the abuſe of many good 
L crofles, and rich afflictions loſt without the quiet fruit of righ- 
teouſneſs; and it is a ſad thing; when the rod is curſed, = 
g never fruit ſhall grow on it: And, except Chriſt's dew fall 
down, and his ſummer-ſun ſhine, and his grace follow afflicti- 
ons, to cauſe them bring forth fruit to God, they are ſo fruit- 
leſs to us, that our evil. ground (rank and fat enough for bri- 
ars) caſteth up a crop = noiſom weeds. The rod (as the pro- 
phet ſaith Exel. vii. 10, 11.) blofſſometh, pride buddeth forth, 
violence riſeth up into a rod of wickedneſs ; and all this hath, 


with you. | | a6 
London, 1645. Tpurs in his ſweet Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


Es, Chriſtian Brother. . 
| Reverend and Beloved in the Lord, 


not impute it to forgetfulneſs of ydu, \ As I have heard of 


the death of your daughter, with heavineſs of mind on your 
your {elf and other witneſſes, the hope of the reſurrection of 


r A r ee 


of that which is ſown than of that which is eaten, 1 Cor. XV. / 
42.) ſo alſo is it in the reſurrection of the dead; the body is 
ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption; it is ſown in 
nour, it is raiſed in glory. I hope ye wait for the crop. 
and harveſt, 1 Thefſ. iv. 14. For if we believe that Feſus died 


«AS 


God bring with him : Then they are not loſt, who are ga- 
tbered into that congregation of the firſt-born, and the gene- 
ral aſſembly of the ſaints, Tho' we cannot outrun nor over- 
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may be I have been too long filent, but F hope ye will 2, 


behalf; ſo am I much comforted, that ſhe hath evidenced to ⁵⁶ 
the dead. As ſown corn is not loſt, (for there is more hope © | | 


end roſe again, even fo alſo them which ſleep in Feſus, wall 1 
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been my caſe under many rods ſince I ſaw you. Grace be | 


rents; — * 2 more readily, if a 


[| | Teudon, Fan. 6. 1045. Tours in Chriſt Feſus, S. R. 
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them that are gone before, yet we quickly follow 
{ them; and the di is, that the hath the advantage of 


ſome months or years of the crown, before you and her mo- 
ther: And we do not take it ill, if our children outrun in 
the life of grace; why then are we ſad, if . outſtrip us id 
the attainment of the life of glory ? It would ſeem, that there 
Is more reaſon to grieve that children live behind us, than 
that they are glorified and die before: All the difference is 
in ſome poor hungry accidents of time, leſs or more, ſoonet 
or later: So the godly child, tho young, died an hundred 
years old; and ye could not now have heſtowed her better, 
tho the choice was Chriſt's, not yours. And I am ſure, Sir, 
ye cannot now ſay, ſhe is marri A the will of her pa- 
| | ive, fall in the hand of 2 
worſe husband: but can ye think, that ſhe could have faller 
In the hands of one better? And if Chriſt marry with your 
Houſe, it is your honour, not any cauſe of grief, that ſeſus 


Gould portion any of yours, ere ſhe gnjoy your portion; is 


It net great love? The patrimony is more than any other 
eould give: As good a husband is impoſſible; to {ay a better, 
Is blaſphemy. I he wg Prince of ages can keep them 
Hetter than ye can do. While ſhe was alive, ye could intruſt 
her to, Chriſt, and recommend her to his keeping: now by 
an after-faith ye have reſigned her unto him, in whoſe boſom 
do ſeep all that axe dead in the Lord; yg would have lent 


ber to glorifie the Lord upon earth, and he hath borrowed 
ber (with promiſe to reſtore her again, 1 Cor. Xv. 53. 1 Th2ſ. 


. 15, 16.) to be an organ of the immediate glorifying of 
finful glorifying of him. And ſure, your prayers concernin 
her are fulfilled. I ſhall defire, if the Lord ſhall be plea 
the ſame way to diſpoſe of her mother, that ye have the ſome 
mind. Chriſt cannot multiply injuries upon you; if the 
fountain be the love of God, (as I hope it is) ye are enrich- 
ed with lofſes. Ye know all I can ſay hetter, before I was in 
Chriſt, than I car! expreſs it. Grace be with you 
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| To 4 Chriſtian G entlewoman. 
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Race, mercy and peace be to you: Tf death, whith is be- 

fure you and us all, were any other thing, but a friend- 

jy dullolution, and a change, not a deſtruction of _—_ 
| wo 


himſelf in heaven. Sinlels glorifying of God, is better than 
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trance, ſo thorny @ valley, as is the wages 
confident, the way ye know, though your foot never trode 
in that black ſhadow; the loſs of lite is gain to you: If Chriſt 


Jeſus be the Period, the End and Lodging bome, at the end of 
Jour journey, there is no 22 ye go to a triend ; and ſimee 
ad d | 


ye hade had a communion with him in this life, and he hath a 
pan or pledge of yours, even the largeſt ſhare of your love 
and heart, ye may look death in the face with joy. If the 
heart be in heaven, the remnant gf, you cannot be kept the 

iſoner of the ſecond death? But though he be the ſa 
Chriſt in the other life, ye found him to be here; yet he +5 
ſo far in his excellency, beauty, ſweetneſs, irradiatiens and 
beams of Majeſty, above what, he appeared here, when be is 
ſeen as he is, that ye ſhall En him, and he ſhall appear a 


new Chriſt ; and his kiſſes, breathings, embracements, the 


= * 


perfume, the ointment of his name. poured out on you, ſhall 


appear to have more of God, and a ſtronger ſmell of heaven, of 
eternity, of a God-head,. of Majeſty and glory there than here: 


As water at the fountain, apples in the orchard and beſide 


the tree, have more of their native ſweetneſs, taſte and beau- 


ty, than when tranſported to us ſome hundred. miles. I mean 
not that Chriſt can loſe any of his ſweetneſs in the carrying, 
or that he in his God-kead and lovelineſs of preſence, can he 


changed to the worſe, betwixt the little ſpot of the earth ye 


are in, and the right-hand of the Father, far above all hea- 


ens; but the change will be in you, when ye ſhall have new WM 
es, and the ſoul ſhall be a more deep and more capacious | 
veſſel, to take in more of Chriſt; and when means, the cha- 


riot, the goſpel, that he is now carried in, and ordinances 
that convey him, ſhall be removed. Sure ye cannot now be 
ſaid to ſee him face to face, or to drink of the wine of the 


higheſt Fountain, or to take in ſeas and tides of freſh loye Wil 
immediately without veſſels, midſes or meilengers, at the 
Fountain it ſelf, as ye ſhall do a few days hence: when ye WW 


ſhall be ſo near as to be with Chriſt, Lake xxiii. 43- John xvii. 
24. Phil. i. 23. 1'Theſ. iy. 17. ye would (no doubt) beſtow 


aday's' journey, yea, many days journey @n earth, to go up if | 


to heaven, and fetch down any thing of Chriſt ; how 


more may ye be willing to make a journey to go in perſon to 


heaven, (it is not loſt time, but gained eternity) to enjoy 


the full God-head z and then in ſuch a manner, as he is not 


there in his week-days apparel as he is here with us, in 2 
-F ; | Fi 4 


drop 
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entry ye may find the ſmell of his ointments, his myrrh, aloes, 
ad caſia. And this firſt ſalutation of his will make you find, 
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ſalem. Sure, I have often, for my own 


- With the loſt devils; tho? I know, t 


Nr. Rutherfords Epiſt. 4 


more coſtly, more precious, in one hem or button of that gar. 


ment of Fountain-majeſty than a millionꝰof worlds. Oh, the 


ambaſſadors on earth, did but ſpill and mar wy ig when 
they ſpoke of him, and preached his beauty. Alas! we but 
make Chriſt black, and leſs lovely, in making ſuch infizni. 
fieant, and dry, and cold, and low expreſſions of his hipheſt 
and tranſcendent ſuper-exceleney, to the daughters of Feru- 
| part, ſinned in this 
thing: No doubt, angels do not fulfil their task according to 
their obligation, in that Chriſt kept their feet from falling 

hy are not behind in going 
to the utmoſt of create d powet: but there is ſin in our pratſing, 
and fin in the quantity, beſides other ſins. But I muſt leave 
this, it is too deep for me. Go and ſee, and we deſire to go 
with you; but we are not maſters of own diet. If in that 
laſt journey ye tread on a _— in the way, and' thereby 
-wound your heel, as Jeſus Chriſt did before you, the print 


FH of the wound ſhall not be known at the reſurrection of the juſt. 


Death is but-an awſom ſtep over time and fin to ſweet ſeſus 
Chriſt, who knew and felt the worſt of death.; for death's 
tegth hurt him: We know death hath no teeth now, no Jaws, 


for they are broken; it is a free priſon, eitizens pay nothing 


For the grave; the goaler, who had the power of death, is 


_ deftroyed: Praiſe and glory be to the Firſt-begotten of the 
dead. The worſt poſfibly that may be, is, that ye leave be- 


hind you children, husband, and the Church of God in mi- 
ſeries; but ye cannot get them to heaven with, you for the 
preſent; ye ſhall not miſs them, and Chriſt cannot miſcount 
one of pooreſt of his lambs: No lad, no girl, no poor one 
Mall be a miſſing, ere ye ſee them again in, the day that the 
Son ſhall render up the kingdom to his Father. The evening 
and the thadow of every poor hireling is coming; the Church 


of Chriſt's Sun in this life is deeliming low: not a ſoul of the 
= militant company will be here within few generations; our 


'Husband will ſend for them all. It is a: rich *mercy, we are 


not married to time, longer than the eourſe be finiſhed. Ye 


may rejoice, that ye got not to heaven, till ye knew that Jeſus 
4s there hfore you, that when ye come thither, at your firſt 


| part of a night's dewing of grace and fxect- 
& neſs; but he is there in his marriage-robe of glory, richer, 


ti 
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Well is deep? ye ſhall then think that preachers, and ſinful · 
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it is no uncomfortable thing to die. Go and enjoy your 
gain; live on Chriſt's love while ye are here, and all the way: 
as for the Church ye leave behind you, the government is 
| upon Chriſt's ſhoulders; and he Mill plead for the blood of 
. dis ſaints: The buſh hath been burning above five thouſand 
| years, and we never yet law the aſhes ot this fire: Jet a lit- 
tle while, and the viſion 2 not tarry; it ſball ſpeak and 
get lie. I am more afraid of my duty, than of the Head 
, Chriſt's government: He eannot fail to bring judgment to 
victory. O that we could wait for our hidden life! O that 
Chriſt would remove the covering, draw aſide the curtain of 
time, and rend the heavens and come down O that ſhadows 
and night were gone, that the day would break, and he that 
feedeth among the lilies, would cry to his heavenly. trumpe- 
ters, Make ready, let us go down and feld together the 7 
corners of the world, and marry the Bride! His grace be 
with you. Now, if T have found favour with you, and if ye 
judge me faithful, my laſt fuit to you is, that ye would leave 
me a legacy, and that is, that my name may be at the very 
laſt in your prayers; as I defireWſo, it may be in the prayers 
of thoſe of your chriſtian acquaintance with whom ye have 


been intimate. | | | 
London, Fan. 9. Tur Brother in his own Lord 
1646. = i - Feſus, * = e 
To my Lady K E N MU RE. 
Madam, by 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: It is the leaſt of the 
princely and royal bounty of Jeſus Chriſt, to pay - 
King's debts, and not to have his ſervants at a loſs. His gold 
is better than yours, and his hundred-fold is the income and 
rent of heaven, and far above your revenues : Ye are not the 
trſt who have caſten up your accounts that way. Better 
tzve Chriſt your Factor than any other; for he tradeth to the 
advantage of his poor ſervants. But if the hundred-fald in 
this life be ſo well told, as Chriſt cannot pay you with miſ- 
counting or deferred hope; O what muſt the rent of that land 
de, which rendreth every day, and every hour of the years 
of long eternity, the whole rent of a „M, yea, of more 
than thouſand thouſands of ages, even the werghty income of 
rich kingdom. not every ſummer once, but every moment! 
Ibat ſum of glory will take you and all the. angels apr” 
| O 0 
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478 Mr. ::Rutberfoord's Egiſt. 49. 
be a-tenant to ſuch a Landlord, where every, herry and 
grape of the · large field beareth no worſe fruit than glory, ful 
nefs of joy, and pleaſures that endure for ever more; I leave 
it to your ſelf to think what. a ſummer, what a ſoil what a 
Farden muſt be there; and; what muſt he the commadities 

of that-bigheſt land, e ſun and moon arc, under the feet 
of the inhabitants. Surely. the land cannot be bought with 

| gold, blobd, baniſhment, Joſs. of father and mother, husband, 
* -Wife, children. We but dwell here, becauie, we can do ng 

better; it is need, not virtue, ta be ſojaurners in a priſon; 
to weep, and ſigh, and alas, ta fin ſixty or ſeventy years in 
a land of tears; the fruits that grow here, are all ſeaſoned 
and ſalted with fin. O hom ſweet is it, that the company of 
the firſt - born ſhould be divided in tuo great bodies of an ar. 
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my, and ſome in their country, and ſome. in the way to theix © qu 
country! If it were no more but to.ſte once the face of the If cell 
Prince of this good land, and to be feaſted for eternity with I} be: 
the fatneſs, ſweetnels, dainties of the rays and beams o march» I} It « 
leſs glory, and incomparable fountain-love, it were a well- | and 
ſpent journey, to creep 1 fett, through ſeven deaths II the 
and ſeven hells, to enjoy him up at the Well-nead. Only let bea 
us not weary, the miles to that land are fewer. and ſhorter I But 
than when we firſt believed; ſtrangers are not wiſe to quar- I ney 
rel with their hoſt, and complain of their lodging; it is a I toy 


foul way, but a fair home. O that I bad but ſuch grapes and 
cluſters out of the land, as I have ſometime ſeen and taſted 
in the place, whercof your Ladiſhip maketh mention! but 
the hope of it in the end is an heartlom convoy in the way. 
If I ſee little more of the gold till the, race be ended, Idare 
not quarrel; it is the Lord: I bope his chariot ſhall go 
through theſe three kingdams. aſter our ſuffering ſhall be 
accompliſhed. Grace be with you. 


* 


Toendon, Jan. 26. 1646. Pur Ladiſbip's in Feſus Chriſt, 8. R. 
— — . — — — —_— — 
To Mr. J. G. 5 4 


Neverend and dear Brother, rr, 
Shall with my ſoul deſire the peace of theſe kingdoms, and 
I do believe, it ſhall at laſt come, as a river, and 3s 
the mighty wavss of the ſea; but O that we were ripe and 
in readineſs to 7<ceive it! The preſerving of two or three of 
four or five berries, in the outmoſt boughs of the olive. tree, 
after the vintage, is like to be a great matter ere all be _ 
| 0 2 


* 
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id 1 know, a'cluſter in both kingdoms ſhall be ſaved, for a. 
u. is in it: but it is not (I fear) fo near to the: ing 
re of the day of ſalvation, but that clouds muſt ſend down more 
A ſhowers of hlood, to water the Vineyard of the Lord, and 
& to cauſe it to bloſſom. Scetland's ſeum is not yet removed; 
et vor is England's droſs and tin taken away ; nor the filth"of 
th our blood: purged by the ſpirit of judgment, and the ſpirit 
d, of burning: but I am too much on this lad ſubject. As for my 
ro , | do eſteem nothing out of heaven, and next to a com- 
nz munion With Jeſus Chriit, more, than to be in the hearts and 
in ayers of the ſaints; I Know he feedeth there amongſt the 
xd lies, till the day break: but Lam at a low ebb, as to any 
of ſenſible communion with Chriſt; yea, as low as any ſoul can 
are be, and do ſcarce know where Jam; and do now make it a 
eir Y queſtion, If any can go to him, who dwelleth in light inac- 
tne I ceſlible, through nothing but darkneſs * Sure, all that come to 
ith beaven, have a ſtock in Chriſt; but I know not where mine is, 
ch» © It cannot be enough for me to believe the ſalvation of others, 
ell- & and to know Chriſt to be the Hony-comb, the Roſe of Sharon, 
aths I the Paradiſe and Eden of the ſaints and firſt- born written in 
let I heaven, and not to fee after the borders of that good land: 
rter But what fhall I fay ? Either this is = Lord making grace a 
uar- I new creation, where there is pure nothing and ſinful nothing 
is a to work upon; or I am gone. I ſhould count my ſoul ingaggd 
and I to your ſelf, and others there with you, if ye would but carry 
ated to Chriſt for me a letter of cyphers and nonſenſe ; (for. I know 
but dot how to make language of wy condition) only ſhewing 
way. I that I have need of his love: for I know, many fair and 
dare I waſhen ones ſtand now in white before the throne, wh were 
11,go once as black as I am. If Chriſt paſs his word to waſh'a fin- I 
1! be ver, it it leſs to him, than a word to make fair angels of black 
devils ; only let the art of free grace be ingaged. I have not, 
S. R. : cautioner to give ſurety, nor doth a Mediator, ſuch as he 
— s in all perfection, need a mediator : but what I need, he 
knoweth ; only, it is his depth of wiſdom, to let ſome paſs 
millions of miles over ſcore in debt, that they may ſtand” be- 
teen the winning and the loſing, in need of more than ordi- 
1s, and WW nary ftee grace. Chriſt hath been multiplying grace by-mer- 
nd 2 ©, above theſe five-thouſayd years; and the latter-born heirs 


pe and have ſo much greater guiltineſs, that Chriſt hath paſſed more 
experiments and multiplied eſſays of Heart-loye on others, by 

misbelieving, after it is paſt all queſtion, many hundred of 

es, that Chriſt is the undeniable and now I 
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480 Mr. Revberfborl's. Epiſt. 56, 
Treaſurer of multiplied redemptions ;' ſo now he is ſayi 
The more of the pri — there is, the more of the Phyſician: 
art, of grace and tenderneis, there muſt be: only I know, 
no finner can put infinite grace to it, ſo a the Mediator ſhall 
bave difficulty or much ado, to fave this or that man; milli- 
ons of hells of ſinners cannot come near to exhauſt infinite 
grace. I pray you ( remembring my love to your wife, and 
tends there) let me find that I have ſolicitors there amongſt 
your acquaintance; and forget not Scotland. | | 
London, Jan. 30. 1646. Tour Brother in Feſus Ghriſt, S. R. 
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; Madam, 6 P E611 
TT is too like the Lord's controverſie with theſe two nations 
is but yet beginning, and that we are ripened and white 
for the Lord's fickle. For the particular condition your L4- | 
diſhip is in, another might ſpeak (if they would 4ay all) of lin t 
more ſad things. If there were not a fountain of free grace, I is the 
to water dry ground, and an uncreated wind to breathe on 'iole: 
withered and dry bones, we were gone. The wheels of I} 15 no 
Chriſt's chariot, to plugk us out of the womb of many deaths, Savioi 
are winged like eagles. All I have, is, to deſire to believe, 
that Chriſt will ſhew all good-will to ſave: and as for your 
diſhip, I know that the Lord Jeſus carrieth on no deſign I thing, 
againſt you, but ſeeketh to ſave and redeem yoa; he lieth not 
in wait for your falls, except it be to take you up: his way Parab. 
of redeeming is raviſhing and taking; there are more mi- I citcle 
racles of glorified ſinners in heaven, than can be ori earth. Ithe th 
Nothing of you, Madam, nay, not your leaf, can wither. 
Verily, it is a king's lite to follow the Lamb; but when ye ſee Nor as 
him in his own country at home, ye will think ye never ſaw I breath, 
him before: Fig oe be admired of all them that believe, I le cal 
2 Thefſ. i. 12. Ye may judge how far all your now ſad days Fo all 
and toſſings, changes, loſſes, wants, conflicts, ſhall then be I with tl 
below you. Ve look to the croſs, now it is above your head, 
and ſeenis to threaten death, as having a dominion; but it 
ſhall then be ſo far below your thoughts, or your thoughts ſo I draugh 
far above it, that ye ſhall have no leiſure to lend one thought I the 
to old dated croſſes, in youth, in age, in this country or in Face, 
that, from this inſtrument or from another; except it be to Fe now 
the -heig htning of your conlolation, being now got above and luffer d. 
beyond all theſe. Old age, and waxing od as @ garment, u des 
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the firſt ſummer · toſe, or the firſt · fruits of that heavenly field,? 
adiſe to a traveller, broken and worn out off = 


written on the faĩreſt face of the greation,. Pſal. cii. 26, 27. 
Death, from Adam to the ſecond Adams appearance, playeth 
the king and reigneth over all; the pom Teir died, his chil- 
dren; which the Lord hath given, follow him: and we may 
ſpeak freely of the life which js here, were it heaven, there 
were not much gain in godlineſs; but there is a reſt for the 
people of God. Chriſt man poſſeſſeth it now one thouſand . 
fx bandred years before many of his members; but it weareth 
not out. Grace be with o. | wh 
Linden, Feb. 16. 1640. Tour Ladiſbip's in Chriſt Feſus, SR. 
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Madaut, 13 I - | 
Race, mercy, and peace be to you: It hath ſeemed good 

(as I hear) to him, who hath appointed a bounds for 

the number of our months, to gather-in a ſheaf of ripe corn 
(in the death of your Chriſtian mother) into his Garner: It 
is the more evident, that winter is near, when apples, without 
violence of wind, do of their own accord fall off the tree. She 
is now above the winter, with a little change of place, not of a 


Saviour ; oply the enjoyeth him now without meſſages, and in 


bis own immediate preſence, from whom ſhe heard by letters : 


and meſſengers before. I grant, death is to her a very new 
thing, but heaven was prepared of old; and Chriſt enjoyed 
in his higheſt throne, and as loaded with glory, and incom- 
parably exalted above men and angels, having ſuch a heavenly 


crele of glorified harpers and muſicians above, compaſling 
the throne with a ſong, is to her a new thing ; but ſo new, as 


or as a new 
breath, with the {ad occurrences of a long and driery way. 
le eaſily judge, Madam, w 


to alb her ſervice, her walking with and her forrows, + 


with the firſt caſt of the ſoul's eye upon the ſhining and ad- | | | 


nirably beautiful face of the Lamb, that is in the midſt of 
that fair and white army that is there; and with the firſt - 
draught and taſte of the Fountain of life, freſh and new. 
u the Well-head : To ſay nothing of the enjoying, of that 
Face, without date, for more than this term of li! 

We now enjoy. And it coſt her no more to go thither, but to 
ufer death to do her this piers of ſervice: for by him, who - 


ms dead, and is alive, ſhe was delivered from the ſecond 1 


; 


— 


aN recompence is made 


which 


death; 


| 


death; What then ãs the frſt death to the ſecondꝰ 
ſerateh of the hide of a finger, to the endleſs ſecond death. 


All which, I hope, doth not ſo much. mitigate and allay your 


| yu 
| 2 ſelt, and the hope ye have of the fruitivn 6f that fame 
the 
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And now ſhe ſitteth for eternity meal- ee, in very conſide- 
rable land. which hath more than four ſummers in the yer, 
O what ſpriag- time is there even the ſmelling of the odounm 
of that great and eternally blooming Roſe of Sharon for ever 
and ever? What a ſinging life is there? there is not a dumb 
bird in all:thatJarge held; hut all ſing and breathe out heaven, 
joy, glory, dominion, to the high Frince of that ne found 
land: and verily the land is the ſweeter, that©Jeſus' Chrift 


paid-fo-dear= rent for it, and he is the glory of the land: 


grief, for her part (as truly this ſhould ſeem ſufficiem) as 
the unerring expectation of the dawning of that 


ing and kingdom to your own ſoul ; certair | pdf 
it; when things look fo dark-like on both kingdoms, muſt be 
an exceeding great qui kning to languiflfihg iptrits, who are 
far from home while we are here. What milery,'to have beth a 
bad way alFthe day, and no hope of lodging at night? But he 
hath taken up your lodging for you.” F cali fay no more now; 
but I pray, that the very God of peace may” eſtabl;ſh your 
heart to the end. I reſt, & MOTT. ESI £36773 BEENTT: 5 1 s | 

London\ Feb. Madam, Tous Ladiſhip's at al reſpeſtiue 

24. 16465. bbellience in the Tord, S. R. 
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Cap urrite nothing for the preſent concerning” theſe rimes | 
(whatever others may think) but that which" ſpeaketh 
wrath and judgment to thele*Kipgdoms, If ever ye; or any, 
of- that land, received the'poſpet in the truth; (as I am con- 
fidenv ye and they did) there i Here a great departure from 
that faith, and our ſufferings are not yet at an end: However 
1 dare testi and die for it, that one htiſt was revealed: 
in the power of his excellency and glory to tlie ſaints there, W: 
and in Scotland, of wbich 1725 2 vin itneſs N God none 

deceive ybu, or take the crown from you. Hell or the 
onee done ãmongit you: it may . be, that I am incapable o 
new light, and cannot feceive that ſpirit whereof” ſome vaw- 
ly boaſt ; butthat which was from the begiſming, a => 

1225 ; 


> 


0 Fpiſt. 52. 

have heard, which we have ſoen with our eyes, which we 
e looked” upon, and our bande have bandled, even ss 
„Lud of liſe 18.4 1. 2, 3. hath been deelared to you: Thou- | 
7 nds of thouſands, walking in that light and that good old 
: my, have gone to heaven, and are now* before the thron2 ; 
bd 
b 
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truth is but one, and hat na numbers. Chriſt and antichriſt 
ne both now in the camp, and are pome to open blows : 
0 Il Chriſt's poor ſhip ſaileth in "tas lea of , the —— 
. ve fo ſea-ſick 672 a high fever, that they miſcal one another 
Christ (1 hope) ſhall bring che broken bark to land: I had 

it ncher ſwim for lite and deathon an old plank, or a broken 
15 board, to land with Chrilt; than enjoy the rotten! peace we 

ur have hitherto had. It is like, the Lord will take a ſeyere courſe 
* Wl with us, to cauſe the children of the family agree together, 
00 YN boonceive that Chriſt hath a great deſign of free grace-to 
Nc ctheſe Lands; but his wheels muſt move oyer mountains and 
af weis. He never yet wooed a Bride on earth, but in blood, 
in fire, and in che: wilderneſs. A eroſs of our own chuſing, 
boneyed and ſugard with conſolations, we cannot haye : I 
he think not much of a croſs, when all the children of the houſe 
weep with me and for me ;- and to ſuffer when we'c * 


E | communton'of ſaints? is not much; but jt is hard Whew 
our f rjopee in the ſuffering: of ſaints," and redecined* ones hits 
e even gouigh wthate redeemed obes. I confels, I im- 


zined; there hd no more been ſuch arraMiRion du earthf or 
wthe' world, chat that-one elect angel ſhould fight agaĩnſt a 
tother?; bat: fbr {contempt of the communion of ſaints, we 
kareinced of evi born: croſles, ſearce ever heard of before: : 
tas ſaints are not Chriſt, there is no miſ-judging in him 
dere is much ind and a doubt it is, if we ſhall have full 
me heart; till we enjoy one heaven: our ſtar-· lighe hideth us 
om our ſelves, and hideth us one from another, and Chriſt 
of. dem usalt; but he will not be hidden from us. I hall wiſh 
tom thavi all che duns of our Father in that land be of one mind, 
erer, d chat they be not ſhaken nor moyed from the truth once 
A Mettivetl/ Chriſt was in that goſpel, aq Chriſt is the lame 
here, that he as in the Peietes time; that goſpel cannot ſink, 
| will maks:you free and bear you out:  Chrilt,* the Subject 


he fit,” is che Chaſer of God; and cometh from Bosrab, with 
hath Wh ments d ed i blood: Leland: and Scotland _ 
dle of i field; in which be. fliall feed and garker lilies: ſuppoſe 


lohn yer it is impoſſthſe y that ſome had an eternity of 
a. eland, and. Greer — „ and beet 


4 N.. 


* 


| + - not a drahm- weight of gall be leſs in your cup: and ye would 


| that the apples and ſweet fruits, which grow on that crabed 


484 Mr. Rutherfoord”s Epiſt. 53. 
fat things for ever more in Ireland, and one ſhould never cume 
to heaven, it ſhould be a deſirable lite 3 the King's ſpiknard, 
Chriſt's perfume, his apples of love, his ointments, even 
don in this lower houlg of clay, are a choice heaven: O 
I what then is the King in his own land, where chere is ſucha 
throne, ſo many kings; palaces ten thouſand thouſands qt 
ocrowns of glory, that want heads yet to fill them! O ſo much 
leiſure as ſhall be there to ſing! O ſuch a Tree as groweth 
there in the midſt of that paradiſe, Where the inhabitants ſing 
eternally under its branches To look in at a window, and ſee 
the branches burdened with the apples of lite, to be the laſt 
man that ſhall come in thither, were too much for me. I pray 
you remember me to the Chriſtians there, and remember our 
Private covenant. Grace be with you. _ - + - 
Lenden, Apr. 17. Tour Friend, in the Lud 
"PRI 1646. „ $4} X75 n „ 36 : Feſas, ON R. '7 
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| ; ER learned lor hr A 
Jon ye have learned long ago, ere I knew any thing of 
I Awilt.chatif we 2 our OWN — would 
either have Lau- ſurꝭty for freedom from it, or then we would 
bavg it honyed and ſugard with comſorts, ſo as the ſweet MY — 
ſhould, oygr-maſter the gall and wormwoeds» - Qbriſt knoweth I. 
how to breed the {ons of his houſe, and ye will give him leave | 
to take his own way; of diſpentition with you ;- and though 
it be rough, forgive him; he defieth you to have as much 
patience to him, as he bath born to you. I am ſure there cans 
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not deſire he ſhould both afli& you, and hurt your ſoul.- When 
his poope cannot have a providence of ſilk and roſes, they 
ſt be, content with ſuch an one as be carveth out for them: 
ye would not go to heaven but with company, and ye may 
Sar 7 w 2 of Fax yr who wet before 1 - 
t blood, ſufferings, and many afflictions; nay, Chri 
9 went In — the door · threſhold of paradile, 
bleeding to death. I do not think but ye have learned to 
tho ye (as others) be naturally ſtiff; and that ye have found 


tree of the croſs, are as ſweet as it is ſowre to bear it; eſpe- 


cially conſidering, that Chriſt hath born the whole compleat 


aal, apd his aints bear pur bits apd. chips; as the. Apo 
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O to ſuck thoſe breaſts of full conſolation above, and to drink 
Chriſt's new wine up in his Father's houſe, is ſome greater 
matter than is believed Since it was brewed: from eternity 
for the Head of the houſe, and ſo many thouſand crowned 
kings; rubs in the way, where the lodging is fo good, are 
rot much. He that brought again from the dead, the great 
Shepherd of the ſheep, by the blood of the eternal Covenant, 
fabfiſh you to the end. | 


ane MW faith, The remmants or leavings of the croſs, I judge you ten | | f 
ard, W thouſand. times happy, that ever ye was grace's debtor; for 4 
ven certainly Chrilt hath ingaged You over head and ears to free | | 
:O0 IN grace; and take the debt with you to eternity, Immauuels 1 
ch a higheſt Land, where ye find before you a houſefull of Chriſt's 4 
TW"; everlaſting debtors, the leſs ſhame to you: Yea, and this ' 
uch lower kingdom of grace is but Chriſt's hoſpital and gueſt- 4 
eth WM houſe of ſick folks, whom the brave and noble Phyſi-ian Chriſt | 
ling bath cured, upon a venture of life and death: And it ye be 
ſee WM near the water-fide (as | know ye are) all that I can ſay is this, l 
laſt W Sir, That I feel by the ſmell of that land, Which, is before you, 
ray Wl that it is a goodly country, and it is well paid for to your 
our band; and he is before you, who will heartiiy welcome you. 

14 
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London, May 15. | by” Tour friend and ervant 


To bis reverend and worthy Brother, Mr. George Gilleſpie. A 


Reverend and dear Brother, | B 
Cannot ſpeak to you; the way ye know, i is free 
[ and not ſtopped, the print of the footſteps of the 


: > 9 


arerun- 
rer is clear and manifeſt, many have gone before you: Ye will 
not ſleep long in the duſt before the day break; it is a far 
ſhorter piece of the hinder- end of the night to you, than to 
Abraham and Moſes; beſide all the time of their bodies reſt- 
ing under corruption, it is as long yet to their days to 
your morning - light of awaking to glory; Though their ſpi- 
rits, having the advantage of yours, have had now the fore- 
{tart of the ſhore before you. I dare ſay nothing againſt his 
diſpenſation; I hope to follow quickly: the. heirs, that are 
not there before you, are poſting with haſte after you, and 
none ſhall take your lodging over your head. Be not heavy, 
the life of faith is now called for; doing was never reckoned * 
in your accounts, (though Chriſt in and by you hath dane 
wore, than by twenty, yea, 5 gray-haired and 5% 
, 4 


1y paſtors) believing now is your laſt: look to that word, 
Gal. ii. 20. Nevertheleſs Ilive, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth* in 
mne. Ye know the I that liveth, and the I that liveth not; it 
is not ſingle Te that liveth, Chriſt by law liveth in the broken 
debtor; it is fot a life by doing or holy walking, but the liys 
ing of Chriſt in you. i ye look to your ſelf as divided from 
- Chriſt, ye muſt be more than heavy: all your wants (dear 
Brother) be upon him; ye are his debtor, grace muſt ſum and 
ſubſcribe your accounts as paid: ſtand not upon items, and 
ſmall or little ſfan&ification ; ye know, inherent holineſs mult 
ſtand by, when imputed is all. I fear the clay-houſe is 2 
taking down and undermining 3 but it is nigh the dawning, 
look to the eaſt, the dawning of the glory is near: your Cube 
is good company, and knoweth all the miles, and the ups and 
downs in the way; the nearer the morning the darker, Some 
traveller ſeeth the city twenty miles off, and at a diſtance ; 
and yet within the eighth part of a mile he cannot ſee it. It is 
all Keeping, that ye would now have, till ye need it; and if 
ſenſe and truition come. both at once, it is not your loſs ; let 
- Chriſt tutor you, as he thinks good, ye cannot be marred 
nor miſcarry in his hand. Want is an excellent qualification ; 
and no money, no price, to you, (who, I know, dare not glory 
in your own righteouſneſs) is fitneſs warrantable enough to 
"caſt your ſelf upon him, who juſtifieth the ungodly, Some 
ſee the gold once, and never again till the race's end; it is 
coming all in a ſum together, when ye are in a more gracious 
capacity te tell it than nor: Te are not come to the maunt 
- that burneth with fire, nor unto blackneſs, darkneſs, and t 2 
peſt; but ye are ceme to mount Zion, unto the cigy*of the liu- 
ing God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable com- 
' pany of angels, to the general aſſembly. and church af the fuſt- 
Horn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge 
all, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and to. Jeſus th! 
Mediator of the new covenant, and tothe blood of ſprantling, 
&c. Ye muſt leave the wife to a more choice Husband, and 
the children to a better Father. If ye leave any teſtimony to 
the Lord's work and covenant, againſt both malignants and 
ſectaries, (which I ſuppoſe may be needful) let it be unde: 
your hand, and ſuhſeribed before faithful witneiſſes. 
St. Andrews, Sept. 27. Tour lowing and afflite a 
1 W +" * ,. Brother, S. A. 
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| To Miflreſs GILLESPIE. 

Dear Sifter, | | . ; 
J Have heard how the Lord hath viſited you, in removing 

the Child Archibald + I hope ye ſee, the ſetting down of 
the weight of your confidence and affection upon any created 
thing, whether husband or child, is a deceiving thing; and 
that the creature is not able to bear the weight, but ſinketh 
down to very nothing under your confidence : and therefore 
ye are Chriſt's debtor for all providences:of this kind, even 
in that he buildeth an hedge of thorns in your way; for ſo ye 
ſee his gracious intention is to ſave you (if I may ſay ſo) whe- 
ther ye will or not. It is a rich mercy, that the Lord Chꝛxiſt 
will be Maſter of your will and of your delights, and that his 
way is ſo fair, for landing of husband and children before-hand, 
in the cauntry whitherto ye are journying. No matter how 
little ye ge ingaged to the world, fince ye have ſuch experience 
of croſs dealing in it; had ye been a child of the houſe, the 
world would have dealt more warmly with its own: there 
is leſs of you out of heaven, that the child is there, and the 
husband is there, but much more that your Head, Kinſman and 
Redeemer doth fetch home ſuch as are in danger to be loſt; 
and from this time forward, fetch not your comforts from ſuch 


muſt not be the creature that ſhall hold when he draweth. 
Truly, to me your caſe is more comfortable, than if the firę- 
tide were well-pleniſhed with ten children: the Lord ſay ye 
was able, by his grace, to bear the loſs of husband and child:; 
and that ye are that weak and tender, as not to be able to (tand 
under the mercy of a gracious husband living and flouriſhing 
in eſteem with authority, and in reputation for godlineſs and 
learning: for he knoweth, the weight of theſe mereies would 
cruſh you and break you; and as there is no ſearching out of 
bis underſtanding, ſo be hath skill to know, what providence 
will make Chriſt deareſt to you; and let pot your heart ſay, It 
is an iI-mailed diſpenſation. Sure Chriſt, who hath ſeven eyes, 
had before him the good of a living busband and cbildren 
tor Margaret Murray, and the good of a removed husband 
and children tranſlated to glory: now he hath opened his de- 
Cree to you; ſay, Chrift hath made for me a wiſe and graci- 
as choice, and I have not ene werd to ſay on the contrary. Let 
evt your heart charge any thing, nor. unbelief libel inguries 
upon Chriſt; becauſe he will not let you alone, nor give you 
82 x leave 
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broken eiſterns and dry wells; if the Lord pull at the reſt, e 
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Jeave to play the idolatreſs with ſueh as have not that right 
to your love that Chriſt hath. I ſhould wiſh, at the readin 
of this, that ye may fall down and make a ſurrender of thoſe 
that are gone, and theſe that are yet alive, to him: And for 
you, let him have all; and wait for himſelf, for he will come 
and will not tarry : live by Faith, and the peace of God guard 
your heart; he cannot die whoſe ye are. My wife tuffers 

with you, and remembreth her love to you. 

St. Andrews, Aug. 1659. Tour Brother in Chriſt, S. R. 

ll ö IE * 2 a 

To the worthy and much henvured, Colonel Gilbert Ker. 

Much b:nmured and truly worthy, -+ 

I Hope I ſhall not need to ſhew you; that ye are in greater 
I hazard trom your ſelf and your own ſpirit, which would 
be wat:hed over, (that your aRings for God may bella, 
Apiritual, purely for God, for the Frince of the kings of the 
earth) than ye can be in danger from your enemies, O how 
hard is it, to get the intentions ſo cut off from, au raiſed a 
bove the creature, as to be without mixture of creature and 
carnal intereſts, and to have the ſoul in heavenly actings only, 
only eying himſelf, and acting from love to God, revealed 
to us in Jeſus Chriſt! Ve will find your ſelf, your delights, 
your ſolid glory (far above the air and breathings of mouths, 
and the thin, ſhort; poor applauſes of men) before you in God. 
All the creatures;-all the ſwords, all the hoſts in Britain, and 
in this poor globe of the habitable world, are but under him 
ſingle cyphers making no number, the product being nothing, 
but painted men, and painted ſwbrds in a bred, without in- 
Auence from him: And, O what of God is in Gideon's ſword, 
when it is the ſword of the Lord! I wiſh a {word from 
heaven to you, and orders from heaven to you to go out, and 
as much peremptorineſs of a heavenly will, as to ſay and a- 
bide by it, I will not, I ſhall not go out, except thou go with me. 
deſire not to be raſh" in judging ; but l am a ſtranger to 
the mind of Chriſt, if our adverſaries, who have unjuſtly 
invaded us, be not now in the camp of thoſe that make war 
with the Lamb, but the Lamb ſhall overcome them at length; 
for he is the Lord of lords and King of kings, and they who 
are with him are called, and choſen; and faithful: And though 
ye and I ſee but the dark ſide of God's diſpenſations this day to- 
wards Britain, yet the fair, beautiful and deſirable cloſe of it 
muſt be the confederacy of the nations of the world with 
Britans Lord of armies And let me die in the comforts — 
en vi \ 
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the faith of this, that a throne ſhall be ſet up for Chriſt in this 
idand of Great Britain (which is and ſhall he a garden more 
fruitful of trees of 4 er e and payeth and ſhall pay 
more thouſands to the Lord of the Vineyard, than is paid in 
thrice the bounds of Great Britain upon the earth) and then 
there can be neither Papiſt, Prelate, Malignazt, nor SeRary, 
who dare draw a ſword againſt him, that n ; 
throne. Sir, I ſhall wish a clean army, ſo far as may be, | 
that the ſhout of a King, Who hath many crowns, may be a- | 
mong you; and that ye 1 fight in faith, and prevail with 
God firſt. Think it your glory, to have a ſword to act, and 
ſuffer, and die (if it pleaſe him) fo being ye may add any 
thing to the declarative glory of Chriſt, the Plant of renown, . 
Immanuel, God with us: Happy and thrice. bleſſed are they ? 
by whoſe a&ings, or blood, '6r pain, or tofs; the diadem and 4 
rubies of his higheſt and glorious crown (whoſe ye are) ſhall. 
zliter and ſhine in this quarter of the habitable world: 
Ibough he need not Gilbert Ker, nor his ſword; yet this 
honour haye ye with his redeemed ſoldiers, to call Chriſt 
High Lord General, of whom ye hope for pay, and all areers 
well told. Go on, worthy Fir, in the courage of faith, follaw- 
ing the Lamb: make not haſt unbelievingly; but in hope and 

filence keep the watch-tower and look out; he will come in 
his own timef his ſalyation thall not tarry, he ſhall place ſal- 
ntion in Britain's Zion for Iſrael's glory. His gc who , 
«wy in the Buſh and it burnt not, be yours, and with. you. 

am | . 3 
d. Andr. Aug. 10. 1650. | Tours in his ſweet Lord Je ſus, S. R- 
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To the worthy and much honoured, Colonel Gilbert Ker. 
Much honoured and worthy Sir, * 
Hat I wrote to you before, I ſpakenot upon any privat 
warrant: I am where I was; Cromwell and his arm 
(1 ſhall not ſay, but there may be, and are ſeveral ſober and - 
zodly amongſt them, who have either joined through miſ- 
information, or have gone alongſt with the reſt in the ſim pliz.. 
ity of their hearts, not knowing any thing) fight in an unjuſd. 
cule, againſt the Lord's ſecret ones; and now, to the tramp- 
ling of the worſhip of God, and perlecuting the people of, 
Cod in England and Ireland, he hath —5 25 upon his ſcore... 
the blood of the people of God in Scotland. I intreat you, 
Dear Sir, as ye defire to be ſerviceable to Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
lee grace prevented you, when ye were his enemy, go on 
Gg 3 with 
Is 
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Nets Me, Retherfaora's: Boil; 58; 
without fainting, equally eſchewing all mixture with Se&eries. 
and Malignants ; neither of the two ſhall ever be inſtrumen - and 
tal to ſave the Lors people, or build his houſe : And with- opp 
out propheſying, or 48 ing further than he, whole Jam, vou 
and whom I delire to ſerye in the Goſpel of his Son, ſhall, MW gur 
warrant, I deſire to hope, and do believe, there is a glory, 82 
and a majeſty of the Prince of the kings of the earth, that ¶ fat 
mall ſhine and appear in Great Britain, which ſhall darken all, N & t 
the glory of men, confound SeFaries and Mal:gnants, and; lic 
rejoice the ſpirits of the followers of the Lamb, and dazle. W don 
the eyes of the beholders. Sir, I ſuppoſe that God is to ge” Wl hi 
ther Malignants and Sectaries, ere all be done, as ſheaves, in, WW rt 
a barn- floor; and to bid the daughter of Zion, ariſe and; jud: 
threſh: I hope ye will mix with none of them: I am. abug- I the 
cantly ſatisfed, that our army, through the ſinful miſcarriage I beli 

men, hath fallen ; and daxe ſay, it is a better and a more 2rd 
eomfortable diſpenſation, than it the Lord had given us the N (wh 
victory, and the necks of the roproachers of the way of God, I iper 

cauſe he hath done it: For, 1. More blood, blaſphemies, I for i 

aclty, treachery, muſt be upon the accounts gf the men, ate 
Whole. land the Lord forbid us to invade. 2. Victory is ſuch Ver 
a hürdening and weighty mercy, that we have not ſtrength I got 
to bear it as yet. 3. That was not the army, nor Gideos's I ſtim 
three hundred, by whom he is to ſave us. We muſt have ove all 


4 [ 


of the Lo d's carying. 4. Our enemies on both ſides are: W Mal 


1 


not enough Kaxdncd, nor we enough mortified to multitude, I told 


. valour and creatures. Grace, grace be with you. „ enn 
ene, Sept. j. len friend and fun in bis rb 
in „ "8 FG _ ſweet Lord Feſus, S. R.. beit 
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— To the werthy and much honoured, Colonel Gilbert Ker. Ie 
\ F 0 
li Much honcured and werthy Sir, 
| 
f 
| 
| 


* 
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I is conſiderable, that the Lord may, and often doth call W te d 
to a work, and yet hide himſelf, and try, the faith 0: his, va 


bn: If I conceive aright, the Lord hath called you to a& MW jt a 

© againſt that enemy; and the withdrawers of their, ſword, in WM take: 
weak apprehenſion, add their zeal unto, and take upon Wok 
tfiem the guilt of that unjuſt invaſion: of this land. made by 4% 
| _ Gomwel's army, and of the blood of the Lord's people in I beat 
| _ this kingdom; fince the ſword, put into the hand of bis chi- I But 
en, is to execute wrath and vengeance upon evil - doers: Wi: n 
he Lord's time of appearing for his broken land, is reſer- Ne, 


7 * = 


ed te the breathings of the. Spirit of the Lord, ſuch a5 Wire 
VE to he _breathings of the Spirit the. Lord, boa 


. } 
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e: came upon Gideon and Sampſom, and that is an act of princely, 
- If and, royal ſoyercignty in God. Ye are, Sir, to lay hold on 
th- opportunities of providence, and to wait for him: as for. 
m,. vour particular treating by your ſelves with the invaders of 
all. WY our land, I have no mind to it, and do look upon their way 
ry Sa carrying on of the nem of iniquity ( for Babylon, is 2, 
bat bat of many names.) Sir, let this controverſie ſtand undecid- 
all, ad till the ſecond appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, and our appeal- 
awd, lie before the throne undiſcuſſed till that day, I hope to lie 
ale. down in the grave, in the faith of the juſtnels of our cauſe. 
ga- hiſpeak nothing of the maintaining the greatneſs of men, 
1 tot ſubordinate to the Prince of the kings of the earth, I 
judge that the blood of the witnelles of Jeſus is fourd upon 
the skirts of this Society, as well as in Babylon's skirts: I 
believe the way of the Lord kg Guyert Ker's ſtrength 
ard glory; and I ſhould be content to want my part of h 
which is, I confeſs, precious and dear in Chriſt) ſo he 
pent in the ſervice of him, who will anon make inquiſition 
or the blood of the truly godly,” which theſe men bave ſhed, 
iter fair warning that they were the. godly ,of Scotland. 
Worthy Sir, believe, faint not, ſet. your ſhoulder. under the, 
2'ory of Jeſus, that is miſprized in Scotland, and give a te- 
timony for him; he hath many names in Sgotlaud, who ſhall” 
walk with him in white. I his deſpiſed Covenant ſhall ruin 
Malignant s, Sectaries and Atheiſis: Yet a little while, and be- 
bold he cometh, and walketh in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, 
ad his garments dyed with blood. Ob for the ſad and ter- 
1b/2 day. of the Lord upon Eagland, their ſhips of Tarſbiſh, 
their fencell cities, Cc. becauſe of a broken Covenant | A 
conterence with the enemy, not to hinder acting, (O that 
tie Lord would thereby, or ſome other way, remove the 
could that is over you) if authority -wouid concur, were to 
be deſired; but it can hardly be expected: however, in the 
nay of duty, and in the ſilence of faith, go on; if 7 | tar 7 
e are the firſt of the creation, with whom the Lord hath 
ken that diſpenſation. I ſhould. humbly deſire you, Sir, te 
yok. to that, Dying, and behold we live; killed all the 
dey leng,, and yet more than conquerors: There ſhall be the 
. warmneſs of life in your graves, and buried bones: 
but look not for the Lord's coming the higher way only, for 
be may come the lower way. Ohe little of God do we 
er and how myſterious is he! Chriſt knawn is amongſt the 
bieate't ſecrets of God. Keep your ſelf in the love of God, 
G 8 4 % and 
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and in order to that, as far in obedience and ſubje&ion to the 


king, (whole ſalvation and true happineſs my ſoul deſireth) 


and to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, and to the 

fundamental laws of this kingdom, as your Lord requireth, 

Hir, ye are in the hearts and prayers of the Lord's pore in 
th 


this kingdom, and in the other two: The Lord ſaid, 
There is a bleſſmg in the cluſter of grapes, deſtroy it not. 
Grace, grace be upon the head of him that is ſeparated from 
his brethren ; and the good-will of him that , wars in the 
buſh be witf you: 2 
Perth, Mv. 23. Tour ſervant in bis ſweet Lord 
{be 1 Jeſis, S. R. 


To the worthy and much honoured, Colonel Gilbert Ker. 
Mach honoured and werthy Sir, © 
T Know not why the peopye of God ſhould not take notice 
of the bonds of any who have blood in readineſs to he 


let out for his cauſe: And I judge, it was not of you, that 


ye died not in the undecided controverſie, which the Lord of 
the whole earth hath with the men, whom he hath ſent againſt 
us. Dear and much honoured in the Lord, Let me intreat 
you to be far from the thoughts of leaving this land : I fee it, 
and find it, that the Lord hath covered the whole land with 
a cloud in his anger; but though I have been tempted to the 
like, I had rather be in Scotland, beſide angry Jeſus Chrift, 
knowing he mirdeth no evil to us, than in any Eden or gar- 
den in th earth. If we can remain united with the Lord's 
remnant in the land, he layeth up wrath for all ſorts of ad- 
verlaries in Britain. Though I never ſee the glory of his 
gliſtering ſword ſhining in Britain, I would be ſolaced in the 
innocent thoughts (far from revenge) that the ſaints ſhall dip 
their feet in the blood of the {lain of the Lord. And truly, 
Sir, I ſuppoſe, ye cannot but come to theſe thoughts and 
weak deſires before the Hearer of prayers, for as little as ye 
think of, and value your ſelf: For me, if I could mind you 
in your bonds, I purpoſe not to ſtand to the account ye give, 
or thoughts ye have of your {elf ; tho* I knowy ye are not 2 
whit more or leſs before him (who weigheth his own accor- 


ding to the 1 of imputed righteouſneſs) for my appre- 
Chri 


henlions. cannot miſtake you, men may; and the 


 calulation and eſteem of free grace, maketh you to be what 
| pe are. I hope to ſee you an everlaſtingly obliged debtor to 

im, whom ye ſhall praiſe, but never pay: And * ye 
| SA | | ay 
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have no riches but that debt; and I know ye love to be en- | 
gaged to ſeſus Chriſt, the molt excellent of Creditors. Much -* | 
joy and ſweetneſs may ye have in ſtanding written in his book: ' 
| efire to do it my ſelf, and T would have you allo highly to 
eſteem the deſign of Chriſt, who hath raiſed the riches of the 
glory of ſo much grace, above the circle of the heaven of hea- * 
vens, out of very nothings ; and contrived his thoughts of 
love, ſo that lumps of glorified clay ſhould ſtand before him 
for all ages, the burdens and loaden debtors of tree, eter- 
ally free grace. Sir, yo cannot calt the count of the rents of 
your ſo great inheritance of glory. Grace be with you. - 
Edinburgh, May 18. = Tour ſervant in his own. , 
; 1651. * | Lord Feſus, S. R. 1 


. 


Ti the much bonoured and truly worthy, Colonet G. K E R. 
Habakkuk ii. Verſe 3, 4. 
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Much honoured and worthy Sir, 5 
Our chains now ſhine as much for Chriſt, the cauſe be- 
ing his, as your ſword was made famous in acting for | | 
that caule : and bleſſed are ſuch as can willingly tender to 
Chriſt both action and blood, doing and ſuffering. Reſiſting ' | | 
unto blood is little for that prectous, and never-enough ales 
Redeemer, who, when ye were a ouying, gave Blood ſome- 
what dearer than ye gave for him, even the Blood of God, As 
xz. 28. I know a man, who, upon the receipt of a letter, that 
ye were killed, and the people of God deſtroyed, wiſhed, | 
that he might be quickly under the wall of the higher palace, | 
from under the dint of the ſtorm, and who longed to have the 
weather-beaten and crazy bark ſafely landed in that harbour * ! 
of eternal quietneſs, What farther ſervice Chriſt hath for 
you, I'know not; it is enough, that in your captivity ye of- 
fer your ſervice to Chriſt : but if I ſee any thing, it looks like 
2 merciful defeat. I fee the nobles, and the ſtate falling off '|} 'M 
from Chriſt, and the night coming upon the prophets, which 
we would pray to prevent; becauſe it is a rare thing to ſee a i 
fallen tar win ever up again to the firmament to ſhine : and | 1 
what if this be the thick darkneſs going before the break ofdãy? 1 
dure, Sir, the Sun ſhall riſe upon Scotland; but if I ſhall 2 : 
it, or how near it is to that day, I leave that to him, even unts 
Jebæya b, Who creates upon every dwelling- place in mount Zion, 


and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud, and a ſmoks by day, and the 
EY : ſhining 


_ 
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of 8. flaming fire; by night, But, Sis, the wilderneſs 
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a bone or an arm, to put the erown upon the head of our high- 
eſt King, whoſe chariot 15 payed with love. Were there ten 
thouland-millions of heayens created abovę theſe, higheſt hea- 
vens, and again as many aboye them, and as many aboye them, * 
angels were wearied with counting, it were but too low 
a ſcat to fix the princely throne of that Lord Jeſus (whole ye 
are) aboye. them all: created heayens are too low a ſeat of 4 
ma jeſty for him,. . Since then there is pone equal to your Ma- Il f: 
ſter and Prince, who hath, chaſep out for you, amongſt many fo 
ſufferings for ſin, that only croſs, which cometh neareſt ina Ml #þ 
| likeneſs to his own croſs, watred with conſolations, take bu 
courage, and comfort your ſelf in him, who hath choſen you Wiz 
to glory hereafter, and to conformity with him here : we foie 
would have a croſs of our o- n JOE and would have our 1 
gall and wormwood ſugared, our fire cold, and our death and be 
grave warmed with heat of life; but he, who hath brought de 
many children to glory, and loſt none, is our beſt Tutor. I wiſh, thy 
I when Lam ſick, that he may be Keeper and Comforter. I judge . 
ic a bieſſed tall, that we are forfeited heirs, broken and out — 
of credit, and that Chriſt is become à· Tutor in place the of 1 
Free-will, and that we are no more our on. I am broken and 
waſted with the wrath that is on the land, and have been much 
{ tempted with a deſign to have à paſs from Chriſt, which if | 
Wi I had, I would not ſtay to be a witneſs of our defection, for | 
| no man's intrcaty : but I know it is my ſoftneſs and weakneſs, 80 
$i; who would ever be aſhore, when a fit of ſea - ſickneſs cometh do! 
| 


1 
| 
| 
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| 
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on > though I. know, I fhall, come ſoon enough to that deſirable is | 
HY country, and ſhall not be diſplaced, none ſhall take my lodg- 
| ing. Sir, e eyes are upon you, and the godly are excee- 
| dingly.refrethed; that ye liſten, not to the mays of -many about 
you who, with fair words, make merchandize of fouls. Sir, 
if the way you are in be not the way af Chriſt, then wo to me, 
for I am et:rnally loſt; but truly, the Lord Chriſt's dealing 
| with Colonel Gilbert Ker hath proven to me, that the New 
' Teſtament, and the covenant of grace, is a piece, that a ſolemn 
meeting and aſſembly of all created angels, join all their wits 
together, could not have deviſed. Since, Sir, ye paid nothing 
[ob the change that Chriſt made, and ye will take that debt ot 
free grace toheaven with you (for what was Chriſt Jeſus in- 
debted to you, more than to all your kindred and name?) 

| therefore, ſince ye are made his own, follow no other aſe. 
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496 
and ye ſhall live, and I wilf lay finews upon you, and bring fleſh 
upon yon, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
ye ſhall live. Rev xx. 13. And the ſea gave up the dead that © 


were in it. Berwick muſt render back the Scottiſh captives, 
and Colonel Gilbert Ker with them; Iſa. xliii. 14. For thus | 
Jaith the Lord, your Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael, For your 
ſake, I have ſent to Babylon, and have brought down all their 
_ z-lecs, and the Caldeans, 'whoſe cry is in the ſhips. Deut. Exx. 
4. /f any of them be driven cut to the utmoſt parts of heaven, 
=_ from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence 
wrll — * ther. Tech. viii. 7. Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
Beh ld I will ſave my people from the eaſt- country, and from 
the wel- country, and I will bring them, and they ſhall d well in 
be midft of Jeruſalem, and they ſball be my people, and I 
will be their Ged, in trath and in righteouſneſs. Sir, ye are 
both booked by the Lord, whowriteth up the people, Pl. lxxxvii. 
5; C. and counted to the Lord as one of the houſe and ſtock, 
Pſal. xxii. 30. Fear not, faint not, all your hairs are num- 
bred. It is the deſire of the — God, that as your 
bonds hitherto have been exemplary, to the ſtrengthning of 
| the teeble, and to the ſtopping of the mouth of the adverlary, 
- without any declining to the right or left-hand ; ſo your fuſs 
rings, in the place ye now go to, may be (as we are confi - 
dent in the Lord of you, and in humility boaſt of his grace in 
you) ſavoury, convincing,:and like unto this honourable caule, 
that will prevail in Britain, contrary to all the machinations 
and counſels of devils and men; and tho* there were no other 
ink in the pen I now write with, but ſome dewing of my laſt 
cooling blood, this I purpoſe (his grace, whoſe I am, ena- 
bling me) to ſtand to. Sir, we deſire to adore no inſtruments; 
yet we conceive the ſhining and rays of grace, from the Foun- 
By tain, Jeſus Chriſt, the Fulneſs of the God. bead, beſtowed on 
WH finful men, hold forth the good thoughts of Chriſt to this poor 
land, whoſe multiplied graves, and whoſe ſouls under the al- 
tar, ſlain by ſectaries and malignants, ery aloud to heaven. I 
I ſec nothing, Sir, it the Lord be not near (thouzh 1 dare not ſay 
= i how ſoon) to awake for the year of Zion's controverſie, Iſa. 
iv. 5. Fir my ſword ſhall be bathed in heaven; behold, it 
fhall come down upon England, and the refidue of his enemies 
in Scotland. Mo is me tor England, that land ſhall be ſoaked 
with blood, and their duſt made fat with fatneſs ; that pleaſant 
land ſhall be a wilderneſs, and the duſt of their land pitch; 2 
judgment upon their walled towns, their pleaſant field their 
* | rong 
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ing and behold we live, as chaſtned and yet not killed. Nei- 


{ſtrong ſhips, Cc. if they do not repent. Ye have not, I con- 
8 en ſuch Carching and trying times, as now theſe are; 
and yet the queſtion will be-drawn to a more narrow ſtate, 
and multitudes will yet leave the cauſe { for we took all in to 
the covenant, that offered to build with us, but Chriſt muſt 
have but a ſmall remnant; few nobles if any, few miniſters, 
few profeſſors, though our * ſtandeth unchanged, 2 Cr. vi. 
8. By honour and diſpenour, by good report and evil report, as 
decervers and yet true, as unknown and yet well known, ag dy- 


ther is this your condition alone, but the experienced lot of all 
the ſaints, that have gone before you: it is one and the ſame 
croſs of Chriſt; but there be ſundry faces, and diverſe cireum. 
ſtances in the ſame © remnant, the ſufferings of Chriſt and yours. 
Sir, to be delivered to ſoldiers, and in captivity, look like his 
ſuff-ring, of whom Iſaiab ſaith, Chap. liii. 8. He was taken i 
frem priſon, and from judgment; yea, and taken bound, Job. 
viii. 1. When the cauſe is the truth of God, the luſtre and 
face of luffering is ſo much the more lovely, that it hath the 
bew and colour of Chriſt's ſufferings, who endured contradi- 
ion of ſinners, and deſpiſed the ſhame: O it is a great word, 
Chriſt ſhamed, and Chrift abaſed ! but thus was the Head, and 
ſo are the members dealt with in the world; and truly any * 
thing of Chriſt, even the worſt of him (to ſpeak fo) his re- 
proach. and ſhame, are lovely. Though ſuperſtitious love to 
the material croſs he ſuffered upon, be foolery ; and doting 
upon the holy grave, be curſed idolatry ; yet is there a com- 
munion with him in his ſufferings molt deſirable, 1 Pet. iv. 
15. But rejoice in as much as ye are partakers of Chrift' s ſuffe- 
rings: in which ſenſe, the cup that his lip touched, hath the 
ſweeter taſte, even though death were in it; the grave, becauſe 
he did lie in it, is ſo much the ſofter, and the more refreſhful © 
2 bed of reſt; and that part of the sky and clouds, that the 
Beloved ſhall break through, and come to judgment, is as 
lovely a piece of the created heaven as any is, if we may love 
1 come he goeth on the better: but all this is to be, under- 
od in a ſpiritual manner. The Lord calleth you, Sir (upon 
whom the Spirit of God and his glory reſteth) to put your 
ſoul's Amen to this diſpenſation; and requireth of us, that our 
deſires follow the now declared decree of God, concerning the 
deſolation of our ſinful land, ſo many ways guilty of à delpited nh 
goſpel, and a broken covenant, and that with all ſubmiſfion: 
certainly no man hath failed more in this thing, than he 2 
A! : 2 0 wr 8 
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writeth to you; for have brought my health in great hazard, 
and tormented my ſpirit with exceſſiye grief, for our preſent 
Provocations, and the rentings of our Kirk; and I ſee it is 2 
ing of, and a bold pleading againſt him, apen whoſe 
ſhoulder the government is, Iſa. Xxii. 22. The Father hath 
put a glorious truſt upon Chriſt, Verſ. 23. And I will faſten 
im as nail in a ſure place, and be ſhall be for a glorious throne 
to bis Father's houſe. Verſ. 24. And they ſball ang upon him 
all the glory of bis Father's houſe, the, offspring and the iſſue, 


all veſſels fog quantity, from the veſſels of cups even to all 


the veſſels of flagons. Our unbelieving apprehenſions do ſo 
proſperity of enemies in an evil caule, that we 
wreſtle with defeats, ſpoiling, captivity of the godly, killing 


of his people, the waſting of our land, ſtarving and famiſh- 


ing of the kingdom, which is worſe than the ſword; but this 


is a ſinſul contradicting of the Lord's revealed decree : His 
wiſdom ſaith, Spoiling 8 is beſt for Scotland; and 
we ſay, Not; and ſo accuſe Chriſt of miſgovernment, and of 
not being true to the truſt put upon him: but ſince he doch 
not drag the government at his heels, but hat h it upon his ſboul- 
der; and ſince the Nail faſtned in a ſure place cannot be bro- 
ken, nor can the ſmalleſt veſſol fail to find ſweet ſecurity ig 
dependence upon him; ſince all the weight of heaven and 
earth, of redeemed ſaints and confirmed angels, is upon bis 
Moulder, I am a fool, and bruitſu to ĩimagine, that I ean add 
any thing to Chriſt's ſpeeial care of, and tenderneſs to his peo- 
ple He who keepeth the haſons and knives of his houſe, and 

ingeth the veſſels back again-to-the ſecand temple, Exra i. 
8, 9, 10. muſt have a more tender care of his redeemed ones, 
than of a ſpoon, or of Peter's, old ſhoes, which yet muſt not be 
loſt in his captivity, Ad, Ali. g. O for grace to ſuffer Chriſt 


to tutor his own minors and young beirs But we cannot en- 


dure ta be under the actings of his government; we love too 
much to be our on. O bow. ſweet to be wholly Chriſt's, 
and wholly in Chriſt To be out of che creature g oning, and 
made compleat in Chriſt, fo live n and to be 
once for all, elot het ith the ereated majeſty and glory of the 


| San of God, wherein he makes all his friends and followers 


ſnarers! To dwell in Immanue ls high and bleſſed land, 4nd 
live in that ſweeteſt air,where no wind bloweth,but the breath- 
ings of the-Holy Gboſt; no ſeas or floods flow, but the pure 
Water of life, that proceed eth from under theithrone, and from 
the Lamb, no planting, but the Tree of life, that JO 
: welv 


9 . es | res 
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Fl 
wits every month ! What do we here but 


— 
ds To 


ſay, Cme! Worthy Sir, I mind you to the Hearers of pray- 

er: O help me in taat kind? The Spirit of Jeſus be with 

your ſpixit- | | | | 

1 Andrews, May Tours, in his only, onl ly L or e | 
14, 1651. „ 1 
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To my Lady ,KENMURE. _____ 
Madam, WY | . 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: We are fallen in win- 
nowing and trying times; 9 glad that your breatE 
lerveth you to run to the end, in the ſame condition and way 
wherein ye have walked theſe twenty years paſt; it is eſther 
the way of peace, or we are yet in our fins, and have miſſed 
the way. The Lord (it is true) hath ſtained the pride of all 
our glory; and no laſt of all, the fun hath gone down upon 
any of the prophets ; but ſtumble not, men are men, and 
God appeareth mom and more to be God, and Chriſt is ſtill 
iſt. Madam, Stronger than I am, had almoſt ſtumbled 
me and caſt. me down: But oh what mercy is it, to diſcern 
betwixt what is Chriſt's and what is man's, and what way 
the hew, colour, and luſtre of 'gifts and grace, datle and de- 
ye our weak eyes! Oh to be dead to all things that are be- 


| 


low Chriſt, were it even a created heaven and created grace! 


Holineſs is not 9 -hriſt ; nor are the bloſſoms and flowers of the 
Tree of life, ree it ſelf. * Men and creatures may wind 


bath done much to take out of the way all betwixt. him and 
us; there are not in our way now kings, or armics,or nobles, 
or judicatories, or ſtrong holds, or watchmen, or godly pro- 
{lors : The faireſt things, and moſt eminent in Britain, are 
ined, and have loſt their luſtre; only, only Chriſt, ;keeps 
lis greenneſs and beauty, and remaineth what he was: Oh!! 
if he were more and more excellent to our apprehenſions, than 
ever he was (whoſe excellency is above all apprehenfions) ard 
ſtill. ore and more ſweet to our taſte. 1 care for nothing, if 
ſo be Lwere nearer to him, and yet he flyeth pot from me; I 


tbemſelye between us and Chriſt; and therefore the Lord 


lee from lim, but he purſueth. I hear your Ladiſbip hath 
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Joo Mr. Rutbesfoord's Eßpiſt. 63. 
| | 1 er 
i te lame eſteem of the deſpiſed cauſe and covenant of ove 
Lord, ye had before: Madam, hold you there; I dare and 
| would gladly breathe out my ſpirit in that way, with a near. 
er communion and fellowihip with the Father and the 
and would ſeek no more, but that I might die belieying : 
and alſo | would hope, that the earth hall pot cover the blood J 
of the godly ſlain in Sretiand ; but that the Lord will make 
Inquiſition tor their blood, when the ſufferings of the ſaints 
in theſe lands ſhall be fulfilled. The good-will of him that I ze. 
dwelt in the buſh be with you. 8 . 


P 
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Glaſyon, Sept. 38: e, Ladiſhip's at al bſervanc 
& . 3 in the Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


. ns tart. — — — 
To my Lady K EN MUR E. 

Madam, £4 55 * 

Race, mercy and peace be to you: I know ye think of 

an out- going, and that your quartering in time, and 
your abode in this life, is ſhort ; for we flee away as 4 ſbadem: 
the declining of the ſun, and the lengthning of the ſhadow, ſaith 
our journey is ſhort and near the end; I ſpeak it, becauſe I 
have warnings of my removal. Madam, I know not any againſt 
whom the Lord is not; for he is againſt the proud and lofty; 
the day of the Lord is upon all tbe, ceilars, upon all the > 
anountains, upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wa 
upon all the ſhips of arſbiſh, and upon all pleaſant pittares. 
I know not any thing comparable to a nearneſs and ſpiritual 
communion with the Father and the Son Chriſt : there 1s 

much deadneſs and witheredneſs upon many ſpirits, ſometimes 

Near to God; and I wiſh the Lord haye not more to ſay and 

to do againſt the land. Ye have, Madam, in your accounts, 

. . mercies, deliverances, rods, warnings, plenty of means, . cor- 
- ſofations, when refuge failed, when ye looked on the right- 
hand, and behold no man would know you, nor care for your 
ſoul, when young and weak, manifeſtations of God, the out- 
poings of the Lord for you, experiences, anſwers from the 

Lord; by all which, ye may be comforted now, and confirm. 

ed in the certain that grace, free grace, in a fixed and 

eſtabliſhed Surety, ih e that goog work in you : Hap 

py they, who ice not, and yet believe! 

ln our Lord ſeſus be wi 7 

Edinburg 5 May 27. 5 
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8. He ens e Ment, It r Amok FO now to 
70 ſpeak. L. hear of your weakly cOngition of body „Which 


c _ ſome warning to you, to look for à longer ite, where 
nts thall have more leiſure to praiſe, than time can give 
bat W here: it ſh*t be loſs to many; but ſure, your ſelf, 1 you 
be only free'of any loſs. And truly, conſidering 'what days 7 
ace are now fallen into, if failing were not ſerying of the Poet: 
(nich Lcarhbardly attain) 2 calm harbour were very de 
ben ſtorms äre ſochigh: The Fore - runner, who hath lande 
firſt, muſt help to being? the ſea · beaten veſſel Tafe to the port, 
and the ſick paſſen ers, Who are following the Fore-runner, 
fafe aſhore.. Much deadneſs prevaileth over fonie ; but there is 
of much life in him, who is the reſurrettion and the life, to 


ard quicken. O what of our hid life is without as, and how little 
: 
aith 


and poor a ſtock is in the hand of ſome ! The only wiſe God 


ait ſupply what is wanting; the more ye want; and the more your / 


ic I W joy hath run on, the more is owing to you by the promiſe of 
race : Bygones of watrings from heaven, which your 


bigh England, &c.- ſhall all come in a great ſum together; ; the mar- 
4 nage · ſupper of the Lamb muſt be not marred with too large a 
es four-hours refreſhment. Know; Madam, he who hath tutored 
cul I you from the breaſts, knoweth how to time his own day-, 
e is duni s and lore· viſits Grace that runs on, be with you: 


Imes 5 dt. . andhemo. 75 „r in the Lord, at al e 
a Nan; vuance, S. K. 
2— — — — 
=| | 7 my "Rate K ENMU R E. ; vie 
Guy Confels I have cauſe o b grieved at my lo ence, or 
m the | lazineſs in writipg : I am alſo afflicted to 'L that ſuch, 
ar, who were debtors to your Ladiſbip for better dealing, haye 
Hur ſeryed you with ſuch prevarication : ye know, crouke neſs is 


neither ferong nor long - Enduring; and ye know likewiſe, that, 
theſe things ring not out of the duſt : It is ſweet to look up- 
on the — 3 2 


by a moſt holy Hand in — O if ſome could make peace 


fty 3 - borer wanted in Kenmure, Ruſco, the Weſt, Glaſgow, Edinbibgb, . 


ſinful ſtirrings of the creatures, as ordered 
vith God EK would be h widows and afford us much ve | 


wo 


- —— iet. 


* — * 
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go2 Mr. Ruthenas . 
, if oppreſſors were looked upon as ; apes inſtruinents 

ike the ſaw or ax in the carpenter's ban 
(if ſuch a diſtinction may be admitted) but not commanded 
of God (as Shimei was, 2 Sam. xvi. 10.) to do what they do. 
Madam, Theſe many: years the Lord hath been teaching yog 
> read and ſtudy well the book of holy, holy and ſpotleſs 
Be ), in ſufferidg from ſome nigh and ſome far 
off. Whoever be the inſtruments, the replying of clay to the 
Potter, the Former of all, is unbeſeeming the nothing crea- 
ture: I hope he ſhall clear you: but when Zion's publick evils 
lie not nigh ſome of us, and leave no impreſſion upon our 
hearts, it is no wonder that we be exerciſed with domeſtick 
froubles ; but I know, ye are taught of Gd to prefer. Feruſa- 


lem to your chĩefeſt joy. Madam, There is no cauſe of fainting; 


* 


* the not · tarrying viſion, for it will ſpeak. The only 


wiſe be with you, and God even your own God bleſs 
gu. T Wn a3 6% 4% A TT ' F ; 7 £ þ 5 

St. Andrews, June | Tours in all obſervance in 
ba God, S. R 
— — OY ' 


yy. To. my Lady KENMURE. :, 
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* adam, aon — N * 5 : Cx *þ 

1 Should not forget you; but my deadneſs under a threat- 
pg Meas, bat of a falling Church, a broken Couę- 
nant, a deſpiſed remmant, and crazineſs; af body ( that Ican- 
not get a piecs ſickly clay carried about from one houſe or 
town to another) lies moſt heavy on me: The Lord hath re- 
moved Scctland's crown, for we owned not his crown; we 
fretted at his catholick government of the world, and fretted 
that he would not be ruled and led by us, in breaking ous 
adverſaries ; and he makes us ſuffer and pine away in- our 
iniquities, under the broken government of his houſe. It is 
like, it would be our ſnare, to be tried with the-honour of 
a pexcrable reformation 5. we might mar the carved work 

| houſe, e than thoſe ag ainſt whom we cry out. It 

WI ke be hath idden us lie on our left-fide three hundred and 
= ninety days; and yet fo aſtoniſhing is our ſtupidity, that 
| we moan not our ſore-ſide: Our gold is become dim, the 
Viſage of our Nazarites is become black, the ſun is: gone 
down on our ſeers, the crown is fallen from our head, we 
rore like bears. Lord ſave us from that, He that made them 
will net bave mercy-on- them. The heart of the any 200 


, 


rfoor fs Fpilt. 66. 
; they are bidden 


— 


— — —— ———— 
0 


Epiſt 67. LETTERS 50, 
ditates terror. Oh, Madam, if the Lord would help to %. e 
ſet6qudging „and to make ſure an intereſt in Chriſf ! Ah, ' 


o_ 
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d we frger eternity, * 0 it * Ferre T Grace be | 

o. | with y 1 
Yo "St. Andreie, Novem. fe. © Tour 2 Badiſbip's at al (beck. | 
ls 1657. A eres, T rv ence in ib Bord, S. K. WM 
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8 ee 

ils Modan; rock Þ tua og 0 tha e der 4 

ur Am afhatned of genes to your Lad; 

ck toſſings and of my long Me known w 3 him, ap. w 

a- Je have been eaſt from' the breaſts, and who hach been y 
God of old. The — lofs of creatures, dear * 1 
ly there, may be the more cafily endured, that the pain of 1 n 
ds | whoonly hath immortality; groweth. There is an univerſal #1 
complaint of deadneſs ef fob ſpirit on* al that know God: He 
that writes to you, Madam, is as deep in'this as any, and is 

24 afraid of a ſtrong and hot barrel, before time he 2c 2 cloſe; 


but no matter, if the Lord crown aFwith the victorious 
triumphing of faith. God teache th us by terrible thin 5 in 
righteouſneſs. We fee many things, but we obſerve nothing. 
Our drink is ſowre, gray-hairs are here and there on us; 45 
we change many lords and rulers; but the ſame 4 den ge 
** ſoul and body 2. of We live Hetle le by faith „but much 
a by ſenſe, according to the times, and by bühne porn: - The - 
or | vatchmen ſleep, and the people iſh for lack of knowledge. 
re How can we be enlightned, when we turn our back on the 
We Sun? And muſt we not be withered when we leave the Foun- 
ted J tain? It ſhould be my only defire to be 2 miniſter, giſted 
3 
with the white ſtone, and the new name written on it. F 
judge it were fit (now when tall profeſſors, and when man 
: + ſtars fall from heaven, and Gol po th the iſle of Great 
Britain from veſſel to veſſel,” and * 6 ſit and are fettled 
on on our lees ) to conſider (as. fo I do; but, ah? 
rarely) how irrecoverable a wo it is, to be under a beguile, 
in the matter of eternity ; and what if I, who can have a 
ſubſcribed teſtimony of many, who ſhall ſtand at the right- 
hand of the Judge, ſhall miſs s Chriſt's approving teſtimony, 
and be ſet upon the left-hand among the goats? There is ſuch 
CO Mat. vii. 22. Mat. xxv. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Luke 
iii. 25, 26. And it befals many; and what if it befal me, 
* haye but too much art t cozen my own ſoul and others, 
Hh 2 with 


3218s 


3 — 


* 


Ms: Ratherfoort's ' 


(I have,mainly xelation to my ſelf) we vreſtle little: I am 
. like one travelling in the night, who ſees a ſpirit, . and ſweats 


for fear, and dare not tell it to his fellow, for fear. of en- 
creaſing, his own fear; however, I am ſure, when the Maſter 
is nigh his coming, it were ſafe.to.write over a double and a 
new copy of our. accounts, of the ſuns of nature, childhood, 
youth, riper years, and old age. What if Chriſt have ano- 
ther written repreſentation of me, than I have of my ſelf? 


iure his is right; and if it contradic my miſtaking and ſin- 


Fully erroneous account of my ſelf, Ah! where am 1 then? 
But, Madam, I diſcourage none I know Chriſt hath made 
a new marriage-contradt of love, and ſealed it with his, blood, 
and the trembling believer ſhall not be confounded. ; Grace 


St. Andrews, May 26. Tours at all obedience in 
1659. | Cbriſt, S. R. 
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To . Lady K EN MUR E. 


* 


Madam, 2 7 „een e . 

1 Should be glad, that the Lord would be pleaſed to length- 
en out more time to you, that ye might, betore your cyes 

be ſhut, fee more of theFvork of the right-hand of the Lord, 


in reviving a now. ſwooning and cruſhed Land and Church. 


"Though I was lately knocking at death's gate; yet could [ 
not get in, but was ſent back for a time. It is well, if I could 


yet do any ſer vice to him; but ah, what deadneſs lieth upon 


the {pirit! and deadneſs breedeth diſtance from God. Aa. 


dam, Theſe many years the Lord hath let you ſee a clear dif- 
ference betwixt thoſe who ſerve God, and love his name, and 


Chriſt, as the only 


way, and that ye would not exchange 
Chriſt for the worl. 


| god, or their mammen, and that ye 
ean.give Chriſt a teſtimony of Chief among ten thouſand: 
True it is, that many of us have fallen from our firlt love; 
hut Chriſt hath renewed his firſt love of our eſpouſals to him- 
elf, and multiplied the ſeekers of God, all the country over, 


even where Chriſt was ſcarce named, eaſt and wefi, ſouth and 
north, above the number that our fathers ever knew. But 
ah! Madam, what ſhall be. done or laid of many fallen ſtars, 
and many rgati to God eomplying wofully, and failing to the- 
2 N 8 near 


8 
. 


ech the flouriſh of miniſterial ox country-holiveſs. Dear 


«hoſe who ſerve him 3 and I judge ye look upon the way of 
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- | pitt. 68: LET T ERS. 5% |\fl 
1 neareſt ſhore ? Yeu, and we are conſumed in the furnace, but 
„ not melted ; burnt, but not purged; our dreſs is not removed, 

m 

ts 


but our ſcum remains in us ; and in the furnace we fret, we 

faint, and (which is more ſtrange) we ſlumber -- The fire 
n+ | <burneth round abou us, and we lay it not to heart; gray- ' | ll 
er hairs are upon us, and we know it not. It were now a 4 
a firable life to ſend away our love to heaven; and well becometh 
d, it us to wait on for the appointed change, yet fo as we ſhauld 
o- be meditating thus: Is there a new world above the ſun and 
71 moon? and is there ſuch a bleſſed company, harping and 
n- ſinging Hallelu jabs to the Lamb up above? Why then are 
'? ve taken with a vain life of ſighing and ſinning? Oh, where 
le is our wiſdom, that we fit ftill laughing, eating, ſleeping 
d, priſoners, and do not pack up all our beſt things ior the 1 
ce journey, deſiring always to be clothed with our houſe from | il 

above, not made with hands! Ah, we favour not the things W 


in that are above, nor do we ſmell of glory ere we come thither ; | 
but we tranſa& and agree with time, for a new leaſe of clay- 
* manſions : Behold he eometh, we ſleep, and turn all the work {\ 


of duties into diſpute of events for deliverance ; but the 
greateſt haſte to be humbled for a broken and a buried Co- 
venant, is firſt and laſt forgotten: and all our grief is, the 
b Lord lingers, enemies triumph, godly ones ſuffer, atheiſts 
es H blaſpheme. Ah! we pray not, but wonder that Chriſt co- 
d, meth not the higher way, by might, by power, by gar- 


h. ments rolled in blood; what if he come the lower way? Sur:: 
we fin in putting the book in his hand, as if we could 
Id teach the Almighty knowledge; we make haſte, we believe 


on not: Let the only wiſe God alone, he ſtirs well, he draws 
2 ſtraight lines, though we think and {fy they are crooked: 
if it is right that ſome ſhould die and their breaſts full of milk; 
nd and yet we are angry that God dealeth ſo with them. O if 
of I could adore him in his hidden ways, when there is dark- 
ge neſs under his feet, and darkneſs in his pavilion, and clouds 
ye are about his throne ! Madam, hoping, believing, patient 
d: praying is our life; he loſes no time. The Lord Jeſus be 
e; with your {pirit. 1 


m- St. Andrews, Sept. 12. Tours at all obliged obſervance 
| 1659. | in Chriſt, S. R. 
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60% + Mr. Rutherfoor's Fpiſt, 69, 


To bit reverend and dear Bretbren, Mr. Guthrie, Mr. Trail, 
and the reſt of their Brethren impriſoned, in the Calle of 
Edinburgh. | 2 ES 


i fege 0 
Reverend, very dear, and new much#onoured Priſoners for 
_ Chriſt, 
Am, as to the point of light at the outmoſt of perſrra- 
[| ſion in that kind, that this is the cauſe of Chriſt' ye now 
ſuffer for, and not mens intereſt : if it be for men, let us leave 
it; but if we plead for God, our own perſonal ſafety and man's 
deliverance will not be peace. There is a ſalvation called 
; the ſalvation ef Ged, which is cleanly, pure, ſpiritual, un- 
mixed, near to the holy word of God, ; it is that which we 
would ſeek, even the favour of God that he bears to his 
people, not ſimple gladneſs, but the gladneſs and goodneſs 
of *o Lord's choſen. And ſure (though I be the weakeſt 


| of his witneſſes, and unworthy to be among the meaneſt of 
them, and am afraid the cauſe be hurt «but it cannot be loſt) 
by my unbelieving faintneſs) I ſhould not deſire a deliverance, 
| ſeparated from the deliverance of the Lord's cauſe and peo- 
rs : It is enough to me to ling, when Zion ſings; and to 
triumph, when Chriſt triumpheth : I ſhould judge it an un- 
happy joy, to rejoyce when Zion ſigheth. Not one hoof will gait 
= be your peace. if Chriſt doth own me; let me be in the cat! 
grave ina bloody winding-ſheet, and go from the ſcaffold in I all. 

ur quarters, to grave, or no grave, I am his debtor, to K 
ſeal with ſufferings this precious Truth: But, oh! when it troc 
comes to the puſh, I dare ſay nothing, conſidering my weak - I ont 
neſs, wickedneſs and faintneſs. But fear not ye, ye are not, I thei 
ye shall not be alone, the Father is with you; it was not an f 
unſeaſonable, but a ſeafonable and neceflary duty we were a= to 
bout. Fear him who is Sovereign, Chriſt is Captain of the of t 
caſtle, and Lord of the keys. he cooling well-ſpring and and 
refreſhment from the promiſes, is more than 2 whi 
of the furnace. I ſee ſnares and temptations in capitulating, I for 
compoſing, ceding, minching with diſtin&ions of circum- iſ font 


ſtances, formalities, complements and extenuations.in the Wa: 
cauſe of Chriſt : A long ſpoon, the broth is hell's hot. Hold I the 
a diſtance from carnal compoſitions, and much nearnefs to the Wit 


Fountain, to the favour and refreſhing light from the Father of wil 
W lights, ſpeaking in his oracles; this is found health and ſal- I of 
vation. Angels, men, Zian's elders eye us; but what of al ver 
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theſe? Chriſt is by us, and looks on us, and writes up | 

, Let us pray more, and look leſs to men. Remember me Mr. 

of e, and all the reſt. Bleflings be upon the head of ſuch as | 
ue ſeparated from their brethren: Foſeph is a fruitful bough. 
„by a well. Grace be with you, al 

or St. Andrews, Tour loving Brother and Companion in the | i 
| 1660. Kingdom and patience of Jeſus Cbriſt, S. R. | | 


4+ I FI I — ̃ĩ⅛ SE a - 
* To Mr. ROBERT CAMPBELL * T0 
e l | - » pr” \ f 1 
's Reverend and dear Brotber, ; | = 
4 E know this, is a time, in which all men almoſt ſeek their | | 
* own things, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt : Le are 


ve pour alone, as a beacon on the top of a mountain; but faint 
i rot, .Chriſt is a numerous multitude himſelf, yea millions: 
though all the nations were conveened againſt him round a- 
bout; yet doubt not, but he will at laſt ariſe for the cry of 
the poor and needy. For me, I am now near to etertiity, 
and for ten thouſand worlds I dare not adventure to paſs 
from the Proteſtation againſt the corruptions of the time, nor 
go alongſt with the ſhameleſs apoſtaſy of the many ſilent and 
dumb watchmen of Scotland; but I think it my laſt duty, to 
enter a proteſtation in heaven, before the righteous Judge, a- mn 
gainſt the practical and legal breach of Covenant, and all 4 * 
oaths impoſed on the conſeie nes of the Lord's people, and | 
all, popish, ſuperſtitious and idolatrous mandates of men. 
Know that the overthrow, of the {ſworn Reformation, the in- 
troducing of Popery ant the myſtery of iniquity, is now ſet | 
on foot in the three kingdoms ; and wholoever would keep 1 Tk 
their garments clean, are under that command, Touch not, 
"taſte not, handle not. Ehe Lord calls you, Dear Brother, 
to be ſtill ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, and abounding in the work 
of the Lord. Our royal Kingly Maſter is upon his journey, 
and will come and will not tarry ; and bleſſed is the ſervant 
who shall be found watching when he cometh : fear not men, 
for the Lord is your Light and Salvation. It is true, it is 
me hat ſad and comfortleſs that ye are your alone; but ſoit 1 
was with our precious Maſter: nor are ye your alone, for 
the Father is with you: It is poſſible, I shall not be an eye- 
witneſs to it in the flesh; but I believe he comes quickly, who 
will remove our darkneſs, and will shine gloriouſly in the Iſle - 
of Britain, as a crowned King, either in a formally ſworn Co- | Ii 
venant, or in his own glorious way, which I leave to the de- 

he termi- 
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108 Mr. Rutherfoord's Epiſt. 70. 
| termination of his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; 4nd this is 
, The hope and confidence of a. dying man, who is longing and 
| fainting for the ſalvation of God. Beware of the enſnaring 
bonds and obligations, by any hand-writ or otherways, to 
| give unlimited obedience to any 'authority, but only in the, 
rd; for all innocent glFdefence (which is according to the 
| Covenant, the word of God and the Iaudable example of the 
reformed Churches) is now intended to be utterly ſubvertd 
and condemned: And what is taken from Chriſt, as the flower 
of his Prerogative Royal, is now, put upon the head of a mor- 
tai power, which mult be that great idol of indignation, that 
, Þrovoketh the eyes of his glory. Dear Brother, let us mind 
- the rich —— that are made to thaſe that overcome, 
_ knowing that thoſe that endure to the end shall be ſaved. 
Thus, recommending you to the rich grace of God, I re- 
main 22 | * . „ 
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Containing 
Some more Letters of the ſame Author, 
ſtom Anwoth & Edinburgh, before his confinement at 
* Aberdeen; from «Aberdeen dureing his confinement ;, 


and from St .Andr-wes , &c. aſter 
his enlargement. | 


r 


1 
— 


For MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


4 


— 


Welbeloved and dear Siſter. 


Y loyein Chriſt remem 
' bred: I have ſent to yon, 
your Daughter. Griſel 
with Robert Gordon 5 
who came to fetch her: 

I am in good hopes, that 
> the (ccd of God is in her, 
* jj in one born of God , 
and Gods ſeed will come 
to Gods harveſt: Lhare 

ber promiſe, she shall be 
A* Chriſt's , for I have told 
— * 2 — her the may promiſe 
much in his worthy name; for he becomes caution to his 
facher for all ſycb as rcſolye & prowile to ſer ve him. J vill re- 

Wnt: rea 3 | 


membee 


2 


: Mr RuTmenxroond's Epiſt. 1. 
ber her to Sod. I truſt you will acquaint her Hh good 
company, and be diligent to know with whom : he lo veth to 

. haunr; Remember uon, acd our neceſſities. I bleſſe your 
Daughter from our Lord, and prayes the Lord to give you joy, 

and comfort of her: Remember my Love to your Husband, 

to William, and Samuel your Sons; The Lord Jeſus be with 

your Spirit. 
«Anwooth, June 6. 1624. Yours at all power inthe | 
| Lord Feſut , Ss 4 


— 


n 


Fo MARION Me KNAUGHT. 
Loving and dear Siſter. 


P ever you would pleaſure me, intreat the Lord for me now, 
when I am ſo comfortleſſe, and fo full of heavineſſe, that 
I am not able to ſtand under the burthen any longer, The 
Almighty hath doubled his ſtripes upon me, for my wife is 
ſo ſore tormented , night and day, that I have wondered wh 
the Lord tarrieth ſo long: My life is bitter unto me, and [ 
fear the Lord be my contrair partie. It is (as Inow know 
by experience) hard to keep fight of God in aſtorme, clpc- 
ctally when be hides himſelf , for the triał of his children. If 
he would be pleaſed to remove his hand, I hayea purpoſe to ſeck 
him more then I have done: Happy are they that can vin av 
vith their ſoul: I am afraid of his judgements. I bleſſo my God 
that there is a death, and a heaven; I would weary to begin 
again to bea Chriſtian , fo bitter is it to drink of the cup that 
Chriſt drank of, if I knew not that there is no poiſon in it. God 
ire us not of it while we vomit again, for we have ſick ſoules 
vhen Gods phyſick vor kes not. Pray that God would not 
lead my wit ints temptation. woe is my heart, that I have 
done ſo little againſt the Kingdome of Sathany in my calling; 
for he would fain attempt to make me blaſpheme God in his 
face. I belecve , I beleeve, in the ſtrength of him who bath put 
me in his work, he hall fail io that Which he ſeckes ; I have 


- Gomfort in this, that my Captain Chriſt hath (aid, I muſt fight and 


overcoms 


VVV 
orercome world, Iohn. 16: v. 34, and with's weake , fpoiled' 
veaponleſſe Devil, Iohn. 14: v. 30. The Prince of this vorld 
cometh , and hath nothing ia me. Deſite Mr Robert to te- 
member me, if he love me. Grace, grace be with you 
a4 all yours. Remember Aion. , There is a letter procured. 
from the King by Myr Iohn Maxwel to urge conformity, t 5 
vive the communion at Chtiſtmaſe in Edivburgh, Hold fal, 
At which you have, that no man take the crown from jou 
ae Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, © © ED 

Anwoth, Nov. 17. 1629. Yours inthe Lord, S. R. 
— —ͤ— — brownie dh; 


a. 
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| Fir MARION MC KNAUGHT. + 
4h Moelbeloved and dear Siſter. | 
oh | M. love in the Lord Jeſus remembered ; I underftand thai 
you are ſtill under the Lords viſitation, in your! former 
5 bulneſſe with your enemies, which is Gods dealing: For 
4 till he take his children out of the furnace, that Enovetk 
now bos long they should be tried, there is no deliverance z but 
nter Gods higheſt and ſulleſt ryde , that the ſea of trouble 
if u gone over the ſoules of bis children, then comes the graci- 
ſeek © 95> long - hoped - for ebbiag, and drying up of the waters , 
* Dear Si ſter, do not faint z the wicked may hold the bittet 
bod cup to your head, but God mixeth it, and there is no poyſon 
coin init: They ſtrike, but God moves the rod: Shimei curſeth, 
that but it is becauſe the Lord bids him: I tell you, and I hare 
God i from him, before whom I ftand for Gods people, there is 
oules ¶ decreet given out, in the great court of the higheſt heavens. 
4 not that your preſent troubles, shall be diſperſed, as the morning 
have doud, and God shall bring forth your righteouſaeſſe, as the 
; light of the noon ride of the day: Let me intreat you in Chriſti 
name, to keep a good conſcience in your proceedings in tha 
matter, and bewar of your ſelf; your ſelf is a more dane 
gerous enemie, then I, or any without you; . Innocence; 
jul aa vpright cauſe is good advocar before God, 484 
| 23 chat 


5 Me Rur HEN TOORD'“s Epiſt. 3. 
chall plead for you, and win your cauſe: and count much k © 
your maſters apptobation, and his ſmileing. He js now as, 
the king that is gone tou farte count rey. God ſeemes to he 
from home ( if I may 425 0 yet he ſces the ill ſervants, who, 
our eaſter deferrerh his coming, and ſo itrikes their fellows, 
Tvants ; But patience, my beloved, Chriſt the king is coming 
. evening is at hand, and he will aſk an accompr * 
is ſervants; ma xc a fair clear count to him: So catry your 
(chat at night you mayſay, maſter I have wronged none, behold 
you have your own with advantage: Ol your ſoul then vil 
eſteeme much of one of Gods kiſſes and embracements; in 
ib tcſtimonie ofa good conſcience. © The wicked howvbeit 
i mr rea evill thoughts, hirter words, and fir 
deeds, behind their back, yet they are in fo doing clerks'to 
their own proceſſe, and _ nothing all their life but ga- 
2 dittayes againſt themſelves: For God is angry at the 
wick es Kick : and I hope your preſent proceſſe shall bo 
Bishred one day by him, who knoweth your juſt cauſe; and the 
bloody tongues , crafty foxes, double ipgraincd hypocritet, 
ehall appear as they are before his majeſtic, when he shall take 
the maske off their faces, and O thrice happy shall your ſoul 
> then; when” Gods finds you coyered with nothing, but 
the whiterob of the ſaints innocence, and the righteouſnelſe of 
Jeſus Chriſt. You have been of late in the Kings winecellar » 
where you were welcomed by theLord ofthe Innes, upon a con- 
dition that you would walk in love; put on love, and brotherly 
kindnefle , and long ſuffering; wait als long upon the favour 
and turned hearts 5 enemies, as your Chtiſt waited upon 
you, and as dear Jeſus ſtood at your ſoules : with dea vy and 
rainy locks, the long cold night: be angty but ſin not; I per- 
ſuade my ſelf, that holy unftios within you, which teacheth 
ou all . 1 is alſo ſaying , overcome evil with good: if that 
ad not ſpoken in your ſoul, at the teares of your aged paſtors 
you would not have agreed, and forgiven his foolishſop, who. 
wronged you; but my maſter bad me tell you, Gods blefſing 
ball be upon you For ir; and from him I ſay, grace, grace, grace, 


I . 


dud creilaſting pee be upon you: it is my prayer for your th 
Sw ok 7 


* 
* 


beit 
2 
the 


+, whohach graced you. 1 heard your bushand 
Lbeſcech you in the bowels of Jelus, welcome every rod of Gods 
or L find not in the whole book of God , a greater note of the 
child of Sod, then to fall dovn, and kiſſe the feer of an angry 
God]; and when he ſeemes to put you away from him, and 


EAS JS F656 * 
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for Chriſt is the clerk of your proceſſe, and vill ſee that all go 


* 
OK ete 114 
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* * 
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your hands chat grip him, to look up in faith, and ſay, I ball 
not, I vill not be = away fromthee; howbeit thy Majeſty 
draw, to free thy (elf of me, yet Lord giue me leave to hold, ani 
cleare unto thy ſelf. I vill pray, that your husband may returg 
in peace. your decreet comet from heaven, look up thither g 
for many (ſayes Salomon) ſeek the face of the ruler, bur every, 
mans judgement comerh of the Lord: and be glade that ir iefſog 


right; and I perfhade my (elf, he is ſaying, yonder ſervants of 
mine are wronged , for my blood, Pale, give them juſtice, 
Think you not, dear Siſter, but our high prieſt, our Jeſus, the 
maſter of requeſts , preſents our bills of complaint to the greag 
Lord juſtice? yea I belecve it, fince he is our adyocat, afid 
Daniel calls him the ſpokes man, whoſe hand preſents all tothe 
father, For other buſineſes, I ſay nothing, while the Lord 
give me to ſee your face. I am credibly informed, that multituder 
of England, & eſpecially worthy preachers, & ſilenced preachers 
of London, are gone to new England; & 1 know one learned ho- 
ly preacher , vhoꝰ hath written againſt the Arminians, vho is 
one thirher, Our blefſed Lord Jeſus, ho cannot get leave to 
with his ſpouſgyn this land, is going to ſeek an innes, here 
be vill be better rained; & what marvel, veatĩed Ieſus, aſten 
he had travelled from Geneva, by the miniſtry of worthy Mr. 
Kox, & v laid down in his bed, & reformation begun, &rhe 
curtaines drawn y he had not gotten his dear eyes well together 
when irreverent Bishops came in, & with the dinne, & noiſe of 
ccremenies, holy dayes, & other romish corruptions, they awake 
our beloved; others came to his bed ſide, and drew the cur- 
taines, & put bands in his ſervants, banished ived & conſined 
them, and for rhe pulpit they got a ſtool a cold fire in th 
Blackneſſe, and the nobility drew the covering off him and have 
23 made 


- 
* 


6 M. Rur HRZN Took Epiſt. 4. 
unde him a poog naked Chriſt» in ſpoiling his ſervabt 


lor the tyths , and kirk - rents, and now there is ſuch a noiſe M. 


-pfcrying flones in the land, as the want ofthe knowledge of 
Bo , of mercy , and truth; ſuch ſwearing , whoring , lying 
and blood touching blood, that Chriſt is putting on his cloaths, 
and making him fire an ill handled ſtranger, to go to other 
Lands. Pray him Sifter to lie down againe vith his beloved, 
Remember my deareſt love to Iohn Gordon, to whom 1 will 
vrite vhen l am ſtrong, and to Iohn Broun , Griſſel, Samuel, 
and William ; grace upon them. As you love Chriſt , keep 
Chriſts fayour , and put not upon him when he ſlecpes, to awake 
kim before he pleaſe; the Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


 Anwoth. July. 2 1. 1630. Your Brother in Chriſt. N R- 

— — — * | | 0 

For MARION Me KNAIOUGHT, 
Welbeleved Siſter. 


* 
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and malice of your adverſaties, and ye may not / fince ye 
| have heard the book ofthe Pſalmes ſo often) take hardly with: 
ghis : for Davids enemies ſnuffed at him, and through the 
ide efthcir heart, ſaid the Lord will not xequire it Pſ. 10: ver, 
3; · I beſeech you thereſore, in the bovels of Chriſt, ſer before 
pour eyes the patience of your fore · runner Jeſus, who, when he 
was reviled, reyiled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatned 
not, but committed bimfelf to him who judgeth righteon 
Pet. 2: ver. 23. And ſince your Lord and redeemer vit 
tence received many a black ſtroke, on his glorious body, and 
many a buffet of the unbeleeviog world, and ſayes of himſelf 
Iſa. 50: ver. 6. I gave my back to the ſmitert, and my cheths 
to them that plucked off the har; I hid not my face from 
ſhame and 15 Follow him, and think not hard , that 
receive a blow with your Lord , take part with Jeſus of his 
ing, and glory in the marks of Chriſt. If this ſtorme 


vVcte orgy 2 you mul prepare your ſelf for a new wound; = 
85 | - 
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I have been thinking, ſince my departure from yon,ofthe pride, I. 


mat y el not that one town cannot keep the children of God, and 


and Eſau, one houſe could not keep 


vis; 


Letters. 


Epiſt. 5; 


f _ 
fivethouſand yeares ago, our Lord proclaimed deadly warre be 
twixt the ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed of the ferpent: and 


could not keep Jacob, 
peaceably together Iſaack 
the ſon of the promiſe, and Ishmael the ſon of the handmaid 3 


the children of the divel; for one belly 


be you upon Chriſts fide of it, and care not what flesh can do; 


hold yeur ſelt faſt by your Saviour; howbeit you be buffered, 
and thoſe that follow him; yet a little while , and the wicked 

shall not be: ſee 2 Cor. 4: der. 8. Mi aretroubled on every ſides 
yet not diftreſſed , we art perplexed , but not in deſpair v. 9: 
perſecuted but not forſaken, caft down but not deſtroyed. If you 
can poſſeſſe your ſoul in patience, their day is coming. Wor- 
thy and dear Siſter, know to carry your ſelf in trouble, and 
when you are hated and reproachedy the Lord shewes it to 
you Pſ. 44: ver. 17. All this is come upon us , yet have we 
not forgotten thee , neither have we dealt falſiy in thy covenant 
P/. 119: ver. 92. Unleſſe thy law had been my delight, I had 
periſhed in mine afflitions. Keep Gods covenant in your tris 


alls. Hold you by bis bleſſed vord, and fin not: fle anger, 


wrath » grudging, envying, fretting; forgive an bund« 

redth pence to your fellow ſervant » becauſe your Lord bath 
forgiven you ten thouſand talents: For, I aſſure you by the 
Lord, your adverſaries shall get no advantage againſt yon, 
except you fin, and offend your Lord in your ſufferings : But 
the way to overcome , is by patience» forgiving, and pray- 
ing for your enemies, in doing whereof you heap coales upon 
their heads, and your Lord shall open a door to you in your 
trouble: wait upon him, as the night watch waiteth forthe 
morning ; he will not tarry , go up to your watch tower , and 
come not down, but by prayer, & faith, & hope wait on, when 
the ſca is full, it vill ebb again; and ſo ſoon as the wicked art 
come to the top of their pride, and are waxcd high and mighty, 
then is their ehange approaching: they that beleeye make not 
- Remembcr Tion, forget her not: for her enemies are 
many, for the nations are gathered together againſt her , but 
they know not the thoughts of the Lond robber nderſtand 1 
| 24 „ 
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8 MrRu rums TOORb's 
bis counſel, for be hall gather them as the theavet, imo the 


_ threshing ; let us ſtay | 
again I truſt in our Lord you shall by faith ſuſt un your ſelf, and 


: 
: 
. 
! 
| 


Epi. 5; 
» ariſe and threſhO daughter of Zion Mic. 4: ver. 12: 13. 


g God bath gathered his enemies together, as sheaves tothe 
and reſt upon theſe promiſes. Now 


your ſelf in your Lord, and be ſtrong in his power, for 


you are in the beaten and common way to heaven , when you 
arc under our Lords croſſes 5 you have reaſon to rejoyce in it, 


e then in a crown, of gold, and rejoyce, and be glade to 
ar the reproaches of Chriſt, I reſt, recommemAing you & yours 


for ever to the grace and mercy of God. 
 Anwoth, Feb. rx, 1631.  Yoursin Chriſt, S. R. 


— 


For M ARION MC KNA UGHT. 
Welbeloved in the Lord. 


NT are not unacquainted with the day of our communion 3 


L 1ntreat therefore the aid of your prayers for that great 


Vork, vhich is one of our feaſt dayes » wherein our welbelov- 
ed Jeſus rejoyceth , and is mertie with his friends: good cauſe 
? haveweto wonder at his love, fince the day of his death was 


ſuch a forrowful day to him, even the day when his mother the 
kick crowncd him with thornes, and he had many againſt him, 
and compeated his alone in the fields againſt them all; yet he 
delights with us to remember that day : ler us love him, and be 
glade and rejoyce in his falyation , Iam confident, that you 
Shall ſee the ſon of God that day, and I dare in his name 1nvitg 
you to his banquer: Many a time you have been well enter- 
tained in his houſe, and he changes not upon his friends, nor 
chids them for too great kindneſſe; yet I ſpeake not this to make 

leave off to pray for me, who have nothing of my ſelſ but in 
* asdayly I receive from him, whois made of his father 
a tunning · over fountain, at which I and others may come 
wick chirſty ſoules, and fill our veſſels; long bath this vel 


þeca ſtanding open to us, Lord Feſus lock ir not up * 


— * . 8 I. - 
L Epilt, 5. Letters: .. 2 9 
be on us. I am forry for our deſolate kirk; yet I dare not but 
I» truſt, ſo long as thete be any of Gods loſt money here, he hall 
ie not blow out the candle. Lord make fair candleſticks in his + 
„ , houſe, and remove the blind lights. I hay this time by 
d: paſt thinking much of the incoming of the Eirk of the Fewes , 
or ray for them: when they were in their Lords houſe, at their 
ou athers elbow, they were longing for the incoming of theit 
it, little Sifter, the kirks of che Gentiles. They ſaid to their Lord, 
ro Wl Cant; 8. ver. 8. We have a little Siſter, and ſhe bath no 
us i breafts, what ſhall we ds for our Sifter, in the day when ſhe is 
ſpoken for; Let us give them a meeting whar shallwe doefor 
our elder Sifteythe Fewes; Lord Feſus give them breafts, That 
werea glad: day, to ſee us aud h m boch ſer down to one ta- 
ble, and Chriſt at the head of che table. Then would our Lord 
come shortly with his fair guard, to hold his 4 court. Dear 
Srfter, be patient for the Lords ſake, under the br that you 
ſuffer of the vicked: Your Lord shall make you (ce your de. 
ſice on your enemies, ſome of them shall be car off Iob. 15. ver. 
33. They ſhall ſhake off their unripe grapes as the vine, and 
caſt off their flower, as the olive; God s all make them like 
uoripe ſowre grapes, shaken off the tree with the blaſt of Gods 
wrath ; and therefore pity them, and prayfor them; others of 
them muſt remain to exerciſe you; God hath ſaid of them, ler 
theraires grow up while harveſt Mat. 13. It proves you to be 
your Lords vheat. Be patient, Chriſt vent to heaven wich many 
2 wrong, His viſage and countenance was all marred mote then 
the ſons of men: you may not be above your maſter, many a 
black ſtroke received innocent leſus, and he tecei ved no mend; 
but referred them all to the great court day when all things 
ball be righted. I deſire to heat from you, within a day or two, 
it Mr. Robert remain in his purpoſe, to come and help us. God 
chall give you joy of your children. I pray for them by theit 
names » I bleſſe you from our Lord, your Husband and Child 
ten: grace, grace, and mercy be multiplied upon you. 


Anwot h. May. 7.1631, Yours in the Loyd 
i, eee 


Fes 
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Welbeloved Sifter, | | 
y love ta Chriſt remembered, I have reeeived a letter 
from Edinburgh , certainly informing me, that the 
English ſervice, and the organs, and Kingil ames bis Pſalmes 
are to be impoſed upon our kirk. and the Biſhops are dealing 
for a general aſſembly: A. R. bath confirmed the news allo, 
and ſayes, he ſpoke with Sir William Alexander, whois to come 
down with his Princes warrand for that effect. I am deſited in the 
xeccived letter, to acquaint the beſt affected about me with that 
ſtorme: therefore I intreat you, & charge you in the Lords name, 


M- Rur AnIRTOO IAD Ejpiſt. 6. 


— bur do not communicat this to any, while I ſee you. My 
t 


is broken at the rememberance ofit, and it was my fear, 
& anſwereth to my laſt letter except one, that I wrote unto you: 
dearly beloved, be not caſten down, but let us, as our Lords doves, 
take us to our wings, for other armour we have none, & flee in to 
the hole of the rock. It is true A. R ſayes, the vorthieſt men ia 

and are banished, & ſilenced, about the number of fixteen or 
ſeyenteen choice Goſpel Preachers, and the perſecution is al- 
ready begun: hovbeit 1 do not write this unto you with a di 
face, yet I am eonfident in the Lords ſtrength , Chriſt and 
his ſide shall overcome, and you shall be aſſured, the kirk were 
not a kirk, if it were not ſo: as our dear husband, in wooing 
bis kirk, received many a black ſtroke; ſo his bride, in wootrg 


Sim, gets many blowes , and in this wooipg there are ſtrokes 


npon both ſides; let it beſo, thedivel will not make the mar- 
nage go back, neither can he tear the contract, the end sball 
be mercy: Yet, notwithſtanding of all this, ve have no 
warrand of God to leave off all law full meanes. I have been 
writing unto you the counſclls, and draughts of men againſt 
the kirk; buy they know not, as Micah yer the counfel of 


Iebeva. The great men of the world may make ready the fiery 
furnace for Zjon ; but trow yee, that they can cauſethe fireto 


burn ? 80. He that made the fire, I truſt} shall nor ſay amen 
A l 6 | ma 


Epiſt. 6. . 1 Letters. 1 
to their decrectt · I truſt in my Lord, God hath not ſubſerib- 
ed their bill, and their concluſions have not yet paſt our 

Kir gs ſcale. Therefore if ye think good, addreſſe your (elf 
fir to the Lord, and then to A. R. anent the bufineſſe that 
vou know. I am moſt unkindly bardled by the Presbytery; and 
ter as if I had been a ſtranger, and not a member of that Seate, to fire 
in judgement with them, I was ſummoned by their erder as a 
witndfſc againſt B. A: but they have, got no advantage in that 
matter. Other particulars you shall bear God willing, ar 
meeting. Anent the matter bet wixt you and I. E. I te- 
member it to God: I intreat you in the Lord, be ſubmiſſiye 


be 


be to his will, for the higher that their pride mount up, they are 
0 the nearer a fall; the Lord will more and more diſcover that 


man. Let your husband in all matters of — take Chriſtꝰę 
ay part, for the defence of the poor, and needy , and the oppreſſ. 
ed; for the maintainance of equity and juſtice in the town: 
And take you no fear: He shall take your part, and then 
youare ſtrong enough, What? ho beit you receive indigni- 
ties for your Lords ſake; let jr be ſo, when he sbalſ put his 
holy hand up to your face in heaven, and dry your face, and 
vype the teares from your eyes, judge ye, if ye will not have 
cauſe then to rejoyce. Anent other partieulars if you would 
ſpeak with me, appoint any ofthe firſt three dayes of the nexx 
veek in Carletoun , when Carletoun is at home, and acquaint 
we with your dcfires ; and remembet me to God, and my dea- 
reſt affection to your husband, and for Zions ſake hold not your 
peace, The grace of our Lord Jeſus be withyou!, and your 
buiband , and children., 


Anwoth, Jun. 2. 1631. Yours inthe 
| Lor d S- R. 


— — = — — : — 
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Dear Miſtreſſe. „ 1 


6D . 12 
92 
99 


For MARION Me K NA 


— 
x 
ry 
- 
* 
— 
- 


TY 89 8 
F have not time this day to vxite to yon, but God, knowing 

my preſent ſtare; and neceſſities ofmy calling, I hope, will Tpate 
my mothers life for a time, for the which I have cauſe to chank F 
Lord.1 intreat you be not caſt don, for that which I write beſors 
to you, anent the planting of a miniſter in your town. Beleeve, 
and you shall ſee the ſalvation of God, I write this, becauſe when 
you ſuffer, my heart ſuffereth with you. I do bclecve your ſoul 
Shall have joy, in your labours and holy defices for that workez 
grace upog you, and your Hus band, and children. 


Anwoth. Yours ever in Chriſt „ 8. R. ; 


11 


Fer MARION Mek NAuGHT. 


Beloved Miftreſſes 


y deareſt love in Chriſt remembered to you: Know 
| that Mr. Abraham she wed me, there is to be a meeting 

ol the Bishops at Edinburgh shortly, the cauſes are known to 

themſclves: It is our part to hold up our hands for ⁊ion., Hou- 
beit it is reported, they came ſad from court. It is our Lords wik 
dome, that his kirk Should ever hing by a threed, and yet the 
threed breaketh not, being hanged upon him, who is the ſure 
nail in Davids hoaſe Iſa · 22: ver. 22 j upon whom all the veſ- 
ſels, great and ſmal do hang, and the nail( God be thanked )oci- 
ther crooketh, nor can be broken: Ieſus, that flower of Jeſſe 
fer wit hout hands , gerteth many ablaſt, and yet withers not, 
Decauſe he is his fathers noble roſe, caſting a ſweer ſmell through 
heaven and earth, and muſt grow; and in the ſame garden 
With him grow the ſaints, Gods Bir and beautyfull lillics 
under wjnd and rain and all ſun-burned, and yet life remaineth 
A de root: Keep withia his garden, and you shall ge i 
LEES”. them, 


$5.2 "i 4 Fy * ey | 
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2 UGll the great Husband man, our dear mafter gardiness 
come; aud tranſplant you from the lower part of his vincyard . 
up 40 the higher to the very heart of his garden J above the 
wrongs of the rain, fun, of wind ; and then wait upon thi 
times of the blowing of the ſweer ſouth, and north wind of his 
gucious ſpirit, that may make you caſt a ſweet ſmell in your 
beloved*s noſtrils; and bid your beloved came down to his 
garden, and eate of his pleaſant fruits Cant. 4: ver, 16. and he 
vill come you vill get no more but this, until you come up to 
tho well head, where you shall pur up your hand, and take 
down the apples of the tree of life, and eat under the shadow f 
that tree: Tele apples are ſweeter up beſide the tree, then they . 
ne down here, in this piece ofa clay priſon houſe. I have no 
joy but in the thoughts of theſe times. Doubt not of your 
Lords part, and the ſpouſes part, she shall be in good caſe. 
That word shall ſtand Hoſ. 14: ver. 5. I ſhall be as the dem to 
Iſrael , he ſhallgrow up as thelilly, and caſt out his roots as” 
lebanon ver. 6: his branches ſhall ſpread , bis beauty shall be ag 
the olive tree, and his ſmell as lebanon. Iſa. I I: ver. 12. Chriſt 
ball ſer up his colours, and bis enſigne for the nations, and 
hall gather rogether the outcaſts of [irael. Exel, 37. ver. 11, 
Then the Lord faid to me, ſon of man theſe dead bones are the 
vhole houſe of Iſrael, behold they ſays our bones are dried, our + 
hope is loſt , we are cut off for our' parts ver. 12. Therefore: 
propheſy unto them, and ſay, thus ſayeth the Lord God, behold 
0 my people „Iwill open your graves n and cauſe you come up ous 
of your graves , aud bring you unto the land of Iſrael; Theſe: 
promiſes are not windy but the breaſts of our beloved Chriſt »+ 
vhich we muſt ſuck , and draw comfort out of: we have 
cauſe to pity thoſe poor creatures, that ſtand out againſt Chriſt 
and the building of his houſe ; Silly men, they have but a 
eckleſſe and filly heaven, nothing but meat & cloath, & aug 
aday or two in the world, and then in a moment go dowu to 
the grave, and they shall not be able to binder Chriſts building: 
He that is maſter of work vill lead ſtones to the wall over cher 
belly: and for that preſent tumult, that the children of this 
void raiſes anent the plzuting of your tan with a Laws, Fr - | 
IA L 1 . F 
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beleeve 5 and ſtay upon God ( as you ſtill thame us all in be. 0 
leeving) go fore vard in the ſtrength of the Lord, and from we 
my Lord I ſay, before whom l ſtand, have your eyes upon none up 
but the Lord of armies, and the Lord shall either let you ſee ma 
what you long to ſee, or then fulfil your joy more abundant- *M' cio 
iy another way. You, and youm; and the children of God tha 
whom you care for in that town, shall have als much of the Son five 
yea 
Vat 
ton 
chil 
e 
nie] 
Up 


of God's ſupper , cur and laid downupon your trenchers, be 
who he will that carveth, as shall feed you to eternal life: and be 
not caſt down for all that is done, your reward is laid up with 
God. L hope to ſce you laugh and leap for joy. Will the 
temple be built without din, and tumult ? No; Gods tones 
of his houſe in Germany are laid with blood, and the Son of God 
no ſooner begins to chope, and hzw ſtones with his hammer but 
als ſoon the ſword is draw u. If the work were of men, the world ret 
woald (et their Shoulders to yours; but in Chriſts work, two or j 
three muſt fight againſt a Presbytary, ( though his own court,) 15 
& a City: This proycth that it is Chrifts errand , & therefore ad 

ul 

«te 


that it shall thrive: let them lay iron chaines croſſe over the 
door, ſtay, and beleeve and wait, while the lyon of the tribe 
of Indah come, and he that comes from heaven cloathed with 
the rain bow, and hath the little book in his hand, when he 
takes a grip of their chaines he will lay the door on the broad 
fide , and come in, and go up to the pulpit, and take the man 
with him, whom he hath choſen for his work: Therefore let 
me hear from you, whether you be in heavineſſe, or tejoycing 
under hope, that I may take part of your grief, and 
bear it with you, and get part of your joy, which is to me 
alſo as my own joy; And as to what are your fears, anent 
the health or life of your dear children, lay it upon Chriſts 

+» $beulders , let him bear all, looſe your gripes of them all, and 
when your dear Lord pulleth, let them go with faith, 
and joy: It is a tried faith, to kiſſe a Lord that is taking from 
you : Let them be careſul, during the short time that they are 
here, to tun, and get a gripe of the prize; Chriſt is ſtanding is 

the end of their way, Foldfog u the garland of endleſſe glory 
-  - Igtheir eyes, and is crying tun faſt; zad coe, and Town 


Reel 


cious to us, Who shot teneth, and hath made the way to 
chorter then it vas: So that the crown that Noah did fight for © 
five hundred yeares, children now may obtain it in fifeteen 


Epiſt. 9. Letters. — 
Happy are they, if their breath ſerye them to run, and not ca 
weary , while their Lord with his own dear hand put the ciown 


upon their head. It is not long dayes, but good dayes , that _ 


make the life glorious and happy; and our dear Lord is gra- 


yeares : and heaven is in ſome ſort better for us now , then it 
vas to Noah: For the man Chriſt is there now, who was not 
tome in the flesb in Noahs dayes: You shall how this to your 


e mercics of God , and the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to covenant 


tip, betwixt their ſoules and their Chriſt, thar they may have 
eee in heaven, and a friend at Gods right · hand, ſuck 
friend at court is much vorth: Now I take my leave ofyou, 
nying my Chriſt, and your Chriſt, to fulfil your joy, 
nd moe graces , and bleſſings from our ſoeet Lord Jeſus to 

al, your Husbands, and Children, then ever 1 wrote of 
«ters of A, B, C, to you: grace, grace be with you, 


'nwoth, March 9. 1632. Yours in my ſweet Maſter 
Feſus Chriſt. S. R. 


— 


— 


fr MARION Ne kKNAugHr. 
Dearly beloved Miftris, | 


love io Chriſt remembred : You are noti 5 

vhat our Lord in his love = viſitation hath been doing 
vith your ſoul, even letting you ſee a little ſight of that duk 
mance, you muſt go thorow ere you come toglory. Your 
lie hath been neer the grave, and you was at the door, and 
you found the door shut faſt. Tour dear Chriſt thinking it 
tot time to open theſe gates to you, while you have fought. - 
ome longer in his camp: And therefore he willeth you to put 


| your armour again, and to take no truce with the Devil. 


thildreny whom my ſoul in Chriſt bleſſeth; and intreat them by 
ith Jeſus Chriſt to be his, and to make up the bond of ſriend- 


= 
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or this preſent world, you arc little obliged to any of the | 
two , but I rejoyce in this, that when any of the rwocomes to : 
ſuit your ſoul in martiage, you have an anſwer in readineſſe , \ 
to tell them, Youareroo long a coming. I have many a year 6 
fince promiſed my ſoul to another, even to my deareſt Lord ” 
Jeſus , to whom ] muſt berrue : And therefore you are come c 

k to ns again, to help us to pray for Chriſts fair bride , a i 
marrow dear to him. Be not caſt down in heart, to hear 1 


that the world barketh at Chriſts ſtrangers, both in Ireland, 
and in this land: they do it becauſe their Lord hath choſn O 
them out of this world: And this is one of our Lords re- 
© proaches, to be hated ard ill intreated by men: The Gly 
Ktranger in an uncouth countrey muſt take with a ſmoał 
innes, and courſe chear, and a hard bed, and a harking il 
tong ued hoſt. It is not long today, and ke will to his jou 
nay upon the morrow, and leave them all: Indeed our f; 
morning is at hand, the day-ſtar is near the riſing , and 
are not many miles from home, what matter of ill intertain- 
ment in the ſmoaky innes of this miſerable life e are noi 
ſtæy here, and we will be dearly welcome to him whom ve? 
to; and I hope, when I hall ſee you cloathed in white raimt 
washen in the blood of the lamb, and shall ſee you even at 
elbow of your deareſt Lord and Redeemer, and acrownup 
your head, and following oor lamb, and lovely Lord, v-; 
ther! ever he gocth, you will think nothing of all theſe dayes, 
and you shall then rejoyce, and no man shall take your j 
tom you: And it is certain; there is not much ſand to tun u 
your Lords ſand · ꝑlaſſe „and that day is at hand, and till then 
your Lord in this life is giving you ſome little feaſts: It is true 
ou ſee him not now, as you sball ſee him then; your welbeio- 
ved ftandeth now behind the wall, looking out at the window: 
© Ext. 2: ver. 9. and you ſce but a little of his face; then you: 
© ghall ſee all his face » and all the Saviour, a long and high and 
broad Lord Jeſus » the meſt lovelieſt perſon among the chud- 
tte of men. O! joy of joycs » Thar our ſoules know there. 
s ſuch 2 great ſupper Preparing for us, eyen how beit we be 
bit half hungered of Chiiſt herg , and many a time forks 


. * 
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hind noon; yet the ſupper of the lamb vill eome in time, and 
vill be ſet before us; before we famish, and loſſe our ſtomachs. 
Ycu have cauſe to hold up your heart in remembrance, and 


bope of that fair long ſummer day, for in this night of your life, 
| wherein you are in the body, abſent from the Lord, Chriſts 


fair moon-light in his ward, and Sacraments , in prayer, feel- 
ing, and holy conference hath shined upon you, to let you ſea 
the way tothe city. I confeſſe our diet here is but ſpariog, we 
ger bur caſtings of our Lords comforts ; but the cauſe of that is 
pot, becauſe our ſteward Jeſus is a niggard, and narrow heart · 
ed , bur becauſe our ſtomaches are weak, and we are narrow © 
heartcd ; but the great feaſt is coming, vhen our hearts shall be 
cularged , and the chambers. of them made fair and vide, to 
take in the great Lord Jeſus: come in then Lord Ieſus to hungry 
ſoulcs , gaping for thee, In this journey take the Bridegroom, 
25 you may have him, and be greedy of his ſmalleſt crambs, but 
dear Miſtreſs , buy none of Chriſts delicats ſpiritual with ſin, 
or failing againſt your weak body: remember you are in the 
body, aud it is the lodging houſe. , and you may not without 
offending the Lord, ſu ffer the old walls of that houſe to fall down, 
through want of neceſſary food; your body is the dwelling 
houſe of the ſpiritʒ & therefore for the love you carry to the ſweet 
gucſt, give a due regard to his houſe of clay: when be looſeth 

the wall, why not, welcome Lord leſus; but it is a fearful ſin 
ia us, by hurting the body by'faſting, to looſe on ſtone, or the 
leaſt piece of timber in it; for the houſe is not our own: the 
brideg room is with you yet, ſo faſt as that alſo you may feaft , 
and rejoyce in him. I think upon your Magiſtrates, but he 
chat is cloathed in linning, and bath the writers inkhorn by his 
fide, hath wricte up their names in heaven already; pray , and 


be content with his will, God hath a counſel houſe in heaven, 


and the end will be mercy unto you. For the planting of your 
Town with a godly Miniſter, have your eye upon the Lord of the 
barveſt ; I dare, prowiſe you, God in this life shall fill your 
ſoul with the fatneſſe ofhis houſe, for your care to ſeg Chriſte 
bairnes fed, and your poſterity shall know it, to whom. I pray for 
mercy , and that they may ger a ne the li 


rin in Ie. - 
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ruſalem , and if God portion them with his bairns, their tent 
is fair, and I hope it shall beſo. The Lord Ieſus be with your 
ſpuit, | | 
Anwoth. Sept. 19. 1632: Yours ever in Chriſt, S. R.. 
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For MARIOM Me KNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved Siſter in Ch riſt. 


ou shall underſtand, 1 have received a letter from Edin- 
burgh , that it is ſuſpected that there will be a General 
aſlembly, or then ſo ne meeting of the Bishops, and that at this 
Synod there will be ſome commiſſioners choſen hy the Bishop; 
which newes have ſo taken up my mind, that I am not ſo ſetled 
for ſtudies , as I have been before; and therefore was never in 
ſuch feate for the work: bur becauſe it is written to me, as 
a ſecreer I dare not reveal it to. any, but to your ſelfe whom I 
know: and therefore l ĩntreate you, not for any comfort of mine, 
who am but one man; but for the glory and honour of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the maſter of the banquet , be mare carveſt with God, 
and in general chew others of your Chriſtian acquaintance my 
feares for ty ſelfe. I can be content of shame in thar work, 
if my Lord and maſter be honoured; and therefore petition our 
Lord, eſpecially to ſee to his own glory, and to give bread 
to his bungry bairns, howbeit I goe hungry away from the 
_ feaſt: Requeſt My Robert from me, if he come not, to re- 
WW - member ustoour Lord. I have neither time, nor a free liſpoſed 
mid to writeto you, anent your own caſe, Send me word if all 
your children and your husband be well: Seeing they are not 
ours but your deare Lords, eſteeme them but as borrowed , 
and lay them downat Gods feet : your Chriſt ro you is better 
then thiey all: you wiltperdon- my unaccuſtomed short letter, 
and remember me, and that honourable feaft to our Lord le- 
fas. He vas vrch us before; hope he will not change npon 
* * 


us 3 
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us, but l fear I have changed upon him, but Lord let old 
kindneſſe ſtand! leſus Chtiſt be with your ſpirit. | 


«Anwoth. Yours in his ſmees 
„ | Lord Feſus, S. R. 


— 


— 
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To MARION MCKNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved and deare Sifter. 
tender affection in Chriſt remembered, I leſt you in ag 


great heavines , as I vas in ſince I came to this country ; 
but | ænO you doubt not, but ( as the truth in Chriſt is ) my 
ſoul is knit to your ſoul, and to the foul of all yours, and 
vould . if I could, ſend you the largeſt part of wy heart in- 
cloled in this letter: but by fervent calling upon my Lord, 1 
have attained ſome victoty ov:t my heart, which runneth often 
not knowing whither, and of my beguiling hopes, which I 
know now better then 1 did; and truſts iu my Lord, to hold 
aloofc fi om the inticeings of a ſeduceing heut, by whick Jam 
dayly coſened; and minds not by his grace, who bath called 
me according to his eternal purpoſe, to come ſo far within the 
grips of my toolish mind. griping about any folly comring its 
way , as the woodbindor ivic gocth about the tree, I adore 
and kiſſe the providence of my Lord, who knoweth well 
what is moſt expedient for me, and for you, aud your child- 
ten; and i thinke of you as of my ſelfe, that the Lord, who 
turneth (in his derp wiſdom) about all the wheeles and tute 
aings of ſuch changes, shall alſo diſpoſe of that for the beſt to 
all you, and yours. In the picſence of my Lord, ] am notable, 
ot kowbeirt I would, to conceive amiſic of you, in that matter: 
grace » grace for erer upon you and your ſeed; and it thall be 
your portion: in diſpight of all the powers of darkneſſe: do not 
make more queſtion of this , But the Lord ſaw a naile in my 
beart looſe, and he hath now faſtened it, honoar'be to his 
Majeſty. Lhear your fon is entered to the ſchool » if I bad 
| b 2 known - 
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known of the day, I would have begged from our Lord, that 
be would have put the book in his hand, with his own hand: I 
ttuſt in my Lord it is ſo; and I conceive hope, to (ce him altar 
to give Light in ſome room: of our Lord; houſe, and purpoſe by 
the Lords grace. as I am able, (if our Lord call you to reſt before * 
me] wheayouareat your home, to dot to the uttermoſt of 
my power to helpe him every way, in grace and learning 5 
and his Brother, and all your children: and I hope you would 
expect that of me. Furth<r you shall know, that Mr W. D. Is 
come home, who faith it is a miracle, that your Husband in this 
proceſſe before the Councel eſcaped both diſcredit & dammage: 
Let it not be foregotten, he was, in our apprehenſion, to our 
grieſe, caſt down and humbled in the Lords work, in that matter 
bet wixt him and the Bailzy; now the Lord hath honoured 
bim, and made him famous for vertue, honeſty , and inte- 
grity,two ſeveral times before the nobles of chis Kiagdom: your 
Lord liveth; ve will goe to his throne of grace again, his 
arme is not shortened. The King is certainly expected. III 
is feared; we have cauſe for our ſinnes, to fare that theBridegroom 
shall be taken from us. By our ſinnes we have rent his fair gar- 
ments, and ve have ſtirred up and awakened our beloved ; pray 
him to tarry » or then to take us with him: it were good that 
we should knock and rape at our Lords door. We may not tire 
to knock oſtener then twice or thrice: he knoweth the knock of 
his friends, I am ſtill what I was ever to your dear children, 
tendering their ſoults happines, and praying that grace, grace, 
ace, mercy, and peace, from God even God our father and 
— our Lord Jeſus, may be their portion; and that now while 
they are green and young, their hearts may take band with ſe- 
ſus, the corner ſtone, and win once in, in our Lord and Sayi- 
outs houſe, and then they will not get leave to flit: pray for 
me, aud eſpecially for humility and thankfulnes: I have al- 
vayes remembrance of you, and your Husband, and dear 
children: The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpitit. | 


 Anvoth. | | Yours evermore in my deare 
TJ 2 2. . LortFejusandyours,S. R- + 
| To 


Te MARION Me KNAUGHT: 
Moelbeloved and dear Siſter. 
y Love in Chriſt remembered, God hath brought me 
heme from a place, . where I haye been exerciſed with 
-_ heavineſs; and I have found at home new matter of 
eavineſs; yet dare not but in all things give thanks: In 
my bufives in Edinburgh, ] have not ſinned, nor wronged my 
party, by his owne confeſſion and by the confeſſion of his 
ficinds; I have given of my goods for peace, and the ſayeing 
ol my Lords truth from reproaches , which is dearer to me then 
all J baye. My Mother is weake, and I thinke shall leave me 
alone; bur Iam not alone, becauſe Chriſt's Father is with 
me - For your buſines anent your Town, I ſee great eyidencesg 
but Sathan and his Toſtruments are againſt it, and few ſer their 
shoulders to Chriſt's shoulder to helpe him; but he vill doe all 
his alone, and I dare not but exhort you to beleeve, and perſuade 
L you, that the hungry in your city shall be fed, and the reſt 
. that want a ſtomak, the pareings of Gods loafe vill ſufficethem: 
7 And therefore , beleeve it shall be well - I may not Leave my 
t mother, to come and confer with you of all particulars, I have 
e given ſuch directions to our dear freind as I can, but the event 
r is in out Lords hands, Gods Aon abroad floorisheth, & his arme 
3 is not shortned with us; if ve could beleeve. There is ſcarcety 
H and a famine of the word of Godin Edinburgh; your fiſter I. 
d laboureth mightily in our buſines; but harh nor as yet gotten 
10 an anſwer from I. P. Mr A. C. will work what he can ; my 
Jo Lady ſaith she can doe little, and that it ſuteth not her nor het 
t- Husband well, to ſpeak in ſuch an affair: I told ber my mind 
or plainly I long to know of your eſtate; remember me hearty- 
yto your dear Husband: grace be the portion of your bairnes.I 
ar boo you are mindful of the green wound of our Siſter kirk in 
| Ireland, bid our Lord lay a plaiſter to it, he hath good skill ro 
doe ſo, and ſet others ro work; Grace, grace upon your 
foul , and body and all yeurs. r 
8 Anweth, | Yours in Chriſt, 5. R. 
To : Fei 
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Fir MARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved and Dear Siſter. A 


know your heart is caſt do un, for the defolation like 
zhto come upon this Kirk; and the appearance, that an hireling 
all be thruſt in upon. Chriſt's fiock, in that town; but ſend 

a heavy heart up to Chriſt, it well be welcome. Theſe who 
are vith the beaſt and the Dragon, muſt make war with the 
Iamab ʒbut the lamb shall overcome them, fot he is Lord ofl. ords & 
King of Kings, and they who are with him, are called, and 
choſen , and faithful: Rev. 17: ver. 14. Our ten dayes will 
have an end: all the former things shall be forgotten, when 
we shall be up beſore the throne. Chriſt hath been ever thus 

in the world, he hath al vays the defenders part, and hath heen 

Rill in the camp, fighting the Churches battells. The 
enemies of the Son of God will be fed with theit own flesh, and 
hall drink cheir own blood; and thereforetheir part of it shall, 
- artlaſt, be found hard enough: fo that wee may look fore ward 
and pity them: until the number ef the EleR be fulfilled, Chriſts 

| Sargpents muſt be rolled in blood: Hecometh from Edom, 
trom̃ the laughter of his enemies. Iſa. on ver. 1. Clothed with 

dyed cats, glorious in his apparel » travelling in the great - 

— oFhis on Whois this (ſayeth he) that — in this 
lorious poſture? our great He, that He, who is mighty to fave ; 

whoſe glory shincth, while be ſprinkleth the blood of his ad- 
verſaries upon his garments, and ftainerb all his raiment. The 
glory of his righrcous revenges $bineth forth, in theſe ſtains, 

But ſeing our world is pot here away, we poor childeren , far 

from home. muſt ſteal thorow many watters » weeping as ve 

£oe , and vichall belceving » that we doe the Lords faithfulneſſe 

no wrong, ſeiog he bath ſaid Iſa: 5 1: ver. 12. I, even I am he, 

that comfortatb you, who art thou that art Afraid of a may that 

Hall die, and of the Son of man that chall he made as giiſſe! 

1. 43: ver. 2. When thou paſſeſt thorow the watters, I will 

be with thee; And tharow rhe rivers they shall not overflow 


thee; 
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thee: When thou walkeft thorow the fire thou thall not l 
burnt » neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. There is a clond 
gathering, anda ſtorme comcing. This land shall be turned up 
ide downs and if ever the Lord ſpake to meʒ (think on it) Cheiſts 
* | bride vill be glade of a hole to hide her head in, and the dragon 
may ſo far prevail, as to chaſe the woman and her man- child 
over ſea; but there shall be a gleaning, two or three berries 
left » in the top of the olive tree, of whom God shall ſay, De- 
ſtroy them not, for there is a bleſſing in them: Thereafter there 
thall be a fair ſun-blinke, on Chriſt's old ſpouſe, and a cleare 
z kie, and the shall fing as in the dayes of her youth, The An- 
tichtiſt and the great red Dragon will lop Chriſt's branches, and 
bring his vine to a low ſtuwp , under the feet of thoſe, who carry 
the marke of the beaſt; but the plaint of renown » the man 
whoſc name is the branch , will bud forth again, and bloſſome 
a5 the toſe, and there hill be fair white floorighes again with 
moſt pleaſant fruits upon that tree of life: A ſair ſeaſon may He 
have | grace grace be upon that bleſſed and beautiful tree! un- 
der whoſe shaddow we shall fit, and his fruit shall be ſweet to our 
taſte, But Chriſt shall wooe his handful in the fire, and chooſe 
hisown in the furnace of affliction: but be it ſo, he dow not; 
he will nor ſlay his children: Love will not let him make a full 
end: The Covenant will cauſe him hold his hand. Feare not 
then, (ſaith the firſt and the laſt, he vho was dead and is alive] 11 
We ſee vor Chrift sharpning and furbĩsbing his ſword, for his 1 
enemies; and therefore our faithleſſe hearts ſay, as Tion did, 11 
J. | the Lord bathforſahen me. But Gad reproveth her, and faiths 
e vell well, Zron, is that well ſaid? Think again on it: You 
a ate io the wrong to me? Iſa. 49: ver. 15. Can 4 woman for- 
ir get her ſucking child, that she sbould not have compaſſion on 
2 the fruit of her womb } yea, ſhe may; yet will I not forget thee: 
ſe rr. 16. behold, I have engraven thee upon the palms of my hands. 
ty 
as 
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You break your heart and grow heavy , and forget that Chriſt 

bath your name engraven on the palms of his hand in great 

1 letters. In the name of che ſon of God beleeve , buried 
4 | Scoland, dead and buried with her dear Bridegroom » chall 
„ide che third day again, andthere hallhe © new grouth, al- 
6K 
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burdens; and heavy heart to the ſupportings of his grace, and 
E vill vho dwelt in the bush, to him who was ſeperar from 

is brethren. Try your husband a far off, to ſee if he can be 
induced to think upon 
next to Chriſts comeing in the clouds the moſt joyful ! our el- 
der brethren the Jewes and Chriſt fall upon one anothers necks » 


and kiſſe each other i they have been long aſunder , they will 


be kinde to one another vhen they mect. O day! O longed 
for and lovely day down ! O ſweer Jeſus let me ſee that light, 
which will be as life from the dead, Thee and thy ancient people 
in mutual embraces ' Doſire your daughter to cloſe with Chriſt, 
upon terms of ſuffering for bim; for the croſſe is an old meal. 
ing, and plot of ground, that lyeth to Chriſts houſe. Our 
dear Chiefe, had ay that rent lying to his inheritance, but tell 
her, the day is neer the davning, the skie is tiveing, our be- 
loved will be on us, ere ever we be awar, the Antichriſt and 
death and hell, and Chriſts enemies and ours will be bound, 
and ;caſt into the bottomeleſſe pit, The Lord Jeſus be with 
your ſpirit, 

Anwoth, April. 22. 1635. Yours in his ſipeet 
Lord Feſus. S. R. 


K 
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ter the old timber is curgown. I recommend you and your | 


goeing to America. O to ſec the ſight, * 
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To MARION Mc KNAUGHT.. 


Loving and dear Sifter, 


* 


For Zions ſake hold not your peace, neither be diſcouraged, 
for ongocing of this perſecution, Iehovah is in this burning 
bush. The floods may {well and roar; but our Ark hall ſwim 
above the watters; it cannot ſink, becauſe a Saviour is in it. Be- 
dauſe our beloved was not let · in by his ſpouſe , when he ſtood - 
dhe door, with his wat and fronen head; therefore, he . 
12 
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bave us to ſeek him a while; aud while we are ſecking, the 
| watch men, that goe about the walls, have ſtricken the poor wo- 
| man, and have taken away her vail frem ber; but yet alittle 
vhile and our Lord will come again. Scotlands skie will cleare 
ö 22ain , her moment muſt goe over. I dar in faith ſay and write, 
(Lam not now dreaming ) Chriſt is but ſeeking ( what he will 
3 have and make) a clean gliſtering bride out of the fire. God 
| ſend him his errand : but he cannot want what heſccks, In 
| the mean tim̃e, one way or other, he shall finde, or make a neſt 
pl 
e 


lor bis mourning dove. What is this we are doing, break- 

ing the neck of our faith? We are not come as yet to the 
„ mouth of the red ſea; and howbeit we were, for his honours 
. lake he muſt drie it up, It is our part to die griping » and 
r bolding faſt his faithfulpromiſe. If the beaſt should get leave 
| toride through the land, to ſeal ſuch as are his; he will not 
p et one lamb with him, for theſe are ſecured & ſealed as the ſet- 
d vants of God, In Gods name; let Chriſt take his bar ne floors 
2 and all that is in it to a hill, and winnowit, Let him fiſt his 
1 corne, an l ſweep his houſe , and ſeck his loſt gold. The Lord 
hall cogge the rumbling wheels » or turne them; for the re- 
mainder ef wrath doth he reſtrain. He can looſe the hel- of 
Kings; to God their belt, wherewith they are girt, is knit 
vith a ſingle draw knot, As for a Paſtor to your town, your 
conſcience can beare you wirneile , you have don your part: 
let the maſter of the vineyard now ſce to his garden, ſeing youn 
have gone on, till he hath ſaid, ſtand fli], The willofthe- 
Lord be done. But a trial is not, to give Up with God and 
beliey: no more. I thank my God in Chriſt, I finde the force 
of my temptation abated and its edge bluntod, ſince I ſpoke you 
laſt, I kao not if the tempter be hovering , until he 
finde the dam gather again, and me more ſecure, but it 
hath been my burden, and I am yet more confident , the Lord 
will ſuccout and deliver. I intend God willing, that our 
communion shall be cel:brat the firſt Sabbath aker 
paſche, Our Lord, that great maſter of the feaſt , ſend us 
due hearty and hcearrſome ſupper , for * it shall be the laſt; 
| AER | bj But 
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But we expect, when the chadowes shall flec away, and the 
day dawn, and our Lord shall come to his garden, that he 
Shall feed us in green paſtours . withour feare, The dogs chall 
not then be hunded. out amongſt the sheep. I earneſtly deſire 
your prayers , for aſſiſtance at our work; and put others wich 
you to doe the ſame, Remember me to your Husband, and 
deſite your daughter, to be kinde to Chriſt, and ſeck to win 
neer him, he will give her a welcome into his houſe of wine, 
and bring het into the Kings Chambers, O how will the ſight 
of his face, and the ſmell of his garments allure and ravishthe 

| heart Nou the loye of the loyely Son of God be with you, 


E 
4 
C 


 Anwoth. 1635. | Yours in his ſweet 
Lord Feſus. S. R. c. 
hi 
| wh # 8M 
ri. 
For MARION MC KNAUGHT. h 
1 6; 
Miſtreſſe. Je 
love in Chriſt remembred , having appointed a meeting B 
with M. D.D. And koowing that B. will not keep the ce 


Presby tery, | canoot (ce you now: Commend may journey to £ 
God. My ſoul blefleth you for your laſt letter. Be not diſ- 10 
couraged, Chrift will not want the Iſles - men; the Iſles shall 
wait for his Law : We are his inheritance, and He will ſell no 
part of his inheritance ; for the fins of this Land, and our breach fo 
ofthe Covenant, contempt of the Goſpel , and our defection 
from the truth, He bath ſer up a burning furnace in our mount 
Zion; Bur I ſay it, and will bide by it, the graſſe shall yet 
grow green en our mount Zion: There shall be dew all the the 
night upon the Lillies > amongſt which Chriſt feederh , until bi 
the day break, and the shaddowes fle away: And the moth Fa F 
thall eat up the enemies of Chriſt, Iſa. 50: ver. 9. Let them Ief 
make a Fe of their own, and walkin the light thereof, it 


Shall not let them ſee to go to their bed; but they * fac 


f 
\ 
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down ia ſorrow : Therefore rejoyce and beleeve: Thus in haftes 
Grace , grace be with you and yours» | 


vAnwoth. Yours in Chrift. S. R. 


— — . 
———— 


er MARION Me KNAQGHT. 


—— ü 


Loving aud dear Siſter. 
N [ fear that you be moved and caſt do vu, becauſe of the Lite 


wrong that your Husband recctved in your Towne - Coua- 
cil: Bur [pray you, comfort your ſelf in the Lord; for a juſt 
cauſe bides under the watter, onely as long as wicked men 
hold their hand above it: their atme will weary » and tben the 
juſt cauſe shall ſwime above, and the light, that is ſowen for the 
righteous , shall ſpriag and grow up. It ye were not ſtrangers 
here, the dogs of the World would got barke at you, 2 Cor. 
6; ver. 8. You shall ſee all the windcings & rurnings that arc in 
your way to heaven, out of Gods Word: for he will nor lead you 
to the Kingdome at the neereſt; but you muſt go thorow ho- 
nour and dishonour, by evil report and good report, at de- 
ceivers and yet true, Ver. 9. As unknown and yet well 
9 known , as dying and behold wee live, as chaſtned and not kil- 


: led, Ver. 10. As ſorrow ful and yet always rcjoycciog. The 
world is one of the enemies, that we have to fight with ; bar 
k 2 vauquished aud overcome enemy , and like a beaten and 


ſorelorne ſouldiet; for dur Jeſus hath taken the armour ſiom 
it: Let me then ſpeake to you in his words: Be of good 
courage, ſaith the captain of our ſal vation, for I have overs 
"a tome the world, Youshall neither be free of the ſcourge of 
al the tongue nor of diſgraces „even if it were buffetiug: and 
2 yp ypon the face; as was our Saviours caſe, if you | 
ollow Ieſus Chriſt. I beſeech you in the bowels ofour Lord 
Ieſus, keep a good conſcience (as Itruſt you doe: ) you live 
lie not upon mens opinion: gold may be gold and have the Kings 
ſtampe upon it, vhen it is trampled upon by men. Happy 
ꝛte you, if when the world trampleth upon you in your credite - 
3 
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and good name; yet you are the Lords gold, ſtamped with the 
King of heavens image, and ſealed by his ſpirit unto the day 
of your redemption : Pray for the ſpirit of love, for 1 Cor. 13. 


der. 7. Love bearcthall things, it beleeycth all chings, bope 


eth all things, and endureth — And I pray you and 
your Husband ,. yea I charge you before God, and the Loid 
Jeſus Chriſt > and the elect Angels, pray for theſe your ad- 
verſaries. And read this to your Husband from me, and 


let both of you pat on, as the elect of God, bowells of mercies. 


And, Sifter, remember how many thouſands of talent of tins, 
your maſter hath forgiven you. Forgive ye tberefore your 
fellow ſervants one talent. Follow Gods command in this, 
and ſcek norafter your own heart, and after your own cyes, in 
rhis matter z as the ſpirit ſpeaks Numb. 15. ver. 39. ASke ne- 


ver the counſel of your ewn heart here, the world will blow 


up your heart now, & cauſe it ſwell > except the grace of God 
cauſc it fall. Ieſus, even Ieſus the eternal wiſdom of the Fa- 
ther, give you wiſdom. I truſt God shall be glorified in you. 
And a door shall be ed unto you, as to the Lords priſoners 


ol hape, as Zechariah ſpeaks; it is a benefit to you, that the 


wicked are Gods fan to purge you. And I hope they shall 
blow away nocorne, ot ſpiritual graces, but onely your chaffe, 
I pray you in your purſute, haveſorecourſe to the law of men, 
that you wander not from the law of Cod. Be not caſt down, 
if you ſaw him who is ſtanding on the shore, holding out 
his ar mes to welcome you on land, you would not onely wade 
thorow a {ca of wrongs , but thorow hell it ſelf to be at him. 
And I truſt in God you ſee him ſometimes, The Lord leſus 
be wich your ſpirit and all yours, | 


w., Anwoth Your Brot her in 
* 6-7 the Lord, S. R. 
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For MARION Me KNAUGHT. | E 
Worthy and Dear Miſtriſſe. 3 n ; 


M. deateſt love in Chriſt remembered. As to that bu - 
aeſle, which 4 know you would ſo faine have taking ei 
tcct ., my earueſt defire is; that you ſtand ſtill, haſt not, and 
you shall ſee the ſalvation of God. The great maſter gardner , | 
the Father of our Lord [cſus Chriſt, in a wonderful providence, | 
with his own hand, ( dare, if it were toediſication, ſwear it) 
planted me here, where by his grace, in this part of his vine- 
yard, Igrov. I dar not ſay, but Satan and the world (one oſ 
his pages, whom he (ends his errands) have ſaid otherwiſe, 
aud here | will abide, till the great maſter of the vineyard think 
kt to tranſplant me: but when he ſees meet to looſe me at the 
root , and to plant me where I may be more uſeful, both at to 
fluit and Shaddow, and when he who planted pulleth up, that 
he may tranſplant , who dare put to their hand and hinder ; if 
they doe, God shall breake their arme ar the shoulder blade, 
and doe his turne. When out Lord is going weſt, the devil 
& world goe eaſt: and doe you not know, that it hath been evet 
this way berwixt God and the world, God drawing, and they 
holding, God, yea, and rhe world nay: but they fall on their ; 
back and are fruſtrar , and our Lord helderk his grip. Where- 7 
fore doth the word ſay, that our Chriſt, the good · man of this % 
houſe, bis dear kirk, hath feet like fine braſſe as if they burned 
in a furnace? Rev. x; ver. 15. For no other cauſe, but be. 
cauſe, where our Lord ſetteth down his braſen feet. he vill 
foreward ; and whitherſoever he looketh z he will follow his 
look; and his feet burne all under them, like as fire doth ſtubble 
and thornes. I think He hath now given the world 2 proof of 
his exceeding great power, when he is doing ſuch great thi 9 
wherein ion is concerned, by the ſvord of che Swediſh Kings ML 
ofaGideon. As you love the glory of God pray inſtantly. (c s- 
| $2eall your praying ac quantance, & rake their fairhful premm - 


Fg 


— 
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to doc che like) for this King, and every one that Zions King 
armeth, to extcute the vritten vengeance on Babylon: Our 
Lord hath begun to looſe ſome of Babylons cornerſtones, Pray 
him to hold on; for that city muſt fall, and the birds of the aire 
and the beaſts of the earth muſt make à banquet of Balylen; 
for he hath invited them to eat the lh of that whore, and to 
drink her blood: and the cup of the Lords right hand shall be 
turned unto her, and shameful ſpewing shall be upon her glory: 
He, whoſe word muſt ſtand, hath laid, Take this cup at the 
band of the Lord, and drink and be drunken, and ſpew and fall 
and riſe no more, Fer. 25: ver. 27. Our Jclus ſetting up him 
ſelf, as his Fathers enſigne Iſa. II. ver. 10. As Gods fair white 
colours, that bis ſoulders may all flock about him: Long, 
!ong may theſe colouts ſtand i [ is long ſince he diſplaid a ban- 
ner againſt Babylon , in the light of men and angells: Let 
us rejoyce and triumph in our God, the victory is certain; for 
when Chrift and Babel wreſſle, then argells and ſaints may 
are themſelves to ſieg Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 
Howbcit that Prince of renown) precious Jeſus , be now weep= 
ing and bleeding in his members; yet Chriſt will laugb again, 
and it is time eneugh for us to laugh, when our Lord Chriſt 
lavghetb, and that will be shortly: For when we hear of warrs & 
rumours of warres, the judge's feet ate then before the door, 
and he muſt be in heaven, giving order to the Angels to make 
themſelves ready, and prepare their hooks and ſicles for that 
great harveſt. Chriſt will be upon us in haſte, watch but a 
little, and ere loag the skies will rive, and that fair lovcly per- 
fon, Ieſus, shall come in the clouds, fraughted and loaded 
with glory; and chen all theſe knaves and foxes, that deſtroy- 
ed the vines, shall call to the hills, and cry to the mountains 
_ ro cover them and hide them from the face of him F who 
firrcth upon the throne , and from the wrath of the lamb. 
Remember me to your Husband , and deſite him from me to 
help Chriſt, and to take bis part; and in judgement fide cyer 
with him, and receive a blow patiently for his ſake ; for heis 
-worthy to be ſuffered for, not onely ro blowes, bur alſo to 
blood; He shall finde, that innocency and uprightocſle in jug- 
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Epiſt. 18. Letters. 31 . 
gement shall hold irs ſer, and make him happy, when | 
jouking will not doe it: [ ſpeake this, becauſe a perſon ſaid | 
io me. I pray God, the countrey be not in worſe caſe now, when 
the Proveſt and Baylies are agreed, then formerly: to whom {| 
11 eplyed , 1 truſt rhe Proveſt 1s 2 with the mans perſon, 
but not with his faults. I pray for you, - with my whole foul 
and deſite, that your children may walk in the truth, and 
that the Lord may shine upon them, and make their faces to 
thine, when the faces of others sball blusb , I dar promiſe 0 
them in his name, whoſe truth I preach, if they vill but try 
Gods ſervice, that they shall finde him the ſweeteſt maſter that 
e ever they ſerved ; and deſire them from me, but to try for a 
while the ſervice of this bleſſed maſter , and then if his ſervice 
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4 de not ſweet, if it afford not what is pleaſant to the ſoul's raft . 
ct change him upon tryal, and ſeek a better: Chriſt is an un- 
Ir ksown Chriſt to young ones: and therefore they ſeek him 
y not, becauſe they know him not. Bid them come and lce R 


Ns and ſeek a kiſſe of his mouth; & then they will finde his mouth 
p- i ſo ſweet that they will be everlaſtingly chained unto him, 


= by their own conſent: If Lhave any credit with your child | 
i ren, lentreat them in Chriſts name, to try what trath an | 
& reality is in what I ſay, and leave not his ſervice, till they || 
or, have found me alvar: I gave you- your Husband and them to 4] 


his keeping, to whom I have and dat venture my ſelf and 
ſoul» even to our dear friend Ieſus Chiiſt , in whom I am. 


Anwot h. Yours. S. R. 


. 
* 


— — 


For MARION Mek NAuchr. 


Welbeloved Siſter, | 44 | 


Y deareſt love in Chriſt remembered foyou: Know'tha 
lam in great heavineſle, for the pitiful caſe of out Lords 
Kick: | heare the cauſe why D. Burton is committed to 
priſon , is, bis writing and preaching againſt the Arminians, 
Ithereſore entreat the aid of your prayers fer my (elf , and * 
| Lords- 


32 Mr RuTneRFoorD's Epiſt, 18. 
Lords captives of hope, and for Zion. The Lord hath and 
dayly lets me (ce clearly, how deep furrowes Arminianiſme aud 
hie followers of it, shall draw upon the back of Gods Iſtacl 
(bar our Lord cut thecords of the wicked?) Iſa. 49: ver. 14. 
But Zion ſaid the Lord bath joreſaken me, and my Lord hath* 
forgotten me. Lam. I: ver. 2. ion weepeth ſore in the night a 
and ber tears are upon ber cheeks: among ft all her lovers ſhe hath 
none to comfort her, 4'l her friends have dealt treacherouſl) 
with her, and are become her enemies. Iſa. I. ver. 22. Our ſil- 
ver is become dro ſſe, our wine mixed with matter Lam. : ver. 1. 
How is the gold become dim? how is the moſt fine gold changed e 
the ſtones of the ſandtuary are poured out in the top o every ſircet. 
Ver. 2, The precious ſons of Zion comparable to fine gold h 
are they efteemed as earthen pitchers. the work of #be hands of the 
Potter. It is time now for the Lord's ſecreet ones, who favour 
the duſt of Zion, to cry, how long Lord. And to go up to 
their watch rower , and to ſtay there, and not to come down, 
until the viſion ſpeak ; for it will ſpeak Hab. 2. Ia the mean 
time, the juſt shall live by faith. Let us wait on, and not 
weary. I have not a threed to hang upon and reſt, bur this 
one, 1/2. 40. ver. 15. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb? yea ſhe 
may forget, yet will I not forget ther, Ver, 16. Behold I have 
graden thee upon the palmes of my hands, thy walls are conti- 
nually before me. For all out ward helps doe fail, it is time there- 
fore for us to hang our ſelves, as our Lords veſſcls, upon the 
pail , that is faſtned in a ſure place. We would make ſtakes of 
eur own faſtaing, but they will break. Our Lord will have 
Zion on bis own nail. Edom is buſy within us, and Babel 
without us, againſt tlie handful of Jacob's ſeed. It were beſt 
that we were upon Chtiſts ſide of it, for bis enemies will get 
the ſtakes to keep ( as the proverb is:) our greateſt diffculty 
will be, to win on upon the rock now, when the wind and 
waves of perſecution are ſo lofty and proud. Let ſwces Jeſus 
take us by the hand: neither muſt we think, that it will be 
other wiſe, for it is told to the fouls under the altar, Red. 6. 
Tuba ibeir fellem ſervants muſt be killed as they were, Surcly» 
ie 2 | it 
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Epiſt. tg) eite. 
it cannot be long 03, Niy heare him ſay , «* 


my dear bride, ” think not long. I sball be at you at once. 
I heare you, and am comcing. Apel. even ſo Ceed Je- 
ſus, come quickly. For the priſouers of hope are looking out 
at the priſon windows: to ſet iftliey'c2n behold the Kings am 
baſſdout comeidy,, with the Kings warrant, and the 
I viite not ro you by g ueſſe now, herauſe bares warrant to 
Gy unto you , the gar ments * muſt be once 4 
u dyed in blood, 25 long g 2goe her Husbands was, But 
our Father ſecs hit bleeding ſon. What! write unto you, how 


it to I. G. Grace, grace, race, aud mer * 
your Hasband and Aren, 1 7 . 


| «Anwoth.. = 5 Your inte Lord 8 1 


Ak 2 
— 2 — — 


For MAR TON Me aut 


Welbeloved and dear Sifter-in Chriſt 


[ could not get an paves _ to your letter till now ; g 
r of my wifes diſcaſe, and sheis yet mightily pained, 1 
Weed: e end 1 God's metey. I know 5 1 ated 
life looks very like the way , that leads to the kingdom; bang 
the Apoſtle Ads, 14. 22 hath drawn the line and the Kio C 
mercat- way, Through much tribulation, to the ki | 
Lord grant us the whole armourof God. Ye vrite to tne con- 
ccrning your peoples diſpoſition » how their hearts _— 
toward the man ye know, and whom * delire moſt ear 
your ſelf. He would moſt gladly haye the Lords call fre 
lantarion 3 for he I , all God's plants ſet by bis 
and chrive well ; aad if the work be of God, he cad. 2 2 
ſiepping- ſtone of che devil himſelf, for ſetting — the work, 
For your ſelf 1 would adviſe your to ask of woe? a Pros ; 
heart, Your reward shall —_ GJ var vor prop 
nor gathered; (as the propher ſpeaks ) & ſuppoſe the wor 

proſper Gel ala Doe you _— of the bredebrs- 2 


1 | 
j | 
| 


—_— . 


— — — 
1 > = . 


M RurunzvoonD's Epiſt. 20. 
rake Chriſt caution , ye shall not Joſe your reward. Hold 
Jour Ip, faſt If ye knew the mind of the glorificd in heaven, 
1 heareo come to their hand at an eaſy mercat , when 
al argon it ſor three - ſcore or four®ſcore years wreſtling 
Wb — 2 thicker ,. ye shall think, all I 
did, in e rev ard now enjoyed of free gu 
e Non wy few r. the love of the Prince 
LL 2 ndiag at the end of your way, js — 
7 and abe gat land to the race zanncrs.; 
Faint not. Take as many to HY with 
8 le to draw. The moe yedraw with you Ke 
the welcomer your ſelf. Be no Niggard or 


3+ 


wh 


5 5 


ehurle of the grace of God; and employ =" your —_—_ 


for cſtablicking an honeft Mitiſtery i in your Town „ now when 


ye have ſo few to ſpeak a good word for I bave man 
1 heart dayly in my calling. 1 9 — be undone, if! 
ence » to che 


ad r to the King's chamber of pref 
kim all bufineſs. "The devil rages andis wad, to ſee the 
water drawn from his own mill: but would to God, ve could 
be the Lord's inſtruments to build the ſon of God's houſe: pray 
for me; Ifche Lord furnish not new timber from lebanon, 
ild the houſe > the work will ceaſe. 1 look to him „h 
th began well with me, 1 have his hand write, He will not 
thavge r daughter is well, and longs for a bible. The 
Lord Tſtablish 4 in peace. The Lord Fin be wich ** 


— — £ 
Auel. Tat en chip 4 R. 
. MARION M KNAUGHT.. 
5 +11 Miſtreſſe. : 1 20 


VI Sabback come eight Lag I will intreat you to recom- 

epd,.it to God, and to 5 t me in that work. 1 baye moe 
i FI upon me now, than L. time. Therefore I vill beſeech 
S * 
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Eviſt. 20. Letter, © TE 
yps. in Chrift , feck this petition to me from Cod, that the* 
Lord wogld give me grace to vow and perform new obedience. ' 


a * 
* 


| 

f Ihave cauſe to ſuite this of ym, and sbew it to Tomas Carſin, 
5 Fergus and Jean Brown, for | have been and am exceedingly 
| * | * caſt doun, and am fighting agaidſt a malicious devil. of v hom 
» I can vin lictle ground. And 1 would thiok a ſpoil, plucked 
i from him and bis truſiy ſervant, fin, alawfuland juſt conqueſt, 
8 And it were no fin to take from him, in the name ofthe 

man of our houſe, our King jeſus, I invite you to the ban- 
k quet. He ſaith, ye shall bedearly welcome to him. And 1 
£ deſire to believe, ( howbeir not ic hout great feat) he ch 
8 as hearty in his gyn houſe, as be has been before. For ml 
8 is but (wall reckoning » but I would fan have our Father and 
n Lord to break the great fair loaf, Chriſt 5 and to diſtributethis 
4 lain ſon amongſt the bairns of his houſe. And that if any vere 
1 a flep- bairn , in reſpect of comfort and ſenſe, it were rather 
= my ſelf than his 2 bairns. Therefore bid our welbeloved 
he come to his gatden, and feed among the lillies, And as con- 
1d ceruing Aion, I hope, our Lord, who Tach. 2. ſent bis an- 
y gel with a meaſuring line in his hand, to meaſure the length 

and breadth of Feruſalem , in token he would not want a foot 

of len ach or inch of his own free heritage, shall take order with 
6 thoſe , who have taken away many acres of his own land from 


him. And God will build Zeruſalemin the old fled and place: 
IP IDE was before: in this hope rejoyce and — — 
garment was not dipt in blood for nothing, but for his brides 
EP bought with ſtrokes. I will deſire you to remember 
my old ſuits to God, God's glory and the increaſe of light: 
— that I dry not up. For your town, hope and believe, that the 
| Lord will gathcr-in his looſe sheavs among you to his bars, 
and [end one with a vel · tooth d shary hook, and ſtrong gare _ 
dies, to reap his barveſt. And the Lord Jeſus be Husband- 
man, and overſee the growing. Remember my love to your 
Hus band and go Samuel: grace upon you and your children, 
rd make them corner ſtones in Jeruſalem, and give them 
grace in their youth, to take band with the fair chief corner ſtone, 
ch bo was heycd out of the mountain without hands; and get 


you 295 2 


————— 


36 M Rur ggRrookbp's Epiſt. 21. 
many & knock with his Father's fore · hammer, 2nd endurel 
them l, and the ſtone did neither cleave nor break, upon | 
dee your ſoul to lye. King Jeſus be with your 


Your friend in bis pclbe. 
loved Loyd Feſur, S. R. | 


— 


— 
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Fer MARION Me KNA UuGHT. 
Love io Chriftremembred. Iam grieved at the heart 
MIo writc any thing to you, to breed heavineſs to you · 
And what | have written, I wrote it with much heavineſs. But 
1 iutreat you in Chrift*s name, w hen my ſoul is under vreſtlings, 
and ſeeking direction from our Lord, (to whom his vineyard bo- 
loageth) whicher I shall go, giye me liberty to adviſe, and tr 
all airths and paths, to ſee whether he goeth before tue and lead. 
eth me. Forif I were affured of God's call to your Town , let 
my arm fall from my shoulder blade and loſe power, and my 
right eye be dried up , which is the judgement of the idol shep = 
berd Zach; 11: 17. If 1 would not ſuim through the water, 
without a boat, ere I ſat his bidding. But If ye kaew my doubt - 
ingsand fears in that. ye would ſuffer with me. Whether' they 
be temptations, or impediments caſt in by God , I know not, 
but you have now cauſe to thank God. For ſeeing the Biſhop hath 
given you ſuch a promiſe, he will give you an honeſt man, more 
villingly than he will permit me to come to you. And, as Lever 
imreated you, put the bufineſs our of your hand in the Lord's 
xeverence; and ſtry of him, if ye have warrant of him to ſeek 
no man in the world , but one onely , when there are choice of 
good men to be had: howbeit they be too ſęarce, ye they are. 
And what God ſaith to me in the buſineſs, L reſolve by his grace 
to do; for I know not what he will do wich me, but God shall 
fill you with joy, ere the buſineſs be ended. For | perſwade my 
ſelf, our Lord Jeſus hath ſtirred you up already to do good in 
the buſineſt, atid ye shall not loſe your reward, I have heard 
your Hurband & Samuel have been ſick. The ä 
7 | 


- 
of > wo @ mm» > ©. ©. to A ae £ 


Epiſt. 2. Letters. 6 
the branch and God's fellow , who ſtandeth before his Father , 
— tay and belp Zach. 13: der. 5. I would I were able 
to your ſoul: but haye patience and ſtand till : he that 
believerh maketh not haſte. Thi matter of: Crawmond caſt in 
at thistime is either 2 temptation, baving fallen out at this 
time, or then it will elear all my doubts, and let you ſee the 
Lords will. But I never knew my own part in the bufineſs till 
nov. I thought I was more willing to have embraced the charge 
in your Town, than I am, or am able to vin to. I know. ye pray 
that God would reſolve me what to do; and will interpret me, as 
love biddeth you, whichrhinkerh not ill, and believeth all things, 
and all things. — more than the Son of God, 
and ye have him already, and ye shall be fed by the caryer ofthe 
meat, be who he will. And theſe vho are hungry look more to tue 
meat, than to thecarver.1 cannot ſee you the next week, If my lady 
— muſt viſite her. The week 1 
Prelbytery at Girtoun. God will diſpoſe of the meeting. Grace 
— your ſeed & husband: the Lord Ieſus be with your 


Anwoth | Yours in Chrift, S. R. 


— —, (RG 


For MARION MEKNAUGHT.. 
Worthy and welbeloved Miſtreſs. | 
Y love in Chriſt remembred. I have ſent youa lettex from 
Mr David Dick, concerning the placing of Mr Hugh Mc 
kail with themſelves; therefore I write to you now, onely to in- 
treat you in Chriſt, not to be diſcouraged thereat: be ſubmiſſive 
to the will of your dear Lord, who knoveth beſt vhat is gopd for 
your ſoul and your towa both; for God can come over g 
mountains than theſe , we belieye; for he workerh his greateſt 
vor ks, contrareto Carnal reaſon and means. My ways are not, 
ſaith our Lords as your ways ; neither are my thoughts - as: your 
thoughts Iſa. 5 5. I am no vhit put from my helief for all that; 
believe, pray and uſe means. We hall cauſe My John Ker, 
who conveyed my ſelf to Lochinvar , to uſe meant to fk 2 
C3 you 
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z Mr Rur nEzATOO ADD Epiſt. 25. 


you, aud i truſt he vill ſend one to wooe het to out ſweet Lori 
Jeſus. He will not want his wife for the ſuiting : and lie has 
means abundance in his hand, to open all the ſlost and bars, chat 


Satan draws over the door: he cometh to his bride leaping over * 


the mountains, and skippiag over the hills: his way to his 
ſpouſe is full of ſtones, mountains and watcrs ; yet he putteth 
in his foot and waderh through: he will not want her; and 
therefore refresh me vith two words, concerning your confi. 
dence and courage in our Lord, both about that and about bit 
ewn Zion; for he woocth bis wife in the burning boch: and 
for the good will ofhim that dwelleth in chebush che buck is 
not conſumed. It is bettet to weep with Jeruſallm in the fore 
noon, than to 2 — atter noon, in the end of the 
day. Our da et and rejoycing is coming: yet alittle 
— ye al ie r ſalvation of God. E long to ke you, 
and to hear how your children ate, eſpecially Samuel. Grace 
be their heritage and portion from the Lord, andthe Lord be 
Their lot, and then their iaheritance shall pleaſe them well; 
Remember my love to your Husband: the Lord Jeſus be with 
your ſpirit. 
Anwoth. Yours in his ſweet 
TDLora Ie, & R. 


& FF - + 


"Fw MARION ME KNAUGHT. 
©" Welbeloved Sir. . 


Y love in Icſus Chriſt remembred.: Your daughter is 
Ma + thanks be to God ; Ltruſt in him, yerhall have joy 
ef ber, The Lord bleſß her. Iam no. pceſently going about 
caccchifiog.. The bearer is in haſte : fotget nat pοr Non aud 
the Lord remember yon, far. we thall be chottly winnowed ; 
| Jeſus pray for us, that ou/ faith fail not. I woald wich to fee 
yoaa Sabbath wichus and we shall ſtir up one another, God 
willipg , to ſack che Lord; ſot it may be he hide himſelf from 


n dci be long: Keep that which. you have, ores 
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Epiſt. 24. * Letters. 4 * 39 

more in heaven · The Lord ſend us to the %choar our of all the 

ftorms , with our filly ſouls whole and foand with us: For ff 

liberty of conſcience come, as isrumored, the beſt of ub 

vill be put to our vis, to ſeek how to be freed. But we 24 

be oith thoſe, 8 chamber to go in unto oy 
i 


of lſa. 26: 20. Read the place your ſelf, and keep you 

your houſe, chile the — 2 5 paſt. If you can learns 

ray againſt C. try, and cauſe try, that we — ſee the*Eords 
tiphreous judgement upon the devile inftramcnrs, We are bor 
much — to his kindneſs. I with all ſuch wicked 'doere 
vere cut off. Theſe in baſte : I bleſs you in Gods name and all 
yours : your daughter defires a bible and a gown : I hope she 
Shall uſe the bible well, which if he do, the gown is the bets 
ter beſtowed. . The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirtit. 


«cAnwoth. Yours for ever in 
| Chr if 7 58. & 


„„ 


— 


 b ax ans 4 2 n 2 74 
For” MAR1ON MC Nu 


Vr, | # 1 & 5" * . 


Y love in leſus Chriſt remembred — bebe; 
honour to my Lord; but my wifes diſeaſe ibereaſeth day. 
ly,ro her great torment and pain night and day; che has not been 
in Gods houſe, figce our communion , neither out of het bed?? 
[ have hired a man to Edinburgh to dottor Leally - andito Toby x 
Hamilton. Ican hardly believe her diſeaſe is or 
her li ſe is bit ter to her: She done, but cries, as V 
rarelling in birth: what will be the event; ke that /hath*the 
keys ofthe gtare knows: I have been many tier, face Faw 
ou, that I have beſought the — 92 out of the 
ane totake her to 2 reſt, | belieye the Lords tide vf . 
tioas will cbb again; but at preſent I am exerciſed with the 


vreſtlingsof God's: belag affraid of norking worejahau-akiss, If 
that God bas lex — upon j 1 
2 


my houſe, 
hin and bis inftruments, Becauſe Satan in not caſt 
c 4 


90 M RurnERTOO RHD“ Epil. 25. 
f I imreat you remember our eſtat to our Lord. 
and intreat all good Chriſtians, whom yekoow , but eſpecially 
ſaſtor, to do the ſame: it becomes us ſtill to knock, and to 
ye at the Lords door, while we die knocking. It he will not o- 
ic 1s more then he has ſaid in his word 3 but he is faithiul. 
not to win away to my home, without wounds and blood, 
— 9 ene > Goh if Chriſt he wich it. I have 
a calme ipirit in the vork of my calling here , being day 
Chaſtiſed ; yet God bath not put out my — - "> 
che wicked. Grace 4 grace be with you and all yours. 


Anwoth, © ©* Yoursinhis Lord, S. K. 


9 


To MARION Me ENAUCEHx. 
Worthy and wilbeloved Miſtreſs. | | 


Y love 8 I know ye have heard of the 
purpoſe fy adverſaries, to try what thay Ga do aganſt 
me at thi N for tbe work of Godio —— J — 
was at your communion. They intend to call me in queſtion at the 
Synod , for treaſonable doctrine, Therefore help me with your 
prayers, and defire your acquainrance to help me alſo, Your 
cars heard how Chriſt was there · If he ſuffer his ſervart to get. a 
broken head, in his own kingly ſervice, and not either help or 
revenge the wrong, I never ſaw the like of it. There is not a 
night drunkard, time · ſerving, idle, idol hepherd to be ſpo- 
ken againſt» I am che onely mau; and becauie it is fo » and 
uo God vill not help tham, leſt they he proud, I am couſi- 
dent theit proceſt ahall fall aſunder. Ovely be ye earneſt with 
Godfor hearing, or an open ear, and reading of the bill, that 
hemay in heaven heat both pariics , and judge accordingly; and 
donbt not, fear not, they shall not, who-now ride higheſt, put 
Chrit aut of his kindly poſſeſſion in Scotland. The pride of man 
ud his rage halb tutn to the praiſe / of our Lord. lt is an old 
ud, tlas he rulers. ofthe earth, the Dragon and bis angels, 
arecarryed te the lamb and bis fallowers ; but the _— 
rs TP: .. : 


al 


the lamb shall overeom books word of God; and believe 


this and waice on a little, till they have got their wombigl of 


clay and gravell, and they shall know, ho beit ſtollen waters 


be lv eet, Eſauòs portion is not worth his hunting. Commend 
to your Husband, and ſend me word how Grizel is. Theses 


your ſpirit, P d 7 
» «Anwoth. Yours in his onely oni 
<p: 3 th Lord leſs, S. R. 
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rer MARION MCKNAUGHT. 
Miſtreſs. 3 


vhom I love, I thought to requeſt you , if ye caa h 
is wife with your advice, for she is in a moſt davgerons and 


ed in her carriage and life, this time by paſt, and had hope that 
nl God would have brought her home, and now by appearance 
the I the will depart this life, and leave a number of children behind 


Jr My own wifeis ſtill in excecdiog great torment night and day, 
t'a Pray for us » for my life was never ſo weariſom to me. God 
of hath filled me with gall and wormwood ; but I believe; (which 
: 3 I toldsup my bead above the water.) It is good for 4 man ( faith 
po- de ſpirit of God Pam. 3.) that he bear the yoke in his youth, I ds 


d1 member you. I pray you, be humble and believe : & I intrear 


uni- you in Ieſus Chriſt, pray for Iohn Stuart and his wife ; and de- 
uh te your Husband to do the ſame, Remember me heartily ta 
hat Lean Bromn; defirc her to pray for me and my wife: Ido te- 


and ¶ member her. Forget bot Jon. Grace grace upon them an 


Ifthe be broken oma tock, ve will be caſt over bord to ſwim to 

lind betwixt death and life. The grace of leſus be with your 

Htsband and children, Fin four $0 
Anwoth. . * Yours in our Chriſt; S. R. 


6 

[ 

d 

[ % 

. of God lead her through the water. The Lord leſus be with 

de vuk 
7 

0 


M: love in Chriſt remembred. At the defire of this bearer; 


deadly like condition; for I have thought, che was far chang- 


her. If ye can beintreated to belp her, iris a work of mercy. 


peace that pray for Zion. She is the ship we fail in to Canaan. 


BL FEY 
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wn" MARION M©KNAUGHT. 
1 Dear Sifter. = | Kn, 
J longed much to have conferred with you at this time a q am 
grieved at any thing in your houſe that grieveth yon a 
hall, by my Lords grace, ſuite my Lord to helpypurro bear 
your burden, and co come · in behind you, and give you & your 
burdens a put up the mountain. Know you not that Chriſt worth 
his wife in the furnace Iſa. 48: yer. 1-2. Behold 1 bade refined 
thee bug not with ſilxerz 1 hade choſen thee in the furnace of allic. 
tion; Hecaſterh bis love on you, when you are in the furnace 
of afflicton: you might indeed be caſten do vn, if he brought you 
ia and left there; hut when hie leadeth you there the 
waters » think ye not that he has a {weet ſoft hand? you k⁰ν 
his love. grip already; yau shall be deliycred, wait on; Icſus 
will make 4 roade » and come and fetch home the captive ; you 
shall not die in priſon , hut your ſtrokes are ſuch as were your 
Husbands, who was wounded ia the houſe of his friends, 
ſt:okes'were not nemings to him, aad neither are they to you; 
But your wiotcr night is neer ſpent; it is acer hand the dawne 
ing.; I will ſee you leap for joy: the kirk shall be delivered; 
Thus wilderneſs shall bud and grow up like a roſe; Chriſt got a 
charter of Scotland from his father, and who will bcreave him 
of his heritage , or put our Redcemer out of his maleing, uni 
. be run; out. I muſt have you praying for me; I am 
black;4hem'd for erermore pow wich Chriſts 2 3 and in 
rixat, on the 27 and 18 of auguſt » I got a full anſwet of my 

ord, to be a graced miniſter, and a choſen arrow hidden in his 
on quiyer. But know, this aſſurance is not keeped but by 
vuching and prayer; and thereſore, dear Miſiris, help me; 1 
have gotten now, honour to my Lord, the gate to open the 
Note, and thut the harr of his door : and I think it eaſy to get 
any thing from the King by prayer, and to uſe holy violence 
with him. Chriſt was in Cas farne kirk, and opned che peo- 
ples hearts vonderſully; Leſus is looking up that water, and 
5 | mintiog 


* 


na 


* 8 'n * 
his welcome home to the Moors. No peace and grace be 
4 * 82 * 


upon you and all y mn. ”o1 
0 Y Js p ” _— Tek 1 ” 1 . a ' 
| vinowh. Aug. 20. 1633. 10 | 
* | e * 
Fer MARION Me KNAugHT. 
een . «3055 des Fo 4 9 
45» 
'F Miflreſſe. M. Rar | wh" 


V love in Chriſt temembred; I am in care and'fear for 
Letiis wark of our Lotcds, now ncer apptoaching z becaaſt 
ot cuc danger ofthe time, asd I dat not for my ſoul be itent 3 

to ſee my Lords houſe barning and not cry „lite, fire; there 
fore ſeek from our Lord viſdome ſpiritual, not black policy » 

to ſpeak with liberty our Lords truth. I am caſt down, and 
would fain have acceſs and preſence to the King » chat day 
even howheitl should break up yron doors. I belie vc you will bot 
forget me, and yow will delice Iran Brown 5 Thomas Car- 

{mm , and Marion Carſen to help me, Pray for well- cooked 


meaty and an heartſome Saviour with joy crying, welcome, in 


my Fathers name. I am confident, Zion shall be well; the 


bash shall burn and not conſume, for che/goodwill af hl 


that dwelt in the bush. But the Lord is making - on a fire in 
Jeruſalem, and purpoſeth to blow the bellows 4, and to melt 
the tin and braſs, ard bring out a fair beautiful bride out of 
the furnace, that will be married over agath, upon the new 
Husband , and ſing as ia the dayes of her youth, the 
contract of marriage is written over again z hut l fear che bride: 
be hidden for a time from the Dragon; thar/purſuerb*the'wo=» 
wan with child; but whar howbcit we goe and lurlæ in dhe wil. 


deroeſs , and ſpeak ro hor heart: nothing caſteth mne don 
bur only I fear the Lord will caſt downcheshepherderems, and: 
ked his on id a ſecret place; But let us, however matert ſra- 
ne, caſt over the affairs of the bride upon the bridegroom the 
porcramcent is upon his ahouldets » and bee d bear wall welb 


dnels for a time 4 for the Lord vill take his kiri co the wil. 


» « 


44 M* RuTunzRroorD's Epiſt. 29. 
enough; that ſallen ſtar, the Prince of the bottomleſs pit, 
kndweth, it is neer the time when he shall be tormented , and 
now in bis evening he has gathered his armies, to vin one baitel 
or two, in the edge of the evening, at the ſun going down; * i 

and when our Lotd has been wartcriog his vineyeards, in France 
and Germany and Bohemia, how can we think our ſelves Chrifts 
Siſter . if we be pot like bim , and our other great Siſters, I Cate 
not bar think, icin the ends br the earth ate given to Chriſt, 
Pſ. 2: ver, 8. and Scotland is the end of the earth, (and ſo we 
are in Chriſts Charter- Tailzy ) but our Lord will keep his poſ- 
ſeſſion; ve fall by promiſe and law to Chtiſt: Hee van us v ich 
the ſweat of his browes (if l may {ay fo), his Father promiſed him 
his liſerent of Scotland: glory, glory to our King, long may he 
vear his crown | O Lord let us never ſee another King. O let 
him come dowo like rain upon the new mown graſs. I had you 
in remembrance on Saturday in the morning laſt, ip a great mea» 
fyrc, & was breught thrice on end, in remembrance of you, in my 
prayer to God. 


Grace, grace be your portion. 
Anpoth. March. z. 1634. Yours in bis ſweet 
, | 45 Lord leſus, S. R. 
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rr MARION M©KNAUGHT. 


V lore in Chriſt remembred, pleaſe you underſtand, to 
Iny grieſe, our communion is delayed till Sabbath come 
eight dayes : for the laird and lady have eatneſtly deſired me ro 
delay it. becauſe the laird is ſick, and he fears, bebe not able 
to travel, becauſe he has lately taken phyſick. The Lord bleſs 
chat votk : commend it ro God as you love me. For I love not 
Satans thonus caſt in the Lords way: the Lord rebuke him. 1 
ttuſt io Gods-mercy , Satan has gotten but a delay , bur no free p 
diſcharge, -zhat his kingdome hall not be hurt. Commend the : 
L#irdto your Sad, I pray you advertiſe your people, that cbey 
be nor diſappointed in comipg here. Show ſuch of them as you 


eine love 


Letter. 45 
rein Chriſt from me » that Jeſus Chriſt will be welcomer when 
comes in, that he has thatpned cheir defreydor eight gayee 
ace, Your daughteris well, L hope» every way. Forget not 
ds kick: they are bur valtards, and not ſons and daughters, 
Fu mourne not for Zion: Yd hear us- No farther, Jeſus 
* be with your ſpirit. F [remember you and your new 
r Er neat 
hath 25 2 i Yours at all power in 

4 A da t-F 5. 5 the Lord, K. 


piſt. zo. 


12 „ „ > 4 _ : 1 
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For M ARION ME KNAUGHT. 


Y love in Chrift remembred ; I hear this lay, your 
Towa is to chooſe a Commiſſioner for the Parliament » 
:d 1 was written to from Edinburgh, to ſee that good men 
ould be cheſen in your bounds. And L have heard this day. 
bat Robert Glendoning or Iohn Ewart look to be choſen. 1 
leech you ſee this be not; the Lords cauſe eraveth other vit - 
reles to ſpeak for him, tban ſuch men z and therefore let it 
ot be (aid , that Kjrkendbright,which is ſpoken of in this king< 
ome for their religion, hath ſent a man to be their mouth 
that will ſpeak againſt Chriſt, Such a time as, this will not fall 
out once in half an age. I would entreat your Husband to take 
upon him, It is an bonourable and neceffary ſervice for Chriſty 
ad shew him, that-Iwrote unto you for that effect. I fear” 
Vilian Glendoning hath not skill and authority. Iamia 
I heavineſs ; pray for me, for we muſt take our life in our 

dd, in this ill time. Let us ſtirs up our ſelves, ta lay our Lords 
Ne and her wrongs before our Husband and Lord. Lord Jen 


Aude. May, 20, Pie is his ſoc 
250 mg A Lora les, - . 


Fs. 
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- For MARION- * KNA UGHT, 


lee pr. 251 3437 


M oll and dente love in Shri 4e err 55 that 
[ bave berg vitgiog..cay lady. Kenmure : ber child is 
withthe Lord: I eatteat you, viſit her; and dcfire the goods 


wife of Barcupple to viſit ber, and Knockbrecks', if you ſee 
him in the ton. My F'byd her Husband is abſent» and] 
think she vi Mr Halgleith, 
and I deſired you to deaf for, at my Lord Kirkcud right 
hand. Send mt hr, if youdbraincd ary thibgitt my Lord: 
hands, anent the giving up of our names tothe hi gh commiſſion; 
for I hear it is not for nothing, that the By hath taken that 
courſe: our Lord knows beſt what is good for an old kick 
- thatis fallen from lier fitſt love, apd hath forgotten het Huv 
band, dayes s Wirbout bucber; 5 tr rycl.i is 12 to com vn; 
dut 1 ain be; 'Qur Hdsband'r BU balloſe chaffebix do 
corn at all. | Yer There is 4 dry Wi Wea comipg 7 but neither 
to fan nor to inge - Happy are tbey who are Por blown away 
with the chaffe; for we will but fu Ckentatlon for ten difes ; n 
but thoſe who arefaltbfal to thedeath, shall receive the crown 
oflife. I hear dayly-whar hath been ſpoken of my ſelf, mot 
unjuſt and falſlyy and no marvel , rhe Dragon with the [wi 
ef his taile,, hath\maderbethird part af the ſtars to fall from he: 
ven, ard the fallen ſtart would ve many ro fall wich then, 
Ifever Satan was buſy,” bow, when he knoweth' bis time is 
cHorr,, heis buly ; yr zlittle While anld he chat Shall come, v 
come, de wilf hot tarfy- ke, ere it he long chel:ord af in con 
75 ridd ill pat ixt us and Hit enemies: 450 welcen 
Lord leſat; Vp Send e erg Yor C — ut diuph 
ter, whomTr ber in Chit, and gelte de p Caſt he 
ſelfin his arms, who was born of a woman, "avi he 20 
cient of dayes was made a young weeping child. It was 
for nothing, that dür Brother Ieſus was an in ant. ws; cb 
might pit y inſantt of belierers, who were to come out ofth 
| vom 


7 — DF r. E e rere we 


Epiſt. 32. ne Letters. An: 47 
vomb ãuto the world ; I belicee our Lord Icſus shall be war- 
lug on, wich mercy, mcicy, mercy , tothe end of chat battel, 
and bring her through with life and peace, anda figne of Godꝝ 
favour. - 1 will expect advertiſment from you » and clpecialiy 
i you fear her an temember that I ſaid to you , a» 
gent your:lovero me and my Brother begun in Chriſt ;, you 
koow we are here bur firangers, and you have not yet found us 
2dty well. as others have been: Be not ov 
cigh 5. I truſt in God, the Lord, who knit us together, cball 
keep us together. It is time now, that the lambs of Jeſus should 
Al tas together, when the wolfe is barking at them; yer | 
know» erc Gods bairns want a croſs, their love amongſt thera- 
dves shall be a croſs 5 but our Lord ꝑiyeth love for another 
end, Lknow.» you will with love cover:infirmicics : and cur 
Lord give you viſdome in all things; I think loye hath broad 
thoulgexs » and will bear many chings, and yet neither faint) 
nor ſweet , nor fall under the burden · Commend me to your 
Hushand and. dear Grigel. I ibink on her, Lord leſus bein 
the ſurnace with her » and then the will bur ſmoake , and not 
burn: deſite. My. Robert, to excuſe my not ſeeing of him at his 
houſe; Lhaye, my own reaſons therefore. Grace metcy aud 
peace be with you· 
Anwoth. April. 25. 1634. Yourinhicſwees 
5 1 Lord Jeſus, S. R. 


a my 
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. MARION Me KNAUGHT. 

Nies ds 

I dearcſt love in Chriſt remembred, I entrearyou charge 
4 your foul to return to reſt, and toglorify your dearelt 

«Word imbclicving ; and know, that for the good will of him 


| that dwellechin the bush, the burning kick chall not be conſem- 
to ache, but Dau. 33. rr. 16. Bleſſing ſhall come on the 


Jon from bis brethren; ¶ And are not the ſuiuts ſepatat from 


ercome of any ſuſpi- 


1 f 14 of loſeyb, and upon the top of the bead of him that as 
t heir 


« — —ñ— ls — — — 


1 M'R ur HER F0 O RD's. 
their brethren, and ſold aod bated ? for Gen. 44: ver. 23. The 
arehers have ſorely grieved loſeph and shor at him and bated 
bim. Ver. 24. but his bow abode in ſtrength, and the arms of his 
bands were niade ſtrong by the of the mighty God of lacob. 
From him is the sheplierd and the ſtone of Iſracl: the tone of 
Iſrael chall not be broken in pieces ʒ It is hammered upon by 
the children of this world , and we shall live and not die. Our 
Lord bath done all this, to ſee if we will believe, and not gi 
over; and I am perſwaded z you muſt of neceſſity ſtiek by * 
work. The cycof Chriſt bath been upon all this buſineſs; and 
he taketh goo heed too, whois for him, and who is againſt 
him. Let us do out part » as ve would be approved of Chriſt, 
The Son of God is neer to his enemies; if they were vot deafe, 
they may hear the dinm of his ſer, and he will come with a flart 
upon his weeping bairns » and rake them on his Kues, 2 
lay their head ia hisboſome, and dry their wattery &&;/and 
this day is faſt coming, Vet 4 little time and the dm will 
ſpeak, it will nos tarry. Hab. 2. 'Thele queſtions berwixt us 
and our adyerfaries willall be decided, in yonder day, ven the 
Son of God shall come „ and ridd all pleas : and it will be feen 7 
whether we or they have been for Chriſt, and who have been 
pleading for Baal: It is not known what we are now, but when 
out life shall appear in glory, then we shall ſee who laughs faſteſt, 
that day; thereforo we mult poſſeſe our ſoules in patience, and 
go in to our chamber, and reſt, while the indignation be paſt, 
We thall not weep long, when our Lord shall take us up) in 
the day that he r bis jewells, and Mal. 3: ver. 16. 
They that feared the Lord ſpoke often one to another , and the 
Lord hearkned and beard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him, for them that feared the Lord, andt 
upon his name. And I shall never be of another faith , but out 
Lord is heating a filrnace for the enemies of his kirk in Scotland, 
It i true, the ſpouſt of Chriſt hath play d the harlot, and bath 
left her fuſt Husband , and the enemies think they offend not, 
for we have ſinned againſt the Lord; but they shall get the di- 
vil to their thanks; the rod shall be caſt into the fire, that ve 
may ling » as in the daycs of gur youthe My ddr friend there 


7 


Epiſt. 32. 


hn THY, 
Epiſt. 32; Letter. "4p 
fore lay down your head upon Chriſt's breaſt. Weep not, the 
lyon of the tribe of Judah will ariſe, - The ſun is gone down 
upon the prophets , and out gold is become dit, and the Lord 
ſeedeth his people with vaters of gall and vormvood ; yen 
Chriſt ſtandeth but brhind he wall , his bowells are moved fot 
Scotland ; he waiteth (as Iſaiah ſayeth) that he may chew 
It we could go home, and take our brethren with yes 

weeping with our face toward Tian, asking the way thirher. 
ward , he would bring back our captivity. We may not thiok [8 
that God has no care of his own bapour: while men tread it uns 'L 
der their feet, he will cloth himſelf with veogeance 5 as with 4 
cloak, and appear againſt our enemies for our deliverance. Ye | 
were never yet beguiled , and God, vill not nos begin vich 

yon; wicſtle ſtill with the angel of the Coyenaot, and you _ . 


DOSSEAAIADTASTETY, | 


and i (ball. get the bleſiag ; fight, he delightech to be overcome by 
and wreſtling : commend me to Grizel ; deſire her tolearn to know 
off the adyerſarics of the Lord , and to take them as her adverſaries, 
xt us and to learnto know the right gate in to the ſon of God ; O but 
nthe - acquaintance with the ſon of God, to ſay » my welbeloved is 
ſeen 3 mine and 1 am his, isaſwcet and glorious courſe of life, that 


none know, but thoſe who are ſcaled and marked in the fore - 

head wigh, Chriſt's mark, and the nev name, that Chriſt vriteth 

upon his owns Grace, grace and mercy be with you. 
Anwoth. Sept. 25. 1634. YoursinChrift, S. R. 


fir MARION MEKNAUGHT, 


Welbeloved Mi re 7. "2 iy; 8 RP . : 

| charge you in the = Son of God, to reſt upon you? 

rock, that is higher than your ſelf; be not affrayed of a man 
whois a vorm, nor for the ſon of man who $hall die; let God 
be your fear, Encourage your Husband. I would counſel you to 
write to Edinburgh to ſome adviſed law yers, to underſtand what 
your Husband , as the head magiſtrat, may doe in oppoſ ug an 

 intruded miniſter , and in his carriage toward the new Prelat » - 


i he e him to impriſon ot lay bands - & 5 in a 
if he command * 2 upon any; ja 


EE” 


Ads 


55 M*RuTHERFfookd's | 


courage under the perſ; 


Rur nz 8 Epiſt. 33. 
word , how far he may in his office diſobey a Prelat , vithout 
er of law ; for if the Biſhop come to your Town , and find 
dot obedience to his heart, it is like he will command the Pro- 
veſt to aſſiſt him, againſt God and the truth: ye will bave more 
<curion ; feat not, 
whoſaid'Luk-21: 18. There ſhall not one hair of your head 


periſh. Chriſt will not be in your common to have you giving 


out any thing for him, and nor give you all incomes with ad- 
vantage. Ec is his honour, his ſet vants should not be herried and 
undone in bis ſervice: you were never honoured till now. And 


if your Hwbavd be the firſt Magiſtrar > who shall ſuffer for 


Chriſts name in this perſecution , he may rej that Chriſt 
hath pur rhe firſt garland upon his h ＋ 
Truth will yet keep the crown of the Caſſey in Scotland. Chriſt 
and truth ate ſtrong enough, They judge us now, we shall 
one day judge them, and tit on twelve thrones and judge the 
twelve tribes. Believe, believe, for they dar not pray they 
dar not look Chriſt in the face; they have been falſe to Chriſt, 
and be will nor fir with the wrong; ye know, it is not our 
cauſe» for if we would quite our Lord, we might fecp for 
the preſent in a ſound skin, and keep our place , means and 
honour , and be dear to them alſo. But let us Once pur all we 
have over iu Chriſts hand; fear nor for my papers; I shall diſ- 

patch them; but ye will be examined for . 

Jeſus give you. in ward peace, deſite your Husband from me 
to prove; bonclt ro Chriſt, he shall not be a loſer at Chriſt's 
FB 8 | 

Anwoth. July. 8. 1635. Yours ever in his ſweet 
06 ITO CEP 05, 1 Lord Feſus, S. R. 


e Chriſt caution z | 


» and gpon'yours, 


the ſpirit of 


For | 


Sods wheate will nor be blown away. Lerus be puttin on 


| fore. I am content it be ſo: you beare about wi 


Lord, the Lord hall ia end give to you your hearts deſire, event 
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For MARION Me KN AuGHT. 


Welbeloved Siſter. a 


Y love in Chriſt remembered, I heare of good newes a= 
aent our kirk; but 1 fear that our King vill not be reſiſt- 
cd, and therefore let us not be ſecure and carelefle, I doe von- 
der if this kirk come not thiough our Lords fan, fince there is 
ſo much chaffe in it; how beit I perſwade my ſelfe, the Son of 


Gods armour,; and be ſtrong in the Lord, If the aevi d 
Zion. enemies ſtricke a hole in that armour, let our Lord fee 
to that; let us put it on, and ſtand. We have Jeſus on our 
ſide, and they are not worthy ſuch a Captain, who would nov 
take a blow at his back. We ire in ſight of his coloures. His 
banner over us is love. Look up to that whire banuer and ſtand. 
I perſwade you in the Lord of victory. My Brother vriteth to 
me of your heav incſs, and of tempt at iont that JO you 

| vou the 
markes of the Lord Jeſus : ſo was it with our Lords Apoſtle jg 
when he vas to Come with the goſpel to Macedonia 2 Cor. 9:5. 
His flesh had no reſt, he was troubled on every ide , and knew | 
not whar {ide to turne him unto, vithout were fighringe, and 
within were fearcs. lu the great work of our redemption » 
your lovely , beautiful, and glorious friend, and welbeloved 
Jeſus) was brought to teates aud ſtrong cries; ſo as his face 
was wet with tcares, and blood, ariſeing from a holy feare 
and the weight of the curſe. Take a drink of the Son of God's 
cup, and love it che better, that he dranke of it before you. 
There is no poyſon in it. | wonder many times, that ever a 
child of God should have a fad heart, conũdering v hat theic 
Lord is preparing tor them. Is your mind troubled anent chat 
bulincls, that we have now in hand in Edinburgh „I truſt in m 
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how beit the buſines trame not; the Lord Shall feed your foul & 
all che huagry ſoules ia that Town therefore I requeſt you * 
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the Lord, pray for a ſubmisfive will, and pray as your Lord 
Jeſus bids you, thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven: And 
ler it be, that your faith be brangled with temptations, Beleeve 
ye, that thete is a tree in our Lords garden, that is not oſten 
Shaken with wind from all the four airths; ſurely there is none. 
_Rebuke your ſoul , as the Lords Prophet docth Pſalm 42. 
Why art thou caſt down O my ſoul, why art thou diſquicted 
within me: That was the word ofa man, who was at the ver 
overgoing of the brae, and mountaine; but God held a grip 
of him.  Swime through your temptations and troubles, to 
be at chat lovely amiable perſon lelus, to whom your foul is 
deare. In your temptations run to the promiſes, they be our 
Lords branches hanging over the vater, that our Lord's filly 
halfe - drowned children may take a gripe of chem: If you let 
that gripe gos you vill to the ground: Are you troubled with 
the caſc of Gods Kirk, out Lord will evermore have her het vixt 
the ſinking and the ſwiming: He will have her going through 
a thouſand deaths , and through hell as a creple woman, hal · 
ting; and wanting the power of her one ſide, Micab 4: 6, 7. 
that God may be her ſtaffeʒ That broken ship will come to land, 
becauſe leſus is the Pilot: faint not, you shall ſee the ſaly ation 
of God; elle ſay, that God never ſpake his word by my mouth; 
and I had rather never have been borne, ere it were ſo with me; 
but my Lord bath ſcaled me, I dare not deny » I have alſo been 
io heayivels , ſince I came from you, fearing for my unthank- 
Fulaefs , that I be deſerted; but the Lord will be kind to me, 
whither I will or not. I repoſe that much in his rich grace, that 
he will be loath to change upon me. As you love me, pray for 
me in this particular. After adviſing with Cazletoun I have 
vritten to Mr David Dickson anent Myr Hugh Mc Kail; and 
deſired him to write his mind to Carletoun, andCarletoun to 
Edinburgh, that they may particularly remember Mr Hugh 
to the Lord, and I happened upon a convenient truſty bearer 
by Gods wonderful providence. No further, I recommend 
you to the Lords grace, and your husband and children. Ti 
Lord leſus be with your ſpirit. 10 2084 | | 
Edinburgh. . Tours in tbe Lord, S. R. 


A 


Epiſt. 2 4. Letters,” 
A Poſtſcript. 


Miſtreſs. 


had not time to give my advice to your Daughter Grizely 
I Y ou shall carry —— words therefore - her: Show her _—_ 
that in reſpect of her render age, she is in a manner as clean pa- 
per, ready to receive either good or ill; and that it were a ſweer 
and glorious ching for her, to give her ſelfe up to Chriſt, 
that he may write upon her his farbers name, and his own new 
dame: And defire her to acquaint her ſelſe with the book 
of God: the promiſes, that our Lord writes upon his own , 
and performeth in them and for them, are contained there. 1 
perſwade you » when I thinke that she is in the company of ſuch 
parents, and hath occaſion to learne Chriſt , I think Chriſt is 
wooing her ſoul: And I pray God, the may not refuſe ſuch 
a husband; and therefore I charge her, and beſcech her by the 
mercies of Gd, by the wounds and blood of Him who died 
for her, by the worth ofttuth, which she heareth & can tead, 

by the coming of the Son of God to judge the World, that zh e 
b would fulfil your joy, and learn Chriſt and walk in Chriſt: 
''5 | Sheshall chink this the truth of God, many years after this: and 
4 I will promiſe to "w_ ſelfe, in reſpe& of the beginings that T 
"8 | have cen, that she shall give herſelf to him, that gave him 
ſelf for her: Let her begin at prayer, for if the remember her 1 
bat ¶ Creator in the dayes of her youth, he vill claime kindnes to het FA 
ia ber old age: It shall be a part of my prayers, that this may 1 
pay be eff ectuat in her, by him whois able to do exceeding aboun- 1 
aud | dantly ; to whoſe grace again I recommend y ou, and her, 
and all yours . a 
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For MARION- MCKNAUGHT. 


Welbeloved Siſter. 


know you have heard ofthe ſucceſſe of our buſineſs in Edine 
burgh. I doe every presbytery day ſee the faces of my brethren 
ſmileioug upon me, but their rongues convey reproaches and 
lies of me a hundred miles off, and have made me odious to the 
Biſhop of Saint- Andrews, whoſaid to Mr W. D. that Mirif. 
ters in Galloway were his informers, whererpon no letter of 
farour could be procured from him, for eſtectuating of our 
buſineſſe; only I am brought in the mouths of men, who o- 
ther wiſe knew me not, and have power ( if God shall permit) 
to harme me]; vet I eutreate you, in the bowells of Chriſt le- 
ſus » be not caſt down, I fcare your ſorrow exceed becauſe of 
this; and I am not ſo careful for my ſel fe in the matter, as for 
you. Take courage, your deareſt Lord shall light your candle, 
which the wicked would fain blow out: and as ſure as, our Lord 
lireth, your foul shall find joy and comfort in this buſineſs. 
Howbeit you ſee all the bounds in hell let looſe to matte it. 
Their Iron chaines to our dear and mighty Lord are but ſtravs, 
which he can eaſiely breake. Let not this temptation ſticke in 
throat, ſwallow it, and let it goe down; our Lord give you 
2 drink of tbe conſolations of his ſpirit, that it may digeſt: you 
never knew one in Gods book who put to their hand to the Lords 
work for his kirk, but the world and Satan did barke againſt 
them, and bite alſo where they had power. You will not lay 
one ſtone on ions wall, but they will labour to caſt it down. 
again: and for oy felfe, the Lord letteth me fee now greater 
evidences ofa calling to K. then ever he did before, and there- 
fore pray, and poſſeſſe your ſoul in patience. Theſe that were 
doers in the buſineſꝭ have gooꝗ hopes that it well vet goe forward 
and proſper. As for the death of the King of Sweden ( which is 
thought to be too truæ) we can doe nothing elſe, hut reverence 
ene Lord » who doetb not ordinarily hold Aion on her rock by 
gbe {word and arme of flesh and blood; bur by his own * 
f an 


I 
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, an catched arme. Her King, that reigneth in Zion, yet 

lireth, and they are pluckeing him — 72 to pull him 

off his throne, but his Father hath crowned him, and who dare 

ſay , it is ill dine: the Lords bride will be up and down, above 

che vater ſwiming , and under the water ſinking, until her 

lovely and mighty Redeemer and Husband ſet his thorow 

8 theſe skies, and come vith his fair court, to tid all their 

n plea's, and give them the hoped · for inheritance, and then we 

d Shall lay down our ſwords and triumph, and fight co more : 

e but doe not think for all this, that our Lord and chieſe sheep- 

2 herd will want one weaksbeepe, or the ſillieſt dying lambs that 
of he hath redeemed. He vill tell his flocke, and gather them all 


ir together, and make a faithful account of them to the Father, 
9 wha gave them to him. Let us now learn to turne our eyes off 
) men, that our whorish hearts dot not on them, & wooe our old 


Nos Husband , & make him our darling, for Jer. 25: 27. Thus ſaith 
of the Lord te the enemies of Zion, drinkeye & be drunk & ſpue & 
or fall, and riſe no more, becauſe of the ſword that ] ſend 

03 you, Ver. 28. and it ſhall be if they reſuſe to take the cup in 
d thy hand to drink, then shall thou ſay to them, thus ſaith tbe 
ls, Lord of hoſts ye thall certainely drink, You ſee our Lord 
it, brewing a cup of poyſon for his enemies, which they muſt 
'P drink, and becauſe of this have ſore bowels and fick ſtomaches, 
in ea burſt: Bur Ier. 50. ver. 4. when Jions captivity is at an 
ou end, The children of Iſrael shall come , they and the children 
ou of Judah together, goeing and weepeing ,, they shall goe, and 
ds | ſeek rbe Lord their Cod, Ver. 5. they shall ache the way to 
ft Zion, with their faces thitherward , ſaying come, and let us 


ay joyn our ſelves to the Lord, in an everlaſting Covenant, tha 
vn ſhall not be forgotten. This is ſpoken to us, and for us, who 
tet with woe hearts as ke; what is the may to Zion. It is our part, 
ice | whoknow bow to goe to our Lords door, and to knock by E 
ere yer, and how to lift Chriſts ſlot, and shut the bar of bis chal- 
rd mer door, to complain and tell him, how the world handleth 


21s us, and how our Kings buſineſſe goeth , that he may get up, & 
Ice lend them a blow, who are tigging · and playing with Chriſt and 
by his ſpouſe , you have alſo, Dear l houſe troubles, 

| 4 "4 
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ficknefſe of your Husband and bairns ; and in ſpoileing of 
our houſe by theeves; take theſe rods in patience from your 
ord , he muſt ſtill move you from veſſel to veſſel , and grind 
you as our Lords heat, to be bread in his houſe ; but when all 
theſe ſtrokes are over your head, what will you lay , to ſee 


your velbeloved Chriſts white and ruddy face, even his face » 


who is worthy to beate the coloures amongſt ten thouſand 
Cant, 5. Hope and beleeye to the end. Grace for cver- 
more be multiplied upon you, your Husband, and child 
ten. . | 
Edinbrugh. VPour omn in his deareſt 
Lord Feſus, S. R. 


To MARION Mc KNAUGHT. 


My dear and welbeloved in Chrift. 


am yet under trial, and have appeared before Chriſt's forbid - 
den Lords, for a teſtimony againſt them. The Chancellor 
and the reſt tempt ed me vith queſtions, nothing belonging 
to my ſummons, which I u bolly declined, notwithſtanding 
of his threats, My newly printed book agaioſt Arminians was 
one challenges nor lording the prelats another: the moſt part 
of the Biſhops, when I camic in, looked more aſtonished than I, 
and heard me with ſilence. Some ſpake for me but my Lord 
ruled it ſo, as I am filled with joy in my ſufferings, ard I find 
Chriſt's croſs ſweet . What they int end againſt the next day, 
I know not. Be not ſecure, but pray. Our Biſhop of Gallo- 
way ſaid, if the Commiſſion should not give him his will of me, 


* 


with an oath ( he ſaid) he would write to the King. The 


Chancellor ſummoned me in judgement , to a that day 
eight days. My Lord has brought me a friend from the high 
lands of Argyl, my Lord of Lorn, who hath done as much as 
vas within the compals cfhis power. God gave me fayour ia 
his eyes. Mr Robert Glendoning is ſilenced, till he accept a 


volleague. We hope to deal yer for him. Chriſt is worthy to be 
| . 8 - 8 k ye intiuſted. 
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intruſted: your Husband will get an eaſy and good way of his 
bufineſs. Te and I both thall fee the ſalvation of God upon 
Foſeph , ſepatat from his brethren. Grace be with you, 


Fo 
- 
E . 
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. - 4 ; * 
E o id Mom £ 8 FA 


Yours in Chriſt, S. R. 
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For MARION Mc KNAUGHT. 


Honoured and deareft inthe Lord. 
Race, Merey and Pease be to you, I am well ,and my ſoul 


ptoſpereth: I find Chriſt wich me. I burden no man; 1 


want nothing 5 no face looketh on me, but it laugheth on me. 
tweet , ſweet is the Lords croſs. I overcome my heavineſe. My 
bridegrooms love-blinks fatten my weary ſoul. I go ont my 
Kings palace at Aberdeen: tongue and pen and wit cannot ex- 
preſs my joy. Remember my love to lean Gordon, to mySifter, 
ean Brown, to Grizel, to your Husband: thus in haſt, grace 
be wich you. bY 


Edinburgh, April. 5.1636. Yours in his only onl | 
Edinkirgh, "ty Cr IR 


A Poſiſcripr. 


charge is to you to believe, rejoyce, fiog and triumph. 
Chriſt has ſaid to me; mercy, mercy, grace and peace for 
Marien Macknaught . | | 


38 M. RurTfigtroords Epiſt. 28. 
27 uy e 1 . 
* 
Il Worthy and deareftin our Lord. 
8 rejoyce , you are a partaker of the ſufferings of Chriſt : faint 
| . HOT. Keep breath , belceve, howbcir men and Hus band and ; 
freinds prove weak, yet your ſtrength faileth not. It is not 


pride for adrowning wan to gripe tothe rock. It i: your glory b 
to lay hold on your rock, O roman greatly beloved | I teſti- f 
P 
a 


| fie, and I avouch it in my Lord, the prayers, you ſent to hea- 
L: ven theſe many yeares by gone, are come up before the Lord, 
| and shall not be forgotten. What it is that will come I cannot i 
tell; but I Know, as the Lord liveth, theſe cryes shall bring n 
down mercy. I charge you, and theſe people with you, togoe 
on vithout fainting or fcare, and ſtil] beleeve, and take no 
nay-ſay. Ifyoulcaveoff,, the field is loſt; if you continue, 
our enemies shall be like a tottering wall and a bowing fence. 
I write it, (and keep this letter) utter, utter deſolation shall be 
ro your adverſaries , and to the haters of the virgin daughter 
of Scotland. The bride shall yer ling , as in the dayes of her 
yonth. Salvation shall be her walls and bulwarkes. The dry 
olive tree sball bud again, and the dry dead bones shall live, 
for the, Lord shall prophecy to the dry bones, and the ſpirit 

shall come upon them, and we $hall live, I rejoyceto heare of 
119 John Carſen. I shall not forget him. Remember me to Grizel 
1 | and Jean Bromn. Your Husband hith made me heavy. But be 
1 couragious in the Lord. I ſend bleſſings to Samuel and Milliam. 
Shew them, that | will them to ſeek God in their youth. Grace 
is yours, 


— __ ——_ 


——— 


| 
| ! | 


A , 


Aberdeen. July. 8. 1637. Yours in his ſweet 
| Lord Ieſus, S. R. 
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P 


For MARION -MEKNAUGHT. 
Much honoured and deareft in our ſweet Lord leſus. 


Race mercy and peace from God our Father and from our 
Lord Jeſus. I know the Lord will doe for your Town. [ 


„ 
- 


heare the Biſhop is affraid ro come amongſt you; for ſoit it 


ſpoken in this Town , and many here rejoyce now to pen a ſup- 
plication to the Councel, for bringing me home to my place, 
and for repaiteing other wrongs done ia the countrey , and ſee 
if you can procare that three or four hundred in the countrey. 
noblemen, gentlemen, countreymen and Citizens fubſcribe 


ir, the moe the better. It may be it affright the Biſhop, and 


by law no adyantage can be taken againſt you for it. I have not 


time to write to Carletom and;Knokbrex, but I would you did 


ſpeak them in it, and let them adyiſe with Carletoun. My A. 
thinketh well of it, and [think others shall approve it. I am 
ſtill in good caſe with Chriſt , my court is no leſle then ir was , 


the door of the Bridegroom's houſe of vine is open, when ſuch a 


poor ſtranger as I come 4 thort. I change, but Chriſt abideth 
ſtill che ſame. They have put out my one poor eye, my only 


joy, to preach Chriſt, and to goe errands bet vixt him and his 


bride. What my Lord will do: with me I know not. It is like I 
chall not winter in Aberdeen; but where it sball be elſc 1 
know nor. There are ſome bloſſomings of Chriſts king 

in this Town , and the ſmoak is riſeing, and the Miniſters are 


rageing; but I love a rumbling anda roaring devil beſt. I be- 


ſcech you inthe Lord , my dear Siſter, wait for the ſalvation 
of God. Slake not your hands in meetting to pray. Feare not 
flesh and blood · We have been all over feared , and that gave 
lomnes the confidence , to shut me out of Galloway, Remem- 
ber my love to lohn Carſen & Mr Iohn Brown, I never could 
get my love off that man, I think Chriſt hath ſomethipg to d oe 
with him. Deſite your Hausband from me, not to thiok ill of 
Chriſt for his croſſe. Many mis hen Chriſt , beeauſe he hath the 


croſſe on his back; but he will cauſe us all laugh yet. I beſeech 
| mY 


= . 2. Mi. Bs 32 . . 
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you 3-29 ye wodld. doe any thing far me, remember my lady 
Marſhel to God, and her ſon the Earle of Marſhal, eſpecially 
ber Chriſti daughter, thy lady Pitſligo. I shall goe to death 


with it, that Chriſt will returne again to Scotland, with ſal- 
vation in bis Ving, and to Galloway. Grace be with 


9 Aberdeen. Sept. 75 16 . Yours in his ſweet Lord 
8 SR Jeſur, 5. R. 
Wr 22 — 


r. MARION Me KNAUGHT. 


Zach. 12: 3. And in that day, I will make Teruſalem a Bur- 
denſome ſtone for all people , all that burthen themſelves with 
it ſhall be cut in piece; though all the People of the earth be 


gathered together againſt it. 
Melbeloved Sifter. © 


haye been ſpareing to vtite unto you, becauſe was heayy 
ar the procceding of our late Parliament, where law should 
have been. They would nor give our Lord leſus faic law and 
juſticc > nor the benefite of the houſe, to heate cither the juſt 
grievances or the humble ſupplications of che ſervants of God: 
nothing reſts bur that we lay our gretyances before ourcrowned 
King Jeſus, who reigns ia Zion, Aud ho beit it be true; | 
chat the acts of per: h aſſembly toc conformity are eſtablished, 
and the Kings power, to impoſe ſurplice and other maſſe apparel 
upon Miniſters, be confirmed yet whar men conclude is not 
ſcripture. Kings have short armes to overturn Chriſts throne, 
aud our Lord hath been wakcing and ſtanding upon his fect , at 
this Parliament, when fiſteen Earles and Lords, and fourty four 
comiſſioners for burrowes, with ſome Barrons have voted for 
Gur kick, in face of a King, who with much awe and terrours 
wich his own haod wrote up the votters for, or againſt him - 
ſelte. Long before this kick, in the 2 Pſalme, the ends of 1 
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earth, Scotland and England, wecc. gifted of be Ferber to his 
fon Chriſt , and that is an old att o arliamein., decreed by 
our Lord , and printed four thoulandyeares. agoe . Their acta 
ace but yet printing, Theft act sball ſtand; let the Poten- 
rates of the world. who love Chriſts roome better then bimſelfe, 
rage as they pleaſe, Though the mounraines Bc Aarricd into 
the midſt of the ſea; yer there is aver that comerh out ofthe 
ſanctuꝛry, and the ſtreames of it refresh the city of God: That 
well is not vet cried down in Scotland, nor can it dry up ; there. 
fore (till belecve, and truſt in Gods ſalv ation. If you knew the 
whole proceedings, it is th: Lords mercy, that matters baye 
gone at our Parliament, as they have gone. The Lord Jeſus, 
in our Kings cares to his great provocation aud gricfe, bath 


gotten many witneſſes ; and we ſav in all » the ſon of God os 


yerterning thetr policy , and making the world know, how 


well he loveth his poor ſun-burnt bridein Scotland. The Lord 
liveth, and bleſſed be the God of our ſalyation. For the mate 
ter bet wixt your Husband and C. I truſt in God it shall be re- 
moved: it hath grie ved me exceedingly, I have dealt with 
Carletoun and shall deal: put it off your ſelfe upon the Lord that it 
burt hen you not. I have heard of your daughter's matriage, 


I pray the Lord Ieſus to ſubſcribe the conttact, and be at the 


banquet, as he vas at the marriage in Cana of Galily. Show her | 
from mc, that though it be true, that Gods children haveprayed 
for her, yet the promiſe of God is made to her prayers and faith 
eſpecially ; and therefore I would entreat her, to ſeeke the Lord 
robe at the wedding. Let her give Chriſt the love of ber vir- 
giuity and eſpouſalls, and chooſe him firſt , as het Husband, 

and that match shall blefſerhe other. It is a new vorld be en- 
tereth into, and therefore hath need of new acquaintance with 
rhe Son of God, and ofarenewing' of her love to him, whoſe 


love is better then wine. 1 Cor. 7: 29. The time is chort, let 


the married be as though they were not married, Ver. 30. #vey 
that weep as though they weeped not, they that rejoyce, as though 
they rejoyced not, they that buy IE they poſſeſſed not, Ver. 
31. They that uſethis world as thoug they uſed it nor, for the 
fash1on of the world paſſeth away. - Grace, grace be ber ay 


62 Mi Rur at RTOO Rs Epiſt. 41. Ep 
fromthe Lord. I know you have a care on you of ie, that all be dear 
right; bur let Chriſt beare all, you need dot pitty him. (If! vor 
may ſay ſo) put him to it, be is ſtrong enough. The ſpirit han- 
of the Lord Jeſus be vith you · 3575 
Aberdeen. Pour friend in his deareſt friend 
8 Chriſt Ieſus, S. R. 


FR - 


1 
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r MARION ME KNAUGHT. 
My dear and welbeloved Sifter. 


Race merey and peace be to you. Iam well, honour 

to God, I haye been before a court ſet up within me of 
ecrrorsand challenges; bur my ſweet Lord Leſus hath taken 
the maske off his ace, and (aid kifſe thy fill: and I will not 
ſmother nor conceal my King leſus bis Kindnefſe: he bath 
broken in upon the poor priſoners ſoul, like the ſwelling of Ich 
Jordan. I am bank and brim-ful » a great high ſpring tide of tha! 
the conſolations of Chriſt , hath overflowed me. I would not gr 


ve my weeping , for the ſour teen Prelats laughter, they 
Cs me here to feaſt with my King. His ſpiænard: caſterh I cha 
a ſvect ſmell. The biidegroom's love hath run away with of t 
my heart, O love love love! O ſucet are my royal Kiogs you 
chains. - care not for fire nor torture. How ſweet vere it ptai 
to me, to ſwim the ſalt ſea for my new lover, my ſecond Hus. ſon 
band my firſt Lord. I charge you in the name of God, nor and 
to ſeare the wild beaſts, that entered into the vineyard of the “Lord to y 

ofhoſts, the falſe prophet is the tail. God shall cut the tail i 

- © From Scotland. Take your comfort and droup not, deſpond 

not 3 pray for my poor flock, I v ould take apenance on my 
ſoul for their ſalvation. I ſeat, the entering of a bircling upon 
my labours there cut off my life with ſorrow. There [ 
wreſtled with the angel and prevailed ; wood, trees, medows, 
aud bills ate my witneffes , I drew on a fair meeting betwixt 
chriſt and Anmoth. My love to your, Husband g to dear 
| : dear 


— . — 7 


„ Epilt. 22. Letters. 63 
dear Carletoumm to my beloved Brother Knokbrex : forger 
vot Chriſt's Priſoner: 1 loog for à lecter under your own 
hand. | 

1 Aberdeen, Nov. 22. Vour Friend and Chrift's 

P ri ſouer, S. R. 


> 0 


— 
An... 


Fir MARION Me KNAUGHT. 
My dearly beloved Siſter. "JP | 


Race Mercy and Peace to you; I complain that Galloway 
i not kinde to me in paper: I haye received no letters 
theſe ſixteen weeks but two: I am vell, my priſon is a palace 
to me, and Chriſts banqueting - houſe, My Lord Ieſus is as 
kinde as they call him: Oh that all Scotland knew my caſe, 
and had part of my feaſt! I charge you in the name of God, 
I charge you to believe; Fear not the ſons of men, the worms 
thall eat them. To pray and believe now, when Chriſt ſeems to 

ire you a nay - ſay, is more then it was before; Die belceriog , 
Frans Chriſts promiſe in your hand. I deſire, Irequeſt, 1 
charge your Hus band and that tovn, to ſtand for the truth 
of the goſpel. Contend with Chriſt's enemies, and I pray 
you, show all profeſſors, you know, my caſe. Help me to 
praiſe, The Miniſters here invie me, they will have my pri- 
ſon ch My mother hath born mea man of coctention , 
and one that ſtriveth with the whole earth. Remember my loye 


to your Husband, Grace be with you, A 


Aberdeen. Ian. 3. 1637. Yours in the 
Lord, 5. R. 


Fang 3 Sir 


64 M RuTHsRFOORD'S Epiſt. 43. 
re MARION ME KNAUGHT:. 
- Loving and dear Sifter. 4 . 
Race, mercy and peace be to you: Your Letter harh re- 


freshed my ſoul: You chall nor have my advice to make 
haſt to go out of that town ; for if you remove out of Kirkcud- 
bright , they will cafily undoe all: You are at Gods work, and 
in * way there: be ſtrong in the Lord: the Devil is weaker 
then you are, becauſe ſtronger is he that is in you, then he that 
is in the World : Your care of and love shed ed towards me, 
now a ptiloner of Chriſt , is laid up for you in Heaven 
vou shall know, that it is come up in remembrance before 00. 
Pray , pray for my deſolat flock, and give them your counſel, 
whe you meet with any of them. Ir 5halt be my grieſe to hear, 
that a volfe enter in upon my labours ; but if the Lord permit it, 
1 muſt be filent. My skie will cleare; for Chrift layeth my 
head in his boſome. and admitteth me to Jean there. I never 
knew before „ what his love was in ſuch a meaſure: Ifhelcays 
mes be leaves me in pain; and fick of love 5 and yer my fick- 
neſſe is my Jife and health * 1 have a fire within me: I defic all 
the Devils in hell, and all the Prelats in Seotland, to caſt 
vater on it: I rejoice at your courage and faith. Pray till, 
a5 if I were on my journey to come, and be your Paſtor: What 
iron gates Or barrs are able to ſtand it out againſt Chriſt? For 
when he blow eth, they open to him - 1 remember your Huſ⸗ 
band. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberdeen. March. II. 16 37. | Yours in bis ſweet 
| | Lord leſus , S. R. 


ww 
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EPpiſt. 44. 


Letters. | 


For 
GRISSAL FULLER TOWN: 


Miſtreſs. 

Emembering well what relation I had tos your (now 
bleſſed and perfected with glory] deare Mother, and 
being confident your ſelf lookes that way » which (except I 
be etervallv loſt ) is the way of peace and of life, I should be 
ungtate to forget thoſe , whom by the Covenant of the Lord 
J cannot but remember to God. I will ſpeake nothing to you 
of the preſent ſad differences; but if I have, or ever had an 

neareneſſe to God, that other way, which I rruſt I hall never 
follow, is the way of man; and for the preſent powers, I ſuffer 
from them, and look for more: God hath a controyerſy with 


them; and my ſoul enter not into their ſecteets. Only I 


Should beſcech, requeſt , aud obreſt you in the Lord, an 
your appearance before Chriſt , tollow the way of the Lord; 
and the ſteps trode by the gracious in that place, which the 
Lord followed with life and power. My heart is filled with 
ſorrow ,”confidering what communion with God {ome of that 
Countrey had, and how much they were in acdifying and help- 


ing one another in his way , and bow little of that there is now 
in that Countrey . Your Mother keeped in life in that place, 


and quickened many about her, to the ſeeking of God. My 
defire to you is, that you would ſucceed her in that way , and 
be letting a word fall to your brethren and others , that may en- 
courage them to look toward the way of God; you will have 
need of it ere it be long: See how you may have a gracious Mi- 
niſter; and no Neutral there, toſucceed & follow the Servant 
of God, now aſleepe in the Lord. There is a great and wide 
difference between a name of godlineſs, and the power of God- 
lineſs: that is hoteſt, when there are feweſt witneſſes, The 
deadneſs upon many » and the defection of the Land is great. 
Bleſſed are they who ſeck the Lord and his face, I shall enttear 
e 


you 


66: MrRuTneRrFoo'rd's Ep. 4554863 
you to remember me to your Husband, and all Friends: I de- 
tre to forget none, ho aicin Chriſt. 


Edinburgh, March 14. Yeur Brot her in 
15633. the Lord, S. R. 


2 m 


— — 


n. 


' To a Gentle Woman. 


Miftreſs. 


YF Beſcech you have me excuſed, if the dayly imployments of 

& my calling shall hinder me to ſee you, according as I would 

wiehz for I dare not goe abroad, ſince many of my people are 
fick, and the time of our communion drawes near: but fre= 

quent the compapy of your worthy and honeſt hearted Paſtor 

Mr Robert, to whom the Lord hath given the tongue of the 

learned, to miniſter a Word in due ſeaſon to the weary, Re- 

member me to him, and to your Husband. The Lord Jeſus be 

with your ſpirit. | 
Your affectionat Friend, S. R. 


* 
— 


— 


For WILLIAM FuLLE RTO WN. 
Proveſt of Kirkcudbright. 


Much honoured and very dear friend. 


Mercy and Peace be to you, Iam in good caſe, 
bdleſſed be the Lord, remaining here in this uncouth town 
2 priſoner for Chriſt and his truth; and I am not asbamed of his 
croſs , my ſoule is comforted with the conſolations of his ſweer 
preſence for hom ] ſuffer. I carneſtly entreat you, to give 
your honour and authority to Chriſt, and for Chriſt ; and be 
not diſmayed for flesh and blood, while you are for the Lord, 
aud fot his truth and cauſe, And howbeir we ſee truth put * 8 
N | | | che 


11 


Epiſt. 475 © 
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the worſe for the time; -- it "1 be Mak 0 2 63 
| 2 hriſt a to trath 
and will do for thoſe , who dar hazard all that 20 Fane Ke 
him and ſor his glory. Sir, our fair day is tointing and the 
court will change', and wicked men will weep aftern —— and 
ſoret than the Sons of God, who weepiy the morning, 7 - 
believe and hope, for Gods ſalration. Sir , I hope I 
not vrite to you, for your kindneſs and love to my Brot r 1 
is now to be diſtreſſed for the truth of God alſwel as 1 am. 
think my ſelf obliged to pray for you, and your a 
kind bed - felloꝶ and childrer; for your love to bim and e allo, * 
I hope your pains for us in Chriſt shall not be loſed. g Thus tes - 


commending you to the tender mercy and loving Ei 
of God reſt. 53 0 990. ee 


Luerrer, waage = 


* 


7 


ttiionat Brother, S. K 
&4 g Ne . 


by of — »„— 
* T TY 


$6126 or the right honourable, - 26's 04/1663 
My Lady Vicounteſſe of Kenmure. N + 


MADAM. 


Race, Mercy and Peace be to your La. Ilong to! heat 

from you, and that der child; and for that cauſeI troy. 
ble you with letters. Fam for the preſent thinking; the ſpar 
rowes and the ſwallowes, that build their neſts in Anwoth, bleſ- 
ſed birds, The Lord hath made all my congregation deſolar ; 
Alas I amofe at this, Shew me wherefore thou contendeft with 
me. O earth, earth cover not the violence done to me. 
know it is my faichleſs jealouſy, in this my dark night, to take 
a friend for a foe; yet bath not my Lord made any plea_with 
me. I chide with him, but he giveth me fair 00 » ſein 
my fins and the fins of my youth deſerved ſtroaks: how am 
I obliged to my Lord, who amongſt many croſſes hath 1 


me a wailed and a choſen crofs , to ſuffer 1 oe ene Dl my 
Lord Jeſus? Since I muſt have chains, be 'would put gold: 


— 


5 . ; : 
* 5 . 


N. RurTurxrooDd's Epiſt. 47. 
on me, watercd over with many conſolations. Seing I 
muſt haveſorcow ¶ for I have ſinned O preſerver of mankind ) 
he hach "wailed, our: for me joyful ſorrow z honeſt, ſpiruual 
— glorious forrow. My croſſes come through metey and lo- 

& fipgets » from the kinde heart of a brother, Chriſt my Lord; 


nd therefore they muſt be ſweer and ſuggard. O what am ; 
cb 4 lumpe, ſuch arotten maſs of ſin, to be counted a bairn 

wofthy to be nurtured and ſtricken with the beſt, and moſt 
nourable rod in my Fathers houſe, The golden rod wherc= 

with my eldeſt brother, the Lord, keire of the inheritance, 
und bis fal ful witneſſes were ſtricken withall. It would be 
0 I should be thanłkful and rejoyce; but my bcholders 

and to 


cin Chriſt have eyes of flesh, and have made my one, 


to be ten. And I am ſome body in their books: my witneſs is 
above! chere ste armics of thoughts within me- ſaying the 
contaare ; and laughing at their wide miſtake. If my inner 
ſide were ſeen, my dung would ftink, I would"lofe and forfeit 
love and reſpect; at the hands of any that love God; pity would 
come in the place of theſe. O ifthey would yet ſet me lower, and 
my welbeloved Chriſt higher. I would I had grace and ſtrengtb 
of my Loid';-to be joyful and contentedly glad and cheartul, 
that Gods glory might ride, and openly triumph before view 
of men, angels, devils, carth, heaven, hell, fan, moon 
and all Gods cxcatures, upon my pals and ſuffcriogs ,. provide 
Ing alwayes , I felt not the Lords harr 
fear his fair glory be bur foiled, in comeing through ſuch a foul 
Ereatureas I am. If I could be the f{inleſs matter of glorifying 
Chtiſt, hov beit to my loſe, paine, ſufferings, and extremity 
of wretchedpeſs , how would my ſoul rejoyce; but I am far, far 
from this 7 he knoweth his love bath made me a priſpner , and 
bound me hand and foot; hut it is my pain, that I cannot 
win looſe, nor get looſe hands, and a looſed heart, to doe ſer- 
vice to my Lord Jeſus » and to ſpeak his loye. I confeſs I have 
neithet tongue nor pen to doe it. Chriſts love is more then m 
Praiſes and above the thoughts of the angel Gabriel, and all 
the mighty hoaſts that ſtand before the thron of God, I think 
shawe, Tan fad andcaſt down to, think y that my foul ron- 
ald 
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ed and diſpleaſure. But 
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; Co and my ar heart, thou come in to e > others - 
| 8 aloud 2 of the love of Chriſt: all 5 doe, 15 
wh to wish the quier to grow thropg » and to grew in theextalli : 
3. *}* of Chriſt. Woe, voe is me, for my guiltines ſeen to fed: m 
34 hidden wounds ſtill bleeding within me,; are before the t es © 
n no men; but if my ſwer teſt Lord Jeſus were not Mill bathing , 
ſt washing , balmeing, healing and binding them up, they sbould 
- rot, and break out to my shame. I know not whar will be the 
3 eld of my Co : I have but ſeen the one fide of my croſs a 
Xe. whar will be the other fide he knowerh', who hath his fire in 
is Zion. Let him lead me, if it were thorow hell 1 thank! my 
Cy. Lord, my onwalting and holding my peace, as dow, to ſee 
is what more Chriſt will doe to me, is my joy. Oh if my eaſe, 
hs joy, pleaſure for ever more, were laid in voodſet, and in 
er pledge to buy praiſes ro Chriſt ! But I am far from'this,'h is 
eit eaſie for a poor ſoul in the deep debt of Chriſts love, to ſpit 
aid farther then he dow leap or jump, and to feed upon broad wishes 
ind that Chriſt may be honoured 5 but in performance I am ſtark 
rb nought. I have nothing, nothing to give Chriſt, but po- 
ul, verty » except he would compriſe and arrciſt my ſoul > and my 
iew love [oh, oh if he would doe that J I have nothing for him. 
don He may indeed ſeiſe upon a di ours perſon , ſoul and body; but 
vide he hath no goods for Chriſt ro medle with. But bow'glaLthould 
ut my ſoul be, ifhe would forfeit my love, and never give me it 
foul again | Madam, I would be glad to hear, that Chriſts claime 
ing to you vere ſtill the more, & that you were ſtill gocing forwards 
nity and that you were nearer him. Idow not honour Chriſt m " 
„ far but I wish all others to make ſale ro Chriſts houſe, I would T 
and ¶ could invite you to goe iato your welbeloveds houſe of vine, and 
nnot | chat upon my word ; you vould then ſeea pew miſtery oflove in 
efers | Chriſt, you never ſaw before, I am ſomewhat enecuraged that 
have || your La. is not dry and cold to Chriſte priſoner, as e. 
\ my | l hoęe it is put up in my Maſters count book. I am not much 
nd all grieved, chat my jea ous Husband break in pieces my Idols, 
chink | that either they dare not, or vill not doe for me. My maſter 
con- noeedeth not their help, but they need to be that ſerviceable 28 
gue 2 to help him, Madam, I haye been chat bold „. 
cz | 


| - | i 
Mi RuTHerrooRD's. Epiſt. 48. 
And that ſweet child, in the prayers of Mr Andrew Cant, Mr 
James Marten, the lady Leyes, and ſome others in this countrey 
chat truely love Chriſt; be pleaſed to let me hear how the child is. 
The bleſſings that came upon the head of Toſeph , and the top of 
the head of him, who was ſeparated from his brethren ;, and the 
good vill of him who dwelt in the bush, be ſeen upon him and 
you. Madam „I tan ſay by ſome little experience , more 
now then before, of Chriſt to you. I am ſtill upon this, thas if 
you ſeek there a poſe, a hidden treaſure and a gold mine in Chrut, 
you never yet ſaw, then come and ſec, Thus recommend - 
ing vou to Gods deareſt mercy , I reſt. A 


5 
. * 


Your omn in his ſweet Lord Feſis . 
of Talk of | at all obedience , S. R. | 
My Lady Marſhall is very kinde apy 
Dundu, 17, Juny, 1637. 


Ju 


a * 8 For the right bonourable , 
; Ny Lady Vicounteſſe of Kenmure. 


3. 


y S My ver Noble and dear Lady, 


ere, mercy and peace be to you: The Lord hath brought 

me ſafely to 2 I have gotten Lod ing in the 
hearts of all I meet vith: no face that hath not ſmiled upon 
me; only the [ndwellers of this town are drye, cold, and 
general » they conſiſt of Papiſts, and men of Gallio's mettal, 
Arme in no religion; and it's counted no wisdom here to 
tountenance a confined and filenced Miniſter : But the shame 
of Chrifts croſs sball nor be my shame. Queensberries at- 
temprſcemerh to fleep, becauſe the B. of Galloway was pleaſed 
bo ſay to the Treaſurer, I had committed treaſon, which word 
Nanted ede 7 rraſurtrs borrowed rcal. So 1 thank God who 


wil 
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vill not have me to anchor my ſoul upon falſe ground, or up- 


jealous of Chriſts love, when I look u 


on flesh and bloud ; it is better, it be faſtned within the vail. 
I find my old challenges reviving again, and my love often 
Cari pon my own guiltines: 
Andi verily think. the world hath too ſoſt an opinion of the gate 
to Heaven, and that many shall get a blind and ſad beguile for 
Heaven; for there is more adoe then a cold and frozca, Lord, 
Lord: it muſt be a way narrower and ſtraiter then we con- 
ceive; for the righteous chall ſcarcely be ſaved, It were good 
to take a more judicious yiew of Chriſtianity ; for I have been 
doubring » if ever I knew any more of Chriſtianity y then the 
letters of the name. I'le nor 1ye vn my Lord, I finde often 
much joy, and unſpeakeable comfort, in his ſweet preſence, 
who ſcat me hither : and I truſt this houſe of my pilgrimage , 


shall be my palace, my garden of delights: And that Chriſt 


will be kinde to poore ſold Joſeph, who is ſeparated from his 
brethren. I would be ſometimes too hote; and too joyſull; 
if the heart · breaks at the remembrance of fin, & fair, Hi 
Feaſts dayes with King Ieſts, did not cool me, and ſowre my 
ſweet joyes. Oh! how ſweet is the love of Chtiſt? and how 
wiſe is that love? But ler faith friſt and truſt a while it*s no 
reaſon ſons offend, that the Father giveth them not twice a year 
hire, as he doth to hired ſervants: better Gods heirs live upon 


hope then upon hire. Madam, your La. knoweth what 


Chriſt hath done; to have all your love. And that he alloweth 
not his love upon your dear Child: keep good quarters with 
Chriſt in your love. I verily think Chriſt hath ſaid, I mak 
needs force have Fean Campbel for my felf ; and he hath” 
many Oares in the water, to fish and hunt home - over your 
heart to heaven, Let him have his prey: he will think you 
well vin when he hath gotten you; it is good to have rec 
often, and to have the door open to our ſtrong hold, forthe 
ſword of the Lord, the ſword of the Lord, is for Scotland; 
and yet two or three berries shall be left in thetop of the Olive= 
tree, If a word can do my Brother good in his diſtreſs , 1 know | 
your La. vill be willing and ready to ſpeak it, and more alſo. 
Now the only wiſc God, and your only, oply one, he . 
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dwelt in the bush be with you. I write many kiſſes and ma 
blefſings in Chriſt to your dear Child, the bleflings of his 


Fathers God, the bleſſings due to the fatherleſi andthe wi 
1 gs due to therl ce widow 


Aberdeen, 


- FO} 2 


Your La. in his onely, onely | 
Lord Feſus 7 S. R. 


Poſtſcript. 


M ADAM. 


B. ex at a ſit time , to ttie my Lord of Lorne his minde, 
D if bis Lo, Would be pleaſed, that I dedicat an other work 
agaioſt the Arminians to his honourable name. For howbeit 
I would compare no Patron to his Lo. and though I have ſuffi- 
cient experience of his love; yet it's poſſible, his Lo. think it 
not expedient at this time, but I expect your Las anſwer: And 
I hope your La. vill beplain. 


FO CY 


— - 


For the right bonourable 
My Lady BOYD. 
MAD AM. 


| I doubt not but the debt of many, more thenordinary, fa 


yours to his Land, layeth guiltineſs upon this Nation; The 
-ord hath put us in bis bookes, as a favoured People, in the 
light of the Nations, but we pay not to him the rent of the 
Vineyard, and we might haye had a Goſpel at an eaſier rate, 
then this . 3 but it should have had but as much life as ink 


and paper hath: we ſtand obliged to him, vho hath in a man- 


Anent read Prayers „Madam, I could neyer (cc precept » 
yy © romiſe 


Epiſt. 49. 
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und forced his love on us, and would but love us againſt our 
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Epiſt. 49: Lettern. 73 
promiſe or practiſe for them in Gods vord: our Chureh never 
allowed them, but men took them up at their owhe choice: the 
word of God maketh reading 1. Timo. 4: ver. 13. And 

„J. praying 1. Theſ. 5: ver. 17. two different worships; in 
reading God ſpeaketh to us, 2 King, 22: ver. 10, 11. In 
aying we ſpeak ro God, Pf. 222 ver. 2. | Pſ. 28: ver. 1. 1 
ad never faith to think v ell of them. In my weak judgement',. 
it were good they were out of the ſervice of God: l cannot think 
them a fruit or effect of the ſpicir of ion, Seing the uſer 
cannot lay of ſuch prayers. Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of my heart be 3 in thy fight, O Lord my 
5 ſtrengih and my Redeemer, which the ſervants of God ought to 
k ſay ». of their prayers, Pſ. 19: ver. 14. For ſuch prayers are 


NV &@ % #® 


meditations ſer doune in paper and ink, and cannot be his hear 

= meditations who uſeth them: the ſaints never uſed them, and 

; God never commanded them, and a promiſe to hear any pra- 

* yers, except the pouring out of the ſoul to God, ve can never 

4 read, As for ſeparation from a worsbip for ſome crrours of a 
Church, the independency of fiogle cangregations „a church 


of viſible ſaiuts, and other teners of Brouniſts, they are contrair 
to Gods word, I have a treatiſe at the preſs at Londen againſt 
thele conceits, as things which want Gods word to warrant 
them; the Lord lay it not to their charge, vbo depart from 
the Covenant of God with this land, to follow ſuch lying vas 
nities. I did ſee lately your daughter the lady Ardroſs, the Lord 
hath given her a child and deliverance. Now recom i 
8 your Ladiship to the rich grace of Chriſt I reſt, 


a St Andrews. Yours at all reſpective obſervance 
55 in Chriſt» S. R. 


74 M RurRERNTOORAD's Epiſt. 50, 51. 
Tr IOHN HENDERSON 
. ; 8 N 
2229 In Ruſco. 5 » . 
Toving Friend. 

1 defire your ſal vation: Know the Lord, and ſeck 

Chrift,* you have a ſoul that cannot dye, ſee fora lodging 
for your poor ſoul: For chat houſe of clay will fall: Heaven 
or nothing, either Chriſt or nothing: uſe prayer in your houſes 
and ſer your thoughts often upon death and judgment; it's 
dabgetousto be looſe, in the matter of your ſalyation : few are 
ſaved; men goe to Heayen in ones or twoes , andthe whole 
World lieth in fin: Love your enemies, and ſtand by the 
truth, 1 baveraught you in all things: Fear not men; but 
ler God be your fear: your time will not be long: make the 
ſeeking of Chriſt your dayly task: ye may, whea ye are in the 
ficlds, ſpeak to God: ſeek a broken heart for ſin; for without 
that there is no meetiag with Chriſt. I ſpeak this to your 
Wife, alſwel as to your ſelf. I deſire your Siſter, in her fears 
and doubrings to faſten her grips on Chriſt's love, I forbid 
her to doubt, for Chriſt loves her; and hath her name 
vritten in bis book, her ſalvation is faſt coming, Chriſt her 
Lord is not flow in coming; nor ſlack in his promiſe, Grace 
be wb you. 

Aberdeen. Your loving Paflor, S. R. 
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My very dear and worthy Siſter. d: 


2 are truely bleſſed in the Lotd, however a ſovre World 


gloum and frown on you; if ye continue in the faith; 
TL. ſerlcd 


a @ d e 


cet 


ae - QA R-E nA &t @ Mm 


Id 
d 


- 


Epiſt. 51; 'T , 5 FS 0 


ſetled and grounded, and be not moved away from the h 

the Goſpel, It is good chere is a Heaven, . it is not a = = 
dream and a fancy. It's a wonder that men deny not, there 
1s Heayen, as they deny there is any way to it, but of mens 
making. , YOu have leatned of Chriſt, that there is 2 Hea- 


ven: contend for it, and for Chriſt: bear well and lubmiſſively 


the hard thruſt of this Step - mothe: world, which God 
will not have to be yours. I confeſs it is hard, and would God 


4 


I wereable to lighten you of your burthen; bur believe me; 


this World, which the Lord will not have tobe yours » is but 
the droſs, refuſe, and ſcume of Gods creation; the porti 

of the Lords poor hired ſervants » the moveables, not the heri- 
tage. A hard bone caſt tothe dogs, holden out of the new 


Jeruſalem,  whereupsn they rather break their teeth, than ſatis- 


fy cheir appetite. It's your Fathers bleſſing, and Chriſts birth- 


right, that our Lord is keeping for you: and perſwad yourſelf 


alſo, (if it be good for them and you) your ſeed alſo hall inherit 
the earth; for that is promiſed to them, and Gods bond is1as 
good, as if he would give every one of them a bond for thous 
tand thouſands, Exe ye were borne, croſſes in number, meaſure 


and weight were written for you; and your Lord will lead you 


thorow them. Make Chriſt ſure , and the World and the bleſ- 
ſings of the earth shall be at Chriſts back and beck. I ſce many 
Profeſſours for the fashion, Profeſſours of glafs, I would make 
alittle knock of perſecution ding them in 20 pieces, and the 
World should laugh at the beards , Therefore makefaft work ; 
ſee that Chriſt be the groundſtone of your profeſſion : the fore 
wind and rain will not wash away his building, his work hath 
no leſs date, nor to ſtand for evermore, I should twenty times 


haveperiched in my affliction , if I had not laid my weak back, 


and my preſſing burden both, upon the ſtone, the corner · ſtone 
laid in Zion. am not twice fain as the proverb is,] but once and 
for ever of this ſtone. Now the God of peace eſtablish you to the 
day of the appearance of Jeſus Chiilt, „ 


S. Andrews, Yourry S. R 
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| M'RuTHrzRFooRD's Eypiſt. 52. 


For the Tight honourable. 
My Lady Vicounteſſe of Kenmure, 
M AD AM. ens 


Race, Mercy and Peace to you, I am glad to hear th 

your La: is in any tollerable health; and shall pray, that 
the Lord may be your ſtrength and rock. Sure I am, he took 
you out of the vomb; and you have been caſten on bim from 


the begun work in you, there is nothing here but diviſions in 
the Church and aſſembly. For beſide Brouniſts, and Indepen- 
dents: [ who of all that differ from us, come neareſt to walkers 
with God] there are many other ſects here of Anabapriſits, Li- 
* bertins; who are for all opinions in teligion; Fleshly and abo- 
minable Antinomians, and Seekers, who are for no Church 
ordinances, but exſpect Apoſtles to come, and reforme Chur- 
ches, and a world of others, all againſt the Government 
by presbyreries. Luther obſerved when be ſtudied to trſorme, 
that two and thirty ſundry ſects aroſe, of all which [I have 
named but apart ] except theſe called See bers, who were not then 
ariſen: he ſaid, Cod should crusb them, and that they should 
riſe again, both which we ſee accomplished. In the allembly 
we have now well near ended the Goyernmenr, and ate upon the 
1 of Sy nods, and I hope near at an end with them. and ſo 
truſt to be delivered from this priſon shortly. The King hath 
diſſolved the Treaty of peace at Oxbridge, and adheres to his ſweet 
Prelats , and vould abait nothing, bot alittle of the rigour of 
their courts, and a ſuſpending ot laws againſt Ceremoaiĩes, not a 
taking away of them. The not proſpering of your armies there 
in Scotland, is aſcribed here, to the fins of the land, and par- 
ticularly to the diviſions, and backſlidings of many from the 
£auſc , and the not executing of juſtice agaioft bloody malig- 
nants. My wife, here under the phiſitians, remembers her 


the breſts, I am confident , he shall not leave you till he crown , 


| ſervice , 


ſer 


Cl 
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Epiſt. 33. Letters. * * 
ſervice to your La: ſo recommending you to the rich graceof - 
Chriſt 1 reſt. 13 


- 


London, March. 4. 1644. Your La: at all obedience in 


Chriſt, S. R. 
For the right honourable, 
My Lady B O Y D. 


M AD AM. 


"$a Mercy and Peace to you · I received your letter on 
May. 19, We are here debating, vith much contention 


of diſputes, for the juſt meaſures of the Lords Temple. It 


plcaſcrh God, that ſometimes enemies hinder the building of 
the Lotds houſe; but now friends, even gracious men (ſo L 


conceive of them) doe nor alittle binder the worke. Tho. 
mas Goodwin, Jeremiah Burroughs and ſome others, foure or 
five» vho axe for the Independent way » ſtand in our way, and 


are mighty oppoſites to presbytcrial Government. We have 


catied through fomepropotitions for the ſcripture right of pres... 


byrery , eſpecially in the Church of Ieruſalem: Acts: 2. & 4. 


 &5>&6»&I5, And the Church of Epheſus, and are goeing 
on upon other grounds oftruth, and by the way have proven, 


that Ordination of Paſtours belongerh not to a liogle con- 
greation 5, but to a colledge of presbyters » whoſe it is, td 
lay hands upon Timothy and others. 1 Timo. 4: ver. 14. f[ 


Tim. 5: ver. 17. Acts. 13: ver. 1, 2, 3. Acts. 8: ver. 5, bo 


We are to prove that one ſingle congregation hath not powents' 
excommunicat, which is oppoſed act only by Independm 


men, but by many others: the truth is we have 


might „ nor by power; but by the ſpirit of the Lord 
T | | 5 


* 


many and 
grieved ſpirits with the work : and for my part, I otcadif- 9 
pair of the refarmation of this land, which ſaw never any - 
thing, but the high places of their Fathers z and the rem 
nants of Babylon pollutions, and except that not 1 | 
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es 
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1M RuTtruznroonD's Epiſt. 5; 
Would thiak God hath not yet thought ir time forEnglands 43 
li- erance; for the truth is, the beſt of them almoſt have ſaid, 
haualfe reformatiop is very fair at the firft; which js no other 
thing, then, it is not yet time to build the houſe of the Lord; 
and for that cauſe many houſes great and fair in the land are * 
laid deſolat. Multitudes of Anabaptifts, Antinomians , Fa- 
miliſts, Separatiſis are here: the beſt of the people are the 
Independent way: as for my ſelf, 1 know no more if there be 
a ſound Chriſtian (ſetting afide ſome, yea not 2 few learn- 
ed, ſome 2zcalous and faithful Miniſters, whom I have met 
wich) at London (though 1 doubt not bur there are many) then 
if I were in Spain, which maketh me bleſs God, that the com- 
munion of Saints how deſitable ſoever, yet is not the thing, even 
that great thing, Chriſt, and remiſſion of fins. If Jeſus were 
uncouth, as bis members are here, Ishould:be:in a ſad and 
heavy condition; The houſe of Peers are tottem men, and hate 
our commiſſioners and our cauſe both: The life that is, is in 
the bouſe of Commons, and many of them alſo have their reli- 
to choice. The ſorrowes of a traveling woman are 
dome on the land: our army is lying about York, and have 
blocked up them of Newcaſtle , and fix thouſand Papiſts and 
Malignants, with Mr Thomas Sydſerf, and tome Scottiſh Pre. 
Lats: andif God deliver them into their hands, [conſidering 
how ſtrong the Parliaments armics are, bow many victories 
God bath given them, ſince they entered in Covenant with him, 
ind how weak the King is] It may be thought the land is near a 
leliverance; but I rather deſite it, then believe it. We oſ- 
fredthis day to the Aſſembly a part ofa ditectory for worship, 
tethoulder out the ſervice book : it is taken into confideration 
bythe aflembly. Your Son Lindſey is well, I receive lettets 


* 
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Fron him „ almoſt every weck. x 
| e | 5 nne 
London. 28. May. Yours at all obedience in 
Ne ao deer 
*E 5 BY ; | | or 28 
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For the right honourable Lady, my Lady n 
MADAM. 
Am alittle moved at your infirmity of body and healeh ;1 


hope it is to you a real warning, And if in this life only we 
had hope, we should be of all men the moſt miſerable. Sure the 


| hudge generations of the ſeekers of the face of Facobs God, muſt 


be in alife, above the things; that are now much raking with 


us; ſuch as; to ſee the ſun, to enjoy this life in health, and 


ſome good worldly accommodations too. Aid if ve be ma- 


ing that ſure, ir is our wiſdom. The times would make auy 
that love the Lord fick and faint, to conſider bow iniquity a- 
bounds , and how dull we are in obſerving fins in ourſelves , 
and how quick fighted to find them out in others, and whar 
bondage ve are in; and yet very oft, when we complain of ti- 
mes, we ate ſecretly ſlandering the Lords work and wiſe 
Government of the world, and raiſing a hard report of him. He 
is good and does good, and all his vayes are equal. Madam. 


I have been to ſome other, [oh if1 could ro my ſelfe] hold 


ing aut ſome more of this, to read and ſtudy God well, ud 
make the ſeriovs thoughts of a God - head and a God-head in 
Chriſt the work, and the only work, all the day. Oh ve are 
little with God ! and doe all vithout God, we ſleepe and wake 
without him; we eat, we ſpeak, we journey, we go about vorid- 
ly buſines and our calling without God ! And conſidering what” 
deadneſs is upon the hearts of many, it were good that ſome did 
not pray without God, and preach and praiſe, and read and 
conferre of God withont God. It is univerſally complained 
of, chat there is a ſtrange deadneſs upon the land, and on the 


bearts of his people, Oh i we could help it! But He that 


watters every moment his gairden of red wine muſt help it. L 


bcleeve he will burye the briers and the thornes, that ootned- 
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GO” 


ainſtbim- I deſire to remember your La: to God, but 
file can 1 doe chat way. His evetlaſting goodwill be with 
„ 
St Andrews. 24. July. Yours in the Lord 
Teſus 9 S. R. 


n e 


„un... 


For the right bonowrable and Chriftian Lady, the Lady 
n 


M AD AM. 


N Race, Mercy and Peace be to you: the Lord is gracions ; 
| who keeps your La: inthe furnace, when many put out 
their hand to iniquity, one way or other. We are now $houl- 
dering and caſting down one another in the dark, and the Gods 
ly, hidden from the Godly, We maks our own chaines heavier, 


by joyning with the Lords enemies; Hence new ſufferings to 


all, chat dar not ſay a confederacy to thoſe, to whom this peo- 
ple ſay a confederacy , nor fear their fear. As that is my exer- 
eiſe now, whoam not very far fiom being my alone [ though 
I know:in whom Ihave beleeved, at leſt I should know |] in 
this place; ſo I am affrayed tbat the Godly there comply with 
- theſedetlared enemies of God. It will be our ſtrength to walk 
ber ween enemies and malignants on either (ide. This is the day 
of Jacobs trouble, yet theſe dry bones can and muſt live; I know 
not if I shall ſee it, but I hope to take this quietnes & filence of 
fajrh, in the moſt of the noiſes of the alarm for war, to the grave 
with me; that the Lord shall build upon the Church of Brittain 
and Ireland a palace of ſilver, incloſed with boards of Cedar, 
Dear Madam; faint not, the night is almoſt gone, for the 
vilion is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall ſpe- 
ak, and not lye, though it tarry wait for it, becauſe it will 
ſurely eome, and not rary. Madam , Weary not; none can 
out · bide your lodging in heaven , chere is more given for ir by 
kim » who bath be · ſpoken it for Iean Campbel , and _—_— 
* ts i for 


M. RurnrertooRd's Epiſt. 557 
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Ebpiſt. 58. bo 2 LE. 
for her, then anyean offer: che rauſome of blood flandeth.” 
My wife remembereth her teſpetts to your Le: the child is well 
Mrs Gilleſpy is well we heat, but not here, 
St Andrews, 28. Jan. 1653. 


keep and water every moment. Yet O where are the ſome- 


chrone Pſ. 72; 6. He ſhall come damn like raine upon the mo- 
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Much honoured in the Lori 


2 vith ua. But it is the i not ae aſ ſuch, 
who were in Chriſt before me; that moſt ofus inhahit· ad d wel 
ina parched land. 4 people ofthe. Lord are like a land not 
rained upon, though ſoraedare not deny, but this is the gat 
den of the beloved, and the vineyatd, that the Lord = 


times quickenipg breathings, and influences from heaven, that 
have refreshed his hidden ones? The cauſcs of bis withdr 
ings arc unknown to us: one thing. cannot be denyed, bu 
that wayes of high ſovcraignicy and dominion of grace are 
our the fight of Angels and men.; yea and ＋ — Xe 
way of free promiſes , ſuch as (this doe » and be ſhall | 
and blow upon his garden. ) As he hath put forth a deelaratian 
to his hidden ones in Scotland, that ſmartiog ,, wreſthops, 
praying, complainiog , gracious miffing > cannot carne 
155 Cont ooligh , nor fach dovn shoures upon the deſert. It 
may be, when de are ſaying in our graves , our bones are dry, 
our hope gont,thar temporal & ſpiritualdeliverance oy comes 
bothtogither; add that he shall cauſe us feel both the gne wa 
and the other the good of his reigne, who chortly comet to the 
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Auer ſtull abe vighteuut flouriſh, And abundance of peace, ſo 
3 r He ſhall deliver Ihe 7 
alen h cryeth, and the poor alſo and him that hath no helper, 
Ver. 14. He ball redeem their ſoul from deceit and violence, 
rechans. shall- their Houd be in bis fight, And 


* 


5 cannot ptay home 2 ſweet ſeaſon that vay; yet 
Chriſt muſt — ſummer with him, when he cometh, Ver. 16. 
There hal he a handful of carne in the earth upon the tope of the 
mount ainet . the fruite thereof ſhall ſhake. like Lebanon. 1 
know not, if I apply prophecies as I would » rather then as they 
are: when the ones herd is ſer over theni 3 even he who 
'  $hal{ ſtand ( Ohow much doe welye ) and feed in the ſtrength 
ofthe Lord, the Ifles (and: this the greateſt of them who 


waitefor bis law, are to look for that Exech. 34: ver. 26: 
<Andt withinike them and the places round about my bill a bleſ- 
fing > and wil canſe” the ſhoures to come downe in his ſeaſon. 
And thereishalf be Hes of bleſſing. How defirable muſt e- 
very drope of ſuch ashoure bes And H/. 14: ver. 5. Iwill 
ze as obe. dem to Iſrarl, he ſhall grow as the lilly, and caſt 
forth birroots as Lebanon, Ver. 6. His bv. nc ber ſhall ſpread, 
aul his beauty ſhall be as the olive trre, and bis ſmell as Leba- 
mor. And Iſay. 55: 13. In ſtead of thethorne ſhall come up 
the err tree, and in ſtead of the brier, ſhall come up the mirile 
tre. And it ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlaſting 
Bout; that Hall nor he cut off. Tja. 41: ver. 19. I will plant 
tithe wilder the Cedar, "the ſhittah tree, and the oyle tree. 
II. 44: ver. 3. I will pour water upon him that is thirfty, and 


ing upon their off pring. And it all be no loſt labour 
vor fruicleſs ande , 9 7 They ſhall ſpring as : 
the graſs, as willowes by the water courſes, but _ this shal 
bein Scotland, ( and it muſt he) is better to beleixe then pro- 
beſy 3 and, quyctly to hope, and ſit ſtill, ( for that is yet our 
B eee him, chat the v heels of his chariot 
. movelcalurely, | 5 5 
© Yet this can hardly ſay any thing to us, whodoe ſo much 
Feaſeour ſelres in our deadneſs, and ate almoſt gone from 2 
1 | Hi A 
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| 0 [ar the dry ground nd, I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed | 
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are wedefireous tobe acted upon 
nes; and ſo prodigall are we of his motion, as iſ they were 6a © 


ther dry then thirſty. 
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Epiſt. 56. 


by the Lord as blocks and ſto· 


better to be husbanded; but it is good, that it is not ĩn out 
power, to blaſt and undoc his breathings. - But his winde 


bloweth vhere he liſteth; could we bur leun, & caſt a quiet ſpirit 


under the dewings and chowrings of him, that every moment 
watercth his vineyard, how happy and bleſſed were ve. We 
neither open, not doe we diſcerne bis knocking , nor feel bis 
band pur in thr 
rual account of the walkings and motions of Chriſt, w 

ſtands behinde the wall, when He comes skippiog over. the 
mountains, when He fan ls SAT when He 
feeds among the lillies, when His:ſpiknard: caſts aſwell. when 
He knocks and withdrawes and is. nowhere to be found. ©; 


how little a portion ofGod doe we ſee? How little ſtudy ve God? 


How rarely read we God, or ate verſed in the lively apprehens 
fions of that great unknowve all in all, the glorious Godhead » 
and the God head reyealedin Chriſt? We dwell far fromthe wells 
and complain but dryly of our dryneſs and dulneſs, weare ta- 

Sir , there may be artificial pride in this bumility ; but for 
me, I neither know wharHe is, nor his ſon's name, nor whers 
be dwells. I heat a report of Chriſt great enough, and that is 
all. O vhat is nearneſs to him ?. What is that, to be in God » 
to dwell in God? What a houſe muſt that be, 1 John. 4: v. 13. 
How far are ſome from their houſe and home? How ill acquaint 
with the roomes,, manſions, ſaifty, and ſweetneſs of holy ſecuri- 
ty to be found in God? O what eſtrangment! What v andering? 


What frequent convetſing with ſelf an with the creature! 1s not 


here the bed ſhorter , then that a man can flretch _ en it? 
And the covering narrower » then that he can wrape 


* on 


thirſt and miſſing too net oak ade widens 
neſs; no, doubt we have marred his influences, and. havejnor 
ſeconded nor ſmiled upon bis actings upon us, nor- have we 
been much of his ſtraine, - who Fſalm. 119, doeh eight 
times breath out chat ſuire, quicken me, quicken me. So much 


h the key- hole, nor can ve gre: . IE 
when He 


imſelf in 
it? Iſa. 28: r. 204 When ghall we attain tg a liring in 


= 
FF -* 


Mr Rar nfRToonp'⸗ 
Aer And be eſtranged from all the poor 


created 


an houre and {cls before creation vere dark waſte 
empty nothungs, and thould ſo have been for eternity, had the 
Lord ſuffered them to lic there for ever. It is Hee, the great Hee, 
_ who futerh 
inhabitants t b⸗ 


: that 


in, that 


the earth as vanity Iſa. 40: der. 22, 23. And He, he only 
ee; and there is no Heebefide him. 


104. 45: ver. 5, Men or A 


1 not any of them an Hee 
to him. But aliving breat ieing nothing is man at his 
peſt, a — vanity ; and the angel to him but a more excel- 
lent, living and under nothing; yet we live ata diſtance 


from him, and ve die and wither, when we are out of God : ch 


if we knew how n ve ate vithout him! 

Sir , ve deſire to minde your bonds, and are cheered and re- 
freihed that we hear of any of his manifeſtations 3 and his out- 
yoings> which are prepared as the morning to you. We 

„ nor need n — not to faint, 00 are confident 
chat the anointiag, that abideth in you, teacheth you fo much; 


waite the ſpeaking viſion , behold he comerh , behold his 
e with him, and his work before him. The only 


wiſe God ſtrengthen you with all might | according to his 
228 unto a paticnceand long rk with joy- 


rr 


i ndrems. 165 
ä wo * y the Lerd Feſys S. R. 
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Epiſt. 356. 
the painted shaddow. being of yeſterday > which 
negatives, and 


n the apr of the earth ( ofthe world ) and the 


ftretcheth ont the 
heavens as 4 ove, , py ſpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 


bringeth the princes to nothing, and maketh the judges 


Iſa. 43: ver. 10, 11. | 


* 2. 
Epiſt. 57. 55, 
— E's... . 
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| at Oxname, 
Reverend and dear Brother. 


faw from C. K. a teſtimony of your presbyrery 2gainſt inſt tol· 
. z in which you have been inſtrumental: the Lord give 


ſtrength to doe more. I think it both rare and neceſſare, and 


would account it a great mercy » if there were an addition of a 
Poſtſcript from diverſe miniſters and elde, opt of all the chi- 
res of Scotland. It is really the mind of all the Godly and ten- 
der in this land, It is believed by ſome; that the proteſting par- 


ty hath quit giyen over the cauſe I hope it is not ſo; but ch 


Lord shall be yet victorious in his moſt deſpiſed ones. Our 
darkneſſe is great, and thick, and there is much deadneffe ; yer 
the Lord shall be our light. Thus recommeadiog you to his 
grace, whaſe yon are, I am * 


1 Andrews. April. 2. 16583; © Youroon brotherin 
| the Lord, S. R. 


2 
kD AM 


rer Mr IOHN Ss c O T. 
re at Oxnamo 


| Dear Brother, 
int not; but be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power 


of kJ 


might. I look on it asarich mercy » that the Lord is with - 


you ſtteugtheniag you, to quicken fainters „to warme 

wara any , that are cold otdcadacd , or who deaden orhers 
zeliereit, it will be your peac? ia the cad ; the times areſad 
yet J pzrſwadz my ſelf , the viſioa will not tatry ; bat wil 
lp:ike, The Lord will looſe oar caprive-boads. Q bleſſed 
hz, taoazh alon :; who is found faſt and con t iat, for che de- 


fs 


a” 8 * 
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86 Mr Rurwi#nroond's. Epiſt. 59. 
ficableintereſt of Chriſt. My bumble advice would be, that 


you ſee to the placeing of the and Ruleing elder; or to 
any thing, that may weaken the diſcipline: our ſecond book of 
diſciplin would be heeded, geſſiont purged. Oh! Catechiſing 
and perſonal viſiting and ſpeaxiog to them ſillatim, concern- 
ing their intereſt in Chriſt, and a ſtate of cõnvetſion; is little 
in practice. The practice of family faſts is ſcarce known to be 
an ordinanee of God. It were good you would confer with 
—— brethren in privat, conceroing the promov ing of God- 
linefle, concerning Chriſtiao conference and praying together, 
„ 01H God in families and ſolitary faſts. To bis grace, 


vho can direct, quicken and ſtrengthen you, I commend 
- v1.1 +: 198 Andrems. | Your loving Bro- 

kb $339 5 cher, 'S, R, 

W —ü.uU⅜ẽ˙ . — | — — — 
84 ht > 2 * ws ; a | 

ne I 0 KH NF=<& 0 T1 
gs 10 at Oxname. 

Reverend and dear Brother. 


Out leiter 5 that eame amo me of Auguſt. 2. to beat E- 
dinburgh upon Auguſt. 2. was unknown to me by the 
ſubſcription; but ſinee it was written for ſo honourable and 
warrantable a truth of Chriſt, as a Teſtimony againſt Tolera- 
gion, if my health would havepermitted, and my dayly menace 
ing gravcl, I should have come to Edinburgh, What either 
counſel, countenance, or clearing you could have had from the 
like of me, I cannot ſay, nor dar I ſpeak much; but with a re- 
erve of the help of his grace, I deſire to deſire, and purpoſe 
by ſtrength from above, to own that caufe, and to joyn with 
n; and ſeme in this Church, beſides your presbytery, who will 
nthat cauſe? Be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of his 
This cloud will over : could we lire by faith and wait 


6 anda ſeeming · delaying viſion , the Lord will 


+» 


9 


. 
* 


. 
— 
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Many ate vith you, but there 

2 J * ia v2a3 

@ 1 | 3 9 Ii 

St Andrews, Auguſt. 8. 1658. . Your own hro- 
1 rn 


"4 
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not tarry. Grace be with you. 
is one whois above millioas, 


** 
— 


—__—. 


» 
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th at Oxname. | 


Reverend and dear Brother. 


o man oweth more tothe Church of God with you, than 
poor and wretched I: But when weakneſs of body, and 
the Lord by it, did forbid me to undertake a leſſer j to 
Edinburgh , I am forbidden far more to journey thither; and 
believe it, nothing beſides this doth hinder. Iam unable to 
overtake what the Lord hath laid upon me here; and therefore 
I defice to ſubmit to ſoyeraigaity » and muſt be ſilent; if my 
prayers, and beſt deſires to the Lord, could contribute any 
thing for promoving of his vork, my ſoul's defire is, that 
the wilderneſs , and any ( to which I owe my fuſt 
breathing ) in which I Chriſt was ſcarce „ 2 
rouchiog any reality ot power of Godlineſs, may bloſſom as a 

roſe. So deſiring and praying that his name be 2 
mong you, and entreating that you may believe, that the 


r — A 0 . 
= 
* 


names of the Lords adverſaries shall be vntten in the earth 
and that, who ſo will not come 


of all the families of the cam 
unto Jeruſalem, to worſhip the King » the Lord of boſts, even 
upon them ſhall be no rain: and that the Lord-willcreas glory 
upon every aſſembly in mount Ion. I ccſt, 


Your own Brother tm 
the Lord, S. R. 


St Andrews, June. 15. 1655. 


— 


4 5 - » - 4 . 
1 20 | = , . iſt 2 
aM Rur nET Toon Ds Epiſt. Cr. 
8 9 "= — * 3 8 ; * „„ Þ*;; + * i e 0 * N , 4a ay 


wr AMES DURHAM, 


by Miniſter ofthe Goſj pel at Glaſgow, ſome few : | 
* dayes before his dest. | 


—_—_— 
— CTC 


„% * 6 1 
Sir 
* 


would ere now have written to you, bad I. bot known, your 
health, weaker and weaker, could ſcarce permit you to | 
hear or read. I need not ſpeak much, the way you know, |' 
and have preached to others the skill of the guid , and the glory 
of the home beyond death. And when he {ayes , come and 
e, it will be your gain to obey » and goe out and meet the 
bridegroom. hat acceſſion is made to the higher houſe of his 
ingdome should not be our loſſe, though it be a real loſſe to 
the Church of God: but ve count one way , and the Lord 
counts another way. He is infallible and the only wiſe God, 
and needs none of us. Had be needed Moſes and the Prophets 
their ſtaying in the body, he could haze taken an other way. 
Who dar bid you caſt your thoughts back on wife or children, 
whien he hath ſaid , leave them to me, and come up hither ? 
Or who can perſwad you to die or live} as if that were arbitra. 
ry to us, and not his alone, who hath determined the number 
of your moneths: if ſo it ſeeme good to him, follow your fore- 
runer and guid: it is an unknown land to you, who vas never 
there before; but the land is good, and the company before 
the throne defirable,. and He who fits on A hog. is his 
alone a ſufficient heayen, Grace grace be with you. 


$t Andrews. 15. Jun. 1658, Yours in the 
| | wr ; Lord z S. R. 
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N. RUTHERTOOR DES 
» || Judgement , ſent to ſome Brethren, about 


_ petitioning his Maj. after his returne; And 3 
While about that ſo neceſ- 7 


ſar duet. 


| Reverend and dear Brethren. 


It is a matter of difficulty to me to write at this diſtance, not 
having heard your debates. It ſeemes the Lord call's us ts 
give information to the Kings Majeſty of affaires. The Lords ** 
admit able providence in bringing him to his throne , and lays _ 
ing aſide others, who were enemies to the cauſe and ſworne 
Covenant of God (ſothat now the Government is in a right 
line) is to be adored ; and I judge ( vichout preſcribeing) 
that ſome should be ſent to his Majeſty, to congratulate that 
providence; and the reaſon of our being ſo flow in ſending 
would be rendered. 2. We would write, not in the name 
the kirk of Scotland; but in the name of a moſt conũderable 
umber of Godly miniſters, elders , and profeſſort, who 
h pray for the King, are obedient to his laws, and are 
| under the oath of God for theſworne Reformation. 3. It in 
1s _ now , then after ſentences and trouble, 0 _ 2 a 
k tohim, whois by place parens patrie. 4. We would ſup- 
Plicate in all bel ras For ellos countenance z x Ti 
more, for lawful liberty to feare the bond ofthe oath ofrhe , if 
dreadful and moſt high Lord, avouchiag to his Majeſty , tber 
the Lord, his holy name being interpoſed, will owne that Co- 
venant, and bleſſe his Majeſtie with a happy and ſuccesful reigne. 
in the owneing thereof, and kiſſiag of the Son of God. And 
when the Lord shall be pleaſed to grant that to us, which 
Concearns religion, the beauty of his houſe » the propagating 
pf rhe Goſpel , rhe Government of the * kingdome w_ 
a $, 


- „ * — * 
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 M*Rurugnropnys Egpiſt. 62. 
out popery ; prelacy , unwritten traditions, and ceremonies; 
let bis Majeſty try our loyalty with what commands be ball 
be pleaſed . us, and ſee if ve be found tebellious. 5. 
We would diſclaime ſuch, as haye ſinfully complyed with the 
late uſurpers, produce our v titten teſtimonies agaidſt them; 
dur not accepting of offices and places of truſt from them; 
dur teſtimodies againſt their uſurpation, Covenant breaking, 
tolicration of all religions, corrupt ſectarian way , for which 
the Lord hath brocken them. 6. We are tepteſented to his 
Majeſty, as ſuch who would not conſent, that the Remonſtran- 
ce of the Meſterne. forces should be condemned by the Commiſſion 
of the General aſſembly: Whereas, 1. We did humbly 
tefirc » chat the judicature would not condemne nar cenſute 
that Remonſtrance, till tbe gentlemen were heard, and their 
reaſons diſcuſſed. 2. Whatever demurte was as to the band- 
ing or combineing part of it , we were and are oblieged to be- 
leive, they had no ſectarian defigoe therein, nor levelling in- 
tention. 3. They ate gentlemen moſt loyal, and never were 
enemies to his Majeſties royal power; but only deſired that 
ſecurity might be had for religion, and the people of God, 
perſons dilaif-Qeed to Religion and the ſworne Covenant aban- 
doned ; other wiſe they were and ſtill are willing to hazard li- 
ves and eſtates, for the juſt greatneſs and ſaifty of his Majeſty, 
in the maintenance of the true Religion, Covenant and cauſe of 
God. The only difficulty will be where to have fir men to 
fend. Rut as it will be both fin and shame for us, to deſert our 
nadeſervedly now cenſured Brethren ; ſo it well be our fin and 
reptoach, finfully to comply with ſuch things and courſes , as 
ve teſtiſied againſt , and confeſſed to God. I can ſay no more ar 

preſent, but that I am | 


8. Andrews.1660- Your loving Bro- 
ther 8. N. 


- $4, * | 7 4% | 1 
? Ge _— 
1 His judgement of a draught or minut ofa 
. petition, co have been preſented to the Commitcy | 
n of Eſtats, by thoſe minifters, who were then pri- 
h ſoners in the caſtle of Edinburgh, for that other 
24 well known petition to his Maj. a: 
1. bout which they were, when ſcir. 
ly | ed upon and made priſoners, - ä 
re | 10 — 
: But that no man may mi ſtale or judge amiſſe of per ons ſo fix”. * || 
"A ed in the cauſe ys 2 cher N [ . — f 
=] this draught was not ſent to Mr Rutherfoerd , as a paper 
* concluded and condeſcended upon amony ft theſe Brethren : 
ere whoſe love to truth made them in all things ſo tender, that 
lat they were ever found to abſtain from all appearance of evil; 
d, but it was more like the ſuggeſtion of ſome other men 
Ws ( wherein was laid before them what kinde of addreſſe would: 
li- moſt probably pleaſe, waveimg the juſt meaſures of what was 
ty, ſomply duety in their circumſtances) then any thing flowing | 
- of from themſelves,as the product of a mature deliberation. And 
to $ccondly know ( which confirmeth what is ſaid ) that vb 
4 ever it was, or who ever gave the riſe to it, yer it T3 
and was never made uſe of, nor preſented to the Commit of EB |} 
as flats » by any of theſe faithful men, whoſe praiſe for thin 
ec ar fidelity , fixeaneſſe , real and untainted integrity» 14 in the 2 
Churches of Chriſt. | | ] 
Dear Brother, «HY 


I am (as yee know) ftrairned as another ſuffering man » b 
dar not petition this Committy. 1 Becauſe it drawes us to 

capitulat with ſuch, as have the advantage of the mount, the 

Lord fo diſpoſeing for the preſent : and to bring the marters* 


My | of Chirſt to vas and no (oa being priſoners aud they che = 


93 M*RuTurxroord's Epiſt. 64. 
wert) is a hazard, 2. A ſpeakiog to them in write and paſ- 
ſeirg in ſilencethe ſworne Covenant, and the cauſe of God, 
which is che very preſent controverſy , is contraite to the prac- 
tiſe of Chriſt , aud the les, who being acculed, or not 
accuſed, ayouched Chriſt to be the Son of God, and the Meſ- 
fas, and chat the dead muſt riſe againe , even when the adver- 
ſary misſtat ed the queſtion. Yea, filence of the cauſe of God, 
which adverſaries perſecute, ſeemes a tacite deſetting of the cauſe, 
when the ſtate of the queſtion is koown to bcholders ; and 
know the brethren intend not to leave the cauſe.” 3. I know 
no offence you have given ( 1 will not ſay what offence may 
be taken) either asro the matter. or manner of your petition ; 
for if what you have done be a neceſſary duty, laid afide by ge 
thers , a duty can never giye an offence to Chriſt , and ſo none 
xo men. But Chriſtians will looke upon 2 pious , harmleſs , 
and e to the Prince, in the matters ofthe Lords 
honour, and good of his Church, though proffcred by one or 
tvo, when they are ſilent vhaſe it is to ſpeake and act, as a ſea- 
ſonable duty. 4. The draught of that petition, which you ſent 
me, ſpeakes not one word of the Covenant of God: for the 
- adhering to which , you now ſuffer , and which is the object of 
mens hatred; and the deſtruction whereof, is che great work of 
the times; and your filence, in this nick of time, appeares to be 
a not · conſeſſion of Chriſt before men: and you want nothing to 
| — an uncleanly deliverance, but the profeſſion of ſilence. 
Thereis a promiſe and real purpoſe (as the perition ſayeth) to 
ve peaceably under the Kings authority. But. 1. Lou doe 
not ſo anſwer candidly and ingenuouſly the mind of the Rulers, 
vho to your knowledge mean a far other thing. by Authority, 
then you do: for you mean his juſt authority, his authority 
in the Lord, and dis juſt greatneſs, in the, maintenance of true 


* Religion, as in the Covenant, confeſſion of faith, and catechiſ- 


mes; is expreſſed, from the word of God. They mean his ſa- 
pream authority and abſolut e preregative above lawes, as their 

A aQtseleare, and as their practiſe is; 5 they refuſed to ſuch, 2s 
vere unvilliug to ſubſcribe their bond , to add authority in the 
Lord, or juſt and lawful authority, or authority gs is wa 


* 
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EAN 52 
ſed in the Covenant. But this draught of a petition, under your 
en band, yaldes the ſenſe and 6 to them, Mer 
crave. 2. That authority, for which they comend, is <xclufive 
« of theſwortic Covenant; ſorhar except ye had ſaid, you shall be 
ſubje& tothe Kings authority in the Lord, or according to the 
ſworne Covenant, you ſay not hing to the point in hand; and that 
ſure is not your meaning. 3. Who ever promiſeth ſo much of 
peaceable living under his majeſties authority, leaving out the 
expoſition of the 5. Command, as your 4 „ may 
upon the very ſame ground, ſubſeribe the bond, refuſed by the 
odly; and ſõ you paſſe from the Covenant, and make all theſe 
by paſt actings of this Kirk and State, thoſe yeares by paſt, to bo 
horrid rebellion; & how deep that guilriacſs drawes conſider. 6. 
A — of the Remonſtrance, 7" 6,296 without any. 
limitation & diſtinction, is a condemning of many precious onen 
ia the land, and a paſſing from the cauſes of Gods wrath , which. 
is rhe chick matter of the Remonſtrance. 7- That nothing is bes 
fore your eyes but the exoneration of your conſcience, is indeed 
believed by rhe godly, who know you; but apaſſing in ſilence of 
the honeſt matertalls, in your former petition to bis Majeſty, ſcew 
mes to beadeſerting thereof; fince in all your petitĩon, you doe 
not once fay , you cannot but ad here to that pious petition, 4s 
your er and that you intend in the petition the hap- 
pinefle of his majeſty, is alſo beleeved. Dear Brother, ow to 


our brethren, the Lord Chriſt in your perſovs hath ſtated a quels + : 


tion berwixt him and the powers on earth, the only wiſe God” - 
lead you now, when he karh brought you forth in publick, ſo to 
act, a if yee did ſee Jeſus Chriſt by you, and beholding you. It 
is eaſy for ſuch as are o theshore, to throw a counſel ro thoſa 
that are toſſed inthe ſea, Bur only living by faith, and by fers 
ching ſtrength and comfort from Chriſt , can yoube yictoriousy * 
and have right to the precious promiles of the tree of life, of the 
bidden Mauna, of the gifted morning ſtarr, and the like, made to 
thoſe whoovcreome; to whoſe ſtreugth and grace btethren, vhs 
dcliie with me to remember you» doe recommend you, Ia. 
; A Dee Inoiley. fs £5 
St Andrews. 1666. Teure iu ibi Lord, 5. R. - 
1 * 
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> +» Forthe right honourable,» - 
My Lady Vicounteſſe of Kenmure. | 


. 


MAD AM. | TIER: 
t is not my part to be unmindſull of you: be not aſſicted for 
your Brother the Marguiſe of Argyl, as tothe maine: in my 
weak apprehenſion, the feed of God being in him, and love to 
the people of God and his cauſe, it will be well; the making par- 
ticular reckoning, withthe Lord, and peace with God, & on- 
ing his cauſe, when too many diſown it, will make his peace vith 
the King the ſuret. The Lord is begining to reckon with ſuch, 
1 as did forſake his cauſe and Covenant; and until we returne to 
bim, our peaceshall not he like a river, and as the waves of the 
Fi - fſca. However the opening of the boſome, to take in all the 
. \ Malignants, can produce no better fruits. The Lord calleth 
us to fiie-in to our chambers, and thoot the doores , till the in- 
dignation be over I/. 26: ver. 20. The lilly among the 
thorns is ſo ſerved ; he hideth himſelfe and our mountain is re- 
moved, & e ate troubled; but the Lord reignes, let the earth 
tremble, and let the earth rejoyce, The Lord without blood 
broke ibe yoke ofuſuping oppteſſours, ard laid them aſide, 
the ſame Lord ean ſettle throne and kingdome on the pillars of i: 
- heaven; but O the controverſy the Lord hath with Edom and 
- "thoſe who covenanted with us, and then (old us; and with f 
thoſe of v hom the holy ghoſt ſpeakes Lament · 2: ver. 14. Thy b 
Prophets bave ſeen vaine and fooliſh things for thee, they have I 
not diſcovered thine iniquity to turne away thy captivity ; but d 
have ſecne for theefalſe burdens aud cauſes of bani The t 
time of Facobs ſuffering is but hort, and the viſion vill ſpea - 0 
ke, could ve be from under deadaeſs, and warch unto vreſt- is 
ling and prayer with the Lord, and live more by faith, we mr 
v hould be more then conquerours. Wait upon the Lord and at 
- faint not, the Lord Ieſus be with your ſpirit, 15 | te 
i St Andrews. 24. Iuly. 1660, Yours at all reſpeRive ob- ec 
SE ſer vanct inthe Lord: S. 5 7 
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. Upon the death of her hopeful ſon, who 


was drowned, washing himſelf in 
"mt river in france. : 
: Miſtreſſe. 4 


Ou have ſo learned Chriſt, as now in the ſurnice, hat 

1 9roſs, and what shining of faith may appear, muſt come 
torth. I heard of the removall of your Son Mr Thomas; 
Thou h 1 be dull enough in dilcerning 5 yet I was wirnes to 0 
ſome ſpiritual ſav ourineſs of the new birth and hope of the reſut- 
rection, which Iſaw in the hopfu! youth, 'when he was, as _ 
was ſeared a dieing in this city. And fince it was written and 
2dviſcdly appointed, in the ſpotleſs and holy decree of the Lord, 
where, and before whar witneſſes, and in what manner, v he- 
ther by a feyer, the mother being at the bed ſide, ot ſome othet 
way iq a far country, (dear Patriarchs died in Egypt, preci- 
ous to the Lord have wanted burialls P/. 69: ver. 3.) your (af. 
eſt will be. to be tilent, and command the heart to utter as 
repiving and fretting thoughts of the holy diſpenſation of Gd. 
1. The man is beyond the hazard of diſpute, the precious youth 
is perfected and glorified. 2. Had the youth lien year and da 

atned , beſide a wienefling mother, it had been pain and prick 
ſeogeboiied out to you in many portions, and every pareel would 
have been a little death; now his holy majcſty hath , in 
lumpand maſs , brought to your ears the neus. and hath not 
divided rhegriefe in many portions. 3. It was not yeſterdayes 
thought, or the other years ſtatute; but a counſel of the Lord of ; 
old, and Whocanteach the Almighty knowledge. 4. There 
is no way of quieting the mind, and of ſilencing the heart of a 
mother, but godly ſubmiſſion; the readieſt way ſor peace 
and conſolatiot to clay veſſells, is. that it ĩs a ſtroak of the pot- 
ter and former of all things; and ſince the holy Lord hath looſ- 
05 ed the grip, when it was faſtned ſure on your part. I know 


| b heart alſo will yecld, it is not ſaſe 
your light , and 1 hope your o will yecld, as! 


= 


de at pulling and drawing with the omnipotent Lord; let the 

pull goc with him, for he is bre and ſay, thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. 5. His holy method and order is to 
adored » ſeet me the Husband before the wife, and ſome- 
time the ſon before the mother, ſo hath the only wiſe God 
ordered; and when he is ſent before and nor loſt , in Al things 
give than lg. Meditate not roo much on the (ad circumſtances, 
the mother v as not vitneſs to the laſt ſigh, poſſibly cannot get 
leave to wind the ſon, nor to weep over his grave, and he v 


in a ſtrange land: chere is a like nearneſs to heaven out ofall the | 


countreys of the 1 7. This did not ſpring out of the duſt; 
feed and grow fat by this medecine, and fair of the only wiſe 
Lord; it is art and the skill of faith to read what the Lord vri- 


tes upon the croſs, and to ſpell and conſtruct right his ſenſe; 


oſten ve miſcall wards and ſentences ofthe croſs, and either put 
non ſenſe on his rods , or burdens his majeſty with flanders, 
and miſtakes ,, when he minds for us thoughts of peace and love, 
even ro do us good inthe latter end) 8, It is bur apriyat ſtroke 
on a family, and little to the publickarrows shot againſt greiy. 
ed Joſeph and the afflicted, but ah! dead, ſen ls guil- 
ty people of God; this is the day of Jacobs trouble. 9. There 
Is a bad way of wilfull ſwallowing of a temptation and not di- 


geſting it, or laying it out of memory vithout any victori- 


ouſaes of faith; the Lord, who forbids fainting, forbids alſs 
Jcſpiliog ; but it is eaſier to counſel than to ſuffer; the only 
wile Loid ſurnish patience. It were not an fs to call home the 
other youth. 1 am not a little afflicted for ny Lady Kenmures 
condition: Ideſire, v hen you ſee her, remember my humble 
refpedts to her: my wiſe heartuy remembers her to] you , and 
is wounded much in minde with your preſent condition, and ſuf. 
fers with you : grace be wich you, "hs 


St Andrews. 4+ Aug. 1660) Yours inthe Lord 
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[ Did not desen af Iuch abertneſle 8 Great, POTEN 
he way toward our countr A 71 thought.. I had no ore to 


doe; but die in my neſt , how dows my fiutul head , and 
let chim put on'the crown » and ſo. cad. I have ſullered-wnack ; 


bat chis is the thiekeſt Jarknefſe . and the ſtraiteſt ſtep ofthe 1 


way Lhave yet trod. I ſee more yet bebinde dL 
feate from The keep, of the re 1 me obtain of you » 


that you would preſſq upon the Lt chu they would 
ſtand far off 6 2 com't ng amongſt 

ou. Ifthe way it staled ia the tif be that way, — 

now, theſe ſoul · koopers and traffic quers she w not 
of ſalvation, Alas ! Alas ! poor lam atterly loſt m Gn 
of hcayca is gone, and my hope is perished, and I am 
Sam the Lord; if hitherto out Ache way: bus L 
Judge kinde Chriſt; for, ifit may behurperengrods 2 —— 
Tence to hisgreatorfſe ud highaeſe be it ſpoken ) | will beſoh 


vitoeſſes produce his own hand ; chat 3 OE 
alk, thou in it, and he cannot Exc 


| feal. Tptoſeſſe, I am almoſt broken 


Fact hows, wo and | 
would ne pur of chs body ; but rhis is my infirmity who * 
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 wouldbeunder the shadow and covert of that good land, once 
10 be vithout the aud blaſt of che ankle one, But I 

am a fool , chere is ethic can T2 or take 3 


over my head, ſinee Chtiſt 7 taken i 355 


me, and get me the 
are with you) in Linus, 4 is my deli _ 
* compliance. 1 1 40 
e of God vith y ou. It is but a 


* 


ted of 


— u only; Es 
the thing Ales - 
Y 'of my joy 3 but let * bie all r crigus ſeekers of his 
ene — =; 2 of che 
Spirit, by the gentleneſſe Chtiſt / chat plant of re- 
non, by Jour laſt and 8 before God, 
when the white throne thall be (er up », be noc deceived wah 
their fair words. Though in r fpiric bz a{toninhed , at the cun- 
ning diſtinctions, which art found out in the matters of the 
Covenant. chat help may be had a aiaft thele u yet my 
heart trembleth, to 0 the leaſt thought o oyniog with 


- theſe decearers. Grace, $5466 he b eee : 
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oft cont withthe aontaf 9 th 
ve epi not alittle at the work}of fe provi 5 
Some earxchly men floorishing as a green herb and the people 
- God counted ag cheep for che ſſzughter aad killed all the 
A. long; and yet both word of promiſe z. aud works of pro- 
vefrodhinr ; ,” whoſe wayes arc equal, ſtraight. , boly 
nr V. 


, 4 As for me, when I chink of G diſpenſation 4 
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dat is abideing che 


Epiſt. 67: ©, Levers | / I» 
he might juſtly have brought to the market · eraſſe, androchs 
light > my unſcen and ſecret abominations, which would hann 
been no ſmall reproach to the holy name, and precious tima 
of Chriſt ; but in mercy he hath cov ered theſe, and thapen aa 
carved out more honourable cauſes of ſuffering, of which we 
arcunworthy, And nos, Dear Brother, much depends 
upon the way apd manner of ſuffering, eſpecially, that 
his precious truths be owned , with all heavenly boſdoeſſe 

and a reaſon of our hope given, in meekneſſe and fear; 


the royal crown, and abſolute ſupremacy of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, the prince of the Kings of the earth, avovched s 
as becometh, For certain it is; Chriſt will reigne the Fa- 
thers King in mount ⁊ion. And his ſworn Covenant will not 
be buried. It is not denied, but our practical breach of Co- 
venant firſt, and then out legall breach thereof, by enacti 
the ſame miſchicfe, and framting it into a la, may heavily 
provoke our ſweeteſt Lord, yet there are a few names in the la 
that have not defiled their garments; and a holy feeds on whom 
the Lord will have mercy, like the four or ſire olive bertiet upod . 
the top of the shaken olive · tree, and their eye sball be toward 
the Lord their maker. Think it not ſtrange, chat men deviſe 
againſt you, whether it be to exiles, the earth is the Lords; or 
perpetual impriſopment, the Lord is your light and liberty 
ora violent and publick death, for the kindom of heaven con- 
ſiſts , in a fair company of glorified Martyrs, and wicnefles » 
of whom leſus Chriſt is the chief vitueſſe, who for that cauſe 


vas borne , and came into the world, Happy ate yee, if go 


give Teſtimony to the worldof your preferring Iclus Chriſt to 
all Powers; and the Lord will make the innocencꝝ and Chriſti- 


an loyalty of his defamed and deſpiſed witneſſes in chis land, to 
z hine to after - generations, and will take the man · child up to 
God and to his throne, and prepare a bideing place in the 


vilderneſſe for the mother, and cauſe the earth io belp the 
woman, Be not tertified: fret not: forgive your enemies: 
bleſſe and eurſe vor: for though both you and 1 should be fileng, 
ſad & heavy is the judgement and indignation from the Lond , 

| —— the Chusch ol Sc 


8 3 1 


ſoules therein ; neither liſten io them, that ſay , many were 


on... EY 


S Mr RurhfRTOORD's Epiſt. 68. 
lend. The fouls under the altar are crying for juſtice, and 


there is an anſwer returned already. The Lords ſalvation will 


not tarry, caſt the burden of wife and children on the Lord 
Chriſt, hecares for you, and them : your blood is precious 
in his ſight. The everlaſting eonſolations of the Lord bear 
yon up, and give you hope: for your ſalvation if not deliye- 
tance) is concluded. 


bs St Andrews, Feb, 15. 1661. 
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Your own Brother, 
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Reverend and dearly beloved in the Lord. 


Race be to you and peace, from God our Father, and from 
Ice Lord Jeſus Chriſt, There were ſome who rendred 
thanks, with knees bowedto him, of whom is named the whole 
family in bea ven and earth, when they heard of your work of 
faith and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord le- 
ſus; and rejoyced not alittle, that where Chriſt vas ſcarce 
named in ſayourineſs and power of the Goſpel, even in Aberdeen, 
that there Chriſt bath a few names precious to him, who shall 
walk with him in white, Wee looked on it { Hee knowcth , 
vhom ve deſire to ſerve in our ſpirit, in the Goſpel of his ſon ) 
as a part of the fulfilling of that. the wildernes and ſolitary 
place ſhalk be glade for them; and the deſert shall rejoyce and 
Moſſome as aroſe, But now it is more grievous to us, than a 
thouſand deaths, when we hear, that you are chaken, 2nd fo 


* 14 1 


ſoon removed: from that, which you once acknowledged to be 
the way of God. Dearly beloved, the sheep follow Chriſt, who 


callech rhem|by name, a ſtranger they will not follow ; but 
they flee from him, for they know not the voice ofa ſtranger. 
You koow the way, by vbich you were ſealed to the day of re- 
ion ; and ye received the ſpirit by the hearing of faith, 
hat way , except ye ſee there be no reſt for {your 


cone 
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for the inſtruments of converſion 


Epiſt. 68. Let 
converted under Epiſcopal, alſwel 


- 
9 


1 
ment; And yet the godly gare 8 


the ſufferings of the faithful meſſen 


helena 2 | 


22 vith the g 


or religion, 


hearts of the Godly , ſtain the profeſſion ,, darken the glory 
ofthe Goſpel , shake the faith of many, weaken the hands of 
all. if you, and you firſt ofall in this xindome, shall ſtreateh 
out the hands to raze the walls of our Feruſalem, by reaſon of 
which the Lord made her terrible, as an army with bannere; for 
when Kings came, and ſaw the palaces and bulwarks rhercof, 
they marvelled and were troubled , and haſted away, fear took 
hold upon them there, and pain as of a woman in travel. Anil 
ve chal be grieved , if you should be heires to the gailtineſrof 
break og down the ſame hedge of the yigeyeard”, for the which 
the lad indignation of God purſucth this diy the royal family, 
many nobles , houſes great and fair, ahl all the prelatical party 
ib three kingdomes. And when CN ein 
TTY 8 . . eee I. 12 1 ee 1115 
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weak and Hunting, hall we befleyæ that you will leave us, and 
Leareidel kemi fo RL 2 com fulbAo? Thc Lord jeh 


Chriſt 4 we'truff,, shall walk in tre tmaſt of the golden candl - 


Kicks, and be wich us, if you will be gone from us. Zeloved 


i#theLord, we canoe but be perſ vaded of better things of youz 
tand we shall not conceale from you, that ve are ignorant what 
10 anſwer , when we are reproved , on your behalf, in regard 


that your change eoanorber 1 (which the Lord avert) 
: 


i ſo much che more ſcandalous, that the ſudden alteration, un- 
knows to us belote, now overtaketh you, when men come a- 


. ag hk againft whom thefurrows of the fields of Scotland 


Forget not, dear Brethren , that Chriſt hath 


a pri, ad be flue: for themagirathach no 
2 compell them to hear the Goſpel » nor have you any 
March power over em, as you reach 3 and hey bring not 

Ke Golpel and to Chriſt out of tile vomb with them, 


love to 


et 


ae Gal Jas 

ement, ch en to ſalyation; wh | vith 
ſelves. For how can the Lord call Egypt bis * ; 
4 41x 6: Fs HY - *7f 5 ? 3 and 
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and Aria the work of his 


de J fe High: e 10h 

X the ſea ) the Kingdoms of pyr Lord and of h 5 

4 number infant; as many dhe 5 ay "I To 1 Y 

© 0 cannot judge copverts, as others doc, among heathens and. 

: gans, who haye not a viſible claime and intefch in Chr 

4 candleftick is not yours, nor the houſe 3, bur Chriſt, apd 
; remov eth the one, and buildeth or caſteth down the other, 
1 2 to his ſoverai nity. We in bumility judge our 
5 ſelves , though the chief of tinners , the ſons af Jian, and 
* ofthe ſeed of Chrift ; if you remove from us, and cary from 
bY hence the candleſtick, let our Father be judge, and shew us, 
f why the Lord hath bidden you come out from among us. We 
ys look upon this vifivle Church, though black and ſported , as 
_ the hoſpiral and gueſt-houſe of fiek', halt, maimed and vither - 
* ed, over which Chriſt is Lord Phyſician and maſter; and we 
og would wait upon theſe that are not yet in Chtiſt, as our Lord 
eit vaited upoa us and you both. We therefore your Brethren , 
du, children of dne Father, cannot but, with tears and exceeding 
ude ſorrow of heart, earneſtly entreat; beſecch and obtelt you by 
yly the love of our Lord Jefas Chriſt, by his ſufferings, and precious 
oye ranſome he payed for us both, by the conſolations of his ſpitit, 
not by your appearance before the dreadful tribunal of our Lord 
ts, leſus, yea and charge you before God and the ſame Lord Ieſus; 
h no who shall judge the quick and the dead, at his appearing and in 

| any his kingdome; Break not the ſpirits and hearts of thoſe, to whem 
not you are dear as their own ſoul , forſake not the aſſemblies of 
cm, the people of God , let us not divide, Not a few of the e 
ſuta- of God, in this shyre of Fife,in whoſe name I now vrite, dare ay, 
Lord if you depart, you shall leave Chriſt behind you with us, and 
hich the golden candleſticks, and shall caſt your ſelves (ve much 
lau- fear ) out of the hearts and prayers of thouſands , dear to Jeſus 
| viſt Chriſt in Scotland. Therefore, before you fix judgment and 
itain, 3 any untroden path, let a day of humiliation be a- 
of che leid upon by us all, and our Father's minde and will enquired, 
ot, in through our one common Saviour , and let us ſee one another 


with- fac es at beſt canvenienc y; and plead the intereſt of Chriſ, 2 
g 4 


es M' RurRzkroonr's Letters, Epiſt 
becomforted , and not ſtumbled at your wayes. So 9 
Jour anſwer, ve chall pray that the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great shepherd of 
cheep , through the blood of the everlaſting Covenant; 
_ may you in yay good work to do bis will,work- 
ing in yon that which is welpleaſing in his fight, through Je- 
us Chriſt , and shall remain. ig 
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Your affedtionat Brot 
' — Lord, S8. K. 
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2 Reader, who ſoever thou art, into whoſe hands 

I bleſe letters may come, in order to thine own eſtablihment 
in che truth, and continuirg ia the faith of Gods elcct, grounded 
and ſetled, and that thou mayeſt not be moved away from the 
hope of the Goſpel , whereof thou haſt heard , by the ſligbt of 
men, & cunning eraſtineſſe, wherewith they ly in vait to decei · 
ve, thou art deſired, to take notice, to what dieadful and 
ſtrong deluſions, ſuch who were ting · leaders in this ſeparation, 
together with not a few of their followers (ſome | except, be- 
cauſc God hath excepted them; and I pray, that he may till 
both except them, and ler them ſee allo the fin of what acceffion 
they had, to this, which is ſo punished in others, while they 
are paſt by and preſerved ) have been left, and given upof 
God. Remember with fear and trembling, how the great 
God , who confirmerh the word of bis ſervants, and per for- 
meth the counſel of his meſſengers, hath fulfilled upon many 
of thoſe, wbofcll off from, and forſook the communion of his 
Church in Scotland, that which this great Scer ( much upon 
his maſters ſeerets , becauſe he had frequent acceſſe to lean his 
head upoa his breſt, who came out of the Fathersboſome ) fore- 
ſaw would follow upon ibis rurncing aſide, and fall upon the 
head of ſuch ſoreſakers of a Church ſo often honoured by 
receiving ſigual teſtimonies ofthe great Bridegroom's love to+ 
wards her, as his ſpouſe, in rejoyceing over her with » 
and fo frequently helped, to give him teſtimonies of her : 
ared aſſection to him » as her Head, Husband, "ſupreme Lord, 

_ and Governour; In this ve may through grace humbly boaſt 4 
( nay deſpiſe or invie who vill, we cannot doe leſſe, withour 
being guiley of the baſeſt ingratirude) ihat we have not been 
inſeriour (O bleſſed be his grace ro whom we oweur? and it is 

for the commendation of his glorious le ve mention ix. 

hat ever we were beyond them, to any Church n 
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ro THE POSTSCRIPT. 
the earth. It is true this ſeceſſion ſeemed at the firſt but a ſmall 
ye (O that 3 their carreer, and ſtood, 


iche g forward, vhem it va doun ward.) and in _ 
, whertin the great foundations of the Goſpel were not 
immediatly concearocd » nor ſtruck at; yer; after they had 


gone forth from us ( as 2 witneſle of his diſpleaſure agaioſt that 
rent y- and ſchiſme made in his body; and that the truth of 
what his faichful ſervant had foretold them, - would be the iſſus 
ofthat courſe, might be veribed 77 that if they departed) they 
zhould leave Chriſt behinde them, keeping houſe with their mo · 
ther, as his wiſe , in wboſe ſace they had ſpitt , and in runing 
thus away, had made fool's haſte from home) thote was no. 
ſtanding nor ſixeing, till the moſt fervid and furious drivers in 
that rent, rolled themſelves headlangs into this abyſſe of all 
abominations, deſperat Qualeriſme; and ſo that place became 
thereafter the ſeat, ſeminaty, and ſeed plot, vherein this 
root of bittet neſſe, whereby the Church of Chriſt is rraubled . 
aud many deſiled, hath fprung up. And 1 would alſo ſtir up 
thy pure mindc by way of cemembrance » that thou mayeſt be 
eſtablished in the preſent truth, in beſecching thee, to coplider 
with awful regard » how, one paticb particulatly in the weſt of 
Seetland with ſome perſons in the adjacent places, forſake- 
ing us, and falling off from us, upoy the lame pretenſe, were 
like wiſc in theſame manner {alter other ſigniſications of bis diſ- 
pleafure againſt their way , evident beyond denial, aad con- 
tributiye to che eftablichment offuch,, who take notice thereof) 
tefc of the Lord, after their many ther wanderings , topl 
and precipitat themſelxes into chis ditch, and deep piu, in whi 
poſture they Kill ye, withour pitying themſelves & or implo - 
zeing the kelp of others. And though nheſe and the like might 
have been warning ſuffeient . ic all the profeſſquꝛs of the truth, 
io haye continued in his goodgeſſe, hile they beheld che juſt 
ſeverity of Cl upon tham which fell; yer I cannot concrale 
it , that, itt is a gtief, bey ond all that ie ſariqus ſeru ants of 
dhe Lord haue gr aned under, or dee finde 2 brcaule of their 


other fa rriagꝭ . to ſee, how many haue follpwes thei per- 
picious wayes » by reaſog of whom » che way Auch is evil 
NW AN dee. 3 uc 2d r ow _ ſpoken 


* UL OJ} qefD2 33 70; 


i! 


THE POSTSCRIAPT, roy 
ſpoken of; ſo, icfills them with amazement ,, anxiety ,. yu 
finkiog and inſuppottable ſorrow, to ſee not a few profeilors of 
the truth, ſo little touched ar the heart for , and trogbled 
eder and prevalency of theſe ſoul · murthering delufions 
ut walking with as little care, eircumſpection and feare of 
comelog neer this ſpreadiog contagion , as jf they did not there · 

y provoke the Lord to leavethem to th, which ought to 
be equally loathſome and hateſul to theit ſouls, with hell. 18 
it not ſtrange? that ſon: will ſtand aleof from P relats ; and 
profeſſo a hatred at, and abhortence of Popery, Arminianiſme, 
Eraſtianiſme, Socinianiſme, Arrianiſme , Pelagianiſme, Fa- 
miliſme » Antinomianiſme, Atheiſme, and Heatheniſt. j & c. 
And yet, there will be a feareleſſe, yea familiar cooverſeing 


with abominable Quakers, withour all duc dread of being de- 
ſerted of God, and lcfri to a deſileing of themſelves with Sa» 


rafis lime, wherewich they arc beſmared; and that botch'of 
hell;which is tuningupon them, vhere with many becauſe of their 
roo neer approach, have been and are inſected; yea and afſpeakiog 
of them 2s a kinde of innocents [| which iſ they be, Saran bim 
ſelf, in bis warring agziuſt Michael and his angels is not u- 
cent: ] and wich leſſe Joatbing and abhorcence , then of any 
of the former; whereas, Quakeriſme may betrucly called , 
478 terme be ſufficiently expreſſive of the thiog } pure De- 

iſme. I mean not onely becauſe of what ſpecial power and 


influence Satan hath been obſet ved by graciout and grave men, 
to have had over, and upon the bodies aad _ „of not a 


few of that monſtrous brood; bur alſo e, theſe have 
licked up » and ſwallowed down the dung of all theſe 22 
ſoul· deſtroying hereſies, barched in hell by the Father of falſes 
hoods . and lies; and what ſoever is in any of theſe moſt 
deadlie and damnable, chat is to them their darling; And 


vhatſderer is the moſt mortal poiſon ia the cup of the abomi- 


nations, and hath the moſt cloſe and cleare connection with 
the deſttuction of the immortal ſoul , this they ſ allow dom 
aud vomit it up, and ſpue it out again, in every place; 20 


vich a peice of the black art, peculiar to that tribe, 2 


this og of bel, and tritt aua belotalach 35 they ce 


* 
* 
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ſupped up and ſwallowed down; that 
15 beyond the power of an antidot- 
1 f bey ſeduce; and while they draw them af 
1 ter them, drown them in the ſame perdition with themſelves. 
| '  _Thcſearethepoor innocents you talke of. What a wonder and 
l | a ſcſtonishment is it, that the very ſtiok of hell, which comet 
is _ forth at their impure and polluted mouthes, in blaſphemies a- 
it _- gaioſt God, his Chriſt, his Spirit, bis Word, his precious and 
sor, chepurchaſe of thebloodof Chriſt, and the 
1 means of fellow ship, with the Father and with his ſon Ieſus 
Chriſt, should not make all, who are, or would be repute lovert 
ofour Lord leſus Chriſt in ſincerity, 2bhorre them, as the moſt 
odious vermine, and blake locuſts, that eyer crawled out of 
the infernal lake, or croaked upon the face of the earth , and 
lee the (ound of their blasphemous belchiags , as the very fibila» 
4 3 tion of the old ſerpent. If the ſpirit of God, call a ſotebidding 
= to matry, and commanding to abſtain from meats , the duc - 
=_— = grinsofdevills, what name, or notion, can be fallen upon, 
or found fic, rounfold the nature of that doctrine, compte- 
henũ ve of all theſe doctrins of devills, whereby the Goſpel hath 
been from the beginning oppoſed, through Satans blake art and 
utmoſt malice ? as if in this one hape, and ſize of enemies to 
the Goſpel , were gathered together and cemented all the ſeveral 
partier, that erer Abaddoy and Apollyon commanded , in his 
{everal expeditions againſt the Prince Michael. For this at once, 
and for ever, not in parcells, and by conſequence, makes void 
the whole Goſpel of the grace of God, and the all of that blei- 
ſed contriveance of lalvation, by the ſon of God, 28 a flain 
Saviour. This is ſuch an explicit; unmasked, & e e 
Log of the Goſpel, that if the Apoſtle , who had the pirit of 
God, who had the minde of Chriſt, vho had reccived the 
ſpirit of lore, and ola ſound minde , who being filled with the 
holy gboſt, ſpoke to 2 ſeduceing Elimas, ſeeking to turac 
away the Deputy, deſiting to heat the word of God, from the 
fauh (the perſons are of the ſame practiſe & this is the poſt > here 
ebe captain ſets them to ſtand centry} intheſerermes » O full of 


{| 
= 
* 


ill » and all miſcheif, thou child of the devil, thou ene 
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eouſneſſe , wilt thou not ceaſe to the right 
wayes of the Lord: Would he have ſpoke to them in another le- 


the tight vayes ofthe Lord, to tur- 
ne men from the faith, once delivered to the ſaints, & toturne . 
way the care of any, whom they obſerye defireous to hear the - 
word of Cod, from the truth. that they may turne them unto 
their blaſphemous fables, & bewitch even theſe intoa diſobedien- 
ce to the Goſpel , before whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evi- 
dently ſet forth, crucified amongſt them. Yea if he would, & ac- 
rually did curſe, eren an angel from heaven, upon a ſuppoſition of 


a leſſe & lower degree ofpetvetſion of the Goſpel of Chriſt ho 


would he have ſent this race of men a packing » without more a 
doe, the way he ſent Hymineus & Alexander whom he delivered 
unto Satan, that they might learne not to blaſpheme ? As aſter his 
example, many of them were dealt vith, by our faithſul men- 
when in caſe; who, by drawing out Church ceofures, delivered 
the body from being gangren'd by ſuch members: but while we 
ate now keept, from makeing ule of this moſt proper temedie, the 
holy ghoſt hath ſupplied ir, in a moſt tremenduous manner , and 
with ſuch a witneſſe, as he muſt be blinde, who ſeeth them not, 
carry about with them, the blakeſt-like badge, & moſt unqueſtio- 
nable-like character and cogniſance of being cut off from that 


Cbuich, that he washerb with his own blood, which they are 


left to blaſpheme, and trample underfoor , that ever any tace 
of Apoſtats were ſtigmatized with. And that other diſciple 
likewiſe , who breaths forth ſo much of love, is moſt peremp- 
tory in preſſing thoſe, whom he perſwades tothe love of Chriſt, & 
of the brethren, to a profeſſed deteſtation of ſuch enemies to 
Chriſt; in ſo much, that he will not have any, who would 
vitneſſe their love to him who witneſſed his love to bis people, 
in ſending his onely begotten ſon into the world, to bea propitiae 
tion for their fins, and that they who were dead in fins and treſ- 
es, might live through him, to receire them into their 
ouſes, or give ſuch factors for Satan, thelcaſt of countenance 
or encourzgment. And here, by the way, let me ſer before 
thee the practiſe of that great man of Cod, Mr John "= 


icy 


or ſtraine, being perſon s of the ſame praftiſe? and this is the prey”. | 
they hunt far, by perverting 
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; of whom, vithout vanity, or being judged to hold meng 
„. for x hs ohh I — to lay , chat 
in the day be was taken up from us, I knew not fo great an 
ambaſſadout for Chriſt leſt behinde upon the earth. O to ſee 
ſome, on whom this Elijah's mantle is fallen?) s a fit patern 
in the caſe for thy imitation ; v ho, when one of theſe maſter» 
ſeducers , and grand trafficqers, to dcfile the world, and 
bevitch it into the ſame damnable deluſion , whereto he, as a 
juſt pun i hment for his levity ia Religion, and what he himſelf 
may know beſids, was leſt, pretending old acquaintanoe, 
came to make him a viſits would not receive him into his 
houſe, as judgeing , he could not otherwiſe have witneſſed , 
his haveing received Jeſus Chriſt ro dwell in his heart and 

houſe, then by ſuch a praftiſe 3 and hercin he made himſelf an 
© example for us, to follow ſuch a follower of God, as a deate 
child. O let all, wbo hope to be ſaved by Iefus Chriſt, and to 
whom God bath made him wiſdom, righteouſuc ſſe, ſanctification 
and redemption : All, who know no other way of being joſti. 
fied before the tribunal of God, but by the ĩmputed rightcouſ. 
reſſe of bim, whoſe name is the Lord our righieouſneſſe ;, ot 
ſared and farified, but by his workiog ip them to will and 
to doe who hath redeemed them̃ from their vaine converſae 
tion by his own blood: All, who being, juſtified by faith, have 
ever had, or hope to have peace with God through cur Lord 
Teſas Chriſt: All, wbonow fir together in heavenly places in 
Chriſt , and who are preſei ved by the power of God through 
fai h untoſalyation: All, who know no other fountaine to 
bath their leprous ſoul iu, nor ſtreame to bleatch their ſported 
and black ſoul by, that they may appeare before God withour 
fot , but the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which cleanſcth from all 
| iniquity , even his blood, who for this purpoſe did , through 
theerernall ſpirit , offer up himſelf without ſpot unto God: All, 


| 


who have found the ſocetr eſſe of the ſcriptures , and have felt, 


how their heatt burnt withinthem , while be talked with them, 
and opened cheſe untothemy and their .carey and heart to re- 
ecive what was ſaid: All, who have been by theſe made 
wiſe unro ſalvation: ' All, that ever have had acceſſe ro God 
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through Chriſt zi and know no oth of being accepred ; 
but in the beloved: All vho — (and tbe devil hart 
put out his eyes, who ſecs it not) under a neceſſity, though in 
dels mae of makeing dayly uſe of the blood bt Chriſt, in 
order to a Ketping ap of fellowchip bet vit them and the ; 
16a bis (oe eln Eblüt, white bere » def being admitted to 
biye a part with bim heteafter ( for that mans feet zhall neyer 
ſtand withidthat glotious ciry  whercinto nothing that def 
eth or worktth abomination can enter, which Chriſt Jock 
net wash; if Iwaßh thet not thoushall have no part with ne , 
is his own words to a perſon inatlean ſtate) AN, to whoſe 
ſouls, after they had received the ſentence of death in themſelves, 
God hath ſpoken piace upon the account of his Chriſt , whois 


dur peace: All who, knowitg they can doe nothing without : 


bim, live under a ſeen neceſſiry of dayly drawing Rrengrh 
from Chriſt, who works in them both co will and to doe, and 
Auſt per fect that which concerneth them, and look ontly for 
the acceptation of their ſervice , in and rhreugb Chriſt: All, 
whoſe great All it is, to be found in him, in theday of their 
appearance, not having their own rigbreouſuelſe , but that 
Which is through the faith of Chriſt, even the righreouſneſſe 
which is of God by faith: All, who becauſe they have figned 
and come short of the glory of God, know no other 8 , bur 
to thr6ng-in amongſt theſe ungodly, who are juſtifitd freely 
by his grace, through the redemprion chat is in Chriſt Icfus» | 
whom God hath ſer forth to be a propitiation through fach 
in his blood: All, whoſe eyes God hath opened, and curved 


from darkeneſſe to light, and from the power of Satan unt 


God, that they may receive foregirenelle of fing , and 40 inbe- 
ritance amongſt them that ate ſanctified, through fairh thats 
in him: All, vho have, or hope to have r ion thras 
his blood, even the forcgivenclle of las: All » to Vom T 
hath given an undetſtanding to koow him chat is true and in 
whoſe heart he hath writtco his law » and put bis ſeate. that 
they shall not depart from him: All, into wboſe ſoul he hath 
shincd , to give them the light of the knowledge of the 
te face of les Chriſt while this Goſpel 


— 
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from others; All, whahave received char ſpitit, whichis of 
God , and not that ſpirits, which is of the world , whereby che 
veth ee ofthe{piric of God, (for the higheſt pitch 
and perfection of natural mens light judgerl theſe things foo- 


lichnefſe, The world through wiſdom knew not God) neither 


can he know them, becauſe chey are 3 diſcerned: All, 
vbo ever have been made glade in his houſe of prayer, and have 


been admitted to valk with the iogia the galleries, vbere he 


u held: All, to whoſe ſqul he hath endeared and commended 
Adinances, and who have found the Goſpel ,. to be the power. 
of God unto ſalvation: All, who are begun partakers of the 
glory to be revealed, add who hope to lig dow ne in the grave » 
under the comfortable hope of a glorious reſurrection, and 
shut their eyes lingiog, in the expectation that their vile body 


shall be changed, that it may be fashioned like his glorious 


body, according to the working whereby he is able even to 
ſabducall things to himſelf; and that they shall be caught up 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the aire, and ſo zhall be ever 
with che Lord: All, who would obtain the ſal vation, which 
is in Chriſt Ieſus wich eternal glory: in a word, all, who are 
Chriſtians on whom, that worthy name is called, as the 
22 their profeſſion: Who profeſſe faith in him, whom 
hath ſent and ſealed to be the ſaviour of the world; that 
one Mediator, v hich is het Vween God and man, the man Chriſt 
Ieſus, who gave himſelfa ranſome forall; to be reſtified in due 
time; he who 15 the ſecond perſon of the bleſſed Trinity, the 
eternal Son of God,; equal to, and conſubſtantial with the 
Father , but perſonally diſtinct from him; incatnat, by af- 
luweing the nature of man, inthe wombot the virgin Mar 


by which he became Immanuel , God and man in to diftied 


. Batures » unite in one ſingular perſon: who is the ſubſtance of 
the Golpe], aud the myſtery of Godlineſſe. This which com- 
prehends the Al of our ſalvation, and conſolation: yea 
the; A of Chriftian Religion, is ſo wrapr up herein, that, 
what ſoev er ſtiiks at this, Kik at name and thing of Chriſti- 

an Religion, robs us of the whole Goſpel, and turnes us over 


5 4 
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; 


child of God is diſtinguished from a natural-man, who recei- © _ 


- into 


the mouths of ſuch perſons > but pure 8 no man oe 
| 1 | La 
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— "had makes our falvation for ever Gimp — if 
ve beleeve not, that He is that Hes ve chall die in our 


odations of falvation , is by them ned and ſubrertcd. 
They, putting a falſe Chriſt in ſtead of the true Jeſus, the ſon of 


David, our oacly Saviour; Deny ing Chriſt to be the ſecond pet 


ſon ol the rxinity; Denying Chriſt to be a ſingular 0 © 
ing Jeſus the ſon of Mary to be the — G 8 
firmeing Chriſt to be a common ſoit of thing, to be ſound in 
every man, as it was in the ſon of Mary, even the common light. 
to be found in the minde of eycry man in the world; Affrming 
Ieſus the true Chriſt , the ſon of Mary, to be onely an ordi 
veſſel, which containeth this light, as the ſpirit of ey 


holy man doth; & ſo, not onely pulling down our exalted Prince 
from his throne of glory; but putting their falſe prophets in his 
place, cloathing them with the glory of his proper titles, as being 
Chriſt aſwell as He; becauſe containing the ſame light with his. 
Thus doe they blaſpheme that worthy name, by the which ve are 


called. Thus doe they rob our Saviour, the onely Lord Ieſus Chriſt 


who is the brightneſſe of the Fathers glory, & the expteſſe image 


of his perſon, of his glorious prerogative and majeſty; and - 


in contempt ofthis exalted Prince, and Saviour, cloath them- 
ſclves with the ſpoiles of his honour. And thus doe they rob 
the Church of him, whom God hath given, to be her 
Head, and Saviour ; that ſo, baveing turned the world wich 


_ themſelves into aſyoagogue of Satan, they may encich bell. 


This is the great myſtery of their iniquity » and a monſter it is, 
in sbew and ſubſtance, and in all dimenſions of devilry , prodi- 


Bone, beyond any thape, Satan ever yet aſſumed, or wherein 


chewed himſelf in the world, The Lord rebuke thee O Satan 
even the Lord, who hath ſent his onely begotten ſon into the 
world, to be the alone propitiation for fins, and prepared 
lim a body for that ſe; rebuke thee » ought to be the 
conſtant language of 17 — of every one, to whom Chriſt is be. 
come a ſaviour » till be caſt forth this blaſybemous ſpirit out of 
thoſe demoniacks- For what elſe is this, which procecdeth out ol 


CY 
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impoſſcble, for if 


yy every Article of this, chat they may for ever ; Eon. I 


ery other 
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be qmuſt conclude, men bf that ſpite, malice and dialect, men 
| whotalkcat this rate of railing againſt our Immanuel, againſt 

| . his holy child Jefas, chat child borne unto us, and that ſon given 
unto us, who is yet the mighty God, the everlaſting Fark ei: ihe Prin» 
c ec of peace, muſt be the very candidats of hell, and have com- 
menced in the infernal regions, where, mote blake, more 2. 
bominable, more horrid and bold blaſphemies, cannot be belch- 
ed forth. I ſay therefore, O let all, who have the name of Chriſt 
called upon them; All, te whom that bleſſed name is as an oint- 
ment poured forth, and to whom he is precious, even he vhom 
the Father hath laid in Zion, for a foundation, and corner ſtone; 
_ diffallowed indeed of theſe builders, but choſen of God and pre- 
cious: All, who ſeek a ſure reſting place for their ſoul 3 for 
who ſoever beleeveth on him shall not be achamed. And all, who 
know no other ſolid foundation, for other foundation can vo man 
lay, then that is laid, which is Ieſus Chriſt , he is the ſure and 
ſole foundation, let them carry towards this race of runagado c 
from the very real profefiion of Chriſtianity, as Satans ſpeciala - 
gent: and emiſſaries, who with a malice, infuſed by their maſten, 
and reſembliog him, anda peculiar keenneſſe , fury and rage, 
as ſet on fire by bell, biaſpheme the true Saviour, our bleſſed Lord 
Teſus , who, being come of the Fathers according to the flesh, 
is God over all bleſſed for ever; and fight againſt that one, that 
alone way of falyation , which is now made manifeſt, by the T 
pearing of our Saviour Ieſus Chriſt , who hath abolished death, 


Pity againſt heaven; and that it may appeare whoſe angels 
they are , under whoſe banner they ght, who ſends them, ſer- 
ves himſelf by them , ſets them on work, and drives them, in 
their reſtleſſe compaſſeing of ſea and land, to proſelyte poor ſouls, 
and draw them into the ſame conſpiracy with themſelves, againſt 
our onely Lord leſus Chriſt, and the alone way of ſalvation by 
bim, they oppoſe asincenſed with malice and rage, the me- 
diators miniſters and meſſengers, ſent forth to preach this ever- 
laſting Goſpel , and to pomt forth the lamb of God, who tak 


er h 


and hach bronght life and ĩimmortality to light through the Goſ- 
And in proſecution of this var, and purſuence ofthis open 


t 
10 hatl of the grace of God, or is ac - 
| \ 19 — the very firſt principles of the otaeles of God, but, 
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eil away the fi of the world, And while 


in which make the feet of him whopublicherh them beautiful, and 


* this is che maine ofthe Goſpel ofthe grace of God (yea that vith-, 
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wy aſtar beld in his maſters righr hand; One, whom" Teſus Chriſt 


makeing manifeſt the ſavour of bis knowledge by* him amoogſt 
the people: One, highly eſteemed for bis works fake , and en- 
deared to the lovers of our Lord lIeſus Chriſt, for his carcing 
naturally forthe flock , & travelling in birth till Chriſt be form- 
ed in his heaters: One, by whoſe miniſtry Satan's dominion 
overſouls is deſtroyed, and they vindicat into the glorious liber 
ry of rhe ſons of God; then, as if they were the (ole Truſtees 
thirSatan had upon the earth, and his onely Fanezaries, fited for 
chax work ; or, as ifrhey werefent expreſſe from bell, they ſet 
| _ themſelves in oppoſition to this man, and all who walk with 

lim, ia the ſame ſpirits and in the ſame ſteps, and doe all they 
eln, by their bawling, to blaſt the miniſtry of ſuch a worker 
ether with God. As the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt are the 
men ia the world, againſt vhom they have the moſt pure and 


I. be e moſt tender and ediſieing, and by whoſe labour a- 
inugſt the people, their Lord and er who ſent them, ſces 

| eftherravdofhis foul and is farisficd ; that they, at the mi- 

* f Satan, fer themſelves. Very fit meſſengers of Satar are 
# Fay vere caught up to the third heaven, to buffer him. 
F. pcale in this mater to the experience aud obſetyatiou of all , 
tate hotiec of their ways and how little they trouble orbere, 


who 


fon theſe lazy ly byes and idle Loiterert. 

Let this "hott hint of char unhallowed generation pur us 
not only tt weep » to ſee, vat a dominion Sat an hath obtain 
el over ſuch poor unſetleil foals, who everyday wax vorſe & wore 


|  &vintii6n 2nd kiog dome, 


a in our way, for the future, & that in order, both to 
1% —— — that that wicked on touch us dot, nor have 
| accd{cts tumble us headlong in this gulſe, & uli im order to the 
| rexovery k AE bepoſſible) of ſome, ar leaſt, of thoſtzour of this 
ſuaare of the deri who are taken captive by him ar hi pleaſare, 
- ber all who would be faved tlicwſelves » ot would not become 


- 
Li 


 ſrairo others; by emboldoiug them” by 'theilexamiple, te 
rern 1 3 2 


ves 


hatred; ſo, it is againſt thoſe miniſters, more particu- 


their maker fearing little, or finding little dammage to his 


| ſ6,deeeiving & being deceived; bur allo, to ſtudy morecaurion & | 


doch moſt remarkeably countenance in his adminiſtrations , in 


| 


| 
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' I] © bis diſguiſe to act upon the ſtage , be gained not alictle at l 
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| 
| 
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| It may and oughtto beremembred, and regret by all of, 


. Way, that ever he had yet aitempred, how either to 
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char when Satan firſt ſet up by cheſe proxies, and appearedim 


fiſt aſlault, by our cootempt and ſecuri For every one thought, = 
the devil 9 — duns, and had ell che 2. 
takeing | 


failed io his politicks , in falling upon the leaſt pr 


his owne kingdome of darkeneſſe, or oppoſe the coming of the 

| ofthe ſon of God, in fo cleare a day of the Golpds 
thineing brigbinefſe, And therefore, how ever men were amas 
red at the appearance of ſuch a monſter , (and the more they were 
amazed at irs {ize and shape, the more they thought them« 
ſelves exempted from all care, to trouble theraſel ves in telling 
the world z that it vas ſuch, and whence it came, and | 
ir went; ir was taken by the moſt diſcerning for chas 
the devil interded this piece of ridiculous pageantry » onely fag _ 
an inter lude, æhat ſo,while we were gazeing and mocking,he mighe - 
fill tbe ſtage with Rome's abomirtions. And the more judicious * 
cannot but diſcerne, bow the deyilin this dreſſę, hath had the 
aſſiſtance of his old Cabal, the Conclave , and by the btimſtou 
n y arc killed; 
they may well be judged to make up one of A legions 
yet Hes — — — that the Chriſtian worlds 


witched 


* 


ovnc antidot with it, becauſcirspoiſon'w 


a rat POSTSCRIPT. 
# ie ol being deeply affecled, to ſee, what ſpiritual 
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ginacd amen 


ccixcipg how.iaplce of pure religion and undeſiled before God, 


fixeknowledge and looked upon, as an high attainment: Satan, 
Iſays obſeryciag the propenſion of many, to turne away their 


is: dreſſe, and when men in their gaudy giddineſſe came to 


Se, allen a ſudden, he opens this ſluce of hell upon them 
and ſpues this flood pur of his mouth after the — who nt 


 earaged.» hecauſe thereby caſt unto the earth) that he might 


canſe her to be carried away of the flood. Oh il this day ve could 


ober car faules, and weepover our ſolly, who cartied in 


udgements and plagues, vc were thereby threatened with, and 

bheiob< poued for upon a people, who bad walked; ſo | 
with degree of gloctous Goſpel light, which bad 
me 3 but Alas! iris our folly, to think, that 
0 plzys che gel al zyes, when he puts on hood and bells? 
de retcęi i cing che temper and untenderneſſe of many high 
tendegs. Nho had not received. the truth in love, and per- 


0 
from the ſolid ſubſtantial and ſayeing truths of the Soſpel, 
uud bos teady tbey were to be turned unto fables 2 appeares in 


ae, hen they, ought to have looked on with the teate in their 


rough forth the man child of reformation ( by which be was 


 [ 


agiddy gaudline ſſe was entertained, as the badge ofa pr ogrel- 


uch eg 
ata | 
dorms 
2 that dinefſe and pi 
alleffayes;ghas ways, and pleſſe tem- 
ese ee, of wig isyerunquetionably theirdue- | 
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E perſons. And chereſore converſed with them vithout all 

bi Or apprehended neceſſity df fearcing a bei inſected wick | 

g leproly , which was got ap into their head; ah fot whichibey” 

' 8hould have been put our of the camp | ofthe Trac! of God, as 

; [utrerly unclean. And hence it came topalley that he who-in 

diſdaine and contempt of that ſnare, ſaid to day, am I deg 

to doe this great evil 4 began to barke vith them to Warrbw , 

the ſun of righteouſaeſſe, and all the healing char is Under þ 

* wings, and to belch forth blaſphemies againſt che vay and war, 
of God. Let no man therefore vonder at Satans ſucceſſe, ander 
this Sbape, or at the ſpreading of chis contagiwas leproſy j Nay, 

let him conclude without a peradyenture, that it rs af 


ſpread further, if the courſe, ſo propet to preſetyt gur Telyes A 
cure them, preſcribed by our bleſſed Lord, the great | 


his Church; be nor followed, Ler them therefore be-shanedy, , 


7 


chat they may be as hamed, when they finde themſelyes ſtink i 
the noſtrils ofall, who ſayour the things of God; ind thur ouʒt 
from all, whoare called by his precious name, as perſous bears 
how ates hon another name and marke. Let no man * 
who would abt expoſe himſelfto the ſnare of the devil, and hars 
den them to deſtruction, liſten unto them, receive them into 
his houſe, or carry any otherwiſe towards them, chen rowards 
Satans agents and angels, who are ſo Known by, their talke 
and taakens, chat ſcarce can it be ſaid, they tranaſorme themſel. 
ves into angels oflight, that they may with the greater lacili- 
ty promoye the kingdome of darkeneſſe. Let me therefore - 
beſeech, and obteſt all che fearers of God, ro whoſe handschele 
lines shall come, by heir love to him, by their longiog after 
the comeing of Chriſts kingdome, and their delires of the carch's 
being filled with the knowledgeof his glory » as the waters co- 
er 4 ſea by the love they havo to their owne immortal ſouls, & 
the ſalration of the preſevr generation and poſterity. Vea, let 
me make bold to charge them, in the name and of the 
rear God, and out Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by their dreadful 


— before kim, and as ever they exſpect to be admitted is 1 


Chriſt's company, and finde a place amongſt chem, who are ſar- 


ed and washed in bis blood and made Kings and Preiſts unto 


„and his Father, make e conſcience henceforth of ab- 
God and his Father, mor ſk 


kan 
thay 
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neteſſiy, with this race of the moſt degenerat brood, and diſ- 
pers: enemies tothe true foundation principles of ſalvation, that ever bell 


uno deach, and their paths unto the dead. None ( atleaſt few) that goe 


THE POSTSCRIP:.. c 
aint from all converſe, beyond the unpleaſant conftraics of pe 
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yer hatched, or Satan ſer on work, to counter. work and obſtruct the pro- 
greſſe of the Golpel, The adequar remedy, it is true, is not in the hand 
efevery , norany priest Chriftian ; But God hath put this plaiſter into e- 
very mans hand, and hath made it eaſy for him to apply it, while other 


 pemedies are not within his reach, whereby he may, through grace, pte 


Arve himſelf unpollut ed, and pure from the plague of the ſpreading con- 
tagion, yea and ly recover ſome of them. Let him but in compli- 
ance with the will of God, diſcountenance theſe traders and trafficquers - 
fbr Satan, and let him than all converſe with them. Enter not into the pain 
ef theſe wicked perſons, and goe not in the way of theſe evil men, avoir 
it , paſſe not by it, turne from it and paſſe away. For their houſe enclineth 


, 


mnto chem, returne againe, neither take they hold of the paths of life. IE 
any deſpiſe our Lords preſcription , and doe otherwiſe, let neither himſelf - 
por others wonder, if, as a juſt punishment of this preſumptuous contempr, . , 
ke be leſt and canght into the ſnare. O feare this infatuation , which hath 
over taken ſo many, to that height , that they wrangle and wreſt, with · 
out a blah, the word of life, and the ſcriptures, holding forth the plaine 


Path way of ſalvation, to their own perdition ; yea, and as perſons ſick 


of an Hydropheby, feare onely, and flee from the proper remedy, O beware, 
leſt while you ſee ſach a dolefull , and ſo amaxeing a ſpectacle and docu 
ment of divine diſpleaſure before your eyes; you alſo being led away with 
be error of che wicked fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſſe! But labour to 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and ſaviour jeſus Chriſt, 
and then it is impoſſible , not to grow in an abhorrence at name and 
ing of this abomination , which bis ſou! hateth, as the moſt pure, and 
oppofirion to that ſalvation , which is in Chriſt jeſus, and the 
moſt explicit and plaine attempt againſt the pleaſure of the Lords proſper- 
ing in the mediator s hand, and his ſeeirg of the travel of his ſoul and being 
Arisfed, chat ever Satan made or managed by any mortal. But, Ihave, 


 polibly exceeded the juſt limits of a Poſtſcript , and therefore commir. * 


ung thee to the guardings and guideings of his grace, whois of po- 
wer to eſtabkah thee, and keep thee from falling, and preſent rhee fault- 


 befle, before the preſence of his glory, with exceeding joy, I here | 
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